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CHAP.    VII. 


S  E  C  T.    I. 

fbe  Hiflory  of  the  IJland,  and  of  the  Order  of  tU 

KnigbtSj  of  Maltha. 

THIS  little  ifland,  known  to  the  Romans  by  the  Maltha 
name  of  MeRta\  and  famed  chiefly  for  the  hofpi-  ijland  de^ 
table  reception  which  ita  inhabitants  gave  to  thc/crliul^ 
great  apoftle  of  the  Gentiles^  and  to  the  reft  of 
his  {hipwreckedjcompanlons^y  lies  in  the  Mediterranean  fea, 
between  the  coafts  of  Tripoly  and  thofe  of  Sicily  ;  and  tho* 
diftant  only  i8  leagues  fouth  from  the.  latter,  and  about  5;o 
north  of  the  former,    is  nevcrthelefs  reckoned  among  the 
African  iilands  by  Ptolemy^  and  rightly  enough,  feeing  the 
Punic*  corrupt  Arabic 9  which  was  formerly  fpoken  by  the 
inhabitants,  fhews  them  plainly  enough  to  have  had  their 
origin  firom  thence.    It  b  fltuate  under  the  36th  degree  of 

■  Ant.'  6ift.  vol.  xii.^  p.  175.  434."  •»  A^s,  xxviiL  i^ 

%feq«  c  SeeAncHift.  vol.xvis.  p.  298. 

Mop.  Hist.  Vol»  XIX,  A  aortb 


2  rbe  Hiftof^  (^  Maltha.  B.  X VIIL 

Exteut      north  latitude^  and  between  the  15th  and  16th  of  eaft  Ion- 
Midjitt.    gitudc,  having  the  fouthern  coalls  of  Sicily  on  the  north, 
thofe  of  Trip^  on  the  ibBth»  the  M^rea  and  iflaod  of  Cdifita 
on  the  eafty  and,  on  the  weft,  the  iflands  of  Pantabarea  U* 
^  nofe  and  Lamt>aioJk,     Its  fouth  cq^  coAllfts  of  Uttle  eUc 

but  rocfcs  and.  Ihdyts^  witliout  one  port  or  creek  to  (A  bto ; 
but  on  the  eaftern  fide  it  hath  fome  commodious  havens/par- 
ticularly  thofe  called  Cola  di  S,  Marco  and  Cola,  di  S.  Peado ; 
but  the  two  moft  coafiderabte  dke$  in  the  ifland  are  thofe  oq 
the  fouth  eaft  fide,  the  one  called  Marza  Muzet,  and  the 
pther  oqly  Marza,  "C^hich  ifigbifies  I  port,  and  id*^h4  lArdjO- 
of  the  two,  and  lies  oh  the  right  hand  of  port  Muzef.'  iJ^b 
two  are  divided  only  by  w  oblong  peninfula,  on  which  b 
built  a  ftout  fort  or  caftJe  cdlediS/.  Elmo,  which  defends  the 
entrance  into  botlj,  ,  Within  that  of  Muzet  lies  a  fmall  i[Iand» 
near  wbieh  the  fli^s  fiifpefVeS  dT  tnfe^Ioa  are  ohliled*  \o 
f)eifor jQ  qa vaQtihe  ^.  .  Thofe  ef  St.  Nkolao,  *  teAtii^J^d 
Siroco^  have  little  or  nothing  Vorth  notke,  anB  more  need 
not  be  faid  of  them  (A). 

This  ille  is  commonly  computed  to  be  about  19  or  aa 

leagues  in  length,  9  or  10  In  breadth,  and  60  in  circumfer- 

^nciQ,  little  lels  or  more  *^.    But  though  it  had  been  antiently 

in  the  pofTeflion  of  the  Carthaginians^  Romans,  and^  olEer 

*'•  *  Ds  Ltstr,  BATTDRAWty,  V«rtot,  &«I.  pkr»  «  Coftf. 

audi.  fnp.  citat. 

> 

(A)  Accordfflgto  Hiisiitaa-  tlieantieatpoetplacesdiemottQ* 

tibn,  ivhicTi  tlie  geneValiiy  6i  ^h^iitfh  iii tmMkM^:     ^ 

modern  geographm  (i }  uminl-  -ffi^  Kath  likewife    brought 

moufly  give  it,  it  is  plaiui  that  feme  very  probable  arguments 

it  is  different  frbm-afaDtheriAftod  topn^^,  IJiik^  MA^f  tJT  MMbs 

•  ,              of  the  fi^mc  hame.  Meiitat  but  is  the  aotitet  Qgj^'^,  inlirhicli 

now  MeMa,  on  the  *  coalls  of  ihthmcdny:mifnCa/jp/o,ltkugh'' 

Dalmatian  hcis  the  city  of  Ra^  ter  of  the  Ocsan  and  TUth^  re- 

gf^a.     Maltha  is  tujjpofed  by  ceiirca  the  fhrp\vr^ked  Ulxffii^ 

idtwverius  (2),   froifi  its  fltua-  stnd  detain^  him  ftVenytfA^t 

'tion,  and  other  paV'ticufars,  to  at  bed  ihd  board •(jj);*btit*tfetfc 

'  be  the  antI'ent-/ft>^r/»'mcntion^el  feeing -i>«t  <>f  Afe  littles  }SS  >6Ar 

by  Humer  ( 3 ) ;  Vifhertce  the  Fhi^  >lfioderti<hiftory ,  W^ilMl  dJIlCQlit 

^ces  were  alterwatxk  driven  by  oorffilveirwidi  dio  liiiremMtea 

t^e  Phaniciansy  and  retired  into  of  it  Kere»  a»  tm  noticb  huA 

.  ^htrta  and  the  ifland  of  C^fftt,  bfcn  takea  of  it  in  tb^-iKnUW^ 

'^  which  is  the  more  j^robable,  as  ,    , 


•    A 


(i)  See  Ptokm,  I*  4'    S^raho,  MtU,  P//ajr,  &*/.    TUventt^f,  5.  ^  Ar.  Of 

x)  Jtftrly.   iftilfin.  Kitt.  A,  WsiiK 


f6kt  nadonsy  fct  it  feems  to  iiiK?e  bqsn  little  better  thai!  \Bamn^^ 
harea  plao^  partly  firndy,  pajrf ly  rocky^   the  latter  having  «^- 
jhardly  any  depth  oif  eartb*  and  that  fo  Aooyy  as  to  be  fcarcely 
cspaUe  of  producing  corn,  or  aay  other  gratn,<Kcepc  cum- 
Hdn,  and  fome  other  fuch^^Uke  feed^ ;  its  chi^  produce  hc^  Pradud. 
mg  figs,  melons^  honey,  cottMi  aad  fgme  few  other  commo« 
dities  and  fruits,  which  the  inhabitants  exchanged  for  corn  ; 
aad  In  th^  barren  Aate  it  ieefn$-  Co  bai^  comi^u^,  fill  it  e»M 
in&)  the  poiieffioa  of  the  JMdtefe  knigbtf*    It  laboured  like^  fe^t$ymk 
vife  aader  g»8t  £barcity  of  \raier  and  fqel  t  opon  all  which  ^'^^^^ 
acaraats  it  vns  till  diat  tijeae  but  thinly  inhabited,  there  bdog/'V*- 
oaly  aboDt  jji^  or  40  boroughs,  pv  other  villages,  fcattered 
about  in  poor  hamlets,  and  no  oky  enoepc  the  capita  of  it9 
aame,  and  the  toTim  and  Sort  of  Su  Angeh,  whkh  defended  ^ 

tfae  part,  of  which  we  fliall  j^vt  an  account  in  the  fequeli 
fe  that  the  whole  ntmbeT  €f  its  inhabitants  fcarcdy  amounted 
to  i2»ooo,  woeiea  and  childreA  tncloded^  and  the  greateft 
ptrt  of  them  very  indigent^.    In  it  "word,  it  w^  (b  barreG^ 
poor,  apd  ufloinritiDg,  that  when  the  emperor  darks  V.  of* 
feed  it  to  the  knights  of  Jiicdes,  after  their  being  driveti 
Mt  of  that  iOand,  their  cominiflariies,  who  were  ^t  to  take 
an  ezaA  ticw  of  it^  broitgfat  back  &Kh  «  diftonragii^  ^^ 
1 9ommt  of  it,  that  it  was  not  without  great  diftdslty  that  thejf 
I  woe  prevailed  npbn  to  accept  of  it*.   Bow  it  hath  been  m* 
[  proved  lince  tfadr  fettlement  in  it>  we  aite  now  going  to 

I     T^E  Hbod  of  Makkt  htth  ttow  four  confidecable  towns,  ^^^fy 
l&rrcHiQded  with  fiout  walk,  and  otiier  hni&AAofi»;  yiz.'J^l^'^^ 
\Gttm  yalMa,  Ckta  VnsMs,  or  oU  cky«  or  antkoi  mtth^^  Y  ■ /, 
the  town  of  St.  Angela,  cdkd  alfo  QtU  rtftpri^,  or  the     '^ 
vidorio«s  dty,  and  Sl  Mkh^l^  dll  of  thsm  w^H  iahRhited, 
and  In  a  thriving  condirion.  Befidiss,  th^fe  poor  haarietr  have  Strength. 
i  grawxi  into  Aodt  ;ind  pquilons  villages,  the  did  ones  into  con-^      -      - 
[iderablebordu^s  or  itaw<ns  wrii  built  and  iaihabitcdy  aod  tfie 
liraund  «wry-whcre  fo  wdi  cultivated,  as  to  be  abbs  1^  fup- 
fiy  the.  inhabitants  with  plenty  of  all  neceflarles.     The  ports 
I  and  havens  on  the  coafl  have  likewife  received  their  refpec- 
|im  ioa^crvements;  as  ^t-  wtok  Hfaiad  el^Airfaere  Is  fo 
[firen^y  fortifie^ii  that  it  hsA  betir  enabled  x»  r«&ft  an4 
baffle  ail  the  power  and  efforts  of  the  Ottoman  emperor  to 
tts  very  €by.    ft  Is  trie,  inieea,  thrit  ttie  ftfeiigfh  aiid  fiic-  ^^^^^'^  f/ 
ec&  of  this  p!ace,  and  its  tiavin^  ptoved  fndh  an  ^r!R«n'al '*'^«'^^^^^ 
hdwarik  tp  l^riftiaBity,  hath  been^(^efly  oU'ifig  to  title  fia-  ^ 

^  Vid.  auft.  fup:  dtat.  i  ^ikrox  Hift  of  Maltha, 

the  ton.  zS.  p;  4;i,  &  ieq, 
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7bi  pa*     are  all  fared  in  fiker ;  not  a  plate,  diih,  cnp,  fpoon,  &e. 
tief^s  ^     but  is  of  that  metal ;  and  in  thefe  ntenfiis  are  brought  theas 
f^^^^^J\  viftuals^to  their  bed-fide  by  thofe  knights,  as  likewife  the 
flatebytbe  medicines  and  other  things  that  arp  ordered  to  them  by  the 
iatgbtu      phyficians;  of  which  there  are  commonly  four  kept  in  pay, 
who  regularly  vifit  them  every  morning  and  q^enii^  °-     Bot 
7h$y  an    Vit  muft  here  obferve,  that  the  Malib^e  knights  havegreatly 
%onv  be'     degenerated  from  the  rules,  and,  within  this  laft  centiuy, 
€9mi  rim     from  the  obfervance  of  thofe  of  their  firft  inftitution,  and 
^fi^         bave  given  themfelves  more  to  luxury,  gallantry,  and  other 
modi&  vices,  than  to  the  obfervance  of  the  primidve  prac^ 
tice  of  the  canons  of  their  (M*der,  or  the  imitation  of  thop 
predeoeflbrs,    whofe  extraordinary  valour  and  undanated 
bravery  abroad,  when  fighting  againft  the  enemies  of  Chri^ 
itianity,  joined  to  the  moft  zealous  obiervauce  of  their  reU*- 
gious  difdpline,  had  juftly  gained  them  the  univerfal  admir 
ration  and  efteem  of  all  ChriAendom  ^.    HoWever,  with  re- 
fpeft  to  the  hofpital  we  are  now  fpeaking  of,  though  they 
have  quite  relaxed  from  that  antient  humility  and  condefcen*' 
fion  in  performing  the  loweft  offices  to  thofe  patients,  yet  they 
{till  take  care  that  they  ihall  be  attended  with  the  fame  care 
and  diligence  by  perfons  of  a  lower  rank. 

Near  this  place,  and  the  grand  mailer's, palace,  is  a  large 

market-place,  where  all  manner  of  provifions  are  brought 

and  fold  by  the  country rpeople,  in  great  abundance ;  fnch  as 

com  and  other  grain,  fruits  and  greens  of  all  forts,  wild 

imd  tame  fowl,  hogs,  goats,  oxen,  fheep,  and  other  neoef- 

laries  of  life.     Moft  ot  the  dead  commodities  are  brought 

upon  afies,  which  the  natives  of  thofe  mountainous  parts  ara 

forced  to  ufe  infiead  of  horfes.     This  market  is  kept  every 

day^  and,  in  fummer^  when  the  heat  is  excefiive,  begins  (e- 

veral  hours  before  fuA-rife.    But  the  greater  part  of  die  com 

and  o^er  provifions  is  brought  thither  from  Sicily^  Sarditda^ 

Xlorfica^  &c.  befides  what  is  got  by  the  prizes  they  make  tip- 

pn  the  Turks  and  other  enemies  at  fea. 

Otbet  '  Thbrb  is  likewife  another  fpacious  fquare  before  the  ban- 

fublic       jert,  or  prifon,  where  their  flavcs  are  kept ;  which  laft  is  a 

r^i/^w.      very  large  building,  fuitable  to  the  vaft  number  of  thofe 

llaves  they  are  continually  banging  in  from  the  coafts  oiBarr 

bary^  and  the  Turkifh  and  other  dominions  ;  and  this  piazza 

is  the  place  where  they  arc  cxpofed  to  fale.     We  have  no 

room  to  defcribe  their  other  public  buildings;  fuch  as  the 

ibifiiop*s  palace,  the  cuftom?houfe,  treafury,  chancery,  fpun« 

*>  Dapper,  Davxty,  Vertot,  &  dj  •*  P^  his  vide 
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ierj,  vaft  magazines  lor  com,  wine,  ;ind  other  provisions, 
and  many  others  of  the  like  nature.  But  we  cannot  omit 
here  a  ffaort  account  of  their  arfenal,  which  is  not  onlj  a 
fnmptnons  edifice  without,  but  is  perhaps  one  of  the  beft-^ 
fandibed  with  tlie  greateft  quantity  of  arms,  and  other  war- 
fike  weapons,  machines,  engines,  &c.  of  all  forts,  and  kept 
indie  moft  el^ant  regularity  and  order  of  any  in  Europe i 
it  bdng  always  under  dieinfpejlion  of  one  of  the  order,  and 
joining  to  the  palace  of  the  grand  maAer  '. 

This  huge  pile  confifts'of  a  fpacious  hall,  in  the  middle  7'^^^<at 
of  which  ftand  five  wooden  machines,  of  a  fquare  figure ;  ^fnal^ 
en  all  the  four  ildes  are  hung,  with  great  fymmetry  and  neat- 
oe&,  all  forts  of  armour ;  luch  as  helmets,  ihields,  breaft- 
fdates,  coats  of  mail,  fwords,  halberds,  pikes,  half-pikes, 
daggers,  muikets,  piftols,  and  others  of  the  like  nature,  of 
various  fliapes  and  iizes.    The  walls  and  beams  acroTs  the 
deUi^  are  likeudfe  covered  with  long  and  crofs-bows,  and  Ortia 
other  fuch  warlike  weapons,  as  were  in  ufe  in  former  times,  quantitieg 
and  which  were  brought  hither  from  the  ille  of  Rhodes ;  the  ani'varit^ 
whole  cont^uning  as  great  a  quantity  of  arms  as  would  com-  0^  ^ormn 
pletdy  equip  an  army  of  30,000  men.     Adjoining  to  and  a 
aofs  that  hall  is  another,  which  is  likewife  filled  with  all 
lands  of  arms,  which  were  for  the  moll  part  brought  thither 
from  Helland  by  the  then  grand  mafter  Lafcarisy  who  made 
a  prefent  of  them  to  the  order.    Befides  thefe,  every  knight 
hath  his  own  armoury  for  himfelf  and  his  retinue,  within  his 
own  houfe ;  and  fo  hath  every  burgher  and  peafant  through* 
out  the  ifland  ^. 

•  At  the  entrance  into  the  bay,  one  meets  with  two  large  Cajile  9/ 
rocks,  which  advance  into  the  fea  over^againft  Citta  Fateifa,  S'-  Aa«r 
like  the  two  fingers  of  a  hand  ;  on  the  point  of  one  of  which,  Se- 
near the  mouth  of  the  bay,  (lands  the  town  and  caftle  oiSt.Jn- 
geh^  and  on  the  other  that  called  Citta  Fittoric/a,  both  built 
on  the  rock,  and  ftrongly  fortified.     The  former  of  thefe 
had  formerly  fome  ftrong  outworks,  arfenals,  magazines,  a 
palace,  and  apartments  for  the  knights,  and  an  hofpital  for 
iailors ;  but  was  almofl  totally  ruined  by  the  Turks,  anno 
1565.     Since  which  it  is  inhabited  but  by  a  handful  of 
people,  mofUy  belonging  to  the  dock  where  the  gallics  are 
built,  and  where  the  commander  of  them  hath  a  houfe  not 
for  from  the  water-fide. 

The  other,  which  flands  further  in,  and  called  Citta  Citta  Vit* 
Viitorrq/oy  from  the  fiege  it  maintained  againfl:  the  Turks,  ^o"ofa, 
was  built  by  one  of  the  grand  maAers^  named  Philip  de  Vi^ 

P  VtRTOT,  k  al.  fop.  citat  ^  Idein  ibid. 
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lUi^s  f/U  Adam^  foon  (if  ctur  the  opdtr  had  taken  pofleffioB  of 
the  Uland;  and  is  ftiU  very  v^  fortifiod.    It  is  abontanulc 
and  a  half  in  compafs,  andc(mtain$  about  i,20o  hon&s^ 
which  are  moftly  inhabited  by  Malthefe  natives^  and  marin- 
ers.   It  hath  five  or  fix  fmaU  duirch^t  one  of  them  bdon^ 
ing  to  the  Crteks^  and  a  palace>  which  ferves  fix*  a  oowt  to 
the  officers  of  the  inquifidon.    The  town  and  faarbou'  af 
Su  Michael 9  commonly  called  the  Sangb  f/lanJ,  froqi  oaoaf 
the  grand  mailers  of  the  order,  who  caufed  it  ix>  be  boilt^ 
anno  1 560,  is  only  parted  from  the  land  by  a  deep  ditch. 
It  16  aboot  a  league  in  compafs,  and  well  fortifiod  after  tho 
7heportoftnod&fn  manner;  and  is  chiefly  inhabited  by  the  corbirs  at 
ihec^r-      the  Order,  who  are  fent  to  cruife  agatnft  the  Turks.     Be* 
fairs,  and  x^ff ttn  this  port  and  that  of  St,  Jngeh  i$  another,  to  wliidi 
utcn.     ^  ^j^g  coffalrs  and  galleys  come  to  anchor  with  their  piw* 
and  plunder*  whether  taken  from  Ti^rks  or  Chriftians.   Tfaif 
port  may  be  (hut  up  by  the  means  of  a  ftrong  chain,  to  pn» 
vent  the  Turks,  or  any  other  enemies,  eocerinff  into  it  $  and 
here  the  ftandard  of  the  city  and  caftle  are  duplayed,  when 
any  galley  or  other  veflel  is  iailing  in.     Behind  that  of  A* 
Michael  is  the  place  where  the  Dutch  veflels  uTttally  cone  €9 
anchor  '.    And  thus  much  may  fnfiice  with  refpoft  to  the 
moft  oonfiderable  fea-port  towns. 
Filiates        The  villages,  or  adhametSf  as  they  are  culled  by  the  oa^ 
divided     tives,  or  cqfales  by  the  Italians ^  thou^,  as  we  have  el^ 
'*^/^'     where  hmted,  they  were  reckoned  by  avthors  of  older  datt 
&'*  6      ^  amount  to  no  more  than  between  thirty  and  forty  •,  yet 
^M^^  her  ^'^y  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  increafedin  number,  as  well  as  bulk»  finoe 
'^^     '  the  fettlement  of  the  cn-der  in  the  ifland,  as  to  amount  to 
above  fixty ;  fome  of  which  are  likewife  become  very  ooa« 
fiderable  ^    Thefe  were  divided  foon  after  into  pariflies,  as 
the  whole  iiland  is,  for  the  better  regulation  of  their  feveral 
diilrids ;   whilft  the  direftions  and  encouragement  tfaey 
have  given  thofe  mountaineers,  and  tiie  eacample  they  Iumro 
&t  before  them,  how  to  improve  their  lands  to  the  beft  ad-^ 
vantage,  and  the  training  them  up  under  their  martial  dif- 
cipline,  in  order  to  defend  themfidves  agunft  invafioQs,  have 
at  once  enabled  them  to  live  more  happily  and  {afdy  under 
their  new  mailers*  than  they  did  before  thdu:  aoming,  uoder 
their  former  government* 
Katural        THIS  ifland  never  was  noted  for  any  natural  rarities  words 

r«nti€t     notice ;  if  we  except  the  cave  or  grotto  where  St.  Paul  and 
fcarci*  ^  " 

'  Vbrtot,  k  al.  fupradtac.       *  Bosio,  id>i  fap.  Hiaaoif. 
ALBXANoa.fiegeof  Maldia»&aL  ^  Davity,  VsaTor, 

tffal. 

*  o  .  bis 


Iks  company  took  {hdter  from  the  raiaa,  when  tt^  vipof .  &f«  5/.  Paal!i 
ttOed  tQ  his  arm ;  on  the  roof^  fides,  and  floor  of  whichf  ^a^e. 
ve  9KC  lold,  are  found  in  the  folid  ftoQe»  whlctv  if  of  a  foft 
|iafiQ?e»  the  eyes,  tongues,  head$,  and  other  ptr(s,  of  thai 
iqitiie  kiod,  in  great  abijiudancei  and  fo  lively  repr dent^di 
that  no  art  can  exceed  them.    The  like  of  which  ve  ar^  ^ 
atfo  uM  are  to  be  foand  in  many  othex-  parti  of  tt)^Ulaad  1 
and  all  erf  them  are  faid  to  b^  and  are  ufed  accordU)i|^y«  a9 
aa  eflicaciotts  antidote  againft  the.  lute  of  poifooous  crea? 
tores,  and  even  ag^nft  all  Hiilda  of  poifoo.    And  this,  the 
traditioQ  adds,  is  a  quality  which  was  given  to  them  by  th^ 
airaeqloiis  bloffing  and  prayers  of  that  apoftle,  infoRmch 
that  no  veuop^ous  cre^ore  couJd  live  in  that  iiland  ever  iince 
that  time  (C).    Near  that  place  is  a  well  of  excellent  water^ 
which  they  likewife  pretend  was  at  fipft  miraculonfly  brought 
oat  by  the  fame  apofUe's  fn^iting  the  nock,  to  quench  tbii 
tbkft  of  hia  cof»panions  after  their  ihip^wrepk ;  and  fofliua 
od)er  virtues  are  likewife  afcribed  to  the  water  by  the  fuper** 
ftiQDQs  inhabitants,  not  worth  repeating  i  only  it  may  not 
he  hD];»rc^)er  to  obferve,  in  general^  that  the  iilaad  k  alavoft 
every  way,  but  sftore  particularly  on  the  fouth  coaO».  fiur<^  •    • 

rounded  with  fuch  a  quantity  of  rocks^  the  greateA  part-  o£ 
which  fcarcely  rife  above  the  furface  of  the  water,  that  vm 
teed  be  the  lefs  farprifed  at  any  of  the  circumftaaces  relate4 
\fS  St  laih  concerning  the  apc^le's  ihipwreck  there  ^.    JBuf 

>>  AA$  xxvii.  41.  Si  f«q.  Vide  auA.  fapracitaf, . 

(C)  We  are  farther  told»  that  1$  a  c^ieus  piece  of  Dainting, 

tlie  converts  whom    St.   PatJ  representing  the  appftle^^  (h^S- 

made  during  his  abode  in  that  ing  off  the  viper,  withoat  re* 

ifland,  built  a  little  church  on  ceivJBg  any  hprt  froai  it»  and 

tbat  fpot  of  gronnd,  which,  by  fyrrounded  with  men,  women, 

mfon  of  its  being  expofed   to  and  children,  all  drawn  to  the 

the  winds  and  waves,  wa£  o^  lift,  and  in  attitudes  of  adjQi<- 

tea  blown  doam  and  rebuilt,  ration  and  furprife,  and  in  the 

That  which  is  now  to^  be  ieen  old  M/tkkiff  garb;   and  thf 

UfMin  it  was  built  by  the  fanved  whole  v^y  well  executed, 

A^df  Vt§mi(9urty  grand  mailer  ^    On  the  lop  of  the  painting 

of  the  order*  antt9  1606,  and  U  the  fgllowiag  Uatin  lAfpn^* 

is  A  very  handibme,  tho'  ixnall,  tion  : 
drodare.    On  the  altar-piece 

Viftra  ignis  aSa  cahrefrufira  Pauli 
MonufK  invaJit ;  is  infills  hmeditens 
jingitShu  if  herhis  mtHmit  mnm€  vitruj* 
M.DC.V.    (8;. 

(8)  ^Wi/jr,  Ihfftr,  JTwMt  9  «'• 


It  W^  J*M  ^/Maltha:  B^XVIIt 

the  moft  fiftgular  rarity  we  read  of  in  this  ifland,  U  j^  f^t  at 
fome  (mall  diftance  from  the  Tillage   afid  church  of  St.- 
Matthew]  where  there  flood  formerly  a  little  church,  whkft 
fuddenly  difappeared,  whether , blown  up  or  funk  in  tb« 
ground  by  fome  fmall  earthquake ;  in  whofe  place  there  b 
now  to  be  fecn  only  a  large  hollow  or  precipice,  betweea 
forty  and  fifty  fathom  deep,  and  about  five  hundred  yapds  in 
circumference:  but  what  the  moft  furprifing  of  all  is,  that 
the  bottom  of  it  is  fiat,  and  like  an  orchard,  having  fundry 
fruitotrees,    and  other  plants  and  vegetables,   growing  ia 
it  ^• 
Jrttjuial      Among  the  few  artificial  rarities,  excepting  the  noble 
raritUs.    buildings  and  gardens  above  defcribed,  which  are  tb  be  met 
with  in  this  ifland,  w^  may  reckon  the  two  marble  heads  ia 
Binds  of    half-relief,  much  larger  than  the  life,  which  were  difcovered 
Zenobia   j^j  jj  ^^^^  2^6,  and  are  now  fecn  fixed  into  the  hinder  wall 
Sy^ea  *  ®^  ^^^  grand  mafter's  palace ;  the  one  infcribed  to  ZcnMa 
Orientals  Domina,   and  the  other  to  Pentheftka,     In  the 
St.  Aga.   church  dedicated  to  St.  Agatha  is  a  moft  noble  ftatue  oS  that 
thd^^jfia^    female  laint  in  white  marble>  placed  upon  the  high  altar, 
/«»•  and  ocquifitely  wrought.     When  the  Turks  laid  fiegc  to  thtt 

city,  the  fuperftitious  inhabitants  fetched  it  out  of  the 
church,  and  placed  it  upon  the  raimparts,  where  the  faint 
was  expofed  to  the  continual  firing  of  the  befiegers ;  and 
whilft  Oas  was  wholly  employed  in  protefUng  her  votaries, 
and  unmindful  of  her  own  fafety,  a  random  fiiot  came  and 
carried  off  the  little  finger  of  her  right  hand,  which  obliged 
her  afterwards  to  keep  fo  good  a  look-out,  that  fhe  receive^ 
no  further  harm.  This  image  is  held  in  great  veneratioq 
by  all  the  Malthefi,  as  the  proteArefs  of  the  city  and  ifland. 
Dnadful  But  the  greateft  curiofity  is  the  grotto  of  that  faint  under 
P'otto*  the  church,  .and  runs  a  great  way  under  ground.  The  place 
hath  three  apertures,  at  which  the  curious  are  let  down  by 
ropes,  furnidied  with  flambeaux  and  other  conveniendes. 
But  they  find  it,  upon  their  coming  down  into  it,  fo  fiillof 
turnings  and  windings,  fo  interfefibed  with  other  n^eanderSf 
that  they  have  not  the  courage  to  penetrate  for  into  it,  for 
fear  of  being  bewildered  and  loft^  What  is  ftill  worfe  is, 
that  the  fear  and  terror  they  are  in  all  the  time  hinders  them 
from  being  able  to  make  any  obfervations,  pr  giving  any  to- 
lerable account  of  it ;  which  proves  fuch  a  difi:ouragement, 
that  few  people  have  thp  curiofity  or  heart  to  go  into  it. 
They  fhew  in  their  great  armoury,  among  other  curiofities^ 
ihc  vmour.  (hield,  ifc.  of  ibme  oiF  their  moil  famed  wari 

f  ^Qf  10^  &  al.  fupra^  ci^tj 
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riors  an4  grand  mafters ;  a  cannon  made  of  bars  of  iron^ 
h&ened  together  by  a  ftrong  wire,  with  a  very  thin  cafe  of 
wood,  and  the  whole  coveried  with  a  thick  leather,  well 
irvcd,  and  fo  curionfly  painted,  that  it  looks  like  a  real  brafs 
gun.  iTiefe  were  at  firft  invented  for  the  convenience  of 
carrying  them  over  high  rocks  and  mountains ;  but  being 
apt  to  burft,  or  become  unfit  for  fervice,  have  been  fet  afide 
imce  y.' 

We  have  already  taken  notice  of  the  conduit  that  furniihes 
the  city  of  Vatella  with  fuch  plenty  of  water ;  in  memory  of 
whofe  founder,  jihf  de.  Fignacourf,  a  handfome  pillar  is 
eroftedy  about  1 5  feet  high,  with  his  coat  of  arms  upon  it. 
Bat  the  moft  curious  of  all  b  the  fountain  in  the  great  iquare, 
and  made  by  the  grand  mafler  Lafcaris.  It  is  of  ftone,  cut 
m  the  form  of  a  bafket,  which  ftands  on  a  pedeilal,  about 
three  feet  from  the  ground.  In  the  midfl  of  it  is  a  fpire,  or 
obelifk,  about  four  feet  high,  adorned  with  flowers  and  fef* 
toons,  banging  from  the  four  angles,  iBrom  the  top  to  the  bot- 
tom.; and  on  the  top  of  the  obelifk  is  another  bafket,  fmaller 
and  mote  neatly  wrought.  The  water  rifmg  at  the  four 
angles  of  the  pbeliik  vel  the  firft  bafket  falls  into  the  fmali 
one  above ;  which  beiug  pierced  through^  fends  it  back  to  : 

the  lower  in  a  great  variety  of  Areams,  from  which  it  again  '. 

falls  into  a  laigeftone  trough^  where  the  horfes  come  to 
drink,  and  thence  into  a  lower  one,  where  dogs  and  other 
like  creatures  come.alfo  to  quench  their  thirlt  *.  This  piece, 
and  the  conduit  that  fumiihes  it  with  water,  are  by  Vertoi 
Ililed  a  work  worthy  of  an  antient  Homan  t-        " 

We.  hinted  alittle.  higher,  that  the.  foil  of  the  ifland  is  Soil  now 
dther  ftody  dr  iandy,  dry,  and  mofUy  barren,  naturally;  ac///r«//iV 
yet  it  hath  this  good  quality,  even  where  the  leaft  pains  have  voted. 
been  taken  to  cultivate  and  ebrich  it,^  that  what  grows  upon 
it  is  exqnifite  to  a. high  degree,  either  for  tafte  or  flavour*. 
Th^  flowers  and  aro6iitic  herbs  yield  a  mofl  odoriferous  .and  ExcelUni 
reviving  fmellv  the  fruits  a  XDoft  delicate  flavour  and  relifli.yr»/>j, 
Thar  cotton,  which,  doth  not  grow  here  ypon  tall  trees,  a^  herbsf  &ci 
in  Egypt  and  other  parts  oi  Afia^  but  upon  ftrubs,  not  abov^ 
half  a  yard  or  two  f^et  high,  is  r^koned  the  flnefl  in  the 
world.    It  mufl  b^  fown  every  year,  becaufe  it  dies  after  i( 
hath  yielded  its  feed.     The  pods,  which  contain  the  cotton, 
are.  of  the  bigne(s  of  a' Albert,  which,  when  ripe,  fplits  itfelf 
into  three  or  four  pointed  leaves,  whence  comes  out  this  fine 
ioit  wool ;  in  the  midfl  of  which  Is  foupd  a  kind  of  oily  feed, 

y  Thevbnot,  part  i.^c.  7.  &  al.  fupra  citat.  ■  Id.  ibid. 

f  lib.  xiv.  fub  ann.  1^16, 
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parifli  they  belong  to  almoft  as  fobn  as  they  open  tbek 
mouths  to  fpeak.  Thegreateft  part  of  the  country  ndthioi 
hardly  uaderftand  any  other ;  but  thofe  that  livecin  cities  and 
towns  fpeak  th^  French  and  Italian  tolerably  well.  But  thil 
which  is  moft  in'ufe,  both  in  the  city  of  Valetta  and  amoog 
the  knights  and  perfons  of  rank,  is  the  Italian  \ 
Marri-^  We  do  not  find  that  they  have  any  writing  amongft  then  t 
a^es*  their  very  contraAs  of  marriage  are  made  by  an  exchange  i| 
a  handkerchief,  or  fome  fuch  trifle,  between  the  bride  airf 
bridegroom,  before  witnefles ;  which  done,  they  may,  anii 
ufually  do,  cohabit  together  fome  fmail  dme,  during  which  the 
man  leads  his  bride  about  the  ftreets  or  lanes  of  the  villagoj^ 
either  to  (hew  his  compiaifance  for  her,  or  to  convince  hat 
that  he  is  free  from  jealoufy.  All  this  is  allowed  even  brfonej 
the  marriage  ceremony,  which  is  ufually  performed  at  chufdu 
And  indeed  their  poverty  is  fuch  as  doth  not  admit  of  an^ 
Bwrials*  greater  formality  or  ceremonial.  In  their  burials  they  havtt 
borrowed  from  the  Greiks  the  old  unnatural  cuftom  of  hirii^ 
women-mourners,  or  rather  hovders,  who  accompany  tU 
corpfe  with  moft  hideous  and  difmal  outcries,  geftures,  aal 
adlions,  tearing  their  hair,  and  fcratching  their  faces,  in  4 
moft  dreadful  manner,  all  the  way  they  go.  The  near  rdfejj 
tioQs  likewife  ftiave  their'faair,and  throw  themielves  upon  the 
dead  corpfe,  and  (end  forth  the  inoft  doleful  lamentatioof 
over  it.  The  proceffion  is  pi^ceded  by  a  number  of  perfboi 
in  black,  and  maiked  (D),  followed  by  another  retinue  cf 
monks  and  priefts,  one  carrying  the  crofs  before  them,  and 
the  reft  holdii^  torches  in  their  hands.  Thefe  have  tfadr 
bodies  covered  with  a  kind  of  upp^r  garment,  of  black  feigs 
or  freeze,  which  reaches  from  head  to  foot,  and  drags  a  loos 
tail  behind  theni;  or  is  held  up  by  fome  underling*  Therw 


kvidti  fttpra  citat« 


(D)  Thcfc,  w©  6]ppoie,  be- 
long to  fome  of  thofe  fraterni. 
tie's  called  peQi'teirts,  which  are 
very  common  in  all  the  popifli 
countries,  and  appear  at  their 
funeral  and  other  procefiions  in 
a  long. linen  habit,  which  covers 
their  ufual  drefs,  and  is  girt 
about  with  a  fli-ing  or  fa(h. 
Over  their  heads  they  wear  a 
piece  of  the  fame  cloth,  fown 
in  the  (hape  of  what  we  call  an 
Hiffocrates'%  ilteVe,'thro'  wkicii 


there'  are  two  holes,  cut  odt 
for  them  to  fee  their  way  thio*« 
This  drefs  is  common  to  ail 
thofe  fraternities,  they  differiag 
only  in  the  colour  of  it,  fome 
being  white,  others  blue  or  re^l, 
but  mod  generally  of  the  black 
hue.  All  thefe  commonly  afiiit 
ac  the  funeral  of  a  brother  or  a 
iider,  that  is»  of  one  of  the  fra- 
ternity/ in  their  refpe^ivedreis, 
and  are  buried  in  it  when  they 
d«e«    .  .      • 
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I  of  the  funeral  ceremony  is  performed  mucfi  after  the  rites  of 
the  Greek  church,  and  needs  no  further  defcription. 

The  forces  of  the  ifland^  abftraAed  from  the  knights,  and  f <»'*^'^* 
thofe  that  bdong  more  direftly  to  tlieir  order,  confift  in  the 
number  of  the  inhabitants,  among  which  they  reckoned 
above  25,000  men,  about  the  middle  of  the  laft  century,  all 
tbie  to  bear  arms,  robuft,  and  well  difclplined,  and  who  ai-e 
obliged,  at  the  firing  of  the  fignal  cannon  three  times,  to 
appear  under  their  proper  ftandards,  in  all  their  martial  ac* 
coutrements,  in  lefs  than  two  hour?.   'They  commonly  wore  ^W^"'* 
kmgfwords  and  daggers,  bows  and  arrows,  lances,  pikes  both 
long  and  (hort,  which  they  ufed  with  great  dexterity' ;  but 
fioce  they  have  been  under  the  difcipline  of  the  Maltefe 
knights,  they  are  become  no  lefs  expert  in  the  ufc  of  all  fire* 
arms,  and  other  modem  weapons.     They  are  likcwifc  for  "^^fi* 
the  moft  part  good  horfemen,  tliough  they  make  no  far- 
ther ufe  of  hories  thaa  for  the  army,  and  thefe  are '  bred  to 
j  THh  with  moft  prodigious  fpeed,  to  leap  over  hedges  and 
I  ditches  with  furprifing  eafe  and  readinefs.     Of  thcfe  they 
'  iifed  to  keep  about  400,  but  probably  they  have  much  in- 
I  citafed  the  number.     Thefe  are  reviewed  at  leaft  once  in  fix 
months  by  the  grand  mafter,  or  fome  deputy ;  and,  the  bet- 
ter to  train  both  horfes  and  riders  to  the  martial  difcipline, 
diey  have  races  yearly  in  or  near  the  city,  where  confiderabhe 
prizes  are  allowed  to  the  winners,  befides  their  being  exer- 
cifcd  at  proper  feafons.     But,  befides  which,  every  knight 
that  hath  four /cudi  or  crowtts  per  day  is  obliged  to  maintain 
■one  for  his  own  ufe,  and  at  his  own  charge*.     The  number  ^""^^  ^f 
of  gallies  which  the  order,  or,  as  they  :Scft  to  ftile  it,  the  i«^^'"- 
^gion  (becaufe  they  are  chiefly  deflgned  for  its  defence,  and 
.are  efteemed  the  bulwark  of  it  agalnft  the  Turks  and  Bar- 
bury  pirates)  furntOi,   is  more  or  lefs,  according  to  the  exi« 
gcnce  they  arc  in.     The  number  of  them  ufed  to  be  five, 
till,  Armo  1627,  the  grand  mafter  Paul  ordiered  a  fixth,  and, 
Awu^  1652,  Lafcaris  a  fevenih,  to  be  built.     Thefe  are  very 
^^  aftd  {fa'ongiy  built,  well  manned  and  commanded,  hav- 
ing ufually  each  ^00  mariners  and  25  knights  on  board ; 
and  that  which  is  called  the  Capitaniay  and  carries  the  ftand- 
ard  of  the  order,  hath  moft  commonly  30  knights.     Be- 
fidj«  thefe,  they  have  a  number  of  galleons,  and  other  Infe- 
rior veflels,  the  crews  of  all  which  confift  chiefly  of  flaves,  Sla*uts^ 
of  which  they  have  feldom  lefs  than  2  or  3,000,  whereof 

*  Botjo,  k  al.  fup.  citat.  *  lid,  ibid. 
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riai/sic  who  da  not  fence  oa  (hip^l9Qar4  art  ^oaploffd  ib  tK^ 

xnoft  hborious  and  laweft  olikes  at  tasd  ;  aivd  thefe  are  ia 

coniUntly  bought  and  ibid  f v«r}i  mar)cct-d»y»  that  thArc  is 

Strength,  oa  ftatiDg  the  nunber  of  tb^itt  S    Vpoo  thf  whole,  whcth«r 

we  coaliBer  the  ooany  fartific^tioos  vrhich  have  been  erefbd 

from  time  to  linic,  at  occafipa  required,  or  the  vaft  qoaatitj 

of  artUiery,  and  other  warlil^e  ammoaition,  with  which  every 

oae  is  furoKbfdi,  the  exptrieoce  and  bravery  of  the  com* 

Gsnjlant     jnanders^  the  good  dIfctpIiBe  and  coDilant  watch  that  if 

«M/^^j      kept  among  them,  joined  to  the  advantageonfaefs  of  iti  fitoa* 

tion,  we  fliall  b^  obliged  to  own,  that  it  was  Bot  witheec 

good  reafon  that  this  iuaod  hath  been  long  fince  diftinguUM 

'  by  the  title  of  FiorM  MenJo,  or  Flower  of  the  world.    Bot 

as. it  is  in  continual  danger  of  being  furpriied  either  by  the 

Turkj  or  Barbary  pirates,  (o  every  place  of  coo&qpeafii^ 

efpecially  along  the  coafts,  hath  its  governor  and  proper  ga* 

ami  fa*     rifon,  which  keeps  a  conftant  guard,  and  a  ftri£l  petrok 

trole.        every  night  both  on  foot  and  on  hor(<^ck ;  and,  upon  the 

^be  alarm  j^aft  appearance,  give  the  immediate  alarm  by  beaeoas  (bt 

bowgi'uin.  ^^  gj.g  ^jjj  ( j^g  jjjgj5|  grounds,  from  which  they  are  aafwerdl 

by  the  firii^  of  the  city  guns ;  ib  that  th«  aUrn^  Is  fprcad 

through  the  whole  iflaad,'  and  every  perfoa  who  bears  arw 

is  got  in  rcadinefs  for  defence,  in  about  an  hour  oif  twoi 

^m  the  moft  conQderahk  Ijpa-port  to  th^  mcaneft  and  r«- 

snoteft  village  f . 

Commerce.      The  traHick  of  th§  ifland  is  inconfidenibIe»  cee/)Aia| 

^rhiefly  in  vnne  and  a  few  filks  i  but  there  is  a  great  qwati^ 

of  corn  imported  from  Sicily^  Jticant^  sad  Other  pjaeci; 

and,  when  that  proves  iafuificient,  their  flups  bXL  oat  io^ucA 

of  \t,  and  oblige  as  tnany  veflela  at  they  meet  w|th^  wUcii 

are  laden  with  it,  to  part  with  it  at  the  price  that  they  would 

Cer/atn.    j^^^  f^j^  j^  ^^  ^j  ^^  ^^  ^^  whi^  they  were  beund.    As 

for  the  Turl^  and  Barh^ry  f^gr^irs  whkb  fall  into  their 
bands,  they  arofure  to  be  made  priies  of,  and  tba  whole 
cargo  feized,  whether  ladea  with  com  or  aajr  oth^r  merehao* 
Crftififfg'  diae,  and  all  the  people  in  the  fliip  are  madi^  flavei  i  aad, 
as  they  are  feldom  without  having  many  fqch  vefll^Is  eniifiog 
oa  that  fea,  fo  we  may  look  upon  thefe  captures  to  bf  one  Oi 
the  moft  profitable  branches  of  their  commerce ;  for  it  is  hy 
this  means  that  they  are  ablf  to  foraiih  Sicifyt  and  other 
parts  of  the  UvMt»  with  fpicei^  fogar,  fad  other  the  like 
commodities,  in  returi^  for  whi^h  they  briog  back  9^1 
pulfe,  flefli  both  frefh  and  falted,  wood,  oil,  filks,  and  other 
Qeceflaries.    Sat  the  chief  profit  of  tliefe  goes  to  the  ordefj 

f  B08IJQ,  &  al.  nbifop,  i  IidtH>id» 
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the  native  inhabitants  having  no  other  (hare  of  it  than  by 
the  exchange  they  make  of  them,  with  the  produce  of  their 
own  lands  and  induflry ;  infomuch  that,  excepting  fome  few 
of  them,  not  above  ten  or  twelve  in  Bofio^s  time  were  worth 
above  aoo  or  600  crowns  by  the  traffick  they  carried  on  of 
their  cotton  and  cummin  feed  ;  the  reft,  as  we  have  already  T/heffofU 
hiated,  w^rc  very  poor>  and  it  is  fcarcely  to  be  fuppofcd  vtry  fv$r. 
have  been  hitkxtA  to  grow  richer  fmce  that  time  >. 

The  money  coined  here  is  inconfiderable^  it  betn?  with  Monty 
ionpit  diJKculty  that  the  emperor  Cbarks  V.  allowed  themf^'*^^  • 
that  privilege.    It  chiefly  confifts  of  iilver  and  copper  pieces  ^^'"'^ 
of  }ow  value.     'Xht  fqialleft  of  the  latter  metal  aie  caHed 
PiccioH,  fix  of  which  njake  a  grano,  or  grain,  ten  of  thefi* 
make  a  Carlino,  two  of  which  ipake  8^  Tarino,     The  Tarini 
are  dther  of  copper  or  fUver,  and  amoujit  to  about  4  i  ^. 
French  money.    They  have  fome  pieces  pf  brafs  worth  four 
Tarini  each,  but  pafs  no-where  bat  in  the  ifland,  and  are 
caft  iwr^y  to  preferve  the  filver  coin  for  fpreign  tra£ck. 
The  Scudij  or  Maltefe  crowns,  are  reckoned  worm  about  54 
pence  of  frencb  money.     They  coin  likewMe  fequins,  which 
are  worth  about  1 6  Tarini  \  but,  bcfides  thefe,  they  have 
variety  of  foreign  coin,  fuch.as  Vimtian  an(l  Turki/h  feauins, 
whicb  aiY  worth  1 9  T(iriru  ;  the  Spar^flf  piftole,  which  is 
worth  fonietimes  33  and  (bmetimes  34,  a$  their  value  alters 
in  other  countries.    They  make  ufe  liicewife  of  the  Siiani/b  Foreipt 
doUarSy  Taiers^  which  pafs  commonly  for  10  Tarini,  hut  coin  cur ^ 
thefe  muft  pafs  through  the  mailer  of  tfaeiAit's  hands,  and^^^^- 
have  his  mark  ftamped  upon  them  K^ 

Tif  E  grand  maA^r,  whp  Js  always  chofen  with  great  can-  Govern- 
tion  and  ceremony  by  the  chapter  of  order,  as  we  (ball  fee  «^^  ■ 
in.  its  prc^per  place,  hath  the  whole  revenue  of  the  ifland,  as  ^^^^^ 
well  as  of  the  fjnaU  and  inconfiderable  one  of  Grfd  adjoining  ^^fi^** 
10  it>  of  which  more  hereafter,  over  both  which,  at  his  elcc- 
tkm,  he  is  invefted  with  the  fbvereign  power  during  his  life, 
by  die  grant  which  the  emptor  Charles  V.  the  then  propri- 
etor of  it,  gave  to  the  firft  of  them  at  his  inveftiture  of  thofe 
iflands  ;  fo  that  they  have  held  ever  fincc  the  title  of  (ovc-f heir  rank 
i^gtl  priijices^  and  ar/;  next  in  rank  to  the  imperial  and  regal  an^i  ^ig- 
digoiiyt  and  take  place  of  aU  other  foverelgn  princes,  and  m'ty, 
ev«o  of  th#  JlQmi/b  cardinals,  and  fend  and  receive  ambaf- 
iadors  like  all  otlier  crowned  he^ds  K    To  thefe  the  popes 
added^fome  other  privileges,  befides  confirming  the  forego- 
ing ;  (o  that  when  one  of  them  comes  to  Xotne,  he  is  in  titled 

>  Bono,  Davitt,  &  aL        ^  lid.  abi  fup.  k  ak      ^  Bo- 
iiQf  &  al.  nbi  fup, 
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to  the  ncarcft  place  to  his  holincfs,  whether  in  the  church*  ^ 
chapel,  or  other  place,  and,  in  a  cavalcade,  to  ride  imme- 
diately before  him,   and  alone  "^  (E) ;  for,  long  before  their 
being  poflefled  of  this  ifland,  a  grand  mafter  of  the  Order  , 
^  was  looked  upon  as  the  mofl  powerful  of  all  the  ChriAiaa 

princes  of  the  eaft  ^ 
Revenuis-  His  revenues,  ai ifmg  not  only  from  a  certain  tax  upon  the 
ifland;  and  that  of  Cqfa^  including  with  it  the  duties  on  (ale 
goods  imported  and  exported,  and  fuch  like  impofts,  were 
computed  by  j&^(9  to  amount  to  about  10,000  crowns,  onie 
year  with  another  :  and  he  fays,  that  the  emperor  CharUs  V. 
hardly  received  more  from  thence  than  47  ducats  per  Jnn,  . 
But,  befides  thefe,  the  order  allows  him  the  like  fum  for 
the  entertainment  of  his  table,  the  right  of  admiralty  upon 
all  prizes,  at  the  rate  of  10  per  Cent,  as  well  upon  merchan- 
dazes  as  flaves^  gain  arifmg  from  the  vacant  commanderies 
and  priories^  formerly  common  to  the  order,  but  fince  appro- 


^  VEaTOT,  ubi  fup.  lib.  ix.  fab  an.  15^* 
an.  1414. 


1  Id.  fub 


(E)  We  have,  upon  this  point, 
the  judgment  of  the  great  law- 
yer Chaffane^  who,  in  his  treatife 
De  Gloria  Mundu  fpeaking  con- 
cerning ecclefiaftical  dignities, 
expreiles  himfclf,  with  great  rc- 
fped  to  the  gr«»d  matter,  in 
thefe  words : 

'*  Crederem  quod  tfte  magnus 
f  magtfter  Rhodi,  poft  papam^ 
*'  dchcret  pracedsre  omnes  patri^ 
**  archaSi  cardinaht^  l^  alios 
**  pontifices  ecclefiajlicos^  £sf  cum 
•*  fvideatur  tanta  ejfe  dignitatis 
cujus  rfi  patriarcba,  quod  poft 
imperatcrem  l^  alios  principes 
**  batcntcs  jura  imperii,  ut  funt 
regrs  Fraricia  {5*  Hifpania^ 
quod pr ace d.  ret  cmrtes  principes 
reco-^  n^Jcentes  fuperiorem,  put  a 
••  principes  fuhditos  imperio,  et 
•*  quofcumque  duces ;  habet  enim 
•*  fubfe  magnos  privcipes^  i^  eft 
•*  jr.axime  bonoratus^''  (9). 
Accoidingy,  when  he  was. 


« 


among  other  Chridian  princes, ' 
invited  to  the  council  of  Trent^ 
and  had  fent  thither  two  of  his ' 
order  as  his  ambaiTadors to  that' 
grand  aflembly,  one  of  whomt 
by  reafon  of  his  extreme  oKl 
age  and  infirmities,  could  not 
reach  it,  the  other,  r^raed  Royas^ 
coming'  to  challenge  his  rank 
according  to  that  of  his  princi* 
pal,  was  at  firft  ftrennoully  op. 
pofed   by  the  whole  body  of 
bifhops,  who  thought  it  a  lef- 
fening  to  their  dignity  to  give 
place  to  a  fimple  monaAic,  Tent 
thither  as  depucy  from  a  mere 
fraternity  ot  his  brethren,  for 
fo  they  termed  him.  They  were 
however  obliged  to  fubmit  to 
it,  and   he  was  allowed  to  fit 
among  the  other  amba^adors 
according  to  the  rank  forsierl7 
afligned  and  fetUed  by  the  pope 

(10). 


(9)  Ap%  Vtrtttj  lib*  xii.  /uban,  J$S9*  vd,  ir*  /•  34$. 
*.  421. 


(xo}  Id.  ibid. 
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priated  to  hini,  together  wkh  fomc  other  pcrqnifites  annexed 
to  the  dignity,  of  which  we  (hall  fpeak  more  particularly  in 
the  fequel,  were  computed,  in  the  whole,  at  about  40,000 
more ;  in  all,  communibus  annis,  about  60,000  crowns  '• 
With  all  this  great  income,  and  pre-eminent  rank,  he  af-  HumH$ 
fumed  no  higher  title  in  all  his  letters,  ifc.  than  that  of  titles. 
The  humble  fervant  of  the  facred  houfe  of  the  hoJf>ital  of  St. 
John  of  Jerufalem,  and  of  the  military  order  of  the  knights 
tf  the  fepulchre  of  our  Lord^  and  defender  of  the  poor  Chrif 
tians  (F).     Neverthelefs  he  is  addrefled  by  all  with  that  of 
grand  mafter  of  the  order  of  St,  John  of  Jerufalem,  prince  of 
Maltha  and  Gofa^  &c.     But  they  foon  after  bedame  fond  f*^^<^ged 
enough  of  the  latter  to  prefer  it  to  the  former  ;  and  we  find  ^^^  bigber. 
one  of  them  accordingly,  named  Paul  Lafcaris,  afTuming  it 
at  the  beginning  of  his  letter  to  the  dates  general,   for  the 
reftitution  of  thofe  lands  which  they  had  alienated  from  the 
order  «>• 

His  ftate  is  ftill  greater  than  his  title,  he  fitting  always  Grand 

•  under  a  canopy,  whether  in  the  churdi,  general  afiembly,  fiatc. 
or  even  at  his  table,  at  which  LiA  none  are  permitted  to  fit 
with  him   but  the  knights  of  the  highefl  rank,  or  of  the 
great  crofs,  and  thefe  only  upon  floois  or  chairs  without 
backSy  and  where  his  meat  is  ferved  in  by  twelve  pages  of 

•  noble  families.      He  hath  likewife  his  high  (Reward,  and 
carver  to  tafte  his  meat,  and  his  cup-bearer  to  do  the  fame 

by  his  drink  ^.  He  can  never  be  depofed  from  his  dignity  P^wer* 
mthoat  the  pope's  confeni,  nor  can  any  one  elfe  decide  any 
difpute  or  controverfy  between  him  and  his  knights  but  by 
his  holinefs.  Other  things  relating  to  his  power,  dignity, 
eleftion,  6f .  will  be  beft  feen  when  we  come  to  fpeak  of  the' 
order  in  general  in  the  next  fedion.  At  pref^nt  we  have 
only  confidered  him  as  ibvereign  prince  of  Maltha  and  Gofa, 
■  of  -which  laft  ifland  we  ihall  now  give  a  fliort  defcription 
before  we  prbceed  fiu-ther. 

This  fmall  ifiand,  called  by  the  inhabitants  Gaudijh  (G),  The  ijland 
and  by  the  Italians  Gozo^  is  parted  from  that  of  Maltha  by  a  tf/'Goza 

narrow  dejcrihtd. 

»  Bosio,  &al.        *  Dappir  Africa.        ^  Bosio,  &  al. 

(F)  Thus  the  deed  gtanted  the  holy  apoJioUcal  fee^  humble 

by  the  grand  mafter  Foulkts  de  mafter  of  the  houfe  and  hofpitalof  ^ 

Villartt^  dated  from  Rhodesy  Oc^  St,  J«hn  ^Jerufalem,  and  guar- 

Sober   I7,   1312,    xan  in   dicfc  aian  of  the  poor  belonging  to  j^O" 

terms  Brother  Foulkes  de  Vil-  fuj  Chrift  (11). 
laret,  by  the  grace  of  God,  and  of        iO)  This  ifland,  from  its  old 

fll)  ViTUt^  uhi  tut,  ton*  iU  lih.  if,  p,  1 51* 

fi  3  name* 
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Aarrow  chandl  oi  abowt  a  k^e  and  a  baif^  er  INi^^  if«^gMS» 
on  the  north*weft  fid«  of  it.     Its  leagth  is  ftb^ut  thf<c 
leagues^    and  breadth  one  and  a  half,  and  eempaft  about 
eight,  and  is  furrouaded  with  fteep  redLs  and  metres  and 
o^  d^cult  acceis  on  aU  fides.    It  hath  neither  tovm  nor 
hs  inba*, ,  village,  but  only  a  f(pw  fcattered  bainlets,  in  which  thdrc 
hiiants.     might  be  2d)ottt  5000  ibulsy   men,  women,  and  chUdroti, 
w1k>,  to  iecare  their  pofieflioos  from  the  fwteraiflg  coriUrs, 
bad  made  a  fiiift  to  ereA  a  final!  fort  upon  a  high  Jrock^  but 
which  the  Malte/e  comsii/Iaries,  who  Were  fent  to  Makt  a 
view  of  the  ifland,  found  to  be  ib  tU  boilt»  th^t  k  hardly 
deierved  that  name. 
frohut.        Thb  ground  is  mountainous  and  rugged,  ytt  fertile,  Mid 
fo  well  cultivated,  that  it  not  only  fuppiies  its  oWn  inbabk- 
ants  with  plenty  of  corn,  fruits,  and  other  produ£b,  bnt 
fends  fome  quantities  of  them  to  thofe  of  Maitba  >*.    The 
chief  villages,  or  hamlets  rather,  are  called  SctlenA  D^fwercp 
and  Muggjtarif  and  (hefe  breed  great  numbers  of  Oieep  aod 
goats.    The^ifland  breeds  likewife  abundance  of  hares,  mb^ 
bets,  beesy  and  fowl.    Near  it,  towards  the  Bsriary  coaAs, 
ftands  a  high  fi^ecp  roek»  on  which  they  catch  fome  of  tfac 
bed  fakons>  a  fmali  number  a(  which  are  fent  to  the  Idsg  of 
S^in  every  year  by  tb^  grand  mafter,  as  a  kind  of  botMgc 
or  acl^noixd^ement  they  are  obliged  to  pay  to  that  linm^ 
arch,  in  contequ^aee  of  the  grtot  made  to  theiH  of  thefe  two 
iflands  by  the  emperor  CImrles  V.    The  graild  mafters  after* 
wards  much  improved  its  fortifications)   efpeeially  after  it 
had  been  treacheroudy  betrayed  to  the  Turkifb  admirat  by 
its  governor,  and  retirfeen  by  xhtMakefe,    The  fbrmel-y  a^« 
on  their  fitizing  and  plundering  it,  found  in  it  ab^ve  feVM 
thoufand  fouls,  which  fiiews  ho^  much  it  had  impiovid 
finder  the  lat^r.    And  the  grand  mafter  V^rmcattrty  kiKrar- 
ing  of  what  eonfequence  it  was  to  prtvant  tte  T^h  er^ 

r  Dfrhac,  vid.  Boa.  iibi  fsp.    THtVEitot,  p.u  c^%k   Da- 
viTv,  Dapver,  ViRTer,  kb.  id.  lem.  It,  f.zt^ 


ttrv^tb* 


name,  fituation,  and  other  dia* 
radendies,  1$  rightly  enough 
fuppofed  (o  be  tne  fame  with 
the  GauUs  of  P/;^  and  Meht 
the  Gaudcs  otSifaio,  the  G/mi- 
€on  of  PioSmyt  and  the  Fviacrvn 
of  the  Latin  Itinerarinm  Mari* 

^{1%)  Clutfr.  Jnrif,  Sf'ii/,  Ail, 
M>a^p€fy  i^  al.  Juf,  Matt 


num  (i  a>.  The  name  of  Gam- 
iijb  is  xAAraUt  extraid,  aad  we 
ftill  find  It  named  Gaudojb'  by 
feme  AnAk  attchors,  whith  was 
in  all  likelihood  given  td  it  by 
that  nation  wbeh  thtey  had  k  io 
their  pofieffion  ( 1  ^) . 

(13}  Gra/.  Turc.   K  ^io.     AMoT/r 

/bccomifig 
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bcjcoi^ng  ififtfters  of  it,  put  It  into  fuch  &  Ccmditioti  d[  de* 
fettc^  that  tfl  die  xttempts  that  hare  been  xnad^  Cnce  upoa 
it  haw  praval  indlbElmal.  The  caftle^  'Which,  by  reafoa  ckf 
in  hi^  fitnaticm,  comis^inds  th^  'whole  iilatid,  Was  fur- 
itmndai  ttdth  a  ftouc  baftion,  and  fome  other  works,  and. 
^rdl  prtmded  ^th  aitilhty,  and  all  kindt  of  warlike  ammu- 
mtioQ  soA  provifions,  and  the  gartifon  fufEdentty  rekforced. 

The  governor,  who  is  fent  thithet  every  three  year^  £-oia 
UHakhay  coitimojaly  resides  in  the  fort^  and  there  has  been 
fmce  ft  finall  town  bnilt  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  on  which  it 
ftands.     The  inhabitants  of  the  illand  fpeak  the  fame  j^ra- 
bejky  and  follow  the  fame  cuftoms,  with  thofe  of  Maltha, 
They  ave  fioiu  and  ioi^livedy  ttie  air  ixing  very  dear  and  Htahhy 
healthy,  and  the  frefti  fprings  and  fountains  in  great  number,  Mrandfin^ 
and  yielding  excellent  water.     They  are  all  of  the  church-^'*"'^^- 
of  Ronie  here  as  well  as  at  Makha  \ 

BETWEEN  the  iflands  ol Maltha  and  Co/a  lie  the  fmall  ones  Comin 
of  ikndn  and  Comnot^  the  forja^r  of  Which  is  i«f5})ofed  ksyand  Co^. 
he  thfe  ti^heJiiA  or  ifle  of  Vukam  of  the  aatieQtB  \  %xA  is  miuot. 
Ukewiie  under  the  goverft!nent  and  protei^ion  of  the  grand 
mafter.    They  ware  formerly  uninhabited;  bet,  by  the  care 
gt  the  famed  Vignacourtf  a  fort  having  been  btdlt  Upon  eadi 
of  them  for  their  fafecy,  they  are  now  pretty  well  inhabited  ; 
add  thfft  Of  Offmm^  wiiidi  is  ^ilbdot  fear  tx  &<e  writes  ifi  th> 
oifc,  btfsedn  a  large  qtfanil!!^  ^f  onttfe,  «ad  otfber  animals  of 
aB  forts  ^.    Tha.t  of  Lan^eikjlk,  ^Bed  by  Pfolmy  Lipadafo,  Lattipe^'  ' 
Iki  abont  %;  or  jo  lesgods  ^^-feutti-weft  of  MMa,  in^ofa,  a 
tetiurde  S4S  «boiit  7«  tnr  ^«  from  thte  contittenfi.    It  is  ^"-^.fl'^*, 
ttlgisilMr  moiikivatcd  atid  uninhftbited,  init  hath  the  rtitdd^     . 
of  a  caftle,  towwt,  boufe%,  6r.     The  pfeafeh  ^  its  bdng-^^'  "^"^^ 
^atrfDflcd  it  aURjrdHy  a(btb^  ^  ^(oAe  to  ^ftn^  «nd  pfaan- 
WW  tiiMt  hfluiaft  lt>  iy  ctthets  t^  its  mmftiolfoiiie  air,  ^Idi 
omfisa  ^ktM  obtains  nttA  t^fi^iis  ^ 

Il0trfeV£li>  it  is  oermhi^  that  i^er^  {%  a  diorch  tff*  chapel  Yamoui 
in  li  dediCHted  to  the  Vir^ti  ^btiry^  wd  divided  into  twtx^^rc^* . 
pans,  the  i^ae  freqifWteil  by  Clu4ftiims,  atid  ihe  -other  l^y 
i>feto#aN^»fafej»  bo4i  ef  wtioA,  frofh  a  ^d  cF  it^igion,  eotne  . 
10  p«y  Aeir  devotions  a»d  free-will  ofTeringd,  whidi  t!he?^ 
kave  inehittd  in  their  refpeftivc  p»rtitiolB>  no  part  of  whfcl^ 
fcawtwartrhed,  ttittch  I6fs  «aT}ed  Off,  by  any  of  thofe -vo^ 
tines,  thtt^  being  -a  ^ncrrion  or  tt^dhion,  thrft  whofcfcvefr  ^t^ 
fiucpttit^0Bnaev(drM^iftt^4hie  place;  fi> that  tbe  km^ht!^ 


t  Vid.  aaA.  fnpra  dtat.  '  Vid.  Ctvvnt^  Amiti.  SicIK 

tii.  c  16.  »  DufTrii,  I>a«vitt,  5cah  * »  CatJS. 

Tare  I.  till.    Feaavz  Voyag.  MS.  ap JDavity. 
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{{Maltha,  who  lay  claim  to  the  place,  come  in  their  gallies 
at  certain  times>  and  carry  away  the  offerings  made  by  the 
ChriftianSy  and  apply  them  to  the  fuppof  t  of  the  hofpital  of 
Trapani  in  Sicily,  called  Nunicata,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
lick  poor,  or  convey  it  to  their  own  ifland  \  How  that 
which  is  offered  by  the  Turks  is  difpofed  of,  we  arc  not 
told  ;  but  we  may  fafely  believe  they  are  no  lefs  eharitable 
ih  the  ufe  of  it  than  the  Maltefe  knights.  This  ifland,  to 
which  Mr.  Baudrarid  gives  about  i6  miles  of  circumference, 
liecame  more  known  fince  the  dreadful  fhipwreck  of  the 
fleet  of  the  emperor  Charles  V.  on  its  coaflsj  Jnno  1552. 


■  Davity,  Dapper,  Baudrakd,  &  al.  ubi  Tap. 


SECT.    11. 

fthe  Hiftifry  of  Maltha,  Jince  U  came  into  the  Pojfejfion 
of  the  Knights  of  its  ffame^  together  with  an  Account 
of  the  Origin^  Injtitution^  LawSy  Difcipline,  &c.  of 
that  Order. 


Jlnftent 
It  Ate  of 

Maltha. 


1T7£  have  already  hinted  in  the  lafl  fe^ion,  that  this 
^^  ifland  was  given  to  this  order  of  knights  by  the  em- 
peror Charles  V.  in  lieu  of  that  of  Rhodes,  out  of  which 
they  had  been  driven  by  the  Turks.  But  that  nothing 
may  be  omitted  in  this  modern,  which  had  been  overlooked 
XQ  the  antient  hlflory,  it  will  not  be  amifs  to  fay  fomething 
of  its  antient  (late,  before  they  became  maflers  of  it.  Ac- 
cording to  fin  antient  tradition,  it  had  been  under  the  domi-. 
nion  of  an  African  prince  named  Battus,  an  enemy  to  queen 
Dido,  from  which  it  paffed  under  that  of  the  Carthaginians y 
as  we  may  rightly  infer  from  fundry  Punic  infcriptions  to 
be  feen  on  flone  pillars,  and  other  monuments,  Aill  fland*. 
ing.  From  thefe  it  pafled  to  the  Romans,  who  made  them- 
felves  maflers  of  it  at  the  fame  time  that  they  fubdued  the 
iiland  of  Sicily.  Thefe  were  driven  out  of  it  by  the  Arabs 
in  the,  year  828  ;  who  were  driven  out  of  it  in  their  turn  by 
Taken  ty  Roger  the  Norman,  earl  of  Sicily,  who  took  poffeflion  of  it 
the  tori  of  Anno  1 190  ;  from  which  time  it  continued  under  the  do- 
Sicily,       minion  of  the  kings  of  Sicily  %  and  thence  fell  into  that  ot' 

« 

*  Vide  Fa^el  de  reb.  Sical.  1.  i.     Bosio  Hill,  di  Malta,  1.  iii. 
c.  ;.    Davitv,  Dapper,  Virtot,  It  al. 

the 
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the  emperor  Charles  V.  above-mentioned,  by  his  conqueft  of 
NapUszxiA  Sicily  J  as  has  beon  formerly  ihewn  in  thehofiories 
of  tbo(e  feveral  kingdoms. 

In  the  mean  time,  as  the  knights  (to  whom  it  was  granted 
by  that  wife  and  politic  monarch,  as  much  with  a  view  to  pre- 
bnt  his  Italian  dominions  by  this  means,  as  for  the  defence 
of  the  Chriilian  church  againft  the  overgrown  power  of  the 
furkijb  monarchs)  had  already  fignalized  themfclves  during 
feveral  centuries  againfl  thofe  fworn  enemies  of  Chriftianity, 
and,  like  a  fecond  race  of  warlike  and  zealous  Maccabees^ 
were  become  no  lefs  famous  for  their  Cngular  piety  and  zeal, 
Aon  for  their  furprifing  bravery  and  fuccefs,  under  the  dif-  ' 

fcrent  names  of  knights  hofpitalkrs,  knights  of  St.  Jolm^  of  - 
Rhodes,  &c.  it  will  be  very  proper  to  trace  their  original  up 
to  the  fountain's  head,  in  order  to  give  our  reader  a  clearer 
i  idea  of  the  defign,  origin,  inftitution,  progrefs^  and  excel- 
lency, of  that  fo  juftly  famed  order ;  and  of  that  invincible 
courage  which  they  difplayed  during  fo  many  centuries,  in 
defence  of  Chriftianity  c.  0«v//»  0^ 

Wfi  have  fhewn,  in  theantient  hiftory,  to  what  a  dreadful  th€%nigbta 
and  didrefled  condition  the  city  of  Jerufalem  had  been  re-  bo/pitalUrs 
daced  under  the  tyrannical  government  of  the  implacable  ^t  Jcm- 
Baracens  ^,  after  it  had  undergone  fo  many  difafters  under  the  ^^^* 
Ifaurians  and  Perjians^.     In  that  laft,  however,  the  Chrif- 
tians  had  been  treated  with  more  tenderuefs  than  the  reft 
by  the  Khalif  Aaroriy  on  account  of  the  good  underftanding 
which  fubfifted  between  the  emperor  Charles  the  Great  and 
tim.    But,  after  the  death  of  ihat  KhaFif,  they  underwent *a 
much  fcverer  treatment  than  before,  occafioned  by  the  dif- 
cords  which  arofe  between  the  Mohammedan  princes  of  Per- 
fa  and  Egyj)t,  under  whofe  refpeftive  dominions  the  country  ^ 

of  Palejtine,  commonly  called  Holy  Land,  had  often  been 
Mtcd.      The  latter  at  length  remaining  mafters  of  that 
province,  the  Chrillians  again  were  u*eated  with  humanity  chn/fian 
and  gentlcnefs,  till  the  reign  of  Khalif  Equen^  who,  though  crue/fyperm 
born  of  a  Chrillian  mother,  made  it  his  ftudy  to  perfecutey^r«/#4', 
them  with  more  uncommon  cruelty,  as  he  thoughts  thereby 
to  take  off  all  fufpicion  of  his  being  in  the  leaft  degree  in* 
dined  to  their  religion.    Amongft  other  marks  of  his  hatred, 
he  caufed  the  church  of  St,  Sepulchre  to  be  demolifhed,  which, 
as  we  have  already  (hewn,  continued. 3  7  years  in  a  ruinous 

^Dchis  vid.  Mecisser  Beschreca  de  Inful.  Malta,  Fazkl, 
fBozio,  &  al.  fup.  citat.  ^  Vol.  xvii.  p.  25,  Sc  fcq, 

•  Ibid.  vol.  xvi.  p.  49}.   xvii.  p.  i3,  Sc  fcq. 

•    ftate, 
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Thf  church  Ibite,  tU!  rebniit  by  the  emperot  MdHmdchs,  dt  his 
«/St.  Se-  charges,  Armo  1048^  anri  with  the  coiife&t  <3ftht  then 

pulchrc      Bomenfar. 

rtbmit.         AbovIt  the  faitte  time,  fofiie  ttaUaH  gendemeh  tfid  iba:] 
ehaAtSf  >)irh6  had  been  x^itnelTes  of  the  ill  treatment  of 
ChiTfttaxv  pilgrbhd,  not  only  from  the  Ktohanunedatu, 
Bkewife  from  the  Greeks,  ^0  \^ere  by  thii  time  do  lefs 
afiefted  to  them,  undertook  (o  procure  tfaem  a  fure  zfyh 
in  the  city  of  yerv/atm,  where  they  IhouM  be  wholly 
Pilgrim    from  the  itrfblts  of  both.    Thefe  Italians^  >xrho  were  natii 
rifort  to  if.  of  Ama^hy,  a  city  in  the  kingdom  of  Naples^  but  ftill  ft 
jeA  to  the  t7r^^^  emperors  oiConftantino^l^t^GSi  frequent!] 
to  the  fea-ports  of  Syria  and  l^gyft,  whither  they  broagl 
among  oth^  merchandizes  of  value,  fome  curious  pieces 
^^rk  from  Ettfope,  which  were  greatly  admired,  knd  qui 
bought ;  by  which  tneans  they  eafily  introduced  themTeli 
Into  t)ie  IChalif  Mdnjtdzer  BiUab\  court ;  from  whom,  by  di 
of  prefents,  they  obtained  a  perfniffion  to  build  a  houfe, 
bofpital^  at  Jerujakm,  near  the  holy  fepulchre,  for  the  c 
tettahiment  and  mfety  of  fuch  Chrimaa  pilgrima,  tGgetk< 
^th  a  chdrch,  where  they  might  have  divme  fervicc  pc 
ibmied  after  the  rites  of  their  own  church ;  the  Koly  fepi 
fhrfi  he/'  cJire  then  bulldlhg  being  of  the  Greek  rite.    The  govern^ 
fteab  ai    of  die  tity,  according  to  his  orders,  immediately  aflign( 
JprMLcm.  them  a  fpot  of  gft)nnd,  and  a  chapel  was  Toon  built,  v^i 
they  called  SanSfa  Maria  of  the  Latin,  to  diffinguiOi  it  ft 
thofe  of  the  Creek  diurch ;  and  adjoining  to  it  an  ho^ital, 
Latin  fiU  Convent,  for  t4ie  reception  cf  all  Latin  pilgrinis  of  either  fc 
grim  re-   WfaethcT  healthy  Or  fick,  according  to  their  firft  delign. 
eeinndin    Conformity  to  which,  the  two  others,  that  were  a&erw 
dfem.        are6ted  for  the  fame  nfe,  had  likewife  each  its  proper  chi 
the  one  dedicated  to  St.  John  the  Almoner^  or  h^taSle^ 
die  other  to  Iflary  Magdalen  \ 

The  ifirft  of  thefe  had  not  been  long  built,  before  thi 
came  a  good  number  of  zealous  perTons  from  tuirape,  Vrl 
dedicated  themfelves  wholly  to  that  charitable  work,  whil 
the  monks  of  the  order  of  St.  Sennet  officiated  in  the  cha- 
^1,  smd  both  they  and  the  pilgrims  were  fupported  by  the 
ahn^  which  were  coUefted  for  that  end  in  katy  and  other 
parts  of  Europe,  and  were  conftandy  remitted  thither  evei| 
year ;  and  from  this  houfc  arofe  the  order  of  St.  J(Shn^  we 
are  going  to  fpeak  of,  which  proved  in  time  the  bulwark  of 
^  CSiriftianity.  In  this  hofpitable  place,  the  Chrifttans  of  the 
hatin  church  were  received  and  maintained,  without  diftioc* 

}  Vid.  au£t.  bp.  citat*    ViaTPTi  Iib«  s.  p.  ao. 

tioa 


turf  ttidea  or  conditfaMl.    Tlk)ft  irbo  bad  beiQ  ftripptl 
ft)bbm»  lirere  fiq^od  with  ta«v  doaths  and  the  fid^ 
iie,  aod  aU  that  hboured  vndef  any  afii^Hcm  or  ttir4nryy 
tf^  fore  ta  fl^ect  Xnth  a  (idtEbk  rdief  frott  thil  ntw  kiiiil 
iC  charitt^  till  the  dtj  vms  furpriied,  aad  ahaoft  tomlly  da-  fi^Tjxrkf 
Irtqfcd,  bgr'  tha  Tirilx,  6r  Tur^mKahs^  of  whom  we  have  ^^^/eizi  Je- 
arrly  given  aa  uoaouti^,  and  the  whde  garifoii  cf  the  Egyf^  rafalen, 
ln»  Khalif  <tttt  ia  piecte  by  thaxn.  Thk  dUaftar^  irhidi  ha^ 

6tfd  b  lefs  than  frveatctn  years  after  ^tA  baUdiog  af  thts 
pltoi^  put  a  flop  to  all  fatunr  pilgrinageft  for  a  ^die^  oh 
iKcnint  ti  thi;  dreatful  faaviodt  >vhkh  thafe  gr^dy  barha« 
Bum  made  aawng  them,  befides  their  hatiag  [rfohckred  thte 
kfyM  of  every  thing  vahiable ;  and  p^obabiy  would  have 
imt  tke  fiune  by  the  great  chnixh  of  the  Sepidehre^  had  tim 
dK  Feac  of  iofing  the  yearly  incoMie>  trhich  they  raifed  oh  \kc 
areftern  piigrimi,  defeqred  thena  fitMn  it.     )n  this  dreadful 
oooiEtlon  were  the  a£Riirs  of  the  Nofy  Land,  till  the  cett>- 
pbints  wUdi  oune  condaually  firoai  theklce,  heightened  by 
the  ftiriU  foand  of  Prtfr  the  H^rmiV^  triud^el,  ftintd  tip  Dri^vnt 
liba  sod  of  all  the  Chrifliaa  priaces  to  att^impl  tMe  Hefe^  <^  out  ly  ibt 
t^  faovd  places  out  of  the  hands  of  idiofe  tfiir^Uefs  i)^  irujaioru 
dek  \  and  gaVe  birth  to  the  crafa^  ttf  Which  M  itti^ie  a«i- 
tDttnt  haih  been  i^viea  elfewheta  \  Mi  10  which  oar  readei^s 
aRieferredy  to  avoid  respetitictt^ 

to  retara,  therefore,  to  our  fmhftA  hi^tHtXSt.  Jdhh  : 
the  Sfaalif  4X  Egy^^  who  had  takxk  the  advaiita^  of  the 
ddcats  whidi   the  Tarh  had  recdvad  ffota  the  €hnA:ian  p 

crubdors^  aad  retaken  the  dty  of  phf/kbih  A^am  thi^,  be- 
ing jaftly  afraid  of,  as  Well  as  thr^tdned  by,  the  Ghriftiafls, 
vhom  his  breach  of  prpmife  had  gready  exafperated,  of  be- 
lfl|$drifeQ  out  from  it,  had  taken  care  to  fend  about  40,00a 
legolar  troops  into  it,  beiides  the  20^000  Mohammedans  that 
^e  ail .  dy  ia  it^  Whotii  he  hiid  obliged  to  take  u^  arms 
i^aioft  all  adventurers,  Whilft  the  go^ethor  was  Otderi^d  Xo, 
imprifon  by  degrees  all  the  Cbriftians  he  was  fufpicious 
of. 

AUoKG  thefe  Was  the  celebfa!e<l  Gerarct^  a  frenchman  of  Gerard 
Provence  ^,  w^<^'  ^^^  ^he^  dme  that  he  came  to  fifit  ihc/^'t^dj  the 
fdaqes  of  that  dty,  had  dedicated  hioifelf  to  the  ferVice  of  ^^^^  h^' 
iheho^tal  af  &,  Jo^,-  and^  for  hi^  fingukar  pi^ty»  atid  /^i^''^^^''' 
teaderaefs  to  the  pUgriiAa>  had  the  core  aiid  «i#aage^n^  of  ^^^'*'^- 
diat  faaufe  cdm^t«6d  to  htm,  under  the  title  of  sdUiihiflra* 

*  See  Ant.  Hiftdry,  vol.  ii  p.  128.  xvii.  120.  )cx,  6>  &  feq. 
*  B^ucH.  Hill^de  iProrej^cc,  p.  i,  p^  3*.  ' 
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tor.  At  the  fame  time  a  Roman  lady,  named  Agnes^  a 
fon  of  no  lefs  merit,  took  care  of  thpfe  of  ha  own 
and  thefe  two  extended  their  charity  not  only  to  all  ptl 
but  even  to  the  infidels  who  came  thither  for  any  t 
but  much  more  fo  after  the  city  was  taken  by  the  Chriftiflil 
by  whom  he  was  fet  at  liberty,  and  had  the  lingular  pic 
fure  to  fee  it  enriched  by  the  greateft  donatives,  and  m 
dowed  with  lands  to  a  very  great  value ;  and  the  numbers 
male  and  female  hofpitallers  greatly  augmented  ;  and  then 
was  that  he  formed  the  defign,  in  conjunction  with.  ^ 
lady  '  Agnes ^  to  perfuade  all,  or  as  many  oi  thofe  dc 
brothers  and  fiAers  as  were  willing,  to  renounce  the 
and  enter  into<i  monaflic  life;  and  framed  the  rules  of 
1x13.     order,  which  he  foon  after  got  to  be  approved  and  co 

by  pope  Pafcal  II.  who  took  them  under  his  proteAial 
granted  them  fundry  great  privileges,  and  appointed 
reflor  of  the  hofpital  during  his  life;  with  an  injun' 
that,  after  his  death,  the  brotherhood  (hould  proceed  to 
eIe£Vion  of  a  new  governor,  under  the  fame  title  of 
Hence  it  is  that  fome  authors  have  reckoned  him  the 
maAer  of  the  order  ^,  though  he  was  only  the  founder  c£% 
and  that  title  is  given  Jby  all  the  knights  only  to  his  (mi 
cefTor  Raymond^  according  to  the  tradition  which  hath  bed 
generally  received  among  them.  However  that  be,  the  goal 
old  Gerard  lived  to  a  great  age,  highly  reverenced  by  a| 
Gerard  Chriflians,  and  no  lefs  regretted  at  his  death.  The  prindpl 
^i ;  rules,  drcfs,  and  other  particularities,  of  this  new  ordqi| 
the  reader  will  find  in  the  margin  (H),  as  they  were  aftiee 
wards  coufirmed  and  improved  by  his  worthy  fucceflbr  *.   .: 

Ratuqmii 


*^  Gram  AY,  Bosio,  Mbcisser,  Dappbr,  Davitv,  VEaTOfj 

&  al.  plur.         *  Bos  10,  &  al.  fap,  ciut. 


(H)  The  good  old  Gerard,  in 
the  fird  inftitotion  of  this  order 
of*  hoQpitallers,  had  contented 
himfelf,  it  feems,  with  leaving 
them  fome  few  rules,  or  injunc- 
tions, fach  as,  with  the  help  of 
his  good  example,  might  in- 
fpire  the  fraternity  with  the 
deepcft  fentiments  of  charity* 
and  humility  towards  all,  not 
only  the  Chriilian  pilgrims,  fick 
perions,  and  ethers  more  imme- ' 


diately  under  their  care,  bd 
likewife  towards  all  otberSi 
Turks  and  infidels  not  excepted. 
The  drefs  he  prefcribed  to  then 
was  black  and  plain,  diftii« 
goiflied  only  with  a  whit«  eroA 
upon  the  breaft.  The  lad; 
Agnes,  being  appointed  priorela 
over  the  fmerhood,  admitted 
the  fame  drefs  among  them) 
and  both  were,  with  the  appro- 
bation of  the  pope,  and  patri- 
arch 


||7-  ^be Hifioryof  UAxia.'  §9 

TMOKD  DuruT*  by  the  Latins  called  I>e  PoSo,  n  nt*  anifue^ 
of  Dmtpbinyt  a  perfixi  of  a  very  antient  and  tioble  fa*  caatd  fy 
r,  was   npanlinonfly  chofen  to  Aicceed  him,  under  the  R*yniond 
of  Ma/Uri  and  is  acxordingly  placed  by  moft  hiftorians  ^^P^X* 
^the  head  of  the  grand  mailers  of  the  order  ^.    This  ex* 

f  Vid.  J.  B.  RoNDiNEL  Regal.  Hofpital.   Bosio,  Micesserp 
riETOT^  &  al. 

n  of  Jerufaltm^  infialled  in-    Sanuew^  that  there  was  no  tra- 
Ftlie  order  of  St,  Amguftintf    velHng  from  one  place  to  an« 
'  bound  themielVes  under  the    other  without  the  greateft  dan  • 


vows  {14);  and  thefe  were  • 
dendes  thatfoondcr  gave 

Bat  his  fucceflor  was  no  foon- 
diofen  in  his  place,  than  he 
aved  theneceffity  of  adding 
ic  particular  ftatutes,  fach  as 
jht  not  only  render   them 
rcfol  to  religion  by  the  chari- 
"  entenainmentof  theChrif- 
Iha  ]n]gnms,   hot  likewife  by 
keing  the  roads  from  the  ban- 
^  d  which  inletied  thera,  and 
the  infults  of  the  in£dels» 
id  to  oblige  them  to  take  up 
IS  upon   all  occafions  they 
raid  thenceforth  be  called  to 
^  their  fuperiors,  -againft  the 
^emies    of     Chriftianity,    by 
^hich  they  might  become  as  it 
were  a  perpetual  crufade,  and  a 
military  corps  to  fight  in  defence 
of  it,  under  the  dire^ion  and 
iaodards  of  the  kings  ofjiru- 
^cm,  without  however  exempt- 
nig  them   from  their  religious 


ger  of  being  malTacred  by  thofe 
implacable  enemies.    The  bo- 
roughs and  villages  were  ftill 
more  expofed  to  their  cruelty, 
and  wanted  fuch  brave  intrepid 
men  to  fcour  and  rid  the  coun- 
try of  them.     And,    if  what 
fome  authors  fav  can   be  de- 
pended  upon  (t6),  thofe  monk* 
i(h  and  other  ChrilUans  that  at* 
tended  the  three  hofpitals during 
the  iiege  of  that  city,  had  found 
means  to  keep  a  correijpondence 
with  the  befiegcrs ;  hy  which 
means,  and  the  extraordinary 
condu£k  and  bravery  which  they 
(hewed  on  that  occafion,  they 
gready  contributed  to  the  fur* 
render  of  it ;  upon  which    ac- 
count it  was  that  Oodfrty  the 
new-made  king  bellowed  fuch 
large  revenues  and  privileges  to 
thofe  hofpitals ;  and  it  is  not  at 
all  improbable,  that  Raymond^ 
who  had  been  an  eye-witnefs  of 
their  Angular  behaviour,  and  in 


vowi,  and  the  other  duties  of    all  likelil\ood  bdre  himfelf  a 


Wpiulicy  (15.) 

There  was  the  greater  necef- 
%  for  fuch  a  militarv  order  at 
tUs  time,  as  the  roads  through 
that  fmall  newxkingdom,  which 
coofifted  only  of  the  capital  city 
ind  three  or  four  more,  were 
Jo  infefled  both  by  ^urh  and 


part  of  it,  might  take  the  firft 
hint  of  joining  the  military  to 
the  religious  difcipline,  and  of 
faihioning  this  new  order  with 
that  twofold  view,  and  render- 
ing tbem  thereby  equally  ufefu^ 
to  two  fuch  valuable  and  necef- 
fary  ends. 


«.  50.    Fr.  Afenenms^  Equefir^  OrHtr,     Grsmay  j9ftic,  lil^Hr, 
4.     Dsvtty^Pertetffg  kl  fuf»,€iXtU         {l^]  lii%  ibid,         i^li]  f^id, 

CcllCQt 


(14)  J^ttri  Wfi 


|«  Tbem/i^  rf  Mtitha.  B.  Xy 

ctUeat  tail,  th6'  he  (tw  himfelf  at  the  bead  of  fueh  m- 

loerotts  fratcnuty,  cenM  not  fturbear  beiBg  feafibly  cowd 

with  thn  diftfcfs  ftiid  vtricty  at  dai^ers  and  miferies  ^wfc 

tht  ChrtfUaofi  of  Pakfiuie  labeursd  uadcr.    Vaft  OQinben 

thtm  groaning  under  a  ri^orout  flavcvy  uadcr  the  T^n^ks  \ 

Saracins  of  Egyftt  their  kw  citie$  in  continual  dapg^  ^f 

ihg  retaken  from  them,  and  made  to  feel  the  moA  drew! 

ef^fts  of  war;  the  towns  and  villages  expofed  to  the  coi 

];mal  incurfions  of  their  implacable  eaemi^s,  their  wires  i 

daughters  carried  oiF  ana  facriliced  to  thfir  brntifl^  V 

manj  of  their  mca  forced  to  apefts^tij^  te  avoid  dcath»  i 

v^f  flavery  than  death,  the  mads  ffi  iafeAtd  by  infidef  ii 

dittt,  as  rendered  all  commerce  and  coMiutticalioa  extran 

hazurdaus  i  thefe  and  other  coofiderations  gf  thp  Jike  i 

couraj^Qg  nature^  and  hinted  at  in  the  laft  note,  whoUf  • 

{[ToflTed  his  thoughts  and  cares  from  the  very  momeot  tmt 

j^f^        was  raifed  to  his  new  dignity.    He  fet  them  forth  at  lali 

makit  ntw  ^^  ^^^  pathetic  terms  before  the  whole  chapter  i  a| 

ruUsfir    which  he  pro{K)fed  to  them  the  prqjcQ  he  had  fomcd 

rembring  coaftitnting  them  into  a  miUtaFy  order,  aad  ohligiiig  tk 

$bi  ordir    to  give  thf  odflves  eoually  to  the  exerdfe  of  arms,  as  tbey  i 

imlitMtry.    to  cht  duties  of  hofpitality  and  rdigioii,  as  the  noil  dl! 

tual  means  of  fiipportliig  it  with  honour  and  fiifety  agai 

the  snfiilts  and  attempts  of  their  fnrrounding  enemies,  eft 

dally  as  they  were  by  that  time  become  rich  enough  to  m 

fecnlar  troops  *to  their  affiftance,  and  to  fight  undlcr  th 

conrupand  i  a  thing  no  le(s  worthy  of  their  high  rank  ^ 

birth  than  their  proeot  engagement  aod  zeal  for  the  defcfi 

<if  the  Cfariftiao  mUx*    Tht  repnutioa  be  bore  among  tfai 

wade  them  all  look  upon  this  propofal  as  a  fre(h  mark  of  i 

care  and  concern  for  the  common  faith,  and  for  their  h 

notir  and  fafpty  \  bnt^  on  feoond  tfaonriits^  they  beg^Q 

donbt  '^x4iether  fuch  a  profefflon  fonld  oe  compatible  wi 

their  old  one^    At  length  thor  zeal  for  the  defence  of  tl 

Holjf  Land  e^flly  over-ruled  all  thefe  difficulties ;  and  9S  t| 

preatcft  part  of  them  had  fought  under  their  new  king,  th 

were  eafily  prevailed  upon  to  refume  their  martial  empto 

ment ;  for  which  the  patriarch  of  J^m/akm  granted  theoi 

difpenfation,   upon  candidon,  however,   that  chey  ihoa! 

never  bear  arms  agaioft  any  but  infidels  f  • 

fhi9riif      F&oM  this  time,  we  are  told,  the  order  be|pm  to  be  4 

fmididin*^^  into  three  elafles ;  in  the  firft  of  which  were  admitil 

$9  tbng     thofe  who,  either  by  the  nobility  of  their  birth,  or  the  nm 

9  Anft.  fao.  citar.  Vide  &  Fazii.  de  reb.  SicaU  Mevi: 
ec^iicfir.  ord.  nvssac  luft.  dc  Maich.  lib* t.  p.  69, k frq. 

tb( 


A«r  hni  SofmtAj  Md  U  tha  groiy,  vrorf  bed  qu^KM  m4 
If^iM  to  6gk\  in  4fif<90€9  of  rdigiooi,  wi  of  the  ^#^  Umi. 
Tkc  fecoxid  clafs  conlifted  of  fach  who  had  ^ercifed  the  jj^* 
cerdotal  funAion,  either  as  pariih  priefts,  chaplams,  Ac, 
Tlntft^  beddca  their  afu«t  att«nda«Q4  «t  ckorcb,  or  upoa 
Ae  flck,  Dtfcre  obliged  to  take  their  turns  to  attend  the  army 
as  aknoners  and  cbajriaias*  The  third  chfs  co^ilfted  of  fudi 
only  as  were  neither  of  noble  defceat  nor  in  holy  orders* 
^rbo  were  therefore  filled  firving  bretbren,  and  appointed 
fithcr  to  attend  the  fick  and  wounded,  or  in  fuch  other 
inferior  offices  as  the  knights  of  the  Qrft  clais  (hould  think 
^  proper  to  employ  t^em  iiu  Tbefe  laft  were,  in  procefi  of 
^e,  dIftingoUhed  by  a  coat  of  ^nns  difSn-tnt  from  the 
ku^ti  of  the  firft  aed  iecond  elafs*  Sone  authors  tell  ui, 
titat  Mtg^momii  and  not  Q§P€ri^  was  the  firft  who  gave  the 
order  the  Uaek  gown  or  mantle,  with  the  white  linen  ero6, 
with  e^t  points,  and  appointed  the  form  and  ceremonial  of 
recdving  the  knights  into  it,  and  the  oath  they  were  to  take 
at  thdr  admii&on  r  all  which  the  restder  will  find  In  the  mar- 
pn  (I).  However  that  be,  he  got  his  rule  confirmed  by  pope     , ,  ^q, 

(I)  The  caadidate  ftr  the  upon  hia  (houUir,  and v fore- 
aider  is  to  appear  before  the  warns  him  not  lo  indulge,  or 
high  ahar,  widi  a  lighted  wax-  be  UlU d  aOeep  bl»  vjee,  and 
eandlo  SB  Us  hand,  in  a  loi^  exhorts  him  to  be  watchful 

En,  nagtrt,  in  token  of  his  againft  it>  to  be  earefal  of  his 

g  free,and,kaeeUagdowQ»  honour,  sad  ready  ta  perfora^ 

be^rg  to  be  admitted  ;   upon  all  good  worl»  And  good  df- 

which  a  gilt  fword  if  paf  mto  fiees. 

hk  hands,  with  the  words,  tn       This  dene,  they  pot  a  pair 

Sfo  nam  •/  tin  Fa$b$r^S99^ht.  of  gilt  fport  M  Ul  ancles,  in 

in  token  that  he  is  to  ddend  token  that  he  mall  be  emolotts 

she  ehofch,  fttbdne  her  ene-  eif  all  landaUe  aAions,   and 

nies,  and  hazard  his  life  for  trample  gold  and  all  worldly 

she  Chiiflian  futlu  wealth  nder  his  feet,  and  not 

A  girdle  is  pat  abont  his  foSer  himfiplf  to  be  oorrapted 

loins,  in  token  of  his  being  by  them- 
finnm  thenceforth  boend  to  keep       He  then  lakes  up  the  lighted     » 

"sbe  vows  of  die  order.    He  eaqdle  in  his  hand,  and  holds 

waves  the  gPt  fwerd  over  his  it  all  the  time  that  mafs  is  fai4 

hfivl*  in  defaaee  of  the  eae-  or  fiing,  and  a  fermoa  is  prfscb- 

mics   of  the  ChrUdan  faith,  ed  Citable  to  the  o^reanoa  j  ii| 

fteadus  it  up,  after  having  iirft  which  all  works  of  piety,  chg* 


pafled  it  oader  hia  ana  to  wipe  rity,  and  hoTpitaUcy,  particn- 

iteieaii,  in  token  that  he  wtU  larly  the  redemptiiMi  of  Chri? 

kjeqi  hiasfelf  cle^  fsom  all  fliae  flaves,  are  eameftly  re. 

vice :  apon  which  the  perfon,  commended  to  him,  together 

Utio  ;|dnjts  him^  ^uts  his  hand  Y(it^  tb^  other  duties  of  the  or. 

d»4 


3* 


<tbi  Hiftoryof  Maltha:  B.  XVIIf: 

Caljfius  II.  and  (bme  of  his  focceflbrs,  and  ordered  the  white 

crofs  upon  a  red  field  to  be  difplayed  upon  the  ftandard  of 

4.  the 


der ;  fach  as  obedience  to  his 
Superiors,  diligence  in  the  fun* 
Aions  of  his  profciiion,  C!fc. 

Sermon  being  ended,  he  is 
alked  whether  he  is  loaded  with 
any  confiderable  debts,  mar- 
ried, or  under  a  prom  if e  of 
marriage,  or  any-ways  engaged 
to  live  onder  any  other  order  or 
profeffion,  or  is  (incerely  deii- 
roQs  to  be  reeeired  into  the  or- 
der of  St.  John ;  and  when  he 
hath  anfwered  fattsfadorily  to 
all  thefe  queftions,  he  is  imme- 
diately received  and  admitted 
into  the  fraternity. 

He  is  then  led  to  the  high 
altar,  holding  the  miflal,  or 
mafs-book,  in  his  hand,  and 
there  makes  his  folemn  vows 
upon  it ;  after  which  he  be- 
comes intided  to  all  the  privi- 
leges granted  to  that  order  by 
the  fee  of  R^mi*  He  is  then 
reminded,  that  he  mud  repeat 
every  day  &{ty  PaterNoftgrs  and 
Avi  Mary's 9  the  office  of  our 
lady,  that  fo^  the  dead,  toge- 
ther with  another  number  of 
Patir  Nofttrs  for  the  fouls  of  the 
deceafed  knights;  and  is  (hewn 
the  habit  which  the  knights  are 
obliged  to  wear. 

Whilft  they  are  dreiling  him 
in  it,  a  certain  fuitable  memento 
is  given  to  him,  fuch  as,  in  put- 
ting on  the  fleeves,  that  he  is 
now  bound  to  obedience ;  the 
white  crofs  on  the  left  (ide  is  to 
remind  him,  that  he  ought  to 
foe  ready,  on  all  occafions,  to 
ihed  his  blood  for  Chrift,  who 
(bed  his  own  for  him  ;  and  the 
eight  points  of  the  crofs,  of  the 
eight  beatitudes,  that  will  be 
the  reward  of  his  obedience. 


The  black  cloak,  which*  is 
iharp- pointed  behind,  and  h&ch 
a  kind  of  (harp  cowl  or  cape» 
is  to  remind  him  of  the  cameU 
hair-coat  which  their  patro^ 
John  the  Baptift  wore  i  and  the 
ftrings  by  which  it  is  tied  about 
the  neck,  and  fallened  under 
the  (houlders,  of  the  paffion  of 
our  blilTed'Lord,  and  the  fin- 
gular  patience  and  meeknefs 
with  which  he  underwent  it.*^ 
But  this  cloak  is  .only  .worn  om 
folemn  days*  or  when  fentence 
is  pronounced  upon  a  criminal 
of  the  order,  or  at  the  inter- 
ment of  a  brother. 

They  likewife  wear  another 
crofs  upon  their  breafts,  and 
hanging  by  a  black  and  white 
filk  ftring,  that  goes  about  the 
neck,  and  the  ends  reach  dowB 
to  the  feet :  for  that  which  \» 
called  the  great  crofs ^  and  d>- 
ilinguifhes  the  wearers  of  it  by 
the  ViAtoi  Knights  of  the  great 
crtfs^  is  only  allowed  to  thofe 
who  have  lived  ten  years  in  the 
idand  of  Maltha,  and  have  per- 
formed four  caravans  or  expe* 
ditions  at  fea,  in  the  galleys  of 
the  order ;  and  thofe,  who  are 
thus  intitled,  are  obliged  to 
petition  for  it,  and  mue  op 
thetr  title  to  it,  before  the  f;reat 
council  of  the  order,  before  it 
can  be  granted  to  them.  And 
thus  much  may  ferve  with  re- 
fped  to  their  particular  drcfst 
to  which  we  (hall  only  add,  that 
thofe  knights,  who  go  to  war, 
are  allowed  what  they  call  a 
fupraveft,  or  upper  coat,  of  a 
red  colour,  with  a  white  crofs, 
but  plain,  and  without  the 
eight  points. 

The 
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the  order,  ^ith  the  approbation  of  pope  Innocent  about  tea 
,  years  after ;  from  which  time  the  order  was  diftinguiihed  in*- 
ID  the  three  clafles  above-mentioned,  of  Knights^  Chaplains, 
zsii  Serving  Brethren^  of  the  hojpttal  of  St,  John  of  Jerufa- 
lem.  He  and  his  knights  highly  fignalized  themfelves  at  the 
fiegesof  ^cra,  Ptolemais^  Barut,  Tyre,  and  Sidon,  and  kft  of 
I  all  at  that  of  J/calon ;  in  confideration  of  which  fignal  fer- 
I  ykcy  pope  Anafiajius  IV.  granted  the  order  an  exemption 
•from  the  jurifdiAion  of  any  eaftern  prelates  ^, 

By  this  time  the  ordor  had  gained  fuch  efleem  and  repu-  The  order 
tidon,  and  was  fo  highly  honoured  and  encouraged  by  all  diwdBdin^, 
the  princes  and  great  men  through  all  chriAendom,  that  many  ^^  ''^^^ 
of  the  young  nobility  of  Europe  were  emulous  to  come  and'^^^*'*^ 
fcrve  under  its  bannier.  This  obliged  the  mailer  of  it  to  make 
^  a  farther  divifion  of  it,  anfwerable  to  the  principal  nations 
that  were  admitted  into  it,  which  were  eight  in  number,-  as 
they  were,  and  aiie  fiill,  ftiled  tongiies\  and  were  thofe  that 
follow: 

I.  The  firft  is  that  of  Provence,  which  probably  had  the  ^^^*  ^f 
precedence  out  of  regard  to  Gerard,  the  pious  founder  ;  anji  Provence^ 
to  which  is  annexed  the  dignities  of  the  grand  commander, 
the  grand  prior  of  St,  Giles,  the  grand  prior  of  Toloufe,  and 
beilifrbf  Monojque.  The  priory  of  Toloufe  hath  thirty-five, 
and  that  of  St.  Giles  fifty-four,  commanderies  belonging  to 
them. 

'  Audi,  fupra  citat: 

The  pablic  profe£ion  they  the  book,  the  perTon  who  offi- 

laake  at  the  altar,  at  their  ad-  ciates  at  his  admittance,  fays 

miffioD,  is  to  this  purpofc :   "  I  to  him,  "  We  receive  and  own 

**  J,  B,  do  here  vow  and  pro-  '*  yoa  as  a  fervant  of  meilieurs 

"  mife  to  almighty  God,  to  the  **  the  poor  and  the  fick,  and 

**  UeiTed  virgin  Mary,  and  to  *'  confecrated  to  the  defence  of 

**  St.  John  the  Babtift,  and  with  "  the  catholic   church.  '*     To 

**  the  blefling  ana  help  of  God,  which  he  replies,  *'  I  acknow- 

*■  to  pay  true  and  iincere  obe-  ^'  lege  myfclf  as  fuch/'  As  for 

^  dience  to  die  fuperior  h(  fhall  their  form  of  prayers,  their  de- 

^  appoint  over  me,  and  who  votional  offices,  and  other  par- 

"  mall  be  duly  chofen  by  our  ticularities,  which  we  have  not 

**  religion,  to  renounce  all  pro*  time  to  dwell  u^n,  the  curious 

*'  perty,  and  to  live  in  conitant  may  fee  them  m  the  authors 

"chaftity."    After  which,  as  quoted  in  the  margin  (x  7). 

Itt  withdraws  his  hand  from 

ft 

(17)  ^ofij*  ^'A  ^  Malts,  p,  T.  c.  2,  &  3.  MegiJIher  Be/hreih.  de  tnf,  Maltt, 

*  jih^Bsptifl  RondiniL  re^,b&fp.  S,  Job,  Bapt*  Fazel  dt  reh.  Sic,  decad,\,  /.  u 

BAamL  tqudt;  ordi  Byffat  b)ft,  ds  Ma/tt,  D^vify,  Dappef,  Ve^tot,  torn.  vi.  /, 
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Prance. 
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2  .The  fecond  is  that  of  jiuvergne,  to  which  is  annexed  the 
dignity  of  grand  marlhal  of  the  order,  the  grand  prior  of 
Auvergne^  under  which  are  four  commanderies  of  knights 
and  eight  of  ferving  brethren,  and  the  bulifFof  Curent,Tiovf 
the  bailiff  of  Lyons. 

3.  That  of  France^  which  hath  the  digniti^  <^  the 
grand  hofpi taller,  the  grand  prior  oi  France ^  with«45  com- 
manderies under  him,  the  prior  of  Aqvitaxn^  with  65,  the 
prior  of  Champagne^  with  25,  I)elides  the  bailiff  of  ilforAf, . 
and  the  grand  treafurer. 

4.  That  of  Italy ^  to  which  is  annexed  the  office  of 
grand  admiral  of  the  order  of  R$me^  whofe  jurifdiAion  ex- 
tends itfelf  over  nineteen  commanderies ;  that  of  prior  of 
Lamhardy^  which  hath  45 ;  the  prior  of  Venice^  with  thofis 
of  Barletta  and  Capua^  who  have  25  between  them ;  that  of 
Pija^  which  hath  26  ;  and  that  of  Meffina^  which  hath  12 
more ;  befides  the  bailiff  of  St.  Euphemia^  of  St.  Stephen  dt 
Monopolif  of  t}ie  Holy  Trinity  at  Femee,  and  of  St.  John  at 
Naples.  ' 

Anragon.  5.  That  of  Arragon^  including  that  of  Arragcn  and 
thofe  of  Catalonia  and  Navarre^  to  which  belong  the  dig* 
nity  of  grand  proteflor  of  the  order,  that  of  grand  prior  of 
Arragon^  alias  caftellan  of  the  impofts,  who  preftdes  over  19 
commanderies,  that  of  Navarre  ovtr  17,  and^  that  of  Cez/^- 
lonia  over  17,  together  with  the  hziliff  of  Majorca.  It  had 
formerly  the  bailiwick  of  Caps^  or  Capez,  in  Barbary,  whilil 
the  Chriftians  were  mafters  of  Tripoli ;  but  is  now  abolilhed. 
\6.  The  fixth  was  that  of  England,  to  which  belonged 
the  dignity  of  turcopelier  (K),  or'colonel-general  of  the  in- 
fantry, together  wi^  the  priories  of  England  and  Ireland, 
with  32  commanderies  under  them,  together  with  the  baili- 


England, 
.Jince  abo- 
lijbtd. 


(K)  This  tide  hath  its  origin 
from  the  Turcomans^  who  com- 
monly called  their  light- horfe 
TurcofoUs ;  that  being  a  name 
given  in  general  to  all  the  chil- 
dren that  were  born  of  a  Turh 
ijh  father  and  a  Gretk  mother, 
but  more  particalarly  to  fuck  of 
them  as  were  defigned  for  the 
war  (18). 

It  b«^came  afterwards  a  mili- 

'  tary  dignity  in  the  kingdom  of 

Cyfrus  (igjp  from  whence  it 


paflTed  into  the  order  of  Ala/- 
tha^  But  thefe  gave  that  ti|Ie 
onl^  to  the  colonel  general  of 
their  infantry.  After  the  re- 
forma^on,  diat  dignity  was 
joined  to  the  grand  mafter  of. 
the  order  by  pope  Gregory 
XIII.  and  given  to  Hugh  de 
Loubenx  de  Verdatte^  upon  hit. 
confirming  his  eledion  to  that 
fovereign  fiation,  A\D.  158Z 

(20), 


{\%)  Will,  Tyr.  /,  i,  c,  7,  19»  a*. 


(19)  Lujignen  btfl,  Jt  Cyprtp  Al^ 

(io)  rtftot,  ubifuf.  /.ii./.  »6#,  &  alid^JT-    4 
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wick  of  the  Eagle ;  all  which  have  been  aboHflied  fince 
the  reformation,  and  theur  revenues  turned  into  another 
dutoe].       ^ 

7»  The  feventh  is  that  of  (7^rwany,  where  the  grand  bai*  Gcr- 
liffaad  prior  of  C?^rmawy  re/ide ;  the  lartter  of  whom  is  ao^a^y- 
priiKe  of  the  empire,  and  hatli  under  him>  iii  High  an3  Low 
Gemanyy  6y  commanderies ;   but  thofe  that  are  fituated 
within  the  United  Provinces  have  been  long  fince  llkewife  dif- 
nembered  firom  the  order.  ^ 

8.  The  eighth  and  lafl  is  that  of  Ca/fille,  including  the  Caftille, 
Idngdoms  of  Leon  and  Portugal.  To  this  is  affixed  the  dig- 
nity of  grand  chancellor  of  the  order,  with  the  priories  of 
C§^  and  Leorif  which  have  27  commanderies,  and  that  of 
Pertugal  ^i,  together  with  the  bailiwick  of  Bovedo.  As 
fcr  that  di  Negraffont^  it  is  in  common  between  the  tongues 
of  Cafiille  and  Arragon  •. 

This  divifion  is  dill  fubfifting  in  the  fame  form^  except-  How  far 
lag  only  that  this  laft  tongue  of  Caftille  and  Arragon,  were  this  di'tii* 
fiibiKtuted  to  that  di  England  \  and  that  thofe  commande-/^'*/'^ 
rics,  priories,  and  bailiwicks,   were  at  firft  afiixed  to  thtfikUfi'* 
whde  order  in  general,  but  have  been  fince  appropriated  to 
the  feveral  tongues  in  the  number  and  manner  above-men* 
tioned » (L). 

Br  ^ 

'  De  his  vide  Rondin.  regul.  hofpital.  k  al.  fupra  citat. 
*  Vertot,  L  i.  p.  74,  U  feq. 

(L)  It  will  not  be  amifs  *to  firft,  for  the  maintenance  of  the 

ttplain  the  import  and  mean-  hofpital,  that  is,  the  knights^ 

bg  of  thofe  three  dignities.  chaplains,    and    ferving    ore- 

We  have  already  hinted,  that  thren,  the  'pilgrims  that  come 

die  order  chiefly  (ubfifted  a pon  to  vifit  the  holy  places,    the 

tbefands  and  donatives  which  poor,  fick,  wounded,  maimed, 

ven  beftowed    upon    it    by  and  to  defray  all  other  charges 

crowned  heads  and  other  great  of  the  hofpital,  the  church  of 

peHbns,  and  by  wills  and  tef-  St,  Sefukbri^  &c. 

tamencs  of  pious  men,  in  mofl  2.  To  procure  arms,  ammu- 

psrts  of  Europe.    This  made  it  nilion,  and  other  warlike  neccf- 

leceflkry  for  them  to  appoint  faries,  for  the  guarding  of  the 

proper    officers    from   among  roads  and  country  againft  the 

mfelves  to  refide  near  thofe  incurfions  of  the  Mohammedans^ 

(•rts,  to  take  care  of  thofe  re-  efcorting  the  pilgrims  to  and 

Ernies,  and  to  convey  them  to  from  Jerufahtn,  and  other  fer- 

^  hofpital  of  St.  Jobn^  where  vices  of  ircligion, 

A«y  were  appropriated  by  the  And,  3dly,  to  buy,  arm,  and 

grand  mafler  and  chapter  of  the  man,  galleys,  to  fcour  the  Teas 

Ofder  to  their  proper  ufe ;  Wx*  of  pirates,  in  order  to  fecure 

C  X  the 
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By  this  time  the  whole  order  was  grown  fo  very  nume- 
rous, powerful,  and  wealthy,  and  brought  under  fuch  excd-'^ 
lent  regulations  and  difcipline  (M),  that  when  the  grand  mafter 

Raymond 

the  commerce  and  pilgrimages  thereby  engaged  to  tranfmit  to 

to  and  from  the  Holy  Land,  Jerufahm^    either    in    money. 

Thofe  knights,  thd'efore,  that  arms,  Csff.  the  juft  and    true 

were  appointed  in  the  feveral  quotas  of  each  commandery,  in 

parts  of  chriftendom,  to  take  conformity  to  the  decrees  and 

care  of  the  revenues,  were  call-  ordinances  of  the  general  cha^ 

ed  commanders,  from  the  tenor  ter. 

of  their  commiffion  from  the        The  'bailiff  and  bailiwicks 

grand  chapter,  in  the  terms  foU  were  only  inferior  forts  of  com- 

k>wing :  Commendamusy  Sec.  We  manders,  who  farmed  the  lands 

commit  to  your  care'  fach  and  from  the  commanders,  and  were 

fach  lands,  &r.  in  fuch  king-  anfwcrable  to  them  for  the  rent 

dom,  province, &r.  from  which  and  income  of  them.  Of  thofe 

thefe  kindofadminiftrationsor  bailiffs  fome  were  called  rmr- 

commifljons  took  the  name  of  tfentuals ;    that  is,   refided   in 

Commendatariay  and  the  houfes  fome  of  the^ convents  belonging 

or  communities,    where  thofe  to  the  commandery,   and  had 

adminifbators  refided,were  call-  the  care  of  a  certain  quantity 

ed  commanderies,  and  the  prin*  of  lands,  and  paid  the  income 

cipals  of  them  commanders  ;  thereof  to  the  commander,  and. 

wnich  lail  were  not  fo  during  had  a  fUpend  affigned  to  them 

life,  but  durante  bene  placlto^  or  of  60  crowns  per  annum  for  their 

^uamSu/e  benegejferint  (21).  maintenance,  by  the  grand  maf- 

Bal  as  thefe  commanderies  ter  Laftic  (22).  We  fay  no* 
were  found  tOA  often  guilty  of  thing  here  of  the  grand  bailifT 
injuflice,  in  appropriating  too  of  Germany^  which  was  a  dig^ 
great  a  (hare  of^  the  revenue  to  nity  of  v  another  and  much 
their  own  ufe,  by  which  the  higher  nature ;  of  which  we 
leflb'  quantity  could  be  fpared  may  have  occafion  to  fpeak  in 
by  them  for  die  maintenance  of  the  fequel  of  this  hiftory. 
the  order,  they  were  afterwards  (M)  We  may  guefs  at  the 
put  under  the  care  and  vifita-  excellencv  of  their  difcipline 
tion  of  fnperior  ofHcers,  ap-  by  one  0/ their  fbitutes,  which 
pointed  by  the  chapter,  and  pafTed  in  his  time,  with  the  ap- 
plied friorst  who  were  to  vifit  probation  of  the  general  chap- 
and  infpedl  a  certain  number  of  ter,  as  well  as  that  of  the 
thofe  commanderies  committed  patriarch  of  yeru/aUm,  his  fpi« 
to  their  care,  and.  to  become  ritual  fuperior;  by  which  ever/ 
anfwerable  for  the  right  appli-  knight,  who  forfook  his  rank» 
cation  of  the  revenue;  from  gave  way,  or  ran  away,  in 
which  their  cormmiffions  took  nght,  was  to  be  ipjo/a^e  de- 
the  name  of  refponjiones^  and  prived  of  his  crofs,  gown,  and 
iiiey  oi  re/ponforcSf  who  were  knighthood  i    which  was  fuch 

•    (il )  Vide  Panfalem  bifi,  /.  iii.  p^  82.  &  auB.  fup.  eitat.   Vide  &  Vertet^  likm 
fii-  ••/.i,  p>  520,  (^  jff'  (iij  V^Qt,  loi,  vi  p,  162,  &  ah/up.  fitmu 

a  terror 
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Raymond  Dupuy^  who  had  now  npthing  more  at  heart  than  Raymond 
to  render  it  more  and  more  ufeful  to  religion,  came  to  Jeru-  offers  his 
'  falem^  to  offer  his  and  their  fervices  to  young  Baudouin  Dufi^^'f^ 
Bourgy  now  king  of  Jerufalany  who  was  then  in  ^he  e^-  Baldwin, 
tremeft  want  of  it,  and  had  obtained  the  patriarch's  appro* 
bation  and  blefling  npon  his  generous  defign ;  he  was  looked 
npon  by  all  as  a  perfon  fent  irom  heaven  to  their  affillance, 
and  his  military  corps  as  an  invincible  bulwark  agunA  the 
enemies  of  Chriftianity.     They  were  not  deceived ;  and  the 
lendces  which  he  and  his  knights  did  to  the  young  king, 
l>otb  at  Jemfakm  and  in  other  parts  of  the  Holy  Land,'wtCQ 
fi>  great  and  fignal,  that  pope  Innocent  II.  in  the  buU  of  im- 
mnnity  which  he  granted  to  that  order,  makes  fpecial  men- 
tion of  them  :  and  that  all  Europe  rang  of  them :  which 
/hews,  by-the-by,  that  they  b^an  to  fignalize  themfelves  in 
chat  religious  war  much  earlier  than  our  hiftorians  have  taken 
notice  of ;  iince  the  bull,  as  we  hinted  a  little  higher,  bears 
date  1 1 30  ;  that  is,  twelve  years  after  Raymond's  inftallation, 
and  the  cpreation  of  this  new  military  order.     But  as  all  thefe 
traniaflions  have  been  already  related  in  our  account  of  that 
holy  war,  we  fhall  refer  our  readers  to  it  \ 

In  jthe  mean  time,  Raymond  Dupuy^  who  aiTifted  at  moft  ^a/aond 
of  them,  and  was  quite  worn  out  with  age,  fatigues,  and  ^^'J^ 
wounds,  thought  fit  to  retire  to  his  own  hofpital  oiSt.  John^ 
where  he  might  be  more  at  leifure  to  employ  the  fhort  re- 
mainder of  his  life  in  preparing  himfelf  for  a  better;  and,    ii^9* 
having  governed  that  order  near  42  years,  expired  in  the 
midft  of  his  brethren,  in  the  8oth  year  of  his  age,  greatly 
lamented  by  them,  and  by  all  Chriftendom  ^,  and  with  the; 
juft  charafter  of  the  moft  pious  and  greateft  commander  of 
that  age. 

He  was  fucceeded  by  Auger  de  Balben^  by  the  unanimous  *•  Auger 
choke  of  the  chapter.     He  was  of  the  fame  country  of  Dau-  ^  ^*^* 
fUne  with  his  noble  predeceflbr,  and  had  been  his  conftant   ^^ 
companion  in  his  military  exploits,  as  well  as  one  of  his  moft 
indmate  counfellors.     Soon  after  his  ele£lion,  he  was  fum- 
moned  to  the  fynod  held  at  the  cit^  oi  Nazareth^  on  account  . 
9f  the  fchifm  yhich  had  broke  out  in'  the  churdi  betweea 

^  Anc.  IJift.  voLzvii.  p.  147,  «  Bosie,  &  al.  fupra 

citat. 

1  terror  to  them«  that  they  aU  of  which  we  (hall  give  the  moft 

fought  ^ith  the  atmoft  and  un-  pregnant  inftances  in  the  fc^uel 

sampled  intrepidity  to  the  laft  of  their  hiftory. 
;   Wioxxit,  both  at  fc^  and  land  y 

C  3  FFC 
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^^  Alexander  \\1.  and  the  antipope  Kif?or  III/ and  thdr 
partifahs;  and^.by  his  extraordinary  wifdom  and  addrefs^ 
greatly  contributed  to  perfuade  the  king,  patriarch,  and  bi- 
*  (hops,  to  declare  for  the  former  as  the  moft  duly  elefted,  and 
to  excommunicate  the  latter.  He  was  no  lefs  fuccefsful  is 
putting  an  «nd  to  the  famous  quarrel  which  happened  in  the 
year  after,  about  the  fucc^ffion  to  the  crown  of  JerufiUem^ 
after  the  untimely  death  of  J^oZ^iom  III.  by  reprefendng  to 
the  contending  parties  the  inevitable  danger  of  their  undmdy 
difcord.  He  furmed  but  a  few  months  the  coronation  of  the 
new  king,  at  which  he  aififled,  being  quite  worn  out  with 
age,  and  died  in  tht  third  yeal*  of  his  government  *• 
S*  ^^'  He  was  fucceeded  by  Jrnauld  de  CompSy  a  gendeman  like* 

5?"      *    wife  of  a  very  ancient  and  nphle  family  in  Dauphinyy  and 
°  '     much  advanced  in  years,  who,  neverthelefs,  was  no  (boner 
chofen  to  that  dignity  than  he  faw  himfelf  obliged  to  march, 
at  the  head  of  his  knights,  towards  the  fronders  of  the  king- 
dpm,  and  fupprefs  the  incurfions  of  fultan  Adhed^  who,  fcom- 
ing  to  continue  the  tribute  which  his  predeceflbrhad  engaged 
to  pay  to  Baldwin  III.  was  now  ravaging  all  the  frontiers  of 
Judea,  at  the  head  of  a  numerous  army  of  his  Saracens.  He 
gained  a  great  deal  of  glory  in  this  expedition,  by  his  quick 
and  fingular  fuccefs.     He  died  in  the  4th  year  of  his  govern- 
ment ;  and  was  fucceeded  by 
4.  Gilbert     Gilbert  D*Assalit,  or,  as  othTers  ftlle  him,  Dc  LaiUy\ 
O^AITalit.  an  Englijbman,  as  he  is  fuppofed  by  moft  authors,   though 
With  no  very  fure  proofs  ;  but,  in  other  rcfpefts  a  gentleman 
of  fingular  courage  and  valour.     Though  it  was  his  misforo 
tune  to  be  too  cafily  prevailed  upon  by  the  king  oijerufakm^ ' 
whether  by  bribes  or  his  own  ambition,  is  variouf^  reported, 
to  ainft  him  with  all  his  forces,  in  his  war  againft  the  Sara- 
'*°7*    ccns  in  Egypt,  and,  to  that  end,  borrowed  the  fum  of  1 00,000 
crowns  from  the  Florentines^  upon  the  credit  of  the  order, 
He^vas  fo  fortunate  as  to  take  the  city  of  Balheis,  the  ancient 
Pehijium ;  but,  as  we  have  formerly  feen  in  the  account  of 
that  war,  his  fuccefs  neither  anfwering  his  fanguine  hopes, 
nor  the  vaft  debt  he  had  charged  his  order  with,  he  rcflgned 
his  dignity,  and  embarked  for  France  at  Joppa^  and  arrived 
fafe  in  Provence,  and  thence  went  to  Rouen^  where,  notwith- 
ftanding  his  late  misfortunes  and  difgrace,  he  met  with  a  kind 
reception  from i/^«ry  II.  king  ol  England*,  but,  embarking 
^gain  at  Dieppe  for  England,  was  unfortunately  drowned, 
with  feveral  people  that  were  in  the  fhip,  afttr  he  had  go- 
verned the  order  about  two  years  j  being  juftly  blamed  for  his 

^  3osio,  &  al.  ubi  fupr4. 
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ambidoD  in  enga^ng  in  that  foreign  war,  contrary  to  the  in- 
ffimtes  of  his  order,  and  for  his  prodigality  of  its  treafbre, 
wiiich  he  confumed  in  that  fhort  fpace  c. 

Hi)  fucceflbr,  Cafto^  or  Cq/lus,  dying  within  lefs  than  a  5.  Caftas. 
year  after  his  eleAion,  we  do  not  read  of  any  remarkable 
thing  that  happened  either  to  him  or  to  the  order  ;  and  it  is 
very  likely,  that  the  ill  fuccefs  and  difgrace  which  his  prede- 
txSx  met  with  in  that  war,  deterred  him  from  aflifting  the 
king  of  Jerufakm^  tho'  he  was  then  carrying  it  on  Aill»  and 
was  beljq[ing  Damieta  with  his  land  and  naval  forces,  where 
he  met  ^th  a  ftout  repulfe. 

Hb  was  fucceeded  by  Jobertusy  a  man  of  fingular  piety  ^-  Jobert 
snd  charity  to  the  poor,  but  of  what  nation  is  unknown.  By 
this  time  die  afiairs  of  the  kingdom  of  Jerttfatem  were  be-  ^^efad 
come  fo  defperate,  through  the  imprudence  of  the  king,  and-j^f'^^^^' 
the  valour  and  fuccefs  of  the  great  SaLidin,  that  bo3i  the    "^ 
knights  templars  and  thofe  of  St.  John  were  continually  up 
ID  arms  againft  the  powerful  enemies  of  Chriftianity.    Their 
forces,  now  exhaufled,  require4  frefti  and  confiderable  fup- 
plies  from  Europe ;  to  obtain  which  he  fent  two  ambafladors 
diither,  whilft  he  himfelf  went  to  implore  the  affiftance  of 
the  emperor  at  Conftantinople,  leaving  the  care  of  the  king- 
dom to  the  grand  mader  of  thofcxtwo  orders  ;  whilft  Metier^ 
a  renegado  templar,  who  had  joined  forces  with  Saladhi,  was 
putting  all  to  fire  and  fword  in  Syria  and  Palcftine,     Jobert^ 
wth  the  af&flance  of  his  knights,  and  in  conjunction  with 
the  templars,  marched  againft  the  renegado,  and  forced  him 
to  betake  himfelf  to  the  high  mountains  and  defiles,  and 
obliged  the  Turcomans  to  raile  the  fiege  of  Arachy  or  Krach^ 
aad  retire,  juft  as  the  king  arrived  from  Conftantinople.  but 
without  having  obtained  the  defired  relief,  either  of  troops 
or  money,  or  any  thing  but  fair  promifes  from  the  emperor. 
■  Soon  after  Nthis,  another  of  the  knights  templars,  named 
^fest/,  having  been  guilty  of  an  open  violation  of  the  law  of 
nations,  by  the  murder  of  an  ambaflador  of  the  chief  of  the 
^ffaffms  to  the  king  oi  Jerufalemj  that  prince  caufed  him  to 
te  feized,  and  clapt  into  irons,  with  adefign  to  have  him 
feat  bound  to  the  prince  of  the  AffaJJins^  but  died  before  he  ^be  king 
could  accomplifti  it ;  for  tho'  the  templar's  life  was  faved  by  «/" Jcrufa- 
it,  yet  this  deed  he  had  committed  greatly  impaired  the  repu-/^*^  ^''^* 
tionof  his  order,  whilft  thofe  of  the  hofpiuUers  greatly  in- 
crcafed.  / 

Amatri  left  the  kingdom  of  JerufaUm  to  his^eldeft  fon 
Baldwin  IV.  then  a  minor,  and  a  prince  of  a  moft  fickly  con-  > 

!  GviLLiLM.  TYRiDt;s,lib.  11.  c.  5.  Boiio,  &  al.  fup.  cit. 
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ftitution,  under  whom  the  affairs  of  the  Chrtftlans  in  P-aJe* 

JJJtfls       Jlitie  declined  from  bad  to  worfe.     The  grand  mafter  Jobert 

^oung         proved  a  conftant  friend  and  fupport  to  him,  both  there  and 

Baldwin    in  Syria^   and  obliged  the  fuccefsful  SaJadin  to  retire-  with 

in  Syria,    great  lofs  and  precipitation  into  his  own  dominions.     But 

Baldwin  having  undertaken  to  build  a  citadel  in  one  of  hi9 

territories,  pn  the  other  fide  of  the  Jordan^  occaConed  a  freflt 

and  fierce  engagement ;  his  army  being  clofely  hemmed  in, 

quickly  difperfed  themfelves,  and  the  knights  hofpitallers  an<t 

templars,  who  were  the  only  troops  that  ftood  their  ground, 

,  were  moftly  cut  in  pieces.     Jobert^  tho*  covered  all  over 

with  wounds,  found  means  to  fave  himfelf  by  fwimming  over 

that  river,  and  Otho^  or  Odon,  grand  ma^er  of  the  tgnplars^ 

was  taken  prifon^r  ^ . 

7hefad         One  may  eafily  ima^ne  th^  diArefs  of  th^  Chriftians  m 

cahdiiim     thofe  parts  at  this  time ;  the  king  now  relapfed  into  his  le- 

ofj^'        profy,  and  incapable  of  gov^niog,  the  two  grand  mafiers,  his 

kingdom,    chief  fupporters,  the  pne  confined  a  prifoner  of  war  by  Sa- 

ladin,  and  the  other  to  his  bed,  on  account  of  his  many  and 

Council  of  dangerous  wounds.     Yg^  Alexander  III.  being  informed  of 

Lateran.    it,  convened  the  third  famed  council  pf  Laterati  at  Rtnne^ 

at  which  many  eaflern  patriarchs  and  prelates  aflifled,   in 

Reciprocal  which  fundry  complaints  were  exhibited  by  them  againA  the 

complaints  too  great  privileges  and  encroachments  of  the  knights  hofpi- 

^f^^         tallers  and  templars  (JI),  and  fomc  new  regulations  were  mad^ 

^"'jf     r     upon  that  fubjeft ;  and  by  thefe,  on  the  other  hand,  againft  the 

^a^ia,  ^'   J^^rihnefs  of  the  eaftern  ecclefiaflics  towards  the  laitv,  in  allows* 

^  Gui^*'^^^*  Bosio,  Bavdoxv>  Vi^rt.  Sc  al.  Tup.  dtat. 

(N)  This  complaint,  as  it  is  Chrijli    quierentis   If^ofisy    qui 

couched  in  the  aft  s  of  that  coun  -  cum  fonts  hahitan  nonpojfunty  l^ 

cil,  runs  in  thefe  terms  :  Fra-  ad  ecclefiam  cum  aliis  convenire^ 

trum  auten^ ^oepifcoforum  noflro"  icclefias  isf  cameteria  non  per^ 

rum  'vehtmenti  conqufflione  comfe^  mittunt  habere^  nee  propria  '  ju» 

'     rimusf  quodfratres  ttmpli  bf  bo-  vare  minifterio  facerdotis^   qit^d 

fpitalisy  aiiique  profeffioms  reii'  quia  procul  a  fietate  Chriftiama 

giofa  indulta  fibi  ab   apoftolica  alienum  digno/citur^  de  benigni- 

fede  excedenies  pritnlegia,  centra  tote  apoftolica   conftituimus^    ut 

epifcopaUm  dignitatem  multa  pr^'  vbicunqui  tot  fimul  fub  commum 

fumuntyl^c,  (t^).  vita  congregatifuerint,  quod  #f- 

That  of  the  knights  againft  clejiam  Jibi  cum  ccemeterio,    (f 

tbofi^  bifhops  and  eccleiiaflics  is  proprio  'vaieant  gaudere  prefly 

in  thefe  words :  Ecclefiajlici  qui'  teroy  fine    contradiStione  aliqua 

dam.qua  fua  funt^  non  qua  Jifu  permittantur  babiri  (2^). 

(14)  ConciL  Lat*r,  aff,  e.  9.  (^5)  Rid,  cap,  z?,    VldtVirtot.  Uh,  ii. 

Hm.\.p,  229, 231.  Jubmt.  Vide  ^  Btudoin.  Rwdinel,  &  #A>/.  citat, 

ing 
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log  thoTe  that  were  infefled  vrith  the  leprofy,  and  lived  ia 
cofflmanities,  the  privilege  either  of  entering  into  the  public 
churches,  and  not  to  have  any  particular  ones  of  their  owu  ; 
which  was  condemned  by  that  council,  and  thofe  unfortunate 
people  permitted  to  have,  in  each  of  thdr  communities^  a 
diarch  and  church-yard,  or  burying-place.  But  the  greateft 
complaint  of  thofe  prelates  was,  that  all  the  difafters  and 
loflb  in  Pakftine  were  owing  to  the  ambition  and  avarice  of 
the  military  orders,  whofe  chief  aim  was  to  heap  up  vaft  trea- 
fores,  ioile^  of  following  the  examples  of  the  late  king  Afna*' 
irif  and  qf  the  late  grand  mafter  Jffalit,  in  endeavouring  to 
fecnre  the  Kingdom  from  the  incurfions  of  the  Egyptian  inii- 
dds,  bty  the  conqueft  of  that  province,  and  the  reduAion  of 
Dametdj  upon  which  all  the  reft  depended ;  which  (hews» 
that  the  enterprize  of  thofe  two  great  men  was  far  from  be- 
ii^  k  ill-judged,  as  was  at  firft  g^ven  out,  tho*  the  ill  fuccefs 
of  it  occafioned  its  being  fet  afide,  and  fo  generally  cried 
dowQg. 

However  that  be,  this  reciprocal  animo/ity  of  the  clergy  Margatha 
and  laity  did  not  hinder  Reginald^,  lord  of  the  ftrong  caftle  of  ceded  i^tbt 
Margath,  on  the  confines  of  Judea,  from  making  aprefent,^«fg^//t 
or  rather  an  exchange,  of  that  important  fortrefs  to  the  order 
dSt.Johnt  who  immediately  caufed  new  fortifications  to  be 
added  to  the  old,  befides  its  eminent  fituation  on  a  hlgh^ 
fteep,  and  almoft  inacceilible  rock  (O).  Yet  did  not  this  valu* 
4|blc  acquifition  compenfate  the  much  greater  lofs  of  the  grand' 

mafter. 

f  Au£l.  fap.  citat. 

(0)  This  important  fortrefs  that  the  gtand  mafter  Joierti 

is  fitaated  in  Pb^nlda^  near  the  was  taken  prifoner,   and  caft 

frontiers  of  Judea^  open  the  ri-  into  a  dangeon,  where  he  wza, 

ver  Faiania,  and  aboat  a  mile  ftarved  to  death,    in  revenge 

fom  the    city  of  the    fame  for  his  having  made  fo  long 

name.    It  ftands  on  a  high  and  and  vigorous  a  defence,  by  kill  - 

ngged  rock,  and  is  very  Urong  ing  fo  many  of  his  forces ;  and 

1)|.art  and  nature  (26).     Some  as  for  the  fmall  remainder  of 

an^ors  have   pretended,  that  die  garifon,they  wereallcutin 

SakuHn  was  fo  exafperated  at  pieces  by  his  order.    Thus  far 

its  being  ceded  to  the  knights  thofe  writers,  who  are  contra- 

ofjera/alem,  that  he  wentim-  dialed  by  a  much  greater  num- 

mdiately,  and  fo  clofely  be-  ber  of  others,  who  take  no  no- 

ii^ged  it,  that  they  were  forced  dee  of  its  ever  having  been  ta« 

to  farrender  it  to  him  after  a  ken  by  Saladin^  or  any  odiers, 

long  and  defperate  defence  ;  from  the  knights,  who  kept  ic 

(16)  Sit  V*rt9i^  torn.  i.  Uh.  iJ.  /».  2^3. 
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mafter  Jobert^  who,  according  to  the  generality  of  writers, 
died,  of  griefy  from  the  melancholy  fitnation  and  daily  decay 
of  the  kingdom  of  Jerufalem. 
7.  Roger       JoBERT  was  fucceeded  by  Roger  des  MouSns,  or  de  Mo' 
de«  moM'  lints,  a  perfon  of  Angular  valour  and  prudence^  who  applied 
^s,  himfelf  immediately  after  his  eleftion  in  carrying  on  the  war 

againft  Saladin,  and  in  reconciling  fome  differences  between 
tliue  patriarch  and  the  prince  of  Antioch,  about  fome  tem- 
porals he  obtained  from  pope  Lucius  HI.  and  a  frefii  xx>n* 
firmation  of  the  rules  and  ftatutes  of^the  order,  to  which 
Were  tacked  feveral  conflderable  privilege.  He  was  fcarcdy 
returned  from  Jntioch  before  he  received  the  doleful  news 
•  of  the  dreadful  maflacre  of  the  knights  of  the  order  that 
were  fettled  at  Conftantinophy  and  had  been  all  murdered 
there  by  the  Latins,  except  a  few  who  efcaped  by  fea,  and 
brought  the  dreadful  tidings  ^.  The  difbefled  condition  the 
kingdom  was  then  in,  the  incapacity  of  the  kiiig's  either 
afting  or  marrying  by  reafon  of  his  leprofy,  and  the  cabals 
which  refulted  from  it,  having  made  it  neceilary  to  fend  an 
embafly  to  the  pope,  in  order  to  obtain  a  new  crufade,  the 
grand  mader  Des  Moulins,  together  with  that  of  the  tem- 
plars, were  chofen  to  accompany  the  patriarch  of  Jerufa- 
lem  to  Rome  ;  from  thence  they  went  to  France  and  England^ 
the  ill  fuccefs  of  which  expedition  we  have  elfewherc  fhewn. 
At  his  return  he  continued  dill  to  be  at  the  head  of  his 
knights  in  all  their  engagements  with  Saladin  ;  and  it  was 
in  one  of  them  that  he  ended  his  government  by  a  moft 
Siain  hy  glorious  death,  having  his  horfe  killed  under  him  by  the 
the  Sara-  treacherous  count  of  Tripofy,  who  had  gone  over  to  the  &zra- 
c«is.  cens,  and  was  then  fighiing  in  difguife.  Upon  his  fall,  he 
was  quickly  furrounded  by  thofe  barbarians,  who  difpatched 
him  with  a  multitude  of  wounds,  whllft  a  great  number  of 
his  knights  came  and  loft  then:  own  lives  in  ftriving  to  fave 
his  ;  fo  that  when  the  fight  was  over,  and  the  knights  came 
to  the  field  of  battle  to  look  for  the  body  of  their  grand 
mafter,  they  found  it,  after  much  feeking  and  toil,  quite 
covered  with  heaps  of  Turcomans  and  Saracens,  whom  hj^ 
fword  had  fent  before  him  into  the  other  world.  His  re- 
mains were  immediately  conveyed  to  Acra,  where  he  was 

>  Vide  Aud.  fupracitat. 

till  they  were  driven  out  of  ^-  broke  his  heart  at  the  difmal 
ria ;  and,  on  that  account,  the  profpedl  of  the  Chriftian  affain 
grand  mafter  above-melicioned    in  thefe  parts  (27). 

(27)  Virt9t^  ubifrp^  Sop,  Biudm,  &  «/.  frprt  a'tatt 

buried 
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bnried  with  all  the  pomp  and  grief  which  were  due  to  fo 
great  a  captain  and  champion  for-  the  Chriftian  faith  ;  but 
though  the  knights  loft  fo  valuable  a  grand  mafter,  they  had 
the  comfort  of  feeing  above  1 5,000  of  the  enemy  lying  dead 
on  the  field  oi  battle,  which  was  fought  on  the  27  th  of 

MayK 

The  enemy  being  ftill  in  the  heart  of  the  kingdom,  and  8.  Gamer 
ready  to  engage  them  in  a  (hort  time,  the  chapter  thought  ofSyxiA, 
fit  to  eleft  the  brave  Garner  of  Neapoli  in  Syria^  in  the  room 
d.  their  deceafed  grand  mafter,  who  fignalized  himfelf  in 
that  defperate  battle,  which  was  fought  on  the  x  ith  of  Jufy 
foUowing,  wherein  Guy  de  Lufignan,  king  of  Jemfaltm^  was 
defeated,  and  made  prifoner,  the  holy  crofs  taken  by  the 
enemy,'  and  moft  of  the  knights  either  (lain  on  the  fpot,  or 
afterwards  in  cold  blood  by  SalatUn.    Gamer ^  after  having  Dies  ofhii 
fboght  till  he  was  covered  over  with  wounds,  happily  efcaped  'wounds. 
his  fury,  by  flying  to  Afcaixm^  where,  in  a  few  days,  he  died 
of  them,  after  he  had  enjoyed  his  dignity  two  months  and 
ten  days. 

The  fmall  remainder  of  the  knights  chofe,  in  his  room,  9-  Emen- 
Ermengardy  or  Emengard  D'Jps^  who  was  with  great  diifi-  g*»"d 
cnlty  prevailed  upon,  at  that  unhappy  conjunAure,  to  accept  ^  ^P'* 
of  the  dignity.     And  no  wonder  ;  for  he  entered  upon  it  on 
the  aoth  of  July^  and  the  viftorious  Saladin  took  pofle/fion 
of  the  city  dF  Jerufalem  on  the  1 9th  of  06lober  following,  Jerufalcm 
who  drove  all  the  knights  hofpitallers  out  of  that  metropo-  '^^  h 
lis,  and  foon  after  all  the  Latins  out  of  Palejiine^   together  Saladin. 
with  all  the  other  military  orders  that  had  been  inAituted  for 
the  prefenration  of  the  holy  city,  with  an  exprefs  prohibition     «19*« 
ever  to  return  into  it.     The  grand  mafter,  feeing  himfelf  and 
order  ftripped  of  their  ancient  habitation,   tranfporte^  him* 
fdf  and  them  to  the  great  fortrefs  of  Margath,  lately  men* 
tioned,  after  having,  at  their  own  charges,  redeemed  about 
1000  Chriftian  captives  out  of  the  hands  of  the  conqueror. 
Thither  likewife  -was  quickly  removed  the  bifhoprick  of  Va-  The  order 
lania^  to  be  in  greater  fafety  frdm  the  infults  or  the  enemy,  renwves  to 
Here  the  order  continued  only  till  thd  taking  of  y^rr<2  by  the  Acra. 
Chiiftians  four  years  after,  in  which  they  had  their  ftiare  of 
the  glory,  and  removed  prefently  after  thither,  and  made  it 
the  place  of  their  reiidence ;  from  which  they  came  to  be 
ftiled  knight)^  of  St.  John  D'Acra.     On  the  following  year, 
Srmengardy  the  laft  grand  mafter  of  the  knights  hofpitallers, 

'  k  GviLLELM.  Tyr.  cent.  lib.  i.  c.  $.  Bosio,  ubi  fup.  Bau- 
901a  bift.  lib.  ii.  ^.  I .  JlE  al.  ubi  fup. 

ended 
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ended  his  days,  after  he  had  the  pleafure  of  feeing  the  grand 
eaeniy  of  the  Chriftians,  Saladifiy  defeated  by  them  K 
TO.  God-      He  was  fucceeded  by  Godfrey  de  Duifjon^  or,  as  others 
frey  de      call  him,  De  Donjon^  a  native  of  France ;  who  had  the  good 
PuiiTon.    fortune,  during  the  time  that  the  truce  lafted  between  the 
Chriftians  and  SahuUn^  to  fee  many  noblemen  and  gentle* 
men  of  feveral  nations,   who  had  acquired  great  eftates  in 
thofe  parts,  bcqUeath  them  to  his  order,  before  their  retura 
into  Europe ;  by  which  means  they  and  the  templars  became 
adminiftrators,  and  mafters  of  that  part  of  the  kingdom, 
which  ftill  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  Chriflians  :  upoa 
which  they  chofe  Amatri  de  Lujignan^  then  king  of  Cyprus^ 
king  of  Jerufalem ;  but  as  Duijin  well  knew  of  how  little 
confequence  this  would  be  to  the  ChrifUans,  uolels  they 
could  recover  that  metropolis,  he  tried  all  poflible  means  to 
Mvi/ts     prevail  upon  them  to  attempt  the  reduflion  of  it  out  of  hand. 
the  taking  But  by  that  time  their  interefts  were  fo  divided,  that  his  ad- 
^  Jcrufa-  vice  could  have  no  cffeft;  and  he  died  very  foon  after  the 
1cm.  celebration  and  rejoicings  occafioned  by  the  marriage  of  I/h- 

bella  with  the  king  of  Cyprus.   He  obtained,  daring  his  grand 
1 194.    mafterftiip,  feveral  coniiderable  privileges  from  pope  Cele/iin 
III.  and  fome  of  his  fucceflbrs,  particularly  a  bull  from  pope 
Gregory  VIII.  enjoining  the  Chriilian  prelates  to  excommu- 
nicate all  thofe  who  fhould  attempt  to  deprive  or  wrong,  in 
any-wife,  the  knights  hofpitallers  of  any  of  their  lands,  or  to 
extort  any  tythes  or  other  dues  whatfoever,  in  contempt  of 
the  privileges  granted  to  them  by  feveral  of  His  prede-r 
ceflbrs  "». 
11.  Al-        He  was  fucceeded  hyAlphonfo  de  Portugal^  dcfccnded  from 
phonfo  de  the  royal  family  of  that  kingdom  ;  but  from  what  branch  of 
Portugal,  it,  we  are  not  told.     This  gentleman  convened  a  general 
chapter  at  the  old  caftle  of  Margath^  foon  after  his  ele£Mon^ 
where  feveral  wife  and  wholfome  ftatutes  were  agreed  to  for 
the  better  reformation  of  the  order,  now  become  very  re- 
mifs,  beginning  it  upon  himfelf,  his  houihold,  and  equipage ; 
and  for  the  better  reducing  the  order  under  a  kind  of  an  ari* 
ftocratical  government ;   fome  of  which  ftill  fubfift  ;  but 
Becomes     others  being  mifliked  by  the  knights,  as  too  fevere  and  rigo- 
odious,  re-  rous,  and  he  become  odious  to  them  for  his  too  proud  and 
figrts,  and  ftjfp  behaviour,  he  divefted  himfelf  of  his  dignity  in  lefs  tlian 
ispoi/oned.  ^  ^^^  ziteTj  and  failed  for  Portugal^  in  hopes  to  be  crowned 
king  there ;  inftead  of  which  he  was  poifoned  by  his  brother, 

^  Auft.  fupra  citat.  "  Vide  Naberat  de  privilcg.  fab 

Godfrey,  p.  28.  ^ 

»n4 
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and  died  on  the  I  ft  of  March  1207  ",  or,  as  others  pretend, 
in  a  civil  war  againft  hirrival.  Before  he  abdicated,  he  had 
obtained  fundry  coniiderable  privileges  and  immunities  to  his 
order,  which  might  haye  procured  him  more  regard,  if  his 
intended  reformation  had  not  reduced  it  into  a  kind  of  an* 
archy  and  rebellion,  in  which  the  major  part  publicly  re* 
fufed  to  obey  him  any  longer,  and,  by  their  living  in  open 
defiance  to  his  ftatutes,  obliged  him  at  once  to  abandon 
both  his  projeA  and  dignity. 

Godfrey,  alias  Ceofrey  Ix  Rat,  a  Frenchmanf  and  then  12.  Geo- 
grand  prior  oi France ^  was  chofen  in  his  room;  in  whoTe  frey  Le 
time  died  the  great  Saladin  at  Dama/cus,  which  gave  a  new  Rs^t. 
life  both  to  the  order  and  to  all  the  Chriftlan  princes  in  the 
eaft,  the  truce  ftill  /ubfifting  under  his  fucceflbr  Safadin,  by 
which  they  had  a  very  agreeable  rcfpite.     But  that  was  foon  J  gnat 
after  interrupted  by  the  dreadful  quarrel  ^yhich  happened  be-  quarrel  be- 
tween  his  order  and  that  of  the  templars,  which  was  like  to  ^*^'^  ^'^ 
have  proved  fetal  to  both.    The  latter,  it  feems,  had  driven  ^^^  ^^ 
out  by  main  force  a  vaflal  of  the  hofpitallers  from  a  caftle  he  ^^'^^^^^* 
held  of  them  near  xhsxoi  Margath ;  of  which  injury  he  had 
no  fooner  complained  to  them,  than  they,  without  any  fer- 
ther  ceremony,  difpatched  a  number  of  their  knights,  who 
went  and  fcaladed  the  place  with  fword  in  hand, -and  drove 
them  away.    This  quickly  inflamed  both  orders  to  fuch  a  de- 
fperate  degree,  as  came  little  ftiort  of  a  civil  war,  in  which 
the  friends  of  both  interefted  themfelves,   and  made  two 
conflderable  parties,  equally  inflamed  againft  each  other. 
There  being  then  no  fovereign  to  curb  their  refentment,  the 
patriarch  and  fome  of  the  biftiops  at  length  found  means  to  Brought 
perfuade  them  to  a  fufpenflon  of  arms,  and  to  refer  the  con-  hefort  the 
trovcrfy  to  the  determination  of  the  holy  fee.  fopt. 

Pope  Innocent  III.  fat  then  on  the  chair,  when  the  depu- 
ties of  both  orders  came  to  lay  the  matter  before  him ;  who, 
by  a  preliminary  fcntence,  ordered  the  hofpitallers  to  rcfign 
the  caftle  to  the  templars  for  one  month ;  after  which  the 
owner  of  it  (hould  be  permitted  to  prefer  a  complaint  againft 
them,  and  have  the  cauie  tried  before  proper  magiftrates,  or 
decided  by  fuch  judicious  and  impartial  arbitrators  as  the 
chiefs  of  both  orders  fhould  mutually  agree  upon.  The  pon- 
tiff, moreover,  wrote  letters  to  the  grand  mafters,  exhorting 
them  to  fet  aflde  all  their  jealoufies  and  feuds,  fo  dangerous 
to  Chriftendom,  and  fo  acceptable  to  the  Turks y  and  others  of 
their  enemies,  and  to  abide  by  the  decifion  of  the  judges, 
under  pain  of  excommunication,  and  of  his  higheft  refent- 

!  Vide  Naseeat,  obi  fup.  Virtot^  torn.  i.  p.  329,^  feq. 
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ment ;  and,  in  that  to  Godfrey  he  Rat^  he  highly  blames  the 
violent  method  they  took  in  favour  of  their  vaflal,  tells  him 
that  he  had  chofen  to  have  the  matter  decided  by  arbitratian, 
rather  than  to  have  it  brought  before  him,  to  avoid  being 
obliged  to  pronounce  fuch  a  fentence  againft  the  delinquents, 
as  muft  have  covered  them  with  confuiion,  and  expofedthem 
to  the  world. 

0 

Ho*w  de-       The  difpute  was  at  length  decided  in  favour  of  the  hofpi- 
ddui.        tallers,  and  the  pretenfions  of  the  templars  declared  to  be 
unjufl.     The  cafUe  was  reftored  to  the  right  owners,  mat- 
ters were  at  leaft  outwardly  compromifed  to  the  fati^aftion 
of  both  fideSy  and  a  good  harmony  reflored  between  them. 
The  pope  wrote  to  both,  recommending  the  intereft  of  the 
king  of  Cyprus  to  them,  and  concludes  with  threatening  thofe 
that  proved  refraftory  with  his  higheft  indignation  f.     But 
there  was  very  little  likelihood  that  things  (hould  continue 
in  that  amicable  fituation,  if  what  an  author  *  tells  us  be 
Faflnum-  jr^e,  that  the  knights  templars  had  then  no  lefs  than  19,000 
%T^'  manors,  befjdes  other  revenues  and  privil^es,  belonging  to 
nors  9'      them;  whereas  the  hofpitallers  had  no  more  than  9,000  ; 
hotb^^»     and  we  (hall  find  accordingly  by  the  fequel,  that  this  fire  df 
diTu         jealoufy  and  envy  was  only  kept  under  for  a  time,  in  order 
to  blaze  more  fiercely  upon  every  frefli  occafion,  till  they  were 
totally  fupprefled.     But  to  return  : 

About  fix  or  feven  years  after  this  accommodation  died 

Amcilric  de  Lufignan^  without  having  any  children  by  his  laft 

wife  Ifabella ;  fo  that  the  kingdom  of  Cyprus  devolved  to  his 

fon  Hughes  by  his  former  wife;    upon  which  account,  and 

the  many  feuds  which  then  univerfally  reigned  in  that  iiland, 

he  bequeathed  the  government  of  it  to  the  knights  of  St. 

Mnii  king  John  D^Acra,     Soon  after  this,  his  wife  Ifabella^  queen  of 

cfCy'      Jerufaleniy  dying,  left  her  daughter  Mary^  whom  (he  had 

prus.         by  her  former  hufband,  under  their  guardianfliip,  in  con- 

Ohtan     J"'^^^^^  vA\}[i  the  knights  templars.     CoJfrey  Le  Rat  ob-» 

fundn  im-  ^^i^^d,  during  his  government,  fundry  frefti  privileges  from 

muni  ties     ^^^  popes  Celejline  III.  and  Innocent  in.  and  more  particu- 

from  the    larly  from  our  king  John  »*. 

fofe,  Thfv  ambafTadors  which  had  been  fent  into  Europe^  to  ob- 

tain frefh  fuccours,  being  returned,  fraught  with  the  promifes 
of  a  fpeedy  and  warlike  armament  by  fea  and  land,  under  the 
command  of  the  famed  John  de  Brienne^  the  grand  mafter, 
^o  juftly  doubted  whether  any  fuch  vaft  reinforcement 

t  Bosio,  ubl  fup.  Mecistsr,  Bissat,  BAtrncJiN,  Vertot; 
Ze  al.  Tap.  citat.  *  M*  Paris,  ad  aqn.  1244.  in  Henr.  3. 

V«RTOT,t.i,  13.  p.  338.  f  Nabbrat^  ib.  p.  31. 

could 


L 


C.  7.  The  tiifiofy  $/  Maltha,  47 

orald  be  really  feat  from  theoce,  was  yet  of  opinion  to  take 
the  advantage  of  the  fear  which  this  report  had  thrown  the 
linfideb  in,  for  renewing  the  truce  with  them.    His  connfel Hiscoun- 
[  met  with  general  approbation,  except  the  matter  of  the  xtoi^ei  ^ppojgd 
\  plars,  who  oppofed  it,  it  ieems,  for  no  other  reafon  than  be-  h  ^^^ 
I  canfe  it  was  propofed  by  him  ;  and  had  intereft  enough  to  ^^^t^on, 
\  canfe  it  to  be  fet  alide  ^.    The  grand  mafter  died  foon  after, 
:  andwasfucceededby 

i      GuERiM  DE  MouNTAGU,  a  Frenchman,  of  the  province  13.  Gae* 
of  Auvergne^  who,  foon  after  his  election,  greatly  affifled  the  nn  de 
Greeks  in  Leffer  Armenia  againft  the  Turcomans  and  Sara-  Mount- 
cens*    In  recompence  of  which  fignal  fervices,  the  king  be-  ^g^* 
(bwed  the  dty  of  Saks,  together  with  the  caftles  oiCamard 
and  NeweafiUy  upOn  him  and  his  order.    During  his  mafter- 
'  (hip,  Andreas  king  of  Hungary,  coming  to  Acra,  or  PtoU' 
mais,  and  beheading  the  decent  order  and  charitable  oeco- 
nomy  of  the  knights  hofpitallers,  beftowed  feveral  lands, 
cafties,  and  other  donatives,  upon  then:  hofpital,  befides  an 
iocome  of  500  mark$/^r  anhuin,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  falt- 
works  of  Saloch.     He  likewife  took  the  habit  and  crofs  of  the  Admits 
order,  into  which  he  was  admitted  by  the  fame  grand  mafter.  the  king  of 
Pope  Honorius  confirmed  all  thofc  donatives  to  the  hofpital,  Hungary 
and  beftowed  feveral  other  privileges  upon  it ;  as  did  fome  of  "''^  '^^ 
his  predeceflbrs  and  fucceflbrs.    The  lame  was  done  by  the  ^'^'^^' 
French  kings  Lewis  VIII.  and  IX.  who  likewife  confirmed  all 
the  donatives  which  had  been  granted  to  the  order  by  ifi- 
chardL  king  of  England*     Pope  Gregory  IX,  likewife  con- 
firmed all  the  privileges  and  immunities  which  had  been 
granted  by  his  predeceflbrs,  and  added  fome  new  ones  to 
them.    It  was  likewife  during  his  government,  that  Damieta 
was  taken  by  the  knights,  after  a  long  and  ftout  defence. 

GuERiK  enjoyed  his  dignity  fomewhat  above  23  years; 
and,  upon  his  demife,  was  fucceeded  by 

Be&trand  de  Tfixi,  who,  following  his  predeceflTors  14.  Ber- 
fteps,  was  no  lefs  attentive  to  the  intereifts  of  Chriflendom  trand  de 
than  to  thofe  of  his  order  (P).     There  never  was  indeed  Texi. 

more 

^  Sanvt,  c.  iii.  p.  2o6.  Vertot,  &c. 

(?)    This   grand  mafier  is  Guerin,  without  a  furname,  and 

omitted  by  ^09^/0^/,  and  fome  reckon   him  the    15th    grand 

other  authors,  who  place,  im-  mailer  of  the  order,  from  Gi" 

mciizXidy  zitex  Guerin  deMount'  rard^  as  the  fir  ft  who  bore  that  - 

tf^«  4bove-inentioned,  the  other  tide  (29).     But  ^o/;^,  and  the 

generality 
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moit  need  of  idgilance  thaa  now ;  when,  by  the  abdication 
of  John  de  Brientie,  the  kingdom  was  like  a  (hip  without  a 
piloty  and  by  the  recalling  of  the  Teutonic  knights,  to  fup«> 
prels  the  dreadful  devaftations  of  the  pagans  in  Pruffia^  the 
flate  had  loft  a  confiderable  prop ;  fo  that  it  had  hardly  any 
other  fupporters  ^eft  than  the  knights  hofpitallers  and  tem- 
plars.   The  emperor  Frederick^  as  then  king  of  Jeru/a/tm, 
had  indeed  promifed  them,  at  his  departure  thence,  to  fend 
them  his  fon  and  fucceflbr  Conrard  with  a  very  powerful  re- 
inforcement; but,  having  occaCon  for  all  his  forces  elfe- 
where,  he  quickly  forgot  his  engagements  to  thofe  two  or- 
ders, which  obliged  them  to  mufter  up  all  their  prudence  and 
ftrength  to  defend  it  againfl  fuch  powerful  enemies  as  it  had 
Gas  to  the  00^  all  fides.     Text,  accompanied  by  Bert  rand  de  Barras^ 
tmptror.    j^night  of  the  order  and  grand  prior  of  St.  CileSy  went  on 
an  embafly  to  the  emperor,  to  remind  him  of  his  promifes* 
But  all  he  could  obtain  from  him  was  a  confirmation  of  the 
privileges  and  immunities  granted  to  the  order  by  liis  prede- 
ceflbrs,  with  the  addition  of  fome  new  ones.     The  grant  is 
dated  from  Verona\  and  pope  Gregory ^  following  his  ex- 
ample, complimented  the  order  with  a  new  bull,  fome  months 
after,  charging  all  patriarchs  and  prelates  in  Chriftendom  to 
excommunicate,  as  he  doth  in  that  bull,  all  thofe  who  /hall 
vex,  molcft,  or  in  any  way  injure,  that  order,  either  in  their 
perfons,  revenues,  ijc.   It  is  dated  November  24,  of  the  fame 
"Din  after  year  ".    Bertrandde  Text  died  on  the  next  year  at  Ptolemais^ 
thiorri'val  iomc  fay  of  grief  at  the  fUnging  reproaches  which  the  court  of 
c/tbe  duke  Rome  had  loaded  him  and  his  knights  with,  for  the  particu- 
rf^otn"  ]2S  efteem  which  they  had  fliewn  for  the  great  Vat  ace s^  then 
w^*        emperor  of  Nice,    However  that  be,  he  had  the  fetisfaftion, 
1 240.    ^  ^^^^  before  his  death,  of  hearing  of  the  arrival  of.  Richard 
duke  of  Cornwall^  brother  of  king  Henry  III.  of  England^  in 
Palefiine,  with  syi  army  of  40,000  men  ^. 
15.  Gue-      Hk  ^^^^  fucceeded  by  Cuerin^  or  Gerin^  whofe  furname 
rin*  and  country  is  not  mentioned  by  any  author,  and  who  is 

omitted  out  of  the  lift  by  Meg^fter,  tho*  fo  particularly  re- 
corded by  the  reft,  for  his  and  the  Chriftian  army's  total  de- 

■  Nabar AT,  ubi  fup.  p.  34;        w  Bosio,  &  al.  fup.  citat. 

generality    of   other  authors,  de  Text  as  the  14th  in  the  lift 

leaving  derardoMU  and  begin-  from  him,  who  fucceeded  the 

viVk^ftom  Remand dePoUo^  OT  Ar&^Guerin,    anno  1 230,    aad 

Dufuyt  mention  this  Bertrand  died  In  1240  (30). 

'  (30)  Bop9^  Mezifter,  Btjbrtih  Jet  hjuk  Melt,   Fepul^  Deviiy,  Depper, 

'     feat 
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ictt  in  the  battle  they  fought  againft  the  €hor40nlns^  who 
woe  tea  to  ooe  Ibperior  ia  oumber,  and  m  which  fuch 
flai^hter  was  made  of  the  two  orders  in  particular,  that  only 
KweQty-fix»  feme  (ay  ilxteen,  of  tibe  hofpitaliers,  and  thirty- 
three  templars,  eicaped  with  their  lives.  The  two  grand 
oaAers  were  killed  at  the  head  of  their  troops,  according  to 
fome  anthors  ( QJ ;  but,  according  to  others,  only  that  of 
the  template,  whilft  Ctierin  had  the  misfortune  to  be  taken  Defeated 
frifoaer,  and  to  be  fent  in  chains  to  the  foltaa  of  Egypt y  andJUUn* 
vith  other  prifooers  of  note ;  fo  that  it  is  not  known  whether 
he  was,  ever  redeeraed,  or  died  in  (lavery.  This  difafter  hap- 
pened to  bim  aboQt  three  years  after  his  election  to  the  dig* 
oity ;  and  he  Was  fucceeded  by 

Beet&and  dk  Comps,  an  old  experienced  officer,  and  i6.  Berv: 
aiHtu?e  oi  Dauphine\  who,   tho'  he  faw  his  order  fo  much  trandde 
tUoaed  by  the  late  dreadful  flaughter  of  its  knights,  yet  be*  Comps. 
jog  applied  to  for  help  by  the  prince  oSAntiocky  who  was 
thod  invaded  on  all  iides  by  fwarms  of  Turc<mans,  made  no 
demur  to  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  his  remaining  forces, 
and  to  march  to  his  afliftance*     The  mafter  of  the  templars 
did  the  fame  with  his ;  and  a  long  and  furious  engagement 
eofned  between  them  and  thofe  infidek,  in  which  both  fides  Engages 
behaved  With  great  intrepidity.     Bertrandy  enraged  at  an /^^  Tur- 
oppofition  he  had  not  been  accuftomed  to,  rufhed  in  fore-  eomans. 
moft  at  the  head  of  hb  knights,  into  the  enemy's  ranks, 
forced  his  way  through  them,  and  put  them  to  flight;  but, 
in  this  laft  eflbrt,  he  recdved  fo  many  wounds,  that  he  died  Dies  of  his 
of  them  iboa  after,  in  the  fourth  year  after  his  eleflion  '.  ^Qundi.^ 
Darii^  the  four  y^s  of  his  government,  he  obtained  four 
di&rent  bulls  from  pope  Innocent  IV. ;  the  one  condemning 
and  excommnnicating  all  thofe  who,  in  contempt  of  the  prl- 
vil^es  granted  by  his  predeceflbrs,  had  invaded  any  of  them ; 

*  Bosio,  Megisser,  ic  al.  fapra  citat. 

( QJ  yirtot  quotes  a  letter  with   the  foltan  of  Damafcus 

written  by  WilUam  de  CbateaU'  againft  them  of  Egypt,  The  ac- 

«n/^  knight  of  the  order,  who  count  Vhich  he  gives  of  the 

was  kimielf  at  the  hloody  en-  fight  is,  that  the  two  grand 

gagement,  and  was  fome  years  mafters  were  (lain  in  it,    and 

afterchoTen  grand  mafter  of  the  only  himfelf,  and  fifteen  more 

order,  to  the  lord  ^tfikffr/^;  in  of  the  knights  of   hi3  order, 

which  he  afcribes  this  incurfibn  had  efcaped  from  the  flaughter 

of  xhtCborafmins  to  the  league  (3i}. 
which  the  Cbriftians  had  made 

(3T)  Bifi,  di  Mak,  tm,  I  IH.  Hi.  f.  48^ 
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Ae  other  three  were  much  of  the  fame  ftampy ;  being  as 
little  regarded  by  the  reft  of  the  world  as  thofe  of  hb  pre* 
deceflbrs. 
17.  Peter      The  chapter  chofe  in  his  room  Peter  de  VUlebride^  a  gen- 
^*  y*^^^*  tleman  no  lefs  efteemed  for  his  piety  than  for  his  lingular  va- 
^"•'        lour ;   in  the  beginning  of  whofe  government,  Ltwis  IX. 
once  known  by  the  title  of  St,  Lewis ^  arrived  at  the  head  of  a 
powerful  crufade,  to  which  pope  Innocent  W.  had  invited,  by 
a  fpecial  bull,  all  the  Chriftian  princes  of  his  church.  Lewis 
came  and  received  the  crofs  and  habit  from  the  grand  mafter, 
and  engaged  to  accompany  him  in  all  his  expeditions,  at  the 
head  of  his  order.    The  better  to  acquit  himfelf  of  his  pro- 
jnife,  he  qiufed  all  the  novices  of  the  order  that  were  in  Eu» 
rope^  and  all  the  cafti  of  the  priories,  ire.   belonging  to 
%  to  be  conveyed  into  Paleftine^  in  order  to  march  with 
this  reinforcement  to  join  the  king  at  the  flege  of  Damieta, 
He  likewife  made  very  ftrong  efforts  to  prevail  upon  thefoltaa 
of  Egypt  to  treat  with  him  about  the  redemption  of  Chriftian 
Haves,  which  were  by  that  time  become  very  numerous ; 
and,  if  be  could  have  fucceeded  in  it,  it  would  have  proved 
very  ferviceable  ;  but  the  foltan,  who  was  privately  in  league 
with  the  emperor,  who  hated  them  no  lefs  than  he,  abfolutely 
refufed  it,  and  difmlfled  the  commifHoners  with  very  fevere, 
though  juft,  reproaches,  of  their  former  perfidy.     TheiU 
^  »  .  fuccefs  of  the  fiege  we  have  already  feen ;  and  need  only  ob- 

prifimr^    fcrve  here,  that,  upon  his  being  taken  prifoner  with  the  king, 
Miemelft   ^he  chapter  caufed  him  to  be  redeemed  at  a  great  price ;  but 
4aiddies.    he  did  not  long  furvive  his  return  to  Ptolemais^vthti^  he  die<|' 
in  the  third  year  of  his  government  (R);  and  was  fuc- 
ceeded by 
« 

y  Naberat,  abi  fiipra,  p.  56,  k  feq. 

(R)  Amqng  other  frefh  pri-  cars,  an<)  other  officers,  to  fonl* 

vileges  and  immunities  granted  mon  or  fue  any  of  them, 

.  tp  this  grand  mafter,  do  ring  their  domeftics,  upon  any  a( 

his  (hort  governiaent,  by  four  count  whatfoever.    The  fasEij 

fucceilive  bulls,  the  laftof  (hem,  prohibition  ia  likewife  dirc^ 

dated  March  24, 1250,  exempts  to  all  counts,  vifcounts,  barons 

his  order,  and  the  fervants  of  provofls,  bailiffs,  and  other 

it,  from  being  fummoned    or  ficers  of  fecular  juftice ;  as  likf 

fued  before    any  ccdefiaflical  wife    again  ft     lay  in  e    viol< 

court  whatfoever :  and  the  arch-  hands  upon  either  their  peribi 

bi(hops  and  bifhops  oi  France  i^c,  and  all  under  pain  of 

are  thereby  enjoined  to  forbid  communication  (32}. 
their  deans,  archdeacons,   vi- 

(32)  N§btr0t,  uhifupra,  f.  38. 

5  Wxnui 
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William  de  Castelnau,  ^i^z^  Chateauneuf^  a  French     12; x., 

ritleiiiany  of  the  jiuverman  tongue,  an  ancient  knighr,  and  i  S.  Wil- 
ftrift  an  obfcrver  of  their  religious  difcipjiae,  that,  if"  we  "*°^  ^^ 
may  believe  the  French  writer  of  St,  Lewis'^  life  s  he  con-  Chat*a<i- 
demned  the  knights  to  eat  upon  their  cloaks,  fpread  upon^^ 
the  ground  in  their  hall  or  refectory,  for  having  had  a  fquab* 
fakwlth  fome  of  the  Frenchmen  of  that  king's  retinue,  as  they 
were  hunting  an  antelope  near  Ptolemais.    In  his  time,  that 
monarch  having  caufed  the  fortifications  of  Ptolemais,  Joppa^ 
(UJareoy  and  fome  other  places,  to  be  repaired^  and  greatly 
improv^,  returned  into  France^  and  left  the  care  of  that 
country  to  the  new  grand  mailer,  about  three  years  after  his 
deflion ;  who  accordingly  fortified  the  monaftery  of  Mount  Fortified 
Tbdicry  now  abandoned,  in  the  form  of  a  ftrong  citadel;  ziJe^erS 
he  did  likewife  the  cafile  oi  Bethany^  which  was  granted  toP^^^^'  '^  1 
him  by  pope  jikxanderlV.  with  ail  its  revenues,  and  fome'^'  ^^^ 
others,  and  put  afufficient  number  of  forces  and  amifruni-         * 
tbn  into  each  of  them^  particularly  into  that  of  Caraa,  in 
tho  country  of  Trials,  which  belonged  to  the  order,  and 
that  of  ./^r,  bordering  on  the  conquefls  of  the  Saracens  m 
iktHofy  Land;  in  which  laft  he  put  100  of  his  knights, 
with  a  good  number  of  hired  troops,  to  fupprefsthe  inroads 
of  thofe  infidels.   •  '      ' 

Pope  Alexander  IV.  net  content  with  confirming  and  ^ug-Gnat/j 
mendng  the  immunities  and  privileges  of  the  order,  befldes  M,fav9ured 
Tbaior  and  the  caftle  of  Bethany  above-mentioned,  with  ^Itytbefofe, 
the  revenues  belonging  to  them,  added  feveral  other  grants, 
in  order  to  keep  all  their  fortified  places  and  garifons  in  the 
beft  repair  ;  which  he  accordingly  did :  but  all  thefe  pleafing 
profpefts  wei'e  forced  to  give  way  to  a  more  gloomy  and  dil- 
couraging  one,  which  forced  itfelf  upon  hhn ;  viz,  that  of 
Dedng  all  the  fair  promifes  made  to  him  of  a  fpeedy  and  con- 
fiderable  fuccour  bomEuropey  cofne  to  nothing  ;  the  grief  of  Dies  of 
which,  in  all  probability,  fhortened  his'days  ^,  .  He  died  ingne/, 
the  ninth  year  of  his  mafterfhip ;  and  was  fucceeded  by 

Hugh  Revel,  a  native  of  Dauphine,  and  of  an  ancient  19.  Hugk 
and  noble  family,  who,  by  his  wife  and  extraordinary  con-  Revel,  j 
duft,  greatly  contributed  to  raife  the  luftre  of  his  order,  and 
his  new  dignity,  at  leaft  with  refpeft  to  the  temporal  ftate  of 
.it.    He  fummoned  a  general  chapter  of  the  whole  order  ^X- Reforms 
Ca/area^  where  the  abufes,  which  had  crept  into  its  feveralyj.a;^fl/ 
comaumderies,  were  examined,  and  priors  fet  over  them  loabufisd     J 
.  tifit  and  inTpeA  them,  and  tranfmit  the  revenues  of  them 

*  JoiNviLLE,apud  Vertot,tom.  i.p.  515,  &  feq.         *»  Bosio, 
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duly  over  into  the  public  tpcafury.  The  fame  chapter  pafled 
a  law,  forbidding  the  knights  to  make  vdlls,  or  leave  lega- 
cies, or  even  any  gratuities,  to  thdr  domeftics,  without  the 
leave  of  the  grand  mafter,  as  being  inconfiftent  with  their 
vow  of  poverty  «. 

These  few  wholfome  relations  were  the  more  neceflary 
at  this  time,  not  only  to  reform  thofe  feveral  abufes,  which 
were  grown  to  a  monftrous  height,  but  likewife  to  enable' 
the  order  to  procure,  at  their  own  charge,  thofe  fuccours 
which  they  had  long  expeAed  in  vain  from  the  European 
princes ;  the  want  of  which  had  occafioned  the  affairs  of  re- 
ligion to  go  from  bad  to  worfe.  By  thefe  means,  and  other 
wife  precautions  of  the  grand  maAer,  we  (hall  find  them  ftill 
aAing,  upon  all  occafions,  with  their  accuftomed  bravery  and 
zeal,  under  all  the  difficulties  occafioned  by  the  remMbefs 
and  indolence  of  thofe  crowned  heads  whofe  duty  and  inte- 
reft  it  was  to  have  fupported  them. 
fffg  Revel  was  hardly  entered  into  the  third  year  of  Ms  dig- 

Mgbts  cut  nity,  before  Bendocdar^  the  bitterefl  enemy  that  the  Chrif- 
in  pieces  at  tians  in  Paleftine,  cfpcdally  thofe  of  his  order,  ever  had,  was 
Affur,{5ff .  raifed  by  the  Mamluks  to  be  foltan  of  Egypt^  and  threatened 
the  two  orders  vith  expulfion  from  that  country.  He  accord- 
ingly began  with  the  caftle  of  Jjur,  or  Jjbur,  one  of  their 
ftrongeft  fortrefles,  which  the  late  grand  mafter  had  fortified 
and  garrifoned  with  lop  of  his  knights,  befidesfome  other 
troops, who  all  maintained  thdr  ground  with  the  moft  intrepid 
bravery,  until  they  were  all  cut  in  pieces ;  infomuch  that  the 
foltan  could  not  enter  the  place  but  by  going  over  the  dead 
bodies,  with  which  all  the  avenues  to  it  were  covered.  Next 
year  the  fea-port  of  Gaffuf  or  Joppa,  the  caftles  of  Beaufort 
and  CaraCf  underwent  the  fame  fate,  and  thegarifons  were  all 
maflacred  without  mercy  to  the  laft  man.  Antioch  was  fur- 
rendered  by  treachery^  and  nothing  was  left  but  the  difmal 
profpeft  of  the  total  lofs  of  the  Holy  Land ;  when  Revel^  in 
'  conjunftion  with  the  mafter  of  the  templars,  now  honoured 

with  the  additional  title  of  grand^  like  his  noble  coUcgue,  by 
Maie  a  pope  Clement  IV.  found  means  to  induce  the  foltan  to  make 
truce  'with  a  truce,  in  hopes  that,  in  a  (hort  time,  tl)ey  might  obtain 
the  foltan.  fome  fuccours  from  Europe,  They  agreed  to  pafs  over  to- 
gether to  Italy,  in  order  to  promote,  by  their  intereft,  Tibald 
Revel        archdeacon  of  Liege ^  then  in  Pale/line,  to  the  papal  chair, 

foes  into     which  had  been  vacant  near  three  years  ;  not  doubting  but, 
[urope.     as  he  had  been  an  eye-witnefs  bf  the  difmal  condition  of  Chri- 
fliauity,  his  piety  aid  zeal  would  ftir  him  up  to  employ  all 
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bis  intereft  and  authority  to  procure  ibme  con/iderable  reia- 
forcement  to  thefe  two  orders,  who  were  now  the  only  fup- 
porters  left  of  that  tottering  ftate. 

He  did  fo ;  and,  widi  a  readinefs  fuitable  to  their  hopes,  'J0j  at 
invited  them  both  to  aififl  at  the  general  council  of  Lyons,  the  council 
which  he  convened  loon  after  his .  exahation  ;  and,  as  thato/'Lyons* 
could  ngt  meet  till  three  years  after,  he  employed  that  time 
in  writing  circular  letters,  to  exhort  the  Chriflian  princes, 
by  a  timely  fupply,  to  prevent  the  total  lofs  of  the  Holy  Land. 
We  (hall  not  repeat  here  the  refult  of  that  auguft  aflembly,  nor 
fundry  other  crols  events  that  happened  in  PaUftine  during 
that  time,  which  the  foltan  would  not  have  failed  of  turning 
to  his  advantage,  had  he  not  been  prevented  by  death  before 
the  truce  was  expired  ^     But  in  the  mean  time  the  grand 
Hiafter  J?^i;^/,  quite  worn  out  with  age,  fatigues,  and,  which 
is  ftill  worie,  with  cares  and  grief,  departed  this  life  iu  the 
1 8th  year  of  his  government,  and  on  the  year  after  the 
death  of  Bendocdar. 

He  was  fucceeded  by  Nicholas  de  Lorgue^  -a  gentleman  of  «o.  Ni- 
t  fweet  and  inllnuating  difpofition,  whole  firft  care,  after  his  cholas 
deftion,  was  to  reftore  the  harmony  which  had  been  long  ^^^%^^* 
interrupted  between  his  order  and  that  of  the  templars,  and      '^^  * 
to  appeafe  the  feuds  and  animofities  which  reigned  among  the 
viarious  nations  that  were  fettled  in  the  city.     In  which  he 
not  only  had  the  mortification  to  find  all  his  endeavours 
elnded,  but  likewife  to  fee  the  truce  aU>  on  a  fudden  broke 
by  Sais  Melech,  the  fucceflbr  of  Bendocdar,  before  it  was 
expired,  and  the  important  fortrefs  of  Margath  affaulted,  ^hefAtan 
and  furrendered  to  that  treacherous  prince,  who  caufed  it  to  j^^'^ 
be  taken  and  rai;ed  to  the  ground,  to  deprive  them  of  all  **'»*'^g*"'» 
hopes  of  their  ever  recovering  it.     His  grief  for  the  lofs  of 
fo  confiderable  a  place,  a&  wdtas  for  the  fuccefs  of  the  in* 
fidels  in  thofe  parts,  fo  fenfibly  afiedled  him,  that  he  took 
the  advantage  of  a  fecond  truce  with  them  to  repafs  into  En* 
r^t,  to  folicit  for  fome  frefti  fuccours ;  but  all  he  could  ob* 
tain  was  about  1500  men,  moft  of  them  either  banditti,  or 
of  the  lees  of  the  people,  without  either  courage  or  difci- 
pline.     Even  the  then  pope  Nicholas,  IV.  refufed  to  affift  him 
with  money  towards  their  pay ;  and  with  this  poor  reinforce- 
ment he  was  forced  to  return  to  Ptoleinais^  the  fight  of  Lorguc 
which  rather  contributed  to  increafe  than  allay  the  difcon-  returns. 
tents  and  defpairs  of  the  fraternity.     As  for  De  Lorgue,  the 
cold  reception  he  met  with  in  Europe,  joined  to  the  deplo- 
lible  condition  they  were  reduced  to,  fo  efie^ually  touched 

/  Vide  aact.  fop.  citat. 
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His  death,  his  heart,  that  it  quickly  brought  him  to  his  grave,  in  the 
loth  year  of  his  government,  and  prevented  his  furvivin^ 
the  lofs  of  that  important  place,  and  of  the  Holy  Land^ 
which  he  clearly  forefaw  to  be  near  at  hand. 
ji .  John       He  was  fucceeded  by  John  de  Villiersy  a  Frenchman^  during 
deVil-      whofe- whole  government  the  affairs  of  religion  went  ftill 
iiers.  worfe  and  worie,  by  the  lofs  of  Tripoli  in  Syria^  of  Tyre^ 

Tripoli,    1^1^^^  Baruth,  and,  laftofall,  of  Ptolemais.     With  regard 
^c.  taken  ^^  ^jg  j^^^  j^.  ^^^y  ^  obferved,  that  the  breach  of  the  fcr 
rrT'-a-^    cond  truce  was  owing  chiefly  to  the  garifon  of  it,  or  rather 
•  ^'^^^    '''to  that  reinforcement  which  was  thrown  into  it  by  the  late 
grand  matter  De  Lorgue.     We  have  already  hinted  what  a 
wretched  crew  of  fcoundrels  they  were,  ill  difciplined,  and 
worfe  piiid  ;  fo  that  they  made  no  fcruple  to  fally  out  as  oc- 
cafion  offered,  and  to  live  on  the  plunder  of  Chriftians    as 
well  as  Saracens,  without  diflinftion.     The  foltan  in  vain 
fent  to  demand  fatisfaftion  for  thcfe  depredations ;  the  jea- 
loufy  and  divifions  which  reigned  in  the  place,  which  was 
then  without  a  proper  governor,  and  inhabited  by  a  mixed 
multitude  of  all  nations  and  conditions,  mofl  of  them  inde- 
pendent of  each  other,  and  living  in  a  kind  of  anarchy,  gave 
no  room  to  expeft  any  redrefs  or  remedy  ;  and  even  the 
patriarch,  the  pope's  legate,  and  chiefs  of  the  clergy,  had 
withdrawn  themfelves  into  a  feparate  quarter  of  the  town. 
Thus  whilft  difcord,  envy,  rapine,  murder,  and  every  dc- 
ftruftive  irregularity,  were  fuffered  to  reign  in  the  place, 
that  vafl  multitude,  which,  united,  might  have  withflood  all 
the  efforts  of  the  enemy,  became  a  fagrifice  to  their  impla- 
cable fury,  and  brought  on  the  lofs  and  dreadful  cataflrophe 
of  that  unhappy  city*,  as  well  as  the  total  expulfion  of  tht 
Chriflians,  and  particularly  of  this  order,  out  of  PaUJline. 
^htl'^lghts     The  grand  mafter,  and  thofe  few  knights  that  furvived 
i2u7/^  Cy-this  irreparable  lofs,  embarked  with  all  poffible  fpeed,  as 
•prus,  und  well  as  the  templars  and  thofe  of  the  Teutonic  order,  and 
fettle  at    difperfed  themfelves  by  feveral  routes.     Their  example  was 
j^imiifo.    followed  by  thofe  who  were  left  in  the  few  cafUes  that  rc- 
niained  untaken,  but  which  they  found  they  were  unable 
to  maintain  themfelves  in.     The  hofpitallers,  however,  being 
flill  in  hopes  that  fome  frefh  crufade  might  enable  them  once 
more  to  fettle  in  the  Holy  Land,  refolved  to  fix  themfelves 
as  near  it  as  they  could ;  and,  having  obtained  leave  of  the 
king  of  Cyprus  to  take  fhelter  in  his  ifland,  he  affigned  to 
them  the  city  of  Limiffo  in  that  ifland,  where  they  gradually 
airjved  one  after  another,  as  they  could  bell  avoid  the  purr 
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fuit  of  the  Saracens,    A  doleful  light  it  was  to  fee  them 
land,  after  the  dreadfat  fatigues  and  dangers  they  had  fuf-  -^ 

tained  during  that  liege  ;  and  tho'  moll  of  them  were  covered 
with  wounds,  yet  were  they  ftill  more  grieved  at  their  hearts  j-, 

that  they  had  outlived  fo  great  a  lofs.     Here,  however,  they  '  "S 

fettled  for  the  prefent ;.  and  the  grand  marter  convened  two  ge-  ^ 

oeral  chapters,  one  year  after  another,  to  confult  on  the  pro- 
pereft  means  of  bettering,  if  poflible,  their  now  almoft  defperate       '^^rj 
condition,  and  preventing  the  total  extinftion  of  their  order.  i 

He  likewife  fent  to  the  pope  Nicolas  IV.  the  melancholy  newsyiujers 
c^  the  lofs  of  Paleftine ;  who  immediately  difpatched  his  nun-finds  to  tk§ 
<^06  to  all  the  European  princes,  to  exhort  them  to  fet  ^fide  pope/ar 
all^  their  mutual  feuds,   and  tnrn  their  thoughts  and  efforts  ^^4^- 
towards  the  recovery  of  it.     In  the  mean  time  ViUiers  had 
the  comfort  to  fee  the  firft  general  council  filled  with  a 
vaft  number  of  knights  of  all  nations,  old  and  young,  who 
came  readily  to  Cyprus  from  all  parts,  none  excufing  himfelf 
from  being  at  it  on  that  emergent  occafion,  infomuch  that 
there  never  had  been  feen  fo  numerous  an  aflembly  lince  the 
£Dundation  of  the  order. 

The  mailer's  fpeech,  which  drew  tears  from  the  eyes  of 
all  its  hearers,  was  followed  with  an  'univerfal  proteftation 
both  of  old  and  young,  that  they  were  all  ready  and  impa- 
tient to  venture  their  lives  for  the  recovery  of  the  holy  places. 
The  misfortune  was,  that  the  city  of  LimiJIo  had.  fuffered  fo 
much  from   the  Jrabian  and  Saracen  corfoirs,  that  it  was    . 
now  reduced  to  a  wide  open  borough,  expofed  on  all  fides  ; 
on  which  account  fome  6f  the  aflembly  propofed  to  kdn  iorSomeol^tSt 
a  more  fafe  and  convenient  fettlement  in  fome  part  of  Italy,  agminft 
This  propofal,  however,  was  rejefted  with  fcorn  by  the  grand/«y»*?  «* 
fiiafter  and  the  fenior  knights,  as  inconfiftent  with  the  intent  Limi^o. 
and  meaning  of  fome  of  their  late  ftatutes,  which  obliged  ^htir  ai* 
them  to  keep  as  near  the  Holy  Land  as  poflible,  in  order  to  viV#  rr- 
te  at  hand,  whenever  an  opportunity  offered,    to  take  n^jeGed^ 
arms  for  the  recovery  of  it ;  upon  which  it  was  agreed  to 
make  the  beft  of  the  place  they  were  in,  and  to  look  no  far- 
ther. 

The  firft  care  of  the  grand  mafter  was,  to  get  proper  ac-  Villierf 
commodations  for  the  fick,  wounded,  lame,  i;c.  as  was  ufu-  rtfuma  tbi 
ally  done  before  ;  and  as  there  was  not  room  enough  in  th^  old  duties 
place  to  entertain  fo  great  a  multitude  of  knights  and  their  oftbeorder* 
retinue,  it  was  further  agreed  that  a  certain  number  of  thofe  Sends  gal-- 
gallies,  which  had  brought  them  thither  either  from  Eu'  lies  upon 
rope  or  Paleftine,  flioutd  be  armed  and  fitted  out,  and  com-  the  cndf$% 
Bonded  by  turns  by  a  proper  number  of  knights,  whofc 
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cVief -buiinefs  it  (hould  be  to  fcour  the  fea,  and  efcort  the 
pilgrims  that  ftill  went  to  and  from  Paleftine.    Upon  which 
siany  of  them  of  different  fizes  began  to  fail  fromieveral 
ports  of  the  ifland,  and,  at  their  return,  brought  in  confi- 
derable  prizes  which  they  made  of  the  Turklfb  corfairs,who 
were  watching  to  intercept  thofe  pilgrims  in  their  paflage 
thither  or  homewards.     Thefe  helped  to  augment  the  num- 
ber of  their  veflels  ;  to  which  they  added  fome  new  ones, 
which  they  ordered  to  be  built,  by  which  means  they  began 
again  to  make  fome  figm'e  at  fea,  which  ferved  alfo  to  keep 
the  knights  in  a£lion«  and  to  train  up  and  enure  the  young 
ones  at  once  to  war  and  navigation «. 
Convenes       In  the  mean  time  the  grand  mafier  Villiers,  finding  the 
tvjo  new    preparations  in  Europe  for  an  armament  in  their  favour,  to  go 
ibapters,    gn  extremely  (lowly,  employed  his  time  in  making  feveral 
1292.    Qew  and  very  neceflary  ftatutes  and  regulations.  After  which, 
Makes       having  obtained  leave  of  the  king,  he  fet  himfelf  about  fcw- 
wrw  regu-  tifying  the  city  of  Umife,  in  order  to  fecure  it  from  the  at- 
latifixi.      tempts  of  Melech  Nazer^  who  had  fucceeded  MeUch  Za- 
raphy  who  would  not  otherwife  fail  of  aflfaulting  him  in  to 
open  and  defencelefs  a  place.     Pope  Cekftian  IV.  being  at 
length  chofen  to  the  papal  chair,  and  apprifed  of  their  lofs 
of  all  the  lands^  which  they  had  held  in  Paleftine^  made  it 
his  firft  care  to  (hew  them  lome  marks  of  his  affedion  ;  and, 
though  he  was  foon  after  cheated  out  of  his  dignity,  his 
'       fucceffor  Boniface  VIII.  fhewed  himfelf  no  lefs  generous  to 
them,  by  the  bulls  which  he  fulminated  againft  the  kings  of 
Enghnd^ud  Portugal.  Thefe  princes,  after  the  lofs  of  tht  Holy 
Landy  had  fequeftered  their  lands  and  revenues,  to  what  th^ 
called  more  pious  and  chs^ritable  ufes  than  the  fupporting'thofe 
knights  in  pride  and  luxury,  for  which  reproach  they  had 
given  but  too  much  occafion  ;  but  thofe  bulls,  notwithftahding 
their  fpecious  pretences,  obliged  thofe  two  princes  to  obey, 
and   to  revoke   their  fequefhation.     The  misfortune  was, 
that  the  king  of  Cyprus^  no  lefs  haughty  than  that  pontif, 
conceived  fuch  a  jealoufy  againft  the  whole  order,  which 
claimed  an  independence  on  any  but  the  pope,  that  he  ab- 
solutely refufed  to  fujSer  them  to  fettle  in  his  dominions,  un- 
lefs  they  would  fubinit  to  pay  him  a  certain  tribute  yearly  as 
his  vaflals,  with  which  they  were  obliged  to  comply.  In  fpite 
of  the  pope's  thundering  bull  againft  it,  in  which  he  ftiled 
it  a  horrid  and  deteftable  extortion.    In  ihe  mean  time  the 

^  Bosio,  Mecisser,  LvsiCNAN  Hift.  de  Malt.     Vertot, 
t.  ii.*l.  4.  p.  9,  &  fc^,        w 
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gand  mafter  De  Vtllitrs  died  at  Limiffby  quite  worn  OQt  with  DeVilliers' 
f^  and  fatigues,  in  the  fixth  year  after  his  eleftion  "*.        ^^f^' 

The  chapter  chofe  in  his  room  Odon  des  Pins,  alias  Odo  22.  Odon 
i  PlfdbiUj  a  native  of  Provence^  a  perfon  pJready  advanced  des  Pins. 
m  years,  bnt  fitter  for  the  monkifh  offices  than  for  thofe  of    1294. 
liicha  warlilce  order,  and  perhaps  more  devout  and  retired 
than  was  conflftent  with  it.     His  afTeAed  indolence,  and  the 
i^lefl  of  fending  thdr  gallies  in  fearch  of  frefh  captures,  foon 
broQght  upon  him  the  general  diflike  of  the  whole  order, 
irhich  chiefly  fubfifted  by  them.     Complaints  were  therefore 
jaade  to  the  pope  againft  him,  by  the  greateft  part  of  them, 
irho  at  the  fame  time  begged  leave  to  depofe  him.    He  was  DUs  in  JU4 
theraipon  fnmmoned  before  that  pontif ;  but  died  before  he  tvaj  ta 
icached  Italy,  in  the  iecond  year  of  his  government,  and  was  ^omc. 
Acceededby 

William  J)e  Villaret,  of  the  tongue  of  Provence,  23.  Wm. 
at  that  time  refiding  in  his  own  priory  of  St,  Giles ;  but  de  VilU* 
vfao,  upon  the  news  of  his  eledion,  chofe  to  viiit  in  perfon  ret. 
afl  the  places  in  the  feveral  tongues  of  Provence,  Auvergne, 
and  France,  in  moft  of  which  he  made  feveral  wholfome  and 
needful  regulations,  before  he  fet  out  for  Cyprus.    In  his  Gets  the 
time  pope  Boniface  VIII.    confirmed  the  old  rule  of  tli^oUrule 
(ffdcr,  which  had  been  loft  during  the  fiege  of  Ptolemais,  ^^firm^^, 
bat  the  counterpart  of  which  was  ftill  extant  in  the  Vatican  '^'^^'^ 
library.     That  pontif  at  the  fame  time  conferred  upon  ^his^'^^']', 
order  the  abbey  of  Vennofa,  in  the  kingdom  oi  Naples,  which-^^^^ 
be  had  fupprefled  on  account  of  the  irregularities  of  the  nuns  ^^  ^ 
belonging  to  it.     Villaret,  having  thanked  his  holincfs  for  France* 
thefe  two  fignal  favours,  fet  fail  for  Cyprus,  where  he  was 
received  by  the  whole  convent  with  univerfal  joy,  and  where 
they  had  waited  with  impatience  for  his  arrival,  in  hopes 
Aat  his  prefence  would  give  frefli  life  to  a  new  projeft  which 
tbey  had  formed  for  driving  the  Saracens  out  of  the  Holy 
hmd,  by  making  a  league  with  Cuzan,  now  at  the  head  of 
the  Mogul  Tatars.     He  Ukewife  received  feveral  other  con- 
£derable  privileges  from  pope  BenediB  X.  and  Philip  the  Fair 
rf  France '. 

But  the  grand  mailer  had  a  much  more  important  pro-.  ProJeSs 
jeft  in  his  head,  which  yet  he  kept  wholly  tp  hiiiifelf,  till  he  the  con^ 
had  affured  himfelf  of  the  feafihlenefs  of  it.     The  ill  treat-  f»^  »/ 
ment  which  he  and  his  order  had  received  from  the  king  of  ^"^^'r 
(Cyprus,  in  u  great  meafure  forced  him  into  it.     It  was  no 
k&  than  the  conqueft  of  the  ifland  of  Rhodes,  where  the 

^  Bosio,  Megisser,  Byssat,  Lvsignan,  Bavdoin,  Ver* 
TOT,  &  al.  ubifupra.  f  Nabe&at,  obi  fup.  p.  49. 
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lords  of  Galla  had,  from  governors,  erefted  themfelves  into 
fovereigns  of  it,  and   had  peopled  it  with  Turki/b  and  54- 
racen  merchants,  who  admitted  ail  the  corfairs  of  thofe  na- 
tions into  their  ports,  where  they  rode  fafc  from  the  pur- 
fuit  of  the  gallies  of  his  order.     His  firft  care  was  to  take  aa 
exaft  furvey.  of  its  ports,  forUfied  places,  garifons,  and  numt^ 
ber  of  its  inhabitants ;  but,  not  finding  himfelf  iri  a  condi^i 
tion  to  attempt  it  with  the  fmall  force  he  had,  he  failed  back( 
to  Limijfo^  with  an  intent  to  go  thence  to  Romey  and  acquaint 
the  pope  with  his  defign  on  that  iHand,  and  to  procure  by, 
his  means  fome  frefh  ailiftance  from  the  European  princes ; 
frevfnted  but,  whilft  he  was  preparing  for  that  voyage,  he  was  feized 
hj  death,    ^ith  a  lingering  difeafe,  which  put  an  end  to  his  projeft 
*3°^'     and  to  his  life,  on  the  12th  year  of  his  grand  maflerfhip; 
fo  that  he  lived  to  fee  the  dreadful  cataftrophe  and  final  dc- 
ftruftion  of  the  knights  templars ". 
24.  Foulk     He  was  fucceeded  by  his  brother  Foulk  de  Villaret,  who^ 
^e  Villa-  being  well  acquainted  with  all  his  defigns,  and  the  plan  be 
ret.  had  laid  for  facilitating  fo  noble  a  proje«5t,  and  a  perfonof 

no  lefs  courage  and  conduft  for  executing  of  it,  was  the 
Sails  into   fitteft  to  fupply  his  place.     He  failed  accordingly  from  Zi- 
France,     mij/o,  accompanied  by  a  great  number  of  his  knights,  who 
were  no  lefs  tired  than  he  with  the  frequent  infults  of  the 
Confers      Cyprian  monarch,  in  the  gallies  of  the  order,  to  go  and  con* 
wi/A  the    fcr  with  the  pope  and  French  king,  both  then  in  the  city  d 
pope  and    Poitiers^  to  examine  the  cafe  of  the  knights  templars,  and 
French      ^^  propofe  to  the  then  matter  of  them,  who  was  there  likc- 
''^'         wife,  the  uniting  of  the  two  orders  under  one  chief  or  grand 
mafter.     To  this  he  anfwered,  that  the  fame  propofal  hav- 
ing been  formerly  made  at  the  council  of  Lyons ^  under  Gre» 
gory  IX.    was  fet    afide  upon  feveral  invincible   obftaclcs 
which  were  urged  again  ft  it,  and,  amongft  the  reft,  that  the 
monarchs  of  Spain,  who  were  at  perpetual  war  with  the 
Moors  J  and  derived  their  chief  ftrength  from  the  military  or- 
.  ders  eftabliftied  in  their  own  dominions,  would  never  permit 
that  the  Spani/h  knights,  who  were  folely  dependent  on  him, 
Ihould  become  fubjeft  to  any  authority  but  his  own  :  and, 
2dly,  that  it  would  be  highly  unreafonable,  and  even  dan- 
gerous, to  oblige  that  military  order  to  obferve  the  fevcre 
difcipline  of  the  templars,  with  regard  to  their  religious  ob- 
ligations  and  vows,  which  they  had  no  proper  call,  nbij 
grace  given,  to  obferve  ;  fo  that  fuch  an  union  would  rath^ 
be  a  diflervice  than  a  means  of  recovering  the  Holy  Lam 
>v.hich  was  what  the  Chriftian  powers  had  moft  at  heart, 

n  Au6l.  fapra  citat. 

9sA 


7-  The  Hiftory  of  Maltha.  59 

dleemed  the  moll  meritorious  aflion  they  could  contri- 
to,  or  exert  themrelves  in  **. 
Upon  the  whole,  the  projeft  was  fet  afide,  and  that  of  Hisfr^eS 
\  grand  xd2&xi  Villaret  approved  of,  exchanging  the  ifle  «//«««>? 
Cyprus,  where  they  were  expofcd  to  the  attacks  of  the  ^*  Rhodes 
ac^ns  from  without,  and  to  the  infults  and  extortions  of  ^tt^^*** 
Ae  king  from  within,  for  that  of  Rhodes,  where  they  would 
le  able  to  fortify  themfelves  agaiuft  the  one,  and  be  near  at 
faod  to  attempt  the  recovery  of  PaUJilne,  whenever  a  fair 
opportunity  ofiered.     But  as  the  conqueflof  that  ifland  wad  J  crufaJg 
an  enterprife  above  their,  prefent  ftrength,  a  ftefh  crufade  frockimd. 
was  propofed  and  agreed  to,  to  afTift  them  with  a  fufficient 
ibrcc  to  efFeft  it,  without  difcoverihg  however  the  particu- 
lar defign  of  it,  which  it  was  their  intereft  to  conceal  with 
all  poiTible  fecrecy.     The  pope's  bull  for  it.  granted  fuch 
plenary  indulgences,  and  other  confiderable  privileges,  to 
thofe  that  fhould  engage  in  or  contribute  towards  it,  that 
volunteers  came  in  fhoals  from  all  parts  of  Europe,  efpecially 
from  Germany,  to  inlift  themfelves ;  and  the  very  women 
readily  parted  with  their  jewels  to  contribute  towards  the 
cxpences  of^it ;  fo  that  the  vaft  fums  which  were  coUefted 
quickly  enabled  them  to  procure  arms  and  ammunition,  and 
vcflcls  to  carry  over  a  great  army,  fo  great,  we  are  told  **, 
fhat,  for  want  of  a  fufficient' number  of  tranfport  (hips,  and 
to  prevent  the  too  great  confufion  it  might  caufe,  the  grand 
mafter  and  his  knights  contented  themfelves  with  fingling 
out  the  Aouteft  and  bed  accoutred  ;  and,  taking  leave  of  the  Sails  baek 
pontif,  failed  with  them  for  the  ifland  of  Cyprus,  where  luith  bis 
they  arrived  fafe,  and  without  coming  near  that  of  Rhodes,  ft^^^  ^^ 
\o  avoid  raifing  any  fufpicion.     Here  he  ftayed  no  longer  Cyprus^ 
than  till  he  could  get  his  knights,  and  all  the  arms  and  cf- 
fefb  of  the  order  on  board,  and  then  fet  fail  again  on  his 
intended  expedition. 

Upon  the  ungenerous  refufal  which  the  emperor  j^ndro-  Hgfiifg^ 
nicus,  who  mortally  hated  the  Latins,  made  him  of  the  in-  ^f^g  iu'vej" 
veftiture  of  Rhodes,  though  he  had  hardly  any  thing  left  in  titure  of 
it  but  a  caftle,  and  fome  (hadow  of  authority,  the  grand  Rhodes* 
mafter,  who  eafily  forefaw  the  iffuc  of  this  negotiation,  in- 
ftead  of  ftaying  longer  at  Macry,  where  he  only  flopped  to 
take  in  frefh   water,    failed  direftly  for   that   ifland,  and 

Spickly  landed  his  forces,  provifions,  and  warlike  (lores,  in  Lands  en 
jMte  of  the  oppofition  which  xht  Greeks  and  Saracens,  who  tbeiJUmdf 
tiien  inhabfted  it,  could  make  againft  them ;  fo  greatly  were  ' 
they  fallen,  by  this  time,  from  the  valour  and  noble  fpirit 

*  Bosio^  k  al.  fup.  citat.  ?  lid.  ibid. 
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for  which  they  had  been  fo  juAIy  famed  in  former  days  *; 
Not  that  they  immediately  fubmitted  to  the  invaders  witboui 
refiftaace,  for  there  was  fcarcely  a  day  in  which  they  di<i 
not  make  fome  effort  to  drive  them  out,  efpecially  as  the  eta* 
peror  Jndronicus  fnpplied  them  with  freih  forces,  in  hopes 
that  the  ifland  ^^ould  eafily  fubmit  to  him  as  foon  as  the  La» 
tins  were  dedroyed  out  of  it ;  and  this  conteft  laded  neai 
four  years,  though  authors  have  given  us  few  or  no  parti- 
culars of  it,  except  what  relates  to  die  taking  of  its  capital, 
without  which  the  grand  mailer  clearly  forefaw  the  illaiK] 
would  hardly  be  fubdued. 
La^sjiige  The  fiege  was  aftually  carried  on  with  furprifing  bra- 
totbica^  very,  the  knights  emuloufly  running  themfelves  into  the 
fitaL  greatefl  dangers  to  haften  its  redufllon ;  but  as  the  befiegers 
made  a  no  lefs  vigorous  defence,  he  thought  it  expedient  to 
turn  it  into  a  blockade ;  in  which  however  he  quickly  found 
hlmfelf  fo  clofely  furrounded  by  the  Greeks  and  Saracens^ 
that  he  could  get  no  fupply  of  either  forage  or  proviiioos 
for  his  army. 

Having  at  length  obtained  a  fupply  of  frelh  provifions  by 
means  of  fome  large  funis  which  he  borrowed  from  the  Fh* 
rentineSf  and  fufficiently  refrefhed  his  own  men,  he  came  out 
of  his  trenches,  and  attacked  the  Saracens,  with  a  full  rdb- 
lufion  either  to  conquer  or  die.     A  bloody  fight  enfued,  in 
;which  he  loft  a  great  number  of  his  braveft  knights,  whilft 
the  inhabitants  fought  againft  them  with  the  utmoft  fury. 
Repels  the  as  ag^nft  invaders  of  their  lands,  families,  and  liberty»     At 
Sairacens.  length  the  Saracens  gave  way,  and  abandoned  the  field  o£ 
battle^  to  gain  ^heir  ibips,  whence  they  went  and  fpread  tho 
news  of  their  defeat  among  the  iflands  of  t}\^  Archipelago. 
The  fiege  was  immediately  after  renewed  with  frefti  vigour; 
^e  aflault  given,  through  a  thick  voUey  of  arrows,  and  other 
mii&ve  weapons,  from  the  ramparts,  and  the  ftandards  of  th^ 
n t^'iS    £«  order  quickly  after  dLfplayed  upon  themi.     The  Creeks^  and 
^™*^^  other  Chriftians,  that  were  found  in  the  place,  had  their 
^l/^  >      YiYts  and  Kberties  given  them,  but  the  Saracens  were  all  cut 
fttd  the      in  pieces.     The  taking  of  the  city  was  followed  by  that  of 
pffeffionef^i^  caftle  of  Lindoy  fituate  on  the  eaftern  coafts  of  the  ifland, 
the  ifland.  ^Q2X  which  are  two  convenient  bays,  efpecially  that  which 
ftill  retains  its  ancient  name  of  the  Bay  rf  Serpents.    Other 
fortifications,  and  at  length  that  whole  ifland,  gradually  un* 
derwent  the  fame  fortune  ;  fo  that  they  got  full  pofleiCon  of 
It  in  lefs  than  four  years  time.    In  memory  of  this  fignal 
tranfaftion,  fo  glorious  and  advantageous  to  the  order,  and 

5  See  fync,  Hift.  volt  viii,  p.  165,  tc  fe^. 


to  ail  Chriflcndom,  they  took,  and  retained  as  l6ng  as  they  7*#»«wr 
fcgt  poflefEon  of  the  ifland,  the  name  of  knights  of  Rhodes,  ^f  Rhodi- 
iad  it  is  by  that  nathe  that  we  muft  diftinguifli  them  thro*  ans/^inf 
fc  foUowing  feflion «.  kJL. 

>  Bosio,    Marmol,  Afric.  I.  ii.  fub  ail.  13917.    Baudoin, 
I  fiiftoirc  des  Cheval.  de  Jerafal.  1.  iii.  c.  2»  &  leq«    Vertot, 
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fbi  Hificry  of  the  Kmgbts  of  Rhodes,  from  tbtit 
firfi  SeUlement  on  that  Iflandj  to  their  being  Sf 
pofftffed  of  it  by  Soliman,  Emperor  of  the  Ttwks. 

'TpHIS  famous  ifland  having  been  fully  defcribed  in  oxiv  jfland^f 
*-    AnticDtJHiftory  «,  with  refpeft  to  its  fituation,  extent,  Rhodes. 
(£mate,  foil,  produft,  ir.  we  Ihall  not  trouble  our  readers 
any  farther  about  it  here,  except  where  it  hath  fince  received 
any  confiderable  improvement  either  in  its  fortifications, 
navy,  or  commerce,  fince  it  became  fubjcd  to  thefe  new 
mailers.     But  as  the  reduction  of  it  by  them  was  followed 
by  that  of  eight  or  nine  more  of  a  fmaller  fize  and  import- 
ance, formerly  called  Rhodian  iftands,  but  moft  of  them  mere 
barren  rocks, we  (hall  juft  give  a  fhort  account  of  thofe  which 
proved  the  moft  ufeful  to  the  order  in  the  fequel,  and  barely  > 
mendon  what  is  found  moft  remarkable  in  them,  before  we 
refbme  the  thread  of  our  hiftory.     Thefe  are  known  by  the  ^^'w 
tames  of,  i.  Nlfara^  anciently  Nifyros\  2.  Lero\  3.  ^^'^fn^^'^ 
lam;  4.  Epi/copia;  5.  Colchis  deSimia;  6.  Ttlo;    and,  jZ-^^T^. 
Or,  alias  Lan^o.  -^^'■'^'• 

N I  s  A  R  A  IS  diftant  from  that  of  Cos  laft-named  about  Ni&ra. 
two  leagues,  and'  about  the  fame  diftance  which  it  is  from 
the  continent  of  Carta.  It  had  formerly  a  temple  dedicated' 
to  Neptune^  fome  hot  baths,  and  a  good  haven  ;  and,  upon 
its  furrender,  was  now  given  in  fief  by  the  grand  mafter  to 
John  and  Bonavil  Affaliers,  two  brothers,  who  had  (igna- 
lized  tfaemfelves  at  the  fiege  of  Rhodes,  upon  condition  they 
IhoaM  forthwith  build  a  new  galley  of  25  oars,  man  and 
equip  it  at  their  own  charge,  and  go  on  board  it  themfelves 
when  and  where-ever  the  grand  mafter  (hould  order  them. 

Lero  is  about  18  miles  in  compafs,  yet  is  one  conti-  Lero. 
nned  rock,  on  the  fummit  of  which  was  a  caftle,  which  de- 
fended the  harbour  from  the  plundering  corfairs. 

'  ■  Vol.  viii.  p.  157,  &  feq. 
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That  of  Calamo^  though  Aill  much  larger,  being 
forty  miles  ia  circumference,  is  Ilkewife  a  mere  contia 
barren  rock ;  yet  did  the  knights  find  in  it  the  ruins  of 
confiderable  city,  whofe  inhaoitants  probably  fubfifled 
their  commerce,  the  foil  being  altogether  dry  and  b 
Thofe  of  Epifcopia  and   Tilo  are  Aill  more  inconflderal 
That  of  Chdce  or  Colchis  de  Shnta  hath  little  remarkable 
it,  except  that  it  produces  fome  good  wines,  and  breeds 
a  vaft  number  of  goats.    The  inhabitants  are  famous 
having  a  fort  of  fmall  light- frigates,  which  fail  and 
with  fuch  prodigious  fwittnefs,  that  no  fhip  can  ovi 
'  them.     This  ifland  was  likewife  famous  for  breeding  a 
cellent  fwinuners  and  divers,  who  dived  for  fponge ; 
there  was  a  law  among  them,  that  none  fhould  be  per! 
ted  to  marry  till  they  could  dive  20  fathom  deep.     On 
fummit  of  this  iiland  the  grand  mailer  ordered  a  very ' 
tower  to  be  erefted,  from  the  top  of  which  one  couU 
great  way  any  vellel  that  appeared  at  fea,  of  which 
were  to  give  notice  to  the  order,  either  by  their  bca 
or  by  difpatching  one  of  their  fwift  frigates  to  Rhodes. 
the  moft  confiderable  of  all  is  that  of  Cos  or  Lango^  wl 
is  near  four  miles  long  and  about  two  in  breadth,  and 
over  famed  for  being  the  native  place  of  the  great  H\ 
crates  and  Apelles.     Its  foil  is  fertile,  and  produces 
variety  of  fruit.     The  knights  found  in  it  a  fmall  city 
town,  fltuate  by  the  fea-fide,  at  the  bottom  of  a  large 
and  at  the  foot  of  a  high  mountain.    The  haven  was 
commodious  and  wide,  but  the  mouth  of  it  hath  been  fci 
time  ago  fo  choaked  up  with  the  fand  thrown  into  it  by 
waves,  that/ione  but  fmall  veilels  can  fail  into  it, 
thofe  of  a  larger  bulk  are  obliged  to  ride  in  the  road 
it,  which  hath  a  good  bottom  and  anchorage. 

Ok  this  ifland  the  grand  maAer'  ordered  a  flout  caAI 
be  built,  with  ilrong  towers  and  other  bulwarks,  and  1 
under  the  government  of  one  of  the  knights,  who  laid 
foundation  for  a  commerce  in  the  ifland  :  this  becami 
confidcr^iblc  under  his  fucceflbrs,  that  the  town   b 
make  4  great  figure,  and  the  ifland  was  looked  upon 
fecond  Rhodes  ;  infomuch  that  it  was  raifed  to  the  digni 
a  bifhop's  fee  under  that  of  Rhodes^  and  erefted  into  01 
the  bailiwicks  of  the  order  ^.    ' 

Whilst  the  grand  mailer  was  receiving  the  homagCj 
cflablifhlng  his  authority,  in  the  feveral  iflaads  above 


H^ 


^  Tc  his,  vid.  int.  alios,  Virtot,  torn.  ii. 
vid.  &  Bosio,  Mecisjbr^&  ai..  fupr 
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|k>Ded,  the  fortifications  of  the  capital  were  rep^iired  aod  FortfcM^ 
imprbved  according  to  his  order ;  fo  that  at  his  return  he  tions  of 
£uled  with  his  gallies  into  the  harbour  with  great  pomp,  Rhodes 
amidft  the  (bouts  and  acclamations  of  his  order.  He  had  not  ^^^^^^ 
long  enjoyed  the  fruits  of  this  new  coaqueft,  before  the  Sa-* 
racenSf  who  efcaped  from  the  fword  of  his  troops,  by  re- 
gaining their  {hips,  raifed  up  a  potent  enemy  againA  him.  * 
It  wtLS  Ofihin,  alias  Othman^  of  tiie  racef  of  foltans  of  that  Othnaa 
name,  who  then  reigned  in  Bithynia ;  and,  whether  to  re-  dffeated 
vcnge  the  blood  of  the  flain  Saracens ,  or  out  of  diflike  oi^^f^reU^ 
having  fo  warlike  and  enterpriiing  an  order  fo  near  his  own  '^^^ff^^M 
dominions,  refolved  at  any  rate  to  drive  them  out  of  that  ^* 
ifland.     After  the  feveral  conqueils  he  had  by  this  time 
inade  in  Lycia^  Caria^  and  other  parts  of  the  Greek  empire, 
be  bent  his  whole  naval  flrength  againft  this  place  ;  and 
jaade  fuch  difpatch  in  his  preparations,  that  he  was  able  to 
lay  iiege  to  that  capital  before  the  walls  and  other  fortifica- 
tions of  it  were  fully  repaired.    His  fieet  was  numerous, ,  his 
troops  were  flout  and  warlike,  and  accuftomed  to  conquer 
under  his  banners;  yet  did  his, good  fortune  fail  him  in 
this  attempt.     The  intrepid  valour  of  the  Rhodian  knights 
proved  fuch  an  effe^ual  bulwark  againfl  all  his  efforts,  that 
he  was  forced  to  raife  the  fiege,  and  to  retire  with  a  great 
Jots  of  his  men ;  which  he  had  no  fooner  done,  than  the 
grand  mafler  ordered  the  walls  to  be  flrongly  terraced,  and 
new  out-works  to  be  added  to  the  old,  to  fecure  that  capital 
from  future  attempts.  , 

His  next  care  was  to  open  fuch  a  commerce  with  it  as  The  evir^ 
might  render  it  no  lefs  rich  and  flourifhing  than  ftrong.  To  "^^^^^  rf^* 
this  end  he  invited  all  that  had,  retired  into  difierent  parts  ^^f^^^^ 
oi  Greece  to  come  and  fettle  there  ;  which  they  did  quickly 
in  vafl  multitudes.     He  alfo  made  the  port  of  Rhodes  a  free 
one  to  all  nations,  which,  drew  likewife  a  yaft  concourfe  of 
merchants  thither ;  infomuch  that  that  city  gradually  arofe  Beeomet  m 
to  fuch  a  degree  of  opulence,  as  to  become  one  of  the  mod  ^noftfom^ 
fiourifhing  in  all  JJia^  as  well  as  one  of  the  moft  fecure  and  ^'/^,"£ 
commodious  havens  for  all  the  crufades  that  came  from  Eu-^^^* 
rope^  to  the  great  joy  and  fatisfaftion  of  all  the  Chriftian 
crowned  heads,  and  the  fingular  honour  of  the  knights  ho- 
fpitallers,  who,  by  the  taking  of  this  important  iiland,  gave  . 
the  world  a  proof,  that,  in  the  lofs  oith^Holy  Land,  they  had 
never  refigned  their  hopes  and  defire  of  recovering  it  again  : 
in  which  they  fliewed  themfelves  much  fuperior  in  zeal  and 
bravery  to  their  rivals  the  templars,  who  fo  readily  aban- 
doned tho^  holy  places  to  the  fury  and  tyranny  of  the  ene- 
mies of  Chriilendom,  to  indulge  themfelves  in  eafe  and  In- 

xufy 
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xury,  and  a  life  quite  oppoiite  to  their  towSi  and  ihe  defign 
of  their  inftitution.     This  was,  at  leaft,  the  general  outcry 
againft  them^  whether  defervedly  or  no,  all  over  Europe^  bot 
more  efpecially  at  the  courts  of  France  and  Rwu,  and  what 
haftened  their  ruin  and  total  extinftion,  as  well  as  the  be« 
flowing  of  all  their  lands  and  revenues  on  the  knights  of 
Rhodes, 
Xjalleman      They  appointed  Robert  Lalleman,  of  the  Black  Cq/ile,  a. 
made  w-   perfon  of  known  prudence  and  integrityi  and  who  had  heea 
Jitor^of  Mfofc  fome  time  great  commander  of  the  order,  their  attorney- 
^^ij^^'*  general,  with  a  competent  number  of  other  knights  his  co* 
V  *^"^P*'adjutors,  and  fcnt  them  ynAi  full  power  to  take  pofleffion  of 
all  thofe  eftates,  and  to  give  proper  difcharges  for  them. 
The  fsdd  Lalkman  was  like  wife  appointed,  by  the  fame  chap- 
ter, general  vifitor,  inquifitor,  adminiftrator,  fteward,  and 
reformer  of  the  order  on  this  fide  of  the  fea,  and  ordered 
to  make  a  thorough  reformation  of  all  the  abufes  which  had 
crept  in,  during  the  late  troubiefome  times,  with  regard  to 
the  application  of  the  revenues  (tf  every  priory,  d^r.  or  in  any 
other  inftance ;  with  full  power  to  judge  and  condemn  all 
delinquents  qf  what  rank  and  quality  foever,  to  deprive  them 
of  thdr  refpe£Hve  dignities  and  trufts,  and  nominate  others 
in  their  place.    He  was  Bioreover  impowered  to  admit  fit 
and  worthy  perfoas  into  the  order,  and  to  inveft  them  with 
the  proper  habit  and  other  iniignia  of  it.     This  commiflion 
is  dated  OBober  ^7,  1312  ;  and  was  the  more  politically 
concerted,  as  the  execution  of  it  would  at  once  filence  the  < 
complaints  which  had  been  made  againft  their  order,  with 
regard  to  thofe  abufes,  at  the  council  of  Vienna^  by  the 
creatures  of  the  French  king,  who  wanted  to  feize  on  tba 
beft  part  of  the  eftates  of  the  templars  ;  and  as  it  would  pre- 
vent pope  Boniface^  who  had  engaged  to  become  himfi^ 
their  vifitor  and  reformer,  and  to  fee  all  fuch  abufes  rectified, 
from  nominating  fome  of  his  own  creatures  to  that  office. 
However  that  be,  LaJleman  and  his  coadjutors  found  the 
greatefl:  difficulty,  when  they  came  into  Europe,  to  get  thofe 
eftates  out  of  the  hands  of  the  tenacious  adminiftrators  ;  and 
it  was  not  accompliflied  till  after  a  good  number  of  years, 
Edw.  IL  and  much  trouble  and  fatigue.     It  proved,  however,  quite 
j/'Eng-     otherwife  in  England,  where  Edward  II.  not  only  publifhed 
land  r#-     an  exprefs  order  to  his  officers  to  put  the  faid  Lalleman,  and 
M^^J^fi  other  commiffioners,  in  pofleffion  of  all  the  lands  which 
i»^M  ae-  ^Y^  templars  held  in  his  dominions,  but  likewife  fent  letters, 
mn  on$.     ^^  j^^  barons,  to  haften  the  execution  of  his  orders,  and  to 
ufe  their  utmoft  power  and  authority  in  protefting  thofe 
commiiTaries ;  and  not  only  to  fee.  the  lands  themfdvcs,  but 

I  even 
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even  the  produce  of  them,  fuch  as  corn^  frUlts,  drr.  to  ht 
delivered  unto  them.  The  original  of  both  thefe  letters  are 
prefored  in  the  T^oimI^  to  this  day,  which  (hew,  that  this 
|»incc  was  above  following  the  example  of  other  crowned 
heads,  in  appropriating  any  of  them  to  his  own  nfe,  in  pre- 
judice of  that  order*. 

We  obferved,  that  the  fuccefs  Which  the  young  knights  Iicnn^, 
had  in  their  cruifes  at  fea  had  indrodiiced  fuch  luxury  and  &c.  intr^ 
itmifliiefs,  that  the  grand  mafterwas^  forced  to  have  (omt^^^h 
ftamtes  made  againJft  it.    'this  abufe  was  by  this  tunc  rtthcr  Villarct  1 
increafed  than  lefletied,  not  only  by  the  additional  augmedt- 
adon  of  their  revenue,  but,  what  was  flill  more  furprlfing^ 
by  the  example  of  VUlaret  himielf,  who(e  carriage,  from 
an  able  and  phudent  geuenll,  was  fo  ftrangely  altered  iince  his 
late  conqueft  of  the  illand,  and  his  other  luccefles,  that  he  was 
fonk  into  the  follies  of  the  younger  ibrt,  and  become  defpi-^ 
cable  to  all  the  ancients,  oti  account  of  his.new  and  extra- 
vagant way  of  living.    His  perfon  vras  always  furfounded 
trith  a  vaft  attendance,  and  crowds  of  fawning  parafites  ;  his 
table  ferved  with  moil  exqUififee  and  far-fetoied  daindes. 
de  befto^d  the  vacant  commands  on  his  worthlefs  favourites^ 
In  prejudice  of  thofe,  who,  by  theif  fcniority  and  merit,  were 
much  better  intided  to  th^m;  and  fhut  up  all  avenues  tO 
mnodfh'ances  or  complaints,  denying  them  accefs  to  his  pre- 
fence  ;  or,  if  he  vouchfafed  audience  to  any,  it  was  with  the 
moft  dircouraging  haughtlnefs.   He  even  retrenched  the  ufual 
allowance  of  the  houfe,  and  other  neceflarjes  to  the  knights^ 
ferving-brothers,  and  domeftics,  yet  ran  the  houfe  deeply  in 
debt ;  for  thefc,  and  fuch  other  defpotic  irregularities,  he 
^yas  firft  fummoned  to  appear  before  the  chapter,  which  he 
difdainfully  refufed  to  cQrtiply  with,   fo  that  they  came  at  w^  is  </*•• 
length  to  a  refoludon  to  depofe  hirti,  P^fi^* 

The  malecontents  had  at  their  head  Maurice  de  Pagnac, 
a  ftrift  but  four  obferver  of  the  religious  difciplincj  who,  un- 
der pretence  of  freeing  their  order  from  fuch  an  arbitrary 
pernor,  found  means  to  get  himfelf  elefted  in  his  place, 
ihcir  next  aim  was  to  feize  on  his  perfon  ;  ariH,  as  that  was 
now  become  in  fome  meafure  inacc^llible,  they  offered  a  very 
conflderable  reward  to  one  of  his  valets  de  chambre,  to  let 
them  into  his  apartment  in  the  dead  of  night  ;  but  he,  in- 
ftead  of  accepting  of  their  offer,  acquainted  his  mafter  with 
what  had  been  refolved  againft  him ;  who,  under  fome  pre-  f/ifs  f9 
tcnce,   withdrew  himfelf  from  the  city,  and  retired  to  the  Lindo« 

*  Vertot,  t.  ii.  1.  iv.  p.  i6i,&  feq.    Walsinc.  inEiw.II. 
p.  99. 

KoD.  Hist.  Vol.  XIX.  E  caftle 


i 


is  "The  Hijhry  of  Makha.  B.  XVIIL 

caftlc  of.  Lwdo^  fituate  on  the  caftcrn  coaft  of  the  iOand, 
which  he  feized  ;  and,  having  fortified  himfelf  ia  it,  fent  to 
fignify  to  the  chapter,  that  he  appealed  to  the  pope  againft 
their  a£l  for  his  depofition,  or  any  other  they  might  pafs 
againft  his  perfon  and  dignity. 

All  thelc  overt-afts  of  tyranny  failed  not  to  turn  the 
hearts  of  the  moft  moderate  againft  him,  and  to  induce  them 
Villarct,  at  laft  to  agree  to  his  depofition.  The  pope,  John  XXIL 
and  Pag-  had  a  full  account  of  all  thefe  tranfaflioi^s  fent  to  him,  who 
hac  bis  immediately  deputed  thither  Bernard  de  Marcze,  prior  of 
Offftpetitor,  ^t.  Cdprtus^  and  Bofoloy  his  own  chaplain,  with  orders  to  make 
fumnoned  -^  ^^^  inquiry  into  them,  to  fufpend  the  two  grand  matters, 
befare  t  e  ^^j  ^^  fummon  them  to  appear  before  him,  whilft  Gerard  de 
r^f^'  pifjs  was  appointed  by  his  holinefs  to  prefide  over  the  order 

tintll  the  matter  was  determined.     They  were  likewife  or- 
ilered  to  feize  on  all  the  money,  jewels,  plate,  6f .  of  f7/fa- 
ret,  and  to  convey  them,  with  an  exaft  inventory  of  the  whole 
amount,  into  the  treafury  of  the  order,  to  be  applied  in  the 
payment  of  the  various  Aims  that  had  been  borrowed  from 
the  bank  of  Florence.    The^  two  grand  matters,  according  to 
the  pope's  order,  fct  fail  for  Avignon  ;  but,  in  their  way  thi- 
ther, Villaret  was  received  with  fuch  marks  of  refpeft,  as 
gave  his  competitor  de  Pagnac  little  hopes  of  getting  the  bet- 
ter of  him.    After  feveral  audiences  which  that^pontif  grant- 
ed to  each  of  them,  and  frequent  hearings  before  thegreateft 
lawyers  and  cardinals,  the  depofition  of  Villaret  was  con- 
Pagnac     demned  as  too  hafty  and  illegal ;  by  which  de  Pagnac  cafily 
mjitb'        forefaw  that  his  own  condemnation  would  be  the  next  flep ; 
draws^ndxo  avoid  the  difgrace  of  which  he  privately  retired  to  Mont- 
^'^*  feller  y  where  he  foon  died  of  a  deep  melancholy,  which  favcd 

the  pope  the  trouble  of  pronouncing  fentence  againft  him. 
Viilaret         ^^  preferve,  however,  his  authority  over  the  order,  he 
reftored's     rcftored  Villaret  to  his  former  dignity,  but  not  without  hav- 
ing previoufly  bound  him  in  private  to  refign  it  agaia  wiihid 
a  year,  upon  condition  that  he  ftiorid  be  inverted  with  one 
of  the  richeft  priories,  where  he  might  live  in  fplendor  and 
Micates    P'^^^X  ^^^  reqjainder  of  his  days.     The  conditions  were  ex* 
and  din,  *  ^^^7  fulfilled  oa  both  fides  ;  Villaret  exchanged  his  grand 
mafterfliip  for  a  good  priory,  and  went  to  fpend  the  remain- 
ing four  years  of  his  life  at  his  fitter's  cattle  of  Teyran  in 
LanguedoCy  and  was  buried  in  the  great  church  of  St,  John  in 
Nontpelier,  where  a  ttately  marble  monument  was  erefted 
to  him,  which  fets  forth  his  great  exploits,  without  men- 
tioning his  abdication  K 

^  Audi.  fup.  citat. 
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We  obfcrtdd  before,  that  the  two  vifitorS,  Whdm  the  Gerard  dc 
pope  had  fent  to  Rhodes ^  had  left  Gerard  de  Pins,  grand  gc-  Pw»  ^- 
neral  of  die  order,  and  an  old  Experienced  warrior;  govtrhorfi^^  ^^'  , 
af  the  ifland  during  the  abfence  of  the  two  mailers.  This  ^*°  ^^f^^ 
gentlemian  faw  himfelf  fbon  after  attacked  by  a  powerful  fleet, 
confiAing  of  eighty  fail  of  pinks,  brigantines,  and  other  vef« 
fels,  well  armed  and  manned  (A),  under  the  command  of  the 
famed  Orcan,  alias  Urchanty  the  fon  otOthmafiy  a  prince  who 
had  fpent  moft  of  his  time  in  the  fidd,  and  had  by  this  time 
fubdued  the  provinces  of  Myfia,  Lycaonia^  Phrygia,  and 
Caria,  the  laft  of  which  was  divided  from  the  ifland  of 
Rhodes  by  a  narrow  chanel.  It  was  the  neighbourhood  of  I3><J 
thefe  that  made  his  father  attempt  the  driving  of  the  knights 
out  of  it,  as  hath  been  hinted  above,  at  an  unlucky  time. 
But  now  the  opportunity  appeared  to  him  altogether  faVour-> 
able,  from  the  reigning  diviilons,  remiflhefs,  and  luxury, 
^hich  had  crept  into  the  order,  the  abfence  of  the  grand 
maAer,  as  well  as  of  the  greateft  part  of  their  gallies,  which 
were  then  either  upon  the  cruife,  or  elfcwhere  employed ;  in- 
fomuch  that  when  news  were  brought  that  the  Othman  fleet 
was  defigned  againft  tTiat  ifland,  Gerard  de  Pins  had  no  more 
than  four  gallies  belonging  to  the  order,  and  about  five  Ge* 
notfe  trading  veflels,  with  fomc  few  pinks  and  brigantines  of 
finaller  fizes.  Thefe,  however,  he  manned  ^ith  foldiers  and 
inhabitants,  and  fet  fall  againft  the  enemy,  who,  though 
vaftly  fuperior  in  number,  yet  being  lefs  accuftomed  to  (ea 
than  land  fights,  were  eafily  defeated  with  confiderable  lofs; 
The  Rhodians  funk  a  great  number  of  their  frigates  and  flat- 
bottomed  veflels,  took  feveral  more,  broiight  away  a  great 
l&umber  of  prifoners,  and  difperfed  the  reft.     He  failed  next 

'   (A)  Some  authors  tell  as  ( I ),  took   the  ftoateft  men   along 

that   this  politic  prince  roan-  with  hiro,  to  affift  him  in  the 

Bed  part  of  his  fleet  with  the  conqaeft  of  this,  as  fobn  as  he 

eld  inhabitants  of  that^iland,  had  defeated  the  fmall  forces  of 

and  made  them  take  their  fa-  the  order,  of  which  he  thought 

milies  with  them,  in  hopes  that  himfelf  fare.  His  politics,  how- 

£hey  would  engajge  the  more  ever,  failed  Kim,  as  well  as  his 

heartily  in  the  recovery  of  their  hopes ;  and  he,  who  had  been 

ancient  lands  and  habitations ;  hitherto  fo  fuccefsful  and  vie- 

hat,  to  that  end,  left  thofe  fa-  torioift  at  land,  had  the  morti- 

inilies  in  the  little  ifland  of  f^/-  fication  to  fee  his    numerous 

Jt9fta  lately  defcribed,  which  fleet  defeated  by  a  much  infe- 

he  made  himfelf  mailer  of  in  rior  force  at  fea  (a). 
his  way  to  that  of  Rhoda^  and 

ff)  Gievan  nildni,  pag.  tiS.  of,  VtrM^  tern,  ii.  Uh%  iv.  f§g*  iSl,  ^ ftp 
(s]  lid,  tbidt  &  al.Jup,  (tut, 
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t9  the  Uknd  of  Epifco^ia^  where  he  put  all  the  dd  Rhodian 
inhftbitanu  mentioned  in  the  laft  note  to  the  fword^  to  pre*, 
vent  their  ever  recovering  their  ancient  habiutions. 
.  t^zy         Whilst  thefe  things  pafled  at  RHodeSy  the  iinights,  who 
w«re  ftiU  at  Avignmi^  being  convoked  by  the  pope,  and  ex- 
horted €0  peace  and  unanimity,  proceeded  ro  the  choice  of  a 
grand  matter  to  fuceeed  ViUareti  who  had  now  abdicated  ac* 
oording  to  his  agreement.    No  man  could  have  a  better  title 
to  it  than  the  brave  Gerard  da  Pinif  who  had  fo  greatly  fig- 
sc.Helio&nsiUz^  himfelf  in  defence  of  their  illand;  yet  the  pontif 
V  de  Ville-   had  fuch  an  influence  on  that  fervile  chapter,  that  the  choice 
neuve       fell  upon  one  of  his  own  creatures,  named  Ilelicn  de  Vith'^ 
elffen       n§yve^  who,  in  gratitude  to  him,  fold  him  fome.  fine  feats 
g^and       and  lands  belongiog  to  the  order,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
^'^^'      Cdhorsy  the  capital  of  ^ercy  in  Fr^nce^  the  pope's  native 
country,  where  he  afterwards  fettled  his  obfcure  nunily,  by 
which  means  he  made  himfelf  ftill  furer  of  his  interHl  and 
proteflion  in  this  his  new  dignity. 
HoUs  tw     He  flayed  above  two  years  at  the  pope^s  oonrt,  during 
ehafitru    which  tioie  he  convened  a  general  chapter  at  the  city  of  MctU^ 
felier^  to  reform  the  abufes  which  had  introduced  themielvea 
into  the  order  during  his  predeceflbr's  government,  particu- 
larly the  remiflneis  Jf  its  difcipline,  the  general  luxury  that 
rdfpied  among  the  gayer  fort,  and,  alx>ve  all,  the  noii-refi- 
denoe  of  the- knights,  vaft  numbers  of  whom  were  difperfied 
through  divers  parts  of  Europe,  and  buried  in  thrir  com- 
manderiea.    To  recall  thefe,   therefore,  to  thehr  principal 
bode  at  Rhodes^  an  aA  was  pafled,  in  which  tbofe  were  de- 
dared  incapable  of  rifing  to  any  of  the  dignides  of  the  order, 
who  did  not  refide  a  certain  nupiber  of  years  in  it,  and  ia 
that  time  did  not  engage  in  fome  martial  expedition  at  fea  or 
land,  for  the  fervice  of  religion,  ifc*    Other  ftatutea  were 
made  in  thb  and  the  fubfequent  years,  to  afcertain  Che  dif- 
ferent privileges  of  every  clafs.    After  having  made  thefe  re- 
gulations, the  grand  mafter  wb  detained  fome  months  longer 
by  a  fit  of  ficknefs,  which  feized  him  jufl  as  he  had  prepared 
^  JUturni  u  every  thing  for  hb  departure,  and  fet  fall  for  his  goverbment 
Khodes.   as  foon  as  he  was  recovered  of  it. 

But  whilft  he  was  employed  in  making  thele  regulations 
for  the  good  of  his  order,  his  abfence  had  made  room  for 
new  ones ;  fo  that  he  found,  upon  his  landing,  almoft  every 
thing  wanted  to  be  reAified.  The  greateft  part  of  the  com- 
manders had  left  the  place  upon  fome  pretence  or  odier  ; 
the  garifons,  for  want  of  bang  duly  paid,  were  grown  fhame- 
fully  thin ;  the  walls,  and  other  out-works,  were  gone  to 
decay ;  and  the  fame  diforders  had  fpreftd  themfelves  in  other 

places 
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places  aoder  his  goveroment ;  fo  that  his  whole  time  and  JtiBifits 
care  were  taken  up  in  repairing  and  ftrengtheniriff  the  fortir  drfirdert 
ficadonsy^aifing  new  forces,  and  augmenting  his  garifons^  tbitt. 
which  he  Qiaiatainedy  it  feems,  during  the  reft  of  his  govern- 
ment, at  his  own  charges  ;  and  the  ifland  was  likewife  be* 
holden  to  him  for  a  uout  bulwark  which  he  caufcd  to  be 
cre£led  at  the  head  of  one  of  the  fuburbs,  out  of  his  own 
privy  purfe.     He  took  the  fame  care  of  the  fmaller  iilands, 
which  he  npw  caufed  to  be  viiited  by  proper  infpeAors,  and 
pnt  under  the  government  of  fuch  of  his  knights  as  he 
thonght  would  contribute  moft  to  their  ftrength  and  welfare ; 
and  who  acquitted  themfelves  accordingly  or  their  commif- 
lipa  with  fuch  faithfulnefs  and  diligence,  that  they  were  all 
quickly  after  put  in  a  good  condition  pf  defence  ;  and  their 
inhabitants  fo  well  employed,  that  there  was  fcarcely  one 
poor  one  left  among  them.     To  all  this  we  may  add,  that  The  ijltmi 
the  great  concourfe  of  knights,  which  his  prefence  and  \3Xfifl9unJb9s 
wholfome   flatutea  brought  into  the  capital,  foon  refumed  agmn^ 
their  maritime  excurfions,,  and  brought  plenty  and  wealth 
into  its  capital,  and  raifed  it  to  its  prifline  fplendor.    They 
moreover  kept  thofe  feas  free  from  corfairs;  and  the  coafts 
of  Cyprus  and  hejjer  Armenia^  which  ufed  to  be  infefted  by 
that  piratical  crew,  were  now  quite  free  from  them.    His 
charity  and  munificence  extended  themfelves  to  the  pooreft 
objeAs,  whether  pilgrims  or  others,  who  were  lodged  and 
provided  for  in  a  fumptuous  hofpital  ere(5led  for  that  purpofe, 
and  had  all  their  wants  both  of  foul  and  body  plentifully 
fbppUed. 

We  conje  now  to  a  more  furprifing  tranfaftion  which  hap-  Goian 
pened  under  this  grand  mafler,  and  which  we  relate  only  on  ^ft^9y^  * 
the  credit  of  fome  fober  authors  *,  though  others  have  made  ^^JX'  ''^ 
BO  fcraple  to  call  it  a  mere  fable ;  the  reader  may  pafs  what  ^^^^ 
jttdgoient  be  pleafes  upon  it ;  bur,  as  it  hath  a  relation  to 
fome  other  parts  of  this  hiftory,  we  cannot  difpenfe  with 
^ving  a  Ihort  account  of  it.     Among  the  many  venomous 
creatures  that  infefted  this  idand,    there  was  a  monflrous 
large  oae  of  an  amphibious  nature,  which  harboured  in  a 
fubterraoeous  cavern  at  the  end  of  a  large  morafs,  and  had 
Quade  dreadful  havock  among  fh^  fmall  and  large  cattle,  and 
even  among  the  neighbouring  inhabitants ;  they  gave  it  the 
name  of  dragon,  but  it  was  more  probably  either  a  crocodile 
or  a  fea-faorte  of  the  firft  magnitude ;  and  feveral  Rhodian 
knights  had  lofl  their  lives  at  different  times  in  endeavouring 
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to  deftroy  it,  fire-arms  oot  being  then  in  ufe,  and  its  flcin 
being  proof  againfl  any  other  weapon  ;  upo^  which  account 
the  grand  mafter  had  exprefly  forbidden  making  any  further 
attempts  againft  it,  under  fevere  penalties.  They  all  readily 
obeyed,  except  a  Pravencc^  knight,  named  Deqddt  de  Gozan^ 
who,  lefs  regardful  of  the  prohibition,  than  pf  the  horrid 
depredations  of  the  monfter,  refolved  at  all  hazards  to  ri4 
the  ifland  of  it. 

That  he  might  atchieve  Jt  the  more  faftly,  he  went  out 
feveral  time^  to  take  a  diftant  view  of  it,  till  the  want  of 
fcales,  which  he  obferved  under  his  belly,  furnKh^d  him  with 
an  effeftual  pUn  for  deftroying  it. 

He  firft  retired  to  his  native  caftl^  of  Gozan^  that  he 
might  purfue  his  projeft  with  greater  fecrecy ;  and  there  got 
gn  effigy  of  the  monlbrous  creature,  made  as  exaA  in  colour, 
^pe,  and  iize,  as  he  could,  in  WQod  and  pafteboard ;   after 
which,  he  fet  about  inftrufting  two  young  maftiiFs  how  to 
attack  him  at  that  tender  part,  whilft  he  did  the  fame  oa 
horfeback  with  his  lance,  apd  in  his  armour.     This  exercifc 
he  continued  feveral  months ;  aft^r  ^yhich  he  failed  back  to 
Rhodes  with  them,  and  two  of  his  domeftics,  and,  without 
(hewing  himfelf  to  any  one,  went  direftly  to  the  place,  and 
attacked  the  furious  beaft,  ordering  his  two  fervants  to  fland 
pn  the  neighbouring  hill,  and,  in  cafe  they  faw  him  fall,  to 
return  home,  but,  if  viftoriou^,  or  unluckily  wounded^  to 
come  to  his  afliftance.     Upon  the  firft  onfet  he  ran  with  fuU 
force  againft  it,  but  found  his  lance  recoil  back,  without 
tnaking  the  leaft  impreffioh  on  its  fkin  ;  but,  whilft  he  was  ' 
preparing  tq  repeat  his  blow,  his  horfe,  afFrJghted  at  its  hiff- 
|ng  and  ilench,  ftarted  fo  fuddenly  back,  th^t  he.'vvould  have, 
thrown  him  down,  had  he  not  as  dextroufly  diCnountec^ 
when,   drawiqg  his  fword,  he  gave  the  /mon(l:er  a  defperat^ 
wound  in  the  fofteft  part  of  the  belly,  out  of  which  qi^ickly 
flowed  a  plentiful  ftream  of  blopd.     His  faithful  docs  np 
fooner  faw  it  than  they  feizcd  on  the  place ;  and  held  it  to  faft, 
that  he  could  not  Ihake  them  off;  upon  which  he  gave  the 
knight  fuch  a  violent  blow  with  his  tail,  as  threw  him  flat  on 
the  ground,  and  laid  his  whole  body  upon  him ;  fo  that  he 
inuft  have  been  inevitably  ftifled  ^yith  his  weight  and  ftench, 
^        had  not  hi^  two  de^meftics  come  immediately  tp  his  afliftance, 
and  difengaged  him  from  his  load.   They  found  him  fo  fpent 
and  breathlefs,  that  they  began  to  think  him  dead  ;  but^ 
Vpon  throwing  fome  water  on  his  fece,  he  opened  his  eyes, 
^nd  glad  was  he  when  the  firft  objeft  that  faluted  him  was 
^he  monfter  cjead  before  him,'  which  had  deftroy^d  fo  m.ai\y 
<}f  his  qrder. 
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The  news  <»f  thfs  exploit  was  no  fooner  known,  than  he  h degraded 
faw  himfelf  farrounded  with  vaft  crouds  of  inhabitants,  and  andimpH^ 
met  by  a  great  namber  of  knights,  who  condufted  him  in  fined  fir 
a  kind  of  triumph  to  the  palace  of  the  grand  mafler  ;  but  '^- 
great  was  his  mortification  here,  when,  inflead  of  applaufe 
and  commendations,  he  received  a  fevere  reprimand,  and  was 
fent  to  prifon  by  him,  without  being  permitted  to  fpeak  for 
tnanfelf,  or  any  one  to  intercede  for  him.  A  council  was 
quickly  called,  in  which  that  fevere  governor  highly  aggra- 
vated his  crime,  and,  with  his  ufual  aufterity  and  Aernnefs, 
iniifted  upon  his  being  punifhed  with  the  utmoft  feverity  for 
his  breach  of  obedience  and  difcipline,  which  he  maintained 
was  of  more  dangerous  confequence  than  all  the  mifchief 
which  that  and  many  more  iuch  monfters  could  do.  At 
length,  with  much  intreaty,  he  was  prevailed  upon  to  con- 
tent himfelf  with  degrading  him,  and  Gozan  was  accordingly 
firipped  of  his  crofs  and  habit,  an  indignity  which  he  efteemed 
Biore  rigorous  than  death.  He  continued  fome  time  under 
this  diigrace;  'Tter  which  Villeneuvey  who  was  of  a  gene-  Is  reflored 
rous  temper,  and  an  admirer  of  valour,  having  aflerted  his  tofin/otir. 
authority  by  that  fevere  example,  readily  yielded  to  have  him 
received  ag^in,  and  likewife  beftowed  many  fignal  favours 
on  him  ;  whilft  the  people,  lefs  fparing  of  their  praifes  than 
he,  paid  him  the  greateft  honours  every-where ;  the  head  of 
the  moofter  was  faftened  on  one  of  the  gates  of  the  city, 
as  a  trophy  of  G^zan*s  victory,  which  was  ftill  to  be  feen 
there  in  Mr.  Tievenot*s  time ;  and  the  knights,  no  lefs  grate- 
ful, fenfible  of  this  fignal  fervice,  readily  chofe  him  their 
grand  mafter  upon  the  demife  of  Villeneuve^  as  we  (hall  fee 
in  the  fequel.  However,  even  in  his  life-time  he  bellowed  fe- 
veral  confiderable  commanderies  upon  him,  and  made  him  his 
lieutenant-general  and  bofom  counfellor ;  rightly  concluding, 
that  a  perfon,  who  had  difplayed  fuch  extraordinary  valour 
and  conduA  for  the  fafety  of  that  illand,  could  not  fall  of 
Slewing  the  fame  againfl  any  of  the  enemies  of  Chrifli- 
amty  ". 

Bt  this  time  the  ifland  was  fo  well  fortified  and  garifoned,  Tbipema^ 
and  the  feas  fo  well  guarded  by  the  Rh^dian  gallies,  that  x}[\Rfulftatt 
Mihammedans  had  not  dared  to  make  any  attempts  againft  it  9f*^*  ^- 
cither  by  fea  or  land,  and  this  by  degrees  introduced  a  ge-  ^'"/'"J- 
ncral  remiflhefs.     The  cruifes  were  neglefted,  becaufe  they  ^^^^^^\ 
could  make  but  few  prizes  ;  many  of  the  knights  left  the  ^^*    ^ 
ifland,  and  returned  to  Europe y  becaufe  they  found  no  further 
opportunities  to  exert  their  martial  fpirit ;  and  many  of  them 

^  Bavdoin,  Davitt,  Vertot,  &  al.  fupra  citat, 
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fieglcfted  to  fend  their  refpe£tive  quotas,  or»  as  they  ^caec 
(tiled,  refponfionsy  under  pretence  that  the  peaceful  calm  the 
idana  enjoyed  made  them  unnecefTary ;  and  the  far  greateft 
part  of  them  eirery-'where  rioted  in  luxury  and  flqth,  at  thQ 
cacpeace  of  the  order,  to  the  great  fcandal  of  thofe  who  had 
been  witneiles  of  the  quite  oppoilte  life«  for  which  their  order 
had  been  fo  jufUy  efieemed* 

Po^E  Benedia  XII.  who  bad  fuccpeded  John  %X\l.  re* 
ceived  frequent  complaints  againft  them,  that  the  beftowing 
df  the  eftates  of  the  templars  had  infefted  them  with  tho 
iame  vices ;  but,  whilft  he  was  taking  the  properefl  means 
to  reduce  them  to  their  ancient  difcipline,  he  was  fuddenly 
taken  off.    His  fucceflbr  Clement  VI.  was  likewife  informed 
of  the  conflderable  damages  which  the  corfairs  of  Africa  ha4 
done  to  the  iilands  of  Cyprus,  Candia^  and  others  of  the 
Archipelago,  whilft  thpfe  who  {hould  have  protected  them 
fbe  pffs  were  indulging  themfelvcs  in  eafe  and  luxury.     That  pontif. 
letter  to    weary  of  the  frequent  co^nplaints  which  he  received  froiBr 
ikf  grand  different  quarters,  wrote  a  very  fevere  letter  to  the  grap4 
w^ifier.      mafter  about  it ;  the  refult  of  which  was,  the  calling  of  ^ 
jjij  com*    general  chapter,  in  which  it  was  refolved,  that  Hx  galUef^ 
fliance      ihpuld  be  fitted  and  manned  accordingly  s^t  th^  port  of 
fi.7/^  it.    Rhodes,  and  maintained  at  the  charges  of  the  order.    Th(ey 
likewife  made  fiiudry  wholfome  regulations  relating  t^  th^ 
drefs,  table,  retinue,  ifc.  of  the  knights;  and  appointee} 
three  grand  viiitors  to  carry  them  to  his  hplinefs,  with  th^ 
humble  requeft  that  he  would  back  them  with  h\s  apoftolical 
authority,  in  order  to  render  them  more  effedlual.   The  popf 
was  highly  fiitisfied  with  their  ready  coiQplian^e,  and  dU*-" 
patched  foon  after  four  of  his  gallies  to  join  with  theirs,  aa4 
other  allies,  In  order  to  drive  the  Turki/b  coriairs  out  of 
Smyrna,  which  was  then  in  their  hands.  We  have  elfewhere 
ihewn  the  fuccefs  of  that  expedition,  in  which  the  Rbodiem 
knights  behaved  with  the  greatefl  bravery.     The  grand  mai^ 
ter  no  fooner  heard  of  thdr  having  gaimed  that  importaot 
place,  than  he  caufed  a  fre(h  fiipply  of  forces,  arms,  aa4 
tijflic      provifions,  to  be  conveyed  to  it.    He  applied  the  (hort  rcf 
nuorhi*      mainder  of  his  days  in  fortifying  the  iflanct  and  the  grafi4 
palace,   whi^h  laft  he  furrouaded  with  flout  walls  ..and 
ftately  towers,  ^nd  other  public  buildings ;  he  likewife  erefbed 
^s  death,  particularly  aftately  church,  richly  endowed;  and  departed 
this  life  on  the  ayth  of  May,  in  the  23d  year  of  his  govern* 
fnent,  to  the  regret  of  the  whole  order,  who  had  giv^n  hm 
th^  epithet  pf  the  happy  grand  mafler  ^. 


A^d.  fo|>ra  citav 
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Hb  «as  &eeeeded,  aa  we  hiated  a  little  higher^  by  Deodat  26.  Deo- 
if  G$zau,  who  ktdy  c^livered  the  ifland  ffom  a  deflruflive  dat  de 
Bonfter.    His  deftion  hring  fomething  fingular,  the  reader  Gozan. 
»ill  BOt  be  dtfplcafed  if  we  give  him  a  fhort  account  of  it.     *34*- 
The  chapter  being  mncfa  divided  about  the  choice  of  a  new 
!  Baifer,  the  more  xel^ouB  part  being  for  one  who  (hould 
,  keep  up  the  ancient  difcipline,  and  die  reft  lefs  folicitous 
iboQt  that  than  about  having  a  martial  captain  who  fhould 
'teme  the  crtiifing  trade,  and  lead  them  to  the  acquifition  of 
veakh  and  honour ;  when  it  came  to  his  turn  to  give  his  vote, 
k  exprefled  himfelf  in  the  following  terms  :  Upon  my  enter-  Nominates 
9g  into  tins  affimkfy^  I  took  ajolemn  oath  not  to  propo/e  any  himfelf  t9 
bugk  hta  fitch  as  1  thought  the  mcfi  worthy  tf  filling  up  that  ^^' ^^^^^ 
v^aat  pi^,  and  the  mtfi  efe^vnate  to  the  general  good  ^^fi^M- 
itbe  orderly  and^  after  having  Jetioufty  confiidered  the  pre*  * 

jBUftate  ef  ChrifleyAnn^  and  the  continual  wars  which  we  ^ 
ere  bound  to  carry  ou  againft  the  in^delsy  the  fieadinefi  and 
t^^^ner  required  toprevent  the  lea^  remijfnefs  in  our  (UfiipHne, 
lio  declare  that  Ida  not  find  any  perfi>n  better  quaked  for 
the  weB  governing  of  our  order  than  tny/elf    He. then  began 
tQ  eoumerate  his  former  exploits,  particularly  that  of  de- 
firc^iog  die  dragon ;  but  infifted  more  efpecially  on  his  be- 
^▼lovr  ever  finoe  the  late  grand  mafter  had  made  him  his 
fieutenant-general ;  and  concluded  with  addreffing  himfelf 
'» the  elcfkors  in  thiefe  words :  Tou  have  already  had  a  proof '^M^^  ^ 
^  my  government,  and  cannot  but  know  what  you  may  ei- '     ^^^ 
4^  from  it  f   lam  therefore per/uadedt^t you  cannot,  with- 
9d  doing  me  an  inju/Hcej  refufe  me  your  votes. 

Om£  may  eaiily  imagine  the  furprife  the  whole  chapter  was 
favhen  they  heard  him  nominate  himfelf;  and  fome  of  them 
coqU  not  forbear  obferving  what  pity  it  was  that  what  he 
kd  feid  ta  fupport  of  his  own  pretenfions  had  not  come 
6001  any  other  mouth  than  his  own  ;  but  the  reflexion  dif- 
pieafed  the  reft,  and,  upon  an  impartial  comparing  his  real 
Bcrit  with  that  of  the  other  candidates,  he  was  elefted  by  ^^  <hofen 
4e  far  greater  majority,  to  the  no  fmall  joy  of  the  Rhodians,  v  f  if*^ 
rto  looked  upon  him  as  a  hero,  and  as  their  deliverer.  ««^^"  > 

It  was  not  long  before  his  credit  and  lingular  prudence 
give  a  new  Dfe  to  the  Chriftian  league  againft  the  Turks, 
and  his  intereft  procured  the  command  of  the  fleet  to  the 
graad  prior  of  Lombardy,  a  knight  of  known  valour  and  ex- 
perience, who  went  foon  after  and  furprifed  that  of  thcTurks,  t)efeais 
Bar  the  (mall  ifland  of  Embro  in  the  Archipelago,  before  the  the  Turks 
enemy  fuppofed  them  to  be  failed  out  of  their  ports,  fo  that  they  atfea. 
*?cre  fcattered  all  over  the  ifland.     We  have  elfewhere  given 
i  ic  account  of  th^t  npbl^  aftion,  where  the  Shodian  admiral 
I  took 
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toolc  about  1 20  of  their  pinks,  brigaatines,  and  fmaller  vei^ 

fels»  put  their  larger  gallies  to  flight,  and  brought  awa]r*| 

above  5000  Jlaves  out  of  that  ifland  9, 

Defeats         This  great  viftory  was  followed  foon  after  by  another,  whidftj 

the  bara-  he  gained  in  l^Jfer  Armema  over  the  Saracens  of  Egypt,  wf 

cen9*         had  made  themfelves  mafters  of  a  great  part  of  the  countiy 

The  king  of  it  had  applied  to  Gozan  for  fome  ailiftance,  w 

looking  upon  him  as  a  Chriftian  prince,  though  a  fchifmai 

.made  no  difficulty  to  equip  a  powerful  fleet,  vdth  a  confi 

derable  body  of  infantry,  which  he  fent  under  the  c 

of  fome  of  his  braveft  knights,  who,  having  joined  the  i 

menian  forces,  immediately  engaged  the  enemy.     Thefij 

was  fierce  and  obfllnate  on  both  ndes  for  fome  time,  the  Si 

racens  not  dreaming  of  any  other  enemy  than  the  Armenians^ 

whom  rhey  had  often  defeated  ;  but,  when  they  came  to 

the  valour  and  bravery  of  the  Khodian  forces,  they  dwindli 

into  mere  cowards  and  runaways.    The  greateft  part  of 

were  flain  in  the  heat  of.  the  aflion,  and  a  great  numbq: 

fugidves  taken  prifoners,  together  with  all  their  ba 

and  the  vigors  di'd  not  leave  the  country  till  they  had  dri 

the  invaders  out  of  all  their  conquefts.  . 

TheChrif'     In  the  mean  while  the  Chriftian  league  bdng  broke  M 

tiankaguiiht  parfimony  of  the  pope,  and  the  war  between  the  Ven^^ 

broke.  ^       tians  and  Genoefe^  that  pontif  fent  the  grand  matter  a  lette^ 

to  perfuade  him  to  accept  of  the  truce  which  the  grand 
ni  grand  nor  offered.     To  which  he  nobly  anfwered,  that  though 
mafiePi     faw  himfelf  abandoned  by  all  his  allies,  yet  the  rules 
anfwer  f  ^^^  of  his  Order  would  not  permit  him  to  enter  into 
thifvpe.     xxt2!C]  with  the  enemies  of  Chriftianity  ;  and  till  it  pleafi 

God  to  raife  him  fome  new  allies,  he  was  determined  at  I 

Bb  Utters  to  ftand  on  the  defenfive.    Having  now  more  leifure  a 

totheprs'  on  bis  hands,  he  fet  about  examining  the  accounts  of 

^''<r>  cvder,  and  wrote  prefling  letters  to  all  the  commanders  ai 

priors,    who  had  been  tardy  in  fending  thdr  rcfj 

quotas  or  refponfions,  to  tranfmit  all  thdr  arrears  witlu 

out  d^Iayf.      Amongft  them  fome  very  remarkable  coa 

were  dire£led  to  the  priors  of  Sweden^  Denmark^  and  Nim 

way^  in  which  he  feverely  reminds  them  of  thdr  breach  oj 

.  faith,  for  having  neglefted  to  fend  their  refpeftive  contn« 

butions  ever  fince  their  lofs  of  the  Hoiy  Land,  though  thq 

could  not  be  ignorant  of  their  prefent  eftablifhment  in  tin 

ide  of  Rhodes,  and  continued  in  a  fhameful  inaAivity  all  thH 

time,  to  the  great  diftionour  of  their  profefGon  j  adding,  thai 

^  60S10,    Baudoin,  &  al.  fup.  citat.  f  Bosio,  ubi 

fyp.  t,  ii,  1.  xviii,  &  al.  fup.  cit^t. 
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(key  did  not  immediately  tranfmit,  writh  their  refpcflive 
"  ,  a  dctachmenf  of  their  youngcft  knights,  they  fhould 
iahim  a  mafter  thatiJcnew  how  to  punifh  their  difobe- 
as  well  as  how  to  treat  thofe  with  the  tendemefs  of 
er,  who  complied  with  their  duty,  and  his  commands '. 
I  h  the  next  year  popt  Clement  WL  who  had  granted  the 
|ir  fome  frefh  privileges  and   immunities,  in  return  for 
'pt  fevours  tbey  had  fliewn  to  his  nephew  the  vlfcount  of 
\fmne,  wrote  him  a  letter  of  thanks,  but  at  the  fame  time 
IpaiDted  him  in  it,  that  the  doge  and  fenate  of  yenice 
^y  complained  of  his  fullering  feveral  of  his  knights  to 
jsgp  in  the  war  between  the  Genoe/e^znd  them,  contrary 
fife  intent  of  their  inftitution,  which  permitted  them  to 
ir  arms  only  againil  the  enemies  of  the  Chriftian  faith.    To  ^^f^''^^ 
^Gozan  replied,  that,  in  an  order  which  confifted  of  fuch  ^^P^P^' 
ilpety  of  nations,  it  was  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  fome  ^•**^*'* 
|ate  perfons  fhould  fhew  a  particular  zeal  for  tbeir  own 
itry,  and  that  he  doubted  not  but  there  were  as  many 
^  on  the  Venetian  as  on  the  Genoefe  fide ;  which,  however, 
tfcid,  was  highly  difapproved  of  by  the  order,  as  well  as  by 
f9^1f,  neither  of  whom  had  taken  any  part  between  thofe 
lb  contending  powers '. 

Accordingly,  when  that  pcmtiPs  fucceflbr,  Innocent VL 
fcc  time  after  earnelUy  exhorted  him  to  engage  in  favour  of 
ktbeiv  PaleohguSj  againft  the  emperor  jfohn  the  fon  of 
pcrtifl/j,  and  even  lent  that  prince  with  the  letter,  ear- 
m  preffing  him  to  affift  him  to  recover  the  crown,  tho* 
toe  pretence  he  had  to  it  with  that  pontif  was,  that  he 
d,  in  cafe  he  w^s  reinthroned,  to  reunite  the  Creek 
Latin  church  ;  an  old  (hift,  which  thofe  princes  made 
[jpf  to  obtain  the  aififtance  of  the  Latins  ;   Cozan  made  R^fufis  ts 
[difficulty  to  refufe  intermeddling  with  their  difference,  aJlfilAzu 
Jnconfiflent  with  his  order  ;  hut,  to  avpid  that  pontif's  J*^^J^  ^*' 
ip&g  him  a  difpcnfation  for  it,  he  wrote  him  word  more-  l^^^^g"** 
|,  that  the  treafury  of  the  order  was  in  a  manner  ex-      *5S*» 
ped  through  the  avarice  of  the  priors  in  Euro^e^  who 
pthc  revenue  into  their  own  coffers,  and  were  upheld 
ftdn  by  their  princes,  efpecially  in  France,  Cqftile^  Jrrar 
%  &c    To  this  he  added,  that  his  extreme  old  age  ren-  Begsha^i 
fd  him  incapable  of  governing  fo  extenfive  aq  order,  and  ofthtfof^ 
kle  his  authority  to  be  lefs  regarded ;  upon  which  ac-  '^  ''^^  • 
■at  he  begged  earncflly  that  his  holinefs  would  permit  him 
iitiiga  It  to  fome  more  able  and  aftive  perfon.     Innocent^ 

^Bosio,  U  alib.     Vpi^TOT,  \^  U.  p.  227,  &  fcq[.        «  lid. 
:  inftead 


i 


76  ne  Hi/ioiy  of  M^th^  B.  X\r( 

hut  is  re"    imftead  of  complying  with  his  requeft^  ^hich  he  tcdd  |j 

fu/ed.         his  own  merit  and  great  ferviccs  to  Ch^ifUanify  wouMl 

permit  him  to  do,  exhorted  him  by  frefh  letters  to  bear  0^ 

ragcoufly  the  bnrdea  of  governmeat,  till  Prortdencc 

FortiJUs     think  fit  to  eafe  him  of  it.     Upon  which  he  refolded  to^ 

Rkodes.    djcate  the  ftiort  remainder  of  his  life  In  fortif^ng  the 

and  ifland  of  Rhodes^  and  cauling  a  convenient  mole  t&. 

built  in  the  latter  for  the  eafe  and  fafety  of  the  gallles.of 

order.     But,  whilft  he  was  thu«  ufefuUy  taken  up,  his  ii 

was  fenfibly  afFefted  both  with  the  pope's  refufal^  and 

more  with  the  decay  of  difcipHne,  which  he  faw  with 

to  augment  every  day,  without  being  able  to  rcixi< 

Kepiotshis  This  made  him  renew  his  requeft  to  the  pontif ;  whi< 

r^utfi^      did  in  fuch  ftrong  terms,  and  backed  with  fuch 

reafous,  that  he  at  length  confented  to  his  abdication. 
But,  whilfl  his  buu  for  it  was  difpatching  at  that 
Gozan,  quite  worn  out  with  old  age,  fatigues,  and  affli^ 
Death,anJ rtCigncd  his  life,  greatly  regretted  by  the,  whole  order, 
much  more  by  the  inhabitants,  who  refpe^ed  him  as 
father  ^nd  deliverer.     He  e:jcpired  on  the  7  th  of  Dea 
in  the  7  th  year  of  his  government ;  his  funeral  oblc 
were  performed  in  a  manner  anfwerable  to  his  merit,  ai 
epitaph  engraven  upon  his  tomb,  with  only  thefe  w< 
ffitafb,     Draconts  extin^or,  or  The  dejlroyer  of  the  dragon  ^. 
27.  Peter       Peter  de  Cornillan,  or  Cormillan,  of  the 
dc  Cor-     county  of  Provence,  fome  fay  of  Dauphine,  a  grave  and| 
nillan;      ftere  perfon,  was  chofen  his  fucceflbr;    who,  immedij 
rtforms      after  his  ele£^ion,  convened  a  general  chapter  at  Rhodes^ 
^u/ts.       reform  fome  grievous  abufes  which  were  crept  in,  partic  ' 
that  of  u/ing  the  grand  mafter*s  feal  without  his  knowh 
order,  in  fealing  orders  and^acquittances,  which  were 
wards  fent  to  the  treafury ;  to  avoid  which  fraud  for  the^ 
ture,  a  ftatute  was  pafled,  that  fuch  orders,  acquittal 
and  other  matters  relating  to  the  finances,  fliould  no 
be  fealed  with  his  feal,  but  with  that  of  the  convent, 
full  council.     Another,  and  no  lefs  prejudicial,  abufe 
mitted  by  thofe  priors,  in  afTuming  the  right  of  nominal 
to  the  commanderies,  to  the  prejudice  of  feniority  and 
rit,  was  likewife  redrefied,  by  retraining  that  pri^ 
Orier$diy  the  grand  mafter  and  his  council.    His  thoughts  were 
thefofeto  ^ver  taken  off  from  this  laudable  and  ufeful  worit,  by  an 
aban^n  ^  ^j-^  no  lefsprepofterous  than  felfi(h,  which  he  received 
Rhodes,     ^j^^  p^p^^  ^^  abandon  Rhodes^  and  to  go  and  fettle 

^  Bosio,  ubi  fup.   Bavdoim,  1,  iii.   0.4.     VfiRTOt,  nl 
f}p.  p.  1341&  feq.  &al.  ubi  fup, 
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order  oa  fome  part  of  Terra  Firman  near  the  Turiijh 
either  oa  the  fide  of  Paliftine  or  Anatdia^  in 
to  prevent  the  fwrksy  who  by  this  time  had  conquered 
of  die  latter,  feized  on  Nicea^  Burfa^  and  Nkomedia^ 
already  pafled  the  Hellejpont^  from  fettling  In  Ne^ 
;  and  tbeoce  penetrating  farther  into  Europe  \  a  wild 
impolitic  projeft  this  !  but  from  which  that  infa- 
pootify  difinayed  at  the  rapidity  of  Otiman*$  conquefts^ 
not  be  diTerted  by  any;reafon8  that  could  be  c^fered 
it.    But  to  pve  it  the  greater  weight  with  the  grand  ^^^'  P^' 
and  chapter^  he  fent  three  of  the  moft  confiderable^i^'^^ 
I  of  the  order  to  them,  with  orders  to  reprefent/^'* 
ibongeft  termsy  the  grievous  complaints  which  had 
flade  to  ban  agaioft  thtir  (hameful  inaAivity  and  le- 
at  a  dme  when  the  Turks  had  ravaged  the  greateft 
of  Greece,  and  were  now  threatening  Ifafy ;  and  to 
them  imflMdiatdy  to  fet  about  tranfplanting  their  fet- 
t  to  fome  country  nearer  the  Nofy  Land  (a  thing,  he 
which  hk  three  immediate  predeceflbrs,  John  XXIL 
II.  and  Clement  II.  had  tried  in  vain  to  move  them 
\iat  the  good  of  Chriflendom),  and  to  alTure  them»  that  andtbreati 
ftfe  they  rehiied  to  comply  with  his  commands,  he  would  *o  him. 
I  &3  of  taking  all  proper  meafures  to  oblige  them  to  it, 
i  beftow  the  immeafe  riches  of  the  tempkrs,  which  fo 
phehUy  lulled  them  in  inadlivity  and  wanton  cafe,  upon  a 
frniGtary  order  that  would  much  better  anfwer  the  end  of 
^  ioAitiition. 
0  this  ievere  and  threatening  meflage  the  grand  mafterAfV  mild 
anfwered,  that  he  could  not  thus  haftily  abandon  Knan/wtr^ 
vhich  had  coft  Ibme  of  the  befl  blood  of  the  order, 
t  the  general  confent  of  his  brethren ;  and  that  he 
fammoa  a  grand  chapter  of  them,  to  confult  about  it  | 
Kthe  poatif,  rightly  judging  that  the  fortifications,  riches, . 
■n,  nary,  ifc.  would  prove  an  invincible  obftacle  to  their 
ifcai,  if  that  chapter  was  held  at  Rhodes^  immediately  or- 
led  it  by  an  exprefs  bull  to  be  held  at  Nifmes )  which 
li  he  told  them,  they  were  to  look  upon  as  an  irrefragable 
Inooy  of  his  will,  however  his  former  orders  might  have 
n  mifiaterpreted  by  iU-de{igning  minds,  that  they  (hould 
^wiih  feek  a  new  fettlement  near  the  frontiers  of  the  in- 
kb.  .  The  refult  was,  that  the  perplexity  into  which  this 
ivaod  pofitive  order  threw  the  grand  mailer,  between  liis 
My  to  his  brethren  and  his  obedience  to  the  pope,  put  a  Dies  9/ 
!ttJy  end  to  his  life,  in  the  i8th  month  after  his  eleftion  *fg^'f* 
twhofe  room  the  chapter  chofe 
I  Roger 

I  3 
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28.  Roger     RoCER  DE  Pins,  alias  dk  Pinibus,  of  the  ton] 

de  Pins ;    Provence^  a  perfon  of  an  illuftrious  family  in  Languedc 

'3SS'    nearly  related  to  Otho  de  PinSy  formerly  grand  maftcr 

order,  and  of  the  famed  Gerard  de  Pins^  who  had 

gained  that  fignal  viftory  over  Or  can  thefon  of  Otfrmm 

ring  the  abfence  of  the  grand  mafter,  of  which  we 

gave  an  account.     The  pope,  however,  as  intent  ti] 

prqjeft  as  ever,  to  prevent  all  delays  and  oppofitiotf  " 

knights,  ordered  the  grand  chapter  to  be  held  at 

ift«»/J/^^^inftead  of  Nifines.    By  good  fortune  fome  hint  was 

fopitvith  jj-^jji  in  the  mean  time,  that  Morea  would  be  a  mticKj 

tbepropo'  convenient  place  for  the  Rhodians  to  fettle  in  than 

^  JmO'^^^^^^^^^^^^  Pflil&ff/«^,  where  it  would  be  imi 

rel**      'for  them  to  defend  themfeives  againft  the  formidable 

of  the  Turks  and  Saracens,    The  pope  immcdiatdy  apj 

the  propofal ;  and  the  knights,  in  order  to  gain  ti 

V  pointed  commiflaries  and  other  officers  to  treat  about  \\ 

Robert  the  tutelar  emperor  of  Conftantmople^  and  Jai 

SoDoyy  prince  of  Piedmont ^  who  both  laid  claim  to 

ninfula.     However,  the  grand  chapter  thought  it  ex| 

at  the  fame  time  to  fupprefs  fome  abufes  loudly  com] 

againft,  and  chiefly  relating  to  the  mifapplication  of 

revenues  of  the  templars  appropriated  to  charitabh 

and  to  order  them  to  be  reftored  to  their  ancient  chs 

order  to  put  a  ftop  to  all  fuch  complaints. 

Complaints     NEITHER  did  this  aflembly  fcruple  to  prefer  i 

made         lefs  grievous  ones  againft  that  pontif,  who  abufed  his 

againft  the  rity  over  them  rather  in  oppreffing  than  protefting 

pontiff       took  upon  him  the  beftowing  fome  of  the  richeft  comi 

ries  and  priories  on  a  favouVite  Arragonian^  named 

to  the  great  prejudice  of  feniority  and  merit.     Upon 

.the  grand  mafter  thought  fit  to  fend  fome  ambaffiid( 

intreat  his  holinefs  to  recall  his  nomination,  and  to  c( 

^  ^^^     the  great  injury  he  did  to  their  order ;  but  they  founj 

mains  in-  inflexible  as  well  as  his  favourite,  whom  they  were  lif 

flexible,     ordered   to  induce,  if  poflible,  to  defift  from  his 

lions  5  inftead  of  which,  his  infolence  carried  him  fo 

to  pocket  up  the  whole  income  of  thofe  priories,  wl 

tranfmitting  any  part  of  his  refponfions  to  the  order. 

have  preferred  frefli  complaints  againft  fuch  a  powerful 

vourite,  would  have  only  difobliged  the  pontif,  whom  it 

their  intereft   to  manage  at  fuch  a  junfture:  however, 

avoid  fo  pernicious  an  example  becoming  a  precedent  in*} 

cefs  of  time,    the  grand  mafter  convened  afrefh  a  gen 

chapter  at  Rhodes^   where  this  nnd  the  like  abufes  ^ 

guar* 
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ded  agaiaft  by  proper  regulations.     Soon  after  wnich  RogerV 
died,  on  the  27th  of  May^  in  the  loth  year  of  his  go-  ^eatb^  and 

XiXy  after  having,  by  his  prudence  and  credit,  dexte-  charity^ 
oily  avoided  the  fatal  blow  which  the  pontif  had  levelled 
the  whole  order,  caufed  all  the  flatutes  of  the  order 
be  tranilated  into  Ltain  and  confirmed  anew,  and  almoft 
oiled  his  private  eftate,  fold  all  his  plate  and  jewels,  and 
|aen  moveables,  to  fupply  the  preiling  wants  of  the  fick  and 
"it  during  the  whde  time  of  a  grievous  peftilence  and 
which  had  raged  through  all  the  eaft,.  for  which  they 
him  the  emphatic  epithet  of  Almoner  >. 
He  was  fucceeded  by  Raymond  Btrenger^  defcended  from  29.Raym. 
illoftrious  family  of  that  name  in  Dauphine,  who  figna-  Berenger; 
llsed  the  beginning  of  his  government  by  the  number  of  ^^^y^' 
Lnlljes  which  he  equipped  againfl  the  Egyptian  corfairs  which  ^^rfi^i^t 
Meftcd  thofe  feas,  and  all  the  coafts  of  the  iiland  of  Cyprus,  '^^^ 
vhere  they  committed  the  moft  dreadful  ravages*     Berenger^ 
;  aot  content  to  deftroy  many  of  them  on  the  open  fea,  ven- 
jtsredeven  to  go,  in  conjundion  with  thofe  of  the  king  of 
l^iw,  and  bum  them  in  the  very  port  of  Alexandria.  The 
^ffetconHfted  of  above  100  fail  of  different  bulks  and  na- 
[tioDs,  moft  of  which  had  been  hired  for  th^t  expedition, 
;  vithoQt  however  communicating  his  defign  to  any  but  pope 
Man  V.  now  raifed   to  that  dignity.     They  accordingly 
iet  iaii  with  this  great  armament,  and  arrived  in  lefs  than 
I  fire  days  at  the  walls  of  that  capital.     They  immediately 
^b^an  to  fcale  them  with  the  moft  obftinate  courage,  and  in 
I  ipte  of  the  ftrenuous  oppofidon  of  a  numerons  garrifon, 
I  which,   with  their  miiBle  weapons,  boiling  oil,  and  other 
|ddlrttfHve  means,  deftroyed  them  almoft  as  faft  as  they 
\  Bounted*     We  have  elfewhere  given  an  account  of  this  fur* 

eog  aftion^  in  which  the  grand  mafter  loft  a  vaft  num- 
<x  his  kni^htis,  and  the  CyprioU  of  their  troops  ;  but 
brought  home  an  immenfe  plunder,  and  a  great  number  of 
HaTcs,  after  having  burnt  that  noble  city,  which  he  could  Bums  A- 
Qot  keep  longer  on  account  of  the  approach  of  the  foltan,  Icxandria. 
who  was  in  full  march  againft  him,  at  the  head  of  a  powerful 
anny. 

His  next  expedition  was  againft  that  of  Tripdy  in  Syria^ 
which  he  lacked  and  plundered  ;  and  on  the  next  year  was 
fcQt,  by  order  of  the  popp,  into  the  ifland  of  Cyprus ^  to 
fuppreis  fome  iuteftine  feuds  which  had  happened  in  that 
iiland,  of  which  commiiEon  he  acquitted  himfclf  with  his 
nfual  prudence  and  fucc^. 

,  '  Bosio,  &  al,  fup.  citat. 
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Birt  GpdH  his  retQin  to  IMoAt  ht  had  the  mprfificatioll 
to  learn,  that  the  order  cbuld  hardly  obtsuQ  Hrj  f^pp^T  fronl 
the  refponfions  in  Europe^  throagh  tfte  avarice  of  the  piiort 
Defirei      iind  commanders  ;  whith  he  took  ib  tnUch  to  heart,  that  ht 
le^e  to     dcfircd  leave  of  the  new  pontif,  Gtegw^f  KL  to  abdioktife  • 
idfdteat^^    but  the  pope,  who  knew  his  merit  too  wd!  t6  cbnTent  to  it^ 
uT^'  found  a  proper  expedient  to  rdieVc  hito  of  his  cap&,  \yf 
^^  '  *     fummoning  a  general  chapter  of  the  order  dt  Avignon^  t% 
confult  of  the  propereft  means  for  r^dreffing  that  grievailb^ 
at  which  he  (hould  however  be  exempted  &oin  affifting  bA 
account  of  his  extreme  old  age,  and  be  only  obliged  to  vtrA 
thither  an  account  of  them,  together  with  fuch  other  ttga- 
ladons  as  he  thought  moft  cotiducive  to  the  rental  of  thbir 
ancient  dlfdpliae.     By  this  taieass  feveril  trholfotne  ftatutei 
'were  enabled  in  that  alKmUy,  pnrfnant  to  the  memorial 
Jhifa       which  Berenger  had  cattfed  to  be  ient  to  them ;  one  of  Whids 
rffomud.   was,  that,  in  ail  future  elections  of  a  grand  mafter^  iiiflead 
of  the  nfual  method  of  taking  the  votes  of  aH  the  kitight^^ 
^ch  tongue  fhould  chufe  two  eleJbord  fh>m  among  tnem* 
felves,  with  refpeft  to  the  fovereign  coundl  of  die  ordte  ; 
Chaptm    it  was  iikewife  refolved,  that  it  ihduld  not  be  looked  MpcoBt 
"when        as  complete,  unlefs  there  were  in  it  eight  convetitnal  batllfi, 
iomfleti.    three  grand  priors,  the  prefident  of  the  inflrttiary,  atid  tt 
leaft  two  knights  of  each  tongue,  With  die  graild  maftef  st 
their  head^  wiio,  as  prefident,  and  in  regard  to  his  dignitj, 
fhould  alone  have  two  votes ;  and  that  this  grand  council^ 
when  thus  complete,  ihould  alone  have  the  difpofal  dE  tli6 
vacant  priories  and  conmianderies  c.    Thefe  ftattltes,  having 
been  approved  by  thepope,  were  trahfmitted  to  the  ^rana 
Berenger  iiiafter,  to  his  no  fmalTratisfaftion ;  which  hbWeVer  he  did 
dks,         not  live  to  fee  the  fruits  of,  but  died  in  the  fanie  year,  after 
1373*    having  govei^ed    the   order  about  eight   yetirs  and   iix 

months  ^. 

o.  Rob.       He  was  fueteeded  by  Robert  de  Juttiac^  or  fully,  grand 

eJulHac;  prior  of  France^  and  then  refidihg  in  his  priory;   who  ho 

refirms  -    fooner  received  the  news  of  his  eleftion,  than  he  went   to 

tf^K/ii.       pay  his  refpeAs  to  the  pope  at  Avignon^  before  hd  embarked 

for  Rhodes.     The  firft  thing  he  did  after  his  arrival,  was,  tb' 

turn  out  all  the  receivers  on  his  fide  of  the  water,  who  had 

Defends     been  tardy  in  their  truft.     He  next  was  obliged  to  take  upod 

Smyrna,    him  the  defence  of  the  caftle  and  lower  town  of  Smyrna^ 

which  had  been  taken  during  the  time  of  the  Chriftian  league, 

""  as  hath  been  hinted  before,  and  which  that  poptif  now 

,  <  Vid.  RoNDiNVL.  Aft.  Ord.  titul.  13.    Vbrtot,  ubi  fup. 
p.  25  S,  &  feq.  ^  lid.  ibid,  k  Aa&.Tupra  citat. 

forced 


I 


^ /C^  The  Hifiary  if  M^ithz.  8r 

fbited  him  to  take  under  hts  proteAlon,  and  as  now  property 
'jbeloDging  to  his  order ;  charging  him,  under  pain  of  ex- 
.  communication,  to  fend  forthwith  a  fuflicient  nnmber  of  his 
isaveft  knights  thither,  with  a  competent  number  of  forces 
and  other  pro^ifions  for  its  defence.  It  is  furprifing  to  read 
with  what  emulous  readinefs  a  great  number  of  the  RMiafi 
injghts  offered  themfeives  to  go  and  defend  that  place,  as 

I  hoa  as  the  grand  mafter,  at  his  arrival^  acquainted  the  chap- 
ter with  the  pope'^  pofitive's  commands,  notwithdanding  the 

[  inuninent  danger  that  attended  it,  and  the  unlikelihood  of  the 
Turkijb  foltan's  fuffering  them  to  remain  long  in  poflei&on 
of  a  place  in  the  heart  of  his  dominions,  and  which  they 

i    had  with  fuch  Angular  valour  wrenched  out  of  his  hands. 
The  very  revcrfe  was  more  to  be  feared  at  this  junfture, 
in  which  Soliman^  the  warlike  fon  of  Orcan,  now  on  the 
.  throne,  had  in  IdTs  than  two  years  made  himfelf  mader  of 

I  the  greateft  part  of  Thrace^  and  of  the  city  of  Adrianoph ; 
and  his  no  lefs  fortunate  fucceilbr  Amurat  had  extended  his 
ccmquefts  ftill  farther,  and  was  at  that  time  at  the  head  of  a 
pwerfnl  armament^  the  weight  of  which,  tho'  none  could 
certainly  know  where  it  would  fall,  yet  feemed  to  threaten 
\xfCa.SmyrnA2XiiL\kit\Qtoi  Rhodes.  The  grand  mailer  failed 
not  to  inform  the  pope  of  all  thefe  preparations,  who  there- 
upon convened  a  chapter  of  the  principal  commanders  of  the 
order,  to  meet  at  Avignon  in  the  month  of  March  following, 
in  which  it  was  refcdved,  that  500  knights,  and  the  fame 
namber  of  efquires^  or  (endng  brethren,  (hould  forthwith 
repair,  the  former  to  Rhodes^  who  were  all  to  be  nominated 

I  by  the  priors,  and  the  latter  to  be  chofen  by  the  knights  fo 
nominated ;  foon  after  which  the  grand  mailer  died;  and  His  death, 
was  fucceeded  by  1375. 

Ferdinand  de  Hbredia,  the  pope's  great  favourite,  gi.Fcrd. 
mentioned  a  little  higher,  and  who  was  then  in  his  govern*  de  Herf - 
meat  of  Avignon^  and  was  eleded  to  that  dignity  rather  on  ^'^  * 
loconnt  of  his  great  intereft  with  the  pope,  of  whdfe  firm  T^f^^^ 
hvoor  and  friendlhip  they  flood  now  more  in  need  than  ever,  ^  ^vf 
than  for  any  afiedion  they  could  have  for  a  man  whofe  am-  ^  ^f^* 
bition  and  avarice  had  done  fo  much  injury  to  the  order. 
They  were  however  agreeably  furprifed  foon  after  to  find 
bim  become,  from  one  of  the  greateft  opprefTors,  one  of 
the  moft  generous  benefactors  to  it.    He  had  been  married 
tmdoe,  in  hopes  to  inherit  his  brother's  eftate,  who  was  of 
one  of  the  noblefl  and  richeft  families  in  Arragm^  but  had  no 
children  by  his  vdfe,  whep  he  was  at  length  difappointed  by 
her  having  two  fons  ;  upon  which,  his  lafl  wife  being  dead, 
he  eafily  got  himfelf  adinitted  into  the  order  by  his  addrefs, 
Moo.HisT.  VoL.XIX.  .  F  and 


it  7te  m/try  fif  MM^  B.XVHX. 

and  bad  attaified  by  degrees  to  the  dignity  of  eafVcHaa  of  the 

Impofts,  one  of  the  hig^eft  and  moll  profitable  oiices,  next  tx^ 

His  gnat  that  of  the  grand  mailer.    Not  content  with  it,  he,  by  his  m- 

/u;«;<w//i&trig!]ing  genius,  gained  fiKh  an  influence  over  his  hoIineQ^ 

tJbe  pope,    that  he  did  hardly  any  thing  without  his  advice,  aad  bad 

raifed  him  to  one  of  the  richdil  priories  ia  Spaing  without  tlii^ 

grand  mnAer's  knowlege,  tliough  it  was  properly  ift  his  aad 

tlie  chapter's  gift.     But  when  he  came  himfetf  to  be  raifed  to 

that  dignity,  his  mind  took  a  quite  different  turn,  and  k  b%-' 

came  his  chief  ambition  and  delight  to  promote  the  inlerw 

and  honour  of  the  order,  as  well  as  to  maintain  tlie  privV^ 

leges  of  his  place  as  grand  maAer,  as  we  ihall  fee  in  tlM^ 

fequel. 

Presides       His  fiFft  care,  after  the  news  of  his  ele^ion  had  reached 

m  nohli      him,  was,  to  provide  bimfelf  with  fuch  a  noble  fleet  ^ 

fiat,         might  at  once  fupport  and  give  lullre  to  his  new  digmtji^ 

Accordingly  he  embarked,  attended  with  nioe  large  galli^ 

and  a  gr^t  number  of  adventui-ers,  whom  he  had  taHen  •  it! 

Jlccnupa-  pay  at  his  own  charge.     He  was  juft  ready  to  iet  fail,  whett; 

luts  the     he  was  obliged,  at  the  earsefl  rojBeft  of  Gregory  XI.  "whU 

pope  to       had  juft  then  focceeded  Urban  V.  in  the  papal  chair,  to  {^^ 

Rome.      pead  his  journey  for  fome  time,  in  order  to  accompany  hitft' 

from  thence  to  Rmu^  whither  he  defioned  to  iail  as  foon  as 

poflible,  not  only  in  hopes  that  his  pretence  would  quell  the 

U'oables  that   then  reigned  ia  Ualy^    but  aUb  to  prevent 

another  pope  being  chcieQ  there,  if  he  tarried  any  l(M)ger  ai^ 

Avignon  e.    He  embarked  accordingly  at  MatfitUts^  \sl  thd 

grand  mailer's  gallics,  who  conimaaded  them  in  perfon*  a&^ 

was  accompanied  by  the  grand  priors  of  St.  Ciies^  Englani^ 

ftnd  Rome 9  and  arrived  f^e  at  Civita  Feccbia^  whesce    * 

,    grand  mafter  accompanied  him  in  great  pomp  to  his  own 

pital,  bearing  himfelf  the  flandard  of  the  order  before  1 

on  borfeback,  ihro*  the  loud  acclamations  of  the  people  \  *' 

Heredia,  ia  haAe  to  return  to  RhoJesy  embarked  fomd, 

after  for  that  iflaad,  whetv  be  was  impatiently  expeAed  hf^ 

Joifis  the  the  whole  convent.     In  his  way  he  met  with  the  FmetiaM; 

Vencti-     fleet  near  the  coafts  of  Morea^  that  rcpubKc  bdog  then  a| 

znf.eet.     ^^^^r  with   the  Turks,  who  had  taken  tlw  city  oi  Pnira9^^ 

famed  for  its  iilk  commerce,  llie  Venetitm  iMlmiral  went  iii«| 

bis  gaily  to  intreat  him  to  aiSf^  him  in  the  recovery  of  Co  imi 

portant  a  place  from  the  harkis  of  thofe  infidels.    The  nN| 

fleets,  being  joined,  firiled  dire^ly  to  it,  where  having  lambA 

.their  forces,  Htr$^  kuttediately  bq^aa  to  Icalo  it  at 

«  Vide  audi.  fcip.  cimt.  *  fiosiA«  BavpoiH^  Vh 
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vhcre  the  walls  had  beep  mod  damaged  ia  the  late 
and  made  himfelf  mafter  of  it  without  any  great  op-  Patras 
rioo,   the  Tariz/i*  governor  having  rcferved, the 'bell  part /airir 
if  his  garrifon  for  the  defence  of  the  caftk.     This  laft,  which  fi-f^  'Ar 
ifts  fitaate  oq  the  higheft  part  of  the  city,  was  likewife  be-  Tuikt  % 
Ug^  iQ  form  with  the  fame  bravery  and  fuccefs.    The 
Turks  made  indeed  a  vigorous  defence  ;    but  this  ferved 
ooiy  to  whet  the  impadence  of  our  knights,  and  much  more 
Aat  of  their  gtand  mafter,  who  no  fooner  faw  a  fufficient 
breach  made  by  his  engines,  than  he  mom^ted  it  the  firft, 
UkxA  vx  hand,   without  minding  whether  any^^of  them 
followed  him ;  and,  having  gained  the  top,  flung  hknfelf 
down^  more  like  a  young  candidate  for  glory  and  prefer- 
ment, thari  like  one  that  was  at  the  fummit  of  both.    Here 
k  was  icnmediately  encountered  by  the  governor,    and  a 
Uoody  (iagle  combat  was  fought  between  them»  in  which 
Sfredia  had  the  goo4  fortune  to  ruQ  his  fword  through  the 
body  of  his  enemy,  and  laid  him  flat  at  his  feet.     In  the  ^^^  '^- 
oean  time  the  reft  of  the  knights  came  pouring  down  to  his  ^^P^h 
affiftance,  immediately  after  which  followed  a  general  Oaugh-  ^l^^-* 
tor  of  the  garifon,  who  were  all  put  to  the  fword «. 

Th^  fuccefs  of  thi$  enterprize  foon  enlarged  the  views  of 
dbe  grand  mafter,  w^ho  now  began  to  propofe  the  conqueft 
of  the  whole  pemnfula.  Corinth  was  the  next  place  that 
iffis  agreed  upon  to  be  attacked,  the  iltuation  and  fortifica- 
titM|s  of  \vbi$:h  be  refolved  to  reconnoitre  in  perfon.  But,  .Heredla 
^^fortuo^tely  fqr  him,  being  unprovided  with  a  fufficieut  t^ken  prh 
doDox,  he  fell  into  an  ambaftx  of  the  Turks,  who  killed  allV^*^- 
|b9  attendants^  9ud  fent  him  prifoner  to  the  foltan,  without 
h^^cRing  that  he  was  more  th^n  a  knight  of  the  order.  The 
d^reeg^aad  priors,  who,  as  we  hinted  above,  accompaQie4 
bim  fypo)  flfar/eiiUs  through  this  whole  expedition,  as  foon 
IS  Ithey  hear^  of  bi$  being  taken,  feat  forthwith  to  f0sr  the 
r^ijBtiitioB  of  P^tr^  for  his  ranfom  ;  but  the  foltan^  whp 
kid  been  informed  who  his  pifoner  was  by  fome  d^erterf, 
t^pStci  th^  jofTq:  with  fcorp  ;  and  fent  them  word,  that  as  1^ 
1195  1191  mafter  of  tjhe  reft  of  Mona,  he  knew  bow  to  f«^ 
cq^er  that  city  in  jleifs  time,  than  they  ^d  /peat  ia  taiuag  it» 
T^?  A)orttfyjog  repnlfe,  joined  to  the  diigracf  of  Imriog 
tfadr  £rau4  n)a£ki  a  priioi;^  in  the  bands  of  mSdffo^jndufi^ 
ttjjvm  to  kni  a  iecand  o^  of  a  conftderabk  C^m^  Mite 
^  fmreader  of  Patr^^s,  for  l?i$  ra^9fi,  an4  ^giffA  tp  10- 
9au»  hpftages  m  k^  ^an4s  til^  thjj^  wa$  p^id.  Mdi  ibougfx 
the  Turks  readily  agreed  to  it,  the  grand  mafter,  thai  olofeif 

-  •  .  .   •'• 
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WisfingU'  confined  in  the  caftlc  of  Corinth ^  no  fooncr  heard  of  it,  thao 

lar  gene-   he  as  generoully  rcjcfted  it :  Leave  me,  my  dear  brethren^ 

rofitj.        faid  he,  in  his  anfwer  to  them,  leave  a  fupcrrannuated  and 

vfelefs  old  man  to  die  in  bonds ^  whiljl  you  who  are  young  aad 

active  rcferve  your/elves  for  the  fervices  of  religion*     At 

length,  when  thofe  who  were  permitted  to.fpeak  to  him  h*d 

tried  in  vain,  by  their  tears  and  intreaties,   to  obtaiot  fa^ 

confcnt,  he  replied,  Iffuch  a  large  fum  muji  be  paid  for  wf 

ranfom,  let  it   not  be  out  of* the  treafury  of  our  order  \  mjf 

family  hath  been  fufficiently  enriched  by  my  means  t a  give  iHf 

that  tejlimony  of  their  gratitude.     One  might  have  expefbo^ 

that  the  Turks ^  fordid  as  they  are,  might  have  lecn  moved 

ClfPh      ^y  ^"^^  ^  fingulor  inflance  of  generofity ;   but  all  the  d&l^ 

C9mf.ned,    it  had  upon  them,  was,  that  they  fent  him  into  a  cIo(er  pfv 

fon  in  Jlbania,  and  condemned  him  to  a  feverer  confioeme&l^, 

where  he  was  kept  above  three  years,  during  which  he  vr$sk 

at  full  leifure  to  make  the  moft  ferious  refledlions  oo  the  ii^ 

ilability  of  human  affairs ''. 

In  the  fame  fatal  year  in  which  he  was  tak^n  prifoner,  <fi^ 

Gregory  XI.  on  the  2d  of  Marchy  whofe  death  was  foUowec 

by  that  dreadful  fchifm  between  Urban  VI.  and  Clement  VH 

of  which  an  account  hath  been  given  in  a  former  volumCi 

and  of  which  we  fhall  only  fay  here,  that  it  caufed  anotba 

In   the  order,  part  holding  for  the  former,  but  indeed  th< 

grand  mafter,  and  the  greateft  part  of  the  knights,   for  A^ 

j^^^^^^/latter ;  but  more  efpecially  after  Heredia  was  returned  froo 

his  captivity,  out  of  which  he  had  been  redeemed  by  thi 

fums  which  his  family  furnifhed  him  with  ;  for  he  then,  a 

'  the  head  of  the  whole  convent,   publicly  declared  for  CU 

went  VII ;  in  revenge  for  which.  Urban,  by  his  own  anthq 

rity,  depofed  him,  and  nominated  one  Richard  Carracciob 

grand  prior  of  Capua^  to  his  dignity ;  fo  that  there   wer 

now  two  grand  maAers  in  the  order,  as  well  as  two  pootif 

in  the  church ;  but,  if  we  except  thofe  of  the  Italian  zxu 

EngU/b  tongues,  and  fome  few  commanders  in  Germany 

all  the  reft  as  fteadily  adhered  to  Heredia  as  the  others  di< 

Finds  the  to  Clement  VII.    A  much  greater  abufe  had  crept  into  th 

treafury     order  during  his  imprifonment,  which  he  quickly  difcoverei 

exhauJted..^Yiexk  became  to  examine  the  public  accounts  ;  for  in  tha 

finallfpace  of  time  the  commanders  and  priors  had  afliime< 

fuch  a  kind  of  independency,  and  made  themfelves  the  judge 

*of  what  portion  of  their  refponfions  they  (hould  tranfm! 

to  the  ^public  treafury,  without  any  farther  regard  to  th< 

ir  Bosio,  Baudoin,  lib.  iii.  cap.  7.    Vertot,  t.  ii.  p.  293 
&  feq. 
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[  orders  of  the  couocil,  than  what  they  deemed  fufEcient  for 
ike  prefent  exigencies.  Many  of  thofe  of  the  north  had 
quite  defifted  from  keeping  up  their  refpcftive  quotas  ;  all 
which  had  run  the  order  fo  greatly  in  arrcar,  that  he  faw 
Isifflfelf  obliged  to  take  a  journey  to  Avignon,  where  C/e-  Goes  h 
mtat  VII,  refided,  to  beg  of  that  pontlf  to  interpofe  his  au-  Avigooa, 
ibority,  in  order  to  oblige  thofe  faithiefs  flewaids  to  refund 
Aeir  ill-gotten  wealth,  and  to  clear  up  all  their  arrears  ;  but, 
before  he  fet  out,  the  council  obliged  him  to  a  folemn  oath, 
that  he  would  faithfuUy  tranfmit  into  the  public  treafury  all 
4bc  fams  which  lie  (hould  receive  from  the  refpeftive  priories 
abore-mefllioned  ;  and  that  he  would  not  difpofe  of  any  va* 
cant  benefices  until  his  return  to  Rhodes.  For  ftiU  further 
iecurity,  they  appointed  a  certain  number  of  knights,  whom 
they  knew  to  be  very  zealoudy  attached  to  the  intereft  of 
the  order,  to  accompany  him,  under  pretence  indeed  of 
liis  making  a  greater  appearance,  but  in  reality  to  be  watch* 
fol  of  all  his  motions  ;  but  that  precaution  was  no  lefs  need* 
ie(s  than  their  apprehenfions  were  groundiefs,  as  the  fequel 
plainly  (hews". 

At   his  arrival  at  Avignon  the  pope  appeared  fenlibly 
touched  at  the  melancholy  account  he  gave  of  the  ftate  of 
theif  treafury,  through  the  avarice  and  ambition  of  their 
faithiefs  llewards  ;  and  much  more  fo,  when  he  told  his  holi- 
ncfs,  that  he  had  forbore  preiling  them  too  hard  for  their 
arrears,  left  that  (hould  induoe  fomie  of  them  to  turn  fchifm- 
atics   to  fave  their  unrighteous  mammon.     Three  chapters  'ij^^irt 
were  thereupon  fummoned  fucceflively,  one  at  Vakntia  in  ^«« '* 
DoitfUru,  the  fecond  at  Avignon,  and  the  third  at  the  caf-  '^^*^^^' 
tellanery  of  impofts  for  Spain,  in  all  three  of  which  the  grand 
mafter  preAded  ;  and  partly  by  his  pathetic  difcourfcs  and  Reciaims 
behaviour,  and  partly  by  the  danger  he  reprcfcnted  the  or-  theknilbts 
der,  and  even  Chriftendom,  to  be  then  in  thro*  thofe  abufes,  hy  his 
more  efpecially  at  this  junfture,  when  Bajazet,  now  upon  thc^'^^^>  *^» 
TiirAj^  throne,  feemed  to  threaten  hQX\iSmyrnaziiA.  Rhodes, 
be  made  fnch  an  impreflion  upon  them,  that  many  of  them 
immediately  offered  themfelves  to  attend  him  back  to  Rhodes, 
others  engaged  to  remit  all  their  arrears  to  the  treafury,  fe-  '  \ 

Tcral  other  wholfome  regulations  were  made  in  each  of  thefe 
chapters ;  after  which  the  grand  mafter  founded  two  rich 
commanderies  in  Spain,  and  endowed  them  out  of  the  vaft 
cftates  which  he  had  formerly  heaped  up,  by  way  of  reftitu- 
tution.    His  ^o-rival  Carraccioh,  not  to  be  behindhand  with 

»  B0910,  Baudoin,  1.  iii.  e.  8.     Vbrtot,  t.  ii,  1.  5.  p.  306, 
kf^,    DAViTv^DAf:P£R,  &  al.fup.  citat. 
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Hu  cmri'  bim,  did  mach  the  fame  in  Italy ^  and  died  fooo  after.     Ba^ 
vol  tfSw.    v^act  IX.  however,  who  had  fucceeded  Urban  at  Ranu^.  dcr 
cCned  appointing  him  a  fuccelTor,  whether  for  fear  of  his 
being  rejeftcd  by  the  order,  or  out  of  regard  to  Hercdia^ 
for  whom  he  had  conceived  a  fingular  refpeft,  and  con* 
tented  himfiplf  with  appointing  a  relation  of  his  own  to  b^ 
his  lieutenant  pro  tempore.     Heredia  being  returned  to  Auig^ 
nbriy  and  finding  the  arrears  and  fubfidtes  which  had  faeea 
ptomlfed  to  him  at  thofe  three  chapters  to  come  in  but  flowly^ 
Sends fitf'  iacrificed  another  confiderabie  part  of  his  own  eftate  in  fend- 
^^\!  A       **°8  *'  difi^rent  times  fome  of  his  gallies  to  Rhodes  and  5w^^ 
ji^     fxtf,  with  frcfli  fupplies  of  arms,  provifions,  vaft  fiuns  <£ 
^    *°^''  money  to  pay  their  forces,  and  a  good  number  of  knigliu 
and  other  troops  to  af&ft  in  the  defence  of  thofe  two  places. 
He  held  afterwards  another  council  at  Avignon^  wherein  it, 
being  reprefented,  that  the  walls  and  circuit  of  Smyrna  were 
by  far  too  large,  and  would  require  a  much  more  numeroas 
garrifon  in  it  than  the  order  could  well  maintain,  tliey  came 
t6  a  refolution,  that  they  (hould  forthwith  be  reduced  in  •pro- 
portion :  to  that  end,  the  admiral  of  Germany  was  ordered 
by  the  grand  mafler  to  fee  it  done  accordingly,  and  hod 
4000  florins  ai&gned  to  him  for  that  end  out  of  his  owa 
co£Fers. 
Ptis  at  "     i^  jjjq  JMarch  foUowing  of  the  fame  year  in  which  Carrac^ 
^vignon.  ^y^  jj^j  ^^  Rome^  died  alfo  the  grand  mafier  Heredia  at 
^3^  •     Avignon^  in  an  extreme  old  age,  after  having  enjoyed  that 
dignity  nineteen  years  and  eight  months,  with  thegreateft  re- 
putation ".    His  remains  were  afterwards  conveyed  to  Ca^^ 
^d  buried  in  the  church  of  that  commandery  which  himfeif 
had  founded,  and  which  became  from  that  time  a  ch|ef  bai- 
liwick of  the  order.    He  left  behind  a  good  number  of  ex- 
cellent regulations,  both  for  the  reformation  and  reteatioa 
of  the  ancient  difcipline,  which  the  reader  may  iee  amoog 
the  other  ftatutes  of  the  order  <»,  and  which  teuify  his  zeal 
for  religion,  and  the  intereft  of  Ms  order,  and  his  great  'Wif- 
dom  and  capacity  for  the  government  of  it. 
sa.  Fhili-      On  the  nrft  news  of  his  death  the  grand  chapter  at  Rhodes 
kot  de     crhofe  for  his  fuccelfor  philibert  de  NaillaCy  grand  prior  of 
^(SiUac.    jiqui'tain,  a  perfon  equally  refpeCled  for  his  valour  and  pru- 
dence.    We  have  eliewhere  feen  what  a  powerful  league  the 
Chriflian  princes  had  entered  into  acainft  that  formidable 
force  of  {oltzit  Bajazetf  in  confequ^ci^of  the  crufade  which 
the  pope  had  publiihed   the  year  before.      phiJiberi  M*as 

^  Vide  aufi.  fup,  citat.        ^  RoxoiTisi*.  Sutat.  Oidin^  f9^ 
^AV^oiN,  ubi  fup.  &'  al, 
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(mfodj  defted  to  his  new  digaity,  before  he  was  earneftly  Emtsniwf 
jnfled  by  that  ponttf,  and  other  princes,  to  join  with  ihem  the  CM/- 
a  it,  as  he  accordingly  did  with  great  readioefs^  and  imme-^'^ 
dia&dy  ordered  his  quota  of  gallies  to  be  equipped,  and  to^'^'^i^' 
JBia  thofe  of  che  Cregk  ein{>erar,  and  the  i^tnetUns  under 
the  coomuind  of  the  famed  Thm-Moctni/co,  whilA  himfetf 
jMtpared  ail  things  in  order  to  meet  the  land  forces  at  the 
kad  of  his  chief  commanders,  and  a  great  number  of  M^ 
ikm  knights,  at  the  general  rendezvous  in  Hungary.  They 
kdfcarcdy  joined  them,  before  ^i^^^^t  thenoa  the  Hun' 
gluuui  throne,  and  at  the  head  of  the  aUied  army,  fent  to 
cofflpliment  him  on  his  arrival,  and  to  invite  them  into  his 
own  qnarters,  declaring,  that  he  deiigned  to  fight  at  their 
kad  ;  and,  as  he  was  no  lefs  pleafed  with  their  noble  ap» 
pearance,  than  (adslied  with  the  valour  and  merit  of  then: 
eommander,  placed  him  and  his  chief  officers  near  his  own 
fftvSioa.  The  reft  of  the  confederate  army  was  very  name* 
tws,  and  made  alfp  a  gallant  (hew,  and  was  commanded  by 
ineof  the  moft  experienced  generals  in  Europe  \  and  yet 
^42et,  then  m  AuatoUoy  had  taken  fuch  precautions  to  ftop 
tli  intelligence  (torn  them,  that  they  did  AOt  even  know  , 
ivbere  his  own  lay ;  infomuch  that  when  he  was  got  within 
a  day's  journey  from  Nicopotisy  which  they  were  then  bc- 
ficgii^,  they,  fuppofing  him  to  be  IliU  in  Anatolia,  were 
fcatteied  about  the  place  without  fear,  difcipline,  or  mif« 
trail.. 

We  have  already  given  a  large  account  of  the  ill  fuccefa  of 
dkat  expedition,  and  fatal  combat,  which  proved  rather  a 
general  rout  to  the  Chriftians  than  a  regular  fight.     The  De/tattdt 
Rho^ottSs  whofe  hiftory  we  are  now  chiefly  ooncemed  in,  and  Jim  /• 
^oickty  rallied  under  their  grand  mailer,  about  the  perfoa  Rhodcs.j  . 
(i\iiD!gStgifim9tdy  and  fought  with  the  utmoft  bravery.  The 
{reateft  part  of  them  died  fwoi'd  in  hand ;  and  that  prince 
and  NaiUac  muft  have  undergone  ^he  fame  fate,  if  Providence 
had  not  thrown  a  fifiier*s  boat  In  t];teir  way,  into  which  they 
dibaped  through  a  thick  cloud  of  arrows  firom  the  enemy, 
tad  rowed  to  the  mouth  of  the  Danube^  where  the  Chriftjan 
ieet,  whitth  was  not  far  off,  gladly  received  them.     They 
both  went  on  board  one  of  the  Rhodian  gallies,  whence  they 
filled  direftly  for  that  ifiand,  where  they  were  received,   if 
not  with  ftionts  of  joy,  yet  with  all  the  refpeft  due  to  two 
fiich  great  perfons.     Sigi/imnd  embarked  foon  after  fcr  Dal" 
Mafia,  and  left  the  grand  mailer  to  bewail  the  lots  of  fo 
nsaay  brave  knights,  and  to  iet  abjut  the  moll  elleAual  means 
^  tttrieve  his  oHgrace  and  misfortune. 
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Morea  SoME  time  after  arrived  at  Rhodes  the  defpot  of  Morea^  : 

fold  id  the  Theodore  PaleoIoguSy  where  he  was  likewife  honourably  re* 
0rder  6y     cejved  ;  and  it  was  at  this  interview  that  he  propofed  to  the^  - 
Theo.Pa.  gj-^^^j  mafter  and  his  chapter  the  felling  of  that  peninfula  to 
KologQs.  ji^gjjj^  (Q  which  they  readily  confente<^.    He  was,  in  virtue 
of  this  agreecnenty  to  deliver  up  to  tnem  Corinth,  Sparta, 
and  the  other  principal  cities  of  the  province,  and  they  to 
pay  him  the  price  agreed  on  in  money  and  jewels  before  his 
Commira-  ^^cp^rture »".      The  grand  mafter  immediately  fent  proper 
vies  fent  to  commiflkries  to  go  and  take  pofleifion  of  thofe  places,  who 
takf  pof    were  accordingly  received  by  the  magiftracy  and  inhabitants 
fejjion  of    of  Corinth  with  great  demonftrations  of  joy,  not  queftionjDg, 
Corinth,    but,  under  the  protection  of  fo  powerful  and  warlike   an 
order,  they  fliould  thenceforth  be  freer  from  the  incur/tons 
Sparta rr- of  the  Turks,     But  it   proved  otherwife  at  Sparta,  where 
fufestoad'  the  treacherous  Greek  bifliop,  an  enemy  confequently  to  the 
mil  them,  latins,    fo  inftigated   the  citizens  againft  them,   that  they 
forthwith  difpatched  fome  deputies  to  inform  the  comnaif- 
faries,  that  they  were  refolved  to  admit  none  of  them  into 
their  city ;   and  that  if  they  offered  to  come  nearer,   they 
(hould  be  treated  as  enemies.     Some  other  lefs  confiderable 
places,  however,  gladly  followed  the  example  of  the  Corinthi" 
anSy  and  received  them  with  marks  of  honour  ;  but  as  they 
were  not  provided  with  a  fulHcient  number  of  forces  to  ob- 
lige Sparta  to  fubmit,  they  returned  back  to  Rhodes  time 
enough  before  the  4^fpot  had  left  the  iOand ;  and,  upon  his 
^     being  informed  of  the  repulfe  they  had  met  with  from  that 
Theodore  ^^»  ^^  refunded  fome  fmall  part  of  the  money,  and  fet  fail 
fails  t$      direClly  for  that  place.     His  fubjefts,  glad  of  his  return,  re- 
5paru.     ceived  him  with  all  the  marks  of  joy  and  duty,  alTuring  htm, 
that  they  <houid  be  ftill  ready  to  (hew  him  the  fame  obedience 
and  loyalty  that  he  had  experienced  in  them  during  fuch  a 
number  of  years,  provided  he  forbore  treating  with  the  La- 
tinSf  and  admitting  any  into  his  government  :  but  intimated 
to  him  at  a  diAance,  that  they  would  prefer  being  fubje£l  to 
the  Turks,  or  any  other  power,  rather  than  to  that  of  the 
pope,  or  any  other  Latin  prince, 

Bt  all  this  he  eafily  found,  that  it  would  be  next  to  im- 
poilible  to  make  them  confent  to  his  agreement  with  the 
Rhodians  \  but  he  was  no  leis  concerned  about  refunding  the 
money  which  he  had  received  from  them  for  that  city,  which, 
as  his  circumftances  then  ftood,  he  could  hardly  fpare.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  grand  mafter,  hearing  nothing  from  liim 

'  Bofiio,  1.  iv.  Baupoim,  1.  iv.  c.  i.  /VsRTOT^t.  ii.  1.6. 
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ifA  the  fubjeft,  feat  him  fome  of  the  moft  ccmfiderable 
kckts  of  the  order  to  compromife  the  matter ;  and,  after  A  wtw 
\  fadrj  Tojages  to  and  fro,  and  many  other  demurs,  it  Hf^^agnemut 
It  length  agreed,  that  the  order  (hould  reftore  the  city  of '"^• 
Csnatb  to  him,  in  confideration  of  which  PaUologus  (hould 
idiver  up  to  them  the  country  of  the  Sun^  and  the  barony 
i  Zetaaa,  both  in  th^  fame*  province  of  C0rinth,   befides 
46,500  dncats  in  money,  22,000  of  wiiich  he  then  paid  in 
Rady  coin  *• 

Whilst  tbefe  things  had  been  tranfa^ing,  the  grand 
fiufter,  who  forefaw  the  danger  Smyrna  was  in  of  being 
qnickly  attacked  by  the  conquering  arms  of  Timur  Beg,  or 
taurlane,  had  uken  all  proper  cfieans  to  put  it  into  a 
fate  of  defence,  fupplied  it  with  arms,  and  all  neceflary 
ipovifions,  and  fent  thither  Wiiliam  de  Mira,  at  the  head  of  a 
{ood  number  of  knights,  to  command  in  it,  and  put  all  the 
ibrtifications  of  that  place  in  the  beft  condition  to  withfland 
allege;  of  which  he  acquitted  himfelf  fo  faithfully,  that 
Bajazet  himfelf  allowed  it  to  be  impregnable.     But  after 
kis  fignal  defeat,  of  which  we  have  elfewhere  given  an  ac- 
CDQot,  Timur,  whofe  rapid  fuccefles  made  him   think  no 
pbce  capable  of  Handing  out  agoinfl  him,  pitched  upon  it  Smyrna 
for  the  firft  fcene  of  the  war  which  he  had  declared  againfl  ^^fi/gfdhy 
the  Rbodians,  as  being  the  only  people,  who,  tho'  (worn  *  *°**"^  * 
caemies  to  the  Turks,  had  refiifed  to  fubmit  to  him.     He 
voald  much  rather  have  begun  with  that  of  Bhodes,  tho* 
Dolefs  ftrongly  fortified,  as  it  was  the  centre  and  feat  of 
tke  order,  and  would  have  yielded  him  ipore  laurels  and 
lidier  fpoils ;  but,  wanting  fliipping  to  tranfport  his  troops, 
lierather  chofe  to  begin  with  Smyrna,  whofe  fpacious  haven, 
k  hoped,  might  in  time  furnifh  him  with  a  fufHcient  quan- 
tity of  them.     We  need  not  here  repeat  his  fuccefs  againfl 
tbt  place,  though  it  was  no  lefs  gallantly  defended  by  the 
RkMant  than  attacked  by  his  own  troops  u  ;    the  taking  taJ^emnui 
tf  which,  efpecially  as  the  conqueror,   according  to  cu[iom,ra»ed, 
cufed  it  to  be  razed,  was  rather  an  advantage  than  a  lofs  to 
die  Rbodians,  as  it  had  been  forced  upon  them  by  the  iee  of 
ioae  fo  much  againft  their  will ;  but  the  llaughter  of  fuch 
1  coofiderable  number  of  knights,    whom  that  barbarian 
ouied  to  be  butchered,  was  what  fenfibly  aifcd^ed  the  grand 
mafter  and  the  whole  order.     However,  to  retrieve  as  much 
as  poiHble  fo  great  a  lofs,  the  grand  mafter  formed  the  pro- 
ved of  feizing  upon  an  old  caftle,  fituated  in  the  bay  of  Cera" 
pi,  upon  that  coaft,  about   12  miles  from  .the  illand.     He 

!  EosiOi  &  *!•  vbi  fup,  *  Vide  ^^,  fup.  citat. 
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wctit  himfelf  5a  board  his  fleet,  nod  failed  along  the 

oF  Caria;  and,  entering  into  the  caftlc  in  which  T^nwr 

Naillac     left  a  fn^all  garifon,  he  made  hhnfelf  mafter  of  it.   *Btit 

hmiliisihe  he  did  not  find  it  ftrong  enough  for  his  purpofe,  he  a 

ttfftUo^t.  a  new  otie  to  be  built,  upon  the  rocky  point  of  a  penii.., 

Petcr,trc.  ^j^j  extended  itfelf  into  the  fca,  and  called  it  the  cafHe 

St.  Peter ;  and  the  TurkSf  fiace  the^  became  mailers  of 

gave  it  the  name  of  Biidtoo  caftfe ''.     He  fpared  neither 

hor  labour  to  have  it  flrongly  fortified  both  on  the  land 

the  fea  fide  ;  after  which  he  caufed  a  large  fofle  to  be 

into  the  rock  around  it,  into  which  the  fea  water  coold  eaj 

come.     A  llout  garifon  was  put  into  it,  and  a  certain 

ber  of  veflels  of  di/Terent  fites  were  conftantly  kept  in 

harbour,  which,  upon  the  leaft  fignal,  were  n;^y  tc>  job 

gallies  of  Rhodes  and  Lango^  and  by  that  means  (hut  up 

mouth  of  the  river  Carta  to  all  the  corfairs  and  pirates, 

the  caftle  itfelf  ferved  as  a  place  of  refuge  for  all  CI 

flaves  that  made  their  efcapes  from  the  neighboming 

tries. 

War  li*        Soon  after  this  arrived  at  Rhodes  the  Genoefe  admiral, 

tnAjeenQy-  refchal  Boucicatdt,  with  feven  large  veflels  and  nine 

prus  and   in  i\is  way  to  Cyprus ;  the  occafion  of  whofe  failing  to  fiis 

Geooa.     jfland  with  fo  great  a  force,  was,  the  war  of  the  Cent 

with  the  Cyprian  king  Janus^  of  which  an  account  hath 

given  in  a  former  volume.     But  though  the  grand  mi 

gave  him  a  noble  reception  at  his  landing,  and  ent( 

him  with  great  fplendor  during  his  ilay  with  him,  yet 

made  no  fcruple  to  declare  his  mind  freely  to  him  with 

(pef^  to  his  defign  againfl  the  Cyprhts,  which,  he  told  hi 

Would  prove  the  moft  efieftual  means  of  opening  a  Way  to 

Saracens  into  that  ifland,  which  had  hitherto  proved  fe 

a  bulwai'k  againfl  them,  and  a  fhple  to  all  the 

Naillac     (hipping.    He  begged  of  him  at  the  fame  time,  and  in 

fails  to       ftrongeft  terms,  that  he  would  permit  him  to  fail  thither 

Cypi'tts.    fore  him,*  not  doubting  but,  with  the  blefEng  of  God, 

(hould  find  means  to  reflore  peace  between  theie  two 

tious.    The  admiral,  having  given  his  confent,  ordered 

capitana,  and  two  other  gallies,  to  be  got  ready,  and  emi 

Alexan-    forthwith  for  the  Ifland  of  Cyprus.     At  the  fame  time 

dretta  ra-  cicault  went  on  board  his  own  ;  and,  that  he  might  not  cM* 

fvagid  hy    tinue  idle  during  the  grand  mailer's  abfence,  went  and  nt- 

^ouci-      vaged  the  country  round  Alexandretta,  then  callefl  LefcoH'^ 

^^uit.        deron^s^  or  Scanderona,  on  the  coafts  of  Syria,  and  made 

himfelf  mafter  of  fo-ne  places  there,  s$  we  have  ei:ewhere 

^  Vide  ao£L  fttprk  citat.  ^ 
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'  im>.    The  gralkl  inafi^  t>roVed  no  lelk  fucccAfuI  in  the  NailJac 
I  {MDatdti^  office  he  had  nndtetaketi.    His  gnsat  credit  and  mJiatgi  m 
I  liiekpefted  prdelKre  qaickly  tertnioated  all  the  differences  "H^^  h- 
r  fcctn^en  thele  two  nations  in  an  ainicablc  dianner,  as  we  ^'^^  Cy- 
i  iftve  feen  in  theit  tefpeftivc  hiftories.  g"»  ^' 

I  ,  The  peace  tvas  iio  foondr  concluded  than  the  grand  mafter  ^*°®** 
I  p&  inaj-^(chal  Bouclcault  fet  fall  from  that  idand,  and,  in 
llnr  w^y  hofnewatds,  jointly  ravaged  the  coafts  of  Syria  and 
r  fjefiiniy  at  that  time  in  the  hands  of  either  tllie  Saracens 
I  jBC  ^e  Tatariah  troops,  which  77m^/r  had  left  there  to  guard 
I  Am.     They  made  likewife  an  attempt  to  furprife  the  city  Makumm 
tf  Tripoli  :  but,  to  their  difappointment,  found  the  avenues  attempt  9m 
Id  it  on  the  fea-fide  guarded  by  above  15,060  men  belong-  Tripoli, 
ijhg  to  that  prince,  among  Whom  were  600  of  his  horfe, 
i  iriuch  appeared  all  clad  in  velvet  and  golden  tiflbe,  if  we 
'  wy  credit  the  writer  of  that  admlral*^s  life.    Yet  Was  all  this 
ijBtm^ons  appearance  fo  far  from  deterring  the  Rhodian 
:  lldglhfs  froiii  landing,  that  they  ftrove  who  fhonld  cajft  him- 
fist  fixH  into  the  fea  with  their  fwords  in'  hand,  and   th6 
vaitr  Up  to  their  chin.     Thefe,  backed  by  about  3000  of 
^  Cenoefis  forces  (a  fmall  number  againft  1 5^000),  marched 
tj^kkd  tbefiH  with  fnch  furt>ri(ing  fury,  that  they  drove  them 
10  the  very  Walls  of  the  city,  where  they  Were  intrenched  up 
t/>  the  taedL  behind  their  bafriers  and  fafdne^.     But  though 
,  to  OS  it  iaiaft  appear  no  better  than  a  bravado,  if  not  a  piece 
^  inaftiftl  madnefs,  to  have  carried  theit  attempts  farther 
^^ainft  fttch  a  number  of  forces  fo  barricadoed,  and  backed 
^  fo  ftrvng  a  gariibn,  yet  fuch  was  the  ambition  of  the 
^paod  mafter  and  Genoefe  admiral,  tkit  they  would  not  de- 
fart  ti^  they  made  a  fre(h  allault  againft  them,  in  Which  Muinvith 
Was  a  deal  of  blood  fixed,  and  many  a  death's  Wound  afiokt  pp- 
00  both  fides,  till  the  enemy.  Who,  being  fiiTc  to  ofie  ?e/^^w*- 
B^)re  numerous,  and  of  courfe  muft  fufFer  the  greater  lofs  of 
tbe  two»  were  prudent  enough  to  fecure  them&lves  from 
tbdr  fiiry  by  withdrawing,  feme  into  the  adjacent  Orchards 
aai  gari^fiu,  and  others  into  the  city.     However,  as  they  Jtttmpt9n 
kid  vM  troops  enough  to  form  tbe  Hege  of  the  place,  they  Barut. 
lifted  to  go  and  try  their  fortune  againft  Barut,  alias  Bc-^ 
tytus^  a  wealthy  ftaple  fea-port  on  the  Phoenician  coafts,  in 
whidi  a  great  number  of  Chriftian  merchants,  efpecially  the 
y^aetians,  had  their  rich  ware  and  countty  houfes.     A^ 
they  were  idling  thitherwards,  they  obferved  a  light  VeflH 
fat&ng  out  of  the  haven,  and  ende^ivouring  to  gain  the  fea 
with  more  than  ufual  ipeed,  but  which  was  loon  brought 
back  by  one  of  iheir  gallies  \\4iich  they  font  after  it.    Upon 
caBmiioiog  die  captain  of  it,  they  could  get  nothing  out  of 

him. 
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him/ but  that  he  was  a  Chriftian  aod  a  Fcnetian^  tUl  thejr 
began  to  threaten  him  with  the  torture ;  upon  which  he  con- , 
feffed,  that  he  had  been  difpatched  from  Fenice  into  all  tii^  ' 
fea-ports  of  Phoenicia,  Pakftine,  and  Egypt ^  to  give  thepi 
notice,  that  the  Chriftian  fleet,  commanded  by  the  gran^l 
mailer  of  Rhodes  and  the  admiral  of  Cenoa,  was  at  fea,  that*^ 
they  might  take  their  precautions  agalnfl  them^   at  which,. 
both  the  Rhodians  and  Genoefc  were   fo  exafperated,    that* 
they  were  for  throwing  him  into  the  fea,  but  were  prevented" 
by  their  officers.     This  did  not  prevent  their  purfuing  their, 
defign  on  Barut,  whicli  they  plundered  and  burnt.     Their*^ 
next  defcent  was  on  Said  or  Zaide^  which  they  found  Ilke- 
"LiiAzaiid^^^^^^^^y  guarded,  and  where  a  violent  ftorm  hindered 
Zaide       ^^^  landing  all  their  forces,  fo  that  thofe  that  were  got  on 
luckily       fliore  were  attacked  on  all  fides  with  great  fury  by  the  Sara* 
i/cafi.       cens.     They  defended  themfelves  with  no  lefs  bravery  during' 
the  five  hours  the  ftorm  lafted,  and  then  retired  to  their  re- 
fpeftive  (hips,  within  view  of  the  enemy.     They  were  like ' 
to  have  fared  worfe  in  their  next  attempt  upon  Udda^  by  the" 
Greeks  called  DioJpoUsj  in  Palejline^  where,  upon  their  land* 
ing  fome  of  their  troops  to  reconnoitre  the  place,  they  ob- 
ferved  only  about  3000   Turks ^  at  fome  diftapce  from   the 
fea,  whom  thevefore  they  determined  to  attack  by  the  next . 
rifing  fun ;  but,  upon  their  returning  to  their  ftxips,  they ' 
faw  no  lefs  than  30,000  more,  who  lay  in  ambufli  in  an  ad-  \ 
jacent  wood,  and  fallied  out  fword  in  hand  againft  them  \ ' 
which  lucky  difcovery  prevented  the  reft  from  landing,   and 
being  all  cut  in  pieces '. 

Finding,  theiefore,  the  coafts  fo  well  guarded  every-' 
where,  and  the  featbn  now  far  advanced,  f hey  agreed  to  fepa-  • 
Rttiauu  to  rate.     Boucicasdt  failed  away  to  Famagojla^  and  the  grand 
Rhodes,    m^fter  to  Rhodes 9  where  he  foon  after  received  a  vifit  of 
thanks  from  the  admiral,  furniihed  his  fleet  with  plenty  of 
Surprifinz  provifions,  and,  after  having  regaled  him  with  a  view  of  the 
firtnvth  «^  whole  ifland,  fent  him  home  full  of  admiration  at  the  vaft 
the  Rho-   ftrength  of  it,  the  fortifications  of  the  city,  the  great  quan- 
^iaas.       tity  and  variety  of  gallies  and  other  veffcls  riding  in  the  har- 
bour, and  the  furprifing  number  and  gallantry  of  his  knights, 
by  whom  thofe  (eas  were  fo  well  guarded,  that  fcarce  any 
corfairs  dared  (hew  themfelves  on  them  ;  ail  which  was  the 
more   admirable,    at  a   time  when  the  fchifm,   which   fo 
long  rent  the  church,    had  proved  no  lefs  detrimental  to 
the  order,  by  the  advantage  which  the  grai^d  priors  and 

■  Basio,  Bavpoin,  VertoTi  k  al.  ubi  fupra. 
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Qimmanclers  took  from  It  to  withdraw,  and  appropriate  thofe 
^tas  and  refpoQfions  which  they  ought  to  have  tranfmit- 
.  ted  into  the  public  trcafury  :  for  the  ftlpprcffing  of  which 
grievous  abufes  they  were,  as  we  have  had  frequent  occafiQii  , 
to  hint,  obliged  very  often  to  have  recourfe  to  the  pope,  and 
other  crowned  heads,  to  hold  chapters  In  difierent  places  of 
&rr0^,  and  to  other  jneafures  no  lefs  burdenfome  and  charge- 
able  to  theijn  ^. 

How  dreaded  their  power  and  intereft  were  become  by 
this  time  among  their  enemies,  may  be  gathered  from  the 
overtures  of  peace  which  the  haughty  ioltan  was  glad  to  Makes  am 
make  them  by  a  particular  embafly  to  Rhodes^  by  the  advan-  adwmta^ 
lageous  articles  of  which  in  favour  of  the  order,  and  theChrif-^««tt/*«r/ 
tians  in  PaUftine^  one  may  plainly  fee  that  the  grand  mafler  '^''^  ^^ 
accepted  hi^  offers  in  a  great  meafure  upon  his  own  terms.  •^''^•' 
The  happy  turn  which  the  aiiairs  of  Chriftendpm  took  about    '4^- 
this  time  did  not  a  litde  contribute  to  his  obtaining  fuch  an 
advantageous  peace,  namely,  the  unanimous  zeal  which  ap- 
peared in  the  greateft  part  of  the  cardinals,  as  well  as  crowned 
beads,  to  put  a  final  end  to  the  fchifm,  by  reducing  the 
diurch  to   the  obedience  of  one  head.     It  was  to  th^t  end 
that  the  famed  council  of  Pi/a  was  convened,  of  which  an 
account  hath  been  elfewhere  given,  to  which  the  grand  maf- 
ler  was  folemnly  invited,  and  the  guard  of  the  conclave  com- 
mitted to  his  care.     But  what  gave  him  the  greateft  {atisfoc- 
lion  was,  to  fee  the  choice  of  a  pontif  fall  upon  fo  worthy  a 
jjcrfon  as  the  cardinal  of  Milariy  fince  named  Alexander  V. 
iwho,  though  born  of  the  very  loweft  rank,  yet  was  poflefled 
tf  all  the  eminent  virtues  which  could  adorn  that  fupreme 
dignity.  •  « 

The  firft  thing  he  did  was,  to' acquaint  the  new  fontif  Hss  froj^a 
with  a  projeft  which  he  had  formed  of  fending  a  (olcmn  for  Mfii ting 
ambafly  to  the  principal  courts  in  Europe,  in  order  to  unite  f^  Chrif-  ^ 
them  into  a  league  againft  the  Turks,  whofe   overgrown  ^'f« 
power  was  now  (o  happily  curtailed  by  the  late  overthrow  f^^'^^' '«  * 
of  Bajazet,    and  the   rapid  fuccefles   of  the  great  Ttmur.  *  '^^i*^^-  ^ 
The  pope  not  only  applauded  and  approved  of  his  defign, 
bat  engaged,  that,  if  he  fucceeded  in  it,   he  would  declare, 
himfdt  chief  of  it,  and  be  at  the  greateft  part  of  the  ex- 
pence.    He  moreover  fent  a  nuncio  to  Rhodes,  to  acquaint  * 
the  order  with  his  ele(5tion  to  the  papal  chair,  thp*  Naillac 
was  ftill  with  him,  as  a  mark  of  his  fingular  regard  for  the 
whole  order*". 

5  Vide  va&.  fup,  citat.  .'  lid.  ibid. 
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^enis  Ml       Ii?  order  to  put  the  fame  efieflual  end  to  the  fchirm  whi< 
gmdiajffiubr  relmtd  ia  the  order,  as  well  as  to  ireftore  the  ^ncjefkt 
/•  France  dpuney  refpooflons,  ^c.  and  reform  divers  other  abules, 
mid  Eng'  g^d  mafter  cooroked  a  general  chapter  at  Nu:i^  and 
""^*         terwards  at  A^x  in  Provence  ;  and,  as  he  thought  his 
fence  would  be  of  great  fervice,  he  was  preparing  himfelf 
his  departure  thither,  when  the  pope  tnoughr  nt  to  ei 
him  in  a  defSgn  more  advantageous  to   religion,    w! 
was,  to  fend  him  on  an  embalTy  to  the  kiqg^  oi  England  41 
Fr4^nce^  who  were  then  at  war,  in  order  to  induce  them 
his  addrefs  to  conclude  either  a  peace  or  a  long  truce. 
tac  highly  relifhed  the  propofal ;  and  the  more  re^dUy  acj 
cepted  of  the  offer,  as  it  might  prove  a  means  to  engaj^^ 
thofe  two  great  monarchs  to  join  in  his  projected  |eagi|j 
againft  the  Turks.    Having  therefore  impowered  the  coun< 
above-mentioned  to  chuf«  three  of  their  number  to  prefidj 
in  his  room,  he  fet  about  getting  all  things  ready  for  hii 
7befchifm  ambafly.     The  misfortune  was,  that  though  that  chapt 
fiillreigns  agreed  upon  fome  wholfome  regulations  for  fupprefling  fuaj 
emtrng       dry  flagrant  abufes,  particularly  with  regard  to  the  priori( 
ihem.        and  reiponfions ;  yet  the  fchifo)  reigned  as  much  as  ^< 
among  them,  notwithftanding  the  new  pope's  eledion, 
two  depofed  popes,  BenediH  XHL  and  Gregory  %\.  rcfufiuflf 
to  acknowlcge  the  council  of  Plfas  authority,  and  the  pri- 
ors, iyc.  ftill  taking  part  with  one  or  the  other  of  them,  that 
they  might  haye  fome  pretence  for  detaining  their  rcfpe^Uvf 
refponfions  •, 
Thetunv        Alexandee  V.  died  in  May  following,  at  Bolonia*  4p4. 
AM  dies,   ^^^  fuccceded  hf  palthajfar  Co£a\  then  legate^  or,  as  h^  U, 
^T  more  rightly  ftiled  ^,  tyrant  of  that  city,  a  perion  equally  In** 

fati^ble  IP  his  a^rice,  and  his  other  deb&ycberies,  and  foT- 
peAed  to  have  caijifed  his  predeceflbr  to  be  pQifooedy  to  make, 
way  for  his  eleftion',   in  which  he  took  the  oame  of. 
Johfti}.  Ja^ffXXlII.    Th^  RI>odian  order,  in  common  Vith  the  reft 
#  F^  9"  ^^  Chriftendom,  became  very  great  fuiferers  both  (1*091  his . 
J0^      bad  exaqiple  and  his  deteftable  a^rice  ;  infomnch  that  he 
caufcd  a  bull  to  be  publifhcd  in  favour  of  ope  of  their  com* 
manders,  whom  be  permitted  to  marry,  notwithftanding  his 
TOW  of  chaftUy,  aod,  by  his  own  authority,  appropriated  his 
cpmmandry  to  blmfelf,  and  fold  it  foon  after  to  a  youth  al>oqt. 
14  years  of  age,  whom  he  difpeofed  from  taking  either  the 
vpws  or  habit  of  the  order.    He  carried  hi$  tyranny  h  fari 

^  Vide  aa&.  fnprt  citaf.  ^Gobtdiw  inCofm.  wt,  6. 
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toieisie  apoo  all  the  priories  as  foon  as  he  heard  they  vere 

vacanty  aad  difpoied  of  them  afterwards  to  the 

bidder^,  without  any  regard  to  their  charafter  or 

ty  or  d)e  r^hts  aad  pcmlcgct  erf*  the  order,  which,  by 
idi  frequeat  arbitrary  fdznres^  faw  itietf  on  the  eve  of  be* 
ig^  IcftaSy  rmaed  ^.  This  at  length  obliged  the  council  of 
^odfs  to  fend  him  a  letter,  fall  ot  the  btttereft  complaLnts^ 
4^  mrith  that  laudaUe  freedom  which  became  their  exalted 
ipitioD.  and  dignity,  reprefeadng  to  him  the  wrongs  which 
both  they  and  allChriftendom  muft  unavoidably  receive  from 
Us  tyransdc  condtiA.  The  refult  of  which  was,  that  thro^ 
fiar  of  their  laying  open  ail  his  villainies  to  the  general 
coaacil  then  fitting,  he  thought  it  expedient  to  relax  from 
fcne  of  his  arbitrary  proceedings,  and  to  recall  the  grant  of 
tee  of  the  commanderies  he  bad  formerly  (old,  without 
Jbvever  refunding  any  of  the  price  to  the  purchafer« 

He  was  at  length  depofed  by  the  council  of  Conjiancif  as  Dip9/edf 
we  have  elfewhere  (hewn,  at  which  the  grand  matter  was  f«^  Mar- 
prefent,  and  honoured  with  the  guard  of  the  conclave,  af*  ^^"  ^.^^« 
fifted  by  Frr^nV  marquis  of  Brandmburgh^  fVtUiam  count '^  ^j 
rf  iMnenburghj  Bruno  baron  of  Feroiui ;  and  Otko  Cdun^^ 
na  eieded  in  his  room  in  Noxwnber,  who  took  the  name 
d  Martin,  and  on  the  25th  of  April  following  diflblved  the 
tmKiciL     Nailtac,  b^^ng  now  difcharged  from  bis  office^ 
wcBild  gladly  have  proceeded  immediately  to  Rhodes^  where 
Us  pretence  was  eameftly«wi(bed  for  by  the  whole  orders 
bat  his  exrremie  defire  to  fee  the  very  feeds  of  that  long  and 
lohappy  ichifm  wholly  extirpated,  prevailed  upon  him  to 
Aiy  and  lend  a  helping  hand  to  ib  laedable  a  work  ;  fo  that 
be  contented  himfdf  with  tranimicting  over  to  the  convent 
i9,ooo  crowns  out  of  his  own  calh,  to  fupply  its  pre&at 
c^igeQcies,  and  then  called  a  grand  ailembly  to  meet  at  jSch^iftir 
Avignm,  where  be  could  more  coavenientlyaiiiA.    This  vS^cwvemd 
kmUy,  which  ooailfted  of  the  aocienteft  priors,  receivers»«'Avig^ 
and  commanders^  of  Italy,  France^  and  Savoy,  came. to  a°^^* 
tdoiution,  that  a  general  chapter  of  the  order  ihould  ha 
fonvened  at  Modes ,  at  which  all  thofe,  who  had  hitherto  re<^ 
bfed  to  fubmit  to  the  authority  of  the  grand  naaAen,  Otoioli 
befimunooed  to  appear,  in  order  to  be  regularly  tried  ac* 

ing  to  die  laws  and  ftatu  tes  of  the  order^  and  be  puniflwd 
]hig  to  their  refpeAive  violaticms  of  them  '. 

refdatiaa  had  fooo  after  the  dciired  cBeSt ;  the 
fnmd  aaSber^  who  was  to  take  Florenci  in  his  way  to  Rbodn^ 

^  Vide  anft.  &  al.  fop.  dtat  '  Bosiq»  Bavosih, 
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in  order  to  confer  with  the  new  pope  abont  his  projeAo 
league  agamft  the  Turks ^  faw  himfelf  met  at  Bobnia  bjf  ^ 
coniiderable  number  of  recufants,  who  now  entreated  I|| 
pardon,  and  their  reunion  with  the  order,  promiilng  an  ifl| 
tire  obedience  to  his  orders  for  the  future,  and  a  pi 
A  general  payment  of  all  their  arrears.     He  ordered  them  accordu  _ 
mi0  at       to  meet  him  at  Ancona,  whence  they  fet  fail,  and  anivc 
Rhodes,    fafdy  at  Rhodes,  to  the  inexpreffible  joy  of  all  the  reft  of  tii| 
fraternity.     The  general  chapter  was  foon  after  opened^  || 
which  every  one  exprefled  an  emulous  readinefs  to  com^ 
with  all  his  defires,  and  to  agree  to  the  feveral  regulations  fi 
propofed  to  them  for  the  reviving  of  the  ancient  difdpIiiiQ 
^hifchijm  ^^^  extlnguiftiing  the  l«aft  fparks  of  fchifm,  and  reftoriq| 
txtinguifih-  (be  order  to  its  ancient  difcipline  and  opulence,     Thefe  De4 
«/.  ftatutes  he  took  care  to  convey  to  the  pope  with  all  poIEUQ 

diligence,  and  feemed  now  to  wait  only  for  the  joyful  oevi 
of  their  being  cotifirmed  by  that  pontif,  who,  on  his  par^ 
did  not  let  him  wait  long  for  that  fatisfaftion,  but  fent  rheni 
back  to  him,  ratified  with  his  approbation,  with  the  higheQ[ 
encomiums  upon  them  and  him.     His  receipt  of  them  wsi 
Dies.        quickly  followed  by  a  fit  of  ficknefs,  which  carried  him  o^ 
i42>*     in  a  g^xxl  old  age,  and  in  the  25th^year  of  his  grand  n^er*, 
(hip". 
mm  Ante-      H^  ^^^  fucceedcd  by  Antony  Flaviano,  of  the  priory  of 
»y  Flavi.  Catalonia,  and  grand  prior  of  Cyprus,  a  native  of  Arragpn  \ 
ano.  in  the  beginning  of  whofe  government,  the  tranquillity  \vbidl| 

'  had  been  fo  happily  fettled  in  the  order,  as  well  as  in  the 
church,  was  again  dlihirbed  by  the  fucceffive  attacks  of  the, 
Turks  in  AJia,  and  of  the  Saracens  in  Egypt.     The  formcfj 
had  by  this  time  retrie\'ed  their  afFairs  to  a  wonderful  degree^; 
both  in  Europe  and  Ajia,  under  the  reigns  of  Mohammedh 
Threaten  d^xii  his  fuccdFor  Jmurat  III.  the  latter  of  whom  feemed  now 
^^^f       .to  turn  his  thoughts  towards  Morea  and  the  ifles  of  the>^rv 
^y^^f^^chipelngo.     The  dread  which  feized  the  inhabitants  ma3c 
ans^^'*"    their  petty  fovereigns  apply  to  the  grand  mafter  for  faccour, 
"    *  who  readily  equipped  fome  gallies  of  the  order,  to  cruife 

about  thofe  fcas,  and  get  what  intelligence  they  could  of  the 
ibltan*8  intentions  ;  but  whiift  he  was  making  all  the  neceT* 
fary  preparations  ngainft  any  attempt  from  fo  powerful  aa 
^nemy,  he  faw  himfelf  in  much  more  imminent  danger  froia 
another  quarter,  namely,  from  Egypt,  where  the  Mamebcw 
haid  raifed  to  the  throne  the  famed  Ctrcajfian  M  Naur  Al 
Dabar,  a  wamor  much  more  flcilled  in  naval  affairs  thaa 
any  the  order  had  hitherto  been  engaged  with.     We  have 

■  Vide  autfl.  fupra  c*w. 
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\j  giveti  an  acconbt  of  this  new  Egyptian  dyfiafty^  at 
heaf[  this  prince  now  was,  who,  to  keep  his  new  fub- 
employed,  had  declared  war  againA  Janus  the  Cyprian 
\  dien  in  ilrift  alliance  with  Rhodes.    This  obliged  him 
iwpend  the  faccours  he  defigned  for  Morea,  and  at  the 
tn&e  to  try  all  poffible  means  to  mediate  a  peace  be- 
tide Saracen  and  Cyprian  monarchs.    y^l  Dakar ^  who 
meafored  his  pretenfioos  by  his  power,  refufed  to  liftea 
a  peace,  nnlefs  Jantu  became  his  vaflal  and  annual  tribu- 
',  which  he  no  Ids  hauffbttly  rejedled ;  fo  that  there  being 
no  way  but  that  of  the  fword  to  decide  the  conteft, 
\o  fenc  him  what  veilels,  men,  and  money,  he  could 
We  haTe  feen  the  iad  refult  of  this  war,  which 
in  the  defeat  of  the  cfE»iinate  Cypriots,  the  lofs  of  a 
It  nmnber  of  Rhodian  knights,  and  the  captivity  of  the 
monarchy  who  was  carried  prifoner  into  Egypt, 
the  news  of  this  difafter,  the  grand  mafter,  fearing 
lofs  of  the  whole  ifland,  failed  thither  with  freih  fuccours, 
a  promife  to  continoe  there,  provided  they  refolved 
<&  fword  in  hand  in  defence  of  their  country ;  inftead  of 
:h,  they  chofc  the  way  of  negotiation,  as  the  moft  fuit- 
to  their  native  indolence,  whilft  the  Egyptian  foltan  was 
finding  fbme  pretences  to  delay  it,  in  hopes  that  his 
s  would  make  themfelves  mafters  of  the  iflaod  before 
rhing  was  concluded.    This  obliged  the  Rhodian  knights 
were  (ent  thither  to  redouble  thor  efforts,  to  flop  their 
-e(s,  whofe  fmgular  valour  upon  this  occafion  fo  exaf- 
petated  thdr  genera],  that,  in  revenge,  he  deftroyed  their  Thipriery 
araad  commandry  in  that  ifland,  which  was  the  richeft  that  of  the 
Uonged  to  their  order,  pulled  down  all  their  houfes,  cut  ^^ghts 
down  all  their  trees,  and  totally  ruined  that  noble  bailiwick,  defir^jtd.^ 
AfDahar,  no  lefs  provoked  at  the  Rho£ans  than  his  general^ 
1KB  eafily  induced  by  his  fycophant  court  to  attempt  the 
eooqueft  of  their  ifland,  which  they  deemed  to  be  now  defti- 
tate  of  defence,  becaufe  fo  many  of  her  knights  were  gone 
lo  defend  that  of  Cyprus.    Flufhed  with  thefe  hopes,  which 
ke  vainly  imagined  would  open  a  way  to  his  fubduing  all  the 
other  iHands  of  the  Archipelago^  he  renewed  his  negotiation 
with  riie  typpiotSf  but  demanded  no  lefs  than  120,0.00  golden 
flprins  for  their  fovereign's  ranfom,  which  he  knew  he  was 
ia  00  capacity  to  pay.    This  extravagant  demand,  however,  pgaa 
far  from  difconraging  the  grand  mafter,  who  wanted  at  any  madenjcith 
rste  to  fee  him  at  his  liberty,  that  he  fupplied  him  with  the  AlDahar. 
greateft  part  of  that  fum  out  of  the  public  treafury,  and  a 
pext  was  fboA  af^  concluded  between  them. 
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All  this  while  the  treacherous  Jl  Dahar,  tho*  He  kaew 
that  the  peace  concluded  between  him  and  the  late  grand 
mafter  Naillac  ftill  fubfifted,  was  endeavouring  to  aoiiire  him 
With  propofals  for  renewing  it,  whiUl  he  was  making  the 
greateh  preparations  for  invading  him.    But  the  gra»l  maf> 
ter,  who  had  his  fpies  every-where,  and  even  among  thofe  of 
his  privy-council,  was  fo  well  apprifed  of  all  his  defigfi9,  that 
he  neglected  no  means  nor  precautions  to  elude  them.    Tlie 
misfortune  was,  that  the  Cyprian  war  had  fo  exhaufted  Us 
treafury,  that  he  was  obliged  to  have  recourfc  to  the  ufinl 
J  general  tho*  tedious  remedy  of  calling  a  general  chapter,  and  at  the 
chafter^     fame  time  to  apply  to  the  pope  Eugeniiis  IV.  and  fevcral 
'^rT'!?^  other  crowned  heads,  for  affiftancc''.    The  chapter,  how* 
^Rhodes,  gygj.^  met  with  more  readinefs  than  could  have  been  ex- 
pected, confideiing  that  the  grand  priors,  commanders,  and 
bailies,  of  the  order,  had,  during  the  late  troubles,  not  only 
fdapfed  into  their  old  abufe  of  appropriating  the  reveniR 
that  fhould  have  been  fent  into  the  public  traifury,  which 
had  in  a  great  meafure  exhaufted  it,  but  had  moreover  re- 
fufed  to  maintain  the  number  of  knights  whidi  were  quar- 
tered upon  them,  which  had  obliged  a  great  number  of  thdtt 
to  difperfe  themfelves  among,  didr  friends  and  relations.' 
However,  the  grand  mafter  fent  every-where  his  fommoin 
with  fuch  diligence,  and  in  fuch  preffing  terms,  that  he  wit 
enabled  to  hold  quickly  after  one  of  the  largeft  and  nobkft 
aflemblies  that  had  been  feen  for  a  k>ng  time  in  his  capitd 
of  Rhodes,  •  • 

This  chapter  was  opened  on  the  23d  of  May  by  Flaxnam 

himfelf,  with  a  moft  affeAing  reprefentation  of  the  imnuoeot 

danger  which  threatened  both  the  order  in  particular,  and 

Chriftendom  in  general,  from  the  growing  power  of  the 

Turks  and  Saracens,  and  much  more  fo  from  the  ambidon 

and  avarice  of  the  then  grand  prior  and  commanders,  whofe 

accounts  and  long«winded  arrears  he  ordered  to  be  faithfully 

laid  before  them,  as  well  as  the  ftate  of  his  exhaufted  trea- 

Sttmfrj      fury.     The  confequence  of  which  was,  that  they  exprefled 

great  ah-  the  moft  zealous  unanimity  to  fet  about  redreffing  all  thofe 

Hfi^*  ^^'      diforders,  and  reftore  the  ancient  difcipline  by  new  rcgula- 

formd,      iJQjjg  ^jj  J  penalties ;  in  doing  which,  they  madoifuch  laudable 

difpatch,  that  the  grand  mafter  had  time  fufEcient  to  maist 

all  neceflary  preparations  againft  any  invaiion  either  from 

Turky  or  Egypt.    A  new  ftatute  was    likewife  made,  in 

Order  to  fix  the  knights  to  their  refpeCtive  reftdences,  and 

• 

^  Bosio,  BAUDOXN,l.iv.  c.  a.   Vbrtot,  t.  ii.  l.vi.  p.423» 
&  feq.  k  al.  ubi  fup. 
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IS  have  the  youQg  ones  trained  op  in  the  milittuy  dKcipluiCi 
opredy  obliging  all  the  priors  and  cofxunaaders  to  entertain 
what  nooiber  of  them  was  afligaed  to  each  of  them»  under 
the  penalty  of  being  deprived  of  their  dignities,  and  de- 
graded from  the  order  ;  fo  that  by  this  wholfome  law  every 
prior  and  convent  became  as  it  were  a  nnrfery  of  yonng 
varriorSp  ready  to  fupply  the  room  of  thofe  that  died  in  the 
fidd,  oc  to  be  fent  upon  any  expedition  which  the  grand 
Qaflier  fliould  think  proper.  A  new  bull  was  likewife  expe-  Xmvffts 
£ted  to  him  foon  after,  forbidding  exprefly  any  of  the  knights/^^^^ 
to  gp  to  Rcmi  without  his  or  the  procurator  general's  leave ;  '^  ^''^  ** 
by  which  another  great  abufe  was  prevented,  viz.  their  feek-  ^^"*^- 
iog  to  raiie  themfelves  by  the  pope's  favour  and  recommend- 
atioQy  rather  than  by  any  real  merit.  In  fuch  pions  and  ex* 
GcIIeat  i-egolations  did  Flaviano  employ  that  leifure  time 
which  the  truce  with  the  folun  allowed  him,  and  particnlarly 
k  the  erefUng  a  moft  fumptuous  infirmary  at  his  own  charge, 
when  death  'put  an  end  to  all  bis  labours  on  the  29th  of  1457. 
(Kiobery  in  the  17  th  year  of  his  grand  mafterfhip.  He  fent, 
a  little  before  his  death,  the  fum  of  200,000  ducats  into  the 
poUic  treafury,  which  were  the  fruits  of  that  exemplary 
(Economy  with  which  he  had  all  along  endeavoured  to  impire 
all  thai  lived  under  his  government  r.  He  obtained  likewife 
fevcnd  coniiderable  privileges  to  the  order  from  the  popes 
Martin  V.  Eugene  IV.  and  John  XXIII.  as  well  as  fTOfld 
Philip  dnke  of  Burgundy^  the  duke  and  duchefs  of  Larrain, 
and  other  crowned  heads,  which  the  reader  may  fee  in  the 
aathors  quoted  in  the  margin  %  ^         ^ 

Hb  was  fucceeded,  with  the  unanimous  confent  of  the  dec  54*  Jol^^ 
•tofs,  hj  JohndeLuJiicy  grand  prior  of  Auvergney  during  his  deLuftic 
iefidence  in  that  priory ;  who  no  fooner  received  the  news  of 
his  cIe£tion,  than  he  ^t  out  for  the  ille  of  Rhodes^  where  he 
was  informed,  by  his  predecefTor's  fpies,  of  the  preparations 
that  were  making  ia  Egypt  againft  the  order,  with  which 
AmuratMi.  the  Turkijb  foltan,  feemed  well  pleafed,  on  ac- 
count of  the  Chrlflian  league  lately  formed  againft  himfelf. 
The  better  to  penetrate  into  his  defigns,  the  new  grand  maf-  ^^J[Sr![^ 
tcr  lent  the  grand  prior  of  Rhodes  on  an  embafFy  to  him,  both  '^'Turks. 
(U)  notify  hi%  ele^ion,  and  tp  renew  the  truce  with  him  ; 
But  could  draw  nothing  from  that  politic  monarch  but  reci- 
procal complimeivts,  in  fuch  general  terms  as  plainly  gave  him 
reafoa  to  judge  that  a  rupture  was  not  far  off.  He  difpatched 
ax  the  fame  time  his  own  nephew,  William  Lujiic^  with  two 

'  Vide  auft.  fupra  citat.  *'  Virtot,  ubi  fup.     Nabi- 

mAT,Privil,  p.  67,  &  fcq. 
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gallics/ to  inform  himfelf  what  wa$  doing  in  Egy^  and  on 
the  coafts  of  Barhary  ;  who  quickly  returned  with  the  d&f- 
agreeable  news,  that  they  would  inftantly  have  the  whole 
force  of  Egypt  armed  againft  them.  The  grand  mafter  there- 
upon loft  no  time  to  equip  eight  of  their  beft  gallies,  and  a 
proportionable  number  of  tranfports  and  other  veflels,  well 
manned  and  armed,  and  to  put  that  and  the  other  iflMMb 
under  his  government  in  the  b6ft  ftate  of  defence  he  could  ^^ 
Al  Dahar     On  the  other  hand,  Al  Dakar ^  with  a  fleet  of  i8  gallics, 
d^fir9y$  one  and  a  good  number  of  other  veflels,  al>peared  on  the  coafU 
$/  their     of  a  Iktle  ifland^  or  rather  rock,  belonging  to  th^  ordcTy 
cafiles,       iituate  at  about  loo  nules  eaft  of  Rhodes^  and  about  two 
or  three  from  the' Lyciun  coaft.     The  Rhodiam  had  built  & 
cafile  upon  it,  from  which  the  ifland  took  the  name  Caftel 
RoJfOi  or  Red  Cqftle  :  this  the  Saracens  took  and   demo- 
Ufhed,  without  any  oppofition  that  we  can  learn ;    and» 
having  made  the  inhabitants  their  prifoners,  faUed  dtre^lj 
for  that  of  Rhodes^  where  they  appeared  on  September  fol- 
lowing.    The  grand  mafter  made  no  fcniple  to  meet  them 
at  fea,  and  to  ofier  them  battle ;  but  they,  furprifed  to  iet 
io  many  (hips  about  him,  which  they  fuppofed  to  have  been 
far  ^enough  ofF  upon  the  cruifc,  inftead  of  accepting  the 
challenge,  retired  into  a  ^creek,  and,  facing  about  with  their 
veflels,  contented  themfelves  with  keeping  them  at  a  diflanoc 
with  the  great  fire  of  their  artillery.     They  continued  can- 
nonading each  other  till  flight,  when  the  Rhodians  returned 
to  their  harbour,  with  a  defign  to  attack  them  On  the  next 
morning,  but,  to  their  furprife,  found  that  they  were  iailed 
a'way  in  the  night.  They  appeared  next  before  that  of  Langa, 
where  the  marefchal,  who  was  ready  to  receive  them,  iailed 
direAIy  againft  them  ;  and,  being  polled  under  the  cannon 
of  the  caftle,  made  them  a  frefti  offer  of  battle;  to  avcnd 
which,  the  enemy  tacked  about,  and  made  for  an  ifland  be- 
longing to  the  Turks,  but  which  was^  almoft  abandoned ; 
a;id,  there  faftening  his  (hipsno  one  another  with  their  prow» 
outwards,  raifed  a  ftrong  battery  upon  them  to  repulfe  the 
Rhodian  ihips,  if  they  offered  to  attack  them;  but  as  neither 
the  fuperionty  of  their  number,  nor  their  ftrong  ntuatioo, 
could  deter  the  marefchal  from  it,  he  only  took  the  precau- 
tion of  planting  his  artillery  upon  fuch  ftat-Bottoms  as  took 
in  the  leaft  water,  and  then  fell  upon  them.     The  attack  was 
very  fierce  on  both  fides,  and  did  not  end  but  with  the  day- 
Js  defeated  Hght  ;  by  v/hich  time  the  enemy  had  loft  abo\'e  700  men^ 
hefore        and.tbc  Jihcdians  only  about  thrcefcbrc;  but  the  inareichxd 
Lango. 

^  Vide  a  uft.  fopra  citat. 
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U  reoetved  no  leTs  than  five  wounds  in  the  a£lion ;  not- 
fithflanding  which,  he  would  have  renewed  the  fight  bj 
the  next  btx»i  of  day/  had  not  a  lowring  ftorm,  which 
fedDcd  to  threaten  him,  obliged  him  to  fail  back  to  Rhodes^  Sails 
wiuch  gave  the  enemy  an  opportunity  of  giving  him  the  away. 
% 

The  foltan,  provoked  at  his  til  fuccefs,  and  forced  to 
ftakeneW-  preparations,  tried  in  the  mean  time  to  amufe  the 
grand  mafter,  who  on  his  fide  loft  no  time  to  fill  his  maga* 
zioes,  fortify  the  ifland,  and  to  fummon  all  the  knights  of  Luftic 
the  order,  that  were  able  to  bear  arms,  to  its  defence.    Hc/ortifiis 
ttewifc  fent  atabafladors  to  moft  courts  in  Europe^  as  well  as  I^J^**^* 
to  that  of  Romef  to  acquaint  them,  that  he  was  on  the  eve 
of  bdng befieged in hiscapital ;  and  that,  if  they  neglefted 
Co  affift  him  at  fucfa  acrifis,  be  and  his  knights  would  have  no 
other  recourfe  left,  but  to  bury  themfelves  under  its  ruins. 
Bat\rhether  thoCc  princes  fufpefled  the  truth,  or  that  their 
teal  for  cruiades  was  quite  extinguiflied,  he  could  obtain 
(tde  el&  from  them  but  fiilnt  promiles  y  (o  that  all  the  fruit 
lie  reaped  from  fo  many  ambaffies,  was  only  a  league  ofien* 
fire  and  defenfive  with  the  Greek  emperor,  John  Paleol^s^ 
vrtich  yet  proved  in  the  end  of  as  little  fervice  as  any  ot  the 
reft,  that  prince's  whole  dominions  being  by  this  time  re- 
duced to  his  bare  metropolif^  and  that  fo  doldy  blocked  i^p 
OQ  all  fides  by  the  Turks,  that  he  had  no  fuccoars  that  he 
coQld  fpare  him  u. 

At  length,  after  fundry  negotiations  and  treaties,  carried 
on  merely  to  gain  time,  the  Egyptian  fleet  appeared  in  full 
light  of  the  ifland,  in  the  month  of  Augitfi,  and  forthwith 
mded  80,000  men,  befides  a  large  body  of  cavalry,  which 
wot  the  choiceft  forces  of  Egypt,  who  all  marched  dire6Uy 
tof  the  capital,  whilft  the  fleet  kept  the  haven  blocked  up^ 
to  prevent  its  receiving  any  fuccours.    All  that  the  writers 
of  this  remarkable  tranfaftion  have  thought  proper  to  tranf- 
lait  to  us  concerning  it,  or  that  could  be  found  in  the  Rhodian 
duncery,  amounts  only  to  this,  that  the  place  was  battered 
vith  a  numerous  artillery,  and  many  fierce  attacks  made 
igunft  it,  in  which  the  befi^ers  were  always  repulfed  with  Dtfiais 
I  treat  lofe ;  and  that  the  Egyptian  general,  having  purfued  the  Sara- 
[ttc  fiege  till  the  greateft  part  of  his  army  was  deftroyed,  ccns^^pr* 
twhimfelf  obliged  to  raife  the  fiege,  and  reimbark  with  the  ^•^^ 
foor  remains  of  it  for  Egypt,  and  to  carry  himfeif  the  news 
tf  tns  ill  faccefs  to  his  mufter. 

«  Vide  aa£t.  fap.  citat. 
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Tms /ignal  advantage  over  thofe  infidels  was  nofoonef 
fpread  in  Europe  by  young  Lujiicy  whom  his  uncle  had  fent 
to  notify  it  to  the  pope,  than  it  procured  a  firefh  reinforce- 
mcnt  of  the  braveft  youths  from  France,  Italy,  Germany,  &c, 
whom  it  had  infpired  with  frcfh  zeal,  and  who  came  in  good 
time  to  enter  .into  the  order,  and  (hare  in  the  glory  of  de- 
fending it.     But  as  this  timely  fupply  of  young  warriors  mnft 
of  courfe  increafe  the  expence  to  the  convent,  the  grand 
mafter  convoked  a  new  chapter  to  meet  at  Rhodes,  on  the 
25th  of  July  next,  in  which,  among  other  things,  it  was 
agreed,  that  the  grand  mafter  might  negotiate  a  peace  with 
Egypt,  which  was  ibon  after  fet  on  foot  by  the  means  of  a 
French  merchant,    named  Jfaques  Cceur,  in  Englijb^  Jamet 
Heart,  a  man  who  carried  on  a  moft  extenfive  commerce, 
TtMCi  con-  ^^  "w^io,  by  his  credit  and  addrefs,  foon  brought  it  to  a 
tiuM.  ^    conclufton ;  but  how,  or  upon  what  terms,  we  are  left  in 
the  dark  ;  only  we  are  told,  that  the  Rhodian  commiflionen; 
upon  their  return  from  Egypt,  brought  away  a  confideraUe 
number  of  Chriflian  flaves,  who  had  been  taken  during  the 
war ;  immediately  after  which,  an  order  was  feilt  to  the 
grand  prior  of  St.  Giles,  and  to  the  grand  receiver  of  P/v- 
vence,  for  the  reimburfement  of  Jmnes  Heart  above-men- 
tionedy  which  bears  date />^r.  8,  1446,  all  the  charges  he 
had  been  at  in  that  negotiation  y^. 
Kich.  V.       This  joy  was  foon  after  difturbed  by  a  fevere  letter  which 
emdemns    he  received  from  pope  Nicholas  V.  in  which  that  pontif  hig|iiy 
hh  mem-    cenfured  the  arbitrary  liberty  he  had  taken  in  augmenting 
i8r«  mi      the  refponfions  of  the  priories  and  commanderies  of  the  or- 
mmtrary.  ^^^  j^j  punifhing  thofe  who  did  not  cdtoply  with  his  ex- 
anions,  which  had  been  reprefented  to  him  as  unjuft,  and 
contrary  to  the  ftatutes  of  it.     Ltijlic  was  no  lefs  nettled  at 
the  calumn/,  and  eaiily  cleared  himfelf  and  his  council,  b] 
fending  him  a  Mr  account  of  the  whole  matter,  iigned 
Bis  wohli   ^  ^^^  members  of  the  chapter ;  and  at  the  fame  time  to  Am 
mmfwer  to  **^^'  ^^  ^*^  ^^^  ^^  ^  frighted  from  his  firm  adherence 
^jgg^         the  ftatutes  by  fuch  mifreprefentations,  earneftly  begged 
his  holinefs  not  to  give  fomuch  credit  to  his  informants, 
ing  their  living  at  fuch  a  diftance  from  Rhodes  (not  only  thai 
they  might  indulge  themfelves  in  a  fhameful  negleft  of  thei 
difcipline»  but,  which  was  ftill  worfe,  to  avoid  the  dangers 
•    which  the  reft  were  obliged  to  expofe  themfelves  againft  A 
powerful  enemies  which  they  had  to  do  with)  made  the 
very  unfit  judges  of  the  exigences  of  the  order  to  fop] 

^  Bosio,  &  a^.  fop.  citat 
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feh  ao  expeofive  war  :  befldes  that  their  non*refidence  gave 

aaiDand  dangerous  example  to  a  great  number  of  others^ 

sad  deprived  the  order  of  their  fervice^  and  induced  them  to 

jvefer  an  idle  and  effeminate  life  to  the  ftrifl  and  religious 

difdpline  which  was  invariably  kept  up  in  the  convent.  The 

cafe,  in  Ihort,  was  fo  fairly  ftated  before  the  pope,  that,  he 

VBs  forced  to  appear  fatisfied,  at  lead  outwardly,  with  it. 

Btttthat  did  not  hinder  thofe  fycophants^  who  had  their 

poverfiil  friends,  not  only  in  the  college  of  cardinals,  but 

even  in  the  grand  mafler's  council,  from  condnuing  in  an 

open  defiance  of  their  flatutes,  and  fomendng  a  kind  of 

a&archy  among  their  brethren,  not  only  at  Rome,  but  in 

fatral  other  parts  of  Europe,    To  fupprefs  fo  ftrange.an  The  grand 

d»fc,  the  general  council  faw  themfelves  obliged  to  have  mafier  rf* 

itoonrfe  to  as  flrange  an  expedient,  and  fuch  a  one  as  wottld,-/*'''^'^ 

npoo  any  lefs  emergency,  have  been  thought  not  only  incon--/*^**"* 

Ment  with,  but  dangerous  to,  fuch  a  republican  govern- 1*^^' 

acat  as  theirs  was,  viz*  to  inveft  the  grand  mafter  with  a 

kiDd  (£  diAatorial  power,  by  putdng  the  fovereign  autho* 

rity,  and  the  difpofidon  of  the  finances  of  the  whole  order, 

{bUy  into  jiis  hands  '. 

LusTic,  however,  did  all  that  lay  in  his  power  to  dlf>  Accepts  of 
finde  them  from  it,  alleging  fomedmes  its  being  contrary  to  //  onfimi 
thdr  inftitution,  and  at  others  his  extreme  old  age,  and  it  conditioium 
VIS  not  without  great  difficulty  that  he  was  prevailed  upon 
ID  accept  of  it ;  and  with  this  provifo,  moreover,  that  this 
dnoge  ihould  laft  no  longer  than  three  years^  at  the  expira- 
tion of  which  the  council  ihould  refume  its  priftine  autho- 
rity.   This  expedient  foon  produced  a  good  efieft  through 
die  order,  and  a  prompt  payment  of  all  the  arrears,  a  renew- 
iog  of  the  ancient  difcipline,  and  many  other  whblfome  re- 
gdatioQs,  which  we  have  no  time  to  enumerate.     After  this,  Rmnvs 
he  feat  an  ambaflfy  to  Amurat  IL  who,  as  we  hinted  a  little  tbt  truce 
k^bcr,  had  refufed  to  explain  himfelf  to  his  former  ambaf-  'with  the 
Wots  about  renewing  the  truce  ;  -but  being  now  threatened  Turks, 
fcy  the  powerful  league  in  which  the  ktng  of  Hungary,  the 
^ffois  of  Tranfylvania  and  Walachia,  and,  above  all,  the 
^tScanderbeg,  king  of  Albania,  were  ftriftly  joined  with 
the  fophi  of.  Perjia  againft  him,  he  gladly  accepted  the  offer : 
^  giad  be  well  might  be  that  the  order  did  not  join  in 
that  powerful  league,  feeing  his  ill  fuccefs  againft  it  fhort- 
caed  his  days  fo  foon  after.     His  fucceflbr  Mohammed  II. 
Ihewedno  lefs  readinefs  to  do  the  fame ;  and,  though  wit^ 
^  different  views,  yet  was  glad  to  continue  at  peace  with 

*  Bosio,  BiiVDOiNy  Davity,  Vertot,  k  al. 
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Shodest  tUi  be  could  bring  his  perfidious  prcjeft^  to  matir* 
11  ty,  and  gladly  renewed  the  truce  with  Zinotf  whowa^  liear 
by  the  grand  mafter  to  compliment  him  on  his  iucceffioo  to 
the  Othman  throne*     At  tne  conqueft  of  CMft^ntinqplif  c£ 
which  a  full  account  hath  been  formerly  given,  ttus  prooit 
Moham-  conqueror  became  fo  elated,  that,  without  aiiiy  regard  to  his 
medV       ^^^^  engagements,  he  feat  an  ambaflador,  or  more  properly 
haughty     a  herald,  to  RboJes,  to  demand  of  the  grand  mailer  to  #&• 
fiiTTtmns     knowlege  him  as  his  fovereign,  and  to  pay  into  kis  trcafurf 
to  the      the  annual  tribute  of  :^ooo  ducata,  and,  in  cafe  of  refufal,  to 
grandmaf'.^^x^xt  war  agaiuft  him  in  his  name •• 
^^^-  To  this  haughty  demand*  the  no  lefs  brave  than  prndem 

Hii  noile  Ltiftic  aofwcred,  that  the  order,  at  whole  h^d  he  was,  be» 
^/wir.     ing  a  religious  one,  which  acknowleged  no  odier  fupcm 
but  the  pope  of  Rome,  and  the  dty  and  ifle  of  Rhodes^  ia 
which  he  coihmanded,  having  been  purcha&d  by  his  predot 
ceflbrs  with  valour,  and  the  lives  of  fo  many  noble  kivghts, 
he  was  ready  to  facrifice  his  life,  rather  than  betray  the  pri* 
yileges  and  independency  of  his  order,  with  which  he  had 
been  entrufted  at  his  ele6Uon.    At  the  fame  time,  as  hf 
rightly  judged  that  his  anfwer  would  be  foon  followed  Iqp 
a  dangerous  war,  he  had  immediately  recourfe  ta  the  pope 
and  European  princes  for  a  fpeedy  aiEflaace,  and  di^tchfd 
the  commander  Aubufton,  a  per^n  every  way  qualiiBed  (dt 
fuch  an  important  commiifion,  into  Franee  and  Ifafyy  to  laate 
the  qioft  prefilng  inAances  for  it. 
His  death.      In  the  mean  time  the  grand  mafter,  quite  worn  out  wiili 
1454.    old  age  and  fatigues,  departed  this  life  on  the  ipthof  iMd/, 
in  the  17th  year  of  his  government,  and  was  fucceededby 
^.  James  Coubert.  or  James  de  Milfy,  on  the  i  ft  of  June,   wbilfi  kt 
ipMilly.  was  reiiding  in  his /grand  priory  of  Awergne;  and  iriw 
made  fuch  timely  difp^tch,  that  he  arrived  ufely  at  Rhodes 
on  the  2Qth  of  Augufi  following,  though .  not  before  tbe 
order  had  felt  the  Hrft  effcAs  of  Mohammed'^  refentmcnt 
who,  impatient  to  be  ri^venged  of  an  ordftr  which  he  detefed 
above  all  his  other  enemies,  had,  already  fent  a  fleet  of  tkirty 
Jpewer*  gallies  to  ravage  all  their  coafts.     But  wliilft  he  was  maldq[ 
/ul  league  the  moft  efie<Ehial^  preparations  to  extirpate  their  ^rj  naoM, 
Againfi  the  a  powerful  league  was  forming  againft  him  in  EtsropCf  of 
Joltan.       which  Califtm  UL  had  declared  himfelf  the  head,  aad  bud 
gradually  brought  into  21  the  kings  of  Hungary  and  Jrro' 
goriy  the   duke  of  Bssrgundyy   the  republics  di  GetiM  and 
Ifemce^  and.  {bmc  other  princes  of  Italy,  and,  laftofallvtbe 
flew  grand  mafter  of  Rhodes ;  whilft  Charles  VII.  of  EratKei 

•  Bosio,  BAxrpoiir,  VBaTor,  ^  al.  fup.  citat. 
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triw^TO  in  nocoadidoci  to  join  in  it,  contented  hiiftfelf  Widi 

vatfiBottii^  coofiderable  fnais  tp  Rhiti  tx  the  ufe  of  the 

ffdcTr  by  tbdr  ambaflador  de  Aubuffaii  ^.    This  grand  coii^ 

Moiicy  qBiddy<  obliged  the  foltan  to  fufpend  his  preparai'- 

Am  agai&ft  the  RhocSanSp  and  to  tarn  his  arms  another  way. 

We  nesd  not  itpesat  here  the  mortifying  repnlfe  which  he 

SKt  with  before  B^lgradty  from  the  renowned  Hungarian 

ki^^  fiace  the  reader  may  fee  a  full  account  of  it  in  a  for- 

ms  fehime  ;  the  refsk  of  which  was»  tliat^  being  more  eX" 

•Tpoated  igainft  ihem  than  ever,  for  havii^  taken  the  ad- 

faa^ge  of  his  abience  to  ravage  the  ooofts  of  his  dominions^ 

Uock  up  ieveral  of  lus  fea^ports,  and  do  him  very  confider- 

abk  damages  both  by  fea  and  land,  he  immediately  equipped  Mohara- 

a  pQverfal  fleet,  with  above  x  8,000  land*forces  on  board,  mtA  turns 

with.ofdera  to  go  and  carry  fire  and  fvtrord  into  all  the  disarms 

iflaals  belottg^  to  the  order  <*.  ^ainft 

TuasR  made  thor  firft  defcent  accordingly  on  the  iile  of  ^^^^^' 
fitf  or  Langa^  and  raifed  their  ifarong  batteries  againft  its 
aAle»  whecc  having  made  what  they  thovgbt  a  fufEeiefit 
kcseh>  they  mounted  it  with :  their  ufnal  eagernels,    not 
4onbtiog  of  carrying  the  i^c  with  eafe.    They  met,  how*  l>tf*at€d 
eier,  with  fuch  an  unexpe£led  oppofiti<Hi  from  the  bdieged,  inQo\ani 
ttd  were  fo  terrU)]y  annoyed  in  the  attack,  from  the  huge  Si°>i^ 
ftoaes,  txHling  oil,  aod|  melted  lead,  which  came  pouring 
apoa  .them,  as  fooa  forced  them  to  abandon  it ;  and,  being 
dofely  purfaed  by  a  timely  fally,  were  glad  to  gain  their 
ilaps  with  greater  precipitation  than  they  had  landed  out  of 
theai*    Their  next  attempt  was  j^pdnft  that  of  Smia^  for- 
merly defcribcd,  where  they  undermined  the  caftie  with  a 
defign  to  blow  it  np;  but  their  projeft  was  difirovered  time 
eaoi^  to  be  prevented  by  a  countermine  from  within,  in 
vkfcb  the  Rhodtanu  cut  in  pieces  both  the  miners  and  ail  the 
fcfces  that  were  cnrdered  to  fupport  them.    The  reft,  having 
rwovered  their  iiUpSy  failed  direAly  for  Rhodes^  and  there 
haded  a  few  foroes  to  reconiKxtre  the  iflaud.     Thefe,  find- 
iig  all-  thing?  quiet,  advanced  to  a  populous  town,  but 
^^^y  guarded,  named  Archangel,  of  which  they  gave  no- 
^t»  their  admiral,  who  immediately  put  a  fu/Hcient  num- 
ber of  his  forces  in  iat*bottomed  boats,  who  furprifed  the 
yhee,.  killed  all  that  made  head  agamft  them,  and  carried 
«ff  the  greateft  part  of  the  reft  prifoners.     In  their  retreat  Ravages 
they  committed  much  the  feme  ravages  in  thofe  of  Lerro,  the  reft  of 
^alamo,  Nizarsy  and  LangOy  where  they  likewife  deftroycd  the  ijlands. 

^  Bosio,  &  al.  &p.  d(at«  ^  Bosro,  Ba^doix,  Ver- 
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moftof  the  ▼ioes  and  fruit-trees,  made  a  great  number,  of . 

prifoaers,  and  returned  to  Conftantinople.  The  worft  C9 . 
nifiltan  it  was»  that  the  Turkijb  folun  gave  no'other  chance  to  thol^ 
forcii  tbi  unhappy  captives,  but  either  to  be  butchered  upon  the  fpo^ 
€apti<utsto  Qf  iQ  XMTTL  Mohammedans f  the  greateft  part  of  Vfhom,  bdi^ 
iurn  Mo-  y^^^  enough  to  chufe  the  latter,  became  in  time  the  mcft 
hammed,  pernicious  guides  to  the  Turti/b  corfairs  % 
^^^'  This  fad  difaft^,  which  had  in  a  great  meafure  depCH 


pnlated  thofe  iflands,  obliged  thofe  knights  who  were 
trufted  with  the  government,  not  only  to  have  them  better 
guarded  for  the  future,  but  to  admenifli  thdr  fre/h  coloniet 
to  keep  the  fortifications  in  better  repair,  and  to  add  ne# 
ones  to  them,  particularly  to  the  unhappy  town  of  Arck^ 
angel,  fuch  piecautions  bong  become  u>  much  more  nece(^ 
iary  at  this  time,  not  only  on  account  of  their  war  with  the 
Turkijb  foltan,  but  as  they  found  themfelves  upon  the  eve  of 
a  new  one  with  that  of  Egypt ^  an  enemy  no  lefs  powerful 
and  irreconcileable  to  their  acic£  than  the  haughty  IMiom* 
med.    Before  they  could  be  well  prepared  againft  thofe  two 
powers,  they  faw  themfelves  invaded  by  a  third,  on  account 
of  the  proteffion  which  the  grand  matter  had  given  to  tlie 
lawful  queen  of  Cyprus  againft  the  baftard  Lufignan,  whom 
both  Mohammed  and  the  Egyptian   foltan  had  fet  on  the 
throne  out  of  hatre^  to  all  the  Latins.     The  latter  of  thefe 
had  moreover,  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations,  arrcfte^  the 
Rhodian  ambailador,  and  feized  all  the  veflels  belonging  to 
the  order,  on  the  very  fame  account,  whilft  Mohavmed  re- 
fufed  all  oyertures  of  peace  with  Rhodes^  from  the  fame  re^ 
fentment. 
Rhodes         In  this  difinal  Situation  the  grand  mafter  was,  when  the 
imvadidhy  Venetians  (who  had  obliged  the  baftard  above-mentioned  to 
the  Vent-  marry  one  of  the  fenator's  daughters,  and  foon  after,  as  is 
nans.        commonly  fuppofed,  caufed  him  to  be  taken  olF,  that  they 
might  govern  the  ifland  in  his  widow's  name)  made  a  power- 
ful defcent  into,  and  ravaged,  the  ifland  of  Rhodes,  in  a 
more  dreadful  manner  than  ever  the  Turks  or  Saracens  had 
done ;  foon  after  which,  they  came  with  a  fleet  of  40  ga}« 
lies,  and  blocked  up  the  port,  and  threatened  the  city  with 
nt  rrand^  ^*^8^  *•    Their  pretence,  however,  for  this  rupture,  was  in 
mitftir  the  p^^  given  by  the  grand  mafter,  who,  by  way  of  reprifab  for 
occafien  of  the  retention  of  his  ambaflador  by  th^  Saracens,  had  ordered 
rV.  two  rich  Venetian  gallies,  freighted  with  merchandizes  for 

Egypt,  to  be  feized,  the  goods  to  be  confifcated,  the  Sara^ 

'  Bono,  BAVooiMtVBaTOT,  ^aLnbifiip.  k  Vide 
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Mf  to  be  made  flaves»  and  the  Venetians  that  were  in  them 
ftietoni  home ;  fo  that  this  fecond  fleet  v^s  fent  to  demand 
t  reffitutioa  of  all  thefe,  threatening,  in  cafe  of  refufal,  to 
mage  all  the  iflands  belonging  to  the  order.     In  this  di- 
kaffla,  Ibme  haughty  fpitits  in  the  Rhodian  council  were  for 
igefting  the  Venetian  demands  with  fcom ;  but  the  g/and 
nafler^  who  fbre&w  the  dreadful  confequences  of  fuch  a 
ilq>y  chofe  rather  to  fubmit  to  the  reftitution,  than  hazard 
the  lois  of  fo  many  fubjeAs  at  fuch  a  critical  jun^ure  ^ ;  for, 
bdides  their  having  fo  many  powerful  enemies  ready  to  fall 
Bpon  them  from  without,  their  condition  was  not  much  more 
promifing  within.     The  partiality  of  fo  many  French  grand 
nafterSy  who  had  lately  fucceeded  one  another,  and  bellowed  NiwfeU$ 
the  greateft  priories  and  commandries  on  thofe  of  their  own  '*  '^. 
nation,  to  the  prejudice  of  thofe  of  the  other  tongues  who  ^*««'»^ 
daimel  an  equal  right  to  them,  had  kindled  a  kind  of  civil 
mu-  in  their  own  council ;  infomuch  that  they  feldom  met  to 
deliberate  on  the  moft  important  exigences  of  the  order,, but 
thdr  debates  were  immediately  difturbed  and  foured  with 
.oofflplaints.     Thefe  malecontents,  as  the  French  writers  (Hie 
tbem'^,  went  fo  far,  that  the  procurator  for  the  tongue  of 
Artdgm  threw  down  an  aA  of  appeal  at  the  grand  mafbr's 
ieet,  and  in  an  abrupt  manner  retired  with  the  reft  not  only 
OQt  of  the  council,  but  out  of  the  city.    The  grand  mafter 
left  no  means  or  promifes  untried  to  allay  this  ftorm,  and,  SufpreffU 
by  his  lenity,  and  addrefs,  brought  the  greater  part  into  a  ^^^ 
better  temper ;  which  did  not  laft  long,  as  we  fhall  foon  fee.  i^^^  ^ 
He  died  foon  after  of  the  gout,  on  the  17th  of  Auguft^  in  ^^T* . 
the  e^hth  year  of  his  government,  foon  after  whofe  demife    "  ^^^ 
the  fame  complaints  were  revived  again ».  ^    ' 

Hb  was  fucceeded  by  Raymund  Zaco/ia,  commonly  called  36.  Ray- 
^iffer,  a  native  of  Cqftile,  and  cafteilan  of  the  impoAs  ;  mundZa- 
iwQ  after  whofe  election  the  chapter  fell  upon  an  efleftu^  cofta. 
apedient  to  extingui(h  the  flame,  which  began  to  blaze 
wih  by  the  creation  o(  a  new  tongue  in  the  order,  in 
6?0Dr  of  the  Cqfiilians  and  Portuguefey  who  became  by  it 
feparatcd  from  the  Catalans  and  Navarre/e,  fix>m  which  time 
the  order  came  to  confift  of  eight  tongues,  and  a  more  equal 
balance  was  eftabliflied  in  it  between  thofe  emulous  nations,  j  trua 
ICatters  were  no  fooner  compromifed  at  Rhodes ,  than  the  grand  lAiitb  the 
mafter  was  furprifed  with  an  overture  of  peace  from  the  Turks.    ' 
proud  Mohammed^  who  had  fo  fcornfully  rejeAed  all  the  pa- 
cific  offers  of  his  predcceflbrs,  upon  any  terms  but  thofe  of 

'  B0810,  Bau]>oin,,Vertot,  U  al.  ubi  fop         ^  See  Vcr- 
TOT,ioin.  ill.  1.  vii,  p.  25,  &  feq.  ^  lid.  ibid. 
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/  his  becoming  his  vaflSd  and  tributary.  His  fufpicioits  cf  tfar^ 
treacherous  monarch,  one  may  eafily  beliere,  rather 
mented  his  fears^  than  gave  him  any  hopes  of  fnoceedKng 
that  negotiation ;  yet,  as  he  dared  ndt  openijr  refjofe  (vA 
ofier,  he  fent  one  of  his  chief  cominanders  td  Gm^hmtinopli:^ 
attended  with  two  Greeks y  natires  of  Jk^ddes,  who  fbond-lte 
TorU  ready  to  agree  to  any  adiicabie  terms,  without  infift*'^ 
ing  on  his  former  irkfom^  conditibhs?  fo  that  a  tmce 
quickly  concluded  With  it,  though  without  thefa-  beth^ 
however  to  penetrate  into  the  Tecret  views  6f  the  iUttit. 
They  did  not  continue  long  a  fecret,  before  his  conqticft  nC 
Paphla^onia  and  th^  empire  of  Trapezondy  of  which  t9|e 
have  formerly  given  an  account ",  opened  the  eyes  erf  all 
Chriftendom. 

The  grand  mafter  loft  not  the  advantage  of  this  fliort 
truce,  but  caufed  a  tery  Aout  c^ftle  to^  be  baiit  for  the  dcK 
fence  of  the  capital.    The  ground  he  chofe  to  ered  it  upon 
was  a  folid  rock,  jetting  out  imo  the  fea;  nb  ooft  cn*  Istbdor 
was  fpared  to  make  it  Sh>ng  and  iaiting ;  snd^  as  the  didab 
of  Burgundy  had  contributed  a  confid^rable  fum  torwards  tt^ 
his  ^ms  were  ordered  to  be  fixed  upoa  tfate  waHs,  ivhidl* 
inclofmg  a  tittle  chapel  dedicated  to  St.  Nicholas^  occafianed 
7hr9  hfiR  ^  fortrefs  to  be  csiiltA  by  that  name.    All  thb  wMle  tH^ 
/i>f  Rhodi-  triice  did  not  hinder  the  Turkijb  corfiiirs  from  maddng  fire> 
9Xi  cvafit.  quent  defcents  upon  the  iflands,  and  frizing  as  prizes  all  tiib 
Rgprifali    fliips  they  met  with  belonging  to  the  order.    This  obliged 
made  en    the  gra^d  mufter  to  fend  his  gailies  out  to  make  reprKah  upob 
them.         them;  at  which  the  proud  fdtan  was  fo exafperated,  that 
he  from  tlut  hour  refolvcd  to  drive  them  nor  ont  cf  that 
illand  only,  but,  if  poflibic,  out  di  Afia^    He  began  with  an 
arrempt  upon  Lemnos^   and  other  ifles  of  the  Archipelago, 
to  prevent  their  receiving  any  fuccour  from  them  ;  but  the 
gF^nd  mafter  took  Care  beforehand  to  fend  a  good  number  of 
his  knights  into  that  illand,  which  caufed  the  iiege  to  be 
more  difficult  and  obftinate,    and  the  efPufion  of  bl^ood 
greater  than  it  might  othcrwife  have  been  on  both  fides. 
Oudty  of  We  have  already  given  an  accoimt  of  this  fiege,  and  of  the 
thefoltan  fed  catuftrophe  of  the  two  Gattihifto'Sy  who,  though  fuffi- 
to  the        dently  acquainted  with  that  monarches  perfidy,  yet  deliv^ered 
knight sy     up  the  place,  Oft  the  promife  of  an  equivalent  fronr  his  no 
^ter  htj    jgj^  faithlefs  vizier,  and*  became  the  unhappy  viftims  of  then- 
Lcm^  ^-^  fatal  credulity.    It  fared  ftiU  worfe  with  the  Rhodian  knight^ 
emn  s.    ^j^^  furrendered  on  the  fame  terms,  whom  the  tyrant,  con- 
trary to  all  faith  and  humanity,  caufed  to  be  (awn  in  twq 
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fttthead  to  foot,  ajid  their  bodies  to  be  thrown  to  the  dogs, 
^-s  amdearneft  of  what  the  reft  of  the  order  muft  expeft 

The  grand  mafler  failed  not  to  Interpret  it  in  that  fenfe  ;    « 
'pi  ft)  mrd  againft  the  efiefts  of  his  fury  betimes,  convened 
i  ^eKral  ^conncil  at  RhodeSy  ordering  all  the  knights  to  be 
fptfeot  at  it,  and  the  arrears  of  all  the  refponflons  to  be 
fathwith  tranfmitted  to  the  treafnry.    But  whilft  he  was 
lAing  thde  and  other  neceflary  precautions  for  their  fafetj 
ad  *honoinr,  many  of  the  priors  and  commanders  in  Itafy 
vd  Arragm^  to  dude  his  juft  demands  upon  fhem,  began 
ID  make  loud  complaints  againfl  him,  ibme  pretending  that 
feeuAed  of  them  much  more  than  he  ought,  others  that 
Ib  aid  age  and  pniiUanimity  made  him  look  upon  every  pufT 
tf  wind  that  blew  from  the  Turkijb  dominions  as  the  moft 
iodful  and  deftruflive  hurricanes.     Thefe  complaints  were  7^  ^r^mi 
itkflgth  laid  before  pope  Paul  11.  with  whom  the  king  oimaftir 
irr^gon  found  intereft  enough  to  perfuade  him  to  {{kmrnonfimmoned 
the  grand  chapter  to  afiemble  at  Rome,  and  Zacofta  to  appear  to  Rome. 
Acre,  toanfwer  to  fuch  accufations  as  (hould  be.  preferred 
^faaSi  him.     The  chief  cauTe  of  grudge  of  the  j4rragonian 
fkmarch  againU  him  was,  that  he  had,  after  his  eleAion, 
tjfropriated  the  grand  cafteilanery  of  the  impoHs,  one  of 
thericheft  pofts  in  the  whole  orderv  next  to.  the  grand  ma(- 
(erfliip,  to  himfdf.     Other  princes  had  their  own  particular 
views  ifor  defiriag  that  he  (hould  be  ordered  to  appear  at 
imt^  though  it  was  in  fafl  delivering  up  that  worthy  grand 
mailer  mto  the  hands  of  his  mod  inveterate  enemies,  againft 
whkh  he  might  moreover  have  objefted  his  extreme  old  age, 
and  ht5  obligation  to  defend  the  ifland  of  Rhodes  in  perfon. 
Bot  that  venerable  old  gentleman,  who  preferred  the  clear-  Cltan 
log  of  his  own  innocence  to  all  other  confiderations,  having  h'mjelf. 
obeyed  the  fiimmons,  i::^  clearly  retorted  all  thofe  unjuft  al- 
Iqatbns  againfV  the  authors  of  them  (by  ihewing,  on  the 
OQc  hand,    that  the  exaiflions  charged  upon  him  had  no 
other  foundation  than  the  luxury  and  extravagance  of  thofe 
vhQ  urged  them  againft  him ;  and,  on  the  other,  that  he  had 
Ytudoed  his  caftdlanery  not  for  his  own  benefit,  but  to  de- 
fciy  the  charges  of  building  the  fortrefs  of  St.  Nicholas^ 
which  he  was  ready  now  to  iurrender  to  the  order)  that  all 
his  adverfaries  were  put  to  filence,  and  the  pope  himfelf  was 
quite  afliamed  of  having  givai  fo  much  credit  to  them.     To 
make  him  the  ampleft  amends  he  covld,  he  not  only  (hewed 
ium  the  moft  finguiur  marks  of  his  efteem  and  intire  (ktif- 
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faftion,  bat  coofirmed  the  feveral  regulaiions  which 
made  by  that  chapter,  efpecially  agalDft  all  thofe  rcfi 
recufaots  who  had  caufed  him  and  them  fo  much  tro 
and  fatigue.  Zacqfta  was  making  himfelf  ready  for  bis  cct* 
tnra  to  his  governmeot,  highly  fatisfied  with  the  turn  wfai^' 
his  obedience  had  taken  in  his  favour,  when  he  wasfozd 
rji^«/i&.with  a  violent  pleurefy,  which  carried  him  off  on  theaii| 
1467.  of  February^  in  the  6th  year  of  his  grand  mallerihip.  Tljii 
pope,  to  ihew  his  great  regard  for  him  to  the  laft,  onkrjfcj 
him  to  be  interred  in  the  Bafilica  of  St.  Petert^  with^i 
greateft  folemnity  *> ;  after  which  the  chapter  proceeded  ii||*i 
mediately  upoa  a  new  ele£^ion.  .  •: 

37.  John  The  choice  fell,  by  the  majority  of  one  iingle  vote^  eft; 
JBaptift  dcjohn  Baptifta  de  Urfini^  then  grand  prior  of  Rome^  in  jm 
Urfini.  ference  to  Raymund  Riccardy  of  the  tongue  of  Provence^  aqjij 
grand  prior  of  St.  Giles ^  and  moft  probably  by  the  influeoj^ 
of  the  pope  over  fome  of  the  eledlors,  which  might  perh 
have  been  much  lefs  any- where  but  ziRomc,  However 
be,  the  new  grand  mailer,  knowing  how  neceflary  the  Turi 
Ibltan's  progrefs  made  his  prefence  at  Rhodes^  not  00^ 
haded  thither  himfelf,  but  ordered,  by  a  particular  fan^j 
mons,  all  the  braved  knights  of  the  order  to  repair  thidu^l 
ctpecially  thofe  of  each  tongue  who  were  the  mod  experieooe4| 
in  martial  affairs.  Upon  his  arrival,  he  gave  the  fuptff 
intendency  of  all  the  fortifications  to  Peter  iAvbvfftmy  one  il 
the  nod  experienced  commanders,  and  the  bed  ddlledaii 
military  architedlurc  of  the  whole  order,  who  immediately 
fet  about  furrounding  the  city  with  a  latger  and  deeper  ditd;^ 
and  fortifying  that  part  of  it  which  lay  towards  the  wa^ 
ter  fide  with  a  dout  wall,  1 00  fathoms  long,  fix  in  height; 
and  one  In  thicknefs.  Thcfe  new  fortifications,  and  thofe 
which  bad  been  made  under  the  two  lad  grand  madersat  the 
cadles  of  Archangch  and  St.  Nicholas  in  the  ifle  of  Rhodes^ 
together  with  thofe  of  Undo^  Seraglea,  Villa  Nova^  Car 
tanda^  Tiranda^  and  others  in  the  other  iflands,  and  fitoaK 
at  proper  didances  for  the  inhabitants  to  flielter  themielves 
and  their  efFeAs  againd  the  Turks^  corCiirs,  and  other  io^ 
vaders,  proved  of  very  Angular  ufe  at  this  junflure,  in  which 
Mohammed^  tho'  hindered  by  flcknefs,  and  the  then  raging 
plague,  had  equipped  30  dout  gallies,  filled  with  land  forces, 
with  orders  to  make  defcents  upon  thofe  iflands,  where  they 
found  them  eafied  of  accefs,  an4  to  put  all  to  fire  apd  fword ; 
for  by  that  means  the  inhabitants,  flieltering  themfdves  in^ 
thofe  cadles,   gave  the  invaders  an  opportunity  of  landing 
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:  tiAr  troops  ivbere-cver  they  found  a  convenient  place,  vfaUft 
i^Rhodian  cayalry,  being  advantageouflydifpoTed  in  diiUnft 
ttfies^  fell  upon  them  fo  faddenly»  that  few  of  them  could  ThtT\iA% 
yigaia  their  (hips,  and  the  reft  \vere  all  put  to  the  fword,  or  ieftaui* 

I'pide  prifoners. 

'  Thksb  ill  faccefles  fSuIed  not  to  roufe  the  foltan's  fury  to 
a  higher  degree,  vho  ordered  immediately  a  powerful  ar* 

'jhament  to  be  got  ready,  without  giving  the  leaft  hint 
"ifere  he  defigned  to  £dl.    However,  as  it  was  eafy  to  guefs 

^othe  defigned  it  either  againft  the  ifland  of  Euhea  or 
Moirxy  the  Venetians 9  who  were  mafters  of  the  former,  loft 
10  time  to  negotiate  an  alliance  ofTenfive  and  defeniive  agauift 
Urn,  The  grand  mafter  at  firft  gladly  accepted  the  offer ; 
fcat,  upon  finding  that  they  had  glided  a  claufe  into  the  pre- 
tsdnaries,  importing  that  the  order  fliould  fubmit  themfelves 
Id  didr  proteAion,  and  not  have  power  to  undertake  any 
Aiiig  for  the  future  without  thdr  leave,  fome  fay  without 
Aeir  order,  he  rejeAed  the  propofal  udth  that  indignation 
which  fuch  an  cnfnaring  league  juftly  deferved  ;  yet  did  not 
dib  mean  piece  of  artifice  prevent  his  fending  them  a  fpeedy 
faccour,  when  he  heard  that  Eubtea  was  r^ly  invaded  by 
ibe  feltan,  and  the  capital  of  it  befieged  by  him.  This  aid 
coofiflod  of  a  number  of  gallies  commanded  by  Cardom^  an 
oU  experienced  knight  of  the  order,  and  the  famed  JtAw- 
A||^  no  lefs  expert  m  whatever  related  to  the  attack  or 
defence  of  a  place. 

Wb  Ihsll  not  here  repeat  what  has  been  faid  elfewhere 
tooocrniDg  the  fuccefs  of  this  expedition  ^  much  lefs  the 
tmcher^  and  cruelty  which  the  tyrant  exerdfed  on  all  that 
fcll  into  his  hands ;  what  moft  principally  relates  to  our  pre* 
fait  Rbodian  hiftory  is,  that  Mohammed^  having  obferved  the 
gdlies  of  the  order  among  thofe  of  the  Vemtians^  difpatched 
immediately  an  herald  to  declare  war  againft  them,  with  the 
Boft  dreadful  imprecations  on  himfelf  if  he  did  not  kill  the 
gnnd  mafter,  and  exterminate  all  the  knights  that  fell  into 
\a&  hands  '•  But  nether  did  ^thefe  threats  deter  the  grand 
Bttfler  from  jdning  the  Venetians  in  fbme  expeditions  againft 
lum,  of  which  we  have  already  given  an  account,  particu- 
brly  that  againft  v^/fo&i,  formerly  mentioned,  malting  prizes 
of  all  the  Turkijb  corfairs  that  haunted  the  Rhodian  coafts. 

The  Rhodian  gallies  were  hardly  returned  from  ravaging  AnatiAaIfy 
AtaSa,  when  the  grand  mafbr  recdved  a  pompous  ambafly/rtfM  Per- 
from  ^Haffan  Caffany  king  of  Perfia^  who  was  now  entered  ^^arri'vei^ 
mto  a  new  league  with  rfie  Chriftian  princes  againft  Mobam-  «^Rhodcs. 
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fned^  ts  he  had  done  before  more  than  oDce.    Th^Venetiam^i 
after  the  tofs  of  Eutc^a,  were  the  firft  prcjeAors  of  it,  and 
bad  engaged  in  it  pope  Paul  11.  the  kt^gs  jof  Jrragon  tad 
Naples,  the  repablic  of  Oenoa^  and  the  knighu  of  Rkode^ 
and,  laft  of  all,  the  Perfian  monarch,  whofe  ambadSukr  ma 
received  with  the  ntmoft  magnificence.    The  occafion  of 
this  embofly  was,  to  nodfyhis  aq^effion  to  the  league  agaiafr 
him,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  acquaint  the  grand  maflor,  at 
well  as  the  other  chie6  of  it,  that  he  had  taken  the  important 
fortrefe  of  Torato  in  Leffir  Jrmerua  from  the  TuHu^  zaA  wai 
fully  determined  to  purfne  the  war  againft  them*     Bot  thrt 
though  the  Perjian  troops  were  invincible,  their  cavalry  the 
ineft  and  beft  in  all  the  world,  and  he  ndther  wanted  am 
or  hories,  lances,  fcymitars,  or  other  miffile  weapons,  yet 
the  Me  of  fire-arms  being  ftUl  unknown  in  his  dominions,  hi 
made  it  his  earneft  requeft  to  aK  his  new  allies  to  affiA  hisi 
with  fome  of  their  beA  .founders,  andexperteft  canaonecfS 
againft  the  common  enemy.    The  grand  niafter  not  only  pnx 
imfed  the  ambaflador  to  comply,  oa  his  part,  "mth  his  aM^ 
ter*s  defire,  but  gave  him  a  fight  of  aU  his  bud  and  fcs 
C(M*ces  ranged  in  battle  array,  and  performing  ali  the  varkMiS 
evolutions  and  movements  which  are  ufed  in  a  real  fight  | 
and  afligned  YAm  a  fctuadron  of  12  of  his  gallics  to  condnA 
him  to  Venice^  where  the  league  was  to  be,  Md  was  accord^ 
}Rgly>  concluded.    At  his  return^  that  republic  took  caie  t» 
have  him  furnifhed  with  a  good  number  of  Ae  beft  founder^ 
gunfiniths,  armourers,  and  other  workmen,  by  whom  that 
kingdom  was  quickly  after  fupfrfied  with  complete  trains  of 
artillery,  and  an  infinite  quantity  of  other  arms*. 
Moham-       This  ambail^,  however,  brought  the  whole  wei^lit  of 
mtA turns  tbe  war  upon  the  Perjian  monarch ;  and  MtAaxnmtiy  having 
bis  arm     xxxeA.  in  vain,  by  fair  means  and  menaces,  to  make  htm  re* 
*^«"t/?       nounce  his  alliance  with  the  Chriftian  powers,  turned  all  Iw 
rcr  la.       forces  againft  him,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  gave  the  reft  rf 
the  league  leifure  to  breathe,  and  fufpended  the  Tifr4^ 
foltan*s  defign  againft  the  iHe  of  Rhodes^  long  enou^  to 
give  the  grand  mafter  opportunity  to  make  all  proper  fxt- 
parations  againft  him.    The  firft  thing  he  did,  was,  to  order 
every  place  in  it,  and  all  the  other  iOands,  to  be  examined 
by  proper  persons,  and  to  have  every  one  put  in  the  beft 
ftate  of  defence.     He  next  convened  a  general  chapter,  for 
the  reviving  of  the  ancient  difcipline,  fummoniDg  the  pay- 
ment of  arrears,  and  the  abfent  knights  to  the  convent.  The 
great  comnun  Jer  idttkuff^n^  now  become  grand  prior  of 
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hotrgniy  propofed  fandrj  additional  fortifications  to  the  old  \ 

|R5 ;  wkich  ^ere  accordingly  fet  about  under  his  direAion^ 
fffticnfau-ly  two  towers  on  the  fea  (hore  towards  Simonia, 
lad  a  third  towards  the  little  town  of  St.  Martha. 

All  this  while  the  grand  mafter  had  languUhed  near  a  Death  of 
)ttronder  a  fcvere  difeafe,  and^other  infirmities  of  old  zgCffh^gnoid 
ikkh  ended  nt  length  in  a  violent  dropfy,  and  carried  him  ''»^fA^'*« 
tf  on  the  8th  of  jfune^  in  the  ninth  year  of  his  grand  maf-     ■47»- 
1BrihIp^ 

'  Hb  ^ras  facceeded,  with  the  unanimous  votes  of  the  chap*  ^s,  Peter 
IBT,  by  the  grand  prior  of  Auvergne,  the  famed  Peter  tf  ^«-  d'Aubuf- 
kjim^  fa  often  mentioned  in  this  feAion  for  his  extraordi*  fon. 
8iry  fluD  in  military  architeAore,  and  the  many  fortifications 
ifaich  had  been  made  in  all  the  ifiands  depending  on  the 
order  ;  and  whofe  eledlion  was  celebrated  with  the  greatefl: 
KJotdsgSy  fire-workSy  ebr.  on  account  of  his  great  merit  and 
figoal-  fervices.     Soon  after  his  being  chofen  to  that  dignity, 
k  caufed  the  mouth  of  the  haven  to  be  (hut  up  by  a  ftrong 
daio  againft  the  roving  pirates  ;  augmented  the  number  of 
towers  in  this  and  the  other  iflands,  to  prevent  their  fre* 
fient  defirents  ;  and  put  fuch  numerous  garifons  in  them, 
that,  if  any  ventured  to  land»  they  might  meet  with  a  fuitable 
reception.     With  the  fame  view  the  callle  of  St.  Peter y  for- 
i&erly  built  by  the  grand  mafter  Naillac^  on  the  coaft  of  Ca* 
ria,  for  the  fecurity  of  the  ifiand  Lango,  and  its  fortifications,  : 

TOe  repaired  and  augmented,  and  the  fofle  around  it  made  '^ 

Bach  wider  and  deeper,  fo  that  the  gallies  and  other  veflela  ;* 

coal4  cuter  the  harbour  with  eafe,  and  be  at  (afety  againft 
tlie  corfairs. 

Whilst  he  yrss  thus  ufefully  employed,  an  ambaflador  Vcnettaa 
snived  from  Venice j  to  reclaim,  in  the  name  of  that  repub-^i,,^^^ 
lie,  the  porfon  of  Riccio  Martini^  a  Cypriot  of  high  rank,i&0«;  r«<* 
>ad  a. zealous  partisan  of  Charlotte  de  Lujignan^  Vrho  had^^io/f/. 
takea  refuge  in  that  iiland.     The  ambaflador   demanded 
dat  faithful  gentleman    in  very  proud,  and  even  threat-  , 
coing  terms ;  fuch  as  the  grand  mafters  had  been  fo  little 
tf«d  to,  that  the  council  were  for  fending  him  away  with- 
«»taoy  anfwer;   but  d^JubuJfon^  who  forefaw  the  danger 
^difi^bliglng  the  Venetians  at  fo  critical  a  junfture,  fo  mo- 
theirs  as  well  as  his  own  refentments/  by  the  prudent 
Twer  he  gavd  him,  that  he  fent  him  away  fatisfied,  without 
^ivering  up  the  perfon  under  their  prote^on^  or  incurring 
re&atment  (^  the  republic  ''. 

'  Vidcaod.  fup.  citat.  »  Bosio,  Baudoin,  1.  vi. 

5.  VifcTOT,  t.  iii.  !•  yii.  p.  7c,  &  fej. 

Hod, HwT.  Vol. XIX.  H  ""    Hi 


I 


peeves. 


f  14  rU  Hifii^  $f  MaldHU  B.  XVUI> 

He  ha^  fcarcely  difmUred  that  ambaflkdor,  before  be  re» 
teived  another  from  the  fub-bafha  of  Lycia^  a  Turkijb  pro- 
viace  in  t^ie  neighbourhood  of  Rhodes ;  the  jM^teace  of  ic 
was,  to  treat  about  the  redemprtion  of  ChriiUan  flaves,  whicb^ 
that  ofEcer  had  in  his  hands  ;  but  the  teal  intent  of  it  was^ 
to  gain  the  beft  intelligence  he  could  about  the  condsdon  the 
the  Irnnd  ifland  and  order  were  then  in.     This  dkl  not,  howerer,  pre- 
^i^fi^r       vent  the  generous  iAubuffon  from  entering  into  a  negotia!tio9^ 
redeem  the  ^jth  jjjm  ;  and  the  hopes  of  freeing  fo  many  brave  capdves 
Cbrtfiian   f^Qm  th^ir  chains  prevailed  fo  far  upon  him,  above  all  other 
confiderations,  that  he  fpared  no  fums  nor  preients  out  of 
his  own  private  purfe  to  fatisfy  his  avarice,  and  briag  i» 
defirable  a  treaty  to  a  conclufion ;  fo  tl;)at  he  had  theineab^ 
pre/fible  pleafure  in  a  little  time  to  fee  a  good  number  of  iheiw. 
^x.  his  feet,  thanking  turn  in  the  moft  pathetic  terms  and  be*^ 
haviour  for  his  generofity  to  them,  and  iUiing  him  thrir  (k«| 
tber,  faviour,  and  deliverer.     To  thefe,  after  he  had  eoiH 
braced  them  one  after  another,  he  addrefTed  himfdf  in  thi^i 
following  words :  My  dear  children^  it  is  to  religion  a$ul  OMf* 
order  tkat  you  ought  to  pay  thefe  grateful  acknowtegeinmts^^ 
and  Idouht  not  but  you  will  dif charge  them  with  your  vfutiedk^ 
bravery  f  in  our  mutual  defence  again/i  Mohammod,  our  C9m* 
mon  enemy  f  who  is  hourly  threatening  us  with  afiege  ••  , 

.   This  was  not  £ud  without  good  foundation ;  for  be  had-j 
been  apprifed  by  his  fpies,  of  which  he  kept  a  great  nam*. 
ber,  that  the  Venetians  wer^  on  the  point  of  privately  cob«  j 
eluding  a  peace  with  the  Porte :  en  the  other  hand,  he  w;aftH 
apprif<^,  that  Haffan  Caffan^  worn  out  with  age  and  fiitiguev. 
kept  himfelf  on   the  defenfive,  without  itndertaklog  any^ 
thing  againft  the  Turks ^  whilft  the  Chriftian  powers  were  en* 
gaged  in  moft  bloody  wars  ag^nft  each  oth^ ;  from  aft.  \ 
which  he  clearly  forefaw,  that  Mohammed  would  hardly  fait 
of  attacking  the  ille  of  Rhodes  by  the  following  year.     To 
be  therefore  prepared  againft  all  events,  he  firft  of  aU  ^q* 
Voked,  as  ufual  on  fuch  emergencies,  a  general  chapter  a€ 
Rhodes ;  and,  finding  the  number  of  his  forces  iofufic&iir 
to  defend  the  ifland,  difpatched  at  the  fame  time  a  general 
fummons,  direAed  to  all  the  grand  priors  of  the  order,  en- 
joining the  knights  to  repair  thither,  widi  the  arms  and  eqoi- 
page  fuitabie  to  their  rank.      B(^Op  an  author  frequently 

2uoted  in  this  chapter,  being  the  only  one  who  has  pre» 
Tved  to  us  a  verfion  in  Italian,  from  the  original  Laiinj  OUl 
kept  in  the  archives  of  Maltha,  of  this  fingular  piece  of 
rhetoric,  our  readers  will  not  perhaps  be  diipleafed  if  wc 
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fjlft  them  to  Uoderifland^  that  it  was  couched  in  fiich  pathe- 
Ik  terms  as  could  not  but  infpire,  as  it  aftually  did,  every 
VDrthy  member  of  the  order  \nth  an  emulous  zeal  to  haftea^ 
ID  die  defence  df  an  ifland  which  was  become  the  feat  and 
^orj  of  their  order,  and  the  bulwark  of  Chriftendom ;  info- 
ttQch  that  many  of  them  fold  or  pledged  their  plate,  furni- 
twe,  and  other  valuables,  to  procure  the  neceflar y  arms  and 
equipage  with  all  poffible  diligence,  in  order  to  be  pi  efent  at 
die  general  aflfembiy  in  due  time.  Whilft  his  fummonfe^ 
were  thus  difperled  over  all  parts  of  Europe^  he  was  taken 
up  with  viewing  in  perfon  every  ifland  and  fortrefs  in  it,  and 
^plying  them  vwth  whatever  was  wanting  towards  their 
saking  a  flout  defence.  His  next  care  was,  t6  fill  up  his 
aagazines,  arfenals,  and  other  repofitories,  with  all  warlike 
oeceflaries  for  a  fiege  ;  whilft  the  pope  Sixtus  VI.  was  fur- 
iflhing  l}im  with  the  inoft  likely  means  for  purchafing  them. 
Iff  the  help  of  a  jubilee  publlihed  on  that  occafion,  which 
ttimght  immenfe  fums  from  all  parts  into  the  public  trea- 
fiiry,  by  the  help  of  which  he  was  enabled  to  make  fome' 
ooBfiderable  additions  to  the  caftle  and  other  fortifications 
rf  Ac  dty  •*. 

MoiTAMMED,  vexed  at  his  heart  to  find,  by  thefe  vaft  Moliam« 
pteparations,  thztctAubuJJhn  had  got  fuch  an  infight  intomed 
1&  hoftilc  views,  and  afraid  left  they  (hould  produce  fome^^T^'^'* 
powerful  league  in  Europ  againft  him,  thought  fit  to  try  how*^''^?^^' 
far  that  might  be  prevented  by  a  pacific  negotiation ;  but  as^''^^'  ^ 
lis  pride  could  not  have  brooked  a  refufal,  if  the  firft  pro- 
poMs  came  from  him,  he  committed  the  management  of  it 
10  his  fon  Z^rrty  or  Zizim,  and  his  nephew  Keleby,  whofe 
fovemmeats  lay  moft  contiguous  to  Rhodes,  who  employed" 
»  Grcfk  renegado  to  carry  a  letter  to  the  grand  mafter, 
fia^ht  with  expreiSons  of  efteem  and  value  for  him  and  the 
or^fir,  and  in  the  end  inviting  him  to  ftrike  a  peace  with  the" 
Utaa,  for  which  they  offered  their  mediation.     The  Greek 
crricd  the  letter  accordingly ;  and,  upon  delivering  it  to 
^Aubufforiy  confinned  all  the  contents  of  it  from  his  owh 
taowlege,  afTuring  him,  that  the  foltan  would  readily  grant 
Km  a  oeace  on  fofmall  a  condition  as  the  tribute,  or,  if  that 
term  ieemed  too  har(l>,  a  prefent  of  2000  ducats  per  anfi. 
thing  which  the  Venetians  had  not  fcrupled  to  agree  to^ 
obtain  the  fame  favours. 

To  all  this  the  grand  mafter,  who  was  thoroughly  in-  ha  is  out^ 
■med  of  the  artifice,  anfwered,  that  as  their  order  vfzs  twittetl  ^ 
jcS  to  the  pope,  and  obliged  in  many  refpefts  to  feveral  biwu . 

^  Au^^.  fnpra  dtat. 
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European  princes,  he  .could  conclude  nothing  mthout  their 

concurrence ;  but  promifed  to  confult  them  and  his  order 

about  it,  not  doubting  but  they  would  ^  eafily  agree  to.it, 

•provided  that  condition  of  a  yearly  tribute  or  prefent/were 

let  ailde,  as  being  of  fuch.a  nature,  that  his  knights  could 

never  fubmit  to  it.    In  the  mean  time,  added  he,  it  would 

not  be  at  all  inexpedient  to  make  a  fhort  truce  with  the 

Porte^  whilft  I  fend  notice  of  this  negotiation  to  the  Europe^ 

nn  princes,  which  will  the  more  eafily  obtain  their  confent 

to  it,  as  it  will  be  a  proof  to  them  of  the  foltan's  pacific 

difpofition.     This  laft  article  he  artftiUy  infmuated  to  gain 

time  for  his  knights  to  reach  the  ifland  before  they  came  to 

jt/u/pett'  a  rupture ;  and  thc.Greek^  who  was  fufiiciently  impowered 

/on  of       for  it,  concluded  a  treaty  with  him  for  a  fufpenfion  of  arms 

arms  con-  and  free  commerce,  whilft  the  negotiation  was  carried  on, 

t/itdfd.       which  was  foon  after  confirmed  by  a  frefhs  ambafly  fcnt 

from  the  Porte.     In  this  lafl  flep  the  proud  foltan  was  no 

lefs  politic  and  artful,  as  fuch  an  ambaffy,  when  known  by 

the  Chrifliah  powers,  would  mofl  probably  cool  their  zeal, 

and  the  profpe£l  of  an  approaching  peace  retard  the  fucconrs. 

which  they  defigned  to  fend  to  Rhodes,  as  well  as  the  dili*. 

gence  of  the  knights  to  haflen  thither  ^. 

In  the  mean  time  the  foltan  of  Egypt ^  who  dreaded  no« 

thing  fo  much  as  Mohammects  making  Hmfelf  maAer  of 

Rhodes,  by  which  he  would  become  a  nearer  and  more  formi* 

dable  enemy,  difpatched  one  of  his  favourite  miniflers  on  iui 

ambaffy  to  Rhodes,  to  renew  the  lafl  treaty  of  peace  with  the; 

A  peace     grand  mafler,  which  was  accordingly  done  to  the  fatifac^ 

made  with  tion  and  fecurity  of  both  fides*    Much  fujch  another  treaty 

Tnnis.  ^  was  concluded  with  the  king  of  Tunis,  with  this  addition, 

that  the  order  fhould,  in  cafe  of  need,  be  furnifhed  from 

'  thence  with  30,000  facks  of  corn,   without  paying   any 

dittty. 

All  this  while  the  knights  arrived  from  all  parts  in  great 
numbers ;  but  as  the  grand  mafler  was  ftill  in  expectation 
'  of  many  more,  he  thought  fit  to  put  off  the  chapter  till  th^ 
Odlober  following,  when  he  opened  it  with  great  folemmty, 
and  a  mofl  pathetic  addrefs  to  them,  the  fubflance  of  which 
was  to  this  effeft  : 

My  generous  brethren,  the  time  is  come,  at  length, 

wherein  you  may  difplay  your  zeal  and  courage  againft 

the  enemies  of  our  commonwealth.     In  a  war  fo  holy  and 

jufl.  as  this,  Chrift  himfelf  will  be  your  chief,  and  will 

<<  never  abandon  thofe  who  fight  for  his  religion  and  glory* 

I 
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*  In  vain, doth  the  proud  and  impious  Mohammed,  wha 
^  owQs  QO  other  deity  than  his  own  power,  threaten  yoa 
^  with  the  total  extirpation  of  your  order :  if  his  forces  be 
•*  fapcrior  in  aambcr  to  ours,  they  confift  chiefly  of  abjeft 
*'  ilaveSy  which  are  dragged  by  main  force,  and.expofe  them- 
**  felves  to  the  danger  of  death,  merely  to  avoid  a  more  furc 
"  one  with  which  they  are  threatened  by  their  officers ; 
*'  whereas  I  behold  none  among  you,  but  gentlemen  of  noble 
*^  and  illoflrious  extradt,  and  fully  determined  dther  to  coa^ 
*^  quer  or  die,  and  whofe  valour  and  piety  are  a  fure  ear-^ 
«  neftof  viftory^" 

His  fpeech  was  a  kind  of  declaration  of  war  againft  the 
Turkijb  foltan,  and  was  anfwered,  as  it  well  deferved,  with 
the  moft  unanimous  and  repeated  aflurances  that  they  wer^ 
ready  to  ihed  the  laft  drop  of  their  blood  in  defence  of  tl\eir 
ireGgion ;    after  i^hich,  they  fet  about  the  moft  efieftual 
means  to  carry  it  on  with  fuccefs.     One  of  them  was  uni- 
Tcrfally  agreed  on  as  the  moft  conducive  to  prevent  all  dif- 
ferences between  the  commanders,  and  all  other  delays  in 
their  councils  and  meafdres,  viz.  to  inveft  the  grand  mafter  Aubuflbtt 
with  the  fovereign  power,  and  with  the  fole  command  of  the  w  iin)tfted^ 
forced  both  by  fea  and  land,  "at  leaft  till  the  threatening -ftorm  '^^^^  tU 
was  happily  allayed  ;  but  it  was  not,  however,  without  great -^'^'''"i* 
difficulty,  and  after  the  moft  earneft  intreatics,  that  he  was^^'"'*'"* 
prevailed  upon  to  accept  of  fo  dangerous  a  dignity  ;  after 

.  which,  his  firft  care  was,  to  nominate  the  moft  proper  offi-  ^ 

ccrs  to  their  feveral  pofts,  to  demolifh  all  the  villas  and 
houfes  of  pleafure>  and  even  churches,  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  their  capital,  to  have  all  the  grafs  and  Aaoding  corn 
mowed  down  throughout  theifland,  and  to  appoint  their  fe-  - 
veral  duties  to  the  inhabitants  both  of  the  city  and  country 
during  the  iiege,  and  to  make  all  proper  preparations  for  a 
vigorous  defence  ^ 

Whilst  he  was  thus  ufefully  employed,  hj^  had  the  plea- 
fore  to  fee  a  frefti  fupply  of  knights  of  the  moft:  illuftrious 
fiunilies  arrive  daily  from  FrAnce^  ^nd  other  countries,  to^ 
%ht  under  his  banner,  all  expreffing  an  impa^ent  defire  to , 
fignalize  themfelves  on  this  occafion  againft  the  enemy.     At  Mohaoic 
length  the  iiege  of  the  place  was  determined,  and'  the  con-  med  re- 
dnft  of  it  committed  to  Mi/aoH,  ov. Michael  Paleologus,  ^fol<vti  to 
KQ^ado  Greeky  of  the  imperial  family  of  that  i\ame,  now  hefiegi 
iaifed  to  the  dignity  of  grand  vizier,  and  who,  to  give  the  R^^o^^** 
fironger  proofs  of  his  zeal  againft  the  Chriftians,  had  foli- 

.  Qted  that  iiege  with  uncommon  ardour,  aixd  had  caufed  the 

'     t  ^eaadfc^  fup.  citat«  ^  Boi4o>  &  al.  obi  fop. 
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plan  of  the  ifland,  and  41  its  fortlficttloas,  to  be  taken  by 
three  famed  renegado^,  whom  he  had  fent  thither  for  ihik 
'  eod.     The  firft  of  thefe  was  a  native  of  Rhodes^  who  had 

rained  himfelf  by  his  extravagance,  and' was  forced  toaban^^ 
don  the  .place ;  the  fecond  was  the  Greek  renegado  who  faaj 
brought  fome  time  before  a  letter  from  the  prince  'Zuzim  t<n 
the  grand  mafter ;  and  the  third  one  Francis  Fra^an,  a  Ger^ 
man  engineer,  who  had  travelled  through  all  thofe  ChriAhm 
/  countries  whiph  Mohammed  defigned  to  attack,  and  broiigfat 

<  him  exaft  plans  of  them,  and  now  laftly  that  of  Hbcdei ; 
and  from  thefe  three  it  was,  but  more  efpecially  from  the  plaa 
of  the  German^  that  Mohammed,  formed  his  own  for  the  at» 
tack  of  the  place  *.  ' 
The  gratid  TiiE  grand  vizier  Paleohgtis  was  immediately  difpatcbed 
njts^er  in  a  fmall  fleet,  >y1^1^  ^^^  other  three  renegadoes,  to  recoil^ 
i<wice  re-  noitre  the  place  before  the  arrival  of  the  grand  army.  By 
fulfed  the  4  th  of  December^  he  appeared  before  Rhodes^  and  landed 
^itb  lofu  fome  of  his  fpahis  over-againft  the  cifUe  of  Faru^  who 
met  with  fuch  a  warm  reception,  that  they  were  glad  to  re* 
gain  their  (hips,  after  having  loft  a  good  number  of  thdr 
companions.  His  next  defcent  was  on  the  illand  of  77ib,  be* 
longing  to  the  order,  where  he  found  the  inhabitants  all 
boufed,  with  their  eiTe^ls,  in  the  caftle,  which  was  a  ftroog[ 
fortrefs,  and  defended  by  a  ftout  garrifon.  This  he  can-- 
xionaded  eight  whole  days,  till,  thinking  the  breach  fut 
ficient  to  begin  the  aflault,  he  mounted  it  at  the  head  of  his  < 
troops,  and  maintained  the  attack  with  great  firmnefs,  till  he 
had  feen  the  beft  part  of  his  men  lie  dead  at  the  toot  of  the 
wall,  and  himfelf  forced  to  found  a  retreat.  This  gave  him 
fuch  a  tafte  of  the  RhodUn  bravery,  as  made  him  judge  he' 
fliould,  never  g^in  the  place  without  attacking  it  in  due 
form  ;  but  as  he  had  not  a  fufficient  force  for  fuch  an  enter-* 
prife,  and  the  weather  w^s  altogether  Hnfavourable  to  him, 
he  was  obliged,  after  fome  further  lofe,  to  raife  the  (lege, 
and  fail  away  for  Phifco  in  Lycia^  where  was  to  be  the  grand 
rendezvous  of  the  Turkifb  armada.  Here  he  was  forced  to 
wait  for  it  till  the  end  of  the  following  y^pril,  when  it  en- 
tered the  mouth  of  the  river  Lyciay  in  full  fight  of  the  ifle 
of  Rhodes^  which  is  not  above  1 8  or  20  miles  from  it.  The . 
watch  on  the  top  of  mount  St,  Stephen*s  gave  the  firft  fignal 
of  its  appearing ;  upon  which  d^^uhuffon,  accompanied  with' 
all  his  principal  officers,  went  up  thither  to  take  a  view  of. 

it.    It  confifted  of  1 60  large  vcflcls,  befides  the  fcluccasj^ 

.   . .        " « 

.    »  Vide  Audi,  fup.  citat. 
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I    gdliotSy  flat-bottomed  and  other  tranfport-fhipSy  on  which 
vere  reckoned  no  lefs  than  1 00,000  land  forces. 
THisvaftfbrcenofooderarrivedonthecoaftsof  the  iQand,  Rhodes 

I  CD  the  23d  of  May^  than  the  fea  feemed  quite  covered  with  befiegeiby 

!  thdr  veflek,  and  the  air  wdth  xheir  hideous  (houts,  and  the  tbiYwiV^^ 

I  tbimder  of  their  artillery,  which  ^ept  a  conftant  firing 
irluift  the  in&ntry  was  making  towards  the  land.  The  can- 
fiOB  of  the  city  was  no  lefs  ;conftant  and  bri(k  againft  them, 
whilft  the  knights  fallied  out  fword  in  hand,  and  went  into 
ibe  fea  up  to  theur  girdles  to  oppofe  their  landing,  till,  after  a 
taftdeal  of  bloodflied  on  both  tides,  being  Overpowered  by 
numbers,  they  were  obliged  to  retire.  The  Turks  then 
haded  in  vaft  crouds,  and  divers  places,  and  quickly  gained 

\  the  mount  called  St.  Stephen^  where  bdng  ftrongly  intrench- 
ed, they  fnmmoned  the  city  to  furrender.    The  haughty  re- 
fiifal  of  the  beiieged  was  foon  followed  by  fome  bloody  (kir- 
Dtflies,  after  which  the  German  engineer  lately  mentioned 
(and  now  the  only  one  that  was  left  of  the  three  who  had 
been  employed  by  the  grand  vizier  to  take  the  plan  of  the 
city),  advifed  him  to  bend  all  his  force  againft  the  tower  or 
oftle  of  St*  Nicholas ;  aflTuring  him,  that,  if  it  was  once 
carried,  the  city  would  foon  be  forced  to  furrender.    His  Fort  St. 
advice  was  followed,   and  a  battery  of  three  large  pieces  Nicholas 
planted,  which  made  a  continual  fire  againft  it.    The  grand  ajfaulted^ 
mafter,  on  his  fide,  caufed  another  to  be  raifed  in  a  conve-  andfioutif 
meat  quarter,  which  retuhned  their  fire  with  the  fame  vi-  ^fi^^^ 
goor;  all  which  was  but  a  prelude  to  what  enfued  foon  af- 

■  ter,.  when  the  vaft  number  and  variety  of  the  artillery  which 
the  vizier  had  brought  came  to  be  played  againft  the  place. 

^  That  general,  accordidg  to  the  German  traitor's  advice, 
aafcd  not  plying  that  ftrong  tower  with  his  largeft  artillery, 
Ull  he  faw  that  fide  which  looked  towards  the  town,  and 
by  much  the  weakeft,  fall  to  the  ground,  after  having  re- 
ceived near  300  cannon-balls,  upon  which  he  fent  a  good 
Bomber  of"  his  troops  to  fcale  the  breach;  but  here  they 
net  with  fuch  a  ftout  oppofition  from  the  Rhodian  knights, 
tod  fuch  a  bloody  confii^  enfued  on  both  fides,  that  the 
grand  mafter,  who  knew  the  importance  of  th,at  fortrefs  to- 
wards (aving  the  town,  came  himfelf  to  d^end  it  in  perfon,  ^ 
^  took  his  ftation  on  the  moft  dangerous  part  of  the 
beach,  telling  his  officers,  in  a  refolute  tone,  that  that  was 
the  poft  of  honour  which  belonged  to  the  grand  mafter  of 
the  order. 

Our  prefcribed  limits  will  not  permit  us  to  enter  into  % 
(uticular  detail  of  that  fiege,  which  w6uld  require  more 
nKun  than  we  can  afford  to  this  whole  chapter  :  thofe  wAo 
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defire  a  more  full  account^  may  find  it  in  the  author^, quoted 

in  the  margin  ^ ;  we  m§y  only  obf(^rve  here  in  general,  that 

the  contcil  was  carried  on  with  the  utmoft  fury  and  bravery 

on  both  fides  ;  that  neither  the  extraordinary  courage  cf 

the  Rhodian  knights,  nor  the  many  bloody  repulfes  which 

they  gave  the  enemy,  ^or  the  vaft  numbers  of  them  which 

were  cut  oiF  at  every  attack,  could  difcourage  the  grand 

vizier,  who  ftood  in  greater  dread  of  Mohammeits  refenl- 

inent  than  of  the  Rhodian  arms,  from  purfuing  the  iiege  with 

Thinnzsir  the  utmoft  fury  and  obftinacy.     The  lofs  of  the  German  rc- 

difiourag  dvitgzio,  who  had  conveyed  himfelf  into  the  city  a^  a  fpy,  wai 

ky  bis  ill    detedled,  and  executed  by  order  of  the^grand  m^er,  the 

Jnccijfis.     frequent  difcoveries  he  ma^e,  that  the  befieged  received  con* 

tinually  frefh  intelligence  of  every  ftep  hf  tool^,  rai&d  in  him 

fuch  fufpicion  of  his  officers,  that  he  knevr  not  who  to  tmft 

to.     The  vigilance  and  indefat^able  bravery  of  the  grand 

mafter,  who  was  every-where,  animated  every  thing,  wardej 

againfl  every  advantage  he  gained,  and  defeated  every  ftrata* 

gem  he  formed  againft  him,  joined  to  the  ill  fuccefs  beihad 

^n  alinofl  every  flep,  had  had  fuch  an  effect  upon  him,  that' 

he  was  three  whole  days,  after  a  bloody  repulfe,  in  a  manner 

fenfelefs  and  inafUve,  and  awaked  out  of  liis  lethargy  by  \xsk 

fear  and  defpair,  and  the  difcpuraging  news  which  tbede* 

ferters  brought  him  from  the  city.     One  came  and  told  hiffl, 

that  the  ^and  maAer  had  put  all  the  women,  children,  and 

vfelefs  hands,  in  fuch  a  place  of  fafety,  and  out  of  the  reach 

9f  ^is  engines  and  artillery,  that  he  only  fpent  all  his  fbrcf 

sgainft  empty  houfes  ;  another  informed  him  of  fome  new 

wall,  or  other  work,  reared  in  pne  night,  with  incredible. 

diligence,  to  which  perfons  of  every  rank  and  fex  pot  a  help* 

!ng  hand,  the  very  nuns  coming  out  of  their  monafleries  to 

aflift  the  workerswith  variety  of  refrefhments.     Others  at 

fured  him,  that  the  place  had  been  fo  well  flored  with  all 

lund  of  ammunitions  and  proviiions,  that  its  numerous  gar*> 

rifon  was  not  likely  to  need  any  fupplies  in  hafte,  whiUl  the 

continual  firing  which  the  befieged  made  upon  him  gave  him 

|in  ample  afTurance  that  powder  and  fhot  were  the  leaft  cf 

iheir  wants.     All  thefe  mortifying  reports  were  interwoven 

with  fuch  encomiums^on  the  grand  mafter's  bravery  and  v^* 

lance,  that,  defpairing  to  gain  the  city  whilft  he  commanded 

in  it,  he  fent  thither  two  renegadoes,  in  the  difguife  of  dc- 

ferters,    to  take  him  off  by  fword,   poifpn,  or  any  other 

way  they  ftiould  find  moft  convenient.    The  viUaini  focal 

\  Monf.  Du  PuYs  Relat.  du  Siege,  &c.  Caovrsin,  p.  3» 
&fcq.  Bosio,  Baudoin,  l.vi.  c.  8,  9,  10,  &feq.  Veitot; 
X,  iii,  U  vii.  f.  93,  4  feq,  .•        ' 
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got  aocefs  into,  the  city  and  palace ;  and  would  have  aftnally  His  tna--^ 
'  pned  their  end,  had  not  one  of  them  been  'happily  difcd*  ^herwt 
lered,  who,  being  put  to  the  torture,  confeflcd  the  whole  ^^*^* 
dcfign,  and  informed  againft  his  accomplice;  upon  which,  ^^^fi 
I  they  were  both  condemned  to  a  fuitable  death ;  but  were  '  ^P^^- 
I  ton  to  pieces  by  the  people  as  they  were  led  to  execution.  ^£%f^^ 
\  This  hcllifli  prtyeft  having  failed  him,  he  had  recourfe  to  ^^J^   " 
aaother ;  viz.  to  get  letters  thrown  into  feveral  parts  of  the 
dty,  fraught  widi  the  moftinfolent  bravados  and  threats,  ex- 
toi&ig  the  power  and  clemency  of  the  Turkijb  foltan,  and 
what  happinefs  it  would  be  for  them  to  exchange  the  tyranny 
of  the  Rhodian  order  for  the  mildnefs  of  the  Othman  govern- 
ment ;  and  denouncing  the  moil  dreadful  rage  of  fire  and 
\  (word  againft  them,  if  they  refufed  the  terms  he  now  fo  gene- 
mafly  offered  to  them. 
These  letters  having  met  with  the  contempt  they  deferv-  A  confer- 
!  ^  his  next  fh^tagem  was  that  of  embafTy  to  the  grand  ence  'witk 
;  nafter,  much  to  the  fame  purport,  and  in  the  fame  haughty  tbt  be- 
file.    The  grand  mafter,  who  wanted  rime  to  repair  the  di-faZ'^* 
hpidations  which  the  Turkijb  arrillery  had  made,  turned  that 
'  anbaiTy  into  a  conference,  which  was  held  on  the  fkirts  of  the 
dty-ditch  between  one  of  the  chief  officers  of  the  Turkijb 
army  and  the  caftellan  of  Rhodes.    In  this  interview^  the  ^^ 
Turk  appearing  wholly  divefted  of  that  fierce  and  haughty  '^ 
Vz  which  is  natural  to  that  nation,  contented  himfelf  with    •  V^^** 
exhorting  the  order  to  avoid  the  dreadful  cfFefts  of  a  general  ^'  *^'^**. 
a&ult,  and  not  let  their  valour,  which,  at  fuch  a  jundlure  as 
I  this,  would  be  juflly  termed  rafhnefs,  expofe  them,  and  fuch 
I  H  vail  number  of  harmlefs  inhabitants,  to  the  horrid  flaughter 
i  anl  defolation,  which  are  the  ufual  confequences  of  an  un- 
;  timely  andvtooobftinate  jrefjflance,  as  this  would  infallibly  be 
deemed  by  the  conqueror.     Will  it  not  be  even  interpreted 
the  higheft  inhumanity,  if,  after  ypur  walls  and  bulwarks  ar? 
(ieftroyed, '  your  towels  are  levelled  with  the  ground,  and 
yoor  ditches  are  filled  with  their  dilapidations,  you  illU  per- 
Sft  in  the  fruitlefs  defence  of  a  heap  of  rubbifh,  which  will 
coft  our  grand  vizier  but  two  or  three  hours  to  be  mafler 
of?    He  concluded  with  begging  of  him  to  lay  thefe  things 
before  the  grand  mafler,  and  to  perfuade  him,  by  a  wife  and  ' 
timely  capitulation,  to.  prevent  the  mafTacre  of  fo  many  noble 
knights  and  guiltlefs  inhabitants,  the  proftitution  and  flavery 
of  fo  many  virtuous  and  honourable  women,  and  other  ter- 
Vkk  confequences  that  attend  the  taking  of  a, place  with 
(vord  in  h^^d. 

Tp  this  sir^ful  fpeech  the  grand  mafter,  who,  tho*  defign-  Tbi  grand, 
cdly  abfent,  yet  was  withm  the  hearing  of  it,  fcnt  an  anfwer  to  pt^ftfrs 
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tfab  tffeOiy  by  the  caftellan  above-meationedp  tittt  **  the  grand 
**  Yizier  had  certaiolj  been  mifioformed  by  his  fptes^  "wth 
**  reTpeft  to  the  condition  of  the  place ;   and  that  if  I19 
**  thought  fit  to  try  the  fortune  of  an  afbolt,  he  flioiild 
^  foon  find  their  want  of  walb  and  bulwarks  fupplied  ^;(^1k 
*^  fuch  barriers  and  intrenchments  as  would  coft  him  do  left 
blood  to  gain ;  and  that  if  he  had  no  fuch  obftades  t0 
furmount,  he  would  find  the  city  ftill  ftrong  enough,  as- 
long  as  it  was  defended  by  a  fet  of  knights^  who  were  ai| 
**  of  one  heart  and  foul,  had  no  other  aim  than  the  defencv 
*'  of  their  religion,  and  the  honour  and  intercft  of  their  or* 
**  der,  and  to  whom  a  noble  contempt  of  death  gives  ^i 
**  ftrength  much  fuperior  to  that  of  walls.    However,  ilr 
*'  Mohammidy  or  his  vizier,  are  inclined  to  peace,  let  them 
'*  firil  remove  their  forces  far  enough,  and  we  will  readil]^- 
**  negotiate  it  with  them  on  fuch  terms  as  are  confiftent  with 
*'  our  religion  and  honour ;  but,  if  otherwife,  tell  them^  1 
*'  that  we  are  ready  to  anfwer  them  in  their  own  way."- 
This  anfwer  foon  broke  up  the  conference,  and  the  Turkijk- 
.J^iwof  commapder  went  away  much  abalhed  at  it ;  but  the  grand  ^ 
gj^  ij^aj^/s^aiaiicT  foon  found  that  it  had  quitea  diiferent  elFeft  upon  fe«  , 
i^ainfi      veral  of  the  order,  who  began  to  complain  to  one  another  di  ^ 
him.         the  ill-timed  firmnefs,  as  they  Ailed  it,  of  the  grand  mafter, 
and  to  declare  for  an  honourable  capitulation,  rather  than 
facrifice  the  reft  of  the  knights  and  garifon  to  his  obftinacy* 
Thefe  cabals,  which  daily  incre^fed,  came  at  laft  to  his  ears ; 
vpon  which  he  fent  for  them  to  the  palace,  and,  as  if  he  had 
no  longer  looked  upon  them  as  members  of  the  order,  infteadf 
of  the  term  Brethren^  he  addrefled  them  with  that  of  Si^s. 
Ksflem    "  Sirs,"  faid  he  to  them,  "  if  any  of  yo»  do  not  think  your- 
am/iver      «  fclves  fafe  enough  in  this  .place,  one  part  is  not  quite  fa 
#w«///       .«  clofely  blocked  up,  but  I  may  find  means  to  facilitate  your 
^Ly  ^      "  efcape  out  of  it :  but,"  adds  he,  in  a  higher  and  more  dc* 
-^^  terminate  tone,  "  if  you  flay  with  us,  let  me  never  hear  a 
**  wc^d  more  of  capitulating,  on  pain  of  immediate  death.** 
At  thefe.  words  thdy  were  all  fo  thnnder-ftruck,  that  they 
knew  not  how  to  anfwer  a  word  to  him ;  but,  foon  recover- 
ing themfelves,  they  exprefled  the  utmoft  remorfe  at  their 
pufillanimity,  and  gave  him  the  ftrongeft  afTorances,  that 
they  would  fight  under  him  in  defence  of  the  place,  to  the 
laft  drop  of  their  blood.     They  accordingly  behaved  uoon 
^1  occafions  afterwards  with  fuch  intrepid  bravery,  and  inch 
an  emulous  ardour  to  encounter  the  greateft  dangers,  as  if 
now  their  fole  aim  was  to  wipe  off  the  ignoble  ftain  they  had 
brought  upon  thetfifelves^  by  the  moft  gallant  behaviour,  or 
^y  a  gk)xioiis  death. 

4      -  ALL 
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All  this  vrhiie^  the  haughty  Tizier,  cxafpented  tn  ^Tbeaffamk 
i^^bcft  ckgree  at  the  anfwer  which  the  grand  ouifler  had  rene*me4 
fait  to  hkn,  and  aflumed  to  have  his  of&ts  fo  difdJuofuUy'"''^^ 
iqefted^  denounced  death  and  defirnftion  againft  the  whole  ^'''^ 
crder,  and  ordered  a  iraft  number  of  iharp  fpikes  to  be  fixed-^^?* 
at  the  head  of  his  camp,  refolved  to  impale  all  that  fell  alive 
JDtD  his  hands.     The  lire  of  the  artillery  began  afrefli,  and 
I  |Qth  greater  fary  than  ever;  every  thing  was  prepared  for  a 
!  mfA  obAinate  aflault,  which  was  accordingly  given  a^  feveral 
puts  of  the  city,  to. oblige  the  knights  to  feparate  them* 
iblves,  and  was  carried  on  with  fach  intrepid  fury,  that,  ia 
i^te  of  all  efibrts  of  the  order,  they  planted  their  flandards 
|QD  the  ramparts.    This  produced  a  new  kind  of  combat,  and 
litiifiged  the  befieged  to  mount  the  fcalade  againft  them,  with 
lihe  grand  mafter  at  their  head,  who  mounted  the  ladder 
l&femoft.of  them  all,  with  his  half-pike  in  his  hand.    They 
itoet  mth  an  obftinate  oppofition  from  iht  Turks  %  but, at 
loigth  flew  fuch  numbers*  of  them,  that  they  wer^  forced  to 
letire.     Thefe  were  immediately  fucceeded  by  a  corps  of  re- 
fute jamfllariies,  fent  thither  by  the  vizier,  with  the  largeft 
IfKomiies  to  any  that  ihould  kill  the  grand  ma(^r.  They  foon 
;^nd  him  out  by  his  ^t  acmonr,  and  twelve  of  them  forced 
ttemielves  up  to  him,  and,  in  fpite  of  the  knights  that  fur- 
rounded  him,,  gave  him  five  wounds  in  different  parts  of  his 
iiod)  ;  which,  however,  the  heat  with  which  he  defended 
limlHf  did  not  permit  him  to  feel,  till  the  knights,  who 
ina  to  his  refcue,  and  faw  him  covered  with  blood,  apprifed 
&iin  of  it,  and  begged  him  to  retire  ;  but  found  him  deteN 
saned  to  die  honourably  on  that  fpot.     This  in(pired  the  7]^^  Turks 
Mghts  with  new  life ;  they  fell  with  redoubled  fury  on  the  repuifed, 
Turks ^  cut  in  {>ieces  all  that  made  head  againft  them,  znA^^^be 
ftruck  fuch  a  panic  into  the  reft,  that  neither  the  threats  nor  fi'if 
iatroidea  of  the  vizier  could  ftop  them  from  a  moft  fhameful  ^^V'^* 
i^ht.     The  Rhodians  purfued  them  with  eager  hafte,  and 
laid  vaft  numbers  of  them  dead  on  the  ground  :  all  which 
bctog  perceived  by  him,  he  was  obliged  to  give  up  all  for 
loft,  and  to  make  the  moft  fpeed  he  could  to  regain  his 
camp,  and  foon  after  his  Shipping  *.         ^ 

Thb  viftory  thus  happily  fecurcd,  the  grand  mafter  was  A gimral 
conveyed  by  his  knights,  all  over  covered  as  he  was  with  \i\&tb€mk/*    ' 
^wn  zsA  the  enemy's  blood,  to  the  cathedral,  where  a  folemn  gi'ving, 
(hankfgiving  was  celebrated,  which  was  concluded  with  the 

ufual  rejoicings.     The  grand  vizier  did  not  leave  the  iftand, 

•  •    • 

'  DupuY,  uhi  fap.  Caoursin,  p.  63,  Sc  feq.  Bosio,  Bau- 
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dll  he  had  left  behiad  him  the  moft  dreadful  marks  of  iiiii 
refentmenty  aadfeea  the  reft  of  his  army  commie  thegrditefl 
ravages  ia  it.  At  length  being  informed  of  the  arrival  di\ 
fome  (hips  from  Sptun^  and  afraid  of  being  farpriied  by  theoi,: 
he  reimbarkedy  and  fet  iail  with  all  podible  fpeed  forC^I- 
Jiantinople.  The  grand  mafter  being  informed  of  the  gri^ 
lofles  wj^ch  the  inhabitants  and  peafants  of  the  ifland  had 
fufiercd'from  the  Turkt/b  forces,  ordered  a  fuificient  quaa* 
lity  of  corn  to  be  diftributed  amongft  them,  to  laft  them  till 
the  next  harveft,  and  rej^ltted  their  taxes  for  fame  years  to 
con^;  and,  in  the  fame  generous  manner,  rewarded  ail  hia 
furviving  knights,  in  proportion  to  their  merit  and  vaiomv 
from  the  greateft  officer  to  the  meaneft  foldier ;  after  which 
they  fet  about  repairing  the  fortifications  of  the  place  with 
the  greateft  diligence,  not  doubting  but  that  they  wodd 
foon  hear  again  from  the  haughty  Turkijb  foitan. 

He  M^as  not  miftaken  ;    for  Mohammed,    after   the  firft 
tranfports  of  fury  at  the  ill  fuccefs  of  his  vizier,   whom  he 
depofed,  and  fent  prifoner  to  Gallipoti,  declared  publicly, 
that,  as  his  arms  were  never  fortunate  but  when  he  was  at 
the  head  of  them,  he  was  determined  to  command  them  him-' 
felf,  on  the  next  year,  againft  that  proud  and  obftinate  Qr« 
der;  and  forthwith  gave  dire£tions  for  making  all  nece/laiy' 
preparations  againft  that  time. 
1481.         In  the  beginning  of  this  year  happened  a  violent  earth* 
Fia/eni      quake,  attended  with  frequent  fhocks,  which  greatly  endan- 
iorth'       gered  the  city  and  idand,  and  was  felt  in  all  thdfe  belonging 
fthod  ""    ^^  ^^^  order,  and  thofe  of  the  Jrchipekgo.     At  Rhodes  xht 
•    ^*    fea  broke  out  with  fueh  force  that  it  laid  the  city  10  or  ii\ 
feet  under  water.     The  firft  fhock  was  felt  on  the  15th  of 
Mfirch,  the  fecond,  much  more  dreadful,  on  the  3d  oi  Majt 
followed  by  a  violent  lafting  rain,  which  fwelled  the  fea,  stai 
caufed  the  inundation  above-mentioned.  .Several  others  were 
felt  fucceflively  in  that  month ;  but  the  moft  dreadful  d  ^ 
did  not  happen  till  the  loth  of  i>/r^in^^r  following,  in  the 
dead  of  the  night.    In  this  the  people,  men,  women,  and 
children,  run  out  of  their  houfes  half-naked,  and  took  refuge 
in  grottos  and  caverns;  many,  who  ventured  to  ftay'at  home, 
were  buried  under  the  ruins  of  their  houfes  by  the  violence  of 
the  fliocks.     $ome  churches,  the  grand  palace,  and  fome 
other  public  edifices,  were  terribly  fhattered,  and  the  grouod  * 
heaved  and  undulated  in  fuch  ^  dreadful  manner,  that  the 
Rhodians,  who  have  a  tradition  that  their  ifland  fprang  out  of 
the  fea,  imagined  that  it  was  going  to  fink  into  it  again ; 
The  grand  mafter,   taking   the  advantage  of   the  general 
confternatipn,  (et  about  reforming  feveral  gceat  enormities  * 
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iikh  were  crept  io,  by  fome  new  ftatutcs  and  fevere  pe- 

*  Wuihsr  he  was  employed  in  this,  and  in  repairing  the  Prince 
ihinages  and  dilapidations  which  the  earthquake  and  theZIziin4^ 
Tariifi  forces  had  canied  in  the  ifland,  he  received  a  mef-^//>i  t^ 
fige  from  prince  Zizirriy  one  of  the  late  Mohammed's  fonsy  Rl*o<Jc» 
vhom  his  other  brother  Bajazet  had  lately  defeated,  and/^**  Z'** 
fcroed  to  feek  fhelter  and  afEftance  out  of  the  Turkijh  domi-  ^'^''** 
flioQS.     This  meflage  was  to  implore  the  aid  and  protection 
of  the  order,  and  a  fafe-conduA  from  the  grand  mailer, 
vhkh  was  readily  granted,  and  a  fqnadron  of  Rhodian  gal-  ff^,  rectf' 
lies,  under  the  command  of  Don  Mvares  de  Zuniga^  was  tiou  tbttt^ 
^fpatched  to  bring  him  to  IRhodes^  where  he  was  received 
vith  all  the  marks  of  honour  due  to  his  birth  and  rank. 
The  grand  mailer  himfelf,  with  a  numerous  retinue, 'went  to 
receive  him  at  the  port,  and  condui6t  him  to  the  palace  pre- 
pared for  him,  which  was  that  of  the  French  tongue.    lo 
their  march,  D*Aubuffony  with  his  ufual  politenefs,  gave  the 
prince  the  right  band,  which  he  offered  to  decline,  alleging, 
that  it  did  not  become  an  exile  and  captive  to  take  the  upper 
hand  of  his  patron  and  protedVor ;  to  which  he  obligingly 
replied,    that  captives  of  high  birth  claim   the  firil  rank 
every-where,  and  only  wi(hed  his  power  was  as  great  at 
Canfiantinople  as  at  Rhodes.     The  grand  mailer  took  care, 
during  his  ilay,  to  entert^n  and  divert  him  in  the  grand- 
eft  manner  he  could,  though  he  had  all  the  reafon  to  ap- 
prehend his  brother's  refentment  would  terminate  in  an  in- 
folent  demand  to  have  him  delivered  up,  or,  if  refufed,  in  a 
declaration  of  war. 

Whilst  he  was  in  this  perplexity,  there  arrived  an  en-  Bajaaet't 
toy  from  the  governor  of  Lycia^  a  province  parted  from  ^rtijice$ 
Rhodes  only  by  a  narrow  chandl,  who  was  fent  to  treat  about  ^^"A 
a  commercial  truce,  but  in  reality  to  inform  himfelf  of  what   ***• 
paifed  between  the  exiled  prince  and  the  order;   which 
obliged  him  to  prolong  the  negotiation  as  much  as  he  could, 
notwithilanding  the  readinefs  which  the  grand  mailer,'  who 
law  through  the  artifice,  fhewed  to  agree  to  it,  and  get  rid  of 
foch  a  privileged  fpy.    He  had  fcarcely  difpatched  him,  when 
a  new  one  arrived  with  a  letter  from  /^chmed,  BajaZefs  fa- 
Toarite  prime  vizier  and  general,*  to  propofe,  as  from  himfelf,  Apemtt 
a  n^otiation  of  peace  with  his  maftcr,  and  with  offers  of  his  frtfjiei^ 
mediation,  if  the  grand  mailer  agreed  to  it,  and  thought  fit 
to  fend  an  embaiTy  to  Conftantinople.   It  was  eafy  to  conclude,  ' 
from  all  tbefe  artful  proceedings,  that  that  prince  fought 
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only  to  hav6  his  rival  difpatched  by  poifon  or  thefword, 
by  any  other  way;  for  which  reafon  the  grand  mafter 
all'  the  hafte  he  could  to  difmifs  thofe  aathorizttd  af&ffins^ 
with  this  anfwer,  that  he  waa  ready  to  accept  of  the  olGsr^ 
provided  nothing  was  mentioned  or  infifted  on  of  vaflalage  at 
tribute.    In  the  mean  time^  to  prevent  all  treacherous  at* 
tempts  againft  the  prince  Zizim,  the  council,  after  fevera^ 
deliberations,  refcdved  to  fend  him  fafe  into  France.     Th& 
grand  mafter  communicated  the  matter  to  him  in  fuch  maii*^ 
ner  as  eafdy  gained  his  confent.    Before  his  departure^   he 
Zizim^i    left  two  inftrcmients  in  his  haods,  the  one  to  i^ipower  him 
t*wQ  trfa-  to  treat  with  Bajazet  about  an  acconnQodation  utrith  him, 
ties  ivitb   and  by  the  other  he  obliged  himfctf,  If  ever  he  recovered  hiit 
ihi  order,  doounions,  to  obfcrvc  a  conftant  peace  with  Rhodes^  to  opea 
a  free  commerce  to  all  thdr  vefiels,  and  to  releai^  300  Chri* 
ftian  Saves.    Both  thefe  treaties,  figned  and  fealed  by  him, 
and  (till  preferved  in  the  archivts  of  the  ifland,  bear  date  th« ' 
5th  of  the  month  Regheb^  in  the  year  of  the  H4ffra  887^ ' 
anfwerii^  to  our  31ft  of  ^^grj/?,  1482.    S6on  after  which 
he  eoibarked  for  Francis  under  the  conduft  of  M.  Dt  Blanch^ 
forty  the  grand  maftcr's  nephew ". 
Vnjooem*       IMMEDIATELY  after  his  departure,  the  grand  naAer,' ' 
hajjadort   ftccording  to  hi9  promife,  difpatched  two  of  hid  principal 
fenif9       knights  ambaflftdors  to  Bc^azet^  who  received  them  with 
Conftan-  great  marks  of  honour,  and  Appointed  AchmiBd  above-men- 
•inoplc.     ^oned^  and  Michael  Paleobgus^  now  recalled  from  exile,  w 
Dqp>date  the  peace  with  them.     The  former  of  thefe  wai 
like  to  have  broke  up  at  once  the  conference,  by  his  infifting 
on  a  tribute,  and  telling  the  Rhodians,  on  thetr  rejecting  the 
bare  mention  of  it,  that  has  maflxr  would  go  himfeif  to  raife 
it  at  the  head  of  100,000  men.     Upon  whldLPaleobguswsts 
obliged  to  remind  him,  in  the  7tiri(^  tongue,  that  the  foltan 
had  charged  them  to  conclude  a  peace  at  any  rate  with  them. 
Thia  not  only  obliged  him  to  defiflr  from  it,  but  fiinnffied  tht 
Ahodian  embalTadors,  one  of  whom  underft6Qd  that  ton^e, 
with  a  handle  to  infift  upon  more  advantageous  terras  thai! 
tl»y  would  otherwife  have  done,  and  to  which  both  mini- 
ikrs  were  glad,  in  fpite  of  their  nadve  haughtinefs,  to  coo^ 
fent. 
JpoM         Bt  diefe  articles  the  grand  mafier  obliged  himfeif  to  keep 
€9M§kdfd.  the  prince  Zizim  in  his  hands,  and  under  a  fufficient  guard  of 
his  knights ;  and  that  he  (hould  nor  deliver  him  up  to  anjr 
other  prince,  .whether  Chrtftian  or  infidel,  who  might  thence 
lake  occafion  to  give  the  foltan  any  difturbaace.    It  eonfidt* 
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ndoa  of  which  the  Port  ihould  caafe  35,000  ditcaits  to  be 
'  ||il  yearly  into  the  Rhodian  treafury  for  his  expence,  and, 
OKI  aad  above  that  fumy  that  he  (hould  likewife  pay  another 
<f  lo^ooo  ducats  per  annum  to  the  grand  mafter^  as  a  fatif- 
&Aioa  for  the  damages  which  the  Turkijb  forces  had  caufed 
ifi  the  Rbodian  Ulands.  Thi^  peace  being  £gned  by  Bajazet^ 
IRS  imDiediately  difpatched  by  one  of  his  chief  minifters  to 
Rhodes^  to  be  ratified  by  the  grand  mafier ;  and  the  proud 
Mhmdj  who  had  loudly  inveighed  againft  the  conditions,  as 
<)ilhoaourable  ^o  the  Forty  was  ibon  after  difgraced  and  put 
to  death  ^. 

Bajazbt,  highly  pleafed  with  the  peace,  was  not  only 
fo&flualy  but  even  before-hand,  in  the  payment  of  the  fums 
above-mentioned ;  but  the  grand  mafter  reaped  neither  com-* 
ibrt  nor  honour  by  it.     The  unhappy  Zizim  made  loud  ZkiM 
com^ints  againft  him,  as  having  agreed  to  that  peace  in  ^^mpLmm 
opea,nolatioa  of  the  fafe-conduA  which  he  had  granted  ^'^^^^^  y 
ium ;  and  was  deaf  to  all  the  palliatives  which  the  Rhodian  *^  r**' 
knights,  who  guarded  his  perfon,  offered  to  him.     What  was  *fl^*''* 
M  wode,  many  of  thofe,  who  were  no  friends  to  the  or- 
der, took  occaiion  to  throw  the  ievereft  refleflions  againft  AgentnA 
lum,  as  having  fold  the  liberty  of  a  prince  who  had  put  him-  outcry 
lelf  under  his  proteftion,  and,  for  the  fake  of  an  mcfxSiiitx^  agunfi  tlm 
aUe  tribute,  had  engag^  to  become  his  gaoler,  in  favour  ftact. 
of  a  tyrant,  an  irreconcileable  enfmy  of  the  Cbri^iaos,  aad«, 
by  that  meslns,  giving  up  the  moft  favourable  <^pportunity  that 
CDoId  have  been  wifhed  for  of  kindling  a  war  in  his  domi* 
BioQS,  which  might  have  proved  of  the  greateft  advantage  t«^ 
Chriftianity.     There  are  indeed  two  cotemporary  writers, 
who  have  endeavoured  to  palliate  this  ilep  of  the  grand  maf- 
ter;  the  one  by  reprefeating  the  advantages  gained  from  ic 
to  the  Chriftian  powers  in  Europe,  by  the  detention  of  that 
trnfortunate  prince,  in  fuch.  a  light  as  0]ows  him  to  have 
beea  moie  careful  to  wipe  off  that  ftain  from  the  order,  than 
aboat  his  own  charafter,  as  an  impartial  hiflorian ;  fo  that, 
xcording  to  him,  it  was  no  more  than  a  chnfing  the  lefler  of 
tbe  two  evils.     The  other,  a  favourite  minifler  of  the  gfaod 
iB^er,  by  flatly  denying  that  ever  any  fuch  iafe-condufl  was 
gnhted  by  him;  and  pretending  that  Zizim  was  no  other, 
tbao  aprifoner  of  war,  who  mi^  be  therefcnre  difpofed  of 
according  to  the  difcretton  of  the  perfon  into  whofe  power  he 
^^  (alien.    The  misfortune  is,  that  we  have  no  coirempo- 
^  authors  to  direA  us  to  which  of  thofe  two  we  ought  U> 
jpve  the  prdfcjfCflCc-    However  that  be,  pope  Innocent  VIIL 
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Prince      Was  fo  far  from  cenfuring  this  politic  ftep  of  thtf  grand  maf« 
Zizim       tcr,  that  he  made  preffing  overtures  to  him  for  his  nuficio  fo 
/9lii  to  the  take  himfelf  the  cuftody  of  the  unfortunate  Zizim,  in  hopes, 
/*/'•         as  he  pretended,  that,  if  he  had  him  oiice  in  his  power,  im 
could  eafily  put  an  end  to  the  wars  that  raged  between  tie 
Chriftian  princes,  by  uniting  them  in  a  ftrong  league  againft 
Bajaxet.     D'Aubuffhn  made  feveral  very  juft  and  ftrong  ob* 
jeclions  againft  his  propofal ;  on  which,  however,  that  pou- 
tif  proved  fo  inflexible,  that  he  was  at  length  obliged  to. 
fend  two  of  the  principal  knights  of  the  order,  one  of  whoo 
was  the  vice-chancellor  Caourfiri,  frequendy  quoted  in  thit 
feftion,-  to  treat  With  his  holinefs  about  delivering  him  up  to 
him  upon  the  moft  advantageous  terms  to  himfelf  and  bis 
order. 
Moanttr       These  two  politic  knights,  finding  the  pontif  no  lefs  ready 
le&us         to  grant  than  they  were  to  a(k,  fo  he  obtained  their  confentj 
'^''*'         complied  with  him  upon  the  following  terms :  That  his  ho* 
^^'^  '^  linefs  (hould  not  thenceforth  take  upon  him  to  beftow  any 
^'^  ^'   commanderies  to  the  prejudice  of  the  tongues,  or  the  fenio^ 
rity  of  the  members.     2.  That  the  goods  and  revenues  of 
the  order  (hould  no-  longer  be  included  amongft  the  bene- 
fices which  the  popes  had  referved  in  their  own  gift.     3. 
•  That  in  cafe  Bajazet  (hould  withdraw  the  payment  of  the 

yearly  fum  ftipulated  for  Ziztm's  maintenance,  on  account  df 
this  new  treaty,  the  pope  fhould  fupply  that  deficiency  to  thd  - 
Xh&diaiiSy  by  fuppreffing  the  two  orders  of  St.  Lazarus  and 
St.  Sepuichre,  and  beftowing  their  revenue  upon  it,  to  pre- 
vent, fays  the  pontif  in  his  bull,  that  order,  fo  ufeful  and  ^ 
neceflkry  to  all  Chriftendom,  from  finking  under  the  po*^ 
of  the  infidels.     Neither  was  the  intereft  of  the  grand  mafter ^ 
forgot  in  this  treaty,  who,  upon  the  delivery  of  the  .prince  by  , 
his  two  plenipotentiaries,  was  to  be  cheated  cardinal,  and  his 
holinefs's  nuncio  in  the  eaft,  as  he  accordingly  was  by  an- 
nt  grand  other  bull,  dated  March  9th,  1488,  or,  according  to  otheas, 
mafter        1489  ;  a  dignity  little  fuidng  that  of  a  fecular  fovereign» 
trtated      niuch  lefs  that  of  the  chief  of  a  military  order  p.     Thus  \ 
carMnaU    y^^g  ^^^^x  unfortunate  prince  bought  and  fold  to  the  higheft 
bidder  by  thofe  religious  brokers,  .from  whom  he  hoped  for 
proteftion ;  yet  was  all  this  vaftly  ftiort  of  the  treacherous 
and  inhuman  treatment  which  he  met  with  from  that  pontifs 
immediate  fucccflbr  Alexander  VI.  who,  a  few  years  after, 
"    caufed  him  to  be  clofely  confined  in  the  caftle  of  St.  AngeK 
and,  for  the  fum  of  30o,ooo»ducats,  which  Bajazet  engaged 
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0pfty  Mm,  ordered  him  to  be  privately  poifoned,  as  we  have 
iewn  more  at  large  in  a  former  volume. 

The  grand  mafter,  at  the  news  of  that  horrid  treachery,  D*Aubttf« 
fbevtd  the  moft  tender  concern  for  the  nnfortunllte  prince,  fon  rgfints 
(ho'  he  dared  not  exprefs  his  abhorrence  againft  his  murderer,  '^^  ^''m* 
triio,  inftead  of  excufing  the  fa£t,  fent  his  nuncio  to  require  ^^''^^ 
lum  to  fend  immediate  word  to  Bajazet  of  the  preparations 
iriiich  Ckarks  VIII.  of  France  was  making  againft  him.    On 
tbe  other  hand,  Charles  fent  him  a  letter,  to  invite  him  to 
6>oie  over,  and  confult  with  him  about  his  defigned  expe** 
iStk>n  againft  the  foltan ;  but  he,  who  clearly  forefaw  that 
the  French  monarch  would  foon  have  other  work  upon  his 
hands,  both  in  Udy  and  his  own  dominions,  as  it  adVually 
proved,  neither  regarded  the  invitation  of  the  one,  nor  the 
orders  of  the  other :  for  which  that  pontif  gave  him  foon 
after  fuch  an  earneft  of  his  refentment,  as  made  him  and  the 
Whole  order  apprehend  fome  farther  attempts  from  him  up 
\m  their  privil^es.    For,  about  this  time,  the  commanderyT^^^^^ 
of  NoveOeCj  and  the  rich  priory  of  Catalonia^  happening  to  be  tnnjMdtt 
vacant,  Alexander ^  by  his  own  authority,  as  fole  difpofer,  as  /^^  right$ 
he  ftiled  himfelf,  of  all  fuch  preferments,  beftowed  them  on  rf^^' 
he  worthlcfe  nephew  Lewis  Borgia^  tho*  the  grand  mafter  had  *''^» 
already  conferred  them  upon  Francis  Bojfolxy  one  of  the  moft 
Shiftrions.  knights  of  the  tongue  oi  Arragon,    Happily  for 
themf  Ferdinand  king  of  Arragm  and  Cafhile^  who  was  ever 
at  war  with  th^  Mi»rs  of  Africa^  and  ftood  in  conftant  need 
of 'the  aififtance  of  the  order,  was  quickly  prevailed  upoo,  by 
Adr  complaints,  to  interpofe  his  authoaty  in  their  behalf; 
which  he  did  in  fo  efleAual  a  manner,  that  the  pope  was 
fiorced  to  fubmit,  and  forego  his  pretended  right  over  theu* 
eodefiailical  preferments '. 

By  this  time  the  pope  made  fo  odious  a  figure  in  the  world,  Engagu 
and  had  raifed  fo  many  enemies  againft  him,  that  he  thought  tbeCiri' 
k  high  time  by  fome  way  to  wipe  off,  or  at  leaft  to  take  cSfii^ 
the  eyes  of  the  world  from,  the  fcandalous  ftalns  which  he^'^"^^'  '* 
had  brought  on  his  pontifical  charafter.    To  this  end,  he  ^    .  !f^^ 
ordered  his  nuncios  to  invite  the  Chriftlan  princes  into  a  ^rfurki 
powerful  league  againft  the  Turks^  of  which  he  defigned  to 
dedire  himfelf  the  chief.    The  grand  mafter  was  not  forgot 
in  it,  whom  he  promifed  to  appoint  generaliflimoof  this  new 
cmlade*    The  grand  mafter,  who  had  too  much  reafon  to 
fofjpeft  the  pontiPs  fincerity,  was  much  inclined  to  refiife  thr 
«TOr ;  but  the  council  reprefenting  to  him  the  dilcredit  the 
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declining  fuch  an  itiyitation  would  be  to  the  order,  whofe 
profeffion  it  was  to  embrace  all  opportunities  of  warring 
againft  the  enemies  of*  Chriftianity,  joined  to  an  pbliging  let- 
ter which  he  received  from  Lewis  XII.  in  which  he  acquaint* 
ed  him,  that  he  had  fent  a  fmall  fleet  into  i)iQ  Mediterranean^ 
under  the  command  of  Philip  of  Clevesj  who  was  exprefsly 
ordered  to  obey  and  be  dire<^d  by  him  in  all  things,  did  at 
length  determine  him  to  accept  of  that  high  poft.  He  ordered 
accordingly  a  fuitaj^le  number  of  large  fliips,  gallies,  and 
other  veifels,  to  be  equipped,  and  waited  only  for  the  arri- 
%  val  of  thofe  of  the  pope  and  French  admiral.     But  this  la^ 

inftead  of  following;  his  inflruftions,  failed  direftly  to  the 
ifland  of  Jlletelin,  and  befieged  the  capital  of  it ;  but  was 
foon  obliged  to.ralfe  the  fiege,  after  having  fudained  a  coor 
fiderable  lofs,  both  of  his  (liips  ajnd  troops,  and  forced  to 
a  (hamtful  retreat  into  his  own  country. 
D'Aubuf-      Soon  after  this  the  grand  mailer  received  the  difagreeaUr 
{on  for*     news  of  it  from  Veriice ;  and  that  he  mufl  no  longer  depeol 
"^L^^m       ^^  ^^  ^  5  gallies  which  the  pope  had  engaged  tofuroKb,  for 
hi^MMSi   jj^^j  j^^  j^^j  j^Q  more  than  two  at  fea,  and  they  otherwife  eo^ 

ployed  :  fo  that  he  faw  himfelf  under  the  neceffity  cither  t^ 

carry  on  the  whole  war  without  any  affillancebut  thatof  hii 

order,  or  to  let  the  league,  which  ilill  fub/ifled,  come  to  no* 

thing.     He  chofe  the  former,  as  the  more  honourable  of  ti* 

two ;  his  fleet  took  the  iOand  of  5/.  Miz/ro,  wbilft  himfelf  wif 

ufiug  all  his  efTorts  in  vain  to  fpirit  up  the  allied  powers 

The  treacherous  pojitif,  thinking  he  had  done  enough  tofavi 

his  character,  was  now  wholly  taken  up  with  enriching  li 

nephew,  whilft  the  other  princes,  after  his  example,  wen 

minding  their  own  private  interefts.    So  that  all  the  fruit  thU 

was  reaped  from  this  extraordinary  league,  beiides  cheta]:ii^ 

of  the  fmall  ifland  above-mentioned,  was  a  conliderable  prizi 

which  Villagaruty  who  commanded  the  Rhodian  fquadfOB^ 

made  of  fome  Turhijb  merchant-fliips  bound  for  Con/latitino^k 

richly  laden,  and  which,  after  having  defeated  and  difperiie^ 

their  efcortc,  he  brought  fafc  to  the  haven  of  Rhodes*        ' 

•His  grief       To  alleviate  the  grief  which  the  ill  fuccefs  of  this  league 

^ugmetiitid  jj^^  treachery  of  the  pope,  and  unfalthfulnefs  of  the  aUia 

hy  other     (^hrillian  princes,  gave  him,  which  was  ftill  aggravated  b] 

dijtfj  ITS.    Q^Q^  nQ  lef^  pungent  cares,  among  which  the  fcandalou»eft 

croachments  which  the  ravenous  pontif  made  on  the  privilege 

of  the  order  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  luxury  and  effemiDaq 

which  rcigr^ed  among  the  greater  part  of  the  Rhodixn  knighW 

were  not  the  leafl:,  he  fpent  the  ihort  remnant  of  his  life  ii 

applying  the  moft  effeftual  means  to  work  a  thorough  reform 

aii^n,  by  rcvivbg  the  OAtleut  difupliae.    He  began  ^A 
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aiedifl  for  banifluog  all.  the  Jews  frosi  the  Rhodian  domi- 

BODs,  flot  only  as  enemies  to  the.  name  of  Chrift,  but  as 

brokers  and  panders  to  the  debauchery  and  luxury  which  he 

let  about  to  reform.     Ihe  next  was  a  kind  of  fumptusFy 

liw,  by  which  he  exprelly  forbid  the  ufe  of  gold,  filver,  and 

adser  taudry^  ornaEneatSy  in  the  apparel,  equipage,   and  fur- 

BJtuFe,  of  the  order,  under  the  fevercft  penalties,  in  which     ' 

kliad  the  fiBgular  fttisfadioa  to  feefuch  a  general  deference 

paid  to  his  authority^  that  they  feemed  to  be  quite  bamihe4 

oat  of  the  iiland  in  a  very  little  time.     But  this  was  greatly 

oiiErbalaiK:ed  by  the  luortification  he  received  to  fee  all  the 

jaft  complaints  he  fetu  to  that  voraci<JUS  pontif  not  only 

fiwe  iadfeftual,  but  even  prodtiftivc  of  frcih  opprdSons: 

«d  encroachments ;  fo  that  oppreffed  with  grief  and  cares,    • 

as  well  as  old  age,  being  now  turned  of  fourfcorcy  he  fell  jj*^  Jeatk 

Jito  a  deep  melancholy,  which  carried  him^off  on  the  3d  of    1593. 

ys/p,  in  the  27th. year  of  his  grand  mafterihip  °. 

The  chapter,  to  retrieve  as  much  as  pbffible  the  lofs  of       Emc- 
fcillaftriousa  chief,  <jhofe  in  his  room  Emeric  d*  j^mBa/e,  ^r'^d'Ami 
pcrfon  of  no  lefe  noble  a  femily,  then  grand  prior  of.  ir^wctf,  toifc. 
lad  reizding  in  his  priory,  but  who  left  it  foon  after  to  at- 
ttBi  on  the  more  preffing  duties  of  bis  new  dignity.;    Up- 
<«  his  arrival  at  Rho^s,  his  fiifft  care,  to  inform  himfelf 
rf  the  true  ftate  of  the  order,  was  to  convoke  a  general 
CDQQcii,  to  regulate  the  finances,  and  put  the  iflands  and* 
fet  intaa  condition  of  oppoHng  the  common  enemies,  Ba^- 
/cs^and  the  foltan  of  Egypt y  who  had  privately  entered 
iofio  an  alliance  againA  them.    The  former,  who  could  never  j  Uagui 
krgwe  the  Rhodians  the  reception  they  gave  to  his  brother, /^rm^^ 
lor  the  great  power  they  had  at  that  time  at  fea,  by  which  againft 
Acy  daily  enriched  thenifelves  at  the  expence  of  the  Twr^j/S  Rhodes.* 
nd  Egyptian  commerce,  which  was  in  fome  meafure  ruined 
ky  thdr  gallies,  no'fooner  faw  himielf  out  of  danger  from 
that  formidable  rival,  than  he  ordered  his  corfairs  to  make 
freqaent  descents  upon  all  the  iflands  belonging  to  the  order, 
iod  commit  any  other  hodUities  againft  them.     As  for  the 
Egyptian  pince,  he  was  not  only  a  great  lofer  by  them  in  the 
irtide  of  conunerce,  but  was  no  lefs  annoyed  by  the  progrefs 
which  the  Pcrtuguefe  had  made  on  the  coafts  of  the  Red 
&a,  aBd  in  many  other  parts  of  the  eaft  "^ ;  but  as  his  coun- 
try afibrded  no  timber  for  building  a  fufficient  number  of 
Alps  to  make  head  againft  nvo  fuch  naval  powers,  he  was 
obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  Bajazet,  who  by  this  treaty  al- 
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'  lowed  him  the  liberty  of  buying  merchant  and  other  Tefleli 

at  ConfianiinopICf  and.  of  cutting  trees  in  tfie  foreft  near 

mount  Negro,  along  the  bay  of  Ajaz%o,  for  the  conftruAiofl 

of  others.     In  confideration  of  which,  he  obliged  htoifeH 

to  furnifti  the  Turkhfb  foltan  with  a  po\Verful  'fleet  for  the  be- 

lieging  of  Rhodes, 

Bajazet*i       Whilst  thcfc  preparations  were  carrying  on,  Bajazd 

Jieit  Tf      fent  out  a  numerous  fleets  coniifting  of  ^  great  variety  d( 

fins.         gaUieSy  and  other  veflels,  commanded  by  the  £imed  corfalt 

CamaHf  with  orders  to  fail  to  the  ifland  belonging  to  tM 

order,  and  to  put  all  to  fire  and  fword.    But  the  grand  mafi 

tcr^  who  had  his  fpies  even  in  the  heart  of  the  feragiio  itfd^ 

having  had  time  fulEcient  tg  repah-  every  fortificatioDy  andtd 

put  into  every  place  a  fuflicient  number  of  forces,  conmianded 

by  fome  of  the  braveft  knights  of  the  order,  thofe  invader^ 

^et  with  fiich  a  hot  reception  where-ever  they  landed,  d)at 

the  greateft  part  of  them  were  cot  in  jneces.  Without  bdS] 

able  to  fucteed  in  any  of  them.    Camali^  at  length,  havi 

gathered  up  the  fliattered  remains  of  his  forces,  made  hi 

laft  attempt  upon  the  iiland,  or  rather  barren  rock,  of  Un'^ 

doy  guarded  only  by  a  caftle  and  a  fmatl  garrifon,  which  M 

laid  iiege  to.     The  governor,  an  old  officer,  bcidg  then  con^ 

.£ned  to  his  bed,  conunitted  the  defence  of  it  to  a  yoaog 

Piedmont  eft  knight^  named  Simojii,  fcarcely  18  years  ol£ 

who,  after  returning  their  briAc  ftre  for  fome  thne,  obrerviog 

that  their  cannon  had  beat  down  fome  part  of  the  wall,  iin^ 

mediately  ordered  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  ifland,  whobal 

i^tired  thither,  both  men  and  women,  to  appear  upon  thd 

breach  with  the  wtute  crofs  of  the  order  upon  their  breaft, 

and  their  weapons  in  their  hands,  whom  Camali  and  his  men 

took  for  fo  many  Rhodiau  knights  who  had  landed  there  ia 

the  night  to  the  afGftance  of  the  garrifon  ;  fo  that  the  ftsU 

of  being  fnrrounded  by  the.  Rbodidn  gallies  made  them  raiA 

the  iiege  with  the  utmoft  precipitation,  and  betake  theoh 

felves  ^o  their  (hips,  and  to  a  fhamefuf  flight  ^r. 

Gattri  Presently  after  this,  the  foltan  of  £^^#  having,  pur- 

Comp-      fuant  to  his  treaty,  fent  out  feven  armed  pinks  to  make  t 

(ovLsJUit   defcent  on  the  ifland  of  tango,  the  two  firlt  who  were  feat 

dif sated.     iQ  reconnoitre  it  were  difcovered  from  the  caftle ;  upon  whidf 

the  governor  difpatched  two  gallies  out  of  the  haven,  which» 

fetching  a  oompafs  about,,  came  fo  fuddenly  upon  tbem^  tfaal^ 

they  bad  no  other  way  to  efcape  than  by  landing  on  th^ 

coah,  and  hiding  themielves  in  the  ifland;  upon  which  tb6 

s  Bosio,  Sc  al.  fup.  citat.    Vbetot,  nb!  fup,  t  iii.  1.  ^ 
fr  ai9^ftfeq. 

Ithodiat 


C*7*  ^^  Hijiiny  vf  Maltha.  1 3  j 

Ekatm  gallies  towed  the  two  pinks  aioag,  and»  having  put 
fine  of  their  own  foldiers  and  failors  in  thenii   under  two 
tajghts  of  the  order,  followed  the  {ame  route  with  the  other 
kc,  and  fell  foul  upon  them  as  foon  as  they  had  joined 
tkm.    Their  fnrprife  was  increafed  when  they  beheld  from 
kfaind  a  creek  the  two  Rhodian  gallies  ready  to  furround 
them.     They  defended  themfelves  briikly  for  fbme  time ; 
lat,  bdQg  forced  to  farrender,  were  immediately  put  in  irons, 
ttd  carried  prifoners  to  Rhodes*.  Thefc  two  ftpaiagems  were  j  ^^.^^  ^^ 
Uowed  fome  dme  after  by  a  more  conGderable  oae»  againft  rack  tain 
laooftrous  large  car^k  that  failed  yearly  from  Alexandria  to  fy  the 
iii/bintinopley  laden  with  the  richell  filks,  fpices,  and  other  Rhodians^ 
(doable  merchandize,   which   the  grand  iignor*s  fubjeAs 
lOQght  from  thcIUdSea.     This  velTel  was  of  fuch  height, 
hat  the  main-maft  of  a  Rhodian  galley  hard! v 'reached  its 
row.     It  was  feven  ftories  high ;  andJts  maft  (o  thick,  that 
||iree  men  could  fcarcely  embrace  it.    It  carried,  bcHdes  its 
togbtp  merchants,  and  other  oecefTary  failors,  between  90Q 
ad  1000  foldiers  forits  defence ;  and  was  called^  on  account    • 
if  its  vaft  bulk  and  rich  kiding,  the  queen  of'  the  fea.    It 
lad  been  attempted  more  than  once  by  the  Rtodian  gallies  in 
le  kte  grand  mailer  dJubuJbn's  time,  without  fucceis. 
rUs  did  not  difcourage  the  prefent  one  from  trying  his  for* 
nae  againft  it,  as  foon  as  he  was  apprifed  pf  its  being  at 
a.    He  committed  the  expedition  to  an  expert  and  brave 
taa^t,  named  Gaftineau^  who  commanded  the  firft  man  of 
nr  belonging  to  the  order,  and  was  directed  to  attempt  it 
ather  by  ftraiagem  than  force,  but  to  ^void  the  burning  or 
bking  of  it. 

Gastinea0,  according  to  his  inftruflions,  £uled  dire^y 
Qvards  the  ifland  of  Candia  in  queft  of  it,  and  foon  after 
ame  in  fight  of  her.  The  Saracen^  who  commanded  the 
anck,  made  not  one  fmgle  motion  to  (hun  him,  but  feemed 
ither  infuldngly  to  come  full  in  his  way.  As  foon  as  they 
>tre  got  near  enough  to  one  another,  the  Rhodian  lent  on^ 
)f  Us  offico^  in  his  long-boat  to  fummon  him  to  furrender ; 
D^ich  the  Saracen  haughtily  anfwei'ed,  thaj^  the  veflel  be- 
oogel  to  the  Yoltan  his  mafter ;  thai  he  bad  had  it  feveral 
lars  under  his  command,  and  had  nerer  before  met  with,  in 
iQyof  thofe  feas,  an  enemy  bold  enough  to  fend  him  fuch  \ 
Jallenge ;  that  he  h^d  on  board  a  van  multitude  of  brav^ 
MjCmi,  who  would  hazard  their  lives  ^  defence  of  it, 
"t^ineau^  having  r^c^ived  this  anfwer,  difpatche^  the  officer 
kkwitb  this  reply;  that  he  was  likcwifc  commanded  by 

'  Vidf  aoft.  fppra  citat. 
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his  grand  mafter  to  come  thither  and  attack  him  at  all  ha-j 
zards,  and  he  was  obliged  in  honour  to  obey ;  and  that  ir 
he  did  not  immediately  furrender,  he  would  either  burn  oTj 
fmk  him  without  any  further  ceremony ;  but  that  if  he. 
yielded,  he  would  give  them  quarter.  The  Saracen,  af- 
fronted at  this  fecond  mefTage,  bid  him  go' back  ;  and  threats 
cned  him,  that  if  he  came  again  on  that  errand,  he  woul^; 
order  him  to  be  thrown  into  the  fea. 

The  Rhodian  commander,  by  all  thcfc  intermeflages,  only, 
meant  to  amufe  him  till  he  had  got  him  within  cannon-fliot^; 
by  which  time  he  gave  the  carack  a*broadfide  witli  hiS; 
"cartridge  guns,  which,  among  other  mifchief,  killed  the  Sa^ 
racen  commander  ;  at  which  the  merchants,  officers,  and  all 
that  were  upon  deck,  were  fo  difmayed,  that  they  made  a 
fignai  to  furrender  before  he  could  tack  about  to  give  them 
a  fecond.     The  Rhodian  knight  ordered  the  moft  confidcr- 
able  of  them  to  come  into  his  galley,  whilft  he  fent  a  fuifi- 
cient  number  of  his  foldiers  and  mariners  into  the  carack  to 
take  care  of  her.     When  they  came  to  examine  her  cargo,. 
they  found  it  immenfely  rich ;  for,  befides  the  merchandize 
(he  was  freighted  with,  ftie  carried  a  large  quantity  of  mo- 
ney, gold,  fdver,  jewels,  e!rc.  to  redeem  which,  as  well  as  his 
own   fubjecls,  the  foltan  fent  an  equivalent  in  fpices,  rich 
fluffs,  and  other  valuable  commodities.     Not  long  after  this 
the  R})odian  gallies  made  a  confiderable  new  prize,  near  the 
ifle  of  Cyprus,  of  three  Saracen  merchant-men,  which  were 
fent  with  their  lading  into  France,  and  there  exchanged  for 
cannon,  arms,  ammunition,  and  other  warlike  ftores*. 
f he  foltan      ALL  this  while  the  fubjefts    of  Cauri  Compfcn^  foltan  of 
ff^^^'Cs  Egypt,   had  been  cutting  down  timber  in  the  woods  adjacent 
feet  di'     to  the  bay  of  j^jazzo,  in  order  to  build  therewith  a  new 
feated.       fleet  of  (hips,  as  we  lately  hinted.     As  foon,  therefore,  as  he 
was  informed  of  their  being  ready  for  his  purpofe,  he  fent 
out  a  fleet,  confiding  of  twenty-five  vefiels  of  different  bulks, 
to  fetch  them  away.     The  grand  mafter  was  foon  informed 
of  their,  arrival  in  that  bay ;  and,  with  the  advice  of  his 
council,  difpatched   the  great  carack,  attended  by  four  gal- 
lies, to  go  and  attack  them ;  and  as  the  defigned  Egyptkn 
armament  was  partly  intended  againft  the  king  of  Portugal, 
the  Rhodian  gallies  were  put  under  the  command  of  a  knight 
of  .that  nation,  named  j^ndrev/  Jmaral,  a  gentleman  bold 
and  brave  indeed,  but  proud  and  confident.     The  reft  of  the 
veffels  were  committed  to  the  care  of  Villiers  de  njie  Adam, 
fince  grand  mafter,  a  knight  not  inferior  to  him  in  cour:ige, 
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btt  more  cool  and  circumfpeA.  But  when  both  were  joined 
at  the  place  of  rendezvoas,  at  the  pape  of  St.  Andrew^  on 
dieeaft  coaft  of  Cyprus y  the  Portugiufe  admiral  was  for  go- 
iig  to  attack  the  enemy  in  the  very  bottom  of  the  bay,  and 
die  other  for  flaying  till  their  vefiels  were  laden,  and  got  in 
fall  fail.  The  contefl  would  have  rifen  to  a  dangerous 
iseight,  if  the  latter  had  not  yielded  to  the  former,  and  let  fail 
with  hian  Co  the  galph.  The  Saracen  commander  no  fooner 
efpied  them  entering,  than  he  caufed  all  the  men  that  were 
OQ  fhore  to  come  on  boards  and  failed  away  to  meet  them  ; 
bat  the  Rhodiam^  having  got  much'  better  pilots  with  them, 
liad  gained  the  wind  of  the  enemy  before  the  onfet  began, 
it  proved  a  very  fierce  one  on  both  fides  during  the  fpace  of 
three  whole  hours,  till  the  RhodianSy  vexed  at  the  obftinate 
oppofitioii  of  the  enemy,  as  well  as  the  lofs  of  fo  many  of 
thdr  own  (hips  and  men,  agreed  to  board  them  at  once ; 
iduch  was  done  with  fuch  vigour  and  bravery,  that  the  Sa^ 
racenSt  no- way  equal  to  them  in  this  clofe  way  of  fightings 
abandoned  their  veflels,  by  throwing  themfdvcs,  fome  into 
thdr  long*boats,  and  others  into  the  fea,  and  happy  were 
they  that  could  gain  the  fhore,  where  they  fought  for  (helter 
in  die  woods.  The  admiral  was  the  only  one  that  dared  to 
Hand  his  ground,  and  preferred  dying  fword  in  hand  to  a 
ihameful  flight.  The  refult  was,  that  the  Rhodians  took  1 1 
fail,  and  four  gallies,  and  funk  all  the  reft.  They  next 
landed  fome  forces  to  purfue  the  fugitives,  many  of  whom 
they  killed  and  took  prifoners ;  after  which,  they  fell  to  ra- 
vaging the  country  about,  from  whence  they  brought  fome 
confiderable  plunder  before  they  left  the  bay.  With  all  thefe 
prizes  they  iet  fail  for  Rhodes,  and  entered  the  harbour  with 
the  ofual  iignals  of  joy,  and  a  booty  which  fufficiently  re- 
paid all  the  expence  of  that  expedition  **.  The  grand  mafter 
ordered  great  rejoicings  to  be  made  both  in  the  city  and 
iilands,  and  difpatched  the  nows  of  it  to  the  feveral  courts  of 
Europe y  and  all  the  priorieis  of  the  oider,  intreating  the  one, 
and  enjoining  the  other,  ^  to  fend  him  fre(h  fupplks  of  men, 
money,  and  arms,  with  all  fpeed,  there  being  fo  much  caufe 
to  fuppofe  that  the  foltan  would  not  let  fuch  an  affront  go 
long  unrevenged. 

The  grand  mafter  employed  the  (hort  remainder  of  his 
life  in  repairing  the  fortifications  under  his  gQvernment,  and 
died  on  the  1 3th  of  November^  in  the  78th  year  of  his  age,  Dtatb  •/ 
and  the  8th  of  his  grand  mafterftiip.    He  was  fiKceeded  by  the  grand 
Quj  de  Blanche-Court,  nephew  to  the  late  PetiT^  iAubujJhn,  mafter^ 
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40.  Gay  grand  prior  of  Auvirgne^  to  vrhofe  cuftody  the  unfortunate 

de  Zizim  had  been  committed  upon  his  going  for  France.  Whilft 

Blanche-  the  news  of  his  cleft  ion  were  haftening  thither  to  him,  the 

Court,      chapter  received  a  buU  from  pope  Julius  11.  now  in  the 

*S  **•     chair,  and  a  perfon  of  moft  ambitious  views,  inviting  than  10 

a|Eft  at  the  council  of  Lateran^  the  guard  of  which  he  dc* 

figned  to  Commit  to  them-    But  they,  being  well  apprifed 

how  little  religion  was  concerned  in  the  meafures  of  that 

pontlf,  excufed  themfelves  from  complying  during  the  ab-* 

fence  of  the  grand  mailer,  and  only  ordered  their  adnural 

Carettu  then  refiding  at  the  court  of  Rome^  to  convoke  as 

many  knights  as  he  could  in  Italy  to  perform  that  office  cm- 

der  his  command.    Neither  was  this,  a  proper  time  for  the 

head  of  th^  order  to  be  attending  the  pope  and  council,  when 

they  were  threatened  with  a  powerful  invafion  from  the 

Porte ;  fo  that  Caretti,  infte^d  of  ftaying  to  attend  the  coun* 

oil,  obtained  leave  of  the  pope  to  repair  with  his  knights 

to  Rhodes  with  all  poilible  fpced,  carrying  thither  two  yefleb 

bden  with  com. 

Th£  grand  mailer,  on  his  part,  being  likewife  apprifed  ct 

Bajazef^vzfk  armament,  made  all  the  hade  he  could    to 

r^ch  the  ifland,  though  at  that  time  dangerouily  ill,  infoi 

much  that  the  knights,  who  embarked  with  him  at  Nice^ 

finding  him  to  grow  ilill  worfe,  would  have  perfuaded  him 

to  land  in  Sicily^  an(i  ftay  there  till  he  was  recovered ;  which 

he  Utterly  refufed,  and  expired  by  that  time  they  vere  come 

to  the  height  of  the  ifle  of  Zantbus.    When  he  found  his 

laft  moments  approaching,  his  firft  c^xt  was  to  have  a  caravel 

tb  row  to  RIh^s  with  all  poffible  fpeed,  to  carry  the  news  cf 

his  death  before  the  court  of  Rome  could  have  nodce  ci  it, 

left  the  pope  ihoqld  take  upon  him  to  appoint  him  a  fuoce£- 

fiegroMd  for  «,    Hp  died  on  the  24th  of  Navemher^  and  the  veflcl  ar- 

f^/f***'^^  rived  at  Rhodes  on  the  13  th  of  Decen^er,  aud  on  the  very 

Rh  T**^  "^^^  ^*7  *^  chapter  proceeded  to  a  new  eie£|lon,  in  which 

I  ?  A,  *'  ^^  choicp  fell  upwmonfly  pn  Fabricius  Car^tfi^  lately  men- 

^  ^*     tioned,  a  gentlem^  who  had  greatly  fignaUied  himfelf  in 

the  laft  fiege  of  Rhodes ^  and  to  whom  the  great  d'Auhttffon  had 

is^  fome  meafure  foretold  his  advancement  to  that  dignity. 

1.4.  Fabri-     His  firft  care,  after  his  eleflion,  was  to  fiflemble  a  ge^^ 

^ias  Ca-   neral  chapter  in  the  ifland,  in  order  to  make  all  the  poffiblc 

H^*        preparations  for  the  approaching  fic^e ;  foon  after  wbkh, 

he  caufed  an  extraordinary  train  of  artillery  to  be  brought 

^-om  Frc^nce^  whither  he  had  fent  the  grand  prior  Pbi&fi 

*  • 
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V§ers  de  ti/U  Adam^  as  hid  lietitenant  and  vifitor  In  that 
kfligdom.  The  War  with  which  they  were  threatened  was 
kwever  fofpended  for  fome  time,  through  the  difleofions 
vhichvbappened  among  Bajazet^s  ions,  of  which  we  have  given 
afcO  account  elfewherc.  Se/im,  his  youogeft,  having  got 
the  power  into  his  hands  by  the  murder  of  his  two  brothers^ 
onfed  his  arms  into  Perfia  with '  fuch  fuocefs  and  valour^ 
that  the  ibphi  was  obliged  to  make  an  alliance  with  feveral 
other  powers,  and  in  particular  with  the  grand  mafter  and 
the  foltan  of  Egypt,  to  both  of  whom  Selim  was  beccHoe 
equally  fomudable.  The  coniequence  of  which  league  was, 
tbtt  Se&H,  after  feveral  vain  attempts  to  bring  the  latter  off, 
bent  lus  whole  force  againft  Egypt ^  and  in  lefs  than  four 
years  made  himfelf  mafter  of  Syria,  Pttkjlhie,  part  of  Ara* 
)na^  and  the  whole  kingdom  of  Egypt,  by  which  a  final  end 
vas  pnt  to  the  Afamhc  dynafty. 

The  grand  mafter  foon  received  Intelligence  of  the  naval  SdimV 
jveparations  which  Seiim  was   now  making,    and  rightly /'•^''•^ 
jttdg^  that  they  were  dcfigned  againft  Rhodes,  they  confift-  "**' 
lag  of  no  lefs  than  two  hundred  gallies,  which  he  ordered  ^^^X 
to  be  equipped  with  all  expedition.     As  he  had,  at  his  elcc-  *^"^**» 
tion,  accepted  of  the  fole  management  of  the  treafury,  he 
^ared  no  coft  to  put  himfelf  in  the  beft  pofture  of  defence.  ' 
Be  added  fome  new  fortifications  to  the  city  and  haven, 
filed  his  arfenals  and  magazines,  and  took  all  other  proper 
precaations  againft  the  enemy.     But  whilft  he  was  thus  em* 
i^^f  a  J^t  whom  Stlim  had  hired  for  his  purpofe,  and 
vho^'toput  himfi^f  io  a  more  efPe^al  condition  to  ierve 
him,  bad  turned  Chriftian,  and  been  baptized  at  Rhodes ^  was 
kBt&og  him  the  news  of  every  thing  that  was  done  there^ 
aad^oTall  the  weak  places  in  the  ifland,  which,  by  his  infi- 
nadon  with  th^  moft  confider^ble  p^rfons  of  the  city,  he 
had  frequent  opportunities  to  examine. 

Ih  the  mean  time  Selm  died,  and  was  facceeded  by  his  Hh  dn^ 
^  im  Soliman  II,  then  fcarcely  ao  years  of  age,  which  »S*^ 
pve  an  encouragement  to  Cazelh^  governor  of  Syria,  to 
revolt  from  him.  As  he  was  in  great  want  of  fome  artillpy, 
he  had  recourie  to  the  grand  mafter  for  a  fupply ;  to  whiclv 
Caretti  readily  confent^,  and  fent  him  a  great  quantity  of 
powder,  ball,  and  other  ammunition,  together  with  fome  o| 
bis  experteft  engineers,  of  all  which  he  made  flngulqir  goo<i 
nfe'at  the  head  of  his  Manducs,,  till,  being  at  laft  overpowv 
•ivd  by  nuiaberii,  he  loft  at  once  the  battle  and  his  lifev 
4^^^?90n*s  mi^ifters,  after  this  viftory,  failed  not  xq  oufpe^ 
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rate  .him  againft  the  RfndianSy  who,  they  told  him,  had  af- 
Med  that  rebel  with  artillery  and  ammunition,  were  iworn 
enemies  to  the  Porte^  and  held  a  vaft  number  of  his  bravcft 
fubjefts  in  chains.  But  what  chiefly  determined  that  prince 
to  declare  war  agaiaft  Rhodes^  was,  the  inftrudtions  which 
his  father  had  left  him  in  writing ;  among  which  was  found 
an  exafl  account  of  tlie  ftate  of  the  iiland,  as  it  had  been 
communicated  to  him  by  the  Jewijb  fpy  lately  meatiooed. 

Whilst,  therefore,  he  was  making  all  thefe  vaft  prepa- 
rations againft  the  grand  mafter^  the  latter  was  do  lets  dili- 
gent in  providing  all  things  for  a  vigorous  defence  ;  and,  as 
he  had  taken  care  betimes  to  fecure  the  aiCftance  of  the  pope, 
and  fome  other  Chriftian  powers,  fo  he  gladly  faw  arrive  at 
his  port  three  gallies  well  armed  from  the  pontif,  nine  from 
France^  together  with  four  brigantines,  and  as  many  armed 
barks,  under  the  command  or-the  baron  Blancard,  which 
failed  away,  however,  homewards,  foon  after,  upon  the  news 
that  Soliman  was  going  to  befiege  Belgrade.  We  have  elfe- 
where  fpoken  of  that  fiege,  and  the  lof^  of  that  important 
place;  which,  whilft  it  was  carrying  on  with  the utmoft  fury, 
was  attended  with  the  death  of  the  grand  mailer,  who,  worn 
out  with  age  and  fatigues,  and  now  with  concern  and  grief, 
departed  this  life  on  the  loth  of  January j  in  the  beginning 
of  the  8th  year  of  his  government.  The  prefent  ftate  of 
affairs  obliging  the  order  to  proceed  with  all  diligence  to  the 
cleftion  of  a  fucceflbr,  to  which  there  appeared  a  greater, 
number  of  competitors  than  ufual,  the  choice  would  in  all 
likelihood  have  fallen  on  Andrea  dJmarald^  grand  chancellor 
of  the  order,  and  prior  of  Cafiile^  a  pcrfon  in  all  other  re- 
fpefts  well  qualified  for  that  dignity,  had  not  his  affumiDg 
behaviour  on  that  occaTion  quite  dtfgufied  the  eleftors,  and 
42.  Villi-  induced  them  to  give  the  preference  to  Philip  Villiers  d£  tifii 
•redel'iflc  j^danty  a  perfon  of  great  merit,  and  at  that  time  abfent  from 
Adam.  Rhodes.  The  applaufe  which  the  reft  of  the  order  gave  to 
his  eleftion  threw  the  haughty  Atnaraid  into  fuch  cxcefs  of 
refentment,  that  he  could  not  forbear  telling  a  Span\lb 
knight,  hisintimate,  that  Lijle  Adam  would  be  the  laft  grand 
mailer  of  Rhodes  ;  as  he  really  proved,  through  the  vindic- 
tive perfidy  and  bafenefs  of  that  exafperated  Spaniard.  The 
method  that  traitor  took  to  perpetrate  his  moft  hellifti  defign, 
as  Bofio  informs  us  **,  was  as  follows  : 

Having  fecared  a  young  Turkijb  flave  to  his  intereft,  «0" 
der  the  hopes  of  regaining  his  liberty,  he  ienthim  privately  to 

*  Hift.  de  Malt.     Baudoin,  lib.  ix.  cap.  i.     V^rtot,  ubi 
flip.  p.  254,  &  icq, 
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CsSfiantinople,  with  a  letter  to  the  grand  iignor,  in  which  he 
give  him  the  moft  minute  account  of  the  condition  of  Rhodes, 
with  refpeft  to  its  fortifications,  arms,  garrifon,  prgvifions,. 
6c.  to  all  which  he  added,  that  the  order  was  jufl  then  go- 
ing to  pull  down  the  baftion  of  Juvsrgne,  in  order  to  have 
it  rebuilt  upon  a  former  foundation ;  fo  tliat  now  was  his 
lirac  for  executing  his  deiign  upon  that  city,  feeing  he  would 
find  it  quite  uncovered  and  defcncelefs  on  that  iide.  The 
foJtan  was  flill  in  Hungary ^  fo  that  the  young  Turk  was  ob- 
liged to  delivei-  his  packet  to  the  prime  minifter,  who  caufed 
it  to  be  difpatched  to  his  mafter.  Soliman^  beyond  meafure 
pleafed  to  find  fo  powerful  a  privileged  fpy  offering  him  his 
fervices,  fent  back  his  flave  with  tlie  higfaeil  promifesof 
gratitude.  His  treacherous  mafter,  to  avoid  all  fufpicion^ 
gave  out,  that  he  was  come  back  with  the  price  of  his  raa- 
fom,  and  carelfcd  him  after  fuch  a  flrange  manner,  as  gave 
great  uneafincfs  to  fome  of  his  order,  who  yet*  dared  not  let  it 
break  out  for  fear  of  his  refentment,  efpccially  as  the  grand 
mailer  was  not  yet  arrived  from  France^  where  ht  bad  been 
procuFHig  all  the  fuccours  he  could  get  againft  the  approach- 


ing v»  ar. 


H£  went  at  length  on  board  the  great  carack  of  the  order, 
which  waited  for  him  at  MarfiilUs^  when,  thro*   the  carc- 
kifnefs  of  fome  of  his  fervants,  the  veflel  took  fire  foon  af- 
ter, and  burnt  with  fuch  vehemence,  that  the  fails,  cordage, 
6c.  were  all  confumed,  and  nothing  was  talked  of  but  aban- 
doning it,  and  getting  into  fome  of  the  other  veflels  of  his 
retinue.     This  was  however  forbidden  under  pain  of  death, 
and  his  orders  fo  ftriftly  obeyed,  that  the  fire  was  foon  after 
quite  extinguiflied,  and  the  fhip  preferved  by  thofe  who 
were  for  abandoning  ^t;     This  difaller  was  quickly  followed 
by  a  more  dreadful  and  irrefiftible  one,  viz,  a  flafh  of  light- 
ning'which  fell  into  the  flern  room^  killed  nine  of  his  men, 
and  (battered  his  fword  in  pieces  without  hurting  the  fcab- 
bard  ;  which,  by  thofe  of  the  meaner  fort,  was  interpreted 
as  a  very  threatening  omen  to  the  order,  and  obliged  him  to 
ft^y  at  Syracufi  till  bis  carack  was  refitted,     tn  the  mean 
time  news  were  brought  to  him  there,  that  the  famous  Cur- 
iogli^  a  favourite  corlair  of  the  grand  fignor,  lay  in  wait  for 
h'un  at  the  head  of  a  powerful  fquadron.     Great  endeavours 
were  ufed  to  difiuade  the  grand  mafler  from  encountering  fo 
powerful  and  fuccefsful  an  enemy ;  he  proved  deaf  to  all 
their  intreaties,  and  ordered  his  fmall  fleet  to  make  all  the 
£iU  they  could.     They  faw  the  enemy  waiting  for  them  at 
cape  St,  Angeky  and  pafled  by  them  in  the  dead  of  the  night, 

and 
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f  A»  graful  and  arrived  fafely  at  Rhodes^  where  his  prcfcncc  gave  a  kind 

'majler  or-  of  new  life  to  the  order  *. 

WW  rt^  SotiMAN,  having  by  this  time  made  himfelf  mafter  of 
•  Belgrade^  and  being  refolvcd  to  follow  his  father's  fchema 
of  making  his  next  attack  on  Rhodes ^  in  order  to  put  an  end 
to  their  continual  ravages  at  fea,  and  to  all  their  future  at* 
tempts  on  the  Hofy  Landp  had  made  ail  the  neceflary  prepa- 
rations for  that  iiege,  and  appointed  the  feveral  officers  wh<» 
were  to  command  in  it,  when  iiis  amballador  arrived  zl  Rhodes 
io  congratulate  the  new  grand  atafl^r,  and  brought  the  fol* 
lowing  letter  to  him : 


MimasV     **  Sot  tan  SoUman^  by  the  grace  of  God,  king  of  king% 

Utttrani  «  isc. 

0^t9      M  To  Phirif^yillursddnjkAdam,gjnndtazikri^ Rhodes 

Mm.  «  greeting : 

''  We  congratulate  thee  on  thy  new  dignity,  and  (afe  ar» 
''  rival  in  thy  dominions.  I  vnjk  diou  mayeft  reign  in  them 
^*  even  with  more  glory  than  thy  predeceflbrs.  Thou  bail 
*'  it  in  thy  power  to  (hare  in  our  good-wiU,  and  to  enjoy  the 
^*  efS^As  of  our  friendlhip.  As  a  friend,  therefoi^,  to  os» 
**  be  not  one  of  the  laft  in  congratulating  us  upon  oar 
**  conquefts  in  Hungary ^  and  particularly  on  our  reduAioii 
**  of  the  important  dty  of  Belgrade^  where  we  have  caufed 
^  all  our  oppofers  to  be  put  to  the  fword*  Adieu^ 
**  From  our  camp,"  6r. 

This  letter  having  been  read  in  cbuncil,  the  grand  mallei 
returned  an  anfwer  to  it,  to~this  efFeft : 

<'  PMip  Vtlliers  detijle  ^dkm,  grand  mafter  of  Rhodes^ 

"To  Soilman^  foltan  of  the  Turks : 

fJis  OH'        *t  I  THORotJGHLT  Comprehend  the  meaning  of  the  let* 

^/r.      '  « ter  which  thy  ambafTador  hath  brought  to  me*     Thy 

**  propofals  of  a  peace  between  us  are  as  Velcome  to  me  as 

*^  they  will  be  to  thy  corfair  Curtqgli,  who,  in  my  paflagt 

^  hither  from  France^  hath  left  no  means  untried  to  fur- 

prife  me ;  but,  having  mifled  hb  aim,  and  being  unit^illing 

to  abandon  thefe  feas  before  he  had  done  us  fome  damaget 

^'  he  hath  failed  into  the  mouth  of  the  Lycia,  and  attempted 

^'  to  carry  off  two  merchant-men  whidi  were  bound  from  our 

^  ports.    He  had  even  fallen  foul  upon  a  Candian  bark,  but 

<  B.osio,  torn.  ii.  1.  xviii.  0.695.    Bavpoam,  lib.  viii.  €.  il. 
Vei^TOT,  ubi  fop.  p.  sj6,  &  19%* 

**'  was 
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**  was  forced,  by  the  gallies  which  I  diA>atched  after  hhi^  to 
''kt  it  go,  and  to  betake  himlelf  tda  fpeedy  flight,  to  avoi^ 
''falling  into  their  hands.    Farewell. 
''  Given  at  Rhodes;*  &c. 

This  letter  was  lent,  not  by  an  ambaflador^  or  perfon  of 
rank,  who  might  have  been  detained  prifoner  at  the  Porte, 
HbcTvrks  not  being  very  fcrupnlous  obfervers  of  the  laws  of 
satioDS,  but  by  a  private  inhabitant  of  Rhodes,  This  fuf- 
iiced,  however,  to  let  the  folun  know  what  a  brave  and  tt* 
Uate  order  he  had  to  do  with ;  but  as  it  did  not  anfwer  bis 
porpoTe,  Pyrrus^  an  old  experienced  baiha,  advifed  tha 
cooDcil  to  fend  the  grand  mafter  word,  that  they  had  not 
4ired  to  (hew  his  letter  to  Solimarif  on  account  of  the  meannefs 
oftlieperfon  that  brought  it ;  but  that  if  he  was  inclined 
ft)  liflen  to  his  peacetul  propofals,  it  might  be  fpcedtly 
brooght  to  a  conclniion,  if  he  fent  fome  proper  perlbn  of  th<; 
onler  ambaflador  to  him.  The  view  ot  that  artful  minifter 
was  in  all  likelihood  to  ha^e  extorted  by  that  means  a  more 
pafeft  knowl^  of  the  ftate  and  ftiength  of  that  city  fr^m 
mm;  for  which  reafon  that  propoHJ  was  rejeded. 

It  was  not  long  before  another  meffenger  arrived  at 
ihodesy  with  a  new  letter  from  that  monarch,  but  in  a  very 
fifeent  ftile,  and  little  ihort  of  a  declaration  of  war ;  it  was 
tothiseffea: 

"I  AM  well  aflured  that  the  letter  which  our  highnefe fl?' ^'^^ 

•  fent  to  thct  came  into  thy  hands,  and  that  it  hath  given  W/^««^* 
**  thee  more  uneafincfs  than  pleafure  :  affure  thyfelf,  that  I'*"'-?  ^' 
••  am  far  from  fittuig  (UU  with  the  reduiftion  of  Be/grade/^  ^"^  ^"^ 
^  and  that  I  have  another  iq  view  no  lefs  confiderable  and 
**'impQrtantj  of  which  thou  wilt  be  apprifed  in  a  tittle 

*  wittle,  thou  and  thy  knights  being  (ddom  out  of  my 
••^thoaghu." 


ra*o$ 
it. 


To  dus  the  grand  mafter  anfwcred  in  words  to  this  effeft :  ^'i  ^'^^J^ 

**  I  Aifnol  at  all  difpkafed  that  thou  beared  me  and  my 

*  order  in  thy  mind.  Thou  telleft  me  of  thy  conqueft  in 
9*  HwngMry^  and  of  another  which  thon  defigneft  to  make 
*^  dfewhere,  in  which  thou  promifeft  thyfelf  an  equal  fuc« 
**o&\  bat  oottfider  ierioully,  that  of  all  the  projeAs  which 
"  nken  are  apt  to  form,  none  are  more  uncertain  than  thofe 

*  whkji  depend  oa  tbq  fbrtim^  of  war.    Adieu." 

To 
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Ta  this  he  added  a  private  one  to  PyrruSf  aniiring  bim, 
that  if-  Ws  mafter  entertained  any  pacific  views,  he  would 
not   delay  fending  one  of  the  order  on  an  ambafiy  Xo  ihc 
Porte f  as  foon  as  he  was  provided  from  thence  with  proper 
hoftages,  or  a  fafe  conduft  figged  with  the  imperial  feal: 
but  the  next  news  he  heard  from  thence  was,  tliat  they  had 
feizcd  a  brigantine  belonging  to  the  order,  which  he  looked 
upon  as  a  fufficicnt  declaration  of  war,  and  fet  about  make- 
ing  the  mofl  proper  preparatipns  againfl  it,  by  furnishing  ike 
city  with  all  kinds  of  neceflaries,  particularly  by  laying  up 
vaft-xjuantities  of  wheat,  wine,  and  oil,  from  Naples  and 
Sicily  J  and  caufing  all  the  grain  and  forage  to  be  gathered 
in,  that  the  enemy  might  have  nothing  to  fubiiA  on  bot 
what  they  brought  ^, 
D'Ama-        Here  again  the  treacherous"  chancellor  betrayed  his  pcr- 
raldV/r^ii-  fidy,  by  oppofing  all  tbefe  wife  precautions,  under  divers 
€hiry.         pretences,  fuch  as  parfimony,  and  the  danger  of  exhaufting 
the  public  treafure,  by  buying  up  fuch  quantities  of  ftor€s 
before  they  were  fure  of  their  being  wanted  ;  aad  by  endea- 
vouring to  perfuade  the  council,  that  Soliman  would  never 
have  fent  fuch  a  threatening  letter,  if  his  vaft  armament  had 
been  really  defigned  againft  Rhodes  ;  though  the  letters  which 
they  had  from  their  fples  at  the  Porte  afiurcd  them,  that  the 
fiege  of  that  capital  was  the  only  objeft  of  it.     And  hapfj 
it  was  that  the  grand  mafter  carried  hh  point  againfl  him, 
or  clfe  they  muft  have  been  reduced  to  the  want  of  the'moft 
elTential  necelTarics,  by  the  vile  means  which  this  falfe  bre>- 
ther  took  to  elude  all  his  precautions.     Wine,  in  particnlar, 
fo  proper  in  a  fiege,  was  what  ctJtnaraU  took  upon  hiinfdf 
to  provide,  in  fuch  quantity  as  wAs  agreed  upon  by  the  coun- 
cil ;  yet  he  was  bafe  enough  to  rejeft  the  offers  of  fome  m^- 
chants  who  engaged  to  bring  him  that  fupply  in  good  tia» 
at  a  rcafonable  rate  ;  and  was  ftill  complaining,  that  the  va'm 
apprchcufions  which  they  frequently  entertained  of  imaginary 
invafions  from  the  Turks  had  proved  more  chargeable^  and 
done  more  real   damage  to  the  order,'  than  all  their  arms 
could  have  done ;  which  obliged  the  grand  mafter  to  fend 
Bqfio  (a  ferving  brother,  and  uncle  to  the  knight  of  tb«f 
name,  fo  often  quoted  in  this  chapter)  into  .Candia  for  !% 
who  returned  accordingly  foon  after  with  a  confiderable  fuj^ 
ply  K     He  was  at  the  fame  time  ordered  to  raife  what  re- 
cruits he  could  in  that  ifland  ;  but  finding  that  the  governor 
had,  out  of  fear  of  difobliging  the  grand  iignor,  forbidden^ 

^  Bosio,   Megisser,   BavdoiNi  Vertct,  Vitry,  &  at 
>  lid.  ibid. 
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bf  iboDd  of  the  trompety  any  Candiot  lifting  Itt  the  Hhodian 
jcrricet  be  was  obliged  to  aA  more  cautionlly  id  it ;   yet, 
cither  with  his  coDDivance^  or  }n  fpite  of  his  vigilance,  he  not 
<Biy  got  500  into  his  gallies,  under  the  difguife  of  merchants 
and  failors,  but  prevailed  upon  one  Gabriel  Mariin$ngOy  an  Gabriel 
csceUent  ei^ioeer,  whom  the  fenate  of  Brcfcia  had  fenc  thi-  Martin* 
ther  to  take  care  of  the  fortifications^  to  go  with  him  to  engo,  an 
ihodiSy  and  (hare  in  thcglwy  of  defending  that  place  againft  ^xceUeut 
the  enemies  of  Chriftianity ;  and  who  proved  afterwards,  by  ^g"'^''9 
his  valour  and  ikill,  of  excellent  fervice  to  the  order  duriog  ^T'^^f^ 
the  whole  ficge,  as  we  ftiail  fee  in  the  feqoel ".  ^f'"    **" 

Upo>i  his  arrival,  the  grand  mafler,  and  the  reft  of  the 

ioi^tSt  being  told  by  B^Jio  with  what  readinefd  he  accepted 

«f  their  invitation,  and  what 'dangers  they  had  undergone  in 

their  fiight  from  Cnndia,  loaded  him  with  carefTes  ;  and  he 

(bon  alter  became  fo  enamoured  with  their  order,  that  he 

b^ged   to  be  admitted,  and  ^vas  gladly  received,  into  it, 

kmiediately  after  this  he  had  the  fupcrintendency  of  all  the 

IbrtiHcations  committed  to  him  ;  and  it  was  by  his  advice, 

as  well  as  by  his  dire^Uon,  that  the  ramparts  U'ere  raifed  to 

a  more  convenient  height,  the  gates  defended  by  ravenns, 

new  cafemates   built  in  the  lanes  of  the  baftions,   and  the 

cnantericarp  of  the  ditch,  and  other  improvementis  were 

tdded^  of  a  moft  exquifite  contrivance  to  keep  off  an  ene^ 

my,  or  crn&  him  on  hi^  too  near  approach,  which  we  have 

not  room  to  enumerate. 

Whilst  theli  meafures  were  carrying  on,  a  new  defcftion  J  defect 
was  hatched  among  the  knights  of  the  kalian  tongue,  whofe  tion 
prefermeats  the  pope  {Adrian  VI.)  beftowcd  upon  his  favou- ^w»«»gr  *^ 
rites. at  RamCy  whllft  they  were  taken  up  in  the  defence  of  I'^^i^"* 
the  ifland,  on  which  account  they  begged  leave  to  go  into  ^^iP**^ 
hfily,  and  lay  their  complaints  before  the  pontif.     As  their 
rcqaeft  was  altogether  unfeafonable  at  fuch  a  junfture,  the. 
treacherous  d'Jtnarald,  who  had  perhaps  the  greateft  hand  ia 
it,  failed  not  to  interpret  the  grand  matter's  refufalas  arbi- 
trary and  unjult,  and  as  a  mark  of  his  difregard  for  the  Jta* 
UanSy  which  dcferved   to  be  equally  difregarded  by  them,        » 
efpedally  as  there  was  fuch  prooability  that  he  raifed  thefe 
rumours  of  an  approaching  fiege,  inerely  chat  he  might  bo 
at  liberty  to  fquander  the   public  treafure  as  he  thought  fit 
among  his  French  favourites.     The  poifon  worked  jy ft  as  he 
wiQied ;  and,  without  alking  any  further  leave,  they  all  with- 
drew to  the  iQe  of  Candia,  where  they  had  foon  after  the 
mortification  to  hear  that  the  granfd  mafter  had  got  them  to 

.  »  Vide  auA.  fupra  citat    - 

be 
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be  pubUdy  otadcmficd  as  rebels  and  defeftersi  arid  (0  be 
.  degraded  and  erafed  om  of  the  order.  But  as  the  defeAioQ 
o£  fo  tnanyy  Otherurife  brave,  koights  could  not  bat  be  a 
fenCbio  loCs  to  tt»  fome  others  were  forthwith  difpatcbed 
thither,  to  try  all  proper  meaos  to  reduce  them ;  and  to  let 
them  koow,  that  as  their  city  would  infallibly  undongo  m, 
dreadful  ikge  in  a  (hort  time,  all  their  oiher  pretences  would 
never  prevent  their  flight  being  interpreted  as  a  mark  of 
cowardice.  This  quic&y  brought  them  back  10  the  feet  rf 
the  grand  mafter,  who,  upon  their  fubmiffion,  readily  em- 
braced and  reftored  them  to  thdr  dignity  and  reipeOivc 
poAs. 

Their  return,  and  the  defire  they  exprdled  to  wipe  olF 
the  ftain  of  their  defe6Kon  by  their  future  conduA,  were 
the  more  accepuble  to  him  and  the  whole  order,  as  all  his 
tucamrs    ^i^baflies  to  the  European  powers  for  ai&ftancc  had  proved 
JiomEvL*  abortive;  and  they  plainly  perceived,  ^tOLl  Rhodes  ^mB  not 
fope  di^    likely  to  have  any  odier  defenders  than  thofe  of  the  order* 
mud.         This  induced  htm  to  make  a  general  review  of  all  his  forces^ 
which  were  found  to  confift  of  no  more  than  500  knights 
and  about  4500  troops,  befides  a  few  companies  of  the 
Jihodian  dtizens,  and  the  peafants  of  the  Ifland,  who  were 
Prefara"   appointed  to  ferve  as  pioneers.    As  finr  the  flaves,  thofe 
Wmv         who  belonged  to  private  perfbns  were  to  be  employed  In  the 
Moimft  thi  fordfications,  whilft  the  Rhodian  cruifers,  who  were  all  or- 
/^*         dered  hon>e,  were  direAed  to  (hut  themfelves  in  the  port, 
and  to  take  the  guard  of  it  upon  them.    Befides  thefe,  the 
port  was  defended  by  a  double  chain,  one  of  which  went 
.    acrofs  the  mouth  of  it,  and  the  other  extended  itfelf  from 
the  tower  or  fort  St.  Nicholas  to  that  of  the  Afi///  ;  and,  iti 
order  to  prevent  the  enemy's  attempting  the  mole,  as  they 
had  done  in  a  former  fiege,  a  number  of  old  vefTels  were 
funk,  laden  with  ftones,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mandrake. 
The  baftions,  walls,  and  ramparts,  were  likewife  filled  with 
•    artillery,  fire-balls,    large  ftones,  and  other  warlike  necef* 
farits^  among  which  the  provident  mafler  did  not  forget  a 
miraculous  ftatue  of  the  Virgin   Mary^  which  had  been 
brought  in  a  former  fiege  from  the  chapel  where  it  formerly 
flood,  and  placed  upon  the  ramparts,  and  which  he  cauied 
now  to  be  fetched  in  folemn  proceffion,  and  depofited  in  the 
church  of  St.  Mark.    We  have  dwelt  the  longer  <m  thefe 
preparations  (to  which  we  might  have  added  many  other 
particulars  of  lefs  moment,  which  the  writers  of  that  fi^ 
have  thought  worth  recording)  to  fbew,  that  nothing  was 
aeglefted  by  the  grand  mafter  to  put  that  capital  in  the 
beft  condition  of  defence  agaiaft  fi>  powerful  an  enemy. 

Wk 
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We  come  now  to  the4atal  iiege,  in  which  SoKtrtan  fpartd 
fidther  Aratagems  nor  forces  ;  for,  being  ilill  doubtful  about 
the  intelligence  which  ctJmarald  and  the  Jewijb  phyfician 
had  giFen  him,  one  of  his  firA  cares  was,  to  be  more  efFec- 
tiully  informed  of  the  ftate  of  the  city ;  and,  whilft  the 
gi^nd  mafter  was  taken  up.  in  aiCgning  to  his  knights  their 
proper  polls,  the  Turks  were  making  frequent  fignals  by  their 
£res  at  night  on  the  Lycian  coaAs,  over-againA  Rhodes  ;  to  re- 
connoitre which,  a  Rhodian,  named  Jaxi,  who  underftood 
the  Turkijb  tongue,  was  difpatched  in  a  fmall  pink,  who, 
comiag.  to  them  under  pretence  of  inquiring,  after  fome 
merchant-meo,  was  to  get  the  beA  information  he  could  con* 
ccrning  the  enemy's  fleet.  Jaxi  refufing  to  go  on  fhore  to 
them,  unlefs  they  fent  a  proper  hoAage  for  hi^  own  fegu- 
nty,  a  man  richly  dreffed  was  forthwith  fent  into  his  fliip  ; 
hut  no  iboner  was  he  got  to  land,  but  they  bound  him  hand 
and  foot,  and.  fent  him  with  all  expedition  to  Cor\/lantinople, 
where,  after  having  Aood  againA  the  vaA  promifes  of  the 
foltan,  he  was  put  to  the  rack  feVeral  days  fucceffively,  till 
he  expired  under  it,  though  not  before  they  had  extorted 
from  him  a  full  account  of  the  Arength  and  condition  of  the 
dty,  and  particularly  that  the  Rhodian  forces  confiAed  of  no 
more  than  about  6000  men. 

As  foon  as  Soliman  had  received  the  particulars  of  his  de-  SoUman'j 
pofitioo,  he  fent  orders  to  have  every  thing  ready  for  a  fiege  ;  ^^artel  to 
hot,  according  to  the  rule  whjch  he  had  prefcribcd  to  him^'-'^  order. 
felf,  fent  the  grand  mafler  and  knights  of  the  order  a  decla- 
ntion  of  war,  in  words  to  this  efFeft  :  "  The  continual  ra- 
"  vages  which  you  commit  againA  our  faithful  fubjedls,  and 
"the  injury  and  affront  which  you  thereby  offer  to  our  im-    . 
'*perial  majefty,  oblige  us  to  fend  you  our  exprefs  com* 
"  mands  to  deliver  the  ifland  and  fortrefs  of  Rhodes  to  us  ; 
**  which  if  you  readily  confent   to,  I   fwear  by  the  great 
**  Maker  of  heaven  and  earth,  by  the  twenty-fix  thoufand 
"  prophets,  the  four  mufaphi  fallen  down  from  heaven,  and 
**  by  oar  grreat  prophet  Mohammed^  that  you  fliall  be  per- 
'*  mitted  to  quit  the  illand,  and  the  inhabitants  to  continue 
"  in  it,  without  the  leaA  injury  to  either ;  but  if  you  delay 
"obeying  my  orders,  you  will  all  be  put  to  the  fword  by 
"  my  Invincible  forces ;  and  all  the  baAlons,  towers,  and 
"  edifices,  levelled  with  the  grafs  that  grows  at  the  foot  of 
"  your  fortifications  °". 

°  FoNTAN-  Bel.  Rhod.    Bosio,  Baudoin,  I.  ix.  c.  i,<&  faq. 
ViiToT,  t.  iii.  1.  viii.  p.  302,  &  feq.  &  al. 

Mod.  Hist.  Vol.  XIX,  K  This 
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This  chartel  was  followed  fopn  after  biy  the  whole  flcfet, 
confiftlng  of  400  fail,   whiill  the  army  is  (aid  to    have  . 
amounted  to  140,000  nien,  e^clufive  of  60,000  pionefers^ 
brought  from  the  ihioes  od  the  frpntiers  of  fiungaryy  S^r* 
via,  &c.  to  ferve  kx.  this  fieg^.    The  council  at  firft  prd* 
pofed  the  attack  of  the  othet  iflahd^  beforp  they  catne  to 
that  of  RhtAs ;   but  Pyrrus^  alias  Pm^  the  bd(h;^  whq 
.  was  the  ion  of  an  expert  renq^do^  dnd  burpt  with  imjKi- 
ti^oce  to  figoali^e  hittilelf  on  this,  oipcafion^  refolved  to  IdTe. 
'  no  time  aboat  tho&  iflahds,  which  vfould  fopn  be  teddced 
of  coorfe  after  the  main  one ;  and  therefore  propofed  be- 
ginning immedjately  with  the  Xxtgi  of  |he  capital,  trhich 
was  nnanimotifly,  agreed  to.    As  fo^n  as  the  grand  m^et* 
was  aTTured  of  their  deiign,  he  forthwith  drew  the  greateft 
part  of  his  forces  out  of  thoff  illands,  to-coa\e  and  defend 
the  city ;  ^nd,  that  he  might  be  more  ready  at  hahd  to  give 
his  directions,  hekfthis  palace  in  the  upper  town,  add  caMe 
to  refide  near  the  church  of  Our  Lady  of  ViBory.    The 
trenches  were  accordingly  opened,  and  a  ftout  battety  ralfcd 
Againft  the  place,  whiph  was  food  after  difmounted  by  the 
cannon  of  the  befic^ed  ;  and  this  was  prefently  followed  by 
frequent  fallies,  in  which  they  killed  gteat  number^  of  the 
enemy,  and  JSlled  up  their  trenches  again.    The  fame  ef- 
forts and  oppodtion  were  daily  repieated,  Jn  which  the  very 
jahif&ries  themfdves  fodnd  fuck  a  fuperiority  of  /kill  and  ex* 
^ordinary  bravery  in  the  )fhodian>  knights,  beyond  what 
they  expefted  or  had  ever  tried,  ^  that  they  began  to  draw  a 
f>ad  omen  from  thef<;  unfuccefsful  beginnings,  and  to  com-: 
plain  that  they  were  brought  thither  to  a  fl^ughter-honfe  in- 
ilead  of^  a  regular  iiege,  and  ^here  they  had  no  other  chance 
t>ut  that  of  death  of  flavery,  inAead  of  plunder  and  con- 
J  muHnj  <^ueft.    This  was  foon  followed  by  a  general  mtitiny,  ia 
i*  iAf       which  they  (hewed  rather  a  lingular  contempt  of  their  young' 
TarkiOi    general,  than  any  regard  to  his  orders;  infoipuch  that  he 
^^^*        faw  himfelf  forced  to  apprife  the  fottan  of  jt,  arid  to  affure 
him,  that  nothing  but  his  immediate  prefence  could  prevent 
Z  general  defeftion. 

SycH  difagreeable  news  loon  determined  the  foltan  togt) 

and  cpmm^nd  the  fiege  in  perfon,  in  fpite  of  all  the  remoo; 

itraoces  of  hi^  other  ba(has  ;  but  whlJft  he  was  making  all 

J  female,  ^he  hafte  imaginable  to  his  army,  a  woman  flave  had  formed 

fl^^^y       fuch  a  hellifh  plot  againft  the  place,  as  might  hav^  proved 

horrid cQtt'  ^^^^  deflruftive  tp  \x  than  the  united  force  of  100,000  ja- 

Jpiracy,      niflaries ;  which  was,  to  engage  the  flaves,  who  were  in  great 

number  in  the  city,  to  fet  fire  to  it  in  feveral  parts  at  once :  flie 

bad  moreover  found  means  to  acquaint  the  Turki/h  general^ 
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with  her  dcfign,  aad  the  d^  ud  hoar  io  which  it  was  to  be 
jRit  in  execution;,  but,  by  good  providence,   the  plot  -w^Difiover- 
flfcowred,  whea  fome  of  tte  principal  flaves  concerned  in  tdandfu^^ 
it,  bong  put  to  the  tortore,  difclo&d  all  the  particulars  of  *V^'^« 
tlut  horrid^  treafon.    The  woman  who  had  been  the  con- 
Of ver  of  it  was  the  only  one  who  bore  the  moft  exquUite 
KMtnre,  without  making  the  leaft  dlfcovery.     She  was,  how* 
cter,  €(Midemaed  and  hanged,  upon  the  evidence  of  the  reft, 
ffld  the  others  drawn  and  quartered,  and  thdr  limbs  ex- 
posed, in  terreremf  in  diffident  pans  of  the  city.     By  this 
ttnie  SoSwuui  having  reached  his  camp,  at  the  head  of  1 5,000 
of  his  heft  troops,  which  had  accompanied  .him  from  Lycia, 
ordered  the  whole  army  to  appear  before  him  without  arms 
or  tcooatremeats,  and  caufed  them  to  be  furrounded  by 
thofe  1 5,000  men,  whiUl  himfelf  Rooi  mounted  on  his  im-^ 
perkd  throne,  elevated  high  enough  to  be  feen  and  heard  by 
Aemall.     Tliea  looking  about  on  aJl  iides,  with  eyes  and  a  Soliman*i 
oouflteaance  liaH  of  in^ugnation,  alter  a  confiderable  filence,^<^^^^  f^ 
Httdethem  a  long  and  reproachful  fpeech,  .the  fubftance  off^^^^f'* 
which  was  to  this  ci&ft  f:^*l  could  never  have  thought  that  ^^^'''* 
"  diole  from  whoa  i  expe&ed  the  greateft  fervices,  could 
*'  have  betrayed  tbeir  want  of  duty  on  an  occafion  which 
^they  well  knew  I  had  Aoft  at  heart.    It  is  now  near  200 
"  jeart  fince  a  (amilhed  haadful  of  knights,  driven  out  of    - 
^  their  boBirs,  bava  perdbed  themselves  in  this  iftand,  and 
"  have  fabfifted  there  cbklly  by  the  rapines  which  they  have 
^  coounitred  upon  my  fut^^s,  thro'  the  n^le£l  and  indo* 
^  koceof  my  i^redocefibrs ;  and  even  now  that  all  the  Chrif- 
'*  tian  powers  in  £ur9pe  Xeek  my  fHendfliip  and  prote^ion, 
*'  and  dread  the  power  of  my  arms,  this  one  (ingle  dty,  fitu* 
'*  ate  i&  the  heart  (^  my  e^ipire,  hath  the  boldnefs  to  refift 
*^  toe,  ID  ftop  Ae  progreis  of  my  vi€lories,   to  interrupt  my 
**  ochnmcrce,  intero^  my  meflengers,  rob  me  of  my  tribute, 
"  and  rec^ve  into  ber  hav^s  all  the  enemies  of  our  faith, , 
^  and  all  the  apoftates  frdm  it.     Even  now,  when  I  fend  you 
*'aiy  angratafal  fubjefis  and  (laves,  who  have  reaped  fo 
^fflany  advamages,fo  much  glory  and  rich  plunder,  under 
^  my  government,  to  rid  me  of  thofe  mifcreants,  you  dare 
"  not  took  them  in  the  &ce ;  but  becaufe  they  have  furprifed 
^  the  pioneers  who  opened  the  trenches  before  you,  both 
^  jamflaries  and  fpahis,  bred  up  under  my  ftandards,  are 
*'  afraid  of  remrmng  the  affront,  to  the  ftiame  and  diigrace 
*•  of  my  empire.    What  can  I  fay  to  fuch  bafe  cowards,  and 
*•  betrayers  of  my  glory  ?  or  what  can  you  expeft  from  me     ^ 

^  ^  .Vide  mi&^  fAip.  dm* 

K  2  "  but 
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*^  but  the  moft  dreadful  ftrokes  of  my  indigDation  and  con* 
"  tempt  ? 

*^  Had  I  beea  no^v  to  addrefs^myfelf  to  foldiers,  I  (hould 
"  have  ordered  you  to  appear  armed  before  me ;  batfiDce  I 
**  am  to  fpeak  to  bafe  degenerate  poltroons^  unable  to  bear 
*'  even  the  mere  fhouts  of  an  enemy,  how  cAn  I  fufier  my 
"  arms  to  be  diihonoured  by  you  ?  I  would  gladly  know 
"  whether,  when  you  were  fent  agalnft  this  ifland,  yon 
''  hpped  to  find  thofe  Rhodian  knights  flill  more  pufiUanimous 
**  than  you,  and  that  the  dread  of  your  arms  would  make 
**  them  lay  their  own  at  your  feet,  and  offer  theic  hands  and 
**  feet  to  the  fetters  you  defigned  for  them  ?  Ignorant 
**  wretches  !  not  to  know  that  you  were  to  encounter  the 
''  choiceft  forces  of  ChriAendom,  men  naturally  brave,  and 
*'  brought  up  from  their  tender  years  to  the  trade  of  aitns ; 
**  cruel  and  rapacious  lions,  thirfting  for  nothing  fo  much 
as  for  the  blood  of  the  Mohammedans^  and  fcorning  to 
yield  their  haunt  to  any  but  a  fuperior  force.  It  Mras 
**  their  valour  which  hath  excited  mine,  and  made  me  look 
**  upon  them  as  a  conqueft  worthy  of  my  arms.  But  how 
^'  can  I  expefi;  it  from  fuch  effeminate  fugitives  as  you,  who 
*'  could  flee  even  before  you  faw  the  enemy  ;  and  would  ere 
''  now  have  .turned  deferters,  had  you  not  been  hindered 
''  from  it  by  the  fea  that  furrounds  you  ?  But,  to  avoid 
fuch  a  fhameful  difgrace,  I  will  now  make  fuch  a  fevero 
example  of  thofe  wretched  cowards,  as  fhaU  be  a  fufiicient 
**  determent  to  the  reft  to  follow  their  fteps." 

This  dreadful  fpeech  was  fcarcely  ended,    before   the 

1 5,000  armed  men  had  a  fignal  to  draw  thsir  fcyoiitars,  as  if 

it  had  been  to  malTacre  the  reft  ;  upon  which  they  all  fell  on 

their  faces,  crying  out  for  mercy  in  the  moft  doleful  tone ; 

Pyrrus;«.  whereupon  Peri^  or  Pyrrus^    and  the  other  generals,  ap« 

tercedts      proached  the  throne  with  thedeepeft  refpcft,  and  interceded 

f^  them,    for  them,  as  having  till  this  time  behaved  with  a  laudable 

loyalty  and   bravery.     After  which,  the  foltan,  who  only  ^ 

fought  to  reduce  them  to  their  duty,  was  gracioufly  plcafed 

^hey  are    to  tell  that  general,  that  at  his  requeft  he  would  fufpend 

forgi'vin.    their  puniftxment,  till  they  bad  earned  their  pardon  by  feeking 

It  in  the  baftions  and  bulwarks  of  their  enemies.     This  ftra* 

tagem,  and  feeming  feverity,.  mixed  with  fo  much  cletneucy, 

had  fuch  an  efFeft  upon  them,  'that  their  greateft  ftrife  was^ 

who  (hould  fooneft  be  difpatched  upon  the  moft  dangerous 

attempts ;  fo  that  we  may  from  that  time  more  properly 

reckon  the  ficge  of  Rhodes  to  h^ve  been  beguq  t^ian  t^* 

newed  *'. 

^  FoMTAM.  Bosio,  &  al.  ttbifap.! 
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It  yn&  accordingly  carried  on  with  fuch  diligence  and  Rhodes 
tttl»  by  the  frequent  relieving  of  the  foldiery,  that  the  cantnn-^ 
troiches  were  brought  quite  clofe  ta  the  counterfcarp,  and^^'^^* 
a  iloot  battery  raifed  againft  the  town>  which  made  a  ' 
cooftant  £re  againft  it,  and  yet  did  but  as  it  were  <graze, 
rather  tfaaa  damage,  the  battlements  of  the  walls,  of  which 
Sobnan  fiiiled  not  10  be  informed  by  his  fpy  the  Jew^ 
ifi  phyficiaa.  This  traitor  farther  acquainted  him,  .that 
the  befiegers  could  fee  all  that  was  done  in  his  camp  from 
the  top  of  the  fteeple  of  St.  Johriy  from  whence  he  was  in 
danger  of  receiving  fome  fatal  ihot,  as  he  rode  about  to  give 
his  orders,  if  he  did  not  forthwith  plant  a  battery,  and 
bring  it  down ;.  which  was  done  accordingly  with  fuccefs. 
SoBman^  however,  finding  the  whole  place  in  fome  meafure 
covered  with  ftout  fortifications,  of  iuch  height  as  to  com- 
maujd  all  his  batteries,  ordered  immediately  an  imnienfe 
quantity  of  Aones  and  earth  to  be  brought,  in  which  fo 
great  a  number  of  hands  were  employed  night  and  day 
by  turns,  that  they  quickly  raifed  a  couple  cf  hillocks,  high 
enough  to  overtop  the  dty* walls.  They  plied  them  accord- 
ingly with  fuch  a  continual  fire,  that  the  grand  maftec  was 
obliged  to  caufe  them  to  be  ftrongly  propped  within  with  earth 
and  timber.  All  this  while  the  befieged,  who,  from  the 
•top  of  the  grand  matter's  palace,  could  difcover  how  their 
batteries  were  planted,  demoUQied  them  with  their  cannon 
alffioft  as  faftas  they  raifed  them. 

•  Here  they  thought  proper  to  alter  their  meafures,  and  to  St.Nicho- 
plant  a  ftrongone  againft  the  tower  of  St.  NiMas^  which,  las  tower 
4B  we  obfer\'ed  in  fpeaking  of  the  former  fiege,  had  refifted  hfittertdin 
all  the  efforts  of  the  then  grand  vizifer.     This  the  baiha  of '^'"'* 
Romania  caufed  to  be  battered  with  12  large  pieces  of  brafs 
cannon,  but  had  the  mortification  to  fee  them  all  difmounted 

-by  thofe  of  the  lower ;  to  prevent  which,  he  ordered  them 
to  be  fired  only  in  the  night,  aad  in  the  day  had  them  co- 
vered with  gabions  and  earth.  This  liad  fuch  fuccefs,  that, 
after  fome  500  cannon  (hot,  the  wall  began  to  ftial^e;  and 
tumble  into  the  ditch  ;  but  he  was  furprifed  to  find  another 
wall  behind  it,  well  terraced,  and  bordered  with  artiller)', 
.aodhimfelf  obliged  either  to  begin  afre(h,  or  give  up  that 

•  enierprire  ;  and  yet  this  laft  was  what  Siliman  preferred,  when 
he  was  told  of  its  being  built  on  a  hard  rock,  incapable  of 
bang  fapped,  and  how  firmly  it  had  held  out  againft  all  the 
efforts  of  the  vizier  Paleolo^tis,  The  next  attack  was  there- 
fore ordered  by  him  to  be  mjide  againft  the  baftions  of  the 
town,  and  that, with  a  vaft  number  of  the  largeft  artillery. 

•which  continued  firing  during  a  whole  month,  fo  that  the 

.   1^  3  ne^i^ 


new  iralT  of  the  btlHdn  if  Eh^baid^tm  qUiie dtfUBlilM, 
though  the  bid  one  ftbod  proof  agakift  «tl  tbeir  ihat.    TIni  • 
of  Italy y  which  Was  battertfl  by  17  lirge  f)ieces  ef  oituni 
was  ftill  worie  damaged ;  upon  ^'MAch  MaffiMfo  ^nMkA 
the  grand  mafter^  who  was  ilw«fB  at  Kattd  where  Ae  fi«taft 
dangier  was,  to  catift  a  (illy  to  \k  AAdebb  the  OudMS  of 
the  enemy,  but  of  the  {>reaich,  ^^hffik  lie  Wm  alaUng  €efli 
entrenchments  behind  it    His  adtlce  fticceeded  1  asid  ike 
:too  men,  that  Rallied  out  fwoM  hi  hold,  lui^  fi^iM 
the  Turks  in  ttie  ti-ench,  cttt  mdk  of  iMtii  to  pfecel.    M  «he 
fame  time  a  ne^  detachment^  #Mdi  was  mt'  tb  rt^aMs 
f  hem,  being  dbUged,  as  that  engineer  rig^tiy  jidged»  ^o  pdl 
by  a  fpot  which  ky  open  to  thiiSr  ahiltery,  wttt  filsefnft 
tfiofVly  defti'oyed  by  the  tblo^lflfual  jfii^  tbait  tatait  fima  ii^ 
whil!(l  the  afTailants  Were  employed  in  'filBog  *ih>  ievleral  ^ 
thorns  of  the  trench  befoi^  they  tetiitd.    By  that  time  die 
1)reach  had  been  repafred  with  nich  ne#  wcA^  that  til  tte 
Mlbrts  to  mount  it  by  aflauft  ft&f^A  ^iRdly  itidfefhral  aad 
deftrtiftive, 
7he  Rho-     UNTottruKATELT  for  tbb  tA-fi^g($A,  l9ke  comSiwal  fiie 
dians         they  had  tnade  cavfed  fnch  a  "confuitfptibn  ef  their  powdov 
<wantpo<w'  that  fliey  began  to  feel  the  want  of  it ;  the  ipeeSdixm^JtAmt^ 
der  tbro    y^y^  whofe  province  it  had  be^  10  rifk  the  tnagaaSaes  of  i^ 
d >Ama-    ^having  atoufed  the  council  wifti  a  ftlfe  report,  thatiberc mm 
'^^  '  f^'  more  than  a  ftfffident  quantity  to  tnaidtain'<be  'fiege,  thOBi^ 
'^'^'  it  ihould  laft  a  whole  tweWefhonth.    B<lt  h^fe  the  gjnm 

Mahit     mafler  found  means  to  fnpplyln  fomemeafofe  that  anctpeft- 
n»ithj4di*  ed  defeA,  by  the  cadtious  p^dvifioB  he  had  mide  of  a'largp  . 
fetn,        quantity  of  fak-petre,  which  was  imtAcdiaiely  gronnd,  ani  , 
made  into  gunpowder,  though  he  was  tt  the  fame  time  ob-  1 
liged  to  older  the  engineers  to  be  more  ^)t)g  of  it  for  die 
future,  and  to  make  ufe  of  Tt  only  in  the  d<tf eoc^' of  itich 
breaches  as  the  enemy  fhould  mike.    In  the  mean  time  the 
ba(ba,  being  informed  that  the  peafanti  were  employed  by 
Martinengo  in  repairing  thofe  that  were  made  on  the  ram- 
parts, raifed  fome  cavateers  agaitift  them,  on  which  he  pbet- 
ed  a  great  number  of  able  markfindn,  to  (hoot  them  widi 
their  arquebufles,  againft  whom  that  engineer  loon  ndfedj 
batteries  of  fmall  c^non  on  the  battleinents  of  the  hafefi»»] 
which  made  a  much  greater  havock  among  them ;  bet  thif 
did  not  recompenfe  the  lofs  of  fo  many  ufefnl  hands,  the 
enemy  being  better  able  to  bear  the  lofs  of  50  {bch  than 
they  that  of  one ;  fo  that  they  now  b^n  to  fear  they  flMtoM 
ftot  be  able  to  hold  out  much  longer,  enlcfs  they  recdred 
Ibnie  confidcrable  fuccours  from  Etirop^^  or  the  hardnefe  of 

the 
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thp^pr$AchiQg  wint^  9b%<4  ^f  eoemy  to  mift  from  tiie 
*A^  this  while,  the  Tufis  liad  pot^ajuied  ao  Inch  of 


tbeKfoFe 

|«pp^  at  ^ofLm  fiyc  ^yrefcnt  parfe,  In  digging  of  nuncs,  * . 
t^  of  i^yhiph  1^  tp  fhe  1>aftion  pppofite"  to  it ;  fomc  ofT"^'  '* 
'^^iC^'wcTti^^^  a  new-invented  method  .of^j^^Lrf 

mffJ^g?*  w^^;  bjr  the  help  of  bracetjl  (kins,  or  drums,  ,^^,^,,1^. 
cooUi^plfi^y^  .wl^cre  tjhe  miners  were  at  work.    Some  oiminJ* 
^ife  ^e  js^rceived,  ^hich  Jbe  caufed  tip  be  opened,  and  the 
flgiiners  to.^  dijiven  out  bv  hand  granadoes;  others  to  be 
imothcfed  or  pv^ned'^^^  iettjipg  fire  to  ^npowder ;  yet  did 
not  thi^  hiii|der  two  cc^afiderable  onc^  tp  be  fprung,  and  do- 
iiijg  a  jraft  deal  of  di^nagp  ,t9  the  baftion  of  England^  bj  -.throw- 
ing do^  above  ii^fai^oms  c^. the  wall,  and  filling  up  the 
ditch  with  its  rabbilh  ;  upon  which  the  Turks  iinmediatcly 
cTynbed  ,up  fwprd  iti  hgnd  to  the  top  of  it,  and  planted  (e- 
Twa  of  thqir  tf;mdar4s  .upon  the  ."ps^apet ;  but,  being  flopped 
by  a  traverfe,  the  knights,  recovered  from  their  furprile, 
M  Svon  thtp,  with  fu|;h  fuir,  that  they  were  obUged  to 
^)i^pQ^  it  with  ^reat  lofs.     Xb.e  grand  mafter,'  who  was 
(ken  at  church,  quicyy  came*  .to  the  place  with  his  flioirt 
l^e  in  .his  hand,  g(id  attended  by  his  knights,  encouraging 
#  he  met  with,  burghers,   foldiers,  and  others,  to  fight 
hraF^ly  in  defence  of  .t^beir  religion  and  country,  and  arrived 
time  enqu^^  to  a^fiil  in  the  taking  down  their  flandards,  amd 
dnvi{^,dpwn  ^  egicmy  by  the  way  they  came  up.    In  vairf 
did  the  vizier  -/>f^<^>5fl  endeavour  to.prevent  their  flight,  by 
'  killing  foiSje  of  the  forempft  with  his  (word,  and  driving  the 
reft  back ;  they  were  obliged  to  abandon  the  baflion,   and, 
trfiich  was  ftiU  worfe,  met  with  that  death  in  their  fl^ht, 
which  ^ey  flrove  to  fhun,  from  the  fire-arms  which  were 
4ir<fharged  upon  them  from  the  ramparts.    Three  {anriacs 
kitthdr  lives  in  this  atuck,  befides  fome  thoulknds  of  the 
%^  9  the  graad  mafter,  on  his  fide,  loft  fome  of  his  braved 
Ughj^,  particularly  his  ftandard-bearer. 
/ .  Sbvxral  mines  were  ag^in  fprung  at  oAer  baSions,  whidh 
^  have  not  room  to  mention,  eipedally  as   the  enemv 
reaped  but  little  benefit  by  them.    The  atucks  were  almoft 
daily  renewed  -  with  the  fame  ill  fuccefs  and  lofs  of  men, 

'  Bosio^  &  al.  fup.  riuu.    BaKjiBOH  fie^e  de  Rhedct,  p.  t^^ 
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every  general  ftriving  to  fignalize  himfelf  in  the  fight  of 
A  great     their  emperor.     At  length  the  old  general  Peri^  or  Pyrrus, 
attack       having  harafTed  the  troops  which  guarded  the  baftion  of 
made  by     Italy  for  feveral  days  fucceflively,  without  intemuffiony  can(ed 
Pyrroi,     a  llrong  detachment,  which  he  had  kept  concealed  behind  a 
cavaleer,  to  mount  the  place  by,brtak  of  day,  on  the  13th 
of  September^  where,  finding  them  overcome  with  fleep  and 
fatigue,  they  cut  the  throats  of  the  fentinels,  and.  Aiding 
nuh0  is  re-  through  the  breach,  were  juft  going  to  fall  upon  them.     The 
X  fui/td^       Italians,  however,  quickly  recovered  '  themfelves  and  their 
arms,  and  gave  them  an  obftinate  repulfe.     Thecontcftwas 
fierce  and  bloody  on  both  fides  ;  and  the  ba(ha,  ftill  fupply- 
ing  his  ow*n  with  new  reinforcements,  would  hardly  have 
failed  of  overpowering  the  other,  had  not  the  grand  mailer, 
whom  the  alarm  had  quickly  reached,  timely  intervened, 
and,  by  his  prefence,  as  well  as  example,  revived  his  Riodi' 
anSf  and  thrown  a  fudden  panic  among  the  enemy.     Pyrrus, 
defirous  to  do  fomething  to  wipe  off  the  difgrace  of  this  re- 
pulfe, tried  his  fortune  next  on  an  adjoining  work,  lately 
■  raifed  by  the  grand  mafter  CarettiyVfhsre.  his  foldiers  met  with 
^  a  ftill  woife  treatment,  being  almoft  overvvhelmed  'with  the 
hand-granadoes,  melted  pitch,  and  boiling  oil,  which  came 
pouring  upon  them,  whilft  the  forces  which  were  on  the  ad- 
jacent flanks,  made  as  great  a  flaughter  of  thofe  that  fled ; 
infomuch  that  the  janiflarie§  began  to  refume  their  old  mur- 
muring tone,  and  cry  out,  that  they  were  brought  thither 
only  to  be  flaughtered. 
Muftapha      The  grand  vizier  Mujlapha^  afraid  left  their  complaints 
and  Ach-  (hould  reach  his  mafter,  agreed  at  length,  as  the  Jaft  refort, 
nicd  mah  ^^  ^^^^^^  ^  f^,^^  attempt  on  the  baftion  of  England,  whilft, 
attach      ^o  ^^"'^  ^  diverfion,  the  hzShd.  Achmed  fprung  ^mc  fi*c{h 
^without     ^^^^^^  ^^  ^^  oppofite  part  of  th&city.     This  was  accordingly 
fucce/s.       executed   on' th^    17th  of  September^  when  the  former,  at 
•  the  head  of  five  battalions,  refolutely  mounted,  or  rather 
crept  up,  the  breach,  and,  in  fpite  of  the  fire  of  the  Englifi, 
advanced   fo  for.  as  ■  to  pitch   fome  ftandards  on  the  top ; 
when,  on  a  fudden,  a  croud  of  Englijh  knights,  commanded 
py  one  Bciii,  or  Murk,  failied  out  of  their  entrenchments, 
and,  afTifted  .by  fome  other  officers  of  diftinftion,  obliged 
them  to  retire,  though  in  good  order.     Mufiuphci^  provoked 
at  it,  led  them  back,  and  killed  feveral  knights  with  bis  own 
hand  ;  and,  had  his  men  fupported  him  as  the}'  ought,  the 
place  muft  have  been  yielded  to  him;  but  the  fire  which  was 
made  froiu  the  adjacent  batteries  and  mufquetry  difconcerted 
them  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  neither  threats  nor  entreaties 
could^  pre\  ent  their  abandQfling  the  entcrprize,-  and  drag^og 
-  '  t    -*  him 
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tmi  a53iray  Mrith  them  by  main  force.  The  Rhodians  loft  in 
ttat  aAion  fevcral  brave  knights,  both  Englijb  and  G^rman^ 
and,  in  particnlar,  7o*«  A/r#>  their  raliant  commander ;  but 
the  Turks  loft  above  3000  men,  befidcs  a  good  number  of 
officers  of  dtftinAion.  Much  the  fame  111  fuccefs  having  at- 
tended Achmed  with  his  mines,  one  of  which  had  been 
opened,  and  the  other  only  bringing  fome  fathoms  of  the 
wall  down,  he  was  aMb  obliged  to  retreat,  his  forces,  tho* 
feme  of  the  very  bcft,  being  forced  to  dtlperfe  themfelves, 
after  having  borne  the  fire  and  fury  of  the  Spanijb  and  Au* 
vefgnian  knights  ds  long  as  they  were  able, 

Thuee  days  after  this  frefti  advantage  over  the  Twr^j,  the  -^  Jcwiffi 
Jeuiijb  traitor,  formerly  mentioned,  being  caught  (hooting^  ^^9- 
an  arrow  from  the  ramparts,  with  a  letter  of  intelligence,  '^^redami 
over  to  the  enemy,  was  fel7,ed';  and,  upon  being  put  to  the  ^"^  ^* 
torture,  confefled  that  he  had  been  hired  by  the  late  foltan  •^^^^^ 
Miin  to  refide  at  Rkcdcs  as  his  fpy,  and  that  this  was  the 
fifth  letter  he  had  fent  over  by  the  fame  way.     He  was  imme- 
diately condemned  to  be  broke  upon  the  wheel,  and  died 
pc^intent,  and  in  appearance  a  Chriftian.,   though  probably 
with  no  other  view  than  to  fave  his  life/  or  procure  a  milder 
fentence. 

'  Bt  this  time  the  foltan,  aftiamed  and  exafperated  at  his 
ill  fuccefs,  called  a  general  council,  in  which  he  made  fomc 
Ringing  refleftions  on  his  vizier,  for  having  reprefented  the 
reduftion  of  Rhodes  as  a  very  eafy  enterprise ;  to  avoid  the 
"cffedts  of  whofe  refcntment,  the  fubtle  'Muftaf.ha  declared, 
that  'hitherto  they  had  fought  the  enemy  as  it  were  upon 
equal  terms,  as  if  they  had  been  afraid  of  taking  an  ungene- 
rous avjvantage  of  their  fupcriority,  by  which,  faid  he,  we 
have  given  them  an  opportunity  of  oppofing  us  with  their 
united  force  where-evcr  w«  attacked  them.  But  let  us  now 
refolve  upon  a  geiu:ral  ailault  on  feveral  fides  of  the  town» 
and  fee  what  a  poor  defence  their  ftrength,  thus  divided^ 
will  be  able  to  make  againft  our  united  one.  The  advice  AgenenJ 
was  immediately  approved  by  all,  and  the  time  appointed  for  ^J^^^  «- 
the  e^Kcution  of  it  was  on  the  24th  of  that  month,  and-^^*^'^  •*• 
every  thing  was  ordered  to  be  got  read)^  againft  that  day. 
The  town  was*  aftually  afHuilted  accordingly  at  four  different 
parts,  after  having  fuffered  a  .continual  fire  for  fome  time 
from  their  artilicryj  in  order  to  widen  the  breaches ;  by 
which  the  grand  mafter.eafiiy  liudcrilood  their  dtfign,  and 
that  the  baiUons  of  England  smd  S/)aifi,. the  p-jA  of  Provence^ 
and  terrace  of  Italy ^  were  pitched  upon  for  the  allliult,  and 
^bok  his  precautions  accordingly. 

.      .  The 
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Rhodes        TitB  mi9r^«ig  vas  oo  fofjfm  p^Vffi,  0itt  och  ff^JI 
attackedin  n^o^nted  tfieir  rapcjAive  brgicb  inclt  an  w^Uuitft^  ^V^ikpH 
fmrpUces.  1^  y<^aog  £4^9>  ^  anioijite  ihq|l  the  inpie^  }^ifi^  or? 
4ered  Us  Aspxi^  \o  be  re^urcd  cm  |xi  ftipiqcffoCy  wfaeoce  iie 
ppuid  ^  all  t^  w^  49t2(S'    Tbe  Rh^iif^nSf  on  the  i^iy^ 
)i^,  iinere  no  Ms  dilig^t  ia  r#uMMig  them  with  thor  id^^  * 
wa  {^l4  other  fiix^irpis^  ^itl^  ujieir  .mem4  ^Mi»  b^Uu^  b^t , 
Auik*iiQits.  and  other  ufiud  cacoedieats*    The  one  ude  wcni 
the  jCc^Jing  Wd^i^  ^lisft  of  »li  that  opipole  ^)e^>  4l^ 
other  oyertums  tljlucir  ladders,  sUid  fcxuift  ti^  torn] ' 
headlong  into  the  ditches,  where,  they  were.Qvi 
wifh|U)^s»  or  ^iifpatdbued  )|ritfa  daru  a^d  othqr  jxuUIUe  ^- 
poqs.     T^  ba/lioo  9^  fi/iglafid  proyqi  the  ioene  of  itte 
g^ateft  A^ghtc;r  wcL  bloQdibed,   and  the  gmnd  ^DfHR/et 
malues  tha.t  hispoft  of  honour,  and,  by  his  prdeooe  and  ex- 
^uoE^^e,  liijijfvires  bis  ^en  with  fre(h  vigour  and  bravery,  whilft 
the  continual  th^odc^  x>f  his  artillery  makes  iuch  horrid  iWQ(^ 
9XQQ0|g  the  j|(&ilantS|  as  chills  all  their  courage,  and  £<xq» 
fhcmtogive  ivay:  the  lieu^penant-ge^aly  who  commands 
^  the  ^tt$ickf  leads  them  back  wu;h  mth  vigour,  ^nounts  tjie 
breach  at  the  head  of  all ;  inuaediately  after  corned  a  caRin^ 
ball  from  the  Spanijb  baition,  which  overturns  him  dead  ifir 
to  dtieditch*    This  difafter,  infted  pf  fear  aod  dread,  £Us 
them  with  a  furious  dcfire  of  reven^ng  his  death  ;  but  al^ 
their  obftinacy.  cannot  .make  the  Jtbodiant  go  one  ilep  badft* 
.whiUl  the  prieib,  monks,  yqung  jnen  and  old^  and  even  wo- 
mcfi,  of  every  rank  and  a^e  (V),  ailift  them  with  an  uncqm*^ 

(V)  The  hiAoriaps  of  this    thofi  y  jfurcUifi  wMb,  «r. 


fiejgegiveusfeverali|i4ancesi)f  w 

this  female  courage  aftd  zeal  i  rtftryeJ  fn-  thdr  moft  ^smm 

we    (hall  .only   mention   onc^  pleafures, 

which  happened  upon  this  fcxy  ^his  faid,  flie  kiSed  dieift 

baftion,  where  a  Crectwi  wo-  with  a  knife,  aAd  riirim^  theii^ 

loan  af'fingular  beauty  aflifted,  into  the  fire ;  iauaediatdy  afeev 

wMi  other  women,  the  knights  which  iheretoms,  puts  jm^ths 

iSiat  defended  it,  till  fbe  had  ck»aths  of  her  lover,  iiH.i^- 

feen  her  lover  fall  apicun^  the  ing  with  his   bloody  girt  his 
reft  of  fhc  ilain,  after  a.  molk-  fword about. her,  ran  intp.  tbc 

gallant  defences  the  fight  of  thickeft  part  qf  the  combat, 

which  fo  afFeAedher,  that  (he  \i^ere(he  killed  a  7cri,wouEi- 
went  to  her  two  children  Ihe  '  ed  fome  others,  and  Mil  kept 

had  with  tfaefe  pathetic  words ;  fightin^^  to  the  laft  moment  of 

It  is  hiturfor  yu,  mf  dmr  chiU  her  life  (s8] . 

^tM,  t9  £$  by  9^  bambt  $ban  if  " 

(18)  nd.  Js€.  FmtmH,  4b  Bit.  Rh$l  A  il  f,  ^59,  nUt,  Frs9^  M^ 

mon 


irilfa  AcHieSy  otb«r»  in  dcAmying  them  with  melted  lead,  (U^ 
phft-,  toii4^b(lier^itttfMHIiles;  and  a  diird  fort  fa  fupftying 

THfi-^riiiUlt  iMft  no  leCs  dtTpertte  and  bloody  on  «fae  tef" 
doft^  ^jfiJ^MT,  ^vfca«  die  lciilgbt8»  ^o  fsarded  it,  mc  tx^ 
paRin|^^l)efi>fooci«€Mked,  «a4«iliaiiiedto  Aaodfdte,  «p«Ft 
■BRkift  fheMKofiof  As/y,  wMch  gave  the  Turki  aa  epper* 
tiifty  «^«ioiMit  ^*breachr«Bd  peaeintte  »fcras^Mir«N 
tMkJitileiifs,  wheK  thef  phsied  bo  loTs  than  30  ^  ilidr 
IhiliiiartlaotKhfem.    The  graAd  waAer  ^ivias  ^tfkkly  appriM 
ef  It,  Hkid  ordered  ttie  baHioA'  of  Amurgm  to  fday  agafiillt 
tkn  ^  «iri)ick  ^MB  done  nivMi  #edii  dillgeiioe,  aid  iiich  «oiic«- 
MMd  fire,  vAtMiiht  nhdi^ani 'CMoc  the  ^haAkm  by  the  'heitf. 
ef-ihcdr  ctffemates,  and,  fword  in  hand,  faUnpea  cfaem  wkh, 
tqaal^fefy ;  fe  that  the  'Ti/i^ir,  dtke  befet  4iy  the  fipeof  the 
if*Mery,  a&d-cheBnia^ftbe  JMidSmil^^         wopejorcod'to 
itetfdoD  the  flMte  n«9lh  «  eonfid<tfalb1e  Idfe.    The  aga  miA. 
gk«&t%mp^mB)icfe  them  alMh,  and 'brings  them  back,  %y 
«faidi  'fitto-rhe  grtiOdd  m»fter  ))Hte¥^  ^peardd.    The  fi^ 
4M  fvae^ed  ^th  gn^aler  fieMMefe  ^  and  firah  Hcnghter  ivaa 
nide  dh  %6fh  fides,  th^  the  -grand  mailer  ^mis  dbltged  to 
drtnr  aob^B^ont  of  A.  NkMas  tower  to  hie  affiftaace^ 
ihefe 'Were  eomrnimded  *by  4bme  RMtUm  iBoighta,  who  M 
tfiehi  OB  with  fnch  fpeed  land  bravery,  that  their  ^ery  appear- 
ance on the*l»(tton  made'ftie  janli&r4es drawbacsk,  whu^h So^ 
Jhasif^dl^erting  from  his  *eminen<»,  caofed  a  retreat  to  be 
iismided,  to  conceal  the  difgraee  of  their  flight".   In  thefe  at- 
tMs  there  fdl  abotit  1-5,000  df  this  beft  troops,  bcfides  fo>  J  Jrimi 
iKeral  officei^s  df  di(Hnffion.    Thelofs  of  thebefieged  was  no>'  ^«" 
*le6  cmiiderable.  If  we  judge  from  the  fmall  number  of  theh:  ••^^^^ 
farces ;  bat  the  greateft  of  all  to  them  was  that  of  fome  df  nn '^ 
their  \xnrdk  and  moft  diftinguiflxed  knights  and  commanders^    ^'  ^ 
laany  of  ^hom  were  killed,  and  fcarce  any  efcaped  un* 
wcmaded.    Bat  the  moft  dreadful  ftte  of  all  had  like  to 
hafcr  USkn  on  thefavoarite  vizier  Mufiapha,  who  had  pro- 
poTed  this  'geoerat  aflfattlt ;  the  ill  fitccefe  of  which  had  fy 
cara^d  the  proud 'IBltan,  that  he  condemned  him  to  be  ftrnt 
vnih  arrows  at  the  'head  o^  his  army ;  which  dreadful  fen* 
fence  was  jufi  ready  to  be  executed,  when  the  old  hatha,  by 
his  intrea^es,  obtained  a  fufjpenfionofit^  in  hopes  that,  when 

<  Vide  Pout  A  a.  de  Bell.  Rhod.  lib.  ii.  edit.  Fiancfort.  Bo« 
tie,  &  al.  fttp.  citat.  Bovaaoif>  Siege  de>RJiodcs>  p.  50,  Sc 
i^.  «  lid.  ibid.  ' 

his 
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his  fury 'was  abated,  lie  fliould  likewife  obtain  his  par- 
doa  ^.  . 

Soliman  Sol t man,  however,  Was  fo  difcouraged  by  his  ill -foe-* 
renews  tiit  ctShs,  that  he  was  oa  the  point  of  raifiiig  the  fi^e;  aad 
stfacL  .  Jivoold  have  aftually  done  fo,  had  he  not  been  diverted  ftom 
it  by  the  advice  which  he  received  from  an  Albanian  deferter« 
ibme  fay  by  a  letter  from  th^  traitoi;  d^Amarald^  that  the  far 
greater  part  of  the  knights  were  other  killed  or  wounded, 
$ind  thoie  that  remained  altogether  incapa,ble  of  foftaioing  a 
frefli  aflault.  This  having  determined  him  to  try  his  for* 
tune  once  more,  the  command  of  his  forces  was  turoed  over 
to  the  baflia  Achmed ;  and,  to  (hew  that  he  defigoed  not  to 
fiir  till  he  was  mafter  of  the  place,  he  ordered  a  houfe  to  be 
built  on  the  adjacent  mount  PbilennOf  for  his  winter  quartei«» 
Achmed  marched  diredlly  againft  the  baftion  of  Sptun^  which 
had  fulFered  the  moft,  where,  before  he  could  open  the 
trenches,  his  men  fell  thick  and  threefold  by  the  conftaot  fire 
both  of  fmall  and  great  guns  from  the  baftion  of  Auvngm, 
He  loft  ftill  a  much  greater  number  in  rearing  a  rampart  of 
earth  to  cover  the  attack,  and  give  him  an  opportoaity  of 
lapping  the  wall ;  and,  as  foon  as  he  (aw  a  large  piece  fail, 
ordered  his  men  to  mount  the  breach.  They  wene  no  foooer 
come  to  the  top  but  they  found  a  new  work,  and  entreadi* 
^ments  which  Martimngo  had  reared  \  and  there  they  were 
welcomed  with  fuch  a  brKk  fire  from  the  artillery,  that  the; 
were  glad  to  recover  their  trenches  with  the  utinoft  precipi- 
tation, and  after  having  loft  the  much  greater  part  of  thdr 
men.  The  attack  was  renewed,  and  a  reciprocal  fire  cond* 
Martin-  nued  with  great  obftinacy,  till  a  mufquet-fhot  deprived  that 
cngo Jbot  indefatigable  engineer  of  one  of  his  eyes,  and  the  order  of 
in  the  eye.  his  affiduous  fervices  for  fome  time.  The  grand  maimer, 
having  ordered  him  to  be  carried  to  his  palace,  took  bis 
place,  and  kept  it  till  he  was  quite  cured,  which  was  not  till 
.34  days  after,  and  continued  all  the  time  in  .the  intreDch- 
nients  with  his  handful  of  knights,  fcarcely  allowing  bim- 
felf  reft  night  or  day,  and  ever  ready  to  expofe  himfeif  to  the 
greatefl:  dangers,  with  an  ardour  more  becoming  a  junior  offi- 
cer than  an  old  worn-out  fovereign,  which  made  his  knights 
,  more  lavifh  of  their  own  lives  than  their  paucity  and  pre- 
sent cu'cumftances  could  well  admit  of. 

This  baft  ion  being  almoft  ruined  and  loft,  Acinudput' 

fued  his  attacks  on  thofe  of  England^  Provence^  aad  Itdl)\ 

with  equal  vigour  and  lofs,  •  meeting  every- where  with .  the 

:fame  obftinate  oppofition  from  the  few*  furviviog  knlght$, 

•  4  ^  Aui^t.  fupra  citag 

who 
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ivho  now  (baght  for  a  glorious  deaths  being  quite  exhaufted 
'widi  facjgucy.  and  too  much  overpowered  by  numbers  10 
hope  xo  drive  the  enemy  away  ;  yet  were  they,  even  in  thk 
very  ^^.tremityy  timely  fuccoured  by  the  grand  prior  (^  Na^ 
varre^  who  with  his  troop  renewed  the  combat,  and  forced 
once  more  the  Turks  to  retire  with  confiderable  lois.     Thefe 
CDQtinual  repulfes  would  moft  probably  have  difcouraged  the 
pFood  foltan  from  going  farther,  had  he  not  received  con- 
fia&t  advices  frcxn  the  traitor  iAmara^^  of  the  dreadful  con^ 
ditioa  to  which  the  place  and  garrifon  were  reduced,  with- 
oBt  being  fo  much  as  fiifpedted  of  fo  horrid  a  treafon.     But  d*Axha» 
about  this  time  a  fervant  and  confident  of  Jus,  being  ob-  raldV 
ierf€d  to  (hoot  an  arrow  with  a  billet  over  to  th^enemy,  was  treafon 
forthwith  feized  and  brought  before  the  council,  where  \i\^difcQmtrid. 
ilhifory  and  contradiAory  anfwers  having  increafed  their  fuf- 
pkioa,  he  was  immediately  applied  to  the  torture,  where 
he  confefled  that  he  had  fent  freqi^ent  advices  to  the  enemy^ 
I7  the  fame  way,  of  the  weakeft  and  moft  proper  places  for 
than  to  attack ;  and  added,  that  he  acquainted  them,  in 
his  laft  letter,  of  the  fmall  number  of  knights  that  were  left, 
uti  that   they  began  to  be  in  want  of  powder,  ball,  and 
other  warlike  ftores,  as  well  as  of  all  kinds  of  provifions  for 
the  mouth  ;  notwithftanding  which,  the  foltan  muft  jiot  ex- 
peft  the  grand  mafter  to  furrender  the  place  till  he  was  re- 
duced  to  it  by  force  of  arms.     D^Amarald  was  forthwith 
fetzedf  and  confined  to  the  tower  of  ^t,  Nicholas,  where  his 
ferrant^s  dcpolition  was  read  to  him  ;  and  foon  after  at  l\is  ^/j  /„-^/ 
pabiic  trial,  where  he  was  charged  with  the  whole  treafon 
by  him,  and  accufed  as  the  perfon  by  whofe  order  and  .di* 
reftion  he  had  afted  what  he  did.     Several  other  corrobo* 
rating  evidences  alfo  appeared  againft  him,  which  coniirm§4 
the  fervant's  depofition,  and,  among  other  things,  his  for- 
merly faying,  that  Ifle  Adam  would  be  the  Iqft  grand  mafier 
of  Rhodes.     All  this  be.eluded  with. the  utmoft  confidence ; 
and,  when  he  was  himfelf  put  to  the  torture,  endured,  it /^r/*r^, 
with  moft  furprifing  conftancy,  and  without  owning  any 
part  of  the  accufation, '  except  what  he  had  faid  at  the  elec-  j 

tion  of  the  grand  mafter,  which  he  pretended  was  fpokert 
partly  out  of  refenttneht  at  fteing  him  preferred  to  himfelf,  ■ 

and  partly  out  of  drffidence  of  his  competitor's  martial  capa-  ' 

city.  This  did  nc^t  hinder  his  and  his  fervant*s' being  ad- 
judged guilty,  and  condemned  to  death,  him  to  be  dc-' 
graded,  and .  ttrjpped  of  the  Ijabit  ©f  the  order,  .a;id  J;ii§ 
fervant  to  be  hangcidr  drawja,-  and  quartered.  { 

The  fentence  was  accordingly  executed,  firft  on  the  do- and  public 
mcftic,  and  on  this  <fay-foltowing  on  the  mafter,  who  was  execution, 
'.,...  carried  ■' 
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pirridd  111  t  chatr»  on  the  {th  of  NovinAdr^  to  the  place  o£ 

nccniion,  and  behdd  the  whole  apparatus  of  hb  death 

with  farprifing  uiiconceni«  and  a  cooftancy  Which  made 

many  people  bd^e  him  lanocent ;  and  yet  FQutanus,  an  aathor 

dften  i|iK>ted  in  thi^  feflion^  who  was  not  only  cotemporarf 

and  an  eye^'^itnefs,  but  one  of  the  judgea,  plainly  inthnate^ 

that  h^  was  gnllty  (W) ;  in  which  he  perfcftly  agrees  widi 

other  writers  of  that  time,  particularly  with  Peter  GemeUimi 

4it  Campo,  the  commander,  Sourion,  and  others^  who  were 

A&x^t  Rhodes.    But,  wbateirer  fome  people  may  have  ia« 

ferred  from  his  conftancy^  it  is  plain  that  he  (hewed  in  tbeie 

laft  moments  as  little  (ign  of  dcrotion  or  reiig^on  as  he  did 

pf  repentance,  and  diea  more  like  an  ab^doncd  traitor  tfaa^ 

a  fiii&ring  innocent  ^. 

fhidijmal     Bt  this  time  Rhodes  was  reduced  to  the  laft  cxtremityi 

fonMnotto/ihe  pope,  emperor,  and  other  crowned  heads,  had  been  loirg 

Rhodes,    and  often  importnned  by  the  grand  mafter  for  fpeedy  afiift* 

$ince  without  fnccefs ;  and,  as  an  addition  lo  all  the  other 

difafters,  thofe  fnccours  wiuch  were  feet  to  him  from  France 

^nd  England  periihed  at  fea.    The  new  fupply  wliich  he  had 

fent  for  of  proviCons  from  Candia  had  the  fame  iU  fate; 

(b  that  the  winds,  feas,  and  every  tiring,  feemed  combined 

to  bring  oti  the  defh-nflion  of  diat  city  and  order.    The 

only  rdoorce  which  coiild  be  thought  on,  tmder  fo  difinat 

a  fituation,  was,  to  fend  for  the  lew  remaining  knights  and 

forces  which  were  left  to  guard  the  other  ill^ds,  to  come 

t6  the  defence  of  their  capital,  in  hopes  that,  if  they  could 

|m  this,  the  others  might  in  time  be  recoTered,  in  cafe  the 

firrh  fliould  fdze  upon  them.    On  the  Other  hand,  SoUnum^ 

|px>wn  impatient  at  ^e  fmall  ground  his  general  had  gaioedi 

pert  him  exprefs  orders  to  renew  the  general^  attack  with  aU 

'  Bouo,  Gbmil,  nBL  Campo  Hift.  Rhod.  Pomtan.  hH 
jbp.  Baudoin,  1.  iz.  c.  8,  VaaroTy  t.  U,  U.iii.  p.55J»  tffcqt 
^al. 


(W)  We  fay  Mmaieu  be-  to  his  liavJQg  bwi  oae  pf  M 

f  aofe,  in  the  account  which  he  three  kc^ts  who  weic  ap" 

ffives  of  his  trial  aad  excca-  poinitcd  to  fee  the  autgaziacs 

Sod,   he   only    fays,  withoat  well  ftoreid  for  the  fiege ;  which 

pamlng  him,  th^t  Qed  bad  re-  troft,  as   we   have  elfewhefc 

jirnfid  the  laftper/w  of  the  tri-  fhfcwn,  he  had  moft  fliaipefttUy 

iimn^irate  for  a  m»rt  fiamful  Intrayed,  both  with  refpe^i  to 

dimtht  aad  fueb  as  hi  tad  richfy  the  wamke  nrovifions  aao  thoA 

4ef€rvid\  alluding,  doabtlefs,  forthemoat]i(a9). 

(14}  FpNu.  jif  /if.    f9i..GnaU  M  Geifff9*  9m4ah  ^evdan,  &^ 

imagiiubit 


^^Qftble  llwcd  and  Tigottr,  before  the  fttccotii^,  which  he 

aMbeoded  Were  cbniing  fit>in  Euhpe,  obQged  bliti  to  i^aife 

;  m  fiege.     Jiihned  inflantly  bbeyed^  and  liilftd  a  battery  cf 

1 1^  bfge  cannoa  agatnfl  the  ballion  Gf  /f<r/y,  and  quic&ly  after 

I  Ade  himfelf  mailer  of  it,  dnd  obliged  the  garnfon  to  retire 

,  fihher  into  the  city.    Hete  the  grand  mailer  iVas  fcM'ced  to 

|,4einblillt  t#o  of  the  phnrches,  to  prevent  the  enemy's  feiz^ 

;  ^  on  theniy  and,  with  their  materials,  caufed  fome  nevr 

4gA^  and  entrenchments  to  be  madj;,  to  hinder  their  pro* 

ceeding  ^ther. 

TiiE  TiHrks^  howe^,  gained gronnd  everyday,  though  ^ 

f  ^  ftiU  loft  Vaft  numbers  of  their  ihen :  at  leh^h  th?  30th 
ff  Nffvembef  came,  wheH  the  grand  maAer,  and  both  th^ 
Megers  and  beGeged,  though^  th^  laft  afiault  i^as  to  be 
mn.     The  baiha  Pyrrus^  Who  commanded  it,  led  his  tt»i\ 
^  Srefily  to  the  intrenchments,  ppon  which  this  bells  of  ail  the  ' 

fiiQrc&es   fqunded  the  alarm.    The  grand  maft^r,  and  his 
fit?' knights,  troops,  and  citizens,  ran  in  crouds,  and  in  dl 
c(»ftifed  diforderly  manner,  to  the  imrenchments,  each  fight- ' 
u^  h  hi$  own  w^y,  or  rather  as  his  fear  direft^d  him.     This' 
,  attack  wcnild  have  proved  one  of  the  mofl  defperalte  that 
kd  yet  been  felt,  had  not  a  mofl  vehement  rain  intervened^' 
vhich  carried  away  all  the  earth  which  the  enemy  had  reared 
fo  (erve  them  as  a  rampart  againft  the  artillery  of  the  baAion 
{iAuvergne ;  ifo  that  being  now  quite  expofed  to  theSr  conti-  TX^Tnrkt 
iraal  fire,  they  fell  ill  fuch  great  numbers,  tb?tt  the  balha>'/»^^ 
CKK4d  no  longer  make  diem  ftand  their  ground,  but  all  pre-^'^'^4'''^f 
•  ppitatdy  fled  towards  their  camp.    This  laft  repulfe  threw  ^^J^* 
;  die  proud  fphan  into  fuch  a  fury,  that  none  of  his  officers 
^ared  to  cqm^  near  him ;  and  the  (hame  of  his  having  now 
I  ipent  near  fix  whole  months  with  fucb  a  numerous  army  be- 
fore the  place,  and  having  loft  fuch  myriads  of  his  brave 
troops  with  fo  little  advantage,  had  made  him  quite  defpe- 
xifte,  and  they  all  leaded  the  confequences  of  his  refentr 
IBent.  , 

Pvunus  at  length,  having  given  it  time  tq  cooj,  ventured 
ft>S||^oachhim,  and  propoiea  new  projefl  to  him,  which^ 
^proved,  could  hardly  fail  of  fuccefs ;  which  was,  to  offer 
me  town  a  generous  capitulation ;  adding,  that  in  cafe  the 
(h|bbom  knights  ftiould  rejeft  it,  yet  being  now  reduced  to 
fo  flnall  a  number,  as  well  as  their  forces  and  fortification^ 
almoft  dcftroyed,  the  citizens,  who  Were  mpft  of  them 
^wii,  and  lefs  ambitious  of  gjpry  than  folicitous  fox  their 
pwn  prefervation,  would  undoubte31y  accept  of  any  cprnpor 
jirioQ  that  Qxotild  f^\ire  to  them  their  lives  and  effeAs. 
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JcapitU'      This  propofal  being  relKhed  by  the  foltan,  letters  were 
iation  of'  immediately  difperfed  about  the  city  in  his  name,  exhorting 
fij^'^^^     them  to  fubmit  to  his  government ;  and  threatening  them  at 
/j^^Rho-  ^j^  j^jjjg  timewith  the  moft  dreadful  effefts  of  his  refent- 
ment,  if  they  perAfted  in  their  obftinacy.     Pyrrus  likewifc 
.  difpatched  a  Cenoefe  to  approach  as  near  as  he  could  to  the 
baAion  6i  Aiivergne^  and  tointreat  the  knights  to  take  pity 
of  fo  many  of  their  Chriflian  brethren,  and  not  expofe  them 
to  the  dreadful  efTeAs  which  muft  follow  their  refufal  of  a 
capitulation,  fo  generoufly  offered  them  at  their  lail  extremity. 
y;j^    ^^^  Other  agents  were  likewife  employed  in  other  places,  to  all 
^^jifr       ^f  whom  the  grand  mafter  ordered  fome  of  his  men  to  re*. 
refufa  to   ^^^^  ^"^  anfwer  :  That  his  order  never  treated  with  infidels, 
$rtQi.         but  with  fword  in  hand.     An  Albanian  was  fent  next  with 
a  letter  from  the  foltan  to  him,  who  met  with   the  fame 
repulfe  ;  after  which,  he  ordered  his  men  -to  fire  upon  any^ 
that  fhould  prefent  themfelves  upon  the  fame  pretence,  which 
was  aftually  done.    But  this  did  not  prevent  the  Rljodians, 
from  liftening  to  the  terms  offered  by  the  Turks,  and  holding 
frequent  cabals  upon  that  fubjeft,  in  which  the  general  maf- 
iacre  of  a  town  taken  by  alTault,  the  dreadful  flavery  of  thofe 
that  efcaped,  the  rape  of  their  wives  and  daughters,  the  de- 
ftruftlonof  their  churches,  the  profanation  of  their  holy  re- 
lics and  facred  utenfils,  and  other  dire  confequences  of  an 
obftinate  refufal,  being  duly  weighed  againft  the  foltan*s  of- 
fers, quickly  determined   them  which  pvirty  to  take.     The 
grand     mafter,   however,    proving  inexorable  to  all  their 
intreaties,    they  applied  to  their  Creek  metropolitan,  who 
readily  went  and  reprefentcd  all  thcfe  things  to  him  in  the 
laoft  pathetic  terms,  yet  met  with  no  better  reception ;  but 
was  told,  that  he  and  his   knights  were  determined  to  be 
buried  under  the  ruins  of  the  city,  if  their  fwords  could  no 
longer  defend  it,  and  he  hoped  their  example  would  not  per- 
jjiit  them  to  (hew  Icfs  courage  on  that  occafioii.    This  anfwer 
produced  a  quite  contrary  effcft ;  and,  as  the  citizens  thought 
delays  dangerous  at  fuch  a  jun(5lure,  they  came  in  a  body  to 
him  by  the  very  next  morning,  and  plainly  told  him,  that, 
if  he  paid  no  greater  regard  to  thdr  prefervation,  they  would 
not  fail  of  taking  the  moft  proper  meafures  to  preferve.thc 
lives  and  chaftity  of  their  wives  and  children  *, 

This  refolution  could  not  but  greatly  alarm  the  grand 
mafler  ;  who  thereupon  called  a  council  of  all  the  knights, 
and  ijiformed   them  himfelf  of  the  condition  of  the  place; 

*  Bosio,  FoNiAN,  BouRcou,  Bavdoin,  Vsrtot,  &al. 
abl  fup. 

who 
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who  all  agreed,  particularly  the  engineer  MartinengOf  that  f^  coum* 
it  was  no  longer  defenfible,  and  no  other  refource  left  but  <"'^  ^^- 
to  accept  the  foltan's  ofFers;  to  which  all  the  reft  unani-*^'''**^**' 
moufly  agreed ;  adding  at  the  fame  time,  that  though  they^*'*^*' 
were  all  ready,  according  to  the  obligations  of  their  order, 
to  fight  tb  the  laft  drop  of  their  blood,  yet  it  was  na  le{s 
ihdr  duty  to  provide  for  the  fatety  of  the  inhabitants,  who, 
not  being  bound  by  the  fame  obligations,  ought  not  to  be 
made  a  facrifice  to  their  glory.  It  was  therefore  agreed,  with 
the  grand  matter's  confent>  to  accept  of  the  next  offers  the 
ibltan  {hould  make.  He  did  not  let  them  wait  long ;  for 
th&fear  he  was  in  of  a  frefti  fuccour  from  Europe^  the  intre- 
pidity of  the  knights,  and  the  fliame  of  being  forced  to 
raife  the  fiege,  prevailed  upon  him  to  hang  out  his  pacific 
flag,  which  was  quickly  anfwered  by  another  on  the  Rhodtan 
fide  ;  upon  which  the  Turks ^  coming  out  of  their  trenches, 
delivered  up  the  foltan's  letter  for  the  grand  mafter,  to  the 
grand  prior  dF  St.  Giles ^  and  the  engineer  Martinengo.  The 
terms  offered  in  it  by  Soliman  appeared  fo  advantageous,  that 
they  immediately  exchanged  hoftages,  and  the  knights  that 
were  fent  to  him  had  the  honour  to  be  introduced  to  him, 
and  to  hear  them  confirmed  by  his  own  mouth,  though  not 
without  threats  of  putting  all  to  fire  and  fword  in  cafe  of 
refiifal,  or  even  delay.  Two  ambafladors  were  forthwith 
fent  to  him,  to  demand  a  truce  of  three  days,  to  fettle  the 
capitulation,  a;id  interefts  of  the  inhabitants,  who  were  part 
Greeks t  and  part  Latins  ;  but  this  was  abfolutely  refufed  by 
the  impatient  monarch,  out  of  a  fufpicion  of  the  rumoured 
fuccour  being  near,  and  that  the  truce  was  only  to  gain  time 
till  it  was  come. 

. .  He  therefore  ord<i;red  the  hoftilities  to  be  renewed  with  HoftiBtiei 
fipe(h  fury,  in  which  the  Rhodians  made  a  moft  noble  defence,  renrwed. 
Confidering  their  fmall  number,  and  that  they  had  now  only 
the  barbican,  or  falfe  bray  of  the  baftion  of  Spain^  left  to 
defend  theokfelvesin,  >and  ohcz  more  repulfqd  the  enemy  ;  at 
which  the  foltan  was  fo  enraged,  that  he  refolved  to  over- 
power them  by  numbers  on  the  next  day  ;  which  was,  after 
a  flout  defence,  fo  effeftually  done,  that  they  were  forced 
to  abandon  that  outwork,  and  retire  into  the  city.  •  In  the 
mean  while  the  burghers,  who  had  but  a  day  or  two  before 
raifed  a  frefli  uproar  againft  the,  grand  mafter,  under  pre- 
tence that  he  was  going  to  give  them  up  a  prey  to  an  infidel 
who  regarded  neither  oaths  nor  folemn  treaties,  perceiving 
thdr  own  danger,  came  now  to  defire  him  to  renew  the  ne- 
gotiations, and  only  begged  the  liberty  of  feuding  one  of 
their  deputies  along  with  his,  to  fecure  their  interefts  in  the 
Mod.  Hist.  Vol. XIX.  L  capi-. 
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capitulation.  He  readily  coQfeDted  to  it ;  but  gave  them  a 
charge  to  (^ew  the  baiha  Achmed  the  treaty  formerly  con- 
cluded between  BajaZit  and  his  predeceflbr  dAubuffon^  in 

•  which'  the  former  had  entailed  a  dreadful  cu|fe  on  any  of 
his  fucceflbrs  that  ihould  infringe  it.  This  was  done,  in 
hopes  that  the  (hewing  it  to  his  mafiery  who  valued  himfelf 
fo  much  upon  his  ftriA  obfervance  of  his  kw,  might  produce 
fome  qualm  in  him  which  might  lengthen  the  agreement,  for 
they  were  flill  as  much  in  hopes  of  a  fuccour  from  Europe 
a3  he  was  in  fear  of  it ;  but,  to  their  great  furprift,  Achmed 
had  no  fooner  perufed  than  he  tore  it  ail  in  pieces,  trampled 
it  under  his  feet,  and  in  a  rage  ordered  them  to  be  gone. 
The  grand  mafter  found  no  other  refource  than  to  (end  them 

7hi  neto*  ^^  ^^  ^^  ^y  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^y  »  when  that  minifter,  who 
tiatianre-  knew  his  matter's  impatience  to  have  the  affair  concluded, 
fumid*       quickly  agreed  with  them  upon  the  terms,  ^which  were  in 

fubftance  as  follows : 
Articles  of     '•  That  the  churches  (hould  not  be  profaned. 
fopitula"       2*  That  the  inhabitants  (hould  not  be  forced  to  part 
//«»•         ^th  their  children,  to  be  made  janiflaries. 

3.  That  they  (hould  enjoy  the  free  exercife  of  thdr  re- 
ligion. 

4.  That  they  (hould  be  free  from  taxes  during  five 
years. 

5.  That  thofe  who  had  a  mind  to  leave  the  ifland,  (hould 
have  free  leave  to  do  fo. 

6.  That  if  the  grand  mailer  and  his  knights  had  not  a 
'    ^  fufficient  number  of  vedels  to  tranfport  them(elves  and  tlieir 

efie6U  mio  Canf&if  the  foltan  (hould  fupply  that  defeA. 

7.  That  they  (hould  have  12  days  allowed  theip,  from 
the  figning  of  the  articles,  to  fend  all  their  effe^s  on 
l)oard. 

8.  That  they  (hould  have  the  liberty  of  carrying  away 
their  relics,  chalices^  and  other  facred  uten(ils,  belonging  to 
the  great  church  of  St.  John^  together  with  all  their  oraa« 
inents,  and  other  e(re£l9. 

9.  That  they  (hould  likewife  carry  with  them  all  the  ar- 
tillery vntii  which  they  were  wont  to  arm  the  gallies  of  the 
CMrder. 

10.  That  all  the  iflands  belonging  to  it,  together  with 
the  ca(Ue  of  St.  Peter^  (hould  be  delivered  up  tb  the 
Turks. 

11.  That,  for  the  more  cafy  execution  of  thele  articles, 
the  Turkijb  army  (hoi^d  be  regaoved  at  fcune  miles  difbmce 
froiS  (he  capital. 

J  a.  That 
t 


C  7.  Tbe  Uiftorj  $/  Maltha;  16$ 

12.  That  the  agaof  the  janiflarks,  at  the  head  of  4000 
of  his  men,  fhould  be  allowed  to  go  and  take  poflefficxi  of 
the  place  '. 

Thise  articles  were  hardly  figned  and  fealed  by  both 

fides,  before  a  numerous  fleet  was  perceived  making  all  the 

iail  they  could  towards  the  iflan4>  and  was  immediately 

foppofed  by  both  parties  to  be  that  which  had  been  fo  long 

apeAed  from  Europe ;  but,  upon  their  nearer  approach,  they 

proved  to  be  a  Turkijb  armament,  with  a  freih  reinforce-  ' 

meat  of  troops,  which  the  folun  had  purpofely  fent  for 

from  Perjia  to  relieve  thofe  who  wiere  quite  fpent  with 

the  fatigues  of  fo  long  and  bloody  a  fiege.    Had  thele 

vrired  a  few  days  fooner,  the  foltan  would  not  in  all  proba- 

V&Xj  have  granted  the  befiegers  fuch  a  favourable  capitula- 

;  tioo.    Thete  articles,  however,  did  not  prevent  the  rapa- 

'  dons  janiilaries  from  entering  and  plundering  the  churches^ 

'  tad  even  the  tombs  of  the  grand  maflers,   and  committing 

many  other  outrages  againfl;  them,  particularly  in  the  noble' 

iafirmary,  where  they  turned  out  all  the  iick  and  wounded, 

i  andfeized  upon  all  the  plate,  which,  as  was  formerly  hinted, 

the  patients  ufed  to  be  ferved  in  ;  but  upon  the  grand  maf- 

tcr's  complaining  of  it  to  Achmed^  he  fent  the  aga  word, 

I  that  his  head  (hould  anfwer  for  the  breach  of  the  capitula^- 

I  tion,  if  every  thing  was  not  punAually  reflored. 

In  another  conference  which  that  baiha  had  with  him,  he 
i  %Bified  to  him,  that  his  young  mafter  had  an  extreme  defire 
:  to  fee  him,  and  that  it  would  be  looked*  upon  as  an  high 
I  iffiunt  if  he  left  the  ifland  without  paying  his  refpefts  to 
i  him.    The  grand  mafter  eafily  forefaw  the  danger  either  of 
'Complying  with  or  declining  the  invitation ;  yet,  rather  than  • 
'  p7e  him  a  pretence  for  retracing  any  of  his  concefEons,  he 
Icbofe  CO  run  the  hazard  of  waiting  upon  him ;  but  fuch  wa$ 
I  the  barbarous  afieAation  of  Turk^h  grandeur,  that  they  kept 
I  that  venerable  old  fovereign  and  his  attendants  at  the  tent- 
door,  without  any  rcfrefhment,  during  a  whole  fiiowy  and 
frofty  day,  before  he  was  admitted  into  his  prefence.     At 
length,  towards  the  evening,  both  he  and  his  Jcnights  were 
pretented  with  rich  vefts,  and  other  garments,  fit  to  appear 
ia  before  him.     Upon  their  admiffion,  S$limdn  wafis  ftruckSoIlman 
with  the  magnificent  appearance  of  fo  old  a  gentleman  ;  andyrecei^a 
to  comfort  him  under  his  prefent  misfortune,  ordered  his/^^  grmul 
imcrpreter  to  tell  him,  that^A^  conqueft  and  lofs  of  empire  ^^^'' 
was  a  mere  common  game  of-  fortune :  "  You  fee,  faid  he*"''^'^^'^ 
^  to  him,  how  all  your  hopes  in  your  Chriftian  friends  aad^^*^'^* 

y  Bosio,  &  al.  fap.  cicat. 

L  2  "  allies 
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''  allies  have  been  fruftrated ;  but,  could  you  be  once  pre- 
*'  vailed  upon  to  exchange  your  religion  for  ours,  there  is 
**  no  honour  or  preferment  that  I  would  not  gladly  beftow 
•*  upon  you/*  To  this  he  anfwered  with  his  uTual  piety  and 
politenefs,  That  fuch  an  apoftafy  would  rather  render  him 
mod  unworthy  of  his  leaft  regard  ;  forafmuch  as  it  woald 
be  the  highell  diflionour  to  fo  great  a  prince,  to  be  ferved 
by  fuch  a  traitor  and  renegado ;  and  that  all  the  favour  he 
had  to  requefl  of  him,  was,  that  his  retreat  and  embarkation 
might  not  be  molefled  by  any  of  his  men.  To  which  requefl 
he  condefcended  to  give  him  his  royal  word,  and  his  hand 
to  kifs,  aflTuring  him,  moreover,  that  if  the  term  granted 
him  proved  too  fhort,  he  would  readily  grant  him  a  longer. 
Some  days  after,  when  he  came  to  take  a  view  of  his  new 
conqueft,  in  which  he  was  received  at  the  grand  mafter's  pa* 
lace  with  all  the  honours  due  to  fo  great  a  conqueror,  he 
gave  him  feveral  frefh  marks  of  his  efteem ;  and,  upon  his 
going  out  of  his  palace,  he  bid  his  interpreter  tell  him,  that 
it  was  not  without  fome  reluAance  that  he  obliged  fo  brave 
a  Chriftian  at  his  years  to  abandon  his  habitation. 
7hi  gfMid.  SoLiMAN  refolving  to  depart  for  his  capital  two  days 
mafter^^t,  after,  the  grand  mafter,  fearing  he  might  not  meet  with 
£mbark  ttt  t|jg  f^^g  generous  ufage  from  his  minifters,  being  determined 
not  to  tarry  behind,  gave  orders  for  their  embarkation ; 
which  was  done  in  the  night-time,  and  not  without  great 
clutter  and  confufion,  confidering  that,  befldes  thofe  of  hiis 
order,  he  was  followed  by  above  4000  inhabitants,  whom  he 
faw  fafely  on  board ;  and  Mras  the  laft  of  the  whole  company 
that  left  the  (hore  (X),  after  having  taken  his  laft  farewd  c^ 

the 


the  night 
for  Can- 
dill. 


0 

(X)  The  grand  mafter  was 
not  a  little  grieved  thac  he 
could  not  bring  with  him  the 
young  Amurat't  the  Ton  of  the 
unfortunate  Zizimt  as  he  had 
agreed  to^  do  in  fome  difguife. 
This  young  prince  had  been 
left  under  the  care  and  protec- 
tion of  the  order  when  his  fa- 
ther was  conducted  into  France, 
We  do  not  find  that  any  men^ 
tion  was  made  of  him  in  the  ca- 
pitulation, both  So/iman  andtlie 
grand  mailer  might  have  their 
reafons  for  not  doing  it ;  and 
as  the  latter  would  never  have 
confcntcd  to  deliver  him  up  to 


the  former,  nor  he  have  a;^ 
to  any  articles  if  he  had  not, 
may  reafonably  fuppofe,  th 
each  had  formed  his  proj 
concerning  him ;  the  one 
convey  him  in  fome  difguife 
(hip-board,  and  the  other 
havfe  him  fo  clofely  watcfae 
as  he  accordingly  was,  that 
ihould  not  efcape  him.  T 
unfortunate  young  prince,  fi 
ing'himfelf  thus  unhappily  b 
fet,  had  no  other  way  left  b 
to  conceal  himfelf  among  t 
ruins  of  the  houfes  which  t 
cannon  had  overthrown,  a 
wait  for  fome  favourable  op 

portunit 
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the  foltaii.  They  fet  fail  foon  after  for  the  ifland  of  CanJia, 
kavhig  hhn  in  poflefHoa  of  that,  and  of  all  the  other  iflands 
which  had  belonged  to  the  order,  as  well  as  of  the  caftle  o£ 
St.  Peter,  or  Bidrou,  on  thecoafts  of  Carta  ;  to  the  govern- 
ors of  which  he  fent  exprefs  orders,  by  a  felucca,  to  aban- 
don the  place,  and  to  embark  with  the  whole  garrifon,  and 
fall  after  him  for  Candia.  After  having  fuffered  the  (hock  of 
a  moft  violent  ftorm,  he  at  length  came  in  fight  of  the  ifland : 
he  did  not  however  immediately  make  for  the  haven,  but 
ibdd  riding  in  the  road  in  his  great  carack,  waiting  for  the 
reft  of  the  veffels,  which,  having  been  feparated  by  the  tem- 
pcft,  came  gradually  one  after  another  to  join  him. 

As  foon  as  they  were  all  landed,  he  took  a  melancholy 
review  of  them  rfome  of  the  veffels,  having  been  overladen,  he 
was  informed,  were  funk ;  the  reft  that  came  fafe  on  (hore 
amounteid  to  about  5000  fouls,  moft  of  them  in  fuch  a  for- 
rowful  and  languiQiing  condition,  as  drew  tears  from  his 
eves.     His  firft  care  was,  to  fend  for  provifions  for  them, 
cloaths,  Ihien,  and  other  neceffaries,  at  his  own  charge,  froni 
the  neighbouring  countries,  and  he  ftrove  to  comfort  them 
all  by  his  pons  difcourfes  and  example.     By  this  time  the 
governor  of  the  ifland,  and  other  principal  officers,  attended 
and  gave  him  a  grand  reception,  which,  though  no  other 
than  was  due  to  his  charafter  and  dignity,  was  however  re- 
ceived with  no  fmall  reluftance  ;  nor  could  he  forbear  ex-  Complaints 
preiling  his  refentment  againft  the  ungenerous  policy  of  the  a^aiiift  tht 
Cenoefe,  who,  though  they  had  above  fixty  gallies  riding  in  Gcnocfc. 
the  hafbours  of  that  ifland,  yet  could  fuifer  that  of  Rhodes 
to,  be  furrendered  to  the  Turks,  without  lending  him  the 
Icaft  ailiftance;  neither  would  he  ftay  longer  there,  not- 


portdnity  of  gaining  the  fea- 
nde,  where  a  veflel  or  two 
were  waiting  to  convey  him 
away.  But  Soliman^  who  was 
refolved  to  have  him  at  any 
rate,  gave  fuch  ftrid  orders  to 
liave  aim  fought  oat,  that  he 
was  quickly  difcovered  and 
brought  to  him,  with  his  two 
ions  and  two  daughters.  Soli- 
man,  who  highly  vahied  him- 
feif  upon  the  character  of  a 
joft  prince,  being  unwilling  to 
pac  him  to  death  wtthouc  fome 


planfible  pretence,  afked  him 
what  religion  he^was  of?  T6 
which  he  readily  anfwered, 
that  he  was  a  Chriftian  ;  upon 
which  he  condemned  him  and 
his  two  fons  to  be  put  to  death 
for  apoHafy  ;  and,  to  prevent 
any  impoflor  being  trumped  up 
in  their  name,  caufed  them  tp 
be^ftrangled  at  the  head  of  his 
army,  and  the  daughters  to  be 
fent  to  Conflantinople,  and  fhttt 
up  in  the  feraglio  (31). 


(31)  £0/?o,  Baudoiw,  lih»  x.  c.  2.     Fmtan,  Q  ah    V^id.  fif  Vmrft,  /.  ni. 
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-withftanding  the  goveraor*8  earncft  invitation  to  him  to  watt 
at  leaft  till  the  winter  was  over ;  but,  as  foon  as  he  had  got 
his  fleet  refitted,   refolved  to  fail  for  Itafy^    in  order  to 
confult  the  pope  about  a  new   fettlement.    In  the  mean 
time,  the  Latin  metropolitan  of  Rhodes  arrived  there  with 
aU  his  clergy,  whom  Soliman  had  been  obliged  to  fend  away, 
out  of  complaifance  to  the  Greeks  and  Rhodians^  who  coold 
not  brook  to  have  any  Latins  live  among  them.     The  grand 
mafter,  to  indemnify  him  for  his  lofs,  aSlgned  him  a  penfion 
out  of  the  common  treafury,  admitted  him  into  the  order, 
and  appointed  him  prior  of  their  church,  a  dignity  which 
gave  him  a  feat  in  council,  and  the  next  to  that  df  the  grand 
mafter  ;  and  this  prelate  it  was  ^ho  informed  them  df  the 
fad  cataftrophe  of  prince  Amurat  and  his  fons^  mentioned  in 
the  laft  note  *. 
Sails  fir        The  fleet  was  no  fooner  refitted  than  they  fct  fail  for 
Italy.        Italy t  about  the  beginning  of  March^  after  having  difpatched 
fome  other  veflels  to  carry  the  melancholy  news  of  the  lois 
of  Rhodes  to  the  pope,  and  other  European  powers.     He  had 
indeed  no  great  hopes  of  that  pontiPs  ailiftance,  who  had 
always  afted  as  the  lame  fervile  creature  to  the  emperor  as  he 
had  been  before  his  election  to  the  pontificate,  yet,  .without 
a  particular  bull  from  him  to  confiim  all  the  antientpriviltt^es 
and  inftitutes  of  the  order,  and  reftoring  the  antient  dila- 
pline,  he  eafily  forefaw  it  would  be  next  to  impoflible  to  re* 
unite  them  into  one  body  or  fettlement ;  and  this  was  what 
he  fent  a  previous  ambafTy  to  him  to  folicit  at  the  court  of 
Romey  and  what  that  pontif  readily  complied  with.     His  next 
care  was,  to  apply  to  the  Chriftian  powers  for  fome  proper 
fea-port  where  to  reunite  the  members,  and  enable  them 
to  refume  their  priftine  difcipline  and  employment ;  with- 
out which,  he  reflefted,  they  would  quickly  be  difperfed, 
beyond  the  poi&bility  of  their  bting  rejoined  again  ;  for  if, 
whilft  they  reigned  abfolute  fovereigns  in  Rhodes^  he  and 
his  predeceflbrs  found  it  fo  difficult  a  taflc  to  keep  them  up 
to  their  refpeAive  duties,  and  to  a  due  regard  to  their  an* 
thority,  as  we  have  had  frequent  occafion  to  obfervc  thro* 
this  fe^ion,  how  much  more  unlikely  was  it  that  they  fliould 
iff'^  *  do  fo  under  his  prefpnt  circumfbnces  ?  The  pope  had  indeed 
S  ii'"''"  ff^^"^  Wm  the  defired  bull,  l>y  which  he  obliged  all  the 
•  'f  ^''    knights  of  the  ordpr  to  continue  ftill  under  the  authority  of 
thdr  exiled  chief,  under  the  fevereft  penalties ;  and  his  am- 
l>aIIador  h^d  fdrcady  feat  it  tq  Mefflna,  to  be  d^iverpd  to 

9  Bosio,  FoNTAM.  BouRBON,  Baudoin,  lib.  X.  c*  a^&f^f 
VWT9T,  ^^  fry.  t.  y.  1.  ix.  p.  J^oj^,  &  fc4j, 
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iiffi  at  his  arrival)  that  being  the  place  where  he  had  ap- 
pointed his  fleet  to  land ;  but  there  being  no  Chriftian  power  to 
apply  to  for  a  fixed  fettlement,  after  they  had  fo  ananimoufly 
abandoned  him  in  his  greateft  extremity,  wa$  a  confideration 
that  afforded  him  but  a  moft  hopelefs  profpeA  ;  yet  did  not 
this  hinder  him  from  taking  with  him  all  his  RhoSanSf  who, 
bdz^  moftly  iick  and  languifliing,  were  all  fhipped  on  board 
a  number  of  proper  veflels,  which  he  himfelf  vouchfafed  to 
accompany  in  a  galley  bdonging  to  the  order  ;  and^  for 
tbdr  better  conveniency,  he  chofe  to  fail  from  coaft  to  coaft^ 
rather  than  to  venture  them  on  the  wic|e  iea ;  and  this,  joined 
to  fome  bad  weather  they  met  with,  fo  much  retarded  his 
arrival  at  Meffina^  that  the  caraccas  and  other  galiies  of  the 
order,  which  had  taken  the  ihorter  route,  had  reached  that 
port  long  before  him.    Their  apprehenfions  and  vaft  concern 
lor  him  were  fuch  as  may  be  better  imagined  than  exprelled, 
flot  only  from  the  violent  ftorms  which  they  themfelves  had 
experienced  in  their  paflage,  and  might,  they  jufUy  feared, 
have  proved  more  fatal  to  him  nearer  the  land,  but  likewife 
(rom  the  multitude  of  Turkifb  and  other  corfairs  which 
^vanned  along  thbfe  coafts. 

At  length,  sifter  a  long  and  impatient  expeAation,  during  Hislan^ 
which  thai  conliderate  old  gentleman  had  fafely  landed  his  ingmndn' 
RhodiaTu  at  Otrqnto  on  the  Adriatic  gulf,  they  had  the  inex*  ^^fion  at 
preffible  fatisfaftion  to  fee  him  fafely  arrive  at  that  of  Mef^  Meffina. 
fina  with  his  fmall  fleet,  not  now  with  the  ufual  flag  of  the 
order,  but  with  one  thfit  bore  the  image  of  the  blefled  Vir- 
gin, with  her  divine  Son  in  her  arms,  and  with  this  motto 
under  her,  *  AffliEiisfpes  mea  rebus.  He  was  immediately  fur- 
ronndod  with  all  die  nobility  and  principal  officers  of  the 
city,  attending  the  Sicilian  viceroy,  who  came  to  receive  him 
on  his  landing,  and  whofe  eyes  were  all  intently  fixed  on  his 
Tenerable  perion,  now  no  lefs  to  be  admired  for  his  firmnefs 
under  his  prefent  misfortune,  than  for  the  glory  which  he 
had  gained  by  the  noble  defence  of  the  city  of  Rhodes.  The 
Yioeroy,  Count  Monte  Lione^  immediately  after  the  firft  com- 
plunents,  <^red  him  that  port,  in  the  emperor  Charles  V.*8 
name,  to  ferve  for  a  retreat  and.fettlement  to  him  and  the 
knights  of  the  order.  The  archbi(hop,  and  the  reft  of  the 
nobility,  exprefled  an  uncommon  fatisfaAiop  at  the  propofal, 
thongh  it  was  anfwered  only  by  a  compliment  of  thanks  on 
his  pan ;  after  which  they  accompanied  him  to  the  palace  in 
a  fiknt  and  mournful  proceifion^  fuitable  to  fo  great  and  fo 
irretrievable  a  lo(s. 

The  regret  of  having  bten  forced  to  deliver  up  fo  confi- 
^blcaa  ifland  into  the  hands  of  the  enemies  of  Cbrlftianity, 
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in  whkK  his  predcceflbrs  had  reigned  with  fo  mach  glory* 
as  we  have  feen,  during  the  fpace  of  near  220  years,  dif- 
played  itfelf  plainly  in  all  his  words  and  aftions,  as  well 
as  in  his  looks :  but,  to  prevent  its  occaiioning  the  leaft  di* 
minution  of  his  authority,  his  Hrfl  care,  after  providing  all 
proper  accommodations  for  the  iick  and  wounded ,  was,  to 
call  all  the  priors  and  coitimandcrs,  who  had  been  tardy  in 
1'riis  ihe    their  duty,  to  a  fevere  account.     The  firft  of  thofc  that  were 
^r««^  ^1- fummoned  before  his  council  were  the  grand  priors  of  St* 
9^1  fir  m-  Stephen  ViTiA  Barletta,  who,  in  their  own  juflification,  pro- 
f/eSf*         duced  a  vaft  quantity  of  corn,  arms,  and  other  provifioDS, 
beiides  a  great  number  of  volunteers,  which  they  had  got 
ready  to  fail  to  Rhodes^  but  which  had  been  unhappily  kept 
back  by  violent  ftorms  and  cohtrary  winds  during  the  two; 
lail  months,  infomuch   that  none  of  the  captains  or  com- 
manders had  the  courage  to  venture  out,  except  the  Eng' 
li/b  chevalier  Niettport,  who,  being  refolved  at  all  hazards 
to  convey  a  fupply  to  the  place,  was  driven  back  by  the  tem- 
peft  againfl:  a  rock,  were  his  fhip  and  whole  cargo  were  fuok 
and  loft.     Several  others  from  Spain,  Portugal,  Catalonia, 
France,  and  England,  made  it  likewife  appear,  that  the  fuc- 
cours  which  they  had  feverally  got  ready  were  retarded  by 
Js  recM'     the  fame  unavoidable  caufe ;  all  which  was  fo  fully  proved^ 
cikd.         that  the  grand   matter  intirely  acquiefced,  and  could  only 
Wifpeicb  utter  thefe  words,  Blejfed  be  God,  who,  in  the  midft  of  all  our 
$9  them*     difqfters,  hath  given  me  this  Jdtisfd^ory  evidence,  that  they 
were  not  owing  to  the  negleSi  of  my  religious  brethren ;  after 
,  which,  having  tenderly  embraced  them,  he  added,  //  'was 
highly  necejfary,  for  the  honour  of  our  order  and  your  own, 
thatfuch  aJlriSl  examination  fiould  be  made  of  your  conduit ; 
which  will  now  teflify  to  all  the  European  powers,  as  well  as 
to  pqfterity,  that  if  Rhodes  could  have  been  faved  by  thefoU 
force  of  our  order,  wefbould  not  now  be^oail  that  bulwark  of 
Chriftendom  being  in  the  hands  of  iiifidcls  ».     But  neither  this, 
nor  his  other  pious  exhortations,  could  have  prevented  the 
greateft  part  of  them  from  difperfing  themfelves,  if  he  had 
not  caufed  the  pope's  bull,  which  exprefly  forbad  it,  to  be 
read  before  them,  and  mixed  with  his  gentle  threats  fome 
comfortable  afTurances  of  fpeedily  obtaining  perhaps  a  more 
fafe  and  convenient  one  than  that  which  they  had  loft. 
jf  plague        In  the  interim  a  peftilence,  which  began  to  rage  in  Mef-^ 
^U  his  camp, jif^g^^  foon  fpread  itfelf  among  his  fmall  Rhodian  fleet,  and 
obliged  him,  with  the  governor's  leave,  to  remove  them  to 
fata,  where,  by  his  care  to  have  their  can^p  well  intrenched 

*  Vide  Anft.  fup.  citat, 
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ag^  the  infults  of  {he  corfairs,  ^s  well  as  fopplied  with 

proper  medicines,  and  other  neceflaries,  together  with  the 

cbiQIge  of  aify  they  gradually  recovered ;   fo  that,  after  a 

jDOQth's  iby  in  it,  he  found  them  all  fit  to  reimbark,  and  He  fails  to 

£ukd  with  them  for  Civita  Fecchia,  where  they  fafely  arrived  Civita 

iboo  after ;  and  he  took  the  dtref):  road  to  J^ome^  impatient  Vecchia. 

toconfalt  the  pontif  about  a  new  fettlement  for  his  order. 

This  being  juft  about  the  time  that  /Adrian  VI.  was  going 

to  fign  a  (hamcful  les^e  with  the  emperor,  the  king  of  Eng- 

lani^  and  the  duke  01  MUan,  againfl:  France y  the  pontif  was 

obliged  >to  putoif  ^ving  him  audience  till  that  ceremony  was 

concluded,  being  a(hamed  to  have  it  performed  in  his  pre- 

ieoce ;  but  received  him  afterwards  with  all  the  pomp  and 

marks  of  efleem  due  to   his  merit  and   dignity.     Having 

^Ten.him  all  the  juft  praifes  that  were  due  to  his  conduft 

and  bravery,  he  aiTured  him,  that  he  would  do  all  that  lay  in 

liis  power  to  preferve  an  order  in  eveiy  refpeft  fo  ufeful  and 

adraotageous  to  Chriftendom ;  and,  at  his  parting  from  him, 

hoaonred  him  with  the  title  of  the  great  defender  of  the 

ChriAian  faith,  and  other  fuch  pompous  epithets  <,  which  he 

could  more  readily  fpare  than  the  fucdours  which  he  had  fo 

often  begged  of  him  in  vain.     The  pope  dying  foon  after  of 

a  violent  fever,  the  guard  of  the  conclave,  which  proceede4 

to  a  new  eleAion,  was  committed  to  him,  and  the  knights 

that  were  then  with  him. 

Adrian  was  fucceeded  by  Julius  de  Medicis^  a  knight  of 
their  order,  and  the  vjsry  firft  that  was.  ever  elefted  to  that 
digoity,  to  the  no  fmall  joy  of  the  grand  mafter  and  the 
vhole  order,  who  might  now  more  fafely  depend  upon  his 
aMance  and  friendship,  than  on  all  the  fair  promifes  of  his 
predcceflbr,  for  their  happy  re-eftablifhment.  They  were 
not  dKappointed ;  for  never  did  a  pontif  before  Clement  VII. 
which  was  the  name  he  took,  exprefs  more  zeal  or  efteem 
for  the  order  than  he  did  ;  to  which  the  account  which  was 
pvcn  him  in  a  full  confiftory,  by  the  grand  mafter  and  chan- 
cellor, of  the  fiege  and  defence  pf  Rhodes,  by  600  knights 
againft  200,000  Turks,  did  not  a  little  contribute.  It  "wasTieorifir 
immediately  agreed,  that  the  order  ftiould  fettle  at  Viterbo/ettl^d  at 
till  a  more  convenient  place  could  be  thought  upon ;  whilft  Viterbo. 
their  gallies  and  other  veflels  continued  at  Civita  Vecchia, 
To  all  thefe  favours  the  new  pontif  was  pleafed  to  add  an- 
other, that  the  grand  mafter  ftiould  hold  the  firft  place  on 
the  right  of  the  throne  in  the  papal  chapel,  and  march  alone 
before  his  hcdinefsin  all  future  cavalcades. 

*  Bosio,  abifup.  I.  ii.  p.  zop    V£aTOT>  p.  426,  &  al.  ib. 
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From  this  time  the  pontif  and  he  held  frequent  confer*! 
ences  about  the  moft  proper  place  for  the  order  to  be  fettled' 
in«     Several  of  theni  were  propofed,  againft  which  fome  ma* 

€h€  i/Uso/ttrisil  objeftions* we^c  ftarted  by  one  fide  or  other;  and,  in; 

MaXthz     the  conclufion,  the  ifland  of  Maltha  was  agreed  on  as  the 

anJGoh  ftrongeft  by  nature,  moft  conveniently  fituated,  aad  having ; 

fr^fofid,     the  moft  cdnvenient  ports ;  to  which  that  of  Gofa^  contPj 

fuoos  to  it,  was  to  be  joined,  as  a  bulwark  to  the  greater. 
P'e  have  defcribed  them  both  at  the  beginning  of  this  chap* 
ter,  and  hinted,  that  they  both  belonged  to  the  emperdT 
Charles  V.  as  king  of  Sicily ;  who  had  exprefled  a  great 
readinefs  to  grant  it  to  them,  on  condition  they  (hould  oK 
gage  themfelves  in  the  care  and  defence  of  the  city  of  THj 
poll,  which  he  had  lately  made  himfelf  mafter  of,  as  iM 
have  feen  in  a  former  volume,  but  which  being  fo  unhap* 
pUy  furrounded  on  all  fides  by  infidels  and  barbarians,  wootf 
have  coft  more  to  keep  it  than  it  could  be  worth  to  them: 
There  was  ftill  another  no  left  confiderable  danger  to  be  ap» 
prehended,  viz,  left  that  politic  monarch  ftiould  take  ocdK 
fion,  from  his  grant  to  the  order,  to  bring  it  into  fome  kui 
of  fubjeftion  to  him.  The  pope  therefore,  having  caution- 
ed the  grand  mafter  to  be  careful  not  to  give  him  any 
handle  for  it  in  their  fubfequent  negotiation,  three  of  thdr 
ableft  knights  of  the  order  were  fent  on  an  ambafiy,  to  treat 
with  that  prince  about  a  grant ;  thefe  were  the  grand  prior' 
of  CafiHey  the  famed  engineer  Martinengo^  fo  often  mciH 
tjoned  in  this  fefVion,  and  the  commander  Bojioy  the  beft  and' 
moft  exaft  author  of  the  hiftory  of  that  orders  of  which  he 
was  then  chaplain. 

These  three,  belRg  arrived  at  Madrid^  where  the  em- 
peror then  was,  requefted  him,  in  the  name  of  the  whole 
order,  to  make  them  a  grant  of  thofe  two  iflands,  free  from 
all  manner  of  fubjeftion  to  any  but  to  their  grand  mafter  1 
and  fovereign.     This  they   did  likewife  widiout  makiogj 
the  leaft  mention  of  Tripoli ;  and  only  reprefented  to  himi  i 
that  fuch  a  generous  grant  would  make  him  efteemed  as  the ' 
fecond  founder  of  an  order  which  had  proved,  during  fevend 
centuries,  the  moft  effeAual  bulwark  of  Chriftendom ;  and 
that  the  knights  would  be  thereby  put  in  a  condition  tofup- 
prefs  the  fwarms  of  Mohammedan  corfairs,  and  fecure  his 
dominions,  the  iilands  of  Sicily ^  Sardinia^  the  kingdom  of 
Naples^  and  coafts  of  Italy ^  from  their  outrageous  incurfions. 
flarA^       ^^\  ^^  ^'^^f^  propofals  the  crafty  emperor  refufed  to  affcnt, 
ferms  of-  uulefs  Tripoli  was  included  in  the  treaty ;  and  infifted  more- 
fered  by     over,  that  the  whole  order  ftiould  acknowlege  him,  and  take 
the  mpi-  ^^  oath$  to  hUn  as  their  lawful  fovereign,  wirfiout  at  the 
wr.  fame 
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JtflK  time  engaging  himfelf  to  ftirnifli  them  with  any  com 
imm  his  Italian  dominionsy  which  was  in  izQ.  the  mofl  efFec- 
I9I  means  of  ftarving  them  into  his  fubjeAioo^  feeing  they 
loold  not  poffibly  fubfift  without  fuch  a  fupply  ^.  ' 

These  bard'termSy  which  the  ambafladors  well  knew 
posld  never  be  accepted,  obliged  them  to  difpatch  the  com- 
Jiander  Bofio  to  Viterboy  for  new  inftru^lions,  whil^  the 
Other  two  continued  at  the  imperial  court.     By  that  time  he 
vas  arrived  at  Viterboy  the  grand  mailer  had  received  a  propo« 
^mach  more  glorious  and  advantageous,  made  to  him,  of 
IDCOveiing  the  illand  of  Rhodes^  and  which  could  not  bqt 
ipdce  thofe  of  the  emperor  ftill  more  diftaftcful.    The  pro-  Achmcd 
fo&l  was  fent  to  him  by  that  very  baftia  Achmed  who  had  had  ^JF^^  '• 
pbe  greateft  hand  in  the  conquefl  of  that  idand  from  them  ;  ^^ 
^t  who,  being  now  in  open  rebellion  againft  foitan  Solh^n,  ^j^,  g^.^,.^ 
/tSaei  to  a£Gift  him  in  the  recovery  of  it.    However,  as  it 
IVDotd  have  been  dangerous  to  rejeA  the  emperor's  offers, 
CDsfidering  what  a  number  of  rich  priories  they  had  in  his 
^iomiaions,  which  he  perhaps  would  have  been  glad  of  any  pre- 
Ince  to  have  feized  to  his  own  ufe,  the  grand  mailer  thought 
it  more  politic  to  defer  giving  a  poiitive  anfwer,  till  he  had 
«ade  a   proper  inc^uiry  into  Achmetfs  propofal ;    but  to 
imnfe  the  emperor  wbilfl  xhAt  was  doing,  he  begged  leave  to 
faida  number  of  commii&oners  to  go  and  take  an  exafl  view 
of  dK  two  iflands  of  Maltha  and  Cofa,  and  city  of  Tripoli,  that, 
jqMm  the  report  they  made  of  them,  he  might  take  his  meafures 
iow  far  he  could  comply  udth  his  terms.    But  whiifl  he  was 
ttgDtiatiog  in  this  procraitinating  manner  with  the  court  of 
Madridy  an  accident  happened  which  determined  him  to  pre<* 
fer  the  attempt  to  regain  their  antient  feat  to  the  emperor's 
harih  conditions. 

One  of  the  knights  of  the  ord^  had  met  a  Rhodian  ihip 
at  (ba,  who&  company  made  grievous  complaints  againft  the 
tyianir^  they  were  under,  and  expreiled  an  ardent  defire  to 
fie  thonfelyes  again  under*  the  milder  and  happier  govern- 
meat  of  their  anciept  mailers ;  aiTuring  him  at  the  fame  time, 
that  the  regaining  of  the  iiland  would  not  prove  a  difficult 
taflc  at  this  time^  when  the  fortifications  continued  dill  for  the 
noft  part  unrepaired,  the  garrifon  weak,  and  the  aga,  whet 
coounaiided  under  the  foitan,  a  renegado,  who  would  be  glad 
to  efiace  his  crime,  by  his  timely  afliilance  in  an  enterprize  fo 
advantageous  to  Chriflianity.    Thefe  men,  being  fome  o^ 
tiie  licheil  merchants  and  cithens  of  that  iiland,  were  gladly^ 
prevatted  upon  to  go  and  pay  their  refpeAs  to  the  grand 
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mafter  ;  and  the  knight  according]7  brought  them  to  hi 
where  they  confirmed  to  him  all  they  had  faid  before, 
grand  mafter  difmifled  thtm  with  all  the  cardies  and  encoali 
ragement  they  could  wi(h  ;  and,  having  acquainted  the  popk; 
with  the  matter,  they  agreed  that  the  commander  Bofio  fhoull 
be  difpatched  thither  with  alljpof&ble  hafteand  fecrefy, 
arrived  there  fafely  in  the  diiguife  of  a  merchant,  and 
by  that  means  all  the  opportunity  he  wanted  to  inquire  i 
the  .condition  of  the  city,  and  how  far  the  renegado 
might  be  wrought  upon  to  snGft  in  the  affair.  At  the 
opening  of  the  matter  to  him,  he  (eemed  quite  confound^ 
but,  having  recovered  himfelf,  gave  Bofio  the^moft  fatisi 
toi7  tokens  of  his  remorfe,  and  readinefs  upon  any  terms 
be  reconciled  to  the  church,  and  expiate  his  apoftafy  by 
future  fervices  to  the  order.  He  engaged  to  admit  the  grai 
mafter^s  forces  iato  every  place  under  his  command,  pi 
vided  they  were  able  to  maintain  themfelves  in  them  ;  anjt'i 
fufficient  quantity  of  arms  and  provifions  was  fent,  to 
^hedefgn  .the  Rhodiaiu  in  a  condition  to  join  with  them.  All 
frufirated  .hopefol  profpe6t  was,  however,  unexpeAedly  qu.aftiod  by 
hy  Ach-  death  of  Aclnned^  whofe  head  was  fent  to  Conftantinopk 
medV^^-  baQu,/^r<w'm,  as  we  have  formerly  fhewn;  at  the  newsdif 
feat  and  which  the  aga  was  greatly  alarmed*  as  well  as  the  OMlH 
death.  mander  Bofio,  who  with  great  diiEculty  and  danger  got  avs^ 
from  that  ^iland,  and  brought  an  account  of  his  iU  fuccefili 
through  the  defeat  of  Achrmd,  and  the  difcovery  of  his  pn^ 
je<3  againft  Rhodes,  which  had  by  that  time  hung  too  long  i^ 
fufpenfe,  and  been  intruded  to  too  many  perfons  tocontinoi 
longer  a  fecret  ^  :  fo  that  Soliman  had  notice  of  it  timd| 
enough  to  take  all  proper  precautions  to  render  it  abortive.  • 
But  whilfl  Bofio  continued  at  Rhodes,  another  propofil 
had  been  made  to  him  by  two  other  rehegadoes,  who  had 
in  a  great  meafure  the  chief  command  of  the  maritime.fbr& 
refs  of  Modon  in  Morea,  taken  from  the  Vetutians  by  itgo' 
zet,  anno  1498.  Thefe  two  men  engaged  to  furrender  the 
place  to  the  order,  out  of  a  deep  remorte  for  their  apoftaf)^ 
and  reprefented  that  enterprize  as  much  eafier  than  that  againft 
Rhodes  ;  and  Bofio,  upon  a  nearer  inquiry  in^o  it,  found 
many  other  conveniencies  in  it,  which  we  pafs  over,  becanfe 
the  projeft  was  over-ruled,  and  came  to  nothings  notwith- 
flanding  the  many  arguments  which  that  commander  oflered 
in  favour  of  iti. 

For  by  this  time,  the  commiflaries,  fent  to  take  a  forvcy 
of  the  iflands  of  Maltha  and  Cpfa^  and  city  of  Tripoli,  bdog 
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returned,  gave  fach  an  advantageous  account  of  thofe  two  Tie  ad- 
UhfidSy  the  city,  towns,  haven,  cbr.  as  well  as  its  Ilrong  iitu-  'vantagg^ 
adoa  by  nature,  command  of  thofe  feas,  and  due  diftance  ^lirgfort 
(t<m  the  Turks y  as  quite  determined  the  pope  and  the  order  ^.^'f**** 
to  prefer  it  to  all  others,  in  cafe  the  emperor  could  be  pre-  ""Jr^'f 
niied  upon  to  part  with  them  upon  more  moderate  terms ;  iLji^i"^ 
^  obtain  which,  the  pontif  readily  offered  his  interpofition. 
We  fliall  refer  our  readers,  for  the  fuller  account  of  thofe 
t9fo  iflands,  to  the  defcription  we  have  given  of  them  at  the 
beginning  of  this  chapter;  but  the  report  which  they  gave 
concerning  the  city  and  caftle  of  Tripoli  was  vaftly  different. 
Its  diftance  of  80  leagues  from  Mahha^  the  town  being  al- 
IDoft  without  fortifications,  and  fltuate  on  a  fandy  giound, 
^  which  no  new  ones  could  be  reared ;  the  caftle  quite  out* 
tf  repair,  and  commanded  behind  by  a  high  hill;  the  whole 
place  furrounded  by  the  king  of  Tunis'^  dominions,  wha 
"vould  never  fufler  it  to  continue  long  in  the  hands  of  the 
Chriftians ;  the  barrcnnefs  of  the  foil  round  it,  which  pro- 
duced nothing  but  dates ;  the  danger  of  its  being  invefted  and 
£uniihed  :  thefe,  and  fuch-like  difcouragements,  did  no  lefs 
deter  the  council  from   taking  the  care  of  it  upon  them, 
dud  here  the  pope  was  likewife^defired  tointerpofe  his  good 
offices,  to  obtain  a  releafe  from  it  1 ;  but  the  pontif  had  but 
•fitdc   fway  with    that    monarch    at  this  time,  forafmuch 
as  he  was  then  negotiating  a  league  with  England  and  Ve- 
nicfj  to  maintdn  the  liberty  of  Italy ^  after  the  famous  battle 
of  Paviay  and  the  imprifonment  of  Francis  of  France.   We 
have  elfewhere  obferved  to  what  a  degree  of  jealoufy  the 
grand  matter's  voyage   to  MarfeilleSy   to  confer   with  the 
queen  regent  at  that  pontiPs  requeft,  had  raifed  at  the  impe- 
rial court,  which  at  once  feized  on  all  the  revenues  of  the 
order  in  Italy.     On  the  other  hand,  his  aftef^ed  delays  of 
coming  to  a  refolution  about  accepting  the  emperor's  offers  of 
Maltha  and  Tripoli,  had  fo  far  raifed  the  refentment  of  Charles, 
that  he  fen  t  a  haughty  ambaffy  to  the  order  at  Viterbo,  requiring 
a  fpeedy  compliance  with  his  propofals,  and  threatening  thofe 
Ihat  ihould  oppofe  it  with  the  higheft  marks  of  his  difplea- 
fure.     This  high  tone  did  not  fail  of  alarming  the  council, 
efpccially  thofe  of  it  that  were  his  fubjefts  ;  yet  did  not  this 
produce  any  other  cfFeft  than  a  frefti  reprefentation  to  him  of 
the  importance  of  the  matter  in  queftion,  and  of  the  necef- 
fity  of  proceeding  in  it  with  the  utmoft  caution,  cfpecially 
as  the  grand  mafter  was  then  abfent,  without  whofe  confent, 
and  the  participation  of  the  pope,  they  could  come  to  no 
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refolation.    They  concladed  with  afluring  him,  that 
^ould  forthwith  difpatch  exprefles  to  them  both  ;  addii 
that  they  were  informed,  that  the  former  was .  actually  g< 
.  to  the  imperial  court,  io  hopes  of  obtaining  fome  abatei 
to  the  conditions  infifted  upon  by  it,  particularly  with 
fpeft  to  that  of  fwearing  fealty  to  the  imperial  cr( 
They  accordingly  fent  the  commander  Bo/io  to  the  grs 
mafter,   who,  being  apprifed  by  him  ot  the  fequefhat 
above-mentioned,  oeiayed  fending  an  anfwer  to  them, 
ordered  him  to  follow  him  to  the  imperial  court. 

Upon  his  arrival,  as  he  had  brought  \rith  him  the 
cefs  d^Jlenfon^  according  to  the  queen  regent's  defire, 
had  by  that  means  iaved  the  emperor  a  great  deal  of 
monial,  he  was  readily  admitted  to  treat  with  him  about 
two  iflands  in  queftton.    The  extreme  politenefs  and  ad( 
with  which  he  complained  of  the  lequeftratioD  in 
quickly  obtained  a  reverfion  of  it ;  and  the  argument! 
ufed  to  convince  that  monarch  of  the  impoflibllity  of 
knights  of  fuch  an  order  as  his,  which  is  compofed  of 
fubjefts^  (A  feveral  princes  and  ftates,  owning  fubjeftion 
fealty  to  any  other  than  then:  own,  failed  not  to  make  a 
impreflion  upon  him.    But,  left  that  {hould  prove  too 
lived,  he  artfully  interlarded  the  propofal  that  had 
made  to  him  of  recovering  the  ifle  of  Rhodes^  the  ftr^ 
party  he  had  in  its  capital,  whofe  inhabitants  would  be  g1 
and  ready  to  receive  him  again,  as  foon  as  they  could  be  f 
plied  with  a  fuffident  number  of  arms  in  lieu  of  thofe 
Turks  had  token  from  them  ;  and,  with  his  ma}efty*s  leal 
ordered  the  commander  Bofio  to  come  in,  who  confir] 
the  whole  af&ir,  as  being  the  principal. perfon  employed 
negotiating  it.    They  farther  aflured  him,  that  the  fum 
50,000  or  6o;ooo  crown»  was  all  they  wanted,  to  hire  ai 
7b€  mfe-  4000  men,  and  fturnifli  the  inhabitants  with  arras ;  nj 
ror  ap'      which  the  emperor,  who  Teemed  to  relifli  the  enterprize,  t( 
fjrontes       them,  that  in  cafe  the  duke  JtMva  thought  it  praftiabie, 
tbeirnenv  would  readily  Contribute  25,000  crowns  towards  it.   Before 
^ejsgn  tipon^is  departure,  he  obtained  leave  to  pay  a  vifit  to  king  Francis, 
Khodes.    j^jj^j  ^^  condufted  thither  by  ooc  of  the  emperor's  gnardi 
to  his  narrow  prlfon,  where  he  aflured  that  prince  of  bis 
beft  endeavours  and  good  offices  towards  obtaining  his  li- 
berty, and  mediating  a  peace  between  them  ;  and  be  ap 
'  plied  himfelf  to  thofe  two  grand  points  with  great  affidui* 
ty  and  fuccefs^.    He  was  no  lefs  n^iodfol  <xf  thofe  that 
related  to  his  order,  in  favour  of  which  he  go(  a  claofe  ia- 
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io  the  treaty  between  thofe  two  monarchs,  by  which 
li  both  engaged  to  folicit  the  pope  for  anew  crufade 
i^  the  infidels.  Before  htlth  Spain,  he  not  only  ob* 
'a  redrefs  from  the  king  of  Portugal  for  f(»me  in- 
nts  made  on  the  privileges  of  his  order,  with  r^ard 
bedowing  of  fome  priories,  tc^echer  with  a  promifc 
^oioterfere  any  more  in  fuch  matters,  but  likewiie  a  fun^ 
15^000  crufadoes  towards  the  holy  war   againft    the 

s  ambafladors  to  Henry  VIIL  had  not  fo  good  fuccefs 
jjthe  ly^e  complaint.    Though  backed  by  a  preiling  recom- 
'  tioQ  from  the  French  king,  they  could  obtain  no  re- 
fron^  him  for  the  much  more  confiderable  fequeflra- 
he  ordered  on  the  lands  and  revenues  of  the  order ;  (o 
m  that,  he  abfolutely  forbad  any  mopey  or  efieds  be- 
to  it  to  be  carried  out  of  England.    This  mea* 
^  being  apprehended  to  proceed  from  a  refcntment  of  the 
monarch,  on  account  of  the  grand  mailer's  not  hav- 
paid  him  the  ceremony  of  a  vifit,  as  he  had  to  thofe  of 

and  Spain ;  upon  which  he  refolved  to  pafs  over  into  TbegramT 
lip^,  and  fent  the  commander  Bofto  thither  before  him.  <»^^*i 
faccordingly  went  into  that  kingdom,  and  met  with  a  noble  'j^^H*  ^ 
k^n  from  that  monarch,  through  the  intereft  of  his  fa-  ^^S^***^- 
||nte  minifter  the  cardinal  Wolfey  <* ;  all  that  we  need  re- 
jRherc  is,  that  king  Henry  highly  applauded  his  diefign  of 
^uering  the  illand  of  Rhodes,  and  promifed  to  contri- 
ite  20,000  crowns  towards  it,  the  value  of  which  he  ac- 
iDy  paid  afterwards  in  cannon,  and  other  fire-arms.   Many 
kr  dyilides  pafled  between  them  before  the  grand  mafler 
|t  England ;  and  he  was  on  his  journey  to  Italy  highly  fa.  His  hopts 
M  with  his  fuccefs,  when  he  heard  the  mortifying  news  defeattd  by 
\  the  civil  war  raifed  by  the  emperor's  partifans  the  Colon-  ^heswar  in 
r,in  the  heart  of  the  pope's  dominions,  in  revenge  of  the  ^^^^^ 
^pt  which  that  pontif  had  made  agaioA  him,  which  war 
ttB  after  fpread  itfelf  over .  the  greatefl  part  of  Italy,  and 
K  only  reduced  Clement  VII.  to  the  greateft  difficulties,  dan- 
D^)  aad  indignities,  but  obliged  him  to  fubmit  to  the  moft 
iiiAefiil  conditions. 

The  grand  mafter  fpared  no  pains,  after  his  return  to 
iWo,  to  mediate  a  peace  between  the  emperor  and  the 
wiif,  as  the  only  means  to  renew  either  his  attempt  on  the 
le  of  Rhodes,  or  his  negotiations  about  thofe  of  Maltha 
^Co/a.  The  former  was  earneftly  prefled  by  the  Creek 
Ntrch  EutymiuSy  who,  having  deeply  embarked  in  tha; 
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progrefs,  and  in  continual  apprehenfions  of  its  bdng  difc 

vered,  "was  moft  earneft  with  him  for  the  fpeedy  cxecniu 

of  it.     On  the  other  hand,  as  the  neceflary  fupplics  for 

•were  flow  in  coming,  and  the  grand  mailer  not  yet  dctt 

mined  which  of  the  two  to  fix  on,  the  commander  Bofto  ^ 

difpatched  thither  a  fecond  time,  to  inquire  into  the  fiate 

the  ifland,  the  people's  difpofitions,   and  to  keep  up  t 

hearts  of  the  inhabitants  ;  whiifl  he  afTembled  a  grand  coQ 

cil  of  the  order  at  Viterbo^  to  confult  about  that  importa 

alternative.     But  as  he  had  entrufled  his  defign  upon  RM 

but  to  very  few,  the  majority  quickly  declared  for  MM 

provided  it  could  be  obtained  without  the  irkfome  dogi 

fubjeftiott  and  fealty.     Upon  which  new  ambafladors  wd 

difpatched  to  Madrid^  to  treat  about  it  j  but  thefe,  to  the 

great  furprife,  found  the  emperor  as  cold  as  he  had  bo 

hot  before  for  their  fettlement  iiT  thefe  iflands.     New  J6 

loufies  were  flarted  in  his  mind  at  this  jundture,  left  ti 

grand  mafter,  who  was  a  Frenchman^  might  pay  too  great 

regard  to  the  king  his  mafler ;  and  the  majority  of  thcd 

der,  who  were  attached  to  the  pope,  fhould  fhew  the  13 

partiality  for  him.     This  made  him  prolong  the  negotiatic 

with  them,  and  dill  infifl  upon  the  former  terms ;  whilit  d 

grand  mader,  keeping  his  views  iutenfely  towards  Bbok 

was  in  as  little  hafte  to  come  to  a  determination  about  (t 

one,  till  he  bad  tried  what  could  be  done  to  obtain  Q 

other,  which  could  hardly  be  done  before  a  peace  was  efil 

tually  concluded  between  the  contending  powers. 

The  difmal  and  melancholy  condition  Italy  was  in  at  dt 

tim^,  the  clofe  imprifonment  the  pope  was  kept  in  by  tl 

emperor,  and  the  motives  which  at  length  induced  that  moi 

arch  to  offer  him  his  liberty,  though  on  fuch  hard  terms  \ 

forced  the  pontif  upon  the  flratagem  which  he  made  x&< 

to  efcape  out  of  his  confinement,  all  thefe  gave  the  grai 

ihafter  but  a  hopelefs  profpeftof  an  accommodation  betwec 

ne  frojeS  them  ;  and,  what  was  fliil  worfe,  his  projeft  upon  Rbd 

agalnfi       had  by  this  time  been  wholly  difconcerted  ;   the  foltan,  1 

Rhodes      >vhom  the  fecret  had  been  betrayed,  had  now  changed  tl 

dtjcovirea,  garrifon  and  its  officers,  and  put  to  death  all  thofcwho  wo 

fufpefted  to  have  been  concerned  in  the  treafon,  both  Chri 

tians  and  Turks.     There  was  therefore  no  other  way  tod 

tain  a  fpeedy  eftablifhment,  than  the  enterprize  which  Boj^ 

had  propofcd  againft  the  city  of  Modon^  or  accepting  of  tl 

Iflands  of  Maltha  and  Cofa  upon  the  harfh  conditions  inlifte 

upon  by  the  emperor.     -ff^<?  w^s  ftill  very  prcffiog  for  dj 

former  ;  but  the  grand  mailer  was  more  inclined  to  the  la' 

ter,  provided  that  monarch  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  reced 

fror 
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fivm  fome  of  his  demaads.     All  this  time  the  peace  was  ftill 
Kgotiating  between  him  and  the  pope,  and  was  at  length  con- 
duded  the  29th  of  June ;  upon  which  Bojio  was  difpatched  to 
b^  die  pope's  interpoHtion  in  favour  of  the  order,  who  rea- 
'  %  engaged  to  obtain  a  free  grant  of  the  two  iflands  from  the 
'   emperor,  at  their  next  interview  at  Bononia,  where  he  was  to 
[  gi?ehmi  the  inveftiture  of  Naples,  He  did  fo  accordingly ;  And 
widi  fach  a  true  zeal  and  afFeftiqn  for  the  order^  of  which,  as 
'  weobfcrved  before,  he  was  a  member,  that  the  emperor,  who 
;  at  foch  a  jundure  proved  more  pliable  than  he  would  yet 
I  ha?e  been  at  any  other  time,  granted  him  whatever  he  aiked ;  Maltht 
and  die  treaty  was  figned  at  Cajiel  Franco,  on  the  24  th  of  graced  i$ 
^ March,  to  the  great  joy  of  the  grand  mafter  and  of  the '-^^  •^^''» 
'whole  order,  to  whom  BoJio  was  ordered  to  bring  it  imme-      *S3^* 
diately  after  its  being  figned. 
'     Their  joy,  however,  was  not  a  little  allayed,  by  finding 
the  city  of  Tripoli  ftill  tacked   to  the  grant,  which  they 
I  were  in  hopes  the   pope's  intereft  would  have  got  off ; 
bat  that  which  moft  fenfibly  afieAed  them  was  the  unfortu- 
nate lofs  of  their  brave  and  worthy  ambaflador  BoJio,  of 
,  which  they  were  informed  by  the  very  perfon  who  brought 
;  the  grant  to  them,  who  acquainted  them  at  the  fame  tima 
\  with  die  doable  difafler  that  occafioned  it,  in  his  return 
I  from  the  emperor.     The  impatience  he  was  in,    he  told 
^them,  to  depoiit  that  fo  long-deiired  inftrument  in  the  hands 
of  the  grand  mafter,  made  him  drive  with  fuchfpeed,  that 
,  his  coach  was  overturned,  by  which  accident  he  was  dan- 
,  geronflyhurt  ;  an  unlkilful  furgeon,  being  brought  to  let  him  j^jfl^*^ 
Wood,  chanced  to  wound  the  artery,  upon  which  his  arm  jujafier 
hnmediately  fwelled,  and  the  gangrene  followed  which  put  and  death* 
an  end  to  his  life.     He  had,  however,  time  and  prefence  of 
nun^  enough,  before  he  expired,  tointruft  all  his  papers  into 
I  tbe  hands  of  a  faithful  Rhodian,  named  Staticoguh,  and  to 
convey  them  to  Viterbo.    He  likewife  charged  him  to  com- 
mnnicate  his  dying  requeft  to  the  grand  mafter,  and  to  prefs  < 

'  him  eameftly  to  keep  up  an  intelligence  with  his  private 
,  friends  at  Modon,  from  which  he  was  fully  perfuaded  the 
order  would  in  time  reap  fome  confiderable  advantages. 
The  Rhodian  gentleman  faithfully  executed  his  commifEon, 
and  was  fent  by  him  with  fome  confiderable  prefents  to 
the  two  renegadoes,  whom  he  found  ftill  firm  in  their  firft 
tefolation,  and  ready  to  undertake  any  thing  for  the  fervice 
of  the  religion  or  the  order.  The  next  thing  the  grand 
aafter  had  to  do,  was,  to  fen^  fome  of  the  principal  knights 
on  an  embafly  of  thanks  to  the  emperor ;  and  another  fet 
MoD..Hisr.  Vol.  XIX  M  <^ 
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of  them  into  Sicily^  to  take  the  ufnal  oaths  to  him  before  Ms 
viceroy,  in  his  and  the  order's  name ;   after  which,  he  (cut 
jix  others,  as  his  commiflraries,  to  take  poifeffioa  of  MUfka 
and  Go/a^  and  to  fecure  the  liberties  and  privileges  of  the 
inhabitants  in  his  name,  and  in  the  nfual  form.    He  likewife 
difpatched  fome  of  his  gallies,  with  a  number  of  knightSy^  on 
the  fame  errand,  to  TripoK,  together  with  the  commanihr 
San$ti^^9  whom  he  appointed  governor  of  that  city.     With 
thele  he  fent  a  good  number  of  workmen,  and  materials 
for  the  repairing  of  the  caftle  of  St.  Angeh^  whidi  was  al* 
moft  gone  to  ruin,  together  with  a  frefh  fupply  of  arms  aaA^ 
ammunition ;  all  which  being  gone  before,  he  was  preparing' 
to  fet  out  himfetf  with  all  the  knights  of  the  order,  to  tak»j 
poflefOon  of  his  new  dominions,  after  having  been  obliged' 
to  wander  feveral  years  both  by  fea  and  land,  wkhocrt  an^j 
fettlement,  and  often  in  danger  of  feeing  his  flock  difperied^^ 
through  the  World,  and  his  order  intirely  ruined,  and  In' 
continual  fear  left  his  old  age  and  fatigues  (hould  cany  \dnk 
off  before  he  could  have  the  pleafure  of  fedng  them  pc^' 
feflfed  of  a  fettlement. 
Niw  diffi^     There  were,  however,  two  unforefeen  difficulties  ftarted^, 
*"^rvju    wh'*^h  obliged  him  to  delay  his  voyage  ;  the  one  was,  thai 
r^idby    ^jjcQ  he  came  to  fhjp  away  the  corn  which  he  had  caufed  to, 
*^'*'  be  bought  in  Sicily,  the  viceroy  infifled  upon  its  paying  thti 
ufual  duty  which  other  ve/?els  did  :  the  other  was  aboat  tiMr 
privilege  of  coining  money  in  his  new  government,  ii4iich  II 
was  pretended  the  emperor  would  never  allow,  unlets  it 
with  his  own  ftamp,  and  by  his  own  officers.     Thefe 
peAed  proceedings  not  only  caufed  a  great  furprife,  bi^ 
was  like  to  have  occafioned  a  general  murmuring  through 
the  whole  order,  fome  of  the  warmeft  among  which  im 
diately  propofcd  to  the  council  to  fend  back  the  deed  of 
to  the  emperor,  as  being  granted  to  them  with  no  oi 
view  than  to  infnare  them  into  a  downright  fubjefVioo 
him,  and,  inftead  of  thofe  iflands,  to  turn  all  their  ef!b] 
againft  Moderij  where  the  order  would  be  out  of  all  dai  _ 
(roth  the  ill  defigns  of  an  ambitious  and  equivocating  moi 
arch,  who,  ufider  the  cleareJft  and  plaineft  expreffions, 
known  ftill  to  referve  fome  latent  111  meaning,  ready  to  breaj 
•out  upon   the  firft  occafion.      Their  refentment  gradual! 
arofe  to  fuch  a  height,  that  the  far  greater  part  declari 
<themfelves  againft  having  any  thing  to  do  with  thofe 
.barren  illands,  or  rather  rocks,  where  they  muft  at  his  ph 
/ure  either  be  ftarved  or  enflaved,  and  which  confequcni 
>yere  not  worth  the  parchmeut  which  the  grant  was  wro! 
Upon.    Thus  vehemently  did  the  siaior  part  of  the  knight 
*  ihci 
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thca  prefeiit  iQveigh  agaiaft  tbar  hypocritical  monarch,  and 
his  enfaariog  treaty  ;  and  inAfted  upon  its*  being  openly 
hmke,  and  his  grant  rejeded. 

FuT  here  the  grand  mailer  interpofed  with  his  ufual 
calmnds  and  prudence ;  and  though  he  could  not  dire<5lly 
confiite  what  was  obje£led  againft  both,  yet  greatly  blamed 
their  imprudent  warmth,  and  reprefented  to  them  the  danger 
^  foch  an  open  and  violent  rupture,  at  leaft  till  they  were 
wdl  afliued  that  the  proceedings  of  the  viceroy  were  direAed 
or  CQuntenanced  by  the  emperor.     To  know  which  with 
l^ter  certainty,  he  thoufght  fit  to  fend  a  frefh  embafly,  to-^*^ 
lepcefent  to  him  the  unreafonablenefs  of  that  minifter's  de-  ?"  ^^.  > 
mod,  feeing  both  the  Malthefe  and  Tripolitans  could  not  bc/'«'^*^*» 
looked  upon  in  ^y  other  light  than  as  regnicola,  and  ought 
of  covfe  to  t)e  as  exempt  from  paying  any  duty  on  the  corn 
that  was  fent  thither  for  their  fubflflence,  as  they  had  been 
bidierto,  iince  neitiier  of  their  territories  are  capable  of  pro* 
dodng  any  either  for  the  garrifons  or  natives ;  the  former  of 
vhich  fpent,  comrnunibmannis^  above  340,000  Ilvres  in  that 
one  article.     And  as  to  the  privilege  of  coinage,  it  was  no 
Ids  onreafonable  to  deny  it  to  a  free  republic,  as  they  had 
been  hitherto,  and  as  they  thought  his  imperial  majefly  had 
fontinoed  them.     But  when  the  ambafladors  came  to  repre- 
feot  th^fe  things  to  him,  they  not  only  found  that  his  vice- 
loy  had  don,e  nothing  but  by  his  order;  but  that  he* was 
fislly  determined  to  refufe  them  thefe  twoiprivileges,  in  fpite 
of  all  their  reoionilrances,.  and,  with  refpeA  to  the  laft,  he 
haughtily  t9ld  them,  that  Ke  would  never  confeat  to  have 
jDooey  coined  iu  Maltha,  nor  any  but  his  own  to  go  current 
in  it. 

This  inflexible  denial  muft  have  infallibly  been  followed 
by  the  total  breach  of  the  treaty,  if  the  ambafladors  had 
bept  dofe  to  their  inflrudions ;  but  they  rather  chofe  to 
.lend  an  exprefs  to  acquaint  the  grand  matter  with  it.  The 
whole  council  was  more  than  ever  inflamed  at  that  monarch's 
behaviour,  it  being  now  vifible  that  he  had  no  other  defign 
than  that  of  enflaving  them  to  his  own  will.  The  grand 
sufter  had  much  ado  to  pacify  them  ;  yet  at  length  his  ad- 
vice fo  far  prevailed,  that  they  agreed  to  wait  till  the  pope 
had  made  a  further  trial  of  his  intereft  with  him,  on  condi- 
tion that,  if  he  did  not  fucceed,  the  grant  ihould  be  imme« 
diately  fent  back,  and  the  order  fhouM  feek  for  another  fet- 
tlement  either  at  Modon,  or  at  any  other  place,  rather  than 
where  Charles  V.  had  any  title  or  pretence.  The  pope, 
having  readily  agreed  to  try  once  more  his  good  offices  on 
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that  Important  point,  immediately  fent  orders  to  his  nephew 
Salviatif  who  then  relided  at  the  emperor's  court,  as  ambaf- 
fador  from  the  grand  mafter  and  the  whole  order,  to  ufe 
his  utmoft  eiForts  in  his  name,  and  as  chief  prote3or  of  it ; 
1  and   ttiat  minifter  executed  his  commiiHod  with  foch  zeal 

and  addrefs,  that  he  at  length  obtained  a  fre(h  treaty  from 
him,  in  which  thofe  two  privileges  were  included.    All  diffi- 
culties  being  now  happily  removed,  the  grand  mafter  ordered 
bis  two  large  caracks,  the  gallies  of  the  ordefr,  and  a  godf 
number  of  other  tranfport-fliips,  laden  with  great  quantities 
of  arms,  ammunition,  and  troops,  to  be  got  ready  to  tA 
Tbs  ordtr  for  Maltha  ;  he  and  his  knights  embarked  in  the  former^' 
•mharkfor  with  all  the  efFefts,  records,  and  treafure,  belonging  to  thtf 
Maltha,     order  ;  and  the  reft  in  the  latter.     In  their  paflage  they  fuf- 
fered  very  much  by  a  violent  ftorm,  in  which  one  of  thct 
gallies  fplit  againft  a  rock,  and  one  of  the  caracks  was  rott 
aground  by  the  violence  of  the  waves,  after  having  broke 
her  three  anchors;    and  ftuck  fo  faft,  that  they  expcftci' 
every  moment  to  fee  it  fplit  in  pieces,  when,  by  good  Prorf* 
dence,  a  contrary  wind  difengaged  her,  without  any  farther, 
damage,   which  was  univerfally  looked,  upon  as   a  lucky 
omen ;  after  which  they  all  arrived  fafe  at  that  ifland  oil ' 
the  26th  of  OElober.     The  grand  matter  and  principal  ofi*. 
cers  landed  at  the  chief  port,  which  we  have  already  de» 
fcribed  ;  and  went  thence  direftly  to  the  church  of  St.  Lxi^ 
rence,  to  return  thanks  for  their  new  fettlement  and  happy 
arrival;    then  they  proceeded  to  the  poor  town  or  hi- 
rough  which  is  fituate  at  the  foot  of  the  caftle   of  St,  A^ 
geh.     Here  they  were  forced  to  take  their  firft  lodgings  ia 
poor  fi(hermen's  huts.     The  grand  mafter  went  and  mads 
his  refidence  in  the  caftle,  with  the  principal  knights,  where 
be  found  the  accommodations  were  fomewhat  better,  thd^ 
very  mean,  and  out  of  repair.     Three  days  after  which  he' 
went  to  take  poflciEon  of  the  city,  which,  from  the  b^n-  j 
ning,  bore  the  name  of  the  ifland,  but  was  fince  called  the  i 
notMe  city,  which  the  reader  will  find  defcribed  at  the  be- 
ginning of  this  chapter,  and,  after  that,  of  the  whole  ifland,  - 
from  which  the  order  thenceforth  afliimed  a  new  name,  and  j 
the  knights  have  ever  fince  ftiled  themfclves,  and  been  known 
by  the  name  of,  knights  of  Maltha. 
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S  E  C  T,    IV. 

/ 

The  Htfiory  of  the  Order  of  Maltha,  from  tbeir  firft 

Settlement  in  that  IJlandi 


^TPHEIR  firft  care,  after  having  fettled  their  authority  ^^r***' 
-■•   through  the  two  iflands,  was  to  provide  fome  better  ^'^^'f' 
2ax>mmodatioiis  for  the  prefent,  and  to  chufe  a  proper  place^''^^ 
U'here  to  £x  their  habiution.    Bat  as  the  ifland  had  no /J^^ 
other  defence  than   the  old  caftle  of  St,  Angelo^  and  lay  a/^^' 
foopen  on  all  fides  that  it  would  have  required  greater  ^^. 
fiuns  than  their  exhauAed  treafure  would  at  prefent  allow  of 
to  put  it  in  a  thorough  fiate  of  defence^  he  was  obliged  to 
coatent  himfelf  with  furrounding  that  tx)rough  above-men- 
dooed,  wherein  he  had  ordered  new  buildings  to  be  reared 
for  the  prefent  habitation  of  his  knights^  with  a  ftout  wall^ 
to  prevent  its  being  furprifed  by  the  Turkijb  and  Barbary 
corfairs.     His  defign,  indeed,  was  not  at  this  time  to  have 
£xed  the  abode  of  the  order  in  that  bare  and  defencelefs 
iilandy  but  to  have  followed  the  brave  Bofio^^  laft  advice, 
which  was  to  ftay  only  in  it  till  he  had  got  a  fufficient  force  to 
attempt  the  conqueft  of  Modon^  which  Was  not  only  a  popu- 
lous and  opulent  place,  but  did  moreover  lie  more  conve- 
nient for  a  future  attempt,    whenever  fortune   threw  an 
0{4X)rtunity  in  their  hands,  to  recover  the  ifland  ci  Rhodes^ 
tbor  antient  feat,  from  the  Turks^   which  the  barrenne  s 
and  naked  condition  of  this,  together  with  the  rudenefs  of 
the  inhabitants,  made  him  and  the  whole  order  cherifli  a  con- 
flant  defire  after.     However,  this  did  not  hinder  his  taking 
all  the  proper  meafures  for  fecuring  of  this  as  well  as  that  of 
(kfa^  and  laying  out  a  proper  plan  for  fecuring  them  from  at- 
tacks, in  cafe  their  defign  againft  Modon  fliould  fail  *.     In  the  4 grand 
meanwhile,  as  the  fuperftition  of  thofe  times  reigned  equally /''tf^C^w, 
among  thofe  of  the  order,  the  grand  mafter,  among  other 
precious  relicks  which  they  had  brought  away  from  Rhodes 
into  this  ifland,  caufed  the  arm  of  St.  Catharine^  a  favourite 
faint  of  the  Italian  tongue,  to  be  carried  in  a  grand  proceiEon 
to  the  cathedral  church,  it  being  then  her  feftival  day. 
Whilft  they  were  on  their  march,  one  of  the  centinels  ^vc 

'  6<;9io,  tom.iii.  I.lv.  &  feq.  Bavdozn,  1.  x.  c.  i,k  z.  Vsr- 
TOT,  tool.  iv.  1.  X.  p.  2,  &  fe^. 
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them  notice  that  ^  large  Turkijb  merchantman  was  wrecked 
on  that  coaft.  The  grand  mailer  immediately  difpatched 
fome  of  his  knights  and  other  foldiers  thither,  who,  among 
the  rtft  of  the  paflengers  that  had  gained  the  (hore,  took  par- 
d^til^r  cognizance  of  two,  viz.  Ifaac  the  patron  of  the  (hip, 
who  was  a  native  of  MoJon,  and  of  one  Maurithafala  Nocher^ 
an  excellent  engineer,  whom  the  grand  mailer  retained  in  his 
fervice,  and  whom  he  immediately  employed  in  the  new  for* 
tifications  of  the  place,  in  which  he  (hewed  a  more  than 
common  (kill  and  diligence  ^ ;  all  which  was  looked  upon  as 
a  good  omen  of  their  future  eilablKhment. 
Iruurffns  ABOUT  thc  fame  time,  Mr.  SangeJJi^  the  knight  who  had 
o/thej^a-  been  fent  governor  of  Tripoli,  having  received  fome{re(hrc- 
ri/on  of  inforcements  from  Maltha^  was  making  frequent  incurfioos 
Tripoli,  on  the  territories  of  the  adjacent  cities  of  Gienzon  and  7i- 
chora^  which  had  lately  revolted  from  the  king  of  Tunis,  from 
whence  he  brought  both  plunder  and  flaves,  in  fnch  quantity 
as  obliged  the  inhabitants  of  the  firil  of  thofe  cities  to  bay 
their  peace  from  him,  with  the  grand  ma(ler*s  confent,  by  t 
fmall  tribute,  which  they  engaged  to  pay  yearly  to  him ' ; 
^  whilil  chat 'of  the  latter,  fcorning  to  be  tributary  to  the  or- 
der, continued  making  reprifals  oh  thc  Tripo/itans,  which 
ended  in  a  bloody  war  between  the  ilates  of  Barbary  and  the 
Chriftian  powers,  and  in  which  the  knights  of  Maltha  fig- 
nalized  themfelves  no  lefs  than  they  had  hitherto  done  againft 
the  JJtatic  Turks^  as  we  have  formerly  feen  in  the  fevcral 
hiAories  of  Algiers,  Tunis ^  and  Tripoli,  and  as  we  (hall  have 
occaflon  farther  to  (hew  in  the  fequel  of  this  chapter. 
Thefiegi  Thz  grand  mailer  was  hardly  well  fettled  in  Maltha,  be- 
^Modon  fore  the  emperor  and  other  European  princes  endeavoured  to 
tm/carriiJ,€ngiSLgt  him  in  aVar  againfl  thefe  Barbary  InHdels,  and  to 
enlarge  his  dominions  there,  efpecially  as  the  city  of  Tripoli 
conld  hardly  fubfifl  long  in  their  hands  within  the  narrow 
territory  to  which  it  was  confined.  But  the  enterprize  on 
Mod^n  at  this  time  appearing  to  him  more  confiderable,  his 
firft  care  was  to  furnifh  him(elf  with  a  fufRcient  number  of 
troops  and  (hipping;  the  command  of  which,  as  it  was  not 
expedient  for  him  to  leave  the  ifland,  he  gave  to  two  of  the 
braveil  and  moil  expert  commanders ;  a  confiderable  num- 
ber of  other  knights  embarked  with  them  for  that  exp^ 
dition ;  and  the  whole  fleet  fet  fail  for  Modon  on  the  27  th  d 
Atmfi  I  S3  J^  •  ^e  ihall  not  enlarge  on  the  particulars  of  thai 
unmccefsful  enterprize,  which  ended  fo  little  to  the  honour  of 
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the  order ;  but  only  obfervc  upon  the  whole,  that  tho*  every 
ttui^  k&oed  to  promUe  a  more  happy  event,  the  two  rene* 
ffdoes  not  only  continuing  true  to  their  pro0ufe>  but  even 
impatient  to  «fignalize  themfelves  by  their  zeal  and  bravery, 
yet  ihe  attempt  mifcarried  through  the  bafenefs  and  avarice  of 
the  Malthefo  forces,  which  were  privately  convqFed  thither  in  * 
the  night,  and  who,  in(lead  of  waitii^  for  any  ^ther  orders, 
difperied  themfelves  through  the  town,  and  began  to  pillage 
it,  and  to  commit  the  moft  cruel  outrages,  which  drove  the 
greaceft  part  of  the  inhabitants  into  thecaftle,  wh6'e  the  go- 
vernor refided,  with  a  fmall  garrifon.  As  foon  as  he  was  in- .  . 
formed  of  the  matter,  he  forthwith  caufed  arms  to  be  diftri* 
bated  amcH^ft  them,  and  marching  at  their  head  with  fome  of 
his  regular  troops,  fell  upon  thefe  ftragglers,  before  th^y 
could  re-unite,  and  made  a  bloody  flaughter  among  them, 
though  they  quickly  rallied,  and  made  an  obfUnate  defence 
agunh  him. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  fignal  which  had  been  given  to  the  Jr'  ^^'" 
gMlies,  that  ftood  off  the  fmall  ifland  of  Sa^enza,  to  ap-  IH^^ 
preach,  which  was  by  the  firing  of  a  cannon,  not  being  per-  ^^^^  ^ 
oeived  by  them,  the  found  being  carried  off  by  a  contrary  zjy^^^^ 
vind,  they  did  not  move  towards  the  city  till  they  were  fetch- 
ed bv  a  (hallop,  which  was  fent  to  them  by  young  Salviati^ 
the  ton  of  one  of  the  two  renegadoes  ;  fo  that  they  did  not 
approach  the  place  till  ^bout  noon  ;  by  which  time  the  go« 
WQor  had  ordered  matters  fo  well,  and  received  fuch  ftrong 
rdflfixcemeat  from  a  neighbouring  camp,  deilgned  for  the 
war  in  Hungary^  that  they  faw  themfelves  obliged  to  aban- 
don the  entcrprize,  after  having  loft  fome  of  their  braveft  ^ 
knights,  and  a  good  number  of  their  troops.    The  worft  of 
all  was,  that  the  grand  prior  of  Rrnne^  who  commanded  in 
chief,  having  blocked  up  the  gates  of  the  caftlei  into  which  the 
governor  had  been  obliged  to  retire,  did  not  caufe  the  retreat 
to  be  founded  till  he  had  i^ix  his  MaJthefe  troops  glutted 
Vith  the  richeft  plunder,  in  which  the  knights  and  chief  of- 
ficers of  the  order  carried  off  the  moft  confiderable  fhare,  anct 
l^moag  other  fpoils,  above  800  women  and  virgins  captivea. 
iflto  thdr  ve/Iels  y  all  which  failed  back  to  Maltha  without 
oppofition  or  difafter. 

The  news  of  this  difappointment  gave  the  grand  maftef 
4c  moft  fenfible  difpleafure,  which .  yet  he  endeavoured  to 
^pd,  by  looking  upon  it  as  a  fign  that  Providence  defigned 
tbdr  ^ed  fe(tlemeat  to  be  at  Maltha ;  from  which  time  he 
Wlowed  his  whole  care  in  fortifying  it  ^  This  mortificatioa. 

^  Bos  10,  &  al.  ubi  ftip. 
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vn^  foon  foUoM^  by  another,  which  did  not  lefs  afibd  him. 

The  epifcopal  fee  of  that  ifland  being  become  vacant,  the 

chapter  iminediately  named  three  perfons,  one  of  whom  wai, 

according  to  agreement,  to  be  nominated  to  that  dignity  by 

fiofio  r#-    the  emperor.     Among  thefe  was  Thomas  BofiOf  vice<hanccl- ' 

commended  Jor  of  the  order,  and  brother  to.  the  late  commaixler  of  that 

*^^^fi^  9f  name,  fo  often  mentioned  in  the  laft  feftion,  whom  the  grand 

Sfalcha.     njafter  more  particularly  recommended,  bodi  to  that  monarch 

and  to  the  pope,  as  the  perfon  whofe  nomination  to  that  fee 

would  be  eftecmed  as  a  fingular  favour  both  by  him  and  the 

whole  order.   The  emperor  accordingly  declared  him  bifhop 

of  Maltha,,  and  gave  his  diploma  to  the  Malthefe  ambaflador, 

who  fent  it  with  all  fpeedto  the  grand  mafter  by  an  exprds, 

whofe  arrival  caufed  an  univerfal  joy.     The  grand  mafler  in 

particular,  to  teAify  his  gratitude  to  the  pontif,  fent  an  ex* 

traordinary  ambafTy  to  thank  him  for  his  concurrence  in  the 

choice,  together  with  Bojio  to  receive  his  cpnfecration  from 

'jMihif     him.     But  how  thunder-ftruck  were  they  both,  when,  upon 

ch%fin  By     their  firft  audience  from  him,  they  were  told  in  a  haughty 

the  pope,     tone  by  him,  that  the  fee  of  Maltha  was  already  filled  up  by 

cardinal  Cinucchy,  whom  he  had  nominated  ta  it,  and  who 

was  then  fending  his  vicar  thither  to  take  pofleffion  of  it  la 

his  name.     The  ambaflador  tried  in  vain  to  reprefent  to  him, 

that  the  choice  of  a  Malthefe  prelate  was  wholly  invefted  in 

the  emperor,  according  to  the  treaty  between  him  and  the 

order ;  but  he  was  anfwered  in  the  fame  tone,  It  bel^ngt  to 

uSf  and  not  to  the  emperor^  to  provide  for  the  churchy  Jince  the 

ijlandis  now  pajfed  into  other  hands.  Immediately  after  which 

they  were  both  difmifled  ^ 

Wf  eoniifi     ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^f  ^^^  pope's  proceedings  affeAed  the  grand  maf- 

not  ended    ^^^  ^^^  ^^^  or(ler,  they  did  much  more  incenfe  the  haughty 

till  after    monarch,  who  is  faid  to  have  vented  the  firft  efFefts  of  his  re- 

the  pope''!    fentment  in  the  moft  bitter  inveft ives  againft  that  artful  pontif. 

di^tb.        Sundry  conjeftures  have  been  made  concerning  the  motives 

which  induced  him  to  fo  fudden  and  furprifing  a  change, 

which  we  have  no  time  to  dwell  upon.  As  to  the  grand  maf- 

ter,  he  was  not  at  that  time  in  a  condition  to  oppofe  that  poll* 

tic  and  arbitrary  proceeding ;   he  therefore  thought  it  the 

wifeft  way  to  leave  it  to  Charles  to  difpute  the  matter  wtb 

him ;  which  he  accordingly  did,  and  left  no  ftoae  unturned 

that  could  induce  him  to  defift  from  his  nomination  of  that 

cardinal.     Clement  not  only  infifted  upon  his  having  the  right 

to  it,,  to  his  death,  but  even  in  his  laft  moments  charged  the 

cardinal  Caraffa  to  prefs  his  fucceflbr,  whoever  he  was,  ^ 

^  Au6l.  fup.  citat. 

foUov 


C.  7.  the  Hificry  of  Maltha.  1 85 

foHow  the  fame  intertfiing  traft,  and  infift  upon  the  validity 
dSGinucchy's  right  to  that  fee.  But  as  he  died  foon  after, 
ik  fucceflbr  Paul  III.  who  had  other  interefis  in  view,  was 
eaiily  prevailed  upon  to  yield  to  the  emperor,  and  the  matter 
vas  eafiiy  compromifed  in  favour  of  Bqfio. 

About  this  time  it  was  alfo  that  Diego  de  Toledo^  grand  •> 
prior  of  Cafttle^  obuined  a  divifion  of  that  rich  priory  in  &- 
vonrof  his  two  nephews ;  from  which  time  they  were  called 
the  grand  priories  of  Cafiilia  and  Leon. 

kLis  this  while  the  emperor  and  new  pop#  were  making  ^^'  Mai- 
great  preparations  againft  the  Turks ^  according  to  the  league  ^^^^ fleet 
vhich  the  former  had  made  with  the  predeceSbr  of  the  lat-^^'"{  *h^ 
ter.    The  grand  matter  failed  not  to  be  earneftly  invited  by  ^^^*'  '*" 
both  to  join  his  forces  to  theirs,  which  his  obligations  tb  them^''^^'^' 
made  him  readily  comply  with.    He  accordingly  equipt  the 
great  carack  of  the  order,  to  which  he  joined  as  large  a 
namber  of  his  gallies  and  other  veflels  as  he  could  fpare ;  on 
board  of  which  he  fent  fome  of  the  beft  commanders  and 
braved  knights  of  the  order.    Thefe  quickly  joined  the  con- 
federate fleet,  commanded  by  the  famed  admiral  Doriuy  on 
the  8th  of  Auguft  1532.    The  event  of  which  was,  that 
the  expedition  of  this  united  fleet  was  fuccefsful,  and  would, 
ifi  all  likelihood,  have  been  attended  with  the  conqueft  of 
Modon^  if  the  foldiery,  difcouraged  by  the  ill  fucceis  of  the  laft 
attempt  againft  }t,  had  not  openly  murmured,  and  obliged  the 
admind  to  turn  his  forces  agdnft  Coron.    The  Malthefe  com-  Their  ex* 
manders  would  indeed  have  been  much  better  pleafed  iote£tien 
have  difplayed  their  valour  againft  the  other ;  but  the  dlfaap-  againft 
pmntment  did  not  hinder  them  from  kfting  with  their  ufual  Coron^ 
zeal  nd  bravery  againft  this.    Never  did  men  mount  fo  the 
allault  with  greater  courage,  and  maintain  their  poft  with  ^belravi^ 
more  intrepidity,  againft  the  fire,  darts,  melted  lead,  and  ^  ?^/ 
odicr  deftruftive  efforts  of  the  beli^ed,  or  more  quickly  SJX^^l^^ 
up  the  places  of  thofe  that  were  killed,  till  they  had  the  very 
iirfi  of  ail  planted  the  ftandard  of  the  order  on  the  walls :  a 
circnmfiance  which  had  fuch  an  efleA  both  on  the  befiegers 
and  beiieged,  that,  whilft  the  former  were  infpired  with  frefh 
courage  by  their  example,  the  others  were  fo  diflieartened 
that  they  immediately  difplayed  the  white  flag,  and  haftened 
to  capitulate  i.     Before  the  winter  came  on,  the  Malt he/e^^^p/ace 
fleet  (ailed  along  the  fame  coaft,  where  they  made  themfelves  ^^/''«'* 
maflers  of  the  cviAle  of  Jrdinel,  and  fome  other  fortrefles  fitu-  ^"' 
atcd  upon  it,  whilft  Doria  did  the  fame  by  the  city  of  Patras^y 

'  Au£l.  fup.  citat. 
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by  which  time  the  weather  obliged  tliem  to  feparate,  aod 
each  to  return  to  their  refpeftive  homes  ^* 
Jficend       Thbt  were  all  obliged  again,  in  the  next  year,  to  appear 
fiKufsftd   before  C»nn^  which  had  been  invefted  by  the  Tuhb  by  fca 
gxpidfthn  and  land.     The  Malthrfe  Caracca  was  placed  in  the  fixmt  of 
yof «/?  the  ^  confederate  fleet,  and  by  its  height  made  a  dreadful  ha- 
^^      vock  amongft  the  TurkSf  whilft  Ddriavna  endeavouring,  on- 
der  the  covert  of  the  Hre  and  fmoke  on  l>otb  fides,  to  convey 
fbme  veflels  through  thofe  of  the  enemy,  with  fineih  troq» 
Into  the' (rface  f  but  the  attempt  was  fo  ill-managed,  that  a 
great  number  of  them  were  loft ;  yet  the  Mabbejt  gailies 
coming  in  time  to  their  afliftance,  gave  a  fudden  turn  to  the 
engagement,  and  the  Turks^  who  had  boarded  feme  of  tkdr 
veilels  fword  in  hand,  and  thought  themfelves  maflers  of 
them,  had  the  mortification  to  fee  themfelves  loaded  with 
thofe  chains  which  they  had  defigoed  againft  the  order,  and 
to  be  carried  away  prifoners  to  Maltha ;  for  their  fleet  was 
quickly  recalled  by  the  grand  mafter  to  the  defence  of  the 
iiland,  which  was  now  threatened  with  an  invafion  by  the 
famed  Turkifb  corfair  Barharcffa^  who  ranged  thofe  feas  at 
the  head  of  above  fourfcore  g^lies.     At  their  arrival,  the 
•council  were  of  opinion,  that,  as  the  ifland  had  hardly  any 
other  fortifications  than  the  caftle  of  Sf .  Angehy  the  grand 
mafter  fhould  tranfport  himfelf  from  thence  into  SicOy^  with 
all  the  relicks,  church-ornaments,  and  treafnre  of  the  order. 
f  hi  grand  B^  (he  brave  old  gentleman  rejefted  the  propofal  with  a  be* 
^1/    V    ^^^^^  firmnefs ;  telling  them  at  the  fame  time,  that  as  he  bad 
T^.   ^'J^'  never  yet  fied  from  the  enemies  of  Ckrifiianity,  fo  neither 
ivouU  he  now  confent  to  givefuch  an  ill  example  to  the  order ^ 
merely  to  freferve  thejbort  remains  tf  a  iveak  and  worn'Sut 
life.     This  faid,  he  immediately  ordered  the  fortifications  to 
be  forthwith  carried  on  with  all  poidible  fpeed,  both  in  the 
borough  and  dty,  and  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  ifland,  and  a 
new  chapter  of  the  order,  to  be  fnmmoned  from  all  parts  of 
Europe^  into  which  the  major  part  of  them  were  difperfed  ^ 
'f  J         This  laft  ftep  was  the  more  neccflary  at  this  time,  though 
ttaijitd.     ^^  Turkiflj  corfair  had  taken  a  different  route,  in  order  to  (all 
in  all  the  refponiions,  arrears,  and  other  revenues,  of  the  or- 
der, to  fuppiy  the  expenceof  thefe  fortifications,  maintain  their 
army  and  fleets  and  luch-like  eKigencies,  but  liltewife  to  rec- 
tify a  number  of  other  abufes  which  were  crept  in  during  the 
eight  years  of  their  wondering  without  a  fettiement.     Thus 

k  Bosio,  &  al.  fap.  citat.  '   Bosio,  obi  fop.  lib.  vi.  k 

feq.  Baudoio,  ubi  fup.  c.  iv,  5e  feq.  Vesltot,  t.  iv.  L  x.  p.  35» 
&.fc«i. 

far 
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6r  had  all  things  been  carried  oti  to  tbe'£itia£siftio&  of  the 
grand  mafter»  andthe  more  fober  and  zeakms  part  of  the  or* 
far ;  when,  oo  a  fiidden^  a  fcttffle  happening  between  a  young  ^  diulht^ 
Fkmttine  fecnlar,  beloogiog  to  the  grand  prior  oiRome^  and  tn^jeen  two 
a  yoong  French  knight,  in  ^hich  the  latter  was  ran  through,  J'^'^'i' if «•- 
had  like  to  have  fvfsfvtd  of  the  moft  dangerous  confequence,  t^emen  oc 
and  haftcoed  the  grand  mbfter's  death.     For  the  commander  /^'A 
SirviiTf  of  the  Pr^vencial  tongue,  fufpefting  that  the  Fh-  ^'''^^ 
natme  had  killed  his  nephew  by  fome  fodl  ftratagem,  fought  ^^^ 
him  out  with  a  full  deliga  of  revenging  his  death ;  a^d  hav- 
hig  found  him  out,  accompanied  with  fome  of  his  young 
conotrymeO,  attacked  atid  wounded  fome,  and  put  the  reft 
to  flight ;  the  quarrel  foon  became  nniverfal,  in  which  fome 
bdghts  declared  fot  the  one,  and  others  fqr  the  other  fide. 
The  whole  order  and  city  was  up  in  arms,  and  fuch  a  dread** 
fill  uproar  enfned  as  had  never  been  known  fince  the  founda* 
ttoo  of  the  orders 

The  grand  maAer,  refpeAed  as  he  was  by  them  all^  in  vain 
iaterpofed  his  authority  to  oblige  them  to  retire  ;  his  com- 
mands were  noW  difregarded,  and  each  party  liftened  only 
to  the  diAates  of  their  fury.  The  intervening  night  rather 
iaoeafed  than  allayed  the  tumult  and  mutual  hoftilities ;  in« 
famuch  that  the  coundl  were  obliged  to  oppofe  the  grand 
mailer's  coming  ont  to  them,  left  he  fhould  meet  with  fome 
random  fliot  in  the  dark;  Inwhofe  ftead  they  fent  one  of 
their  number,  named  Manafcy  a  perfon  highly  reverenced  for 
his  years  and  merit,  who,  by .  his  addrefs  and  perfuafions, 
prevailed  upon  both  fides  to  lay  down  their  arms,  and  retire 
to  thdr  refpeftivc  quarters,  where  they  had  time  to  cool,  and 
rcfleft  on  the  fad  efFefts  of  their  feditious  madnefs.  The  Offtnden 
refalt  was,  that  the  grand  mafter  found  himfelf  obliged  xopunijhed. 
make  a  fevere  example  of  a  few  of  the  moft  defperate  of- 
{coders ;  fome  of  whom,  refufing  to  acknowlege  their  crime, 
were  ordered  to  be  thrown  into  the  fea,  and  about  a  dozen 
of  the  reft  to  be  publicly  d^raded,  and  ftripped  of  the 
crofs  ai!ki  other  ornaments  of  the  order  °>.  This  difafter, 
joined  to  the  mortifying  news  he  received  at  that  time,  of 
what  our  king  Henry  VIII,  was  doing  in  England^  threw  the 
old  gendeman,  already  worn  out  with  age  and  fatigues,  into 
a  violent  fever,  of  which  he  languiftied  till  the  21ft  of  Ju- 
gujl  1534,  on  which  he  expired,  to  the  great  lofs  and  regret 
of  the  whole  oi:der,  by  whom  he  was  fo  juftly  and  univemlly  7^^^  *rtf«d^' 
hdoved  and  refpe£led.     He  died  in  the  70th  year  of  his  age,  mafter ditsi 

"  Bosto,  &  al.  obifup.  BAUooiii,  1.  xi.  c.  5,  it  feq.   VertOt, 
abifttp.  p.5. 
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and  14th  of  his  grand  mafterihip.  In  juftice  to  his  great 
merit,  the  following  epitaph  was  ordered  to  be  edgraved  over 
his  tomb :  Here  refts  Virtue  viiforiaus  over  Fortune.  Before 
he  died,  he  caufed  a  noble  palace  to  be  built  in  the  caftle  of 
St.  Angeloy  for  himfelf  and  fucceflbrs,  and  another  in  the  old 
^  city  of  Maltha^  befides  other  edifices  for  the  order,  and  fe- 

veral  neceflary  fortificadons  both  in  this  ifland  and  that  of 
Go/a.    He  likewife  obtained  feveral  very  confiderable  grants 
and  privileges,  both  before  and  after  thelofs  oi  Rhodes ^  from 
the  popes,  the  emperor,  the  kings  of  France  and  Spaing  in 
favour  of  the  order,  which  we  have  not  room  to  repeat  °. 
43.Perino     He  was  fucceeded  by  Peter^  al.  Perino  de  Ponte,  a  natiTe 
dc  Pome,  of  -^  in  Itafy^  and  uncle  to  pope  Julius  III.  on  the  26th  of 
the  fame  month,  being  then  abfent  on  his  bailiwick  of  St. 
Euphemia  in  Calabria.     He  received  the  news  of  his  eledioa 
from  T.  B^ftOy  the  new  bifhop  of  Maltha^  with  the  greateft 
regret ;  but  upon  his  receiving  a  new  exprefs  from  thence, 
with  an  account  of  the  wars  that  reigned  in  Tunis ^  and  the 
AsLnger  Tripoli  and  Maltha  were  in  from  the  formidable  and 
fuccefsful  Barbaroffay  who  was  by  this  time  become  mafter  of 
jllgiers  and  Tunis ^  he  made  all  the  hafte  he  could  to  bis  new 
government,  where  he  arrived  on  the  i  oth  of  November  follow- 
Sends  an    iDg.  His  firft  care,  after  having  difpatched  a  ftrong  reinforce- 
ambajfy  to  ment  into  Tripoli^  was  to  fend  an  ambafly  to  the  emperor,  to 
the  emp€'   jefire  him  to  equip  a  powerful  fleet  againft  thatcorfiur,  with- 
^^'  out  which  it  was  impof&ble  for  that  city,  even  with  a  much 

ftronger  force  and  garrifon,  to  make  any  long  oppofitioa 
againft  him.  Charles\.  received  about  the  fametime another 
ambafly  from  Muley  Hajfany   the  deprived  king  of  Tunisy 
much  to  the  fame  eifedl ;  and  both  thefe  took  care  to  repre- 
fent  to  him  the  danger  which  his  dominions  in  Naples  and 
Sicily  would  be  in,  if  he  did  not  quickly  fend  a  fuperior  force 
to  fupprefs  thofc  of  the  Turkijh  corfair,  now  king  of  Algiers^ 
and  in  pofleflion  of  Tunis.     The  emperor  was,  upon  thefe 
motives,  as  well  as  to  fupprefs  the  corfairs,  which  quite  in- 
terrupted the  commerce  of  thofe  feas,  eafily  prevailed  upon 
to  carry  his  arms  into  Africay  efpecially  as  foon  as  he  found 
that  his  double  artifice  againft  the  corfair  had  been  dlfco- 
vei'ed,  and  his  private  ambaffador  put  to  death  by  him  ^. 
who  rt'         As  foon  as  the  grand  mafter  and  order  were  allured  of  that 
fol'ves  on  a  monarch's  defigns  and  preparations  for  a  war  in  Africay  they 
*vsar  in      ordered  four  of  their  beft  gallies  to  be  equipped,  together 
Africa,      v^ith  their  large  carack,  which  of  itfelf  is  almoft  equivalent 

"  De  his  vid.  Naberat,  ubi  fup.  in  fin.  l.ii.  &  init.  L  ill.  pri- 
vileg.  ^  Marm.  Afric.  i.  vi.  Bosio,  1.  vii.  U  al*  fap.cic. 

to 
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to  a  iquadron,  which  were  attended  by  eighteen  brigantines 
of  different  fizes  and  ufes.  A  confiderable  number  of  the 
hraveft  knights  went  on  board  this  fleet,  which  wa«  com- 
manded by  the  brave  Aurelio  Botigella,  an  cdd  experienced 
officer,  whilft  the  knight  DeGrotee  was  made  captain  of  the 
great  carack,  and  the  whole  fiirnifhed  with  a  proportion^ 
able  number  of'  troops,  and  with  all  lOeceitary  proviflon  for 
fuch  an  expedition,  fit  to  join  the  emperor's  armament, 
which  confifted  of,  300  fail,  25,000  foot,  2000  horfe,  and  a 
very  great  number  of  voluntiers  of  the  bed  families  in  Eu" 
rape^  ^all  which  that  monarch  refolved  to  command  in  perfbn. 
Wc  (hall  Qot  here  repeat  what  hath  been  related  at  full  length 
in  fome  former  volume,  of  this  long  expedition ;  but  as  our 
prdent  fubjed  is  confined  to  the  hiftory  of  Maltha^  we  fhall 
only  obferve,  in  juftice  to  the  valorous  knights,  fuch  inftances 
in  which  they  fignalized  themfelves  moft  by  their  bravery  and 
Cervices. 

The  firft  was  at  the  fiege  cSGoletta,  which  was  the  firA  Goletta 
place  the  imperial  fljoet  attacked  with  fuccefs.  '  In  this  one  of  tefiegtd. 
the  knights  of  the  order^  named  Couverfa^  an  excellent  ea- 
g^eer,  found  out  a  ftrata^em  to  come  almoft  clofe  to  the 
main  tower,  by  mea,qs  of  a  Barcahnga^  armed  with  long 
cannon,  and  filled  with  mufketeers,  and  which,  by  its  con* 
tinual  plying  it  with  broadfides,  kept  battering  with  ftrange 
fuccefs,  whilft  the  fmall-arms  deftToyed,  by  the  fame  con- 
ftant  fire,  all  the  Turks  that  appeared  on  the  breach,  and 
prevented  the}r  defending  or  repairing  it,  till  it  was  become 
^iride  enough  for  the  aflault,  which  it  quickly  was,  by  the 
hrge  artillery  which  cannonaded  it,  not  only  from  that  but 
from  the  reft  of  the  veflels,  and  more  particularly  from  the 
great  carack,  which  was  fituated  behind  all  the  reft,  and,  by 
its  advantageous  height,  could  fire  over  all  the  others,  and 
made  a  moft  dreadful  execution  againft  the  place.  The  breach 
was  hardly  made  wide  enough  to  be  fcaled,  before  the  knights  Siitnal 
of  iMWf Ax  jumped  out  of  their  gallies  into  the  long-boats,  ^,.^^„  ^ 
and  thence  into  the  fea,  with  their  fwords  in  their  hands,  tht 
and  waded  through  the  water  above  their  girdles,  it  being  knigbis.  ' 
too  (hallow  for  boats  to  approach  the  ihore.     The  ftandard* 
bearer  of  the  order  was  the  firft  that  jumped  into  the  water, 
and  led  the  reft  to  the  attack,  they  claiming  every-where,  as   . 
Vas  been  often  hinted,  the  poft  of  honour,  and,  through  voi- 
ces of  terrible  firing  and  mi/file  weapons,  gained  the  fliore, 
and  quickly  after  the  top  of  the  breach,  where  they  planted  { 

their  great  fiandard.     A  great  number  loft  their  lives,  and  ! 

fcarcely  one  of  them  came  off  unwounded ;  and  the  emperor 
$d  dieo)  that  juftice,  upon  his  being  congratulated  on  the 

taking 
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taking  that  important  place*  that  it  was  chieAy  o^ag  to  th^ 
valour  of  the  Mdthefe  knights.  He  made  tJbe  iaflqie  edooov^ 
kgement  to  the  grand  mafter,  who,  upon  bis  retqrn,  fml 
him  a  congratulatory  ambafly  on  lus  great  f^iecefs  in  4frU». 
The  city  of  Turns  foon  followed  the  fortrefs^^  C^tia ;  after 
the  fnrrender  of  which,  the  emperor,  dcAgniag  to  recura 
into  Europe,  took  his  laft  dinner  on  board  the  great  oarack, 
where  he  was  magnificently  entertained,  ^d  ga*ve  the  furviT- 
kig  knights  the  greateft  encomiums^  and  m^rks  of  his  tAeem 
and  gratitude  to  the  order.  Thefe  he  accompMied  with  coBr 
jiderable  prefents,  and  with  two  new  grfUkU;  by  one  of 
which  they  were  permitted  to  fend  for  wh^t  corn  and  other 
pr6vi£ons  they  wanted  from  Sicify,  wttl^out  duty  or  demur ; 
and  by  the  other  he  engaged  tliat  none  of  the  order  IhooUL 
be  permitted  to  enjoy  any  of  the  eAaies  or  revenues  of  the 
order,  throughout  all  his  domiiuons,  unlefs  they  were  law- 
fully authorized  thereto  by  the  grand  mafter  and  his  coooci}, 
or  till  the  originals  had  been  examined  itfid  regiftered  by  bim* 
felf,  or  fuch  minifters  as  he^fhoold  appoiftt  to  that  purpofe  v. 
The  grand  '^^  ^^^  failed  for  Maltha^  where,  at  tbeir  arrival,  they  re- 
mafter  reived  the  melancholy  news  of  the  gratid  mafler's  death,  oa 
Jies.  ^be  1 7  th  of  November t  before  he  bad  enjoyed  that  dignity  a 

whole  year. 

44.  Didicr     He  was  fuccecded  by  Z>/<4>r  ie  Tohnde  St.  Jalle^  In  l4ir 

de  Jalle.     tin^  Dejiderius  ide  ToUone  dc  San^a  JoHa,  a  nsttive  cf  Pr^ 

v€nc€,  and  then  grand  prior  of  Thoad^ufe^  whore  he  refided 

at  the  time  of  his  eie6tion.    The  bo]^  cpndw&  and  braves^ 

which  he  had  formerly  (hewn  in  defence  of  Rbod^s^  had 

gained  him  long  ago  the  eAeem»  and  <K)W  the  ms^rity  of 

votes,  of  the  order.     The  prefeat  ji:in6iure  required  a  per- 

fon  of  his  experience  and  mecit  at  thk  tMQe»  in  which  4he 

Turiijb  corfairs,  quite  tired  with  the  dre^dfel  havock  wludi 

BotigeUdy  grand  prior  of  P^,  who  ieldom  quitted  the  fea» 

and  never  iailed  out  without  finking  or  flaking  foooe  CQi\fi- 

derable  prizes  on  them,  had  ngreed  to  enter  into  a  flra^ 

confederacy,  either  to  furprife  the  eity  of  Tripoli^  where  his 

retreat  was,  or,  if  that  failed,  to  lay  clofe  iiege  to  it  by  f^^ 

and  land  ;  in  either  of  which  they  w^e  fure  of  all  the  affift* 

ance  of  Barharoffa^  9Xid.ffajiradm,  the  th^n  lord  of  Tugioran 

Hayradiii  This  laft  had  undertaken  the  command  and  conduA  of  the 

mahs  an    whole  enterprize ;  bat  had  not  carried  It  on  fo  fecretly,  hvt 

attempt  on  the  governor  had  timely  notice  enough  of  it  to  be  able  to 

Tripoli,     gjye  him  a  warm  reception.   Hayr^n  accordingly  came  thi- 

**  Bo<;iO;  I,  ii.  1.  vili.    Baudoih,  1.  xu     Vbrtot^  t.iv.  I.  10. 
p.  6f,  &  fc^. 
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tiier  in  the  dead  of  the  lught  with  his  whole  force,  and  be* 
gaatofcale  the  walls,  where  he  imagiaed  them  to  be  moft 
dehaodda.    They  ao  fooner  appeared  at  the  foot  of  them^ 
tut  the  garrifoni  wiuch  had  been  kept  up  in  arms,  poured 
down  fi^  ftreams  of  wild*fire,  b(^ing  oil,  melted  lead,       « 
and  Inch  yoUies  of  fiones,  whilA  thie  fmall  and  great  gans 
amoyed  thofe  that  Aood  £sirtheft  off,  as  quickly  gave  diem 
tonnderfland  how  they  were  ready  prepared  for  them.    Yet  ^rfeotii 
did  not  tUs  difcoange  them  from  following  the  attack  with  y^^b.S'tat 
gceat  fiiry  and  vigour,  till  JiMyradin^  who  was  foremoft  in  one  -^^ 
a  the  fcakdes,  was  knocked  down  by  a  mnlket-(hot  from 
die  top  of  hb  ladder.    He  fell  down  into  the  ditch  bdow,  and 
was  taken  up  breathlefs  by  his  troops,  which  threw  th/em  in- 
to foch  a  panic  and  codFiifion,  that  they  immediately  dif* 
perfed  dMsafelves,  leaving  <a  vaft  number  of  their  flain  at  the 
foot  of  the  walls ''. 

Ta£  governor,  however,  righdy  judged  that  this  would  TnpoS 
not  be  the  laft  vifit  that  ^ayradin  would  pay  him ;  and  as  the  "^fy/* 
wdlsof  the  City  were  quite  out  of  rq^air,  and  defended  by  ^'^'^ 
no  bulwarks,  whilA  that  Turki/b  corfair  held  the  ftrong 
tower  of  Abuud  on  that  coaft,  whence  he  could  at  any  time 
fliike  fome  frefti  attempt  upon  it,  he  iomiediately  fent  an  ex* 
prels  to  Maltha^  to  propofe  to  the  council  the  fortifying  of 
die  one,  and  the  demoliflung  of  the  other.    His  advice  be« 
ing  approved  of,  the  oommander  B^igMa^  now  general  of 
the  gallics,  was  forthwith  difpatched  thither  with  a  fujflficieat 
fotce,  who,  having  landed  his  men  at  Trij^oK,  immedately 
marched  with  his  troops,  and  a  body  of  horfe  of  hired 
Araks^  towards  the  tower  above-mentioned,  and  without 
ftajing  to  open  the  trenches,  or  any  other  covering  than  his 
gabions,  kvelled  his  artillery  agalnft  it.  Hayradin^  being  in- 
tonned  of  it,  came  at  the  head  of  his  Turks  to  its  defence  ; 
bat  was  intercepted  by  a   ftout  detachment  of  Malthefg 
knights,  at  the  head  of  the  hired  Jrahs,  and  repulfed  with 
Us;  fo  that  all  he  could  do  was  to  convey  about  50  or  60 
Twhs  into  the  place,  and  to  annoy  the  ChriAians  with  fome 
ffight  ikirmifhes.     BrAigella^  perceiving  that  his  cannon  did 
not  make  fo  quick  a  dlf'patch  as  he  wifhed,  fent  for  fome  of 
bis  galUes,  under  the  fhclter  of  which  he  quickly  fprung  a 
mine,  which  brought  part  of  the  wall  down,  and  buried  th« 
greater  part  of  the  corfairs  under  it ;  whilft  the  reft,  hardly  re* 
covered  from  their  fright,  feeing  the  Malthefe  mount  tho 
breach  with  fword  in  hand,  laid  down  their  arms.     The 
tower  was  forthwith  razed  to  the  ground ;  after  which  Boti-- 

« 

^  BosiOj  k  al.  fup.  citat.  Vide  &  Marm.  Afri^,  1.  vi.  c.44. 
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gella^  at  the  head  of  his  little  army,  ma^pched  towards  the 

towa  of  Adakus^  whence  he  drove  Hayradin,  who  had  in- 

trenched  himfelf  in  it,  and  gare  the  plunder  of  the  place^  to 

the  Arabs^ 

^akes  a        In  his  return  to  Maltha^  he  attacked  a  large  galleon  com- 

rich  frizi.lng  from  Egypt 9  richly  laden,  and  commanded  by  a  brave 

Turk,  named  Ardor ^  who  gave  him  a  very  warm  reception; 

notwithfknding  whkh  his  gallies  made  thdr  way  up  to  him 

through  all  his  fire,  and  boarded  it  fword  in  hand.    This 

prize  was  reckoned  worth   160,000  crowns,  befides  200 

Turki/b  prifoners,  with  which  he  entered  the  harbour,  and 

was  received  with  the  loud  acclamations  of  the  whole  order, 

who  came  to  meet  him  on  his  landing,  and  to  congratulate 

his  fuccefs.    Their  public  rejoicings  were  greatly  damped, 

not  only  by  two  till  then  unheard-of  crimes,  conmiitted  by 

two  young  perfons  belonging  to  the  order  (B),  but,  what  was 

Tbt grand  ftill  more  affltfting,  by  the  news  which  was  foon  after  brooght 

•^^       of  the  death  of  the  new  grand  mafter,  who  fell  ill  on  his  way 

^''-    ^     to  Maltha,  and  died  at  Montpelier  on  the  26th  of  ScpfembcTf 

*5S  •  about  ten  months  after  his  eleflion. 
45.  John  The  chapter  foon  proceeded  to  a  new  eleAion,  which  the 
^^-i?5  generality  hoped  would  fall  either  on  the  brave  and  hitherto 
fuccefsful  Botigella,  or  on  Goleo  bailiff  of  Lango,  both  intided 
to  it,  not  only  by  feniority,  but  much  more  by  their  £ngular 
merit,  and  the  important  fervices  they  had  done  to  the  order; 
when,  to  their  great  furprife  and  mortification,  the  elediog 
members,  by  the  artifice  and  cabals  of  Garcia  Cortex,  of  the 

(B)  The  firft  of  thefe  crimes  whom  he  was  defperately  in 

was  the  dripping  of  the  image  love,  and  open  a  flight  fufpt- 

of  the  Virgin  Mary  of  Phiier-  cion,  in  a  mad  fit  of  jealofuiy. 

mo,    brought  away    from  the  he  had  ftabbed  her  to  death 

ifland  of  Rhodes ^oi  every  thing  with  his  own  hand, 
which  the  devotion  of  thefe  times        They  were  both  apprehend- 

had  inriched  ft  with,  and  were  ed,  and,  by  order  of  the  mnd 

efteemedof  immenfe  value;  mailer's  Heatenant,  tamed  over 

which  theft  was  committed  by  to  the  fecular  court,  where  they 

a  young  novice,  named  Diaco,  were  both  condemned,  and  foon 

who  was  a  candidate   for   a  after  executed,  about  a  mile 

cbaplainihip  of  the  order.  from  the  haven,  to  whych  place 

The   other  was    a  murder  they    were   conveyed,    tewed 

committed    by    one    of    the  each  in  a  fack,  and  fljing  alive 

knighu,  a  native  of  England^  into  the  fea  *• 
upon  a  Ma/the/e  woman,  with 

*  B9j!0,  nkt/Mp.  t.  iii.  A  viii.  JBaudoiu,  L  xiL  ««.i.  Vtri9t,  r,  i?.  l,x,p,  too, 
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txpit  i£  Arragon^  gave  their  votes  in  favour  of  ^A«  iTtf* 
ntitSf  OF  d€  Homedes,  of  the  fame  tongue^  aod  baiilff  of 
Qffif  who  had  formerly  fignalized  himfelf  likewife^  and  had 
M  an  eye  in  the  defence  of  Rhodes.  BotigeUa,  in  fpite  of 
lis  high  merit,  not  only  loft  the  eleAion,  but  quickly  after 
&  command  of  the  Malthefe  galUes,  that  poft  being  be* 
flowed  upon  a  younger  knight,  named  Leo  de  Strozzi, 
diea  grand  prior  of  Capua,  who  had  received  that  dignity^, 
together  with  the  habit  of  the  order^  from  his  uncle  pope  . 
Qanent  VII.'  fome  time  before.  This  young  admiral,  though 
IS  yet  neither  foldier  nor  failor,  quickly  fignalized  himfelf  at 
the  head  of  his  four  gallies,  in  the  iirft  expedition  he  made 
QBder  the  famed  Andrew  Dona,  againft  about  a  dozen  o£ 
Soot  Turkijb  (hips,  commanded  by  the  \yarlike  Ali  Zelif,  at 
the  head  c^  a  number  of  as  defperate  janiflaries  as  perhaps 
erar  appeared  on  thefe  feas. 

DoRiA,  who  had  no  lefs  than  34  gallies,  befidcs  the  four  Strozxl 
Malthefe  commanded  by  Strozzi,  met  the  Turks  on  the  QhsL^fiv^'^^ 
Dd  of  Corfity  with  a  kind  of  confidence  of  obtaining  an  eafy  "^^fi^f* 
viftory ;  but  met  with  a  moft  obftinate  repulfe,  vaft  numbers 
6]EDg  on  both  fides ;  and  the  Turks  attacked  the  Malthefe^ 
their  antient  enemies,  with  fuch  fury,  that  the  knight 
^nto,  who  commanded  the  Capitana,  was  killed  in  defend* 
ii^  it.  They  were  juft  ready  to  board  it  fword  in  hand^ 
when  Strozzi  order^  a  culverine  to  be  levelled  againft 
theni,  which  had  the  good-fortune  to  fink  both  them  and 
th&r  galley.  The  Malthefe,  thus  happily  difengaged,  bent 
ftcir  whok  force  againft  the  Capitana  of  the  Turks,  where  a 
more  bloody  fight  began,  wherein  the  Turks  could  not  pre* 
^t  the  knights  from  boarding  it,  although  they  defezided 
itask)fig  as  there  was  a  man  left  aHve  in  it ;  fo  that  Strozzi 
wrie  himfelf  mafter  of  it  without  making  one  fingle  prifonef. 
Tliis  made  the  viftory  incline  towards  the  Chriftians,  tho'  it 
fioved  a  dear  one  both  to  the  imperial  and  Makhefe  fquadrons, 
hythc  lofs  of  fome  of  their  beft  officers  T, 

•   DoRiA,  refolving  foon  after  to  attack  the  fquadron  which  ^h  fecefr 
^  conducing  the  French  ambaflador  to  the  Porte,  Strozzi  {f"j*/!f 
•withdrew  with  his  Malthefe.  In  his  way,  he  had  the  good-for-  Maltha. 
tone  to  chafe  and  take  two  large  corfairs,  and  a  fmall  galley,  in 
which  were  about  400  Chriftian  flaves,  on  the  coaft  of  Calabria^ 
'rom  whence  he  brought  them  all  fafe  to  Maltha,  where  he 
met  with  the  congratulations  of  the  whole  order,  on  his  hav- 
bg  fe  glorioufly  concluded  his  firft  expedition,  and  on  the 

^  Aud.  fupra  citat. 
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great  hopes  which  this  happy  b^inning  gave  them  of  his* 
future  fervices  to  the  order.     They  had  indeed  no  fmall  rea« 
fon  to  commend  his  fingolar  bravery,  of  which  he  gave  ja 
the  fequel  fo  many  fignal  inftapces ;  the  misfonune  was, 
that  being  quickly  after  apprifedl  of  his  father's  being  taken 
prifoner  in  a  battle  againft  C^fino  de  Medicis,  and  on  the  pomt 
of  being  tried  and  condemned  as  a  rebel|  he  was  obliged  cd 
quit  the  ifland>  and  pafs  into  Italy ;  by  which  the  order  loA 
one  of  the  braveft  and  beft  commanders  of  the  age. 
Th  grand   WHILST  thefe  things  were  tranfa^ing,  tidings  were  brought 
mafiirftts  to  the  new  grand  mailer  of  his  eledion ;  at  which  the  frtuh 
iLf^  nT      ^^^^  ^as  fo  little  pleafed,  that  the  king  could  not  forbear  alk* 
****"^*    ing  the  commander  Trevoux^  what  could  induce  the  order  to 
make  fuch  a  choice  ?  to  which  he  could  not  think  of  a  better 
anfwer  than  faying^  that  there  had  been  always  ailridfrieod* 
{hip  between  him  and  the  late  worthy  IJle  Adam^    Upon  which 
that  prince  readily  ordered  his  fafe-condudl  to  be  fent  him, 
together  with  a  permiffion  to  take  with  him  what  ai&ftance  he 
thought  neceflary  for  the  fervice  of  the  order  out  of  his  do- 
minions.   However,  he  was  obliged  to  embark  for  MMa 
without  the  great  carack,  and  ufual  efcorte  of  MaUheJe  gal- 
lies,  which  were  conunonly  fent  to  fetch  his  ab&nt  predecef- 
fors  ;  which,  whether  done  out  of  difrefpeA,  as  was  pretend- 
ed, btoiufe  they  could  not  at  that  junfture  be  fpared  without 
imminent  danger  to  the  iiland,  he  was  glad  to  difpenfe  with 
Certain  it  is,  SoltaUiSo/vikiff  was  then  equipping  a  fleet  of  30Q 
fail  with  all  expedition,  which  made  the  council  think  it  on- 
fafe  to  venture  them  out,  when  they  did  not  know  how  fooo 
they  might  be  attacked  by  the  Turks. 
'Jh  am^         Abou  t  the  fame  time  an:ived  an  ambafly  from  the  king  ol 
lajfyfrom  Tunis,  whom  the  Turks,  fince  the  departure  of  Cbarks  V. 
Tunis,      who  had,  as  we  have  elfewbere  feen,  reftored  to  him  his  domi- 
nions, had  flripped  of  feveral  towns  and  fortrefles  along  th 
coafts,  and  fcarcely  left  him  any  other  port  but  that  of  Tunis 
The  ambailadors  further  complained,   that  Barbaroffa  hac 
put  a  ftout  garrifon  in  Tachora,  under  command  of  his  bd 
captains,  who  was  expeded  with  a  powerful  fleet  upon  foflv 
defign  againft  Tripoli,  or  his  own  capital,  neither  of  whkl 
would  be  able  to  oppofe  him,  unlefs  a  fpeedy  fuccoui  «% 
fent  to  both.     To  all  this  he  added,'  that  the  fea-port  towi 
of  Sufd,  which  had  lately  revolted  from  him,  would  not  6i 
.  joining  forces  with  the  Turkijb  admh*al.     Sufa  being  then  ^ 
..  very  ftrong  fortrefs,  about  eight  or  nine  leagues  from  Tiwtf 
the  council  thought  proper  to  difpatch  Paul  Simeoni,  who  hac 
DOW  fucceeded  the  brave  Strozxi  as  admiral  of  the  Mahh^ 
ies,  and  had  iignalized  himfelf  at  the  taking  of  Twi^t  ^ 
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joio  the  marquis  de  Trrra  Nova,  fent  thither  from  Sicily ^'spA 
affift  the  Tunifiem  monarch  to  cover  that  important  place* 
trfailft  they  fent  to  the  emperor  for  fome  fuccours  to  lecure 
tfaefe  coails  againfl  the  Turks, 

These  two  accordingly  laid  dofe  fiege  to  the  place,  the  Safa  hi{ 
marquis  by  land,  and  the  Makhefe  by  fea ;  but  the  ioxtostfag^d* 
bdng  unhappily  betrayed  by  a  renegado,  who,  under  pretence 
of  having  ddferted  the  Turks  out  of  a  fincere  remorie,  gate 
him  a  quite  contrary  account  of  the  fortifications  to  what  hc' 
afterwards  found  them,  (pent  his  forces  and  ammunitioQ 
agsinft  the  ftrokigeft  part  of  it,  till  they  were  both  exhauft- 
cd.    A  great  number  of  knights,  who  mounted  the  breach 
^^ainft  the  inceflant  fire  of  the  place,  not  without  a  con^ 
fiderable  lofs,    were  ftrangety  (urpriied,  when   they  had 
gained  the  top,  to  dif<^ver  new  bulwarks  and  fortifications 
behind,  which  would  require  a  Aill  greater  force  to  reduce; 
tfaey  therefore  made  the  beft  retreat  they  could.    The  mar- 
qub  found  his  miftake  when  it  was  too  late,  and  was  forced  ThSeg$ 
to  raife  the  fiege  for  want  of  men  and  ammunldon ;  and  the  ra/ed^ 
tSahhefe,   after  hamg  loft  a  great  number  of  their  bravei^ 
ki^hts  and  beft  forces,  retired  to  their  own  ifland,  not  a 
little  di&tisfied  with  the  emperor  for  committing  the  manage- 
ment of  that  fiq^  to  fuch  an  unexperienced  general  K 

Abou  T  the  lame  time  arrived  the  brave  Botigetla  from  his  Badftat$ 
government  of  Tripoli,  in  which  he  had  been  fucceeded  by  ^/'Tri-  ' 
two' experienced  commanders,  and  reprefented  with  nolefsP^^- 
warmth  the  injuftice  which  that  monarch  did  to  the  order  ia, 
committing  the  care  of  that  place  to-  them,  without  gi^ng 
himfelf  any  trouble  about  repairing  the  fortifications,  or  about 
the  nuuntenance  of  a  fufEcient  garrifon ;  whilft  the  Moors ^  out 
cf  enmity  to  theChriftians,  joined  all  their  forces  to  make  them- 
felves  matters  of  all  the  places  they  held  along  that  coaft. 
From  aU  which  mifcarrlages  he  plainly  told  the  coundl,  that 
It  would  be  impoifible  for  them  to  keep  Tripoli  much  longer 
m  thdr  hands  againft  fuch  united  force,  unlefs  fpeedy  care 
was  taken  by  the  emperor  to  put  the  place  into  a  better  con- 
didon,  which  had  already  coft  them  fo  much  to  preferve.  The 
cooncUy  before  they  would  apply  to  that  monarch,  refolve4 
tt>have  thofe  matters  examined  by  fome  of  their  moft  expert 
officers  and  engineers,  fufpe^ng  perhaps  the  account  which 
BotigeBa  gave  of  them  to  be  exaggerated,  out  of  difiike  to 
the  grand  mafter ;  but  as  foon  as  they  found  it  verified  by 
fudi  able  judges,  they  inftantly  difpatched  the  commander 
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GroUo  to  the  imperial  court,  with  orders^  if  poffibk,  to  per- 
fiiade  ttiat  monarch  to  demollQi  the  city,  and  blow  up  its 
caiUe,  as  coiVmg  more  to  keep  than  it  was  worth ;  and,  if 
n6t,  to  have  the  fortifications  repaired  with  all  poilible  fpeed, 
ind  the  place  fupplied  with  all  neceilaries  for  a  fi^e.    The 
former  of  thefe  expedients  the  emperor  would  by  no  means 
liften  to,  but  promifed  to  (end  exprefs  orders  to  the  governor 
of  Sicily  to  fet  about  the  fecond  with  all  poiCble  diligence) 
declaring,  at  the  fame  time,  his  refolution  to  drive  all  the 
Turkijb  corfairs  out  of  J/rica;  ahd  that  he  fliould  be  much 
obliged  to  the  order,  if  they  would  let  their  gallles  ad  joiiidj 
with  the  fleet  he  was  equipping  for  the  Mediterranean. 
'    Wi  have  formerly  feen  that  he  made  a  powerful  allisnce 
with  the  pope,  the  Idng  of  France,  and  fome  other  ChriAiau 
powers,  i^inft  Soliman.    The  gallies  of  the  order,  com- 
tnanded  by  the  knight  Simeoni^  had  been  ordered  to  convef 
that  pontif  to  Nice,  where  thefe  two  monarchs  metandcoa* 
eluded  it  with  him.    The  grand  mafter,  in  confequence  of 
it,  ordered  four  of  his  gallies  to  join  the  confederate  fleet  at 
Mejfina,  which  was  wholly  to  be  conmianded  as  b^oi%  by  ^;h 
drevj  Doria,  whom  the  emperor  foon  after  fouad  means  to 
engage  intirely  in  his  own  fervice,  to  the  great  regret  of  die 
UH/ucrefi^  French  monarch.    We  fhall  not  repeat  here  the  rcfult  of  that 
/^'f-f'^' expedition,  of  which  the  reader  will  find  a  full  account  m 
Afic^^     a  former  volume ;  ndther  was  there  any  occaiion  for  the 
Malthfe  to  fignalize  themfelves  in  a  war  in  which  the  two  ad- 
mirals Dma  and  Barbarojfa  played  fo  artful  a  game  betweea 
them.     The  emperor  had  no  better  fuccefs  in  his  Hungarian 
operations;  the  care  of  which  he  turned  over  to  his  hxoiber, 
in  order  to  porfue  the  projed  he  had  fo  long  formed  agaiofi 
the  corfairs  of  Africa,  in  which  he  at  this  time  hoped  to  meet 
with  better  fuccefs,  whUfl  Barbarojfa  was  abfent,  coafukiug 
meafures  with  SoUman  at  Conjlantinople.    But  tho'  the  juoc- 
ture  was  fo  favourable  to  him  in  that  refpeft,  yet  the  feaiEbQ 
of  the  year  was  too  far  advanced  for  any  confiderabJe  eoterf^ 
prize.     Yet  that  did  not  difcourage  the  Maithefe  knights^ 
whom  he  had  eameftly  invited  to  his  aiTiAance,  from  offering 
themfelves  in  fuch  vaft  numbers,  that  the  grand  mafler  was 
obliged  to  quell  their  untimely  zeal,  and  reduce  them  to  400, 
who  accordingly  fet  fail  in  four  of  their  gallies  to  join  him  all 
the  head  of  his  fleet.    The  emperor,  too  much  flufhed  with 
hopes  iat  the  fight  of  fo  powerful  a  force  under  his  command^ 
to  liften  to  the  wholfome  advice  oi  Doria,  the  only  one  who 
dared  to  reprefent  to  him  the  danger  of  thofe  boiflerous  feas 
at  that  time  of  the  year,  refblvcd  upon  the  fiege  of  Jlgiers, 
&  fpite  of  the  entreaties^  and  even  tears,  of  that  old  experi^ 
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CBced  adntiiral ;  and  Sim^oni,  who  commanded  the  Malthejk 
gsiiies,  tho'  no  lefs  fenfibk  of  the  danger^  yet  made  node-     •       / 
loar  to  follow  him  thither. 

The  ill  fnccefs  of  that  expedition  need  not  be  repeated 
here,  nor  the  extreme  danger  that  monarch  was  in  both  foy 
fea  and  land>  from  the  laft  of  which  it  is  much  quefiioned 
whether  he  could  have  efcaped,  had  not  the  Makbefe  knights 
repoUed  the  Turksy  who  had  dared  to  attack  even  the  impe- 
riai  quarters,  yrith  an  incredible  fury,  and  purfued  them  to 
the  very  gates  of  the  city,  in  liopes  of  entering  the  place 
after  thofe  fugitives.   They  were,  however,  difappointed,  by 
the  gpvernor's  ordering  them  to  be  /hut  up,  even  before  the 
fvirks  were  all  got  in ;  at  which  the  ftandard'-bearer  of  the  ne  Mai* 
!  order,  who  was  one  oJF  the  foremioft*  in  the  purfuit,  was  fb  thefe  per^^ 
exafperatcd,  that  he  left  his  dagger  clofely  ftuck  into  thc/»'«  w#«r 
gate,  and  retired  with  the  reft  in  good  order.    His  danger  ^^^* 
was  lUll  greater,  as  we  have  elfewhere  ieen,  upon  his  re-im- 
barkatioBy  by  the  furions^ftorm  which  fiiattered  moft  of  the 
iloet,  and  the  ftrepuous  efforts  which  the  Moors,  Turks,  and 
Araij,  made  to  take  or  iink  as  many  of  their  veflels  as  they 
ccwld.    Here  again  the  Malthefe  knights  proved  of  fpecial 
Qfe  in  repulflng  them,  as  they  were  better  acquainted  with 
:  thofe  feas,  and  more  frequently  employed  in  thefe  kinds  of 
i  cxercifes.     On  both  occations  they  behaved  with  fuch  cou- 
;  rage  and  intrepidity,  that  the  reft  of  the  allies  could  not  fuf* 
;  fioeatly  admire  or  commend  them.   The  misfortune  was,  that 
the  tofs  they  fu^ed  both  of  men  and  ftiips,  and  efpedally 
■of  foine  of  their  beft  commanders,  more  than  equalled  the 
glory  they  gained*     The  emperor,  before  they  parted  from 
\  him,  gave  them  the  moft  ample  teftimony  of  his  fatisfa£tion 
i  aad  gratitude,  as  far  as  words  and  encomiums  could  go ;  and 
I  vith  thefe  the  Malthefe  commander  fet  fail  with  the  imall  re- 
\  mains  of  his  order  in  three  ftiattered  vefTels,  and  arrived  fafely 
« the  port  of  Malt  hay  about  the  end  of  November  1 548  ^ 

Wallst  the  Malthefe  were  employed  in  that  unfortunate  Tbeadm* 
expedition,  the  idand  was  fo  terribly  annoyed  wth  the  Turkifb  ralfcours 
and  other  cbdairs,  that  the  port  was  in  fome  meafure  blocked  tbefeasof 
op  by  them,  whilft  the  coafts  both  here  and  of  Gofa  lay  ex-  Turkifh 
pofed  to  their  frequent  infults  and  depredations,  and  often  ^^M^'* 
to  the  lofs  of  their  inhabitants.     This  obliged  the  great  baily 
^imeoni,  at  his  return  from  jilgiers,  to  caufe  his  ftiattered  gal- 
lies  to  be  refitted  with  all  poflible  fpeed,  in  order  to  clear 
the  chanel  of  that  pernicions  vermin ;  which  he  did  with  fuch 
brprifing  fuccefs,  that  he  took  feveral  of  them,  and  their 
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^ItaiSf  or  captains,  and  brought  them  home  io  chains.    This   . 
quickly  fpread  the  terror  of  his  arms  all  over  thoTe  feas^  fo  that 
U:arce  any  of  them  dared  to  (hew  themfelves  in  the  chanel. 
Being  obliged  by  the  weather  to  put  in  at  Trifolif  the  go- 
vernor informed  him,  that  he  had  juft  received  an  exprefs 
from  the  king  of  Tunis,  to  acquaint  him  that  Barbarojfa  wati 
snaking  the'  moft  prefltng  complaints  at  the  Porte  againA  the 
Malthefs  knights^  whilft  his  lieutenant  Morat  Haga  wai 
taiaking  great  preparations  at  Tachora  for  the  iiege  of  Tri^t 
which  he  doubted  Hot  would  be  foon  followed  by  that  of 
Tunis,  where  Hajfan  was  become  odious  to  the  Turks  and 
Moois^  on  account  of  his  alliance  vdth  the  emperor,  a& 
ter  whofe  late  defeat  a  great  mimber  of  towns  in  that  kii^ 
dom  had'  revolted  from  him,  and  a  much  greater  number  of 
Jbis  fubjeds  had  put  themfelves  under  the  proteAion  of  the 
Jlgerine  meniufch,  who  was  expeded  (hordy  from  Ctn/laii^ 
^inople  at  the  head  of  a  powerful  fleet,  whofe  arrival  would 
be  quickly  followed  by  die  fieges  of  Tripoli  and  Tunis. 
Jniw  hut     The  admiral  loft  no  dme  to  bring  thefe  unwelcome  news 
fmffeSual  xo  the  grand  mafter  ;  for  tho'  the  emperor  had  promifed  \m 
^'^fi     fo  folemnly  that  he  would  order  the  fortifications  of  Tri^  to 
fint  to  the  jjg  repaired  and  enlarged,  y4t  nothing  had  been  done  to  it 
0mpir9r.     g^^^.  ^^  ^j^^  j^  ^^  impoflible  for  it,  in  the  condition  it  was 
in,  to  holcj  out  any  rime  agaiAft  fuch  powerful  force.    The 
council  being  ailembled  upon  it,  agre^  that  a  frefh  ambaify 
jhould  be  fent  to  the  imperial  court,  to  renew  their  inftances 
for  a  fpeedy  execution  of  its  engagcnients ;  but  which  fdc- 
ceeded  no  better  than'  the  former.   That  polite  monarch  gave 
them  many  fair  promi^s  of  a  powerful  fuceour,  in  cafe  the 
place  was  befieged ;  but  n^either  fent  them  an;^  fupply  of  ffiea 
or  money,  which  he  pretended  he  had  too  great  an  occafioo 
for  in  Sicily  and  other  parts  of  his  empire.     The  admirtj 
was  fenfibly  afFefled  with  the  ill  fuccefs  of  the  ambalTy,  a^ 
well  as  the  refl  of  the  order  ;  but  as  he  was  likewife  grittd 
baily  of  Germany^  he  thought  himfelf  obliged  to  do  what  he 
could  for  the  prefervation  of  that  place,  and  caufed  thc^re^ 
and  flaves  of  his  gallies  to  dig  a  pretty  large  fofTe  round  it, 
and  added  Tome  few  other  repairs  and  outworks,  which,  tfao' 
done  in  hafte,  could  not  but  be  better  than  none,  and  faved, 
in  fome  meafure,  the  credit  of  the  order,    pn  the  otha 
hand,  that  he  might  not  feem  too  preffing  with  the  emperor, 
be  prevailed  upon  the  king  of  Tunis  to  take  a  fecond  voyap 
iato  Italy y  and  folicit  for  frefh  fuccours  from  him,  which,  ii 
he  obtained  for  himfelf,  would  be  Gke^fe  of  fervice  t< 
Tripoli.     Hajfan  accordingly  difpofed  all  things  for  his  de 
i;Arturc  wlt^  a  grand  retit}iie,  and  with  conilderable  prefeoti 
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for  the  viceroy  of  Sicily,  and  the  imperial  court;  and,  bnog 
faSdy  arrived  at  Naples,  difpatched  fome  coariers  after  the 
ooperor,  who  was  gone  to  quell  fome  troubles  in  Germany, 
to  beg  the  favour  of  an  interview  with  him.  We  have  ieea 
dfewhere  the  iflue  of  that  expedition,  which  coft  that  un« 
fortaaate  prince  his  eyes  and  his  kingdom,  thro'  the  treachery 
of  his  fon  Hamida  8. 

This  revolution,  which  fo  greatly  endangered  the  city  of 
Tri^,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  increafed  the  power  of  the 
Turks,  efpecially  of  Barharoffa^  with  whom  that  treacherous 
prince  made  a  fpeedy  alliance,  in  order  to  preferve  himfelf 
on  his  throne^  failed  not  to  put  the  order  into  the  utmoft 
cooftemation.     Tripoli,  at  a  great  diftance  from  Maltha,  fur-  Tripoli 
jDooded  on  all  fides  by  enemies,  and  in  fo  bad  a  condition  of  i^'^^ 
defence,  efpecially  as  it  was  commanded  all  around  by  high'^^^'''* 
hills,  gave  its  governor  fuch  apprehenfions  of  it$  apt)roaching 
is%t,  that  he  ceafed  not  foliciting  the  grand  mailer  for  hi^ 
difcharge  till  he  had  obtained  it,  and  another  was  fent  in  his 
fiead.    This  was  foon  after  exchanged  for  a  new  one,  and 
the  commander  John  de  Faletta,  of  the  tongue  of  Proxmice^ 
a  man  of  great  experience,  condufb,  and  intrepidity,  who  Valetta 
had  abeady  fignalized  himfelf  by  a  long  courfe  of  naval  C3i'/intg»vir* 
peditions,  efpecially  againft  the  corfairs,  and  a  great  variety  '^f  tbi* 
of  faccefles,  fometimes  conqueror,  and  at  oiher  times  con?  '^^* 

2uered,  and  even  laden  with  chains,  and  condemned  to  a 
ivere  flavery,  or  cruel  imprifonment;  but  no  fooner  re*^ 
deemed  and  at  liberty,  than  at  fea  again  in  iearch  of  new  ad- 
veatares.  Such  was  the  character  of  John  de  VaJetta^  whom 
the  grand  mafter  pitched  upon  to  go  and  defend  that  place* 
He  was  perhaps  the  only  one  that  would  accept  of  thatconx-r 
miffion  under  fuch  difadvantageous  circomftances,  wherein  io 
htde,  if  any  honour,  could  be  gained. 

His  firft  care,  upon  hi^  arrival  at  his  new  government,  was. 
to  take  a  review,  of  all  Ykis  Moors  zn^  Arabs,  as  well  asChri* 
f&Qs,  and  to  introduce  a  ftriA  difcipline  among  them,  offi^ 
cers  as  well  as  foldiers.  Next  to  that,  he  applied  his  time, 
aad  the  (mali  quantity  of  mon^y  which  the  grand  mailer  had 
mtmfted  him  ^ith,  in  repairing  the  old  and  adding  fome 
Dcv  fortifications  to  th^  place ;  and  more  than  thefe  he  would 
have  caufed  to  be  made,  had  not  the  famous  Dragut,  a  mor- 
tal enemy  of  all  Chriftians,  and  efpecially  of  the  Malthefi^ 
tf  whom  we  have  had  frequent  occafion  to  fpeak  in  fome' 
foregoing  chapters,  feized,  fome  time  b^ore,  upon  one  o^ 
thdr  gallies,  which  aftorm  had  feparated  fropi  the  fquadron, 
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Jn  >vhich  was  the  fum  o(  60,000  crowns,  defigned  for  the 
icurvice  of  the  place.     The  laft  precaution  the  new  governor 
took,  was  to  fend  all  ufelefs  mouths  out  of  it ;  after  which, 
he  ordered  a  plan  of  all  the  coafts  of  Barbary  to  be  takeo^ 
which,  with  that  of  the  city,  and  the  account  of  its  preCent 
condition,  he  caufod  to  be  &nt  to  the  emperor  with  all  po& 
fible  expedition. 
Dragut         Bt  this  dme  Draguty  whahad  obtained  from  SoUman  the 
/ucceids     government  of  the  Turki/b  fleet  in  the  room  of  Barkaraffk^ 
Barbae      lately  dead  at  Cortfiantinople,  thro*  his  exceffiire  debaucheries^ 
roiTa.        had  made  himfelf  mafter  of  the  fea-port  of  Africa^  al.  Melw^ 
dia,  on  tfaofe  coafts,  by  the  vileft  of  treacheries,  deiigning  to 
make  it  his  place  of  arms  and  rendezvous.     This  roaied  at 
once  the  emperor's  attention  to  that  ilde.    He  engaged  die 
pope  and  the  grand  mafter  to  affift  him  to  wrench  that  place 
out  of  his  hands,  -without  which  no  part  of  Itafy^  Sidfy^ .  or 
other  adjacent  iilands,  could  be  fafe  from  his  bloody  incur^ 
iions.     The  grand  mafter,  no  lefs  interefted  in  that  expcdi* 
tion,  readily  furnifhed  his  ufual  fquadron  of  four  gallies,  un- 
der the  command  of  the  baily  De  Sangie,  fmce  then  grand. 
mafter  of  the  order,  who  had  under  him  140  knights,  and  a 
battalion  of  400  men  in  the  Makbe/c  pay.   Young  Deria^  the 
nephew  of  the  admiral  of  that  name,  who  commanded  the 
emperor's  fket,  failed  ftraightway  to  Capg  Bone^  where  he 
landed  his  forces,  and  made  himfelf  mafter  of  the  fortrefs  of 
•    Cakbia^  fuppofed  to  be  the  Cfypea  of  the  Romans^  from  which 
^  he  advanced  towards  Mona/teer\  both  which  had  fubmitted  tc^ 
Sragut,     At  their  approach  to  the  place,  the  Turh  and 
Mnnrs  made  a  large  ially,  not  fo  much  to  engage  as  to  recoa« 
noitre  them ;  but  the  Mahbefe  knights,  who  marched  in  the 
front,  and  were  fupported  by  a  third  part  of  the  Spamfh 
forces,  ruflied  out  upon  them  with  fuch  ipeed  and  fury,  that 
they  killed  a  great  number  of  them,  and  followed  the  reft 
with  fword  in  hand  into  the  town.     This  was  foon  aban* 
donedby  the  Inhabitants,  moftof  whom  retired  with  the  go- 
vernor into  the  caflle.     This  refbfing  to  furrender  upon  the 
the  iirft  fummoos,  was  immediately  cannonaded  with  fuch 
force,  that  a  breach  was  quickly  made,  tho'  fcarcdy  wide 
AgriA     enough  for  an  a&ult.    But  our  young  admiral,  above  mind<* 
ftttmber  of  in^  iuch  a  circumftance,   ordered  his  forces  forthwith  to 
the  knighti  moxxxit^  which  occafioned  the  attack  to  be  more  fierce  and 
Jl^H'         bloody,  and,  which  was  ftili  worfe,  the  lofs  of  the  greatcft 
part  of  the  Malthefef  who  had  the  poft  of  honour.     The  in- 
habitants would  have  been  glad  to  have  capitulated ;  bat  the 
governor,  an  old  experienced  corfalr,  rejefted  the  propofal, 
and  held  his  poft  on  the  top  of  the  breach,  till  a  mu/ket* 
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1»ii  pQt  aa  ead  to  his  fighting  and  life.    THe  reft,  quite  Th  place 
di&ouraged  by  his  death,   forrendered  at  difcreiion,  guviJiirriMdert. 
vere  laade  prifoners  of  war  ^^ 

After  this  fuccefsful  escpedicion,   Doria^  having  been 
promiied  a  vaft  reioforcemeat  firom  Naples  and  Su^yy  refolved 
tamake  his  next  attempt  on  Afrka^  whUft  Dragut  was  out 
at  lea  with  his  fquadron ;  and,  to  prevent  his  throwing  any  poria 
forces  into  the  place  whilft  the  fuccours  were  coming  from  i,iocAj  up 
Itafy,  went  and  pofted  his  fleet  at  the  Conigliari  or  Cumiliary  Africa* 
IfiMdst  almoft  over-againft  it,  and  by  that  means  kept  the       • 
phce  in  fome  meafure  blocked  up.    About  that  time  he  re* 
caved  advice  from  the  viceroy  of  Na^es^  importing,  that  the 
fucoHurs  defigned  for  him  were  not  quite  ready,  9sA  dciking 
I  i^  to  come  to  him  at  Drepano  in  Sicily^  the  place  of  their 
f  reodei^votts.  This  requeft  (which  could  not  be  complied  with 
I  vidioQt  giving  Dragut  an  opportunity,  which  he  was  not ' 
'  likdy  to  negledl,  of  throwing  fome  frefh  fuccour  into  Africa) 
I  %hly  dtfconcerted  the  young  admiral ;  but,  as  he  had  been 
I  dm;^  not  to  undertake  any  thing  without  the  advice  of 
!  Qon  Juan  de  Vega^  au  pld  experienced  general,  he  was  ob»  ~ 
\  liged  to  go  and  confult  him  at  Palermo^  from  which  he  failed 
away  to  Drepano,  where  the  Neapolitan  and  Malthefr  fleets 
I  were  already  arrived.     Unfortunately  the  former  was  com- 
'\  ffiaoded  by  young  Don  Garcia,  the  viceroy's  fon,  who,  from 
I  licence,  claimed  a  privilege  of  the  fole  diredion  of  th^  flege, 
I  to thegreat  mortificatioii of  young  Doria,  who  expefted  to 
kve  had  the  fole  glory  of  it.     The  contefl  lafted  fome 
tiaie,'and  was  likely  to  have  been  attended  with  fome  ill 
coolequence,  when  the  Malthefe  admiral  De  Sangle  undertook 
to  iaterpole,  and,  by  his  addrefs  and  fuperior  iagacity,  after 
ieverai  conferences  with  the  two  contenders,  brought  the 
matter  to  a  compromife,  in  which  it  was  agreed,  that,  when 
they  were  at  fea,  Garcia  fhould  pay  a  due  regard  to  the  im- 
perial admiral ;  and,  at  land,  they  fhould  each  command 
their  qwn  troops,  and  the  council  of  war  dire£b  the  attacks^ 
aod  other  meafures  relating  to  the  iiege,  in  the  name  of  the 
,  emperor,  as  if  he  was  really  there  prdent  ^ 

Th£R£  was  now  nothing  more  to  do,  but  to  fail  away 
for/^icd,  and  to  form  the  iiege  of  it;  hnt  Dragut  had  Africa  ^f« 
taken  fuch  care^  during  Dorians  abfence,  to  fupply  the  place^^^^^l 
Tith  brave  and  expert  officers,  frefh  troops,  and  other  ammu- 
oiiioQ,  that  he  (hiould  have  nothing  to  do  but  to ,  fcour  the 
fca  with  his  fquadron,  and  intercept  all  the  proviiions  that 
verc  fent  to  the  beiiegers*    On  the  other  hand,  the  grand 

^  Vide  aofi.  fup,  citat,    .        '  lid.  ibid. 

mafter. 


202  Tbi  Hiftery  $/  Maltha.  B.XVIIL 

mailer,  (enfible  of  the  lofs  of  {o  many  of  his  knights  at  the 
laft  (lege,  took  care  to  fend  a  frefti  fupply  of  theta  ;  whilft 
the  emperor^  on  his  part^  feat  exprefs  orders  to  the  governor 
of  Goletta,    an  old  experienced  coinmandery  to  come  and 
aflift  at  the  Iiege.     We  have  given,  in  a  former  chapter,  a^ 
full  account  of  the  moft  material  tranfaftions  of  it ;  to  which 
we  (hall  only  add  here,  as  more  nearly  relating  to  the  hiAory 
of  Maltha  we  are  upon,  that  the  admiral  of  it,  De  Sangle^ 
mindful  of  the  religious  as  well  as  martial  dudes  of  his  or- 
der, caufed  an  hofpital  and  infirmary  to  be  erefted  in  his 
camp,  under  a  fufiicient  number  of  tents,  in  which  the  fick 
and  wounded  of  the  imperial  army  were  taken  all  doe  care  of, 
and  were  ferved  by  the  knights  under  his  command  by  turns ; 
a  conduct  which  made  their  charity  no  lefs  coofpicuous  and 
admired  tha^  their  valour,  efpecially  as  the  number  of  the 
unhappy  objefb  was  fo  conflderable,  and  their  condition  for 
the  moft  part  deplorable  and  defperate  without  fuch  9  timdj 
and  extraordinary  ai&ftance  ".    But  theur  intrepid  ^ravoy 
Splayed  itfelf  more  eminently  upon  the  fign^  being  gtvea 
for  the  general  aflault,  at  which,  as  ufual,  they  claimed 
the  privilege  in  being  foremoft  in  motinting  the  breach. 
Finding  the  water  too  (hallow  to  bring  them  dofe  to  the 
{hore,  they  waded  through  the  fea  up  above  their  midd^ 
with  their  fwords  drawn,  and  through  the  continual  voUies 
of  fmall  (hot,  arrows,  and  other  niimle  weapons,  as  well  as 
.  thro'  ftreams  of  melted  lead,    boiling  oil,  ftinK-pots,  6c. 
they  gained  the  top  of  it,  and  pknted  the  ftanchrd  of  the 
order  on  the  wall  with  fuch  furprifing  fpeed  and  undaunted 
courage,  as  quite  aftoniOied  the  befieged.     The  ftandard- 
bearer,  named  Gaon,  was  inftantly  killed  by  a  mullcet-fhot; 
but  the  ftandaK^d  was  as  quickly  feized  by  the  commander 
Copier^  who,  in  fpite  of  all  the  fire  and  fmoke  from  withiflji 
kept  it  ftill  difplayed,  without  lofing  an  inch  of  his  ground, 
during  the  whole  time  of  the  attack,  though  be  faw  a  vaft 
/  number  of  knights,  and  other  brave  volunteers,  that  foa^t 

under  it,  fall  down  dead  on  each  fide,  by  the  continual  fire 
of  the  artillery,  without  being  able  to  make  the  Turks  giv« 
mmJ  taiiM.  ^"^J'  ^'  length  the  commander  Guinurano,  who  continued, 
flill  at  the  head  of  the  red:,  looking  about  on  all  fides,  and 
i  perceiving  fomething  like  a  narrojv  path  leading  into  the 
place,  though  fome  fay  it  was  the  fragments  of  a  galkff 
which  had  been  demolifhed  by  the  cannon  of  the  befiegerSi 
opened  himfelf  a  way,  and  led  the  reft  through  all  the  nib^' 
biib  into  the  heart  of  the  place,  where  they  made  fach,  a  ter« 

«  VfiiiTOT^ubifup.  pi  i8?j  &  f#q. 
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ribk  havock  of  all  that  oppofed  thein»  that  happy  were  the; 
Vrho  could  get  fertheft  from  them,  and  gam  the  adjacent 
piaiQS  with  what  they  could  fave  out  of  their  houfea;  fo  that 
it  was  inticely  owing  to  the  intrepid  bravery  of  the  order  that 
diia  important  place  yra?  carried,  in  fplte  of  all  the  force, 
art,  and  ftratagems,  of  Dragut,  to  prevent  it°. 

Th£  plunder  of  the  place  was  immenfe  ;  Dragut  kept  all 
his  treafnre  in  it,  as  one  of  the  ilrongeft  fortrelles  in  aU 
Jfrica,    and  a  great  number  of  corfairs  and  merchants, 
Turksy  Moors,  and  others,  made  choice  of  it  as  the  fureft 
lepofitory  of  all  thdr  wealth ;  to  fay  nothing  of  the  opulence 
of  the  inhabitants,  who  were  moflly  become  very  rich  by 
the  vafl  piratical  commerce  which  was  carried  on,  as  wqll  as 
hj  the  great  concourfe  of  the  piratical  crews,  who  ma^e  it 
thdr  principal  mart.     The  young  Don  Garcia  vainly  ftrovcj 
to  attribute  the  whole  glory  to  himfelf,  whilft  the  reft  oif 
the  officers  more  juftly  gave  thejpalm  to  the  Malthe/e.  Dra^ 
gut,  in  particular,  (hewed  his  reientment  againft  them  in  the 
moft  public  manner.  By  the  complaints  and  mifreprefenta- 
tioQs  he  fent  againft  them  to  Soliman  immediately  after  th& 
taking  of  the  place.    His  w^l-inftru6ted  agent  eafily  coup 
finced  both  him  and  the  divan  of  the  danger  of  fuffering 
them  to  continue  longer  5n  tbcir  new  Settlement,  from  which 
they  had  not  only  fupprefted  the  naval  commerce  of  his  fub- 
jcfts,  but  had  af&fted  the  emperor  in  making  fuch  conquefts 
oa  the  Barbary  (hore  as  muft  one  day  endanger  his  domi- 
irions  in  Egypt  und  Paleftine ;  for  the  re-conquering  of  which 
hft,  they  '  need  but  apply  to  their  fure  friend  the  Roman 
poQtif  for  a  new  crufade,  to  engage  all  Chriftendom  to  aflift 
them  with  men  and  money,  and  whatever  elfe  they  wanted 
for  fuch  an  enterprize.    He  moreover  reprefented   to  that 
foltan  how  vain  &nd  fruitlefs  it  wouH  be  for  him  to  attempt 
the  retaking  of  y^/V^x,  Mono/leer,  Tripoli,  and  other  places 
along  that  coaft,  fo  long  as  that  order  was  continually  ready 
to  traverfe  and  obftruft  every  fuch  attempt  by  their  defpcrate 
courfes  from  Maltha  and  Tripoli,  in  which,  though  fe^v  in 
namber,  they  ftill  multiply  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  nothing 
can  fucceed  that  is  undertaken  againft  the  Chriftians,  until 
thofe  knights  are  totally  exterminated  by  fire  and  fword. 

Soliman  was  eafily  convinced  by  thefe arguments,  as  well  Soliman'i 
as  his  divan  by  Dragut*^  prefents,  of  the  neceflity  of  entering  armament 
into  a  war  againft  the  Malthefe ;   and  ordered  that  corfair,  ^'".T 
^hom  he  had  honoured  with  the  title  of  general,  to  give  ^^**"^*' 
him  the  great;er  credit^  to  gather  up  all  the  corfairs  he  could 

•  Vide  au6t.  fup.  citat 
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meet  with  in  the  Levant  under  his  ftaadard  againft  the  M^d^ 
thefif,  whilft  he  ordered  a  moft  powerful  fleet  to  be  equipped 
for  the  fame  feririce.  The  news  of  this  armament  quickly 
alarmed  ttie  whole  order,  as  well  as  the  imperial  court ;  and  as 
Dragut  was  jufUy  fufpefted  to  be  the  firft  mover  of  it,  the 
emperor  ordered  Doria  to  fail  with  his  fleet  in  fearch  of  him, 
and  to  try  all  poffible  means  to  rid  him  of  fo  dangerous  an 
enemy.  The  grand  mafter  was  earneftly  deilred  to  join  his 
gallies  of  the  order  to  the  fleet,  which  he  readily  complied 
with,  though  agatnft  all  good  politics,  and  the  opinion  of 
the  council,  who  loudly  declared  how  imprudent  and  dan- 
gerous it  was  to  fend  their  (hips  abroad  at  a  time  when  the 
ifland  was  threatened  with  a  powerful  invalioa.  But  the 
grand  mafter,  who,  as  a  Spaniard^  was  a  mere  creature  of 
Charles  V.  flopped  their  mouths  by  pretendingy  that  he  was 
fufiicieotly  informed  that'  the  Turkijb  armament  was  defigned 
to  aflift  France  againft  the  emperor  ;  but,  to  amufe  the  moft 
difcontented,  he  gave  exprefs  orders  to  the  admiral,  in  cafe 
.  he  found  that  the  Turks  flxould  take  their  route  towards 
Mahha  or  Tripoli^  to  feparate  immediately,  and  fail  back  to 
Maltha  with  all  fpeed  p. 

He  w^s  fcarcely  failed  away  for  the  rendezvous  H  Mejfina^ 
before  news  was  brought  by  the  chevalier  de  St.  John^  who 
had  been  fcouring  the  coafts  of  Morea^  that  the  armament 
was  utiiverfally  rejx>rted  to  be  defigned  either  againft  Tripod 
or  Maltha.  Prefently  after  came  a  letter  from  the  com- 
mander Villegagnon^  lately  arrived  from  France  at  Mefftna^  to 
acquaint  the  grand  mafter  and  the  reft  of  the<»:der,'thuu  the 
armament  in  queftion  was  folely  intended  againft  them.  This 
gentleman,  who  was  in  the  higheft  efteem  both  at  the  court  of 
France  and  among  the  Malthefe^  had  no  fooner  received  fuf* 
ficient  information  about  what  he  wrote,  than  he  eai^eftly 
begged  leave  to  carry  the  news  to  Maltha  ;  and  only  ftopped- 
in  Sicily  to  acquaint  the  viceroy  with  it ;  and  to  reprefent  to 
him  the  defencelefs  ftate  of  that  ifland,  as  well  as  of^the  town 
of  Tripoli^  in  order  to  obtain  fome  fpeedy  fuccour  for  both ; 
during  which  time  he  difpatched  the  above  information  to  the 
order,  that  they  might  take  all  proper  precautions  ag^nft  the 
threatening  danger.  At  his  arrival  at  Maltha^  beinflfaiked 
by  the  council  from  whom  he  had  his  information,  he  rea- 
dily told  them,  that  the  conftable  Montmorency^  out  of  his 
iingular  regard  to  the  order,  had  aflured  him  of  it,  when  hei 
took  his  leave  of  him;  and  that  SoHman  was  fo  exafper^ted 

»  Bavdoin,  Vertgt,  ubi  fop.    Villecacnon  Comment, 
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at  the  part  which  the  Malthefs  had  aAed  at  the  taking  of 
i^/ica,  that  they  muft  expeft  to  fee  fpcedily  his  whole  force 
tomed  againft  them ").  This  greatly  alarmed  the  major  part 
of  the  council ;  but  iOmedes^  having  dlfmifled  him  with  d'Ome- 
coH  dianks  for  his  zeal,  and  die  French  prime  miniftcr  for  desV  ex-' 
his  care,-  told  fome  of  the  principal  members  of  it  with  tremeavmm 
z  fornfol  fmile,  as  foon  as  he  was  gone.  Either  this  French-  rice^  &c. 
man  is  the  high  conftabk^s  dupe^  or  he  wants  us  to  be  his ;  after 
irtuch,  aflbming  a  more  ferious  tone,  he  faid,  it  was  abfurd 
to  fuppofe  fo  great  an  armament  could  be  deiigned  againA 
fiidi  t»rren  rocks  as  Maltha  or  Go/a,  or  even  Tripoli,  which, 
pat  together,  could  never  anfwer  the  loth  part  of  the  coft. 
But  that  they  were  fure  enough  defigned  to  affift  the  French 
againft  the  emperor,  the  former  of  whom  was  politic  and 
rich  enough  to  compenfate  all  that  expence  by  fome  new 
coQ^neft  in  Italy  ;  fo  that,  upon  the  whole,  he  did  not  think 
it  proper  to  put  the  order  to  fuch  extraordinary  charges,  till 
be  received  more  pofitive  news  about  it.  In  confequence  of 
this  parfimony,  he  obtained  from  the  Sicilian  viceroy  about 
.200  Calabrians  for  the  defence  of  Tripoli^  mofl  of  them  raw 
afid  undifdplined,  but  which  the  grand  mafter  palliated  with 
iajing,  that  jthey  would  foon  be  made  fit  for  bufinefs  when 
they  were  once  come  to  that  garrifon.  The  difficulty  was, 
to  make  them  embark,  the  greateft  pare  of  them  having  con- 
cealed themfelves,  and  the  reft  complaining  that  he  fent  them 
thither  only  to  fpare  his  own  knights ;  whereupon  he  was 
obliged  to  put  about  25  of  them  at  their  head,  who  were  of 
the  yoiiQger  fort,  and,  having  been  confined  fome  time  for 
loiibeha^our,  could  eaiily  be  fpared^ 

This  was  all  they  had  been  able  to  perfuade  him  to  do  The Tuxk* 
'£)rthe  prefervation  of  Tripoli,  and  the  iflands  of  Maltha  iQi fleet 
and  Gofa,  when  news  was  brought  that  the  Turkijb,  fleet  had  afpears. 
appeared  along  the  coafti.of  Sialy  on  the  I3thvcf  July^  and      ^S^^' 
^  fuppofed  ip  bein/f^dl  fail  for  Maltha^  without  raifing  the 
Jbfr  appreheniion  in  him,  till  he  beheld  it  from  his  owa 
^'uulow'  making  towards  it  with  a  favourable  wind.    Sinan^ 
^  head  commander  of  this  armament,  was  ordered  by  the 
^tan  to  attempt  the.  iflands  of  Maltha  and  Cofa^  if  he 
found  it  practicable  ;  if  not,  to  fail  diredlly  to  Tripoli^  and 
lay  iiege  to  that  place.    He  was  moreover  enjoined  to  con- 
felt  Dragut  in  every  things  who  was  beft  acquainted  with 
^e  fea-coafts,  and  all  their  ibrtrefles.    According  to  which 
<v^,  the  Othman  fleet  came  direCUy  before  the  bay  called 

^  VxiLiGAciiowi  Comment,  de  Bell.  Melitenf.  5(al.  fup.  ci- 
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Mufety  which  is  dinded  from  the  grpat  bay  only  by  a  long 
and  narrow  flip  of  land»  or  rather  folid  rock,  named  Seer* 
beras  .  It  is  ^y  to  imagine  the  dread  and  conftemadon 
which  the  fight  of  fuch  a  powerful  fleet  caufed,  both  among 
the  drder,  and  much  more  among  the  poor  inhabitants.  The 
knights,  however,  having  fboa  recovered  their  ufoal  pre* 
fence  of  mind,  agreed  to  divide  themfelves  into  two  difier* 
ent  bands  according  to  the  prefent  exigence ;  and  whilft  ooo 
body  was  employed  in  fecuring  the  women  and  children  ia 
the  borough  and  the  town  of  Maltha^  or  notable  city,  and 
others /m  arming  the  men,  and  placing  them  in  different  pofis, 
others  were  taken  up  in  running  along  the  coafts,  to  defiaj 
the  extent  of  the  enemy's  flect- 

Among  thefe  the  Spamjb  commander  Guhnerano,  vnA 
loo  other  knights  on  foot,  and  300  mufqueteers,  gained  the 
top  of  the  rock  Scerberas  above-mentioned,  where  they  lay 
concealed  with  their  bellies  clofe  to  the  ground,  whilft  Vf* 
ton,  an  Englijb  commander,  and  one  of  the  bravefV,  at  the 
head  of  30  more  of  the  order,  and  400  of  the  inhabitants, 
flood  boldly  on  the  fea-coaft,  juft  before  the  borough,  to 
prevent  the  Turks  making  a  defcent  on  that  fide.  CuimeraM 
quickly  perceived  the  Turkijb  admiral  in  his  capltana,  makizig 
timn  fiuls  up  towards  the  great  port,  attended  with  a  fmall  number  dt 
inf  tbi  gallies,  to  look  out  for  a  proper  place  to  make  a  defcent. 
fortt  The  capitana  was  no  fooner  got  ^thin  gun-fhot  of  the  Sccr^ 
beras y  than  he  was  fainted  with  fuch  a  brifk  difcharge,  as 
threw  the  whole  crew  into  the  utmofl  confuflon,  and  inad« 
them  abandon  their  oars ;  which  fo  exafperated  the  proud 
Vurky  that  he  fwore  he  would  deflroy  them  all,  for  daring 
fuch  a  handful  of  men  as  they  were,  to  make  their  firft:  fire 
on  his  fhip.  He  accordingly  difpofed  all  things  for  land- 
ing ;  but  Guimerano,  contented  with  the  affront  he  had  givca 
him,  got  all  his  men  on  board  their  vefTek,  and  qoic^y 

Stained  the  borough  without  the  lofs  of  one  man.  Sinam 
ought  for  them  a  while,  wondering  how  they  had  efcaped 

'  him  ;  at  length  getting  up  to  the  top  of  Scerberas,  whenoe 
he  could  ddcry  the  cafUe  of  St.  Jngelo,  and  obferving  its 
Situation  and  bulwarks,  he  cafl  an  angry  look  .at  Dragut^ 
Is  that,  faid  he  to  him,  the  caflle  which  thou  didft  reprefent 
to  the  Jfoltan  as  a  place  fo  eafy  to  be  reduced?  furely  no  eagU 
could  have  chofen  a  more  craggy  and  difficult  place  to  make  her 
nejl  in,  Dqft  thou  not  fee  that  men  muft  have  wings  like 
them  to  get  up  to  it,  and  that  all  the  artillery  and  forces  ef 
$he  univerfe  would  not  be  able  to  take  it  by  force  ?  To  all  thia 
an,  old  Tachoran  ofi^cer  added,  whether  to  curry  favour  ^th 
Ibc  g^aesali  or  gat  of  hatred  to  Dragta,  <<  Seeft  thou  that 

•  ^  bulwark} 
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*^  bulwark  which  jiits  out  Into  the  fea,  and  on  which  the 
^  Mabhefe  have  planted  the  great  ftandard  of  their  order  ^ 
**  I  can  aflbre  thee,  that,  whUft  I  was  a  prifoner  with  them, 
"  I  have  helped  to  carry  part  of  the  huge  jftones  of  which  ic 
"  is  built  opmy  fhoulders ;  and  am  pretty  fure,  that,  before 
"  thou  cdoft  m^e  thyfelf  matter  of  it,  thou  wilt  be  over* 
*'  taken  by  the  winter-feafon,  and  probably  likewife  pre« 
«  vented,  by  fomc  powerful  fuccour  from  Europe,   from 
«  going  any  farther."    Thefe  words  threw  the  old  corfair, 
who  never  thought  any  place  too  dangerous  or  difficult,  into 
a  violent  paiEon.     He  endeavoured  in  vain  to  convince  Sinan, 
bow  eafy  it  would  be>  after  demoliihing  the  caftle  with  his. 
ardllery,  to  fpread  as  it  were  his  net  over  the  borough,  and 
take  the  grand  matter  and  his  knights  prifoners,  feeing  the 
]jace  where  they  had  imprudently  fliut  themfelves  in  had 
no  other  defence  than  that  of  the  old  caftle.     Sinan,  more 
diffident  and  cautious^  called  a  general  council,  in  which  he 
xeprefented  the  iiege  of  the  borough  and  caftle  as  a  long- 
tifuuied  worky  which  would  prevent  his  pafling  over  into 
j^rica,  where  he  would  much  better  anfwer  the  intentions 
a^  orders  of  Soliman ;  for  here,  {aid  he,  when  we  have  de- 
coyed all  thefe  fortifications,  our  work  is  hardly  half  done, 
we  have  ftUl  a  vaft  number  of  defperate  knights  to  encounter, 
who  muft  be  all  deftroyed  to  a  man  before  we  can  enter  dther 
of  them. 

His  opinion  was  at  firft  approved  of  by  the  majority  of 
the  council  5    but.  Dragut,  whom  the  lofs  of  Africa,  his  Dragut'/ 
^eafure,  and  numberlefs  flaves,  ftill  fired  with  an  infatiable  advice  ta 
dcGre  of  revenge,  propofed,  that,  before  they  left  the  place,  if/^gfj^* 
they  ihould  at  leaft  lay  fiege  to  the  capital  of  the  ifland,where  ^^^^ 
all  die  inhabitants  had  £hut  themfelves  up  with  all  their 
wealth,  and  which  they  would  find  without  any  fortifica-^' 
tioQs,  or  any  other  garrifon  than  a  parcel  of  armed  peafants, 
ready  to  abandon  it  upon  the  very  firft  appearance  of  the 
Twiiftf  ftandards ;  after  which  they  might  ikfely  plunder 
both  that  and  the  reft  of  the  illand,  and  carry  away  a  vaft 
number  of  prifoners.    Sinan,  not  daring  to  oppofe  too  far  Maldia 
Dragufz  advice,  which  the  foltan  had  enjoined  him  to  fol-  htfiiged. 
low,  confented  to  the  fiege  :  immediately  after  which,  the 
forces  were  ordered  to  land,  and  the  artillery  to  move  to* 
wards  the  place.    This  laft  they  found  a  moft  difficult  talk ; 
the  carriages  fiiUing  in  pieces  as  they  went  over  thefe  hard 
rocks,  obliged  them  to  ftay  whUft  new  and  ftronger  were   . 
mde,  which  met  with  the  fame  mifchance  as  they  moved 
farther  on  ;  fo  that  the/  were  forced  at  laft  to  have  them 
4nwn  by  flavjss,  wbich  took  up  fome  days  before  they  could 
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laife  their  batteries  againft  the  town.     Whilfl  tliefe  prepa- 
rations were  makings   the  Turks,  who  had  difperfed  them* 
felves  over  the  whole  ifland,  put  all  in  their  way  to  fire  and 
fword,  and  covered  with  fire  and  fmoke  not  only  the  hoofes,   ! 
but  alfi>  the  trees,  hedg^,  and  ftelds,  from  one  end  to  die  ' 
other.  After  having  dteftroyed  ail  the  com,  fruits,  and  every* 
kind  of  fuftenance,  tliey  repaired  to  the  (lege  of  the  place. 
Maltia  bad  then  above  13,000  perfbns  of  both  fexes  in  it/  ' 
and  but  few  ibidiers  to  defend  it,  except  the  peafants  whom 
the  governor  iiad  anned  for  that  purpofe,  but  who  now  mur- 
mured againft  hiiA,  and  were  ready  to  abandon  the  place ; 
fo  that  it  was  with  the  greateft  difficulty  that  they  confented 
to  flay»  and  fnbmitted  to  be  diftributed  into  companies,  and 
taught  how  to  handle  their  weapons  ^ 
^.  Im   the  mean  time  the  brave  baily  Adomo,  who  com- 

veJ^  manded  in  the  place,  found  means  to  dtfpatch  an  exprefs,  m 
finds  fir  ^^  ^^'^  ^^  ^'^  <>tght,  to  acquaint  the  grand  mafter  with  the 
/uccours  to  dangerous  condition  it  was  in,  and  to  defire  him  to  fend 
d'Ome-  fome  regular  troops  tp  him,  and  as  many  knights  as  he 
des,  could  ^>are,  more  efpecially  the  commander  Filkgagnortt  an 

old  experienced  officer,  to  affift  and  direA  him.  But  hovr 
great  was  his  furprize,  when  the  medenger  came  back  \nth- 
out  being  able  to  obtain  any.  fupply  from  him,  except  the 
brave  commander  above-named,  whom  dOmedes  permitted 
to  go  thither,  for  no  other  motive  than  to  be  rid  of  a  perfon 
who  had  the  intereft  and  honour  of  the  order  too  lincerely 
at  heart  to  forbear  making  frequent  and  preffing  complaints 
to  the  council  'againft  his  ftraoge  proceedings.  Before  he 
diilmifled  him,  however,  he  told  him,  that,  having  the 
h^heft  idea  of  his  conduA  and  bravery,  he  was  now  fend- 
ing  him  to  the  defence  of  their  capital,  which  he  looked 
ipon  as  fufficiently*  guarded  by  the  number  of  citizens  and 
peafants  that  were  in  it,  who  he  knew  were  capable  of  bdng 
made  good  foldiers,  provided  they  were  commanded  by  an 
experienced  officer,  i^ho  might  fupply  the  governor's  ab* 
fence  where-ever  his  duty  could  not  admit  of  his  hAog  pre* 
fent. 

Here  ViBegagnon^  with  his  ufual  modefty,  replied,  that 
he  was  ^^nlling  to  obey,  purfuant  to  the  ftrid:  obligations  to 
nidiich  the  profeffion  d  his  order  bound  him ;  but  bulged 
of  him  to  confider,  that  the  defence  of  the  city  did  not  de- 
pend upon  a  multitude  of  undifciplined  cidzens  and  peafants^ 
whom  the  firfl  appearance  of  danger  would  put  to  ffight, 
but  upon  fttch  brave  and  intrepid  leaders,  who,  from  a  prin- 

^  ViLLiOJkGV.  Baud.  Nich0U  ftal«  ubifap. 
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dpk  of  honour  and  religion,  may  infpirit  and  encotirs^ 
ami,  by  tlieir  example,  infpire  tliem  witli  that  bravery  ta 
which  they  are  naturally  ftrangers  ;  fo  that  if  he  really  de- 
figned  to  have  the  town  preierved  againil  fo  powerful  an 
enemy,  he  could  fend  no  lefs  than  an  hundred  knights  to 
af&ft  them  in  defending  it.     To  this  he  was  coldly  anfwered, 
that  it  had  been  decreed  by  the  council,  that  the  kpights 
ihould  be  referved  for  the  defence  of  ^e  caftle ;  but  that, 
rather  than  fee  him  go  alone,  he  would  obtain  leave  to  fend 
iix  more  to  accompany  him ;  but,  upon  his  ofiering  to  re- 
prefent  the  finall  fervice  which  that  number  would  be  of  in 
fich  an  emergency,  iOmedes  told  him,  in  a  higher  tone, 
that  he  expeAed  in  thofe  of  the  order  lefs  reafoning  and 
greater  compliance ;  and  that  if  he  was  afraid  of  the  danger 
of  obeying,  he  would  foon  find  a  number  of  others  that 
Would  be  proud  of  expofing  themfelves  to  it.     **  Sir,"  re- 
plied the  commander,  ''  I  will  quickly  convince  you,  that 
'^  fear  never  made  me  fhun  any  danger  ;'*  fo  faying,  he  im- 
mediately took  the  road  to  the  capital  with  th&  fix  other 
imights  ;   and,  upon  their  giving  the  fignal,   they  were 
drawn  up  with  cords  into  the  place,  without  being  per- 
cdved  by  the  enemy.     Their  arrival  was  welcomed  with  the 
nniverfal  fiiouts  of  the  people,  and  a  difcharge  of  all  their 
fiufquetry ;  which  gave  the  befiegers  room  to  conclude,  that 
fome  confiderable  reinforcement  had  been  conveyed  into  the 
place  in  .the  dead  of  the  night.     Villegagnon  made  the  inha- 
bitants believe,  that  they  were  the  forerunners  of  a  much 
more  confiderable  body  of  forces  which  were  in  full  march 
to  their  relief ;  but  privately  acquainted  the  governor  mth 
the  grand  mafler's   inflexible   behaviour,    that  they  had 
nothing  to   depend  upon  but  their  own  bravery,  and  muft 
lefolve  to  make  fuch  a  defence  as  might  procure  th^m  the 
greateft  glory,  and  the  enemy  the.greateft  lofs.   Accordingly, 
die  waUs  ot  the  city  being  found  too  weak  to  fiand  long 
againft  the  befiegers  artillery,  they  agreed  to  make  as  many 
intrenchments  within-fide  as   might  oblige  them  to  fight 
inch  by  inch,  and  in  this  n>en,  women,  and  all  hands,  fell 
to  work,  under  the  direftion  of  Villegagnon. 

Whilst  this  was  done  within  the  walls,  a  lucky  ftrata-  A  lucky 
gem  was  contrived  without  by  the  general  receiver  of  the  Ofc*  ftratagtmi 
der,  which  had  all  the  fuccefs  that  could  be  wiihed  :  it  was 
a  letter  written  by  himfelf,  and  direded  to  the  grand  maf- 
ter,  firom  Meffinay  informing  him  of  a  powerful  armament 
ready  lo  fail  with  the  firft  fair  wind,  out  of  that  port,  for 
Maltha^  under  the  command  of  the  famed  admiral  Doria^ 
the  terror  of  the  Othman  forces,  who  had  been  difpatched 
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from  ^'ain^  to  raifc  the  fiegc  of  Maltha^  br  give  the  enemy 
battte.  The  letter  farther  added,  that  he  had  detached  that 
bark  to  bring  timely  advice  to  the  order,  that  they  might 
be  ready  tp  aft  in  concert  with  him  at  his  arrival.  The 
projeA  facceeded  to  admiration ;  the  veflcl  was  feized  by 
lome  of  the  Turkijb  fbips,  and  the  letter  conveyed  to  the 
camp.  This  fiftion,  which  was  chiefly  deligned  to  intimidate 
and  create  an  tincafinefs  in  the  Turkijb  army,  wrought  much 
more  powerfully  on  the  mind '  of  the  admiral  than  was  ex- 
pefted.  He  caufed  it  to  be  read  before  a  council  of  war ; 
and,  as  he  had  undertaken  the  fiege  merely  in  compliance 
with  Draguf^  advice,  he  now  expatiated,  much  oh  the  dan- 
ger of  purfoing  it,  without  hazarding  either  his  fleet  or 
army,  and,  if  it  was  not  fpeedily  raifed,  all  the  artillery  he 
had  with  fo  much  labour  brought  before  the  place.  To  all 
which  he  added,  that  iS^fm^^  would  Toon  be  at  hand  with 
its  ufual  ftorms,  which  would  not  fiail  to  prevent  their  make- 
Ing  thdr  intended  and  more  important  defcent  on  TripcU  ; 
Sinan  ^1  which  was  received  and  applauded  by  the  greateft  part  of 
raifis  the  the  officers,  and  the  raifing  of  the  fiege  readily  agreed  to. 
Ji^ge.  However,    to  fatisfy  the  infatiable  greedinefs  of  the 

Turks  after  plunder,  and  therAy  prevent  any  complaint  be- 
ing fent  to  the  Porte  againft  him,  he  abandoned  the  ifland 
of  Gofa  to  their  mercy,  which,  being  in  a  much  worfe  condi- 
tion of  defence,  met  with  a  feverer  fate.    They  immedi- 
ately crofled  the  narrow  chanel  which  divides  it  froml  Mabha^ 
GofaV      ravaging  it  all  the  way.    The  inhabitants  were  retired  into 
caftle  he»    the  cafUe  with  their  families ;  and  told  the  governor,  that  if 
^gid.       he  would  ftand  by  them,  they  would  defend  it  to  the  laft ; 
but  he  no  (boner  faw  the  enemy  preient  themfelvea  before  it» 
thari  he  retired  into  the  inmoft  of  his  apartments,  and  kept 
hibfelf  (hut  up  for  fome  time.     This  was  the  young  knight, 
on  whofe  bravery  the  grand  mailer  pretended  to  put  fo  much 
confidence,  that  he  rejefled  the  propoial  of  blowing  up  the 
caftle  with  great  mdignation  :  his  name  was  Calatian  de  Sejfa^ 
a  young  fwaggering  beaui(h  blade,   without  courage  or 
thought ;  and  his  (hameful  conduA  on  this  occaflon  did  not 
a  little  difcourage  the  fmall  garrifon,  as  well  as  inhabitants. 
Sranfen  o/Thtj  were  however  kept  in  heart  for  a  while  by  a  braw 
an  Enpim  Engli/bman,  who,  pointing  a  piece  of  cannon  (the  only  one 
gtffrner.      in  the   place,  and  which   had  been  with  much  difficulty 
brought  thither  fince  the  fi^e  of  Mahha)  againft  the  enemy, 
killed  feveral  Turks^  and  kept  the  reft  from  approaching  the 
walls ;  but  he  being  foon  after  killed  by  a  (hot  from  the 
enemy's  battery,  none  of  the  reft  had  the  courage  to  take  his 
place. 
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Galatian,  afraid  of  exafperating  the  Turkifh  gtOMH^fbtcaftli 
(xn^iai^ed  ioa(li?e  all  tht  while,  b\tt  fent  a  monk  to  hijn»  caphu^ 
with  offers  to  furreilder  the  place^  on  conditioti  that  the^^^^'* 
lires,  libertiesi  and  e^^,  of  the  Inhabitants,  were  granted 
to  them.     Sinan  fent  him  for  an  anfwer,  that,  if  he  did  not 
immediately  ^andon  the  place  to  him,  he  would  caufe  him 
to  be  hanged  at  the  gates  of  it.    The  monk  returned  quickly 
to  him,  with  a  new  promife  of  delivering  it  up,  provided  thi 
governor,   with  2oo  of  the  chief  inhabitants,  fuch  ad  hi 
pitched  upon,  were  allowed  to  go  oiT  tnunolefted ;  but  Si* 
nan  refufei  to  grant  him  above  40 ;  and  told  the  monk,  that 
if  he  dared  come  a  third  time,  he  would  caufe  him  to  be 
flayed  alive.    This  anfwer  (o  terrified  the  cowardly  governor^ 
that  he  ordered  the  gates  to  be  forthwith  opened,  and  the 
Turks  made  no  lefs  fpeed  to  take  pofleffion  df  the  caflle. 
His  apartment  was  the  firft  that  fell  a  prey  to  them,  who,  to 
ihew  their  contempt  of  him  in  the  moH  mortifying  manner, 
obliged  him  to  carry  fome  of  the  lumber  of  it  on  his  fhottl- 
ders,  quite  into  their  Ihips.     Sinan^  inftead  of  giving  him 
kave  to  chufe  the  number  of  inhabitants  agreed  on,  pitched 
upon  40  of  the  oldeft,  whom  he  immediately  difcharged^ 
tdliog  the  governor  with  a  conten4>tUGrtis  fmile,  that  the 
ffloft  agfed  ought  to  be  accounted  the  chiefeft.    All  the  reft,  Governor^ 
to  the  amount  of  6,300,  of  every  age  and  fex,  were  ordered  ^c  /«/ 
to  be  loaded  with  urons,  and  himfelf  at  their  head,  and  to  in  intm» 
be  conveyed  on  fhip- board,  and  carried  into  a  miferable  Ha* 
wy  u  (F). 

This  dreadful  cataftrophe  of  the  Ca/ans  produced  the 
loQdeft  murmurs  and  complaints  againft  the  grand  mafter, 
efpedally  among  thofe  of  the  French  tongue,  who  infifted, 
tkat  his  cowardly  governor  fhould  be  forthwith  tried,  and 
ieotence  pafled  againft  him ',  but  this  xtOmedes  evaded,  with 

"  ViLLEGAGN.  NicROL.  Baudoin,  Vbrtot,  k  aU  ubi 
Aipra. 

(P)  We    are  told,   that  a  bed  his  wife-^ftnd  two  daogh* 

wnlthy  Sidlidkf  who  had  been  ters  to  death,  then  rafhing  arm* 

lettlcd  fome  time  with  his  fa*  ed  among  the  thickeft  of  the 

Diity  in  this  i(1and,  feeing  it  re-  enemy,   killed    and   wounded 

wtA  to  fo  dreadful  a  ftate,  and  fome  of  them,  expiring  foon 

preferring  death  to  fo  difho-  after  of  the  wonnds  which  ht 

BOvable  a  flavery,  in  a  fit  of  received  from  them  (8). 
}talottfy  and  defpair,  firft  ftab- 
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his  ufual  coldnefs^  under  pretence  that  the  accufed  \«ras  not 
DOW  in  his  hands,  but  in  tliofe  of  the  Turks  ;  and  that  he 
could  not  lawfully  condemn  hin)^  ti)l  ht  had  heard  his  de- 
fence ;  fo  that>  to  prevent  the  difhonour  of  fo  fhameful  an 
aflion  affefbing  tlie  whole  order,  they  all,  except  the  grand 
mailer's  creatures,  unanimoufly  agreed  to  fend  an  account  of 
it  through  all  Europe ;  but  he  took  what  care  he  could  to  be 
beforehand  with  them,  difperfing  a  very  difTerent  one  in  his 
favour,  in  which  it  was  pretended,  that  he  fought  with  in* 
credible  fury  at  the  head  of  the  Gofans^  till  he  was  (hot  by  a 
cannon-ball ;  upon  which  thefe,  being  quite  diftieartened  at 
the  lofs  of  their  brave  commander,  and  defirous  to  iave  the 
honour  of  their  wives  and  daughters  from  the  known  bru<* 
tality  of  the  Turks^  agreed  to  an  honourable  capitulation ; 
but  which  the  treacherous  Sinan  made  no  fcruple  to  violatei 
as  foon  as  the  place  was  delivered  up  into  his  hands  '. 

These  oppofite  reports  met  with  different  credit  in  EU' 
rope^  according  as  people  were  biafled  either  for  one  or  the 
other  nation  ;  but  the  animofity  which  reigned  at  this  time 
in  Maltha  between  the  French  and  Spaniards,  will  hardly  give 
us  room  to  doubt  that  they  had  been  greatly  exaggerated  on 
both  fides.  We  (hall  meet  with  other  inftances  ra^it  during 
the  grand  mafterflup  of  this  Spaniard,  which  will  hardly 
fail  of  convincing  our  readers  of  the  more  than  probability 
of  our  conjeflure.  However,  that  part  of  it  which  related 
to  the  young  governor's  being  killed,  pafled  current  for  feme 
years,  that  is,  till  he  had  by  dint  of  money  gained  his  liber- 
ty, and  had  the  imprudence  to  appear  again  at  Maltba, 
where  he  was  immediately  feized,  and  put  in  arreft*  His 
SeiTa  triid^'^  c^i^c  on  foon  after,  where,  whether  by  the  intrigues  of 
tmdac*  his  friends,  or  remiflhefs  of  his  profecutors,  he  was  ac- 
fuittid,  quitted  of  the  crime  of  cowardice,  and  reftored  to  his  dig- 
nity, and  had  feveral  coniiderable  commanderies  beflowed 
upon  him  /. 

Sinan  had  no  fooner  left  the  ifland  of  Go/a,  in  the  ni* 
ferable  condition  we  have  related,  than  the  council  agreed 
to  fend  a  new  governor  thither,  with  fome  few  troops,  to  re- 
pair the  breaches  of  the  cafUe,  together  with  fome  other 
commanders,  to  afcertain  the  lands  of  thofc  who  were  cither 
killed  or  carried  away  captives,  either  to  them  or  their  rela- 
tions, in  order  to  have  it  the  fooner  colonied  and  manured. 
All  this  while  the  grand  mafter  could  not  be  perfnaded 
that  the  Turkijh  armament  was  intended  for  any  other  dejGgn 
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than  to  allift  France  againft  the  emptor ;  and  his  furprife  asSiaan 
wcU  as  mortification,  was  inexpreffible,  when  the  news  czme  Jails /or 
that,  inftcad  of  Toulon  or  Mar/eilks,  Sinan  had' failed  di- Tripoli, 
reftly  to  Tripoli,  with  full  defign  to  lay  fiege  to  it  both  by 
feaand  land.  About  the  fame  time  arrived  at  Maltha  thb 
Fnncb  ambaflador  iAramont^  in  his  way  to  Conftantinople^ 
whither  h^  was  now  fent  the  fecond  time  by  the  court,  in 
his  audience  with  iOmedes^  whom  he  was  ordered  to  alTurc 
of  his  mafter's  inviolable  friendihip  for  him  and  the  whole 
order,  he  exprefled  a  more  than  ordinary  concern  that  he 
had  not  come  a  little  fooner,  and  prevented,  by  his  mediation 
and  good  offices,  the  hoftilities  which  Sinan  had  conmiitted 
in  thofe  two  iflands.  To  this  dOmedes  anfwered,  that  h« 
was  arrived  time  enough,  if  the  commiffion  with  which  h^ 
was  charged  by  his  court  could  but  permit  him  to  take  7r/- 
p^li  in  his  way,  and  make  ufe  of  his  and  his  mafter's  intereit 
to  dilTuade  the  Turkifb  baflia  from  befieging  Tripoli :  ."  and 
"  this,  added  he,  is  what  I  conjure  you  for  God's  fake,  and 
*'  the  honour  of  your  royal  mafter,  to  do ;  and,  if  you  can-  , 
♦'  not  prevail  with  him,  that  you  will  ufe  your  utmoft  ef-? 
"  forts  to  prevail  on  foltan  Soliman  to  countermand  it." 

D'Aramont  faithfully  promifed  him  all  the  good  office^ 
that  were  in  his  power  ;  and,  leaving  two  large  veflels  in 
fhc  port,  embarked  in  a  brigantine  belonging  to  the  order, 
and  Guled  away  for  Tripoli  with  fuch  expedition,  that  he 
arrived  before  Sinan  had  opened  the  trenches  before  the 
place.      As  he  had  formerly  Qoqtra£te4  an    accjuaintance 
iwth  the  Turkijh  bafha  during  his  residence  at  the  Porte^  he 
met  with  a  moft  obliging  reception  from  him,  efpecially  as 
he  had  taken  care  to  have  his  viflt  preceded  with  fome  confi- 
derable  prefents  ;  after  which,  he  communicated  to  him  the 
occafion  of  his  coming ;  and  ufed  all  the  preffing  arguments 
he  was  mafter  of  to  prevail  upon  him  to  defift  from  his  ea-^ 
tcrprize  againft  an  order  fo  highly  and  juftly  refpefted  by 
the  king  his  mafter,  s^nd  by  the  powers  of  Europe^     The  Detains 
anfwer  which  Sinan  gave  him  was,  that  he  had  received  ex-  tbeftetxiK 
prefs  orders  from  Soliman  his  mafter  to  wreft  thja,t  place  out««^^- 
bf  thdr  hands,  and  that  he  could  not  aft  contrary  to  them^*! 
without  endangering  his  head  ;  upon  which  the  ambaflador 
offered  to  take  his  leave  of  him,  with  a  defign  to  try  what 
he  could  do  with  his  mafter.     But  5m^«,  who  quickly  per- 
ceived his  drift,  which,  if  he  fucceeded  in  it,  would  deprive 
him  of  the  glory  of  reducing  the  place,  plainly  told  "him, 
that  he  could  not  fuffer  him  to  go.  till  the  conclufion  of  the 
fiege;  and' accordingly  caufed  the  7Wd//A^  brigantine,  and 
his  own  two  galUes,  which  had  joined  him  by  that  time,  to, 
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be  fecuredy  and,  without  any  regard  to  the  kw  of  oations 
detained  him  and  all  his  retinue,  though  in  other  reCpefts  he 
caufed  hio^  to  be  ufed  with  all  the  honour  due  to  his  cha- 
i:a(ter>  and  immediately  ordered  the  trenches  to  be  open- 

We  (hall  not  repeat  here  the  particulars  of  that  famous 
and  obflina^e  fiege,  whereof  we  have  given  a  full  account  in 
a  former  chapter,  as  fig:  as  relates  to  the  furrender  of  the  place 
to  the  Turks^  and  the  dieadful  difgrace  it  brought  upon  the 
governor,  the  brave  commander  Cafpar  de  Valier^  of  the 
tongue  of  Juvergne^  then  grand  marihal  of  the  order ;  and 
g  perfon  of  fuch  known  experience  and  valour,  that  he  was 
marked  out  by  the  major  part  of  the  order  as  a  fit  perfon  to 
D'Ome-  fucceed  the  old  iOmedes  in  the  grand  mafterfhip.  Whether 
dec  €m  itiir  this  very  confideration,  it  being  common  for  perfons  in  fuch 
my  00  tbt  high  rank  to  look  upon  their  prefumptive  fucceflbrs  with  aa 
goxeruor*  envious  eye,  or  any  other  pique,  whether  national  or  per* 
fonal,  was  the  caufe  of  the  extreme  ill-will  which  (tOmedit 
bore  to  him,  is  noteafy  to  know  with  any  tolerable  certainty, 
from  the  various  accounts  we  meet  with  in  the  writers  Upon 
this  fiege,  every  one  being  apt  to  lean  to  the  fide  of  his  owd 
liation ;  though  they  feem  all  to  agree  in  one  main  point, 
that  the  mifunderftanding  that  reigned  between  thofe  two 
great  men,  the  one  a  fUfF  old  Spaniard^  and  the  other  a 
highly  diftinguiflie4  Frenchman,  was  the  chief  caufe  of  the 
former's  fo  obftinately  refofing  to  take  the  proper  precautiool 
to  have  that  important  pl^  put  in  a  due  ftate  of  defence, 
and  confequently  of  all  t^e  diforders,  murmurs,  and  cabals, 
that  happened  during  the  fiege  of  it,  and  haftened  its  being 
furrendered,  in  the  manner  we  have  formerly  defcribed. 

Wb  come  now,  according  to  our  promife,  to  relate  what 
happened  at  Maltha  upon  the  return  of  the  governor  and 
garrifon  to  that  ifland.  It  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  the  juft 
complaints,  which  even  themoft  impartial  and  braveft  officers 
of  it  made  againft  the  grand  mailer,  and  his  unaccountable 
behaviour  towards  them  during  the  whole  time  of  the  fi^e, 
had  as  highly  cxafperated  him,  as  the  coofcioufiiefs  of  his 
own  negleA  and  mucondufk  had  affrighted  him.  The  dread 
)ie  had  caufe  to  be  in  of  the  emperor's  refentment  made  him 
induftrious  to  hear  every  report  that  was  made  both  for  and 
againft  him,  in  order  to  take  his  meafures  accordingly. 
Among  other  things  that  were  reported  by  fome  of  his  fer- 
irlle  creatures,  one  was,  that  the  French  ambaiTador  would 
aot  h^ve  Aiewu  fuch  dil^nc^  to  foil  to  MaUh^^t  if  he  had 
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not  had  fome  private  defign  or  inftruf^ions  to  confer  vitk 
the  Turkijb  bafha  about  fome  other  afTair,  very  difiei:eQt  from 
that  he  pretended  ;  and  that  his  real  errand  thither  wa^  to 
hafleoy  inftead  of  preventing,  the  fiege,  that  the  Turki/b 
fleet  might  have  time  enough,  after  its  furrender,  to  go  and 
aflift  the  king  of  France  againft  the  emperor  ;  ai^d  confe** 
qaently  that  the  governor  was  inexcufable  for  having  vea« 
tured  to  capitulate  without  the  grand  mafter's  leave.  Whe* 
ther  or  no  thefe  reports  were  not  hatched  by  him  or  hU  emif« 
faries,  we  will  not  pretend  to  fay  ;  however  that  be,  he  re- 
IKhed  them  fo  well,  that  he  built  his  plan  upon  them  of  min- 
ing him,  and  of  having  him  publicly  tried  for  it,  as  foon  as 
iAranumt  was  failed  away,  who  might  otherwife  have 
proved  too  powerful  an  evidence  in  his  favour.  In  the  meaa 
time,  to  let  the  order  fee  that  he  fufpeded  thofe  flying  re- 
ports to  have  fome  foundation,  the  ambaflador  making  tOr 
wards  the  port  with  his  two  gallies  fome  time  after  fun-fbt, 
ioftead  of  giving  him  admittance,  be  refufed  to  have  the  chaia 
taken  down,  caufed  the  guard  of  the  cafUe  to  be  doubled, 
and  took  the  fame  precautions  as  if  the  Turki/b  ^eet  had 
come  back'to  make  a  feccwd  attempt  upon  the  ifl^  ;  viASpruidtM* 
on  tb^e  next  day  he  caufed  the  report  to  be  fpread  abroad  by^^S^f*'*' 
Ui  private  agents,  that  TripoU  had  not  £dlen  fo  eafily  \oXQ^^*f 
the  hands  of  the  Turks ^  if  there  had  not  been  a  private  in- 
telligence between  the  bafha  and  the  ambaflador,  and  if  ih^ 
governor  had  not  been  weak  enough  to  follow  the  perfi4i0U8 
coimcil  of  that  Frenchman*  He  went  ftill  farther,  and 
caufed  the  fame  report  to  be  fpread  through  all  parts  of 
Euro^  by  the  knights  of  his  cabal,  who,  in  their  letters  to 
thdr  acquaintance,  added,  that  the  caflle  of  ^^'0^  Angeh 
would  have  undergone  the  fame  fate  with  Tripoli,  had  \t  not 
been  for  the  wife  precautions  whidi  the  grand  mailer  had 
taken  to  prevent  it. 

D*AiiAMONT  was  foon  apprifed  of  thefe  flying  rumours,  The  am- 
who  immediately  demanded  an  audience ;  which  being  gcant<*  haffaderU 
cd  to  him  in  full  council,  inflead  <rf*  taking  notice  of,  or  gor/^'^^  '• 
iBg  about  to  confute  them,  he  addrefled  hknfelf  to  JtOmedes^  ,f  .'•*^ 
at  whofe  right  hand  he  fat,  and  reminded  him  that  he  did  ^  * 
Dot  fall  into  Africa  till  earneflly  intreated  to  it  by  him; 
and  aflured  him,  that,  after  his  arrival,  he  had  not  ceafed 
his  good  offices,  and  was  fully  refolved  upon  going  to  try 
the  efiefts  of  them  at  -the  Portet  when  he  found  them  inef-  ^ 
feflual  at  the  camp  ;  after  yhitb,  he  acquainted  the  councU 
how  hd  had  been  detained  by  the  bafha  dll  the  condufioa 
of  the  fiege ;  in  which,  he  added,  he  had  been  fb  happy^ 
however,  as  to  become  fecurity  for  fo  many  brave  knights, 
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whom  he  had  brought  away  in  his  gallies,  in  confideradon  6^ 
an  equivalent  number  of  Turkijb  flaves,  which  he  had  en- 
gaged to  carry  back  in  exchange,  and  which  he  hoped  (hoald 
liow  be  delivered  into  his'  hands,  in  order  to  difcharge  him- 
felf  of  that  engagement,  to  which  he  pledged  his  word  and 
honour  to  the  bafha.    To  this  iOmedes  coldly  anlwered  iq 
few  words,  that  he  was  obliged  to  him  for  his  care  and  kin4 
offices ;  but,  as  to  the  flaves  he  fpoke  of,  they  were  the  pro- 
})erty  of  thofe  knights  that  had  taken  them,  and  that  he  had . 
no  power  to  difpofe  of  them ;  that  he  mufi  apply  to  them, 
and,  if  they  rcfufed  to  furrendcr  them,  the  governor  Valiet, 
muft  be  anfwerable  for  them  to  the  baiha.    D^ArammS; 
snight  have  jufUy  told  him,  that  he  had  ftill  a  more  expedi- 
tious way  of  doing  it,  by  delivering  up  the  Spanijb  kiHghtf 
into  his  hands,  who  were  the  chief  caufe  of  the  capitul^dcxi 
and  furrender  of  the  place  ;  but,  being  above  fuch  low  recri- 
minations, he  chofe  rather  to  leave  the  illand,  and  (ail  away 
for  Conjiantinopk,  which  he  did  a  few  days  after. 
Orders  for     D*Omedes,  now  at  full  liberty  to  purfue  his  deliga  againft 
trying  the  yalier^  called  a  new  council,  in  whicli  he  declared  how  in' 
governor,   conjtftent  it  would  be  with  his  and  the  order^s  honour  to  fore: 
go  the  lo/s  of  Jo  important  a  place^  without  obliging  the  go- 
vernor j  and  fuch  of  the  knights  as  had  the  greatiefi  hand  in 
that  capitulation^  to  give  an  account  of  the  motives  that  in* 
ducedthem  to  it,  in  order,  as  he  artfully  worded  it,  to  clear 
the  innocent,  andpunifh  the  guilty,  if  any  fhciuld  be  unhappily 
found  to  be  fuch  d.   The  motion  being  readily  agreed  to,  threp 
knights  of  three  different  toDgues  were  immediately  appointed 
to  draw  up  the  indiAment  againft  them,  ail  of  them  being  ia 
the  grand  matter's  intereft.    But  as  the  crime,  if  proved,  was 
of  a  capital  nature,  and  confequently  outof  their  cdgnifance 
as  a  religious  order,  they  appointed  at  the  fame;  time  a  fecular 
afleflbr,   who  fhould  be  authorized  to  pronounce  fentence 
agiinft  the  guilty,  accoirding  to  the  nature  of  thdr  crime. 
The  governor  was  accordingly  clapt  into  a  dark. and  difmal 
dungeon,  and  an  exprefs  prohibition  was  publiflied  againft 
Vnhfi       •^y  ^  ^®  order's  interceding  in  his  favour.  "  To  this  was 
frojecution  ^ded)  an  order  to  the  commiflaries  to  rejeA  every  objeAion 
^mnjt      Vrhich  the  accufed  Aiould  ofier  againft  any  of  the  witnefles ; 
iim.  and  to  hear  every  deponent  that  offered  himfelf,  without  the 

nfual  formality  of  confronting,  crofs-examining,  ifc  •.  This 
was  looked  upon  as  a  ftrange  way  of  proceeding ;  but  the 
grand  mafter's  party  was  by  that  time  grown  too  powerful 
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fidbevithftood}  and  the  judges  fo  much  his  creature99  that 
they  admitted  men  of  the  mofl  fcandalous  charafters,  rene-  ^ 
^oes,  fellows  forfworn  on  record,  dderters^  and  others  of 
Ife  like  ({amp,  to  be  the  chief  evidence  ag^inft  the  accufed, 
that  is,  agaioft  the  governgr  and  three  other  knights,  jiamed 
^a^  Herrtra^  and  Fufier,  who  had  the  greatest  hand  ia 
oegodating  the  capitulation. 

This  did  not,  however,  prevent  the  French  tongue  from 
making  loud  complaints  againft  thefe  proceedings  ;  amongft 
them,  miegagnon,  whom  we  have  already  mentioned  on  fome 
other  occasions,  made  no  fcruple  to  fay,  that  the  place  hav- 
ing been  loft  through  the  negligence  and  avarice  of  thofe 
whofe  duty  and  buiinefs  it  was  to  have  fortified  it  both  with 
proper  outworks  and  a  fuffident  garrifon,  it  was  highly 
fininge  and  unjuft  to  call  the  governor  to  an  aiccount  for 
other  people's  crimes :  he  had  moreover  above  60  unexcep- 
tionable witnefles  ready  to  produce  againft  thofe  who  had  de- 
pofed  againft  him ;  when  the  grand  mafter  bethought  him- 
ieif  of  a  new  ftratagem  to  deftrqy  their  credit  abroad,  by 
cauiing  letters  to  be  fent  as  before,  giving  an  account,  that 
Ae  French  knights,  appreheniive  that  his  convi6lion  would 
caftan  infamy  upon  their  tongue,  had  taken  arms,  and  ac- 
tually kept  the  grand  mafter  prifoner  in  the  caftle  of  Stm 
Jngeh,  Whilft  this  news  flew  abroad^  he  was  privately 
haueoing  the  trial  of  the  four  knights,  which  concluded  at 
l^i^th  in  this  fentence,  which  was  pronounced  in  full  couo- 
dl,  by  the  grand  provof^,  to  this  eneft : 

"  That,  in  the  lofs  of  Tripoli^  there  had  happened  nO'Thego^ 
, "  thing  that  could  be  deemed  treafonable :  that  the  whole  vmwr  and 
"  difafter  wa§  owing  to  the  cowardice  of  the  mutinous  6ii-  3  ^ghis 
"  latrians  ;  and  that  though  there  were  no  imperial  Jaws  ^^^'y^ 
'*  or  conftitutions  that  ordained  any  punilhment  jn  fuch  a'^^\^" 
"  cafe  dther  againft  a  governor  or  his  officers,  neverthelefs,  ^ 
"  as  it  was  ena^ed  by  the  ftatutes  of  the  order,  that  any 
**  governor,  who  (hould  abandon  a  place  which  had  been 
'^  committed  to  his  care,,  fhould  be  expelled,;  they,  purfuant 
'*  to  that  ftatute,  had  condemned  the  laid  governor,  and  the 
"  three  knights.  Sou/a ^  Herrera,  and  Ftdfter,  to  be  deprived 
'*  of  the  habit  and  crofs  of  the  order,  as  accomplices  in  the 
"  lofs  of  the  city  of  Tripoli^ 

This  fentence  was  fo  far  from  fatisfying  the  grand  mafter, 
that  it  difconcerted  aQ  hi§  meafures,  it  being  his  chief  de- 
ligQ  to  have  the  governor  alone  punifhed,  and  not  the  other 
three,  two  of  whom  were  Spaniards,  whom  he  had  caufed 
V)*be  joined  with  him  in  the  accufation^  merely  to  avoid  the 
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fafincion  of  natlontl  partiality  agaioft  the  Fnneh.  ,  He  there- 
fore declared  the  fentence  to  be  too  precipitate ;  and  that,  in 
coodeaming  them  all  alikei  they  had  not  duly  weighed  the  dif* 
ferettce  there  was  between  the  guilt  of  the  three  knights  and 
that  of  the  governor ;  and  that  though  they  ought  to  Ibndi 
to  the  fentence  adjudged  i^nft  the  latter*  yet  that  againft 
the  former  might  be  juftly  fufpended,  in  order  to  their  being 
each  feparately  tried,  according  to  the  nature  of  their  refpcc* 
tive  erimes.  The  judge,  or  provoft,  finding  that  he  had 
difobliged  the  grand  mafter,  was  fliamelefs  enough  to  own 
his  pretended  error,  and  to^ofier  to  retraft  it,  by  fuhftitutiag 
a  milder  puniflxment  for  them ;  but  the  coundl  crying  out 
flume  OB  him,  and  fome  of  them  protefting  they  fliould  £ue 
all  alike,  iOnudes  defired  to.be  heard,  and  then  infifted  upod 
the  great  guilt  incurred  by  VaJ&er  and  Fujler^  and  aUb  upoa 
that  of  the  two  Spatujb  knights,  alleging,  that  the  former 
being  of  a  capital  nature,  .the  council  ought  to  refer  it  to  the 
fecular  judge,  who  had  already  giv^en  fuch  proof  of  his  im^ 
partiality ;  but  the  council  crying  out  againft  him,  he  thought 
proper  to  put  off  the  matter  to  another  time,  and  fo  difiniiled 
the  adembly  s. 
fj^f  In  the  mean  time  the  king  of  France^  having  been  informed 

French  of  the  calumny  that  had  been  raifed  againft  his  nmbalTador, 
kMg  €9M'  ient  a  gentleman,  named  Bettoy^  who  was  of  his  privy  cbam* 
fUim  of  ber,  to  Makha^  with  a  letter  to  the  grand  mafter,  in  which 
d.Ome-  he  defired  him  to  fend  him  a  faithful  account  of  the  cafe, 
^^'  that  he  might  punifti  iAramoni^  if  he  was  guilty ;  bat,  if 

innocent,  that  he  would  juftify  Mm  to  the  world  by  an  ao-* 
thentic  teftimony  under  his  own  hand.  D'Onudes  was  not  a 
little  embarrafled  at  this  letter;  however,  be  took  the  furcA 
meafure,  and  (hewed  it  to  the  council,  who  unanimoafly 
agreed,  that  he  ought  to  thank  the  French  monarch  for  the 
good  offices  of  his  ambai&dor ;  and  to  aflfure  him,  that  they 
were  fo  far  from  having  the  leaft  caufe  of  complaint  againft 
him,  that  they  fhould  always  gratefully  acknowl^e  the  ier- 
vices  he  had  done  to  the  order ;  and  ordered  their  fecretary 
to  write  a  letter  according  to  that  tenor,  and  t6  bring  it 
forthwith  to  be  figned  by  the  grand  mafter.  D^OtnedeSf 
vexed  at  the  heart  that  he  had  (hewn  them  the  letter,  took 
the  fecretary  afide,  and  told  him,  that  the  matter  was  of  too 
nice  a  nature  to  be  difpatched  in  fuch  hafte,  and  that  he 
would  take  time  to  confider  on  the  propereft  mann^  of  word- 

<  ViLLSGACNON,  ubi  fupra.    Vsrtot,  Bavdoin,  &  il-  f^t* 
ciuc. 
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im;  it ;  bidding  him,  in  the  mean  time,  keep  htmfelf  oot 
of  ci)e  way  of  Belloy  and  ViUegagnon.    Some  weeks  were  x^-     ^--^ 
already  palled,  before  tfee  fecretary  put  pen  to  paper,  du- r^^,  gfff,^ 
liog  which  time  d'Omedes  had,  partly  by  threats,  and  partly ^^^^y  ^^ 
bj  promifes,  induced  the  fecular  judge  lately  mentioned  to  ur. 
engage,  under  the  forfeiture  of  500  gold  ducats,  to  refume 
the  trial  of  the  goyernor  ;  and,  upon  hi^  denying  the  accu- 
fadon;  to  have  him  put  to  the  torture,  in  order  to  extort  a 
coofefiioQ  from  him  againft  himfelf ;  which  confeflion  was  to 
be  fent  to  the  French  king,  infield  of  the  anfwer  whi(:h  the 
ccMiQdl  bad  ordered  to  be  drawn. 

ViLLEGAGNON,  hav^ug,  by  fome  me^ns,  got  informa- £),-^^^„/ 
60Q  of  this  hellifh  plot,  boldly  challenge4  the  grand  mafter,  hy  Ville. 
iafuU  council,  either  to  deliver  the  annyer  in  queftion  to  the  gagnott^ 
eavoy,  or,  if  the  aflembly  had  changed  their  minds  in  that 
rcfpeif^,  to  give  him,  infteadof  it,  an  authentic  copy  of  the 
judge's  procefs  againft  the  accufed  knight,  in  which  he  ea(:- 
prefly  declares,  that  the  lo/s  of  Tripoli  was  not  owing  f 
My  trea/onabU  praSiice  or  intelligence  with  the  enemy,  but  to 
the  cowardice  of  the  Calabrians,  which  would  equally  fa- 
tisfy  the  king  his  mafter.     To  this  one  of  the  members,  a 
creature  of  ^Omedesy  replie4>  that  the  king's  inquiry  being 
oaly  about  hi$  ambaflfador's  conduA  in  jffrica^  they  QUght 
to  confine  their  anfwer  to  that.     Soon  aner  this,  iOmedes 
aiked  ViUegagnm^  in  a  haughty  tone,  where  he  had  learatf 
that  the^^rder  was  to  give  an  account  to  the  fecular  powers 
of  the  prpcefles  they  canied  on  againft  any  of  their  mem- 
bers \  To  which  he  gaye  the  following  anfwer  :  ''  That  fuch  a 
"  thought  had  never  come  into  his  head  ;  but  that  he  ima- 
^  ginedy  neverthel^fs,  t^at  ^s  fuch  an  account  would  Equally 
"  ferve  to  fatisfy  the  French  king,  it  might  be  properly 
"  enough  communicated  to  him,  fince  he,  d^Omedei,  ha4 
'*  fo  long  decl^ied  fending  him  the  anfwer  which  the  coun- 
''  cil  had  agreed  OQ*    However/'  added  be^  *^  feeing  yoM 
"  kea^  fo  defirous  to  know  my  motives  for  preiEng  this 
^  affair  as  I  have  done,  l  will  freely  acquaint  you  with 
'*  them.    There  go^s  a  rumoiv,  not  much  to  your  ho* 
''  Qour,  that  you  have  engaged  the  judge  to  renew  the  pro- 
'<  iecutioa  againft  the  governor,  and  to  torture  him  into  a 
"  confei&on  of  fuch  primes  as  he  never  was  guilty  of ;  after 
*'  which^   hav'^i>g  condemned  and  put  bin)  to  death,  this 
^  extorted  confefiion  is  to  be  fent  to  xk&  French  court,  in- 
<'  ftead  of  ibf  m^fwff  ;wbicb  j^u  W^  to  fend  bacl^  by  his 
**  envoy/*  ' 
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One  may  eaflly  imagine  the  confafion  and  aftonifhment  th( 
grand  madeF  was  in ;  heafked  him^  in  an  angry  tone,  when 
he  had  heard  thofe  fcandalous  reports  ?  To  which  theFr^ 
knight  calmly  anfwered,  that  was  out  of  the  queltion  at  pr^ 
fent,  which  is  only  whether  the  reports  were  trucorfalfei 
Fal/e  as  hell^  replied  he.     Then  all  I  beg,  faid  VilUgagnon^  i 
that  you  will  publicly  difcharge  your  judge  of  the  fumof  JOC 
ducats,  which  he  hath  engaged  to  pay  you,  in  cafe  he  (BdnM 
condemn  the  governor  to  death.     He  would  ftay  no  longer  li 
the  council,  but  withdrew,   and  left  the  aflembly  m  the 
dcepeft  amazement,   who  immediately  nominated  anotbel 
judge,  and  ordered  the  fecretary  to  poftpone-  all  other  mat- 
ters, and  write  an  anfwer  to  the  French  king,  according  19 
the  tenor  prefcribed  to  him>  and,  under  the  fevereft  fios^ 
ties,  to  deliver  it  iigned  by  the  grand  mafter  on  that  ▼«) 
day,  e\thcr  to  the  French  envoy  or  to  Monf.  Villegagnon,  He 
did  fo ;  but  when  he  (hewtd  it  to  iOmedes  to  fign  it,  he  vm 
ordered  by  him  to  alter  that  claufe,  which  was  defigned  to 
juftify  the  French  ambafllador,  and^  inftead  of  it,  to  witi^ 
that  the  council  had  not  as  yet  been  able  to  make  any  Sfcover) 
upon  which  they  rrdght  form  an  accufation  agcunfi  him.    The 
letter  being  delivered  to  ViHegagnon,  he  eafily  (aw  thro*  the 
Jnfwer     artifice,  and  complained  of  it  to  the  council,  who  forthwith 
fent  to  the  diftated  a  new  one,  and,  having  obliged  d'Omedes  to  (ign  it 
French     before  them,  ordered  it  to  be  delivered  into  the  hatods  of  the 
^^'f'^*        French  envoy  Belloy*     Thuanus,  who  had  no  hopes  of  it,  tdb 
us,  that  the  French  court  caufed  it  foon  after  to  be  publiibed 
through  moft  courts  of  Europe  ^ ;  but  as  it  contains  notfaiqg 
but  grateful  thanks  to  his  moft  Chriftian  majffty  for  his  fingQ' 
lar  regard  to  the  order,  and  a  full  vindication  of  his  ambada- 
dor  (tAramonfs  conduft,  we  fliall  refer  our  readers  for  the 
contents  of  it  to  the  author  laft  quoted,  and  to  the  memoiri 
which  VtUegagnon  publifhed  not  long  after  concerning  that 
whole  tranfaftion,  wherein  we  (hall  not  enter  any  ferthcr 
into  the  merits  of  the  caufe  between  the  French  and  Spaniards, 
but  conclude  this  fubjeft  with  obferving,  that,  notwithftandt- 
ing  the  many  foul  artifices  laid  to  the  grand  mafter's  charge, 
he  ftill  maintained  his  credit,  fo  far  as  to  get  the  three  other 
ne  three  knights  pardoned  and  difcharged,  and  the  governor  Falter  to 
knights      be  continued  in  a  cruel  confinement,  from  which  he  was  nOIS 
fardoned,  freed  till  feveral  years  after,  as  we  (hall  fee  in  the  fequeL 

^  Hiftor.  I.  v\u  ad  (in.    Vide  &  Marm,  A&sc.  1.  vi.  €.41^ 
BAUDoiN,l.xiy.  c.  13.  Vertot,  1.  iv.  c.  11.  p.  «76-<-i95. 


Thb  war  (till  continntng  betweeii  fraficezxA  the  emperor,  Ville- 
ViB^agncn^  who  had  obtained  leave  to  accompany  BeUoy  in-  gagnon 
to  France^  Was  taken  with  him,  in  their  paflage  to  MdrfeilhSf  worried 
by  the  imperial  fquadron,  and  thence  conveyed  to  Genoay  t^M^ 
where  he  wrote  the  memoirs  above-mentioned  in  Latin^  and  '*  ^^'*®*' 
fent  them  to  the  emperor ;  foon  after  which  he  caufed  them 
to  be  printed  at  Lyons^  with  'a  dedication  to  that  monarch* 
Some  other  knights  in  the  French  fervice'had  been  likewife 
taken  by  the  imperialiAs,  whofe  liberty  the  grand  mafter  ob- 
tauned  of  the  emperor,  upon  his  reprefentation  of  the  iztL" 
gee  Maltha  was  in  of  a  fpeedy  vifit  from  the  Turks.    Among 
thefe  knights  was  the  famous  Pied  de  Fer^  or  Iron  Foot,  who 
broQght  with  him  a  large  company  of  Spaniards  into  the 
Ifland. 

Much  aboat  the  fame  time,  the  brave  Strozzi,  grand  prior  Strozzi 
cl  Capua,  of  whom  we  have  had  occaiion  to  fpeak,  having  ^5rw#-^/«- 
kcen  obligrf  to  quit  the  French  fervice,  and  to  ftve  Wmfelf  ^^*^'*"' 
10  his  galley,  accompanied  with  that  of  his  brother,  by  get- 
A^over  the  chain  that  locked  the  port,  by  dint  of  rowing, 
wed  diredly  for  Maltha,  where  he  was  not  only  forbid  to 
hod  by  the  grand  mafter,  but  even  threatened  to  be  fired 
itpon,  if  he  did  not  fail  away.    This  harfli  treatment  was 
%hly  relented  by  the  majority  of  the  order,  efpedally  at  fuch  * 
a  time  when  the  ifland  wanted  fuch  brave  commanders.  One 
of  the  knights,  however,  found  means  to  fend  him,  unknown 
to  iOmedes,  a  frefli  fupply  of  bifcuit,  of  which  he  was  in 
great  want;  after  which  he  failed  towards  the  Levant,  in  dan- 
for  of  being  taken  dther  by  Dorians  fquadron,  or  by  the 
furhifb  corlairs,  and  deftitute  of  a  Chriftian  port  where  he 
night  retire,  or  bring  any  prize  into.    However,  his  valour 
and  conduft  were  fo  well  known  in  Europe  by  this  time,  that 
tile  emperor  fpared  no  promifes  or  ftratagems  to  draw  him 
ibto  his  fervice.     Among  other  favours,  he  fent  him  a  fafe- 
ttmdoA,  by  which  he  was  permitted  to  come  into  any  fea- 
port  belonging  to  his  dominions ;  but  Strozzi,  ftill  unwilling 
to  engage  againft  France,  delayed  hisanfwer,  under  pretence 
dm  he  could  not  come  to  any  refolution  till  he  had  confulted 
die  grand  mafter  1^. 

Strozzi,  by  this  time,  had  been  fo  fuccefsful  in  his  cruif-  ^'*^^  ^ 
11^  that  he  fent  to  the  image  of  our  lady  of  Philermo  at  ^^^'^^^7 
Makba,  a  magnificent  prefent  of  a  church-ornament,  on-^  \r 
which  he  caufed  thefe  words  to  be  embroidered.  He  came  to  y)^\^o 
Us  own,  and  his  own  received  him  not,  John  i.  x  i  •    The  offi- 

^  Memoires  de  Braktomb,  torn.  ii#    Bavdqin,  ubi  fopra. 
ViaroT,  obi  fop.  p.  296,  &  fcq. 
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ctr,  who  earried  it  thither ^  was  ordered  at  the  iame  time  to 
'       acquaint  hi$  friends  there  with  hisgood-fortoDey  and  to  in^ 
form  himfelf  how  the  reft  ftood  afie^ted  towards  him.    As 
foon  as  the  grand  mafter  was  apprifed  of  his  defign,  he  de<» 
'     clared  once  footer  that^  if  he  offered  to  return,  he  (hould  be 
fnre  to  meet  with  the  fame  reception  he  had  found  before ;  hit 
main  view  in  it  being  to  oblige  him  the  more  readily  to  engage 
in  the  emperor's  fervice,  which  he  knew  would  be  laying  a 
great  obligation  on  that  monarch,  by  whofe  dire£Hons  he  ne« 
guiated  ail  his  meafures.    Some  of  his  friends,  howeyer, 
took  care  to  inform  hint,  that,  if  he  thought  fit  to  come,  he 
would  find  a  party  ftroous;  Enough  in  the  council  againft  the 
Lwtied  by  grand  maAer ;  upon  which  he  immediately  failed  for  tte 
bufriinds^Y^^scn^  and,  landing  from  his  long-boat,  marched  dire£Uy  td 
lands  ^     the  pdlaccj  attended  by  a  great  number  of  the  moft  confidcr- 
***^^^*'    aWfc  knights  6f  the  order.    D'Omedes  was  not  a  little  far- 
prized  ^t  his  un^xpefted  appearance,  and  much  more  at  bis 
beii>g  atcofted  by  him  in  words  to  this  eStSt :  *^  Sir,  being 
'<  informed  by  very  good  hands,  that  the  7f/ri(^  threaten  oar 
^'  ifland  with  a  fecond  invafion,  and  are  making  Taft  ptepa- 
'^  rations  for  it,  I  am  now  come,  according  to  my  duty,  to 
«*  offer  my  fervices,  and  to  join  with  the  reft  of  my  bre* 
'*  threii/*    Forg  befides  that  it  difconcerted  all  his  view$  of 
obliging  the  emperor,  he  had  great  reafon  to  fear  left  the  re- 
fidence  of  a  man  of  his  credit  and  charafler  c^noi^  them, 
(hould  contribute  ftill  more  to  the  mifunderftanding  which 
his  avarice  and  arbitrary  proceedings  hftd  occafioned  between 
the  council  and  him.    However,  having  recovered  himfelf  a 
little,  he  not  Mily  gave  him  an  obliging  reception,  but  b^ged 
of  him,  that,  as  ioon  as  he  had  refted  himfelf  a  while  from 
his  fat^e,  he  would  take  a  turn  round  the  ifland,  and  make 
his  obfervations  of  every  thing  that  was  wanting  to  put  it  in 
a  ftate  of  defence* 
Raif'sfe'      Hb  quickly  acquitted  himfelf  of  his  commiifion,  and  laid 
merai forts  before  the  council  a  plan,  which,  if  it  could  have  bce6  cxc- 
.»»!/.         cnted,  would  have  rendered  it  almoft  impregnable;  bat  as 
the  treafury  of  the  order  was  found  by  far  too  mach  ex« 
hauftcd  to  fupply  fo  vaft  an  expence,  they  contented  them- 
fclves  with  adding  fom^  neW  fortifications  in  fevenl  ports, 
particularly  a  newcaftle  on  the  extremity  of  the  mount  iSorr* 
ttras,  fome  baftions  and  outworks  to  the  borough  on  that 
fide  which  was  oppofite  to  the  caftle,  where  it  lay  mofl  cL" 
,  pofed,  and  a  new  fort  on  mount  St.  Julian^  together  wiA 
fome  other  neceflary  outworks.    ,  Workmen  and  materials 
were  fent  for  from  Sicily  with  all  e3q)editioh  ;  and  Strozth 
who  prefided  oyer  the  building  of  the  new  caftlci  fince  callei 
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fort  St.  Elmoy  in  memory  of  that  of  Rhodes,  nfed  fuch  dili- 
gence in  ity  that  it  was  finiftied  in  lefs  than  £x  months.  That 
OQ  m<Dunt  St,  Julian,  fince  called  Fort  St,  Michel,  was  com* 
j}leted  in  much  the  fame  time  by  the  cottimander  Lufiic,  fince 
then  grand  mafter  of  the  order,  and  the  outworks  of  the  bo- 
rough  by  the  grand  balliiFof  Cennany.  Such  life  did  that 
Doble  knight  give  to  every  man  and  every  thing,  ivhich,  in  all 
probability,  would  have  been  ftagnated  or  overlooked  without 
him,  through  the  avarice  and  indolence  of  the  grand  mafter, 
that  every  one  helped  the  work  forward,  not  only  with  their 
afEftance,  but  with  their  private  purfes,  the  knights  felling 
ereQ  their  plate  and  rich  furniture,  and  thofe  who  had  oo- 
thing  elie,  parted  eten  with  their  gold  chains,  the  only  or- 
nament they  have  to  diltinguiOi  the'mfelves  in  time  of  war,  to 
contribute  what  theycoulcTto  the  public  fafety.  This  warm 
zeal  cooamuoicated  itfelf  even  among  the  inhabitants  of  the 
ifland,  who  readily  joined  in  thefe  efforts  with  the  majority  pf 
the  order;  (o  that  Maltha  wanted  now  nothing  more  for  its 
lafety  than  to  fee  Strozzi  grand  mafter  of  it  ^ 

One  may  cafily  imagine  how  mortifying  thefe  things  were  D'Omc- 
toiOmedes,  who  left  no  means  untried  to  perfuade  this  new  dcs^rowf 
rival  to  engage  himfelf  in  the  emperor's  fervice;  but  finding-^f.   *'  ^ 
hisi  more  and  more  averfe  and  determined  againft  it,  he    ^ 
thonght  it  high  time  to  contrivp  fome  ftratagem  to  remove 
him  oat  of  the  ifland,  with  his  own  confent.  He  accordingly 
conuDunicated  to  him  a  projeft,  which  he  had  long  ago  pre- 
meditated, of  feizing  the  fortrefs  of  Zoara,  on  the  coaft  of. 
Bartdry,  and  in  the  province  of  Tripoli ;  the  commodiouf- 
nefs  of  which  port  drew  fuch  a  concourfe  of  merchant-men, 
that  it  was  become  exceedingly  rich ;  and,  being  but  poorly 
fortified,  he  told  him,  might  be  eafily  furprifed  by  the  help 
of  a  foreft  of  palm-trees,  which  extended  themfelves  af- 
moft  to  the  very  walls.    Strozzi  readily  came  into  the  pro- 
jeft,  and  offered  himfelf  to  conduO:  the  whole  enterprize.   A  ' 
iiQsJl  fquadron  of  gallies,  and  other  veflels,  was  forthwith 
tqnipped,  and  about  1200  foldiers  put  on  board;  ainongft 
^hom  were  near  300  of  the  braveft  knights  of  the  order,  all 
emulous  to  fignalize  themfelves  under  fuch  an  expert  com- 
mander. 

The  fleet  fet  fail  on  the  6th  of  Augvjl ;  but,  through  the  Strozzi 
miftakeof  the  pilot,  landed  much  higher  than  they  dehgned,  l^^^  »^«^ 
and  were  thereby  obliged  to  march  feveral  leagues  through  Zoara. 
iandy  grounds  and  groves  of  palm-trees,  during  the  dead  of 
mght.    They  were  divided  into  three  bodies,  each  com- 
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nuiDded  by  fome  of  the  mofl  experienced  officers  of  the  order. 
In  their  way  they  obferved  fome  fires  at  a  diftance,  whidi 
t\tty  fuppofed  to  be  fome  hords  of  wandering  Arabs^  ivbc 
v'cre  now  taking  their  reft.;  but  forbore  attacking  themt^  foi 
fear  of  alarming  the  town  they  were  going  to  furprife.  Up 
on  their  arrival  at  Zoara^  they  found  all  things  in  a  proibiind 
quiet,  and  the  gates  open  and  without  guard  ;  and  penetrat- 
ed, as  Strozzi  bade  them,  into  the  very  center  of  the  tows, 
without  the  leaft  oppofition^  and  there  coUefled  themfelves 
into  one  body,  and  fet  themfdves  in  battle-array.  Tbd 
drums  and  clattering  noife  foon  awoke  the  inhabitants, wbiUl 
the  greedy  foldiers  broke  into  their  houfes,.  feized  on  what 
plunder  came  firft  to  hand,  and  brought  away  men,  women, 
and  children,  bound  to  the  place  of  arms,  to  the  number  of 
about  1 500  ;  when  the  commander  de  la  Falette,  who  had 
the  charge  of  condufling  them  on  fliipboard,  was  accofted 
by  a  Moor,  who  had  formerly  ferved  under  him,  "  Do  yon 
know.  Sir,"  faid  he  foftly  to  him,  "  that  you  are  going 
to  be  furrounded,  and  cut  in  pieces,  by  thofe  whom  you 
took  to  be  wandering  Arab$.  They  arc  a  body  of  four  diori- 
**  fand  Turksy  all  expert  markfmen,  whom  Morat  Aga^  go- 
vernor of  Tripoli^  was  fending  to  the  ifland  of  Gelva^  but 
whom  the  night  had  obliged  to  encamp  where  you  faw 
them ;  but  being  now  informed  by  fome  of  the  fbgidve 
Zoarans  of  your  having  furprifed  the  city,  are  in  full 
march  againft  you  V* 
hfitrprifei  '^"^  commander  having  rewarded  the  faithful  iSo»t 
ij  tbi  ^c^t  immediately  to  inform  Strozzi  with  the  news,  who 
Turks,  caufed  a  retreat  to.  be  forthwith  founded,  but  which  coold 
not  be  heard  through  the  reigning  noife  and  confufionbjf 
the  ftra^ling  foldiers.  Morat^  who  rightly  judged  that  diis 
would  be  their  cafe,  haftened  his  army  to  the  place,  aodfeO 
upon  them  before  they  were  half-rallied,  with  incredible  fury. 
The  conteft  was  moft  bloodv.  and  obftinate  on  both  fides,  bot 
efpecially  on  that  of  the  Malthefe,  who  were  indifierently 
difperfed  in  platoons  in  feveral  parts  of  the  town,  wb 
chance  had  thrown  them,  and  fought  without  any  order, 
want  of  proper  commanders.  Many  of  the  knights  defeni 
themfelves  to  the  laft,  and  died  with  their  fwords  in 
hands,  whilft  others,  being  quite  exhaufted  with  %hd 
fell  down  among  the  dead,  and  were  made  prifoners.  Stn. 
being  informed  that  his  young  nephew  was  flain,  retn 
-  at  the  head  of  a  numerous  troop,  whom  he  was  Ifeading  to  t 
fea-fide,  and  renewed  the  fight  with  greater  fury,  and  for 
the  Turkijb  horfe  to  retreat ;  but  they,  returning  in 
order,  made  a  furious  dUcharge  of  their  £ixi$iU  arms  amb; 
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them,  whidi  klll^  a  great  number  of  his  men,  wounded  him 
ID  the  thigh,  add  would  have  quickly  difpatched  hini^  had 
not  his  knights  furrounded  him  on  all  iides,  and  ilood  like  a 
Irampart  about  him,  till  a  tall  ftdut  Majorcan  had  taken  him 
in  his  arms,  and  carried  him  from  the  6eld  into  the  tenter  of 
his  battalion,  and  from  thence  throiigh  vollies  of  the  enemy's 
fire,  and  through  liiud  and  water  up  to  the  girdle  from  the 
iea-fide  into  his  (hip. 

Theik  next  care  was  how  to  fave  their  grand  ftandard,  in  Tbefland^ 
which  they  ftiewed  no  lefs  valour  and  intrepidity.     Theardof  thi 
knights  formed  thenifelves  into  a  frefli  rampart  about  ix^ordenk^ 
bearer,  and  kept  ftiU  moving  on  in  fpite  of  the  enemy's  fire,  till/^«J*'  . 
they  reached  a  hlrd  rock  on  the  fea-ftiore,  where  was  a  defile,*"'''* 
whence  they  Could  fee  the  fmall  veflels  that  waited  for  them,  V'^^ 
bat,  by  reafon  of  the  low  water,  could  cdme  no  nearer  to    ''^^^* 
them.     Here  they  flood  feme  time  to  breithe,  and  confult    . 
•how  to  gain  their  IhipS  with  the  leaft  danger.     They  agreed 
to  fland  firm,  and  defend  the  pafs,  till  all  the  foldiery,  efpe- 
dally  the  wounded,  were  got  into  the  long-boats.     Th6 
Turlijb  aga,  in  a  rage  tb  fee  fo  many  captives  efcape  them^ 
tried  in  vain  to  diflodge  them  from  then:  pofl,  one  while  by 
making  hb  horfe  difihount^  and  with  their  fcymitars  attempt 
\o  cut  down  the  pikes  which  the  knights  pointed  towards  them  ; 
it  another!  time  by  making  them  remount,  and  annoy  them 
Widi  thdr  fmall  arms.  At  length  the  commander  Cajfiere^  who 
had  the  care  of  the  ilandard  of  the  order,  moved  forwards 
into  the  fca,  followed  by  the  reft  of  the  knights,  wading 
through  it  with  the  water  up  to  their  middle,  and,  in  fpite  of 
the  fire  of  the  furkifb  muflcetfy,  gained  the  long-boats,  and 
Were  fafely  received  into  their  gallies,  with  joyful  acclama- 
fions,  whilft  fome  of  their  brethren,  who  had  flood  firm  to 
lacilitate  the  fhndard^bearer's  retreat.  Were  all  dcftroyed  by 
the  enemy's  continual  fire. 

Thus  ended  that  unfortiinaf*,  enterprize,  in  which  the 
brder  lofl  a  great  number  of  their  beft  commanders,  and  a 
touch  greater  of  their  forces.  On  their  arrival  at  Maltkd, 
thdr  brave  commaiider  Strozzi  ¥ms  forced  to  be  carried  on 
a  plank  from  his  veflel  to  his  palace,  attended  by  the  (hattered 
remains  of  his  knights,  the  greateft  part  of  whom  were  i^ 
almoft  as  bad  a  condition  as  he,  though  all  their  mouths  wer^j 
hUof  encomiums  on  his  extraordinary  bravery,  conduft,  and 
intrepidity.  lyOmedes  was  perhaps  the  only  one  in  the 
^hole  ifland  who  fecretly  ^rejoiced  at  his  late  difafter,  and 
thought  him  worthy  of  much  bett^  fuccefs ;  and  it  is  not 
improbable  that  his  fhrange  behaviour  towards  him  on  this 
toaiion,  was  one  bf  the  chief  motives  that  induced  him  to 
Mod.  Hist.  Voil.  XIX.  P  r«« 
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put  again  to  fea  before  his  wounds  were  half-healed,  and  to 
fpend  the  remainder  of  the  fummer  in  cruifing  along  the  /!£?- 
Sterraneany  as  far  as  the  mouth  of  thtNilc\  in  which  expe- 
didon  he  fuccceded  fo  well,  that  he  not  only  became  the  ter- 
ror of  the  Turkijb  and  Barbary  corfairs,  but  likewife  of  the 
merchantmea,  whole  fleets  of  which  he  took  upon  thofefeas, 
and  brought  them  to  Maltha^  with  all  their  rich  cargoes,  with 
which,  as  well  as  the  number  of  Haves  he  made  out  of  both, 
he  reflored  plenty  and  opulence  to  the  whole  illand. 

M«CH  about  the  fame  time  the  news  came  of  the  fuccef- 
iion  of  queen  Mary  to  the  Englifti  throne,  accompanied  with 
loud  encomiums  on  her  for  her  extraordinary  zeal  againft  the 
proteAant  religion,  and  her  noble  refelution  to  redore  to  the 
church  all  the  lands  which  her  Either  had  taken  £rom  it, which 
fUkd  the  whole  order  with  an  univerfal,  though  (hort-Iived, 
7hi  grand,  joy,     D'Omedes  lived  only  to  (hare  in  the  firft  rejoicings  that 
mafier       were  made  on  that  occafion,  and  died  in  the  banning  of 
^«.  September  following,  in  the  8oth  year  of  his  age,  and  the  1 7th 

'553-    of  his  grand  mallerfliip.     The  great  care  he  ihewed  dn- 
,    ,  ring  the  whole  time  to  enrich  his  own  £unily,  to  the  prejudice 

of  the  public  treafury,  together  with  the  difpofitioa  he  made 
of  his  own  eifefls,  fo  incenfed  the  greateft  part  of  the  coun- 
cil, that  fome  of  them  propofed  turning  over  the  expencesof 
his  funeral  obfequies  to  his  executors ;  which,  however, was 
rejeAed  as  a  difgrace  to  the  order,  and  he  was  accordingly 
interred  with  the  ufual  folemnity  at  the  public  charge* 
Why    ^         When  the  chapter  was  convened  for  the  choice  of  a  foc- 
Strozzi      ceflbr,  Str&zzi^  who  had  fo  well  deferved  of  the  order,  had 
^^  ^^j      .the  good  wifhes  of  the  greateft  part  of  the  council,  and  after- 
jucciid      wards  of  the  eleftors  ;  till  Gagnon,  the  great  conlcryator  of 
•the  order,  and  one  of  the  elective  number,  came  to  give  his 
opinion ;  who  told  the  reft,  that  "  the  intereft  of  the  order, 
.**  at  this  prefent  time,  did  not  (o  much  require  a  perfon  of 
^*  known  bravery  and  cdnduft,  fuch  as  the  grand  prior  of 
''  Capua  undoubtedly  was,  as  one  who  was  abfolutely  free 
^  "  from  the  fpirit  of  party,  which  they  all  too  well  knew  he 
'  '^  \^a$  not.     You  are  all  fenfible  how  far  his  zeal  fdc  the  K- 
**  berty  of  Florence  carries  him  againft  the  houfe  of  Medicis; 
**  fliould  he  once  be  chofen  head  of  this  order,  and  have 
•     '^  our  gallies  and  naval  force  at  his  difpofal,  what  iecority 
**  can  you  have  that  he  will  not,  on  fpme  pretence  or  odter, 
**  turn  his  arms  againft  that  family,  and  bring  us  under  die 
"  rcfentment  of  the  emperor,  who  is  the  proteftor  and 
"  founder  of  that  houfe  ?     Will  not  Co/mo  himfelf,  who  is 
"  at  the  head  of  it,  try  to  mife  all  the  enemies  he  can,  both 

"  among  the  Chriftians,  and  even  among  the  Turks?  and  if 
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"  we  Ihould  be  beficged  by  the  latter,  what  fucconrs  could 
**  wc  hope  for  from  the  emperoTy  or  any  of  the  powers  of 
"  bdy  r*  This  fpcech  was  thought  fo  juft  and  difmterefted 
by  the  reft  of  the  elcftors,  that  thofe,  who  had  already  de- 
clared for  Strozzi,  readily  gave  up  the  point;  and  the  choice 
was  quickly  aft^r  declared  in  favour  of  Claudius  de  la  Sengle,  47-  Claa: 
of  the  French  tongue,  then  grand  hofpitaller  of  the  order,  ^^"*  j'*  '■ 
and  their  ambaflador  at  the  court  of  RGme^  where  his  eleftion  *°*^* 
was,  by  the  pope's  exprefs  orders  to  the  governor  of  the 
caftlc  of  Su  JngelOf  puhlifhed  by  the  fire  of  its  whole  artil- 
kiy.   Upon  his  waiting  upon  the  pontif  to  pay  him  the  ufual 
bomag^,  he  had  the  honour  to  dine  with  him,  and  was  dif- 
milled  with  all  the  marks  of  his  eftccm.    The  viceroy  of  Si- 
iifyf  having  foihetime  after  invited  him  to  Mejfinay  where  the 
Mdthefi  gallies,  under  the  command  of  the  grand  prior 
Strozzi^   were  to  convey  him  to  Maltha^  fent  an  exprefs 
to  the  emperor,  to  know  in  what  manner  he  fhould  receive 
him ;  and  was  anfwered,  that  he  (hould  not  fear  ftiewing  too 
much  honour  to  the  head  of  an  order  which  was  the  bul- 
wark  of  his  Italian  dominions  ^, 

He  wa$  accordingly  received  with  all  the  marks  of  efteetft 
by  the  viceroy,  and  by  the  emperor's  envoy  Acugna,  who 
was  fent  thither  by  that  politic  monarch,  unde^  pretence  in- 
deed of  congratulating  him  on  hid  eleftion,  but  in  reality  to 
treat  with  him  on  a  more  important  fubjeA;  which  plainly 
Ihewed,  however,  that  the  great  refpeft  which  was  paid  to 
him  was  rather  political  than  fincere.     Accordingly,  at  the 
aodience  he  had,  he  propofed  to  the '  grand  mafter,  in  the 
emperor's  name,  the  removal  of  the  order  to  the  city  of  y^ri-  Tbgemp^^ 
ca^  lately  taken  by  his  forces,  which  would  recompenfe  the  ^^^  ^fftrs 
k)6  ^Tripoli.    In  confideration  of  which,  added  the  envoy,  ^^*ownof 
and  of  the  expence  that  fuch  a  removal  muft  be  attended  ^  ^*^  '^ 
with,  his  imperial  majefty,  who  makes  no  difference  between '  ^  ^^r 
the  intereft  of  the  order  and  his  own,  will  engage  to  pay  a 
perpetual  penfion  of  72,000  livres  ^er  annuniy  out  of  his  Si- 
ciBan  revenues.     The  grand  mafter  eafily  faw  through  the 
drift  of  that  propofal ;  neverthelefs,  after  the  ufual  formality 
of  thanks,  he  excufed  himfelf  from  engaging  further  in  ft 
without  the  participation  of  the  council ;  adding,  that  if  he 
pleafed  to  accompany  him  to  Maltha,  he  (hould  be  admitted 
to  all  the  confultations  held  about  it,  and  be  able  to  judge  of 
the  fincere  defire  he  had  of  obliging  the  emperor.    The  en- 
voy readily  accepted  the  invitation,  and  embarked  with  him 

.^  ■  Bavdoin,  Vertot,  &  al«  ubi  fup. 
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in  the  Malthefe  fquadron,  which  arrived  fafe  at  the  illand  oa 

'S54*    ^^  ^^  ^^y  ^^  ^^  new  year. 

The  ceremonies  of  nis  inHalment  were  no  fooner  over 

than  a  general  council  Was  called^  in  which  Actigna  was 

feated  next  to  the  grand  mailer,  who,  after  the  firA  coinpli- 

ments  were  over,  defired  hiin  io  opSen  thie  contents  of  his 

Sight  Je*  commilfion;  which  he  readily  did.     Upon  which  it  was  un- 

/futietfent  animoiifly  refolved,  that  eight  of  th6ir  antient  commanders 

tofurviy    {hould  be  ient  to  take  a  fiill  furvey  of  the  ftrength  and  litQ- 

Africa.      ation  of  the  place. 

These,  upon  their  return,  iti^de  a  favtmrable  report  <^ 
it/  (6  far  as  related  to  the  conditidti  ^nd  Tortifications  of  the 
city ;  but  o'bjefled,  that,  ^'  Seing  built  upon  a  peninfula,  jes- 
ting out  into  the  (ea,  it  had  no  convenient  haven  to  (heltdr 
the  ihi^s ;  and  that  the  fpaclous  champaign  that  (\xx* 
rounded  it  on  the  other  three  fides,  being  inhabited  bj 
"  Moors  and  Arahsy  who  would  not  brook  to  have  the  order 
'*  fixed  in  their  neighbourhood,  it  would  coft  immenfe  fums 
'*  yearly  to  maintain  a  fufHcient  force  to  oppbfe  the  coniinaal 
*'  inroads  thofe  infidels  would  make  to  ixi  very  gates."  T6 
all  this  they  added,  that,  ''  in  cafe  it  fhould  at  any  fime  tie 
**  befieged,  its  great  diflance  from  Europe  would  prevent  its 
*^  receiving  any  fuccours  fpeedily  enough  from  thence;  and 
'*  that,  in  fuch  cafe,  they  mnft  be  obliged  to  abandon  theur 
**  fea-exploits,  and  the  defence  of  Chriflian  commerce,  to  the 
prejudhe  of  Chriftendom,  and  carry  their  arms  into  remote 
parts  of  Terra  Firma,  in  order  to  keep  their  neighbours 
within  their  boundaries,  contrary  to  the  fpirit  of  their  or- 
*«  der,  and  the  kno\Vii  praftice  of  all  their  predecefTors,  even 
**  when  they  were  mucn  more  powerful  and  opulent  than 
**  they  now  were°." 
^beeoundl  A  REPORT  like  this,  made  by  eight  of  the  mofl  experl- 
eUtemuM  enced  commanders,  eafily  determined  the  council  to  /lay  la 
t9ftaf  at  the  old  fettlement.  Upon  which  they  fent  two  of  their  chi 
Maltha.^  members  on  an  ambafly  of  thanks  to  the  emperor,  and  foi 
apprife  him  of  the  motives  which  obliged  them  to  decline 
his  kind  propofal.  At  the  fame  time,  to  appeafe  the  viceroy 
oi  Sicily s  refentment,  who  threatened  to  withdraw*  his  ufual 
fupply  of  corn  from  them,  being  informed  that  the  Turkijh 
corfairs  fwarmed  upon  his  coafls,  and  had  appeared  before 
•  Palermo,  they  difpatched  five  of  their  gallies,  under  tb« 
command  of  Strozzi,  againfl  them.  Strozzi  made  the  greater 
fpeed  to  go  in  quefl  of  them,  not  only  as  the  fea  was  become^ 
ia  fame  meafure,  his  element,  but  becaufe  he  perceived  him 

^  Au6t.  fupra  citat, 
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£ff  to  be  itrfpedled  to  have  had  a  hand  in  the  death  of  the 
p^nd  confervator  Gagnon^  and  two  other  knights  of  diftin- 
cHoOy  who  had  been  poifoned  by  his  chief  ferv^nts  and  con- 
fidentSy  foon  after  they  had  oppofed  his  eleAion.  Upon  his 
arrival  at  Palermo^  he  receiyoJ  a  letter  from  his  elder  bro- 
ther, Peter  Strozzi,  acquainting  him,  that  the  French  king 
had  given  him  the  command  of  his  land-forces  in  Ilaly,  and 
invited  him  to  take  that  of  his  gallies,  and  to  a6t  in  conftant 
concert  with  him.  Whatever  his  refentment  might  be  againfl 
the  French  monarch,  his  affairs  at  this  time  eafily  determined 
him  to  facriiice  it  to  his  inveterate  enmity  againfl  the  houfe 
ciMedicis.  The  difficulty  was  in  the  withdrawing  himfelf 
and  fleet  out  of  Palermo,  without  giving  fome  umbrage  to 
the  viceroy,  who  had  been  ordered  by  the  emperor  to  keep  a 
watchful  eye  over  him,  and,  upon  the  lead  appearance  of 
his  holding  a  correfpondence  with  his  brother,  to  caufe  him 
to  be  arrefted. 

To  remqv^  as  much  as  pofRble  all  fufpicion  from  the  vice-  StrQzzi 
roy,  he  entertained  him  with  a  long  detail  of  the  ill  returns  aftif/fj  the 
he  had  received  from  the  French  court,  and  of  fome  projefts  wfr^jr©/* 
whfch  he  had  formed  to  be  revenged  on  that  ungrateful  and  Sicily, 
perfidious  nation ;  and  adled  his  part  fo  well,  that  the  vice-: 
roy,  who  wanted  to  engage  him  in  the  emperor's  fervice,  in-; 
ftead  of  fufpedling,  b^gan  to  think  himfelf  fure  of  him. 
They  were  at  dinner  together,  when  a  gentleman  of  Strozzi's 
retinue  came  and  told  him,  that  he  had  been  juft  taking  an 
airing  at  fea,  and  had  obferved  three  Turkijb  corfairs  in  a 
neighbouring  creek,  which  might  be  eafily  furprifed,  with  a 
little {[ood  difpatcli.     Strozzi  immediately  rofe  up,  and,  with 
a  pleafing  fmile,  told  the  viceroy,  that  "  hg  vould  bring  a 
**  good  account  of  them  to  him  before  he  was  rifen  from 
"  table ;"  and,  making  all  the  fpeed  he  could,  fqon  gained 
his  gallies,  which  were  all  armed,  and  ready  for  failing,  ac- 
cording to  the  directions  he  had  before  given  to  the  gentle- 
man above-mentioned  (for  this  was  a  concerted  flratagem) ; 
fo  that  he  immediately  failed  away  unfufpefted  ;  and  whea 
he  was  got  far  enopgh  out  of  fight,  he  made  direftly  for  the 
ifland  oi Maltha.    At  his  arrival,  he  refigned  his  command- ^^j?»'  hh  * 
of  the  gaffies,  in  which  he  was  fuccceded  by  the  commander  cQmMan4^^ 
Dela  Faletta;  but  infifled,  that  two  vefTels,  being  his  own 
property,  and  a  third  his  brother's,  he  would  go  a  cruifing 
on  his  own  bottom ;  in  which  he  was  accompanied  by  a  great 
number  of  young  volunteers.     We  fhall  follow  him  no  far- 
ther in  his  other  expedidons,  having  no  more  relation  to  the 
Malthefe  order ;  but  only  obferve  to  our  curious  readers,  that 
being  (ailed  for  Tu/cany,  and  going  to  reconnoitre  the  place. 
*     *       '  P  3  yrhicl\  . 
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which  hedefigned  to  lay  fiege  to,  he  was  kaowa-by  a  peafant, 

Killed hj  a  who  lay  hid  amongft  the  reeds,  and  who  immediatelj  ihoc 

fea/ant,     him  in  the  iide»  whence  he  was  carried  to  his  galley,  and 

died  of  the  wound  on  the  next  day  p.    This  was  the  fadca- 

taflrophe  of  that  brave  commander,  who  might  have  been  an 

honour  and  pillar  to  th^  order,  had  not  his  inveteracy  againft 

the  houfeof  A&dV/j  mifled  him  into  unjuflifiable^ieafures. 

Succeeded       La  Valette,  his  fucceflbr  in  the  command  of  the  gallies, 

h  La  Va-  proved  no  lefs  diligent  and  fuccefsful  againft  the  7iur^/,wbom 

^tte.         he  quite  drove  from  the  coafts  of  Naples  and  Sicily ^  an4 

wbofe  example  induced  f^pveral  of  the  wealthieft  commanders 

to  equip  vef^s  at  their  own  charge,  by  which  they  kept  tbefi^ 

feas  •  almpft  clear  of  that  deftruAive  vermin.     Their  nui^: 

l>er  and  fuccefs  quickly  alarmed  the  ftates  of  Barbary^  who, 

as  we  have  formerly  feen,    lived  chiefly  by  the  piratical 

trade. 

These,  and  the  merchants  who  traded  towards  Conjlan* 
tinople^  and  Other  parts  of  the  Turkijb  empire,  and  often  fell 
likewife  into  the  hands  of  the  Malthefey  went  and  made  fuch 
loud  con^plainti  at  the  Porte  againil  them,  that  the  foltan 
promifed  to  drive  them  out  of  that  illand,  as  he  had  already 
done  out  of  Rhodes  ;  but  tho'  he  was  at  this  time  fo  taken 
up  el&where,  that  the  order  was  in  no  prefect  danger  from 
liis  quarter,  yet  that  did  not  hinder  the  new  grand  mafter*s 
inaking  all  proper  preparations  againft  him,  by  adding  new 
fortifications,  and  filling  his  magazines  with  corn  and  other 
yrovifions,  and  the  arfenals  with  all  warlike  ftores,  againft  a 
iiege  ;  whilft  his  admiral,  and  other  commanders,  were  ftill 
Ringing  in  vaiiety  of  prizes.  We  are  even  told,  that  the 
former  ventured  as  far  as  the  mouth  of  the  river  M/^,  whence 
he  brought  three  large  veflels  laden  with  corn  for  Con^cn- 
tinople, 
J  dreadful  THUS  far  every  thing  went  fuccefsfully  on,  when  this  tran- 
Jlorm,  quUlity  was  all  at  once  difturbed  by  an  unexpeded  calamity, 
90  lefs  dreadful  and  deftru^live  than  it  was  violent  and  ^i^rt- 
Uved.  This  was  a  fudden  hurricane,  which  happened  on  the 
Z^d  oi  September,  in  the  afternoon,  which  blew  with  fuch 
fury,  that,  in  the  fpace  of  one  half-hour  it  lafted,  it  threw  tho 
fea  into  fuch  convuifions,  that  it  Shattered  ippfl  of  the  (hips 
]/x  pieces  one  againft  another,  overturned  four  of  their  gal- 
Hes,  with  all  their  crews,  and  left  them  with  their  keels  up* 
wards,  by  which  moft  of  the  officers,  {ailors,  and  ilaves, 
were  drowned,  or  crufhed  to  death.  The  boufes  near  the 
haven  were  all  blown  down,  and  the  caftle  ot  St.  Jngelo  very 

>  Baudoin,  ubi  ftp.  c.  j",  8e  fe<i.  Virtot,  abi  fwp. 
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ipoch  damagtd  by  the  violence  of  the  different  whirI\(^iods, 
which  feemed  engaged  againft  one  another ;  infomucb  that 
the  tree,  on  which  the  ftandard  of  the  order  was  fixed,  was 
lifted  up  and  carried  away  ne^ir  a  mile  from  its  place.  TbeGrM/ 1^ 
?aift  fwelling  of  the  fea  Joined  to  the  rains  that  poured  downi^>J». 
in  conftant  meams,  feemed  to  threaten  the  whole  ifland  with 
otter  deftru£lion,  and  would  moft  certainly  have  been  at- 
tended with  great  difafters,  had  it  continued  much  longer. 

The  'odm  that  fucceeded  within  half  an  hour  after  was 
hardly  lefs  terrible  to  the  fight,  by  the  number  of  fhipwrecks 
and  fragments,  and  dead  bodies,  that  covered  the  furface  of 
the  waves,  and  the  number  of  houfes  that  were  laid  In  ruins 
ia  that  fhort  time,  and  much  more  fo  by  the  night  which  in- 
tervened, and  prevented,  in  a  great  meafure,  that  fpeedy  fuc- 
cour  which  might  otherwife  have  been  given  to  thofe  who 
were  flill  expofed  to  the  greateft  danger,  both  on  the  water 
snd  on  the  land,  and  more  particularly  to  thofe  who  were  in 
the  four  overturned  gallies  above-mentioned;   fo  that  the 
grand  mafter,  and  the  other  members  of  the  convent,  who 
were  come  to  give  the  beft  orders  they  could  to  the  afliftants, 
were  obliged  to  flay  till  the  next  daylight  before  they  could 
fet  them  afloat.    As  foon  as  that  appeared,  they  made  to- 
wards  them,  and  caufed  fome  of  the  planks  to  be  pulled  up; 
upon  which  a  monkey  flaried  out.    They  took  up  as  many 
of  the  men  as  they  could  come  at ;  among  whom  was  the 
famous  RomegaSf  a  knight  of  the  tongue  of  Provence^  of 
whom  we  fhall  have  frequent  occafion  to  fpeak  in  the  fequd» 
and  fome  others,  who  had  remained  all  night  with  the  water  , 
up  to  their  chins.    The  fame  affillance  was  given  to  the  other 
gallies,  fome  of  which  were,  after  great  labour  and  difficulty, 
let  on  float,  and  others,  particularly  the  carack,  were  quite 
(battered,   and  rendered  unfit  for  further  fervica.    Some  of 
the  men  were  taken  up  half- dead,  and  many  more  really 
drowned  or  flifled  for  want  of  air.    The  lofs  of  both  m^a 
and  veflels  was  very  confiderable.    The  grand  mafler,  to 
fheur  a  good  example,  caufed  a  new  galley  to  be  built  at 
Meffina,  which  the  pope  was  fo  generous  as  to  fnrnifh  with  a 
proper  number  of  his  own  flaves,  which  were  fetched  out  of 
fcveral  of  his  jails,  to  row  it.  to  Maltha.     The  refl  of  his 
wealthiefl  commanders  did  the  fame  at  their  own  expenc^s, 
as  did  alfo  fome  European  princes ;  fo  that  this  great  lofs  was 
repaired  in  a  very  little  time^ 

But  in  the  mean  while,  Dragut^  their  implacable  enemy, 
having  been  informed  of  this  great  difafter,  had  gathered  up 

*  Bavdoih,  ubi  fupra,  c.  8.  Vertot,  obi  fupra,  p.  367,  Sc 
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Sragot     vrhat  corfairs  he  could,  and  took  that  opportunity  of  makiag 
ffn*venotit  a  defcent  upon  the  ifland  with  feven  gallies.  He  ravaged  the 
ofih^        whole  country,  and  made  a  great  number  of  the  inhatntanti 
i^^**'**"*'^  prifoners  ;  but  before  he  could  regain  his  ihips,  he  was  fo 
great  lift*  fiej-cdy  attacked  by  the  commander  Lajiicy  grand  marflial  of 
the  order,  at  the  head  of  300  knights,  that  he  was  obliged 
to  retreat  with  the  utmoft  fpeed,  with  the  lofs  of  a  great 
number  of  his  men,  and  of  all  his  plunder.     The  grand 
prior  of  France  failed  immediately  in  pqrfuit  of  him,  and, 
not  being  able  to  overtake  him,  went  and  wreaked  his  rcfent- 
ment  on  the  coafts  of  Barbary^  and  returned  with  feveral 
confiderable  pri7xs  from  thence;  fo  that  the  order,  in  a  little 
time,  recovered  its  priftlne  fuperiority  at  fea  by  the  fucceflcs 
-and  valour  of  its  commanders.   On  the  other  hand,  Dragut, 
and  the  reft  of  the  Barhary  corfairs,  ^ere  not  wanting  in 
their  refentmcnts ;  and  tho*  they  fhunned  meeting  the  liah 
thefe  gallies  at  open  fea,  yet  they  would  now-and-thehcMne 
and  burn  fome  of  them  in  the  dead  of  night  in  theiir  ▼cry 
harbours  ^ 
iSTru;    •         Soon  after  they  had  recovered  their  lofs  by  the  hurricane 
$r9ubla.     lately  mentioned,  another  difafter  happened,  which  caufed  no 
fmall  uneaflnefs  and  animofity  in  the  convent,  befides  expof- 
ing  the  order  to  the  refentment  of  the  moft  powerful  princes 
in  Europe.     We  have  already  hinted,  that  Strozzi,  ajftcr  he 
he  had  laid  down  his  commifGon  of  admiral  of  their  gallies, 
had  obtained  fome  of  them  as  belonging  to  him  and  his 
brother ;  and  that  this  laft  accordingly  challenged  and  kept 
them  as  his  own,  after  his  brother's  death,  though  one  only 
belonged  to  him.     The  he  was  obliged  to  join  with  fome 
French  ones,  then  riding  zxCivitaVecchiai  becaufe,  being 
^     commander  of  the  French  forces  in  Italy ^  he  could  not  take 
the  care  of  them.     The  Ihips  were  then  under  the  com- 
mand of  Sforza^  grand  prior  of  Lombardy^  brother  to  the 
cardinal  of  that  name;  ^pj\A  Camerhngo  to  the  holy  fee. 
Sforza^  foon  after  quitting  the  fervice  oi  France  for  that  of 
Spain^  in  concert  with  his  brother,  carried  off  two  of  the 
French  gallies,  whilft  a  Piedmontcfc^  named  Moretio^  did  the 
fame  by  two  of  Strozzi\  which  he  carried  to  the  port  of 
Villa  Franca^  belonging  to  the  duke  of  Savoy.     This  trea- 
chery occafioned  a  furious  conteft  between  the  pope,  the  em- 
.pcror,  the  Fr^nc A  king,  and  the  duke  of  ^^2t;oy-,  which  be- 
ing foreign  to  this  part  of  our  hiftorj%  we  /hail  refer  our 
readers  to  the  account  which  will  be  given  of  it  in  the  fup- 
ieeding  part  of  this  work.     The  grand  mafter  was  not  only 

^  Au6t.  fupra  citat.' 
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blamed  for  the  fharc  he  had  in  it,  by  each  of  the  powers  con- 
cerned in  the  afFair,  according  to  the  feveral  views  and  jn- 
wefts  they  had  in  it,  but  likewife  by  the  members  of  the 
oooVcnt,  in  which  each  tongue  took  the  part  of  its  own  nation 
wiA  fuch  warmth  as  muft  have  proved  of  dangerous  confe- 
qiieace,  had  not  the  matter  b^n  timely  compromifed. 

BiTT  the'  the  whole  matter  had  been  deteripined  with  the 
grcatcft  prudence  and  equity,  it  by  no  means  allayed  the  dif- ' 
feniions  and  heart-burnings  between  the  difFbrent  tongues. 
The  l»tter  reflections  which  they  continually  threw  out 
jgainft  each  other,  and,  in  many  cafes,  glanced  upon  the 
grand  mafter  himfelf,  if  not  chiefly  aimed  at  bim,  fcnfibly 
aftfted  him.  The  ill  offices  and  exaftions  of  the  viceroy  of 
iicify  on  the  com  which  was  brought  from  that  ifland,  con- 
trary to  the  old  treaty  with  the  emperor,  were  interpreted  as 
thecfiefts  qf  that  monarch's  refentment  againfthim.  Thefe 
and  other  grating  things  which  occurred,  made  fo  deep  ^nThegrmMd 
fmpreffion  on  his  mind,  that  he  might  be  more  properly  faid  fnafier  dht 
to  have  langui/hed  out  than  lived  the  fhort  remainder  of  his  ^^'^V- 
days.  He  died  on  the  1 8  th  of  Jitgiiji  1557,  in  the  4  th  year 
of  his  grand  mafterfhip,  leaving  behind  him,  befides  the 
confiderable  fums  he  had  fpent  in  the  fortifications  of  the 
Ifiand,  above  60,000  crowns  in  h}s  own  coffers,  to  the  public 
treafury  of  the  order.  In  gratitude  for  which  genero/ity, 
the  chapter,  which  had  given  him  leave  to  frequent  it  at  his 
fifcretion,  ordered  12,000  livres  out  of  it  to  be  prefented  to 
his  oSece,  as  an  addition  to  her  dowry,  and  another  fum  was 
ordered  to  be  laid  out  in  fome  fplendid  ornaments  for  the 
church,  on  which  his  name  and  coat  of  arms  were  richly  em- 
broidered «.  Before  his  death,  he  caufed  a  farther  inquiry 
to  be  made  into  the  prc>cefs  intended  ngainfl  the  commander 
^Wkt,  late  governor  of  Tripoli^  who  had  been  till  then  de- 
tamed  in  prifon,  and  ordered  him  to  be  fet  at  liberty;  but 
whether  his  fear  of  difobliging  the  party  of  the  fete  d'Orne" 
<fe/,  who  had  profecuted  him  with  fo  much  rancour,  or  any 
other  private  motive,  intimidated  him,  he  did  not  venture  to 
extend  his generoiity  farther  than  that;  fo  that  this  brave  of- 
ficer, who  would  have  been  in  all  probability  raifed  to  the 
grand  mafterihip,  had  he  commanded  any-where  but  in  7>f- 
M',  was  ftill  forced,  after  a  cruel  imprifonment  of  fome 
years,  to  live  a  poor  obfcure  life,  fuitable  to  his  di%race,  and 
^  a(?t  reftored  to  his  priHine  dignities  till  the  beginning  of 
h'afocccflbr's  government.  » 

■  Baudoim, IrxVi  Vehtot,  t.  vv.  l.xi.  p.  379,  k  feq. 
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18.  jokn      Hb  was  fucceedcd  by  the  famed  coauDander  John  de  k 
e  la  Va-  VaUtte^  furnamed  Parifot^  of  the  tongue  of  Provence^  a  per* 
ktte.        foa  of  great  valour  aud  experience,  who  had  regularly  pafled 
through  all  the  other  dignities  of  the  arder»  and  who,  fooa 
after  his  ele<SlioQ,  recovered  a  great  number  of  refponficms. 
and  other  revenues^  which  had  been  detained  or  fiipprefletL 
both  in  Genxkony  and  Venice^  The  former  had  been  alifnalen 
durii\g  the  troubles  which  the  Huffites  had  raifed  in  moA  of 
the  northern  councrieSi  and  the  latter  under  pretence  that 
moft  of  theirs  were  employed  in  defence  of  Chriftiauity  agaioft* 
the  I'urh*    Hi$  next  care  was,  after  a  freih  examination  of 
Falier's  caufe,  to  do  juflice  to  his  innocence  aAd  merit,  by 
declaring  all  his  former  acculations  falfe  and  unj[uA,  and  be-, 
Aowing  upon  him  the  rich  bailiwick  of  Lango^     fiy  tbistimt; 
the  new  viceroy  of  Sicily^  deiirous  of  f^aalizing  his  govera% 
ment  by  fon^o  remarkable  fervice,  had  laid  a  pr(^^  foe 
wrenching  the  city  of  Tripoti  out  of  Dragui^s  hands^  wha 
commanded  in  chief  in  it,  and  had  caufed  the  fortificatkm 
.both  of  the  city  and  caftle  to  be  augmented  vtith  freih  outt 
works,  in  order  not  only  to  make  it  his  place  of  arms,  (roQ 
whom  he  fent  his  corfairs  on  their  ufual  excurfions  agaioft 
Maltha^  Naples y  and  Sicify,  but  alfo  a  &fe  recctptacle  for  aU  di^ 
piratical  crews  oi  Algiers ^  TtmU^  &c.     The  grand  mafterwa3 
Joins  in    eafjy  induced  to  join  in  tKe  enterprize,  which  no  lefe  coa» 
'the  enter'  cerned  the  ifland  of  Maltha  than  it  did  tht  Spani/b  domioioos 
frixe         jn  j^aly  ;  tho'  he  was  at  the  fame  time  apprifcd  from  feveral 
fS^'^A.     bands,  particularly  by  the  commander  Romegas,  of  the  vaft 
rnpoh.    preparations  that  were  making  at  the  Porte  to  make  a  frdh 
defcent  upon  the  ifland :  but  as  he  knew  alfo  that  they  woai4 
take  fome  time  longer  before  they  could  be  ready  to  fail,  he 
l[]ghtly  enough  ju^ed  that  if  tlie  expedition  againft  Tripi 
was  carried  on  with  due  diligence,  the  place  might  be  car- 
ried  before  the  Turki/b  fleet  cx)uld  come  to  its  afliilance; 
after  which  theimpei-ial  forces  might  aiCd  him  in  the  defeoc(S 
of  Maltha^  in  cafe  it  ihould  be  attacked  by  the  Turks.   With 
this  view  he  fent  the  commander  Cuariman  into  Sicily,  to 
haften  the  armament,  which  was  ordered  to  rendezroos  at 
Maltha^  under  the  command  of  John  de  Lacerta,  duke  oiJ^U* 
dina-Celi^  the  then  viceroy  of  that  ifland^  and  the  admiral  i^> 
na,  in  conjundion  with  him. 

The  misfortune  was,  that  the  two  former  proved  fo  (HI*- 
tory  in  their  preparations,  that  the  grand  mafter  began  to 
think  the  feafon  too  far  advanced  for  (uch  an  expedition,  aaJI 
advifed  them  by  his  letters  to  put  it  off  till  the  next  fpriogt 
but  the  young  viceroy,  afiaid  left  Philip  II.  who  was  no  great 
warrior,  (hould  alter  his  mind,  and  deprive  him  of  the  gior]^ 
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be  promxfed  himfelf  by  it,  would  lifteo  to  no  dday,  ind,  in 
ijpite  of  the  rigor  of  the  feafon,  fiuled  for  Maltha^  smd  arrived 
there  abont  the  middle  of  December  1559.  He  was  highly 
pkaied  at  the  honours  with  which  the  whole  order  received 
him,  and  much  more  fo  at  the  vaft  preparations  of  the  grand 
inafter*  and  the  numerous  appearance  of  fo  many  brave 
koi^ts  that  were  to  accompany  him,  and  who  were  all  men 
of  valour  and  intrepidity,  and  not  a  few  of  them  old  experi* 
enced  comman^rs ;  but  tho*  ex|»efsly  ordered  by  the  Icing 
his  mafter  to  be  direded  wholly  by  Lcl  VaktUy  yet  he  could 
not  be  brought  to  confent  to  any  farther  delay  than  the  com- 
v^oi  the  remainder  of  the  armament  from  Napks  and  DfU^ 
km,  which  being  at  length  arrived  about  the  beginning  of  / 

fAruary^  they  immediately  fet  about  a  plan  for  the  opera- 
tbas  of  the  campaiga*  The  grand  matter,  who  was  perfeAly 
well  acquainted  with  all  the  fortifications  which  Dragut  had 
cauled  to  be  made  to  the  place,  and  the  numerous  garrifc^ 
and  plenty  of  ammunition  he  had  put  into.it,  thought  him- 
felf obliged  to  lay  an  account  of  all  before  the  council  of 
war,  who  appeared  not  a  little  furprifed  at  it,  it  being  what 
tiH  thai  they  hardly  dreamed  of.  The  young  Lacerta,  a 
better  courtier  than  warrior,  appeared  fo  difconcerted  at  it,  ' 
that,  to  avoid  expollng  himfelf  to  fo  dangerous  an  enterprize^ 
he  immediately  propofed  making  their  firft  defcent  on  the 
fmall  ifland  of  G^r3^, which  had  no  other  fortifications  but  an 
old  caflle,  and  was  defended  only  by  a  few  j^rais.  This  the 
grand  mafter  rejefted  upon  feveral  accounts,  and  finding  him 
fiiil  deaf  to  all  his  reafonings,  whilft  the  reft  of  the  council 
ieemed  inclined  to  his  opinion,  he  plainly  told  him,  that  he 
m^ht  go  and  employ  his  forces  where  he  pleafed ;  but  that 
fince  Tripoli  was  the  place  to  which  his  mafter  had  fent  him, 
he  would  not  fuifer  one  of  his  own  Malthefe  gallies  to  accom- 
pany him  on  any  other  expedition  but  that.  This  he  fpoke 
in  fo  fteady  a  tone,  tliat  Lacerta  found  himfelf  obliged  to 
yield ;  and,  after  having  given  him  the  moft  folemn  aflurances 
that  he  would  not  go  upon  any  other  attempt  but  that,  and 
having  received  from  him  an  addition  of  200  pioneers,  to  afllft 
him  at  the  fi^e,  the  fleet  fet  fail  direflly  towards  Tripoli  on 
the  loth  of  Febnuiry,  How  the  viceroy  performed  his  pro-  The  ill 
mife,  the  ill  fucceis,  lofs,  and  difgrace,  he  met  with  in  i^ds/uccffi  of 
attempt  on  the  ifland  of  Gerba,  which  put  an  end  to  this  ex-  th^  expe* 
pedition,  we  have  elfewhere  fecn^  and  need  not  be  repeated  ^i^i^* 
here;  only,  with  refpeft  to  the  order,  we  muft  obferve,  that 
*  Vdng  obliged,  by  their  poft  of  honour,  to  be  always  fore- 

f  Vide  AuA.  tiip.citat. 
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mdft  hi  every  attack,  and  the  lafl  in  giving  way,  their  ]o 

was  ^he  mqft  confiderable,  through  the  cowardice  of  the  5 

-  cilian  geoeral,  by  whom  they  were  moil  (hamefolly  abandoot 

more  than  once  in  the  greateft  danger. 

jI  nt^w  It  was  much  about  the  fame  time,  that  Cojmoi  Avikt  of  7i| 

military    cany^  inftituted  his  new  military  order  of  knights  of  S/.  A 

9rdir       .  ^hen^  after  the  model  of  that  of  Maltha^  excepting  that  he  * 

founded  in,  cmpted  his  own  from  the  vows  of  celibacy,  poverty,  6f .  an 

Tufcany.  Qyiged  them  in  all  other  things  to  conform  to  thofe  of  JIfl 

tha ;  and,  whenever  they  met  with  any  of  their  gallies  at  ft 

to  join  themfelves  to  them,  and  aft  in  concert  with  tha 

Four  gallies  of  this  new  order,  commanded  by  Baccio  Mi 

.  telli^  having  met  with  feven  Malthefe  ones  near  the  Cape  i 

LupOy  commanded  by  Conzago  admiral  oi  Malt  hay  gavetlid 

the  firft  falute,  and  put  himfelf  and  fquadron  under  t 

command.    Thefe  eleven  gallies  began  to  icour  thefe  A 

i  with  fuch  fuccefs,  that  they  took  a  vaft  numbed  of  Barha 

and  other  Turkijh  corfairs,  recovered  fevcral  Chriilian  ve/18 

that  bad  b^n  taken  by  them,  and,  at  the  end  of  their  criiii 

before  they  parted,  thofe  of  St,  Stephen  went  and  paid  tlw 

.  rcfpcfts  to  the  grand  mafter,  from  whom  they  m^t  with 

.gracious  reception.     The  joint  fuccefs  they  had,  within  di 

fpace  of  about  two  months,  foon  induced  Valette  to  caol 

two  larger  gallies  more  to  be  built  at  his  own  charges;  an 

his  example  was  quickly  followed  by  feveral  wealthy  oxk 

inanders;  by  which  means  the  order,  in  a  little  time,  mad 

up  the  great  lofs  they  had  fuftained  at  the  ifle  of  Gerha^  a« 

became  more  powerful  at  fea  than  it  had  ever  been  fmcc  it 

foundation.  Hot  only  by  the  number  of  their  (hips,  butmnd 

more  by  ths  valour  and  experience  of  their  commanders,  mo| 

of  whom  were  fit  to  command  a  whole  fleet. 

Thi  hra^e     We  have  had  occaiion  to  mention  the  famed  Romegas,  J 

exploits  ^perfon  of  a  ftern  and  undaunted  difpofition,  whofpcntth 

)^omega».greateft  part  of  his  life  at  fea,  and  fuffered  neither  officer 

nor  foldiers  to  belong  to  him,  but  fuch  who  were  of  tb( 

fame  martial  and  intrepid  courage  with  himfelf.     Thiscoffl 

mander  meeting  on  the  coafts  of  Sicily  a  galley  belonging  t( 

a  Calabrian  renegado,  named  Izuph  Concini;  who  was  kiioMii 

to  be  one  of  the  bloodieft  tyrants  of  the  Chrifti'an  flavcs,  at 

tacked  him  with  fuch  fury,  that  though  he  met  with  j 

defperate  defence,  yet  he  boarded  him  with*  fome  of  to 

braveft  knights,  (word  in  hand,  two  of  whom  were  kill^ 

at  his  fide  by  that  renegado,  who  had  then  in  his  vefTcl  25? 

foldiers,  befidcs  200  Chriftian  flaves  at  the  oar,    But  thflw 

laft,  feeing  Romegas  mafter  of  the  fhip,  one  of  them  p^^ 

bim  a  flroke  over  the  hpad,  which  threw  him  down.  Th? 

rei! 
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|cft  saimediately  fell  upon  him  with  the  fury  of  bull-dogs^ 
|md  tore  bis  fleflx  with  their  teeth,  from  one  bench  to  an" 
pther ;  fp  that  he  had  hardly  any  left  by  that  time  he  was  got 
^  the  laft.  Romegas  gave  them  their  liberty,  and  clapped  the 
Turkijb  pnfopers  to  the  oar,  and  brought  the  galliot  in  tri* 
iimph  to  MaJthdy    Many  fuch  noble  exploits  did  this  brave 
jxxnmander  perform,  which  we  have  no  room  to  infert,  by 
jirhich  he  became  the  tertor  of  all  the  Turkifb  corfairs  c. 
^  Not  long  after  this,  the  pope  having  fummoned  the  council  negranJ 
^''^ Trent ^  the  grand  mailer  xVay  invited  to  be  prefent  at  it;  mafitr  /«- 
I  he  contented  himfelf  with  fending  two  ambailadors  thi-  'tnudto    , 
«ir,  t;/z.  the  famed  Villegagnorii  foriiierly  mentioned,  and'^^^***^*' 
tfiyal  de  Portal  Rouge*  The  former  of  thefe  being  prevented  ^^Ti^nt. 
fj  iicknef^  and  old  age  from  ailiiling  at  it,  the  latter  only 
jMaired  to  thatailembly,  but  met  with  fome  difEculty  about 
|ettlin^  the  place  and  rank  he  was  to  hold  in  it ;  fomeq^  the 
JDembers  obje^ingagainft  an  ambaflador  from  the  head  of  a 
jjby-fraternity's  taking,  place  of  biflibps  amongft  the  amball^- 
^sof  crowned  heads..   The  contefl  was,  however,  com- 
^mifed,  to  the  iatisfa^ion  of  all  parties ;  after  which,  he 
WdrefTed  himfelf  to  tlie  aflembly  in  words  to  this  eSe£t\ 
'**  That  if  the  grand  mailer  was  not  there  prefent,  or  had  Hij  ok' 
f*  not  feht  him  fooner  as  liis  ^mbaflador  to  them,  it  wasow-  hajfaikr'i 
y  to  tKe  vali  nrnhber  of  co^airs  wtich  infefted  the  MdihefefP^tcb 
/<  chanel,  and  to  an  apprehenfion  the  order  was  in  of  being  ibtrei 
"  quickly  vifited  by  the  Turki/b  fleet,  which  had  been  long 
*^  equipping  for:  conquering  that  iiland:  That  if  the  order 
V  was  not  now  in  a  condition  to  make  head  againft  fo  power- 
'*  fill  a  force,  or  to  perform  fuch  glorious  exploits  againft  the 
*'  enemies  of  Chriftendom,  as  they  had  formerly  done*'  (fome 
of  the  moft  confiderable  of  which  he  enumerated),  "  it 
**  was  owing  to  their  being  deprived  of  many  of  their  beft 
"  priories  and  revenues,  not  only  by  thofe  princes  who  had 
**  embraced  the  reformation,  but  likewife  by  others  who  ftiU 
*'  adhered  to  the  church,  who  had,  in  this  refpeft,  openly  in* 
«<  vaded  the  rights  and  privileges  of  it."  He  concluded  with 
*'  praying  the  holy  fynod  to  confider  the  vai^  and  conftant 
*'  (ervices  they  had  done  to  Chriftianity  ever  fmce  their  foun- 
*'  datioD,  and  to  put  them  once  more  in  a  condition  of  ftill 
'*  doiqg  fo,  by  decreeing,  a  reftitution  of  their  antient  rights 
*^  and  revenues,  and  by  procuring  a  confirmation  of  their  de* 
"  crce  from  every  catholic  crowned  head." 

*  Bavooin,  nbifupra,  1.  xv.  &  ult.  xvi.  c.  i.  Ybrtot,  ubi 
fupra,p.  417,  &fcq.    , 
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^nfwirtQ  Tiis  prefident  having,  in  the  name  of  the  aflembly^givm 
i<«r.  him  a  general  promife  anfwerable  to  his  lequeft,  he  prefeated 
each  of  the  members^  with  a  memorial,  in  which  were  men* 
tioned  the  feveral  privileges  of  the  order  with  rdation  to  d)e 
priories  and  commanderies  {jcion^ng  to  it,  and  in  it  a  fiirdMr 
pedtion,  that  ^'  their  decree  might  exclude  ail  perfoos  d 
«'  whatibever  qnality  from  enjoying  them,  who  had  not  ta« 
''  ken  upon  them  the  three  vows  of  the  order.'*  But  thii 
was  too  delicate  a  point  for  the  pope's  cteatmes  to  meddie 
with  without  his  participation  ;  ana  it  is  more  than  probafak 
that  fome  of  them  apprifed  him  of  it  time  enough  for  him 
to  piit  a  ftop  to  it :  fer  he  let  them  know  foon  after,  that  tte 
matter  of  the  ambaflador's  requeft  belonged  fokly  to  him  t 
and  that  he  would  himfelf  take  proper  care  of  the  rights  asl 
privileges  of  that  order.  This  prevented  the  council's  far- 
ther proceedings  about  it ;  and  fius  IV.  we  are  told  %  fooa 
forgot  his  promife,  and  the  ferviees  which  they  had  done  tf 
religion,  particularly  to  Italy ^  Sicily,  and  other  parts,  in  fn^ 
Ing  them  from  the  incurfions  and  ravages  of  the  Turki/b  ^od 
Barbary  corfairs.  This  did  not  hinder  othcc  European  powers 
from  granting  feveral  confiderable  privileges  to  the  order,  par* 
ticularly  Charles  IX.  king  of  France,  duke  of  Savoy  ^  &c. 
fbi  Mai-  The  Spaniards,  in  the  fame  year,  having  made  a  fraide& 
thcfctf^  attempt  on  the  fea-port  of  Comer  de  Velez,  fitnated  on  tli 
thi  Spa-  Barbary  coaft,  and  not  above  forty  leagues  diftant  frem  thott 
iiiard«.  of  Spain,  refolved  to  make  a  frefli  one  on  the  next,  in-whicj 
*5^4-  they  invited  the  grand  mafter,  among  other  Chriftian  power% 
to  aflift  them,  which  was  readily  con^plied  with  by  Ls  Va^ 
lette;  who  furniflied  them  with  fome  of  his  beft  galRes  aai 
commanders,  as  well  as  with  a  confiderable  number  of  knighis^ 
who  greatly  a/Hfted  Don  Gardd,  who  commanded  in.  tbit 
expedition,  in  the  taking  both  that  town  and  Pegnon  Jk 
Velez ;  the  latter  of  which  proved  a  place  of  great  importr 
ance  to  the  Spaniards  for  fome  confiderable  time,  as  we  have 
elfewhere  fhewn.  The  lofs  of  which  place,  which  u&d  to 
be  a  fure  refuge  to  all  the  Barbary  corfairs,  who  were  here 
fipcure  from  purfuit  by  the  cannon  of  the  fortrefs,  greatly 
alarmed  the  whole  piratic  crew.  Dragut,  their  old  and  fied- 
(aft  friend,  foon  ordered  his  agent  to  reprefent  their  cafe  ta 
the  Porte  in  fnch  pathetic  terms,  that  Soliman  gave  them 
abfolute  promife  of  fuch  powerful  ailtftance  agsdnft  the  Spi 
niards  and  Malthefe,  that  they  would  have  no  caofe  to  bej 
longer  afi::aid  of  either.     Maltha  was  ^tched  upon  to  be 

•  Vbrtot,  ubifupra,  p.  425.  ^De  his  vide  Nab eaicr^ 
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firfi  beat  of  war,  againft  which  he  cattfed  a  powerful  fleet 
to  be  equipped,  and  all  the  other  military  preparations  to  be 
privately  made  s^nft  it ;  but  that  which  determined  that 
monarch  to  declare  his  intentions  more  publicly,  and  to 
kaften  his  armament,  was,  a  prize  which  feven  Malthefe  eal- 
les  had  made  of  two  of  his  largeft  and  rlcheft  galleons,  which 
were  laden  with  foffle  of  the  richeft  merchandizes  of  the 

Five  of  the  Mahbefe  galiies  which  belonged  to  the  order  A  HA 
were  commanded  by  the  admiral  CicUf  and  the  other  two  be-  galU9m 
loD^ng  to  the   grand  mailer  by  Romegaty  when  they  met '^^* 
ivith  the  f(Jtan*s  galleon  between  the  ifles  of  Zante  and  ^1?- 
fbabnia.     This  laft  carried  20  large  cannon,  befides  a  gre^t 
number  of  fmall  ones,  and  Was  commanded  by  BeiranOugly^ 
abrade  old  captain,  who  had  fome  of  the  beft  officers,  and 
about  2O0  janiflaries,   all  excellent  markfmen,  on  board. 
Ibft  clE  the  favourite  foltanas,  and  other  great  ladies  in  th6 
faag^o,  had  a  (hare  in  the  lading  of  it :  the  vellel  belonged 
to  one  of  the  chief  eunuchs  of  it,  who  was  the  mafter  of 
that  monarch's  pleafures.    Giou  fired  a  gun  to  bring  her  to ; 
but  was  anfwered  by  a  loaden  one  from  Ougly^  who  imme* 
diatdy  hoifted  up  the  flag  of  defiance.    The  two  Malthefe 
\  governors  had  wifely  agreed  to  attack  him  by  turns,  fo  as  to 
'  teep  a  conilant  fire  againft  him  ;  but  Ciou^  willing  to  carry 
oflT  the  greateft  (hare  of  the  glory,  was  rafii  enough  to  pufh 
fcis  gaily  quite  under  the  ftern  of  the  Turk^  whence  he  faw 
lum&lf  imiiiediately  furrounded  with  wild-fire,  and  his  men 
overwhelftied  with  voUies  of  large  ftones^  which  obliged  htm 
to  draw  olF  with  fpeed,  and  with  the  lofs  of  a  great  number 
of  bis  men.     Romegas  advanced  next  with  his  two  gallies, 
and  with   his  ufual  intrepidity,  but  received  a  (hot  whick 
overthrew  his  wale,  and  killed  20  of  his  men.    A  fecond, 
which  immediately  followed  it,  threw  another  fcore  of  them 
into  the  fea,  and  obliged  him  likewife  to  withdraw,  to  avoid 
being  funk  by  the  Hre  of  a  large  cannon  which  he  faw  level- 
led againft  him  betwixt  wind  and '  water.      They  then 
agreed  to  attack  the  Turk  in  flank,  by  two  on  each  fide,  and 
ii^e  fuch  a  terrible  fire  upon  it  as  kiUed  and  difabled  a  great 
Dumber  of  thejam/Taries,  yet  without  any  other  advantage : 
fo  that  they  found  themielves  obliged  to  call  in  the  reft  of 
their  galiies  to  their  affiftance. 

The  onfet  was  then  renewed  with  moft  obftinate  fury  00 
both  fides,  and  had  lafted  near  five  hours ;  and  the  Malthejk 
might  in  all  likelihood  have  been  obliged  to  fail  away  with  a 
confiderable  lofs,  had  the  Turks  been  able  to  play  all  their 
artiliery  againft.  them ;  but  the  greateft  part  of  it  was  un- 
fortunately 
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fortunatdy  hemmed  in  by  the  quantity  of  bales  which  the 
merchants  had  crouded  about  it,  fo  that  a  great  part  be- 
came ufelefs  through  their  greedinels.     By  tnis  misfortuDC 
the  fire  of  the  Malthefe  being  much  fuperior,  they  quick!) 
became  mailers  of  the  rich  velTely  not  without  vafl  lots  oil 
both  fides.     The  Chrifliaiis  had  above  fixfcore  men  killed^ 
among  whom  wer^  a  good  number  of  their  bravefl  khj^ts. 
The  Titrks  loft  above  80  of  their  janiflaries,  fomc  erf  tiior 
beft  officers,   and,  in  particular^  a  moft  expert  eogi&eer  at 
pointing  their  artillery,  befldes  a  much  greater  number  of 
wounded. 
Trtjh  com-     The  news  of  this  capture  failed  hot  of  making  great  ooiie 
plaints       both  at  Conjlaniinople,  and  iQuch  more  in  the  feraglio ;  aikl 
modi  to      though  Soliniart,  whd  looked  upon  it  as  the  higheS  ailfroat 
6oliman,  againft  his  houfliold,  wanted  no  fpur  to  his  refentment,  yet 
was  he  furrounded  not  only  ^y  thofe  who  had  a  (hare  in  the 
lofs,  but  by  crouds  of  his  own  officers.    Even  the^niufti  and 
his  tribe  came  and  complained,  that  the  Malibefe  galfies 
gready  obftruded  the  devodons  of  the  faithful,  and  their 
pilgrimages  to  the  prophet's  tomb;  and  that  their ifland 
Iwarmed  with  Turkift)  flaves,  who  groaned  under  a  moft 
cruel  and  fbameful  fervitude.     Even  the  head  imam,  or 
chief  preacher,  took  the  liberty  to  reprefent  to  him  In  his  ier- 
mon,  what  a  difgrace  it  vras  to  fo  pious  and  valiant  a  prince 
as  he  to  futfer  fo  many  piyriads  of  his  faithful  fubjefb  to 
^roaii  under  the  chains  of  thofe  fworn  enemies  of  their  pro* 
pHet  and  his  religion.    This  bft  fcene  was  doubtlefs  direAeJ 
under-hand  by  the  chief  eunuch  above-mentioned,  whofiir* 
nifhed  the  preacher  with  a  particular  lift  of  all  the  prizes, 
which  he  gave  him  then  a  full,  and  perhaps  a  much  exag^ 
gerated  account  of,  towards  the  clofe  of  his  fention,  whidi 
he  concluded  with  words  to  this  efTed  :  ''  All  thefe  veflel^ 
**  with   their  rich  lading,  their  foldiers,  and  failors,  havi 
**  been  feized  by  thofe  mercilefs  corfairs.     Thy  invindblt 
"  fword   alone  can   break  the   chains  of   thefe  linhappj 
**  wretches ;  the  fon  demands  his  father,  the  wife  her  hul* 
*^  band  and  children  of  thee,  and  all  of  them  cxpeA  fnud 
**  thy  juftice  and  powerful  drm  a  ipeedy  venseance  on  thdir 
**  moft  cruel  enemies."    Soliman  was  not  a  Uttle  moved  at 
the  boldnefs  of  the  preacher,  and  much  more  at  the  univer- 
fal  murmur  which  it  raifed  among  the  audience,  fo  contrary 
to  the  behaviour  of  the  Turks  in  their  mofques  ;  and,  to  pre- 
vent its  riling  to  a  greater  height,  folemnly  promifed  theiD« 
by  his  grand  vizier,  that  they  (hould  all  be  revenged  aiid  ia- 
tisfied  in  a  litde  time  \  and  retired,  fally  refolvedi  as  fooa  as 
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Jie)ns.ric{  of  his  war  in  Hungary ^  to  turn  his  whoW  forte 
ag^  fbe  Malt/fefir  \ 

flE  ajccordingly  held  a  geaeral  coaocil  ia  a  oeighbootirig  Solimttt 
fkin,  where  all  his  gicat  officers  ailifted  oa  horft^ck^  and  P^'^^/"  ^^ 
ia  which  the  cedu^on  of  thikt  iflaad  \va$  tiiMnimovfly  agreed  '^^^^ 
^  coDttary  to  the  advice  of  Ha&y  one  df  Drdgut*s  moft  ^^  ^'^ 
aperienced  captaifls,  who  was  fent  thither  for  that  purpofe, 
tad  who  ga^e  xhu  monarch  the  moft  fblid  argtiiderits  agalnft 
tkat  eoterprize ;  but  which  were  all  dver-mied  bf  the  reft 
of  (he  di^ao>  and  perhaps  by  the  fokan's  own  am^idoif  ao4 
r^featment  agaioft  the  whole  order.    One  of  bi^  AtA  cares^ 
therefore,  was,  to  iead  bmg^  fpics  in  the  difgoife  df  tiifltermen, 
to  take  a  full  view  of  the  idand,  who  found  means  tdbting  bim 
back  an  eza6l  plan  of  it,  with  all  its  fdrtifications,  havens; 
flreogthf  and  the  number  df  its  inhabitants^  ire.  whilft  he  wi(s 
iufteoing  his  vaft  armaments  againft  it.  .  Bf  this  cime,  as 
there  was  hardly  any  reafon  to  doubt  df  its  being  deflgnect 
iigtinft  this  illand,  the  viceroy  df  Sicily,  Don  OarcU.  was 
ordered  by  his  mafter  to  take  it  in  his  way  to  the  caftle  of 
C(dittai.  in  order  to  confult  with  the  grand  mafter  about  tb^ 
propereft  means  of  providing  againft  the  threatefltog  ftorm  $ 
b  tbgit  whether  it  fliould  fall  on  Maltha,  or  the  peonon  dt 
Vikz,  Qo  ihecoafts  of  Bariary^  or  on  any  of  the  S^nijh  do- 
fluaioyos  ia  Italy,  they  might  be  etiabied  to  affift  each  other; 
The  grand  mafter  acquainting  him,  that  in  cafe  his  ifland 
boald  be  attacked,  he^^uld  want  both  men  and  com, 
<itaxia  engaged  to  fiapply  him  with  both  vpon  his  return  to 
ikiiy  \  ia  pledge  of  which  he  left  one  of  his  fons  with  iiim,      .    ; 
who  was  afterwards  admitted  into  the  order;     He  was  ho  ^*^*|^*^* 
ibooa*  departed,  than  the  grand  mafter  fummoned  all  theJ^*"^*** , 
knights  of  the  order,  difperfed  through  feveral  parts  of  Eu-  ^''^'^'^^ 
r9p€,  to  repair  to  him.     Thofe  that  were  in  Italy  raifed  a  ^^^hiLt 
body  of  t>^o  thoufand  foot,  to  which  the  viccrdy  of  SicUy 
added  two  companies^  of  Spanifh  forces.     All  the  gallies  of 
the  order  were  employed  in  traofporting  thefe  troops,  toge^ 
tber  with  all  manner  of  provifions  and  ammunition,  into  th^ 
ifland ;  and  the  knights  that  were  in  it,  in  diftributing,  dif- 
ciplS^ing,  and  exercifing,  their  new  levies,  as  well  as  the 
Kaithffe  militia^,  againft  the  fi^. 

Thb  grand  mad[ler  faw  hlmfelf  by  this  time  ftrengthenecl 
b^  theanival  of  above  6do  knights ;  ail  of  whom  brought  with 
them  reciaues  >^  good  fto^t  fervants,  fit  to  aflift  in  the  de-' 
ipMce  of  ihe  idand  %  whilft  thofe,  who,  oy  reafon  of  age^ 

•  Baudoin,  1.  xvi.  c.  3,  4,  5.  Ve*tot,  t.  iv.  !.  xii;  p.  429; 
k  feq^.  U  436,  &  feq. 
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ficknefsy  or  other  impediments,  could  not  repsur  to  him,  dt- 

vefted  themielves  of  their  moft  precious  effefts,  to  af&ft  him 

with  their  purfes.    The  pope,  on  his  part,  contented  himfclf 

%  with  fending  a  good  round  fum  of  ko,ooo  crowns ;  and  the 

king  of  Spain  ordered  his  viceroy  Don  Garcia  to  raife  aa 

army,  of  20,000  men,  to  be  ready  to  fail  thither  as  (ooa 

as  adled  for.    The  grand  mafter,  like  a  moft  experienced 

commander,  as  employed  remainder  of  his  time  and  care 

in  vjfiting  all  the  forts,  magazines,  arfenab,  ire.   and  af- 

iigning  to  each  tongue  their  feveral  pofts,*  and  making  all 

^,  Oth    P^^P^  preparations  for  an  obftinate  defence,  till  the  Otbman 

mtinfieet  ^^  appeared  in  fight  of  the  iiland,  on  the  i8th  day  of 

It  confifted  of  159  large  galties  and  galleons,  carrying 
on  board  30,000  forces,  janiflaries,  and  fpahis,  befides  die 
ilaves  at  the  oar,  ac(;ompanied  by  a  confiderable  number  of 
Dth^r  veflels  laden  with  iartxllery,  ammunition,  and  other  ne- 
ceilaries  for  a  fiege.  The  whole  armament  was  commanded 
by  Mujlnpha  bafha,  an  old  experienced  oiEcer,  aged  about 
85  years,  and  an  old  favourite  and  confident  of  the  foltan, 
of  aa  haughty  cruel  temper,  who  made  it  a  merit  to  violate 
his  word,  and  toufe  all  manner  of  cruelties  againA  the  Chrif- 
tians,  but  more  efpecially  againft  the  Malthefe.  The  fleet 
call  anchor  towards  the  evening  in  the  bay  of  Mugiarnf^ 
alias  Porto  del  Mngiaro ;  at  the  fight  of  which,  the  marlhal 
Copel,  at  the  head  of  200  knights  and  looo  foot,  marched 
with  fpeed  to  oppofe  their  landing.  The  bafha,  by  the  help 
of  a  dark  night,  ordered  35  of  his  rear  gallies,  with  3000 
men,  to  tack  about,  and  land  at  the  ladder-port,  otherwife 
culled  the  caflle  of  St,  Tiomas,  which  they  did  without  oppo- 
fition.  Thefe,  lying  concealed  among  the  rocks,  had  an 
opportunity  of  falling  upon  the  patroling  detachments  of  die 
Malthe/e,  as  they  aflually  did  upon  two  of  them,  the  one 
commanded  by  a  Portugue/c  knight,  who  was  killed  on  the 
fpot  by  a  {hot  from  the  enemy,  and  the  other  commanded  by 

Riviere     ^  brave  chevalier  La  Rivierf^  who  was  taken  prifoner  as 

taken  fri-  he  flew  to  the  other's  ailiflance. 

finer,  and      RiviERE  was  inunediately  brought  to  the  haughty  baiha, 

t^tured.  who  queftioned  him  concerning  the  number  of  £eir  forces^ 
'  the  ifarength  of  their  ifland,  and  the  difpofition  of  the  grand 
mafter  and  his  knights.  To  which  her  bravely  anfwered, 
that  there  was  not  one  of  them  who  would  not  %ht  to  die 
laft  drop  of  his  blood  in  defence  of  Us  religion,  and  of  aa 
ifland  which  they  efleemed  as  their  own  country :  that  the 
ifland  was  furniOied  with  every  thing  neceflary  to  fu/hun  a 
fiege^  and  would  foon  be  as  gallantly  dcfbndcd  from  widiout 

by 
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by  a  powerful  fleet  from  Europey  as  from  within  by  the  in- 
trepid valour  of  his  order  and  the  forces  they  had  to  engage 
under  them.     The  ba{ha,  looking  upon  his  anfwer  as  a  mere 
bravado,  ordered  him  to  be  put  to  the  torture  ;  which  he  en- 
dured for  a  while  with  a  furprlGng  conftancy,  but  at  length, 
as  if  he  had  been  overcome  by  the  violence  of  it,  he  told 
biinln  a  different  tone,  that<he  would  find  the  ifland  im- 
pregnable on  every  fide  but  that  o£  the  borough  and  poll  of 
Cafiile,  which  he  faid  was  indeed  xht  leafl  fortified  of  all ; 
upon  which  Muftapha^  who  doubted  not  of  the  truth  of 
it,  refoked  to  make  his  attack  on  that  fide.     In  the  mean 
time,  the  wind  having  veered  that  very  night ,  the  fleet  re- 
BX)?ed  to  the  bay  of  J^/Uffa  Sirocco^  where  they  were  to  have 
hnded  at  firfl,  had  the  wind  permitted  them  to  do  it.     Here 
Mujlapha  caufed  two  towers  to  be  ereAed,  one  at  each  end 
of  the  entrance,  to  fecure  the  artillery  and  ammunition  they 
had  landed,  as  well  as  the  fleet  from  being  furprifed  either 
by  the  Maithefe,  or  by  the  European  ihips  which  they  were 
told  were  in  full  fail  for  that  ifland.     The  baflia,  however, 
ftill  diffident,  and  refolved  to  take  a  view  of  the  place  him-  ^ 

fclf,  caufed  Riviere  to  be  conduced  after  htm  in  chains  to 
an  enunence  czWti  Monte  Calcura,  whence  he  had  a  full  view 
of  the  ifland  and  all  its  fortifications,  and  bid  him  fhew  him 
die  Cajlilian  poft  which  he  had  reprefented  to  him  as  the 
weakeft ;  and  finding  it  fortified  ^vith  flout  Walls,  bafHons, 
and  other  bulwarks,  the  baflia,  in  a  paflion,  gave  him  fuch 
S'biow  with  his  cane  as  laid  him  quite  flat  on  the  ground,  L  put  /j 
a&d  ordered  his  retinue  to  difpatch  him  with  theirs.  dtath. 

All  this  while  the  Turks  who  landed  were'fpread  over  the 
ifiand,  and  committed  the  moft  cruel  ravages ;  whilft  the 
Maltbe/e,  on  their  fide,  kept  patroling  about,  and  had  feve- 
rtl  bloody  rencounters  with  them.     Thefe  the  grand  mafter 
was  obliged  to  fupprefs,  becaufe  the  lofs  of  one  man  was 
greater  to  him  than  that  of  100  to  the  enemy.    At  the  fame 
time,  Mujlapha  having  called  a  council  of  war,  the  admiral 
Wioff  infifted  up^on  waiting  for  the  arrival  of  Dragut^  be- 
fore they  undertook  any  thing,  according  to  the  fol tan's  ex- 
prefs  orders ;  but  Miiftaphay  ftill  fearing  left  the  European 
fleet,  which  Riviere  had  informed  him  of,  fliould  come  and 
IflVcft  theirs  in  the  Merfa  Sirocco,  refolved  upon  the  imme-  p^f.^  §f^ 
diate  opening  the  trenches  before  the  fort  of  St.  Ehno,  which  Elmo  ir- 
^  fnppofed  might  be  carried  in  two  days  :  a  conqueft  thztfiegtif, 
would  facilitate  the  taking  of  that  of  Mer/a  Muzetto,  in  whofe 
njore  capacious  and  fafe  haven  they  might  fecure  their  whole 
Beet;  after  which  they  would  purfue  the  fiege  of  the  other 
places  with  more  fafety.      He  had  the  greater  reafon  to 
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fear  the  furprife  of  his  fleet  in  the  Merja  Sirocc^  as  Doa 
Garcia^  viceroy  of  Skifyt  had  caufed  a  rumour  to  be  fpread 
in  the  Turki/b  camp,  that  he  would  foon  be  there  aod  attack 
them  at  the  head  of  the  king  his  mafter's  fleet. 

The  difficulty  was,  in  opening  the  trenches  before  the 
fort,  which  was  built  partly  on  the  folid  rock,  and  partly  oo 
a  ground  almoft  as  hard  ;  but. the  baiha,  who  neither  waat« 
ed  pioneers,  nor  was  fparing  of  their  lives,  quickly  overcame 
it  in  party  and,  where  that  could  not  be  done,  covered  bis 
men  with  an  artificial  rampart  made  of  wood,  gabions,  and 
the  like  ;  fo  that  he  was  aUe  to  raife  a  battery  of  10  caaDoa 
that  carried  80  Ik  befides  two  ailverins  of  60,  and  a  bafililk 
of  a  monftrous  fize  which  threw  fiones  of  i6oJI^.  weight, 
and  began  to  fire  againft  the  place  by  the  24th  day  of  the 
month.  Thefe  made  fuch  terrible  havock  in  the  place,  that 
the  commander  was  obliged  to  fend  for  fome  farther  aflift- 
ance,  whofe  meilenger,  named  Lacerta^  magnified  the  dan- 
ger the  fort  was  in  in  fuch  difmal  terms,  that  the  grand  msi- 
ter  thought  him&lf  obliged  to  give  him  a  very  fevere  repri- 
The  grand  mand :  Tou  reprefmty  (aid  be  to  him,  the  c(^U  fo  me,  Atfcre 
fnaft  r  stn-  ^//  /^^.  commanders^  as  a  body  quite  emaciated  and  exbavfiei 
tnfidity,  yj^  Vfant  of  firong  remedies  \  I  myfc^  wH  go  and  be  its  pby* 
Jician^  and,  if  I  cannot  cure  you  ^  your  fear,  /  wiU  at  l^ 
prevent  the  infidels  taking  tie  advantage  of  it.  This  migbt 
look  indeed  as  too  fevere  a  rebuke,  cenfidering  the  defperate 
fituaticMi  the  befieged  were  in  from  the  continual  fir^  of  fuch 
a  battery ;  but  there  was  a  neceifity  of  concealing  it,  in  or- 
der to  prevent  the  red  from  hieing  dUcouraged,  becaufethe 
fafery  of  the  whole  iOand  depended  upon  the  ki^hening  of 
the  fiege,  to  give  Don  Garcia  time  to  fend  the  promifed  af- 
fiflance.  Having  therefore  drawn  up  a  fufficient  reinforce- 
ment,  he  put  himfelf  at  their  head,  refblving,  as  he  feid,  to 
defend  the  place^  or  be  buried  under  the  ruins  of  it ;  hot 
he  was  quickly  furrounded  with  fuch  a  number  of  knights^ 
who  oHered  themfelves  to  go  in  his  flead,  that  he  had  no- 
thing left  to  do  but  to  make  chbice  of  fuch  as  he  thought 
mofl  proper  for  that  arduous  commifiion. 

They  marched  accordingly  to  the  place  with  an  undaunted 
bravery,  and  moft  of  them  loll  their  lives  with  the  fame  in- 
NiW  fuf'  trepidity,  and  were  ftlil  fupplied  with  frefli  ones,  who  came 
flies  ar*     in  droves  from  England,  Germany,  France,  and  other  paTtsr 
rive.  of  Europe,  with  the  moft  furprififig  diligence,  to  (hare  in  the 

fame  danger ;  many  of  whom,  inftead  of  waiting  for  the  5f- 
cilicm  fleet  to  convey  them  thither,  ventured  themfelves  in 
light  barks,  or  what  other  Veflels  they  could  get,  whofe  en- 
trance into  the  port  Muzetto  th^  grand  mailer  ^djlitated  bjr 

the 
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the  conftant  fire  he  made  upon  the  enemy.-  One  of  his  balls 
^  having  accideatally  fallen  upon  one'  of  the  ftoh^s  that  00- 
'  vercd  their  trenches,  a  fplinter  gave  the  Turkijb  admiral  . 
PUali  (0  defperate  a  wound,  that  he  was  taken  up  for  dead ;  * 
the  news  of  which  fpread  a  univerfal  dread  through  the  army, 
and  efpedally  through  the  fleet.  The  grand  mailer  took  ad- 
vantage of  their  confufion  to  difpatch  his  nephew,  witk  an- 
other  commander,  into  Sicily^  in  order  to  haften  that  arma- 
ment, and  fettle  a  proper  fignal  for  their  reception.  He  re- 
ceived foon  after  an  exprefs,  with  a  promife  from  the  vice- 
roy, that  the  ftipulated  fuccour  would  be  with  him  at  far- 
theft  by  the  middle  of  June  >  fo  that  he  was  forced  to  throW 
frcffi  troops  into  the  caftle,  in  order  to  fpin  out  the  time. 

In  the  mean  while  the  commander  Medran,  who  had  con-  ^  ^^^^ 
duftcd  the  laft  reinforcement,  made  a  lucky  fally  on  the/^^^  **^ 
i\ith  when  they  Were  leaft  aware  of  him,  under  the  cotitl-  JJ!  '^ 
ntial  fire  of  the  ai-tUlery  from  the  fort,  which  threw  them 
into  fuch  confufion,  that  he  cut  a  good  number  of  them  in 
I^eccs  brfbre  they  could  rally  themfelves.     This  occafiotied 
a  bloody  and  obftlnate  conteft  on  both  fides  :  unfortunately 
for  the  befiegcd,  the  wind  blew  fb  foil  againft  them,  that  • 

they  were  quite  fufFocated  with  the  fmoke  of  the  enemy's 
fire,  whicfi  forced  them  to  retreat.  The  Tttrh,  taking  the 
sdvantage  of  it,  purfued  them  through  it  unperceived,  and' 
by  that  means  placing  themfelves  oh  their  counterfcarp,  made  * 
a  fafe  lodgment  upon  it,  with  their  gabions,  woolfacks,  and 
timber,  and  quickly  reared  a  battery,  and  fixed  their  ftand- 
«d  upon  it.  They  had  fuch  an  advantage  from  thence  over 
the  beiieged,  that  icarce  any  of  them  dared  to  ralfe  his  head 
above  the  ramparts,  but  he  was  ithmediately  ffaot  by  the 
janinaries  mufquetry.  Their  fituation  was  l^ecome  at  length 
b  defperate,  that  the  puiillanimous  Laierta,  who  had  once 
before  been  fo  feverely  rebuked  by  the  grand  matter,  was 
now  propofing  the  undermining  and  blowing  up  this  new 
hmi^  ;  which  advice,  however,  was  nnanimoufly  rejefted 
with  fcom,  as  proceeding  rather  frorfi  cowardice  and  dcfpair 
than  from  any  defire  of  laving  the  place. 

Whilst  this  bloody  conteft  was  carrying  on  between  the  Ulnckiali 
caftle  and  the  battery,  the  famous  coriair  VluckiaH  arrived  "^^  ^*^- 
widi  fix  gallies  and  nine  hundred  men  from  Akxandria,  and  8"^  ^'■- 
landed  at  the  'turkijb  camp ;  and  fome  days  after  the  famed  "'^^^ 
Dragut  with  13  galliots  and  1600  more.     This  lail  was  re- 
ceived withfhouts,  and  the  fire  of  the  vfhole  Turki/b  artillery. 
Upon  his  landing,   he  went  to  take  a  furvey  of  the  camp, 
and  the  principal  fortrefles  of  the  ifland,  and  feemed  fur- 
prifed  that  Mujlapha  fbould  bave  begun  with  the  fiege  of 
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that  fort,  inftead  of  the  caftle  of  Gofa^  and  the  Notable  City f 
which  would  at  once  have  cut  off  aU  fupplies  of  provifiODS» 
and  their  receiving*  any  reinforcements  from  abroad.     Muf- 
tapha,  who  was  ordered  by  the  foltan  to  pay  the  greateft  re- 
gard to  his  advice^  having  given  him  the  reafons'  whkh  de- 
termined him  to  do  it,  readily  offered  to  raife.the  iiege.    He 
to  attack  the  caftle  of  Co/a  and  the  Notable  City ;  but  Dra- 
gut,  fearing  left  fuch  a  flep  (hould  ipfpirit  the  befiegers.  He 
difcourage  the  Turks^  agreed  to  go  oA  with  it ;  and,  as  he 
was  an  old  experienced  perfon  in  all  fuch  matters,  ordered  a, 
new  battery  to  be  reared  on  the  ift  of  June,  to  keep  a  more 
conftant  fire  againft  an  outwork  which  covered  the  fort,  and 
raifed  another  over-againft  fort  Muzetto,  ci  four  cannon,  to. 
^  batter  it  on  that  fide,  and  a  third  of  two  guns  on  the  coun-' 
terfcarp,  to  deftroy  the  cafemates  on  the  entrance  of  fort^ 
Muzetto,  which  hath  been  named  everfince  the  cape  or  pdat 
Dragut,  and  where  he  caufed  four  culverins  to  be  planted 
to  batter  the  ravelin. 
T^/Turki     The  Turkijb  cn^ncers,  by  the  afliftance  of  the  conftant 
MyfVf  r#-   fire  of  thdr  mufquetry,  having  taken  a  furvey  of  that  out- 
fu//id.       work,  without  being  perceived,  and  obfcrving  the  Mahhefe 
foldiers  all  buried  in  profound  fleep,  immediately  ordered  a 
number  of  their  men  to  fcale  the  place  with  their  ladders;, 
who  quickly  gained  the  top,  and  cut  in  pieces  moft  of  the 
Chriftians.     The  tumult  which  enfued  having  alarmed  the 
refti  a  frefli  fuppty  of  forces,  headed  by  fome  of  the  knights, 
icon  came  and  oppofed  their  progrefs ;  upon  which  an  obsti- 
nate fight  began,   and  a  battery  oiF  two  cannon,  playing, 
'briikly  againft  the  enemy,  made  them  give  way  for  fome  time; 
but,  as  they  were  continually  reinforced  by  frcfti  recruits, 
they  at  laft  got  the  better  of  the  Mahhefe,  and  not  only 
lodged  themfelves  in  the  ravelin,  but,  with  an  incredible  fury, 
purfued  the  knights  in  their  retreat  through  the  ditch,  undl. 
they  were  ftopped  by  the  artillery  and  wild-fire  of  the  fort. . 
Some  authors  tells  us,  that  they  rallied  foon  after,  and  came 
with  frefti  force  and  fury  to  fcale  the  place ;  and  would  in . 
all  likelihood  have  carried  it,  had  not' their  ladders  proved, 
too  ftiort,  which  obliged  them  to  retire  with  great  lofs.  The 
order,  befides  the  lofs  of  the  ravelin,  had  no  lefs  than  20 
knights  and   100  foldiers  killed,  and  a  great  many  others 
wounded,  and,  among  them,  tl)e  baily  of  Negropont  and  the 
cavalier  de  Cuardampa  (M). 

It 

(M)  This  laft,  wc  are  told,    through  h'i  body,  refufed  die 
havirs  received  a  n  uiket  ball    ai&fiancc  which  was  offered  him 
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It  was  by  thofc  wounded  men,  who  wjerc  carefblly  coij- 
veyed  into  the  city  to  be  taken  care  of,  that  the  grand  mafter' 
was  informed  of  the  lofs  of  the  ravdin,  which  obliged  him  to 
continue  fending  fupplies  of  frefh  men  to  the  fort,  great  num* 
bers  of  whom  were  almoft  as  foon  cut  off  by  the  conftant  fire 
of  the  enemy.    This,  forced  him  to  fend  a  fecond  mef&ffe  to 
the  viceroy  of  Sicily y  in  which,  after  fome  warm  ezpoAula- 
tioos  at  his  ftrange  delay,  be  told  him,  that  he  wcmld  en- 
gage to  oblige  the  enemy  to  raife  the  H^e,  if  he  could  but 
obtain  a  fpeedy  fuccour  of  8000  menfirom  him.    But-great 
was  his  furprize*  when,  inftead  of  it,  he  only  received  two 
Makhefe  knights,  who,  with  much  difficulty  and  danger,  had 
paiTed  through  the  enemy,  to  come  and  acquaint  him,  that 
Don  Garcia^  inflead  of  fending  back  the  two  Malthefe  fhips  . 
vUch  were  to  have  .conveyed  him  thither,  demanded  five 
more  of  him,  before  he  could  fet  out ;  by  which  he  plainly 
naderftood^  that  he  only  fought  for  a  pretence  to  evade  the 
engaging  of  the  Turkifb  fleet.     In  this  diftrefs  Salvago,  one 
of  thofe  knights,  was  fent  back  to  him  with  frefh  inftances  r 
whilft  the  other,  named  Lamiranda,  bagged  to  be  fent  to  take  LamiraQ- 
the  command  of  the  fort,  which  was  readily  granted  ;  upon  ^^A^^  '<' 
which  he  quickly  found  means  to  convey  himfelf ,  at  the  head  ««««»'  ^ 
of  a  new  reinforcement,  together  with  a  frefh  fupply  of  wine,  ^  '*'/''''* 
and  other  provi/ions,  into  the  place,  which  gave  a  new  life  to 

*  thoie  that  were  in  it. 

In  the  mean  time  Dragvt  propofed  the  flopping  the  com- 
mnnication  between  the  fort  and  the  borough  from  which  it 

*  recdved  all  its  fupplies,  by  planting  a  new  battery  at  the  point 

by  fome  of  his  men,  who  were  old  age,  bat  begged  leave  to 

going  to  carry  him  to  fome  con-  live  and  die  in  the  poft  of  ho- 

venient  place  to  have  his  wound  nour  which  their  order  intided 

dre&d,  telling  them,  thai  they  chem  to. 

mufi  Uek  itfoa  him  as  a  diod man^         Accordingly  it  was  a  fight 
ni  g§  to  tbi  affifianci  of  the  worth  admiration   to     behold 
living.    This  faid,  he  crawled  men  of  the  firft  rank,  grey  with 
along  qoite  to  the  chapel  be-  old  age  and  fervice,  wounded 
loDgme  to  the  fort,  and  expired  and  maimed,  fome  with  crotch- 
atthe  foot  of  the  altar.     The  es,  others  with  their  arms  flung 
baiiy  of  NegrofoHt,   the  cheva-  in  fcarfs,  aflifting  in  the  lowed 
lieri/^Sr^^ff,  and  fome  others,  offices  of  the  fieee,    carrying 
on  dieir  arrival  at  the  Notable  Hones,  earth,  planks,  powder, 
Gty,  refafed  with  no  lefs  bra-  balls,  and  "other  ufefal  mate- 
very  the  offer  which  the  grand  rials,  and  crawling  even  upon 
mafter  made  them  of  retiring  the  ramparts  and  breaches,  to 
to  the  convent  till  their  wounds  fhew  the  enemy  an  intrepidity 
were  healed,  though  dangerous,  they  were  atter  Grangers  to. 
aad  worn  oat  with  fatigues  and 

CL4  of 
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.    of  the  grand  port ;  but   that  being  thought  at  too  great  a 
.  dxAance  fiom  the  camp,  and  confequendy  liable  to  be  fei2e4 
by  tke  bdfieged,  Qtilefs  it  were  defended  by  a  greater  »ombeir 
pf  troops  than  they  could  fpare,  Muftapha  adyifed  the  hU 
pendi^  of  it  till  the  arrival  of  the  bey  of  Algiers,  ^ho  was 
daily  expoAed,  atid  wQuld  be  highly  pleafed  to  be  complir 
men  ted  whh  that  office ;  the  reft  of  the  council  acqiiiefccsdl 
in  the  propofal.    Then  the  bafha  ordered  the  ravdiki  t^ 
\>c  raifed  by  the  help  of  fafcines»  wool-pi^cks,  and  other 
materiaky  to  a  height  above  the  parapet  of  the  place,  and  a 
ficw  battery  to  be  platited  upon  it.    By  this  means  th^y  not 
oftly  gained  a  fall  view  of  the  fort,  but  coald  preveot,  by 
their  hre,  any  of  the  Mdlthefe  foldiers  from  coming  ttszt  tba 
parapet.    This  obUged  thdm  to  throw  up  a  deep  intreftchr 
ment  ^Ithin  it,  to  fecure  their  approach  ;  but  this  alfo  ^vtta 
quickly  after  deftroyed  by  the  help  of  a  bridge,  which  Nkif^ 
tApha  ordered  to  be  thrown  between  the  new  battery  and 
the  parapet,  large  enough  for  fix  men  to  go  over  abreitft  ll 
the  planks  of  which  he  ordered  to  be  covered  with  earth  tq 
f,  certain  depth,  to  prevent  their  burning  it.     This  nett^' 
bridge  opened  a  way  for  th^m  quite  to  the  parapet ;  but  La-^ 
mtrandtt  did  not  )et  them  eiijoy  long  the  fruit  of  \t ;  for^  by 
(he  arttfifpe  of  a  feigned  fally,  he  got  it  burnt  and  demoliihcd 
by  fome  qf  his  (^teft  mep  on  that  very  pight.    Th<s  tutifi 
'  Jiowevpr,  finilheda  new  one  by  the  n^xtday,  and  at  nlgb( 
got  down  into  the  ditch,  where  they  reared  up  their  taddei^j 
as  if  they  had  defigned  to  feale  the  rampans,  which  qKkkiy 
JfiKii^     obHgcd  tbe  befieged  to  appear  on  the  breach  in  crouds.  This 
fumier  pf  was  what  the  Turkijh  general  wanted,  who  immediately  caufed 
&rip^^  a  mcift  dreadful  difcharge  of  his  artillery  to  be  made  upon 
JW?'         them,  which  killed  a  much  greater  number  of  them  tb^n  had 
been  done  fincc  the  beginning  of  the  ficge.    The  furviving 
knights,  feeing  the  defperate  condition  the  fort  was  reduceq 
to,  fent  the  commander  Madran  to  acquaint  the  grand  maAer 
with  it,  who  immediately  communicated  it  to  the  coun- 
cil.     The  majority    agreed  upon  abandoning  the  place, 
which  could  be  no  longer  kept  but  by  the  deftruAion  of 
ihofe  remaining  forces  which  were  referved,  and  would  hard- 
;  y  proVe  fufllcicnt  to  defend  the  t)ther  fof  treffes  of  the  ifland ; 
:  b  thqt  the  mpre  forces  they  fent  into  it,  the  greater  fervicc 
they  did  the  enemy,  by  rendering  the  reft  of  the  ifland  ftl/l 
inore  defdftcclefs.    One  might  have  expefted  that  a  perfon 
of  the  grand  mailer's  experience  and  (agacity  would  have  rea* 
dilj  yielded  to  fuch  prefting  motives ;  nev^thelefs,  thoa^ 
|ie  ackuowleged  them  all  to  be  juft,  and  that  he  could  oot 
but  bewail  the  fate  of  thofe  who  were  obliged  to  maia* 
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tm  (0  isktigeraot  and  deAfu<ftlve  a  poft,  yet  he  (HII  aflert- 
cAf  that^  upfom  ftich  an  exiigence  as  this,  it  was  better  to 
Imzard  (he  lofs  of  foine  of  the  members  than  that  of  the 
siolebody,  afnired  as  he  was,  that  if  the  caftle  of  St.  Elmo 
was  once  yielded  Co  the  Turks ^  they  muft  gire  up  all  hopes 
pf  raceivfog  any  farther  affift^nce  from  Sicily ^  the  tlceroy  of 
vhich  had  folemnly  declared,  that  he  would  oeirer  hazard 
b»  mafter's  fleet  and  forces  id  defence  of  the  reft  of  the  ifland, 
if  that  ibrt  was  onc^  yielded  to  the  enemy ;  fo  that  the  iaiety 
of  the  former  wholly  depended  upon  profenging  the  fiegeof 
^  kuter,  coit  what  it  would  to  the  order.  The  conncil 
having  readily  approved  the  grand  mafter's  adrice,  Madran 
disordered  to  go  back  and  acquaint  them  with  their  refolu* 
tion,  and  their  motives  for  it ;  and  to  exhort  them,  accord- 
bg  to  the  dnty  of  their  profeffion,  to  defend  the  place  to  the 
very  faft^  This  anrwerVas  reli(hed  only  by  a  fmall  number 
tf  the  oideft  kmghts,  who,  to  encourage  the  reft,  publicly 
vowed  to  do  fo,  or  bury  themfelves  under  the  ruins  of  it ; 
Imt  the  far  greater  part  of  them  pilt  a  much  harflier  cpnftruc- 
ioBi  upon  the  grand  mafter's  refolution,  which  they  faid  was 
poly  ^eed  to  by  thofe,  who,  having  no  fhare  in  the  danger^ 
yittt  the  lefs  concerned  bow  lavij(h  they  wef e  of  other  meti's 
Jircs. 

What  fKU  increaied  the  general  difcontent  was,  a  mine  J  mM/iny 
♦hich  the  Turks  were  puftiing  forward  under  the  firft  para-  in  thefrn^ 
jttt ;  upoft  which  they  difpatched  a  letter  to  the  grand  maf* 
ter,  iigned  by  no  lefs  than  three  hundred  and  nfty  of  the 
order,  in  which  they  boldly  declared,  that  if  he  did  not  febd 
Ihem  that  very  night  a  fufficient  number  of  barges  to  convey 
tbem  due  of  the  fort,  in  which  they  were  fure  to  be  all  btit* 
ichered,  they  would  unanimoufly  fally  out  by  the  next  morn- 
iQg  on  the  enemy,  and  facrifice  their  lives  with  theh*  fwords 
}b  their  hands,  as  the  moft  eafy  as  well  as  honourable  death. 
Tlie  grand  niafter,  though  greatly  ftirprifed  at  the  defpe« 
lateneis  of  fuch  a  refolution,   yet  ftill  aiming  at  gaining 
tiaie,  ordered  forthwith  three  commlflkries  to  pafs  over  into 
the  cafkte,  tiifder  pretence  of  examinlhg  the  condidon  it  was 
}n,  and  tiotr  long  it  might  hold  out,  but,  in  reality  td  expo- 
ftohte  with,  and  reduce  theoi  to  their  dnty.    Two  of  thefd, 
teing  men  (9f  fagacity  and  temper,  endeavoured  to  difpel 
tiKSr  fi^rs,  by  reprefeniing  the  plac<^  in  a  condition  to  hold 
itatibmedays  longer)  but  th^  third,  named  Cajhist^  kfid 
fiid  to  be  defcended  from  the  famed  Caftriot,  better  known 
by  the  name  of  Scandetbegj  a  man  full  of  martial  zeal,  in- 
Aead  Iff  foDthitig  advice,  begun  to  rate  them  for  their  pufil- 
jtidtfiity,  4dlfclt)|,  tiiai  thete  i^ere  f^ll  fevei^l  mean$  to  be 
3  ^     ufed 
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ufcd  to  (hdter  them  fome  time  longer  from  the  enemy's  a^ 
tillery,  and  ridiculed  their  fears  of  a  mine  in  a  place  that  wu 
built  upon  a  hard  rock.     This  language,  vrhich  caft  a  moft 
affronting  refleflion  on  their  want  of  ikiU  and  courage,  (b 
exafperated  them,  that  they,  pippofed  the  retaining   him 
againfl:  his  will,  to  difplay  his  fuperior  parts,  and  to  put  bis 
own  lefTons  in  pra£lice  in  defence  of  the  place.    Some  of- 
them  went  fofar  as  to  fecure  the  caftle-gates,  to  prevent  his 
going  away  ;  which  raifed.  fuch  a  tumult  in  the  garrifonas  i 
might  have  been  pf  the  worft  confequence,    had  not  the  \ 
commander  Lamiranda  caufed  the  drums  to  beat  to  arms,  aod  1 
dlfperfed  them  to  their  refpeftiive  poAs. 

At  their  return,  the  other  two  commillaries  gaveit  as  thetr'i 

opinion,  that  the  place  could  not  hold  out  another  ailaultp 

but  Cqfiriot,  perfifting  ftiU  in  his  own,  offered  to  go  hiofdf  J 

with  a  few  recruits,  and  defend  it  till  the  fuccours  arrived  >! 

from  Sicily;  which  the  grand  matter  readily  agreed  to,  aodij 

the  bifliop  of  Maltha  fur/uihed  him  with  a  fufficient  fum  toi 

raife  thefe  recruits  upon  the  iflanders  ;  not  perhaps  that  thcf  i 

,    depended  altogether  upon  his  fuperior  valour  or  conduA,  tmcii 

as  they  faw  no  other  way  left  but  that  of  prolonging  the  Hegi^  i 

However  that  be,  the  recruits  were  raifed  inAantly,  aod^ 

many  volunteers  came  and  offered  themfelves  to  be  inIifle(U 

.  not  only  from  the  country,  but  even  feme  of  the  prindpalj 

citizens  expreiled  a  more  than  ordinary  defire  to  follow  tiaU 

fbe  grand  The  grand  mafter,  having  bellowed  the  highefl  encomiufflsj 

mafier       on  them,  and  efpecially  on  their  valiant  leader,  fent  themisH 

mortifies     to  the  caftle,  and  withal  gave  him  a  letter  to  the  officers  ofl 

thim.        the  garrifon,  written  in  harlber  terms*, .  ordering  them  to  1^4 

fign  thdr  pofls  to  the  new-comers,  and  to  repair  out  of  haoi' 

to  the  convent,  where  they  would  be  in  lefs  danger  of  thdr< 

lives,  and  himfelf  in  lefs  fear  about  the  place*    Nothing 

could  have  been  thought  of  more  nK)rtifying  than  this  kfii*] 

guage,  nor  more  expreffive  of  the  greatefl  contempt,  this^ 

the  ordering  them  to  refign  the  defence  of  fuch  an  impartaat' 

place  to  a  handful  of  new-raifed  recruits.    They  quickly  £dt 

luch  pungent  tokens  of  fhame  and  remorfe,  as  made  them  re» 

folve  to  facrifice  their  lives,  rather  than  abandon  thdr  pofbf 

and  inilantly  went  and  intreated  the  governor  to  intercede  with 

the  grand  mafler  to  recall  his  orders  and  his  new  troops ;  aod 

to  afTure  him,  that  they  would  maintain  their  pofb  to  the 

lafl  drop  of  their  blood,  and  endeavour  by  the  mofl  intrepid 

bravery  to  blot  out  the  difgrace  of  their  former  behaviour* 

The  governor  was  eafily  perfuaded  to  difpatch  an  account  o£ 

this  to  the  grand  mafler  by  an  able  diver,  for  it  was  not  pof* 

fible  for  boats  to  pafs  from  one  to  the  other  without  the  ut« 

^  moft 
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mod  iaxigjst.    The  grand  matter  made  a  ihew  of.  reje£Uag  : 
thdr  petition  once  and  again  with  more  than  common  fcorn ;  They  an 
bat  was  at  length  prevailed  upon  .to  recall  his  recruits,  and  fard»ned. 
latntrafl  once  more  the  defence  of  the  place  to  them. 

All  this  while  the  commander,  who,  as  we  hinted  above, . 
Bad  been  difpatched  to  haften  the  fuccours  from  Sicily  ^  find- 
iog  the  viceroy  fUll  tardy,  had  ordered  the  grand  ipafter's  ne- 
pl^w,  together  with  the  commander  St.Jubyrij  who  had  been  , 
lent  thither  on  the  fame  errand,  and  had  each  a  gaily  under  .   ' 

Aeir  command,  to  gather  up  what  troops  they  could,  and  to 
&il  with  all  ipeed  for  Maltha.     They  did  fo  ;  but,  upon 
thdr  arrival,  found  the  coafts  fo  ftrongly  guarded  all  round 
\fjDragufs  gallies,  that  they  were  forced,  to  return  to  Si- 
afyi  after  having  tried  all  means  in  vain  to  get  to  land  either  . 
pi  the  illand  of  Go/ay  or  in  fome  obfcure  creek  of  Maltha.  , 
fThcy  were  fcarcely  arrived  at  Saragoffa^  before  they  received  . 
bdh  letters  from  the  grand  mafter,  lull  of  the  moft  ftinging 
mroachcs  to  his  nephew  for  his  negledl  and  difobedience ;  . 
pod  an  intimation,  that  a  man  was  unworthy  of  the  order,  . , 
Itailefs  he  dared  more  than  a  common  commander.    Silvago 
yts  no  lefs  prefled  in  other  letters,  by  the  defperate  condi- 
fioBof  fort  St.  ElntOf  to  haften  the  ^zVt'Aan  fuccours,  hume<vice' 
pad  obtained  hitherto  nothing  from  the  viceroy  but  pompous  royamu/et 
ifes  ;  and,  when  he  now  thought  he  had  prevailed  upon  thfm  wtb 
to  difpatch  at  leaft  two  of  his  gallies,  with. a  regiment  oi delays, 
along  with  the  other  two  which  were  waiting  for 
at  Saragojfa^  he  was  again  mortified  by  him  through 
new  and  (hameful  delays,  fo  that  every  thing  feemed  to  . 
pire  againft  the  relief  of  the  place. 
Whilst  the  grand  mafter  and  the  reft  of  the  order  were 
iting  with  the  utmoft  impatience  for  the  fo  long  promifed 
iboconrs,  the^  employed  their  thoughts  and  time  in  fupply- 
pngthe  garri(on  of  St.  Elmo  with  all  neceffaries  for  fuftaining  . 
'the general  aflault  they  were  in  daily  expedation  of,,  and  in 
finnenting  new  means  and  ftratagems  to  annoy  the  enemy. 
[It  was  upon  this  occafion  that  fome  of  their  engineers  found 
oQt  a  new  kind  of  miifile  weapon,  till  then  unknown,  called 
fre-hoops,  or  circles  (N), 'which  made  the  moft  dreadful 

havock 

( N )   Thefe  hoops,    which  aroand  which  was  f^ened  a 

yitTt  of  a  fufficient  circumfer-  quantity  of  hemp,  wool,  tow, 

cnce  to  inclofe  two  or  three  or  other  fuch  light  ftuff,  deeply . 

■en,  were  made  of  wood  dipt  impregnated  with    pitch,    tar, 

Brft  in  fpirits  of  wine,    then  brim&ne,  falt-peire,  and  other 

fcaked  in  oil  or  melted  tallow,  fach  combuftible  matter. 

Thcfc, 
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htrodc  ffflotig  them.    On  the  other hand^  the  befiegers  were 

not  idle  in  thdr  camp,  bnt  eoatinued  battering  dmamtxh 

tding  the  fort  from  the  17th  oi.Jtme  to  the  14th  of  Jubf^ 

ftlmoft  without  intelmilirion ;  erery  dar  prodnced  fome  fifeOi 

attempt  of  aflanlting  the  place,  whilft  every  thing  was  prc- 

parfog  for  a  genera}  attack ;  to  facilitate  which,  the  f  jth  ixf 

vnA  taken  tip  in  battering  the  wall  quite  down  to  the  my 

rock  on  which  it  ftood. 

Ttegene'       Th£   1 6th  was  no  fooner  come,  than  ihtTurk^  gallles 

rai  afutit  came  and  ranged  thcmfelves  before  the  caftle,  and  fell  to  bat* 

given.       tering  it  with  their  whole  artillery ;  whilft  the  batteries  ofl 

the  land  fide  did  the  fame  with  theirs,  which  confifted  of  3^ 

large  piecels  of  catirion.      The  Turkijb  forces  entered  the 

ditch  at  the  found  of  their  martial  inflnimenfs,  and,  npoa 

the  fignal  given,  mounted  the  breach  with  undaunted  fiorj, 

whilft  4000  of  their  infantry  kept  firing  agaitlft  the  fdtci^ 

to  keep  the  befieged  off  the  breach.    This  did  not  prcveat 

their  appearing  upon  it  with  their  arms,  and,  with  an  iflt^^ 

pidity  more  threatening  than  a  bulwark,  both  fides  came  to  t 

clOfe  engagement,  in  which  the  afTailants,  being  annoyed  bf 

the  lighted  hoops  defcrtbed  in  the  laft  note,  and  great  noiih 

bers  fet  on  fire  by  them,  fent  out  fuch  difmal  crto,  H 

drowned  the  noife  of  all  the  large  and  fmall  fire-arms  both 

of  the  befiegcrs  and  befieged.     Whilft  this  dreadful  oftfet 

lafted,  the  captains  of  the  Turkijb  gallies,  obferving  that  the 

main  force  of  the  garrifon  was  run  to  the  defence  of  the 

breach,  endeavoured  to  afTault  it  on  another  fide.     This  be* 

ing  perceived  by  the  grand  matter,  a  couple  of  large  pieces 

were  inftantly  pointed  againft  them,  which  at  the  firft  fire 

f^*tf Turks  deftroyed  10  of  them,  and  put  the  reft  to  flight.    The 

repulfed     Turks  who  had  mounted  the  aflault  had  no  better  uiccefs,  the 

iu;itb  lofs.   boldeft  of  their  janiiraries  being  forced  to  abandon  thdf 

pofts  at  the  fight  of  the  fiery  hoops  that  were  contlnuallf 

thrown  among  them ;  fo  that,  after  a  moft  obfHnatccoDterf, 

which  had  lafted  near  fix  hours,  the  bafha  was  obliged  to 


Thefe,  being  fet  thoroughly 
on  fire,  were  then  eaft  amidft 
the  tllkketl  of  the  enemy,  fome- 
times  indofing  two  or  three 
men  at  oAc««  and  fet  their 
cloaths  on  fire,  fo  that  they 
xtmA,  be  inevitably  burnt  to 
death,    oplefs   th^  coold  in* 


ftantly  run  into  fome  water,  $sA 
continue  in  it  till  tlut  fiame  was 
totally  quenched  (8).  Tbii 
new  invention  ftood  the  garrifon 
in  great  ftead  when  the  general 
aflault  was  given  to  it,  a^  we 
fhall  fee  in  the  feqael: 


found 
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found  a'  retre«t>  after  having  loft  near  2000  of  hisbdl 
forces.  The  bcfieged^  on  their  fide,  loft  fevenreea  of  their 
kflj^Uiy  among  wboiD  were  fome  of  the  hlgheft  rank  and 
iQcnt,  befides  about  3.00  of  their  foldiers  either  killed  or 
vouflided. 

By  this  time  Mu/lapha  plainly  perceived  that  all  his  ef&rts    ^ 
woidd  prove  abortive,  nnlefs  he  could  wholly  cut  off  the 
coounyiucatioD  between  the  caftle  and  borough,  and  thereby 
prevent  the  former  from  receiving  any  fuccour  from  the  lat- 
nrr.    We  obferved  before,  that  this  talk  had  been  referved 
for  the  bey  of  Mgjlers  and  his  troops ;  but,  as  they  heard 
nothing  about  his  comi^gi  he  was  obliged  to  think  of  fooie 
other  way.    Whilft  be  wa$  deliberating  abont  it  behind  the 
trencb»  with  hischirf  en^iineer,  and  the.  famed  Dragitt,  the 
btter  marched  out  withbis  ufual  intrepidity  to  reconnoitre 
the  ground.     They  had  not  followed  him  far  before  the  en- 
paeer  had  his  bead  ih^t  oiT  by  a  cannon-ball  from  the  caAle 
of  St^  Angehf  whicH  bitting  afterwards  againft  a  ftone, 
threw  a  piece  of  it  againft  Draguf^  right  esr  with  fuch  vlo-  j}nMt 
knee,  that  it  caft  him  down  flat  and  fenielefs  on  the  ground,  m^rtmUf 
<fid  fet  his  nofe«  eyes,  and  ears,  a  ftreaming  with  blood.  The  wwmM. 
IsSbs^  apprebeniive  |eft  his  troops  fhould  be  diObeartened  by 
die  I0&  01  this  old  and  experienced  commander,  ordered  a 
covering  to  be  thrown  over  him,  and  had  him\:onveyed  into 
his  tent ;  after  which  he  came  out  unconcerned,  as  if  nothing 
had  happened,  and  ftood  on  the  very  fpot  where  Dragut  had 
fidko,  tUl  be  had  defcried  a  proper  place  where  to  fix  a  bat- 
lery  Bt  for  his  purpofe. 

Tbe  fort  being  thualnvefted  on  all  fides,  and  no  poilibi- 
by  left  to  fupply  it  with  frefli  troops,  the  grand  mafter,  who 
ofily  fbreiaw  it  could  not  bold  out  much  longer,  unlefs  tb^ 
SdHah  fuccours  came  time  enough  to  force  the  enemy  to 
nife  the  fiege,  had  recourfe  again  to  the  commander  Lon- 
gmo,  his  refident  in  Sicily ^  who  prefted  the  viceroy  fo  clofe, 
not  only  by  laying  before  him.  the  defperate  ftate  St.  Elmo  was 
itdoced  to,  and  by  reminding  him  of  his  frequently  repeated 
aOiuances,  but,  what  was  ftill  more  cogent,  informing  him  of 
die  expre^  orders  he  had  received  from  the  king  his  mafter  to 
fead  all  proper  afliftance  to  that  ifland,  he  at  length  ob* 
tained  the  two  long  promifed  gnlUes,  which  had  been  de* 
tained  till  then  upon  feveral  frivolous  pretences,  but  which 
he  now  gave  leave  to  fail  ^dth  the  other  two  commanded  by 
5f.  jtubyn  and  the  grand  matter's  nephew,  direftly  for  Mal- 
tha, But  the  politic  Garcia  had  taken  care  beforehand  to  Garda 
give  the  command  of  them  to  one  of  his  creatures,  named//// ^z- 
Gtrdma,  with  e^prefs  orders,  that  if  fort  St.  Elmo  was  taken  lays  his 

'  hyfuccQurs* 
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by  the  Turh^  he  (hould  inflantly  fail  homeward^  without  land- 
ing  any  forces  in  the  ifland  ;  fo  that  this  lafl  fuccour  proved  of 
no  ufe  to  the  order,  through  the  oblequioufnefs  of  its  cc«n- 
mander.  Who,  under  fome  pretence  or  other,  only  (hewed 
himfelf  at  a  diftance,  waiting  till  the  lofs  of  the  fort  (honlj 
authorize  his  return  into  Sicily.    In  the  mean  while  the  grand 
mailer  attempted  more  than  once  or  twice  to  throw  fome 
frefti  reinforcement  into  the  place,  diere  being  ftill  a  great 
number  of  knights  who  exprefled  the  moft  fervent  defire  to 
fignalize  themfelVes  in  its  defence,  or  lofe  their  lives  in  fo 
glorious  an  attempt ;  but  the  avenues  on  all  fides  were  fo 
rtrongly  guarded  by  the  enemy,  that  all  his  efforts  proved 
abortive ;  whilft  the  garrifon  in  it,  feeing  nothing  but  death 
and  deftruftion  now  before  their  eyes,  unanimoufly  agreed . 
to  fell  their  lives  as  dear  as  poflible,  and  to  maintain  their 
ground  to  their  very  laft  breath. 
fit/  attack      This  refolution  they  kept  with  the  moft  furprifing  bra- 
Tinewidy    very  :  the  baftia,  taking  the  advantage  of  their  diftrefe,  or- 
anitbeaf-  dered  the  general  attack  to  be  renewed,  which  continued,  af- 
fmlaaisrt'Xsx  the  greateft  obftinacy  and  refiftance,  till  night  put  an 
t^»*^^      ,  end  to  it,  the  Turkijb  general  being  no  lefs  prodigal  of  his 
men's  lives  than  the  knights  now  were  of  their  own,  and  a 
dreadful  flaughter  was  made  on  both  fides,  without  lofingor 
gaining  any  ground.     The  befieged,  who  expefted  that  it 
would  be  renewed  the  next  morning,  employed  that  (hort 
refpite  in  dreffing  thofe  that  were  wounded,  and  enabling  all 
that  could  make  their  appearance  either  with  fword,  mulket, 
or  pike,  to  come  the  next  morning  on  the  breach,  thofe  that 
could  not  walk  being  carried  to  the  place,  and  all  refolutely 
bent  to  lofe  their  lives  upon  it.     We  omit  mentioning  their 
other  preparations  of  a  religious  nature,  fuch  as  confeflion, 
receiving  the  facrament,  embracing,  forgiving  and  praying 
for  one  another,  all  which  were  performed  with  that  ferioul- 
nefs  and  folemnity  fuitable'to  their  condition. 

On  the  next  morning,  accordingly,  being  the  23d  of  Jufy, 
the  aflault  was  renewed  with  frefli  vigour,  and  a  certainity  of 
viftory.     The  Turks  found  the  forrowful  remains  of  the  gar- 
rifon ready  to  receive  them  with  theii'  ufual  obftinacy :  the 
fire  and  attack  lafled  four  hours,  by  ,which  time  the  afliiil- 
ants,  having  gained  the  top  of  the  cavalier,  and  other  emi- 
nences  that  commanded  the  breach,  could  take  their  aim  at 
^hegar^    pleafure,  and  chufe  whom  they  had  a  mind  to  kill ;  by  which 
Jon  die       means  the  garrifon,  now  dwindled  to  about  threcfcore,  and 
fword  in    part  of  them  difabled,  was  foon  reduced  to  nothing  by  their 
hand.         continual  fire,  fo  that  the  contcft  may  juftly  be  faid  to  have 
ended  with  the  death  of  the  laft  furviving  knight.    The 
'  '  2  •  balba 


&7^  The  Hifiory  of  MzlAa.  255 

baflut  thea  entered  the  fort  in  a  kind  of  triumph ;  bat  wheD 
he  had  viewed  it,  and  came  to  conilder  the  lofs  which  fo 
fmall  a  place  had  coft  him,  could  not  forbear  crying  out. 
What  tmtjl  the  father  coft  us^  feeing  this  Uttte  fon  cf  his  has 
iffiroyed-  us/o  many  thoufands  rf  Uves  ?  And  well  might  he, 
vheo,  according  to  moft  writers,  above  8000  of  his  beft  ja- 
Biflfaries  and  fpsdbis  had  perifhed  before  it ;  the  thought  of  Mofta- 
which  raifed  his  brutifh  Airy  to  fuch  a  height,  that  he  caufed  pha^j  ^^r* 
thebreafts  of  feveral  Chriftians  that  were  exjnring  with  their  ^^^V'* 
voonds  to  be  ripped  open,  their  hearts  to  be  plucked  out, 
and  to  be  (hot  into  the  borough,  whence  the  grand  mailer 
;  could  behold  all  this  horrid  fcene  of  inhumanity :  he  likewiie 
caafed  their  bodies  to  be  fplit  crofs-wife,  on  their  backs  and 
I  bellies,  in  derifion'to  Chriftianlty  :  fome  of  thefe  he  caufed 
to  be  hung  up  by  their  necks,  hands,  and  feet,  on  the  ram- 
parts; others  to  be  tied  to  planks  covered  with  their  under- 
garment, on  which  the  crofs  of  the  order  was  fix^d,  and  to 
be  flung  into  the  fea,  in  hopes  that  the  dde  would  throw  them 
againft  the  foot  of  the  caftle  of  St,  Jngeh.     In  revenge  of  RetaHat id 
which  barbarity,  the  grand  mafter  caufed  all  the  Turkijbfy  the 
capdves  to  be  butchered,  and  their,  heads  to  be  (hot  reek-^A*^ 
bg  hot  ftx)m  his  artillery,  into  the  fort  *.    AH  this  time  the  majier. 
Turki/b  fleet  was  (ailing  into  the  Merza  Muzetto  in  triumph, 
at  the  found  of  their  cannon,  trumpets,  and  other  martial 
inflruments.     Some  of  the  ofJEicers  went  into  Dragut*s  tent, 
to  inform  him  of  the  taking  of  the  fort,  but  found  him 
quite  fpeechlefs,  yet  not  fo  far  gone,  but  he  gave  fome  to- 
kens of  fatisfaftion,  and  expired  immediately  after.     The 
order  loft  in  this  (lege,  which  laded  juft  a  month,  about 
1300  men,  among  which  were  130  knights,  and  fome  of 
them  men  of  the  higheft  rank  and  charaSer.    Among  thefe 
were  the  noble  commander  Lamiranda,  who  oflered  himfelf  a 
vdnnteer  when  the  fort  was  reduced  to  great  (halts  ;  the 
brave  high  baily  of  Negropont^  who,  old,  lame,  and  decrepit, 
as  he  was,  caught  an  old  halberd  in  his  hand,  and,  mixing 
himfelf  among  the  thickeft  of  the  janifTaries,  kiUed  feveral 
of  them,  and  fought  till  his  head  was  (truck  off  by  one  of 
then*  officers  fabres,  who  inftantly  caufed  it  to  be  ftuck  on 
the  head  of  a  lance,  and  planted  in  full  (ight  of  the  borough, 
where  the  grand  mafter  and  the  chief  of  the  order  ftood  on 
an  eminence,  and,  with  the  utmoft  grief  and  conflernation, 
beheld  the  horrid  havoCk  which  the  enemy  made  among 
them. 

'  Baudoih,  ttbi  flip,  l.xvii,  c.vi.  Vertot,  ubi  fiip.  in  fin. 
L  xii.  &  aL 
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^f  grand     As  fpoo  as  they  ware  retiitd^  the  grand  mafter  gbJM  t 
mafiers      couucil,  iQ  which  having  difplayed  (bmeparc  of  his  doqveacB 
»t^  mear   in  the  elegy  he  made  apoa  tho&  noble  chaoipions,  his  viak 
ff^^*         ta(k  was  to  fpend  th?  r^maiader  in  exhorting  the  rurvtv<M^i» 
imitate  their  GPUrage^9d  intrepidity  in  their  refpe6Hve  poQifi< 
fie  next  ordered  tb^cqn  aq(  to  maicc  any  more  prifoncrs^  bul^ 
after  they  liad  got  whs^  io^ellig^niDe  they  could  of  the  eocw^ 
tneafures  and  defig^s,  to  maflacre  them  inftantly,  to  let  m 
(sne^iy  as  well  as  their  own  troops  fee  that  tiiey  inoA  neither 
exped  nor  give  qjuarter.    Porfuant  to  this  order,  he  refilled 
to  admit  an  officer  of  the  baiba,  who  came  with  the  white 
£ag  displayed  to  treat  about  a  capitulation,  tiiough  befn&rei 
en  old  Chriftian  flave,  who  cavie  with  hiu  4S  his  interpreter; 
to  be  brought  into  his  prefcnoe ;  and  having  caufed  him  to 
pafs  through  whole  files  of  foldiers,  and  to  be  fliAwn  tht 
fortifications  of  the  plape,  brought  him  to  tiie  ditch  of  tfa< 
counter&arp,  and  difmiflbd  him  with  theie  words*  "GoaDd 
tell  the  bafhai  that  this  is  the  only  fpot  w«  dcfign  toyidd 
to  him^  and  which  we  purpofely  referve  for  a  buryiog- 
place  for  him  and  his  janUTarjes."    This  meflage  foon  w 
termined  Muftapha  to~ alter  his  meafures,  and,  iaftead  of  9e« 
gotlatbiiy  to  open  the  trenches  before  the  caitie  of  St.  A»gd$i 
the  borough,  and  the  peninfuU  ctMich'el,  fince  caXUdCitaJ^ 
la  Sangel,  where  the  hard  rock  would  not  pernait  then  ta 
raife  a  wall  or  intrenchment  of  dry  flone.     Whilft  this  vat 
dolngy  his  Haves  were  employed  in  drag^ng  feventy  plccei 
bf  liis  largeft  artillery,  which  he  caufed  to  be  planted  nfdA 
nine  batteries,  which  were  reared  in  (o  many  di^isnt  plaess^ 
All  this  while  Cordona^  who  commanded  the  four  gallics 
from  Sicity^  had  been  fauntering  out  at  fea,  waiting  only,  as 
we  lately  hinted,  for  the  taking  of  the  fort,  in  order  to  re«  > 
turn  with  them  homewards.    Hapfnly  for  the  beTieged,  the 
two  gentlemen,  who  had  been  fent  to  inquire  about  it,  offi«  ^ 
cioufly  concealed  the  lofs  of  it  irom  him,  but  told  him  with* 
a],  that  it  would  be  quickly  furrendered,  if  fome  fpaedy  ko 
<0Qr  was  not  fent  to  prevent  it.    Coritma  flill  hefitating^aad^ 
willmg  to  delay,  the  knights  and  fecular  gentlemen  that  vivi^ 
in  his  galley  threatened  him  fo  hard,  that  he  was  obliged  (9 
land  them  at  the  bay  of  the  BUuJt  Stone  \  which  done,  he  in*' 
ftantly  failed  back  for  Sicily.     The  grand  mafler.  apprifed«f 
their  landing,  fent  them  fome  guides,  who  conduced  then 
privately  to  the  Cdla  de  In  Scala^  wheace,  by  the  help  of  * 
thick  fog,    they  fafely  arrived  at  the  borough,  and  ^wi^ 
joyfully  received  by  the  grand  matter.  This  timely  reinforce- 
ment, con  fitted  of  about  600  men,  47  of  whom  were  kfitgfit^ 
of  the  order,  jp  wci'e  Spanijb  officers,  of  experienced  ^•'' 


r 


C/k  The  Hipry  df  M^ihi:  257 

bitf^and  conduft,  it  were  Italians^  three  Germans^  and  ^.  • 

two  Engiybmen^  who  were  all  difperfed,  at  their  own  defircj    . 
into  thp  moft  dangerous  polls,  together  with  the  troops  they 
bad  brought  wi!h  them. 

Th£  ba(ha  had  by  this  time  taken  fuel)  care  to  hem  them  Adangf 
in,  that  they  had  now  no  communication  left  but  by  the'"^*^/^^ 
mouth  of  the  grand  port,  which  could  not  be  flopped  by  anyj'^  oftbg 
meaos  but  by  his  making  himfelf  matter  of  the  cape  or  point  T? 
of  land  of  the  peninfula.     This  was  at  firfl  deemed  imprac-**  ^J^^'''** 
dcable  by  the  council,  till  the  admiral  propofed  an  expedi-  Qf^-t 
cat,  which,  was  immediately  approved  ofj  but  was  fuch  an 
OBeasnone  of  the  befieged  were  aware  of,  or  could  have 
dreamed  of,  and  would  have  been  infallibly  executed,  had  it 
not  been  providendally  difcovered  to  the  grand  mailer  t^  one 
of  the  Turkijb  council,  who,  from  a  motive  of  religion,  as 
well  as  a  fingular  efleem  for  •  the  order,  hazarded  his  life 
to  come   and  communicate  it  to  him.      This  gendeman 
wais  rmnedLqfcaris,  and  had  been  taken  prifoner  by  the 
Turks  at  the  fi^e  of  PatraSj  and  educated  in  the  Turkijb  re-     ' 
Bgion,  and,  tho'  bom  a  Chrillian,  had  fufFered  hisambidon 
to  e&ce  all  the  traces  of*  his  education  dll  that  tery  time. 
He  had  by  degrees  raifed  himfelf  fo  high  by  his  merit,  as  to 
be  one  of  the  head  officers  of  the  fpahis,  and  a  member  of    ' 
i  tbecoAncil  of  war ;  but  the  conduft  and  intrepid  valour  with    ' 
;  which  the  Malthefe  knights  had  defended  the  fort  of  St.  EU  ' 
I  »9,  having  infplred  him  with  an  uncommon  regard  for  that 
;  order,  he  could  not  hear  fuch  a  deflrtiflive  proje6l  agreed 
I  upon  without  feeling  the  moft  pungent  fentiments  of  pity  and 
i  concern  for  it.  , 

i  Accordingly,  as  foon  as  the  council  was  broke  up,  he  * 
[made  the  beft  of  his  way  towards  the  fea,  over-againft  St, 
Mcbets  point,  whence  he  made  iigns  with  his  turbaA  for  a 
i  Jwait  to  bring  him  over.  He  was,  however,  difcovered  by 
iboie  rambling  Turks,  who,  gueiting  ac  his  intentions,  made 
•U  the  hafte  they  could  to  feize  upon  him.  This  obliged 
Ami,  tho*  a  novice  at  it,  to  fave  his  life  by  fwimming ;  which 
beiiig  perceived  by  the  Chriflians  on  the  other  fide,  they  dif- 
patched  immediately  four  or  five  of  their  beft  fwimmers  to 
fetch  him  over,  who  came  juft  time  enough  to  fave  him  from 
£nldng.  As  loon  as  he  was  recovered,  he  defired  to  be  coa- 
jdudcd  to  the  grand  mafter,  where  he  made  a  full  difcovery  of  * 
ihe  balha's  and  admiral's  defign,  in  order  to  deprive  them  of 
all  farther  fuccours  from  abroad.  We  need  not  tell  our  read- 
ers how  thankfully  fuch  an  important  advice  was  received  by 
die  grand  mafter  and  council.  He  had  a  cbnfiderable  pen- 
£oa  immediately  fettled  upon  him,  which,  with  all  the  other 
Mod.  Hist.  Vol.  XIX*  R  favotirs 


bvours  and  marks  of  efteem  and  confideDce,  he  waft  so  Ufs 
lealous  to  defenre  by  the  continual  fervices  be  did  to  the 
order  ♦. 

The  grand  nlafler  was  not  a  little  fnrpri&d  at  this  fignad 
jpnerofity,  for  which  he  made  him  ample  returns ;  but  he 
was  much  more  fo  at  the  deep-laid  projeA  of  the  admiral, 
which,  if  not  fpeedily  prevented,  would  infallibly  oecafioa 
the  lofs  of  the  iAand.    But  his  diligence  was  equal  to  the 
danger ;  and  he  made  fuch  fpeed  to  have  not  only  that  point 
of  land,  but  feveral  others  of  the  like  importance,  de- 
fended by  proper  wood-works,  towers,  6c.  that  the  baflit 
WAS  in  the  utmoft  furprife  to  fee,  as  he  exprefled  it,  fo 
many  Aacadps  fpmng  fuddenly  out  of  the  earth,  and  wlach 
totally  defeated  the  admiral's  pfcgeft.  He  tried  at  firft  to  hm 
them  cut  down  by  his  Turks,  whom  he  difpatched  thidtff 
with  axes  in  thdr  glfdles ;  but  they  had  fcarce  b^n  thtir 
work  before  they  were  furrounded  with  a  (hoal  of  Maltbeje^ 
Who  fwam  over  to  them  naked  vnih  their  fwords  in  thdr 
mouths,  and  killed  a  good  ntimber  of  them,  and  put  the  refi 
n>  flight.     Tliey  refumed  the  work  on  the  next  day  with  tbA 
fame  ill  fuccefs  and  lofs;  fo  that  the  balha,  finding  itirn* 
praAicable,  ordered  his  artillery  to  begin  th^  fire  i^nyi^ 
the  ]rface  from  all  his  batteries,  on  the  1 5th  of  fuiy. 
Oijtlt  •f       The  caftle  of  5f .  Angeh,  in  particular,  was  annoyed  bythe 
Sc.Michd  batteries  which  they  had  raifed  on  the  fort  of  St.  Ehu>*,  die 
fddlj  tat'  bocDUgh  and  fort  St.  MUhri  yfrtre  battered  by  thofe  of  mountf 
tirtd.        Cvr^idin,  Sctrheras,  Cdcarai  and  other  eminences,  and  the 
fine  was  lb  fierce  on  both  fides;  that  the  iOand  appeared  8k^ 
a  dreadful  volcano.     The  befiegers  had  already  demoliAel 
feveral  di  their  outworks,  and  carried  their  trenches  as  fior  it; 
the  ditch  of  the  cafHe  and  borough  of  St.  IVRchel,  whidi' 
having  no  communication  either  with  the  great  borough  of 
the  caftle  of  ^/.  Angeh^  but  by  an  unwieldy  ferry-boat,  couli 
not,  without  the  greatefl  difficulty  and  danger,  receive  fue* 
oours  firom  dther,  and,  being  the  weakeft  part,  was  the  molt 
fiercely  attacked.    This  oMiged  the  befieged,  bv  the  adrioe 
df  the  young  chevalier  Baft^^  brother  to  the  hiHorian  oftea 
quoted  in  this  chapter,  to  build  a  wood^  bridge,  Aipportdl 
by  barrels  and  tuns  dtily  poifed,  between  them,  which  proved 
of  fingalar  ufe  in  the  fequel.     The  bafiia  had  likewife  meda 
two  confiderable  breaches  in  the  great  borough,  but  wasirill- 
ing  to  put  off  the  aflault  till  the  arrival  of  Hafflam,  it(m  Ah 
gUrSj  whom  he  expected  with  a  large  ret&forcement  of  \A 
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dxACe^  troops.  He  arrived  accordingly  a  feW  days  iftcri  at 
the  head  of  a,5od  ftout  veterans ;  and  tho*  but  a  young  (oU 
dier  in  comparifoa  of  Muftdbha^  was  vain  enough  to  tell  him, 
that,  if  he  had  been  there  fooner,  the  (inall  fort  of  St.  Ehnk 
had  never  held  oat  half  (o  long ;  and  begged  of  him  to 
have  the  honour  of  attacking  that  of  St.  Michel,  which  the 
old  ba(ha  readily  agreed  to,  and,  giving  him  6doo  of  his 
men,  promifed  to  aiitft  him  by  land. 

Hassan  being  refolved  to  attack  the  peninfula  La  Sengle^  Haifan 
Both  by  fea  and  land,  difpatched  an  old  Greek  renegado,  undertaktt 
aamed  Candelijfa,  who  had  ferved  his  piratic  apprentlcefhip  thefie^i  9/ 
Xinder  SarbaroJ/a,  with  a  good  number  of  his  gallied,  andSt.Mi- 
half  of  his  Jlgerine  forces  and  flaves,  to  break  their  way^^* 
through  the  Scerbefas  and  Port  Muzeto  into  the  grand  port, 
border  to  make  himfelf  maAer  of  the  flacado,  which  the 
Turh  had  attempted  in  vain,  and  to  break  the  chain  and  pa* 
Bfadoof  the  port,  in  order  to  convey  his  men  by  land  to  that 
peoinfiiU*  The  brave  Ouinierano,  often  mentioned,  who  com* 
inanded  that  point  of  land,  and  had  ralfed  a  battery  of  fix 

£0$  upon  it,  let  their  veflels  approach  till  they  Were  withia 
>t,  and  i^ade  fo  good  a  fire  with  his  cannon  and  mufketry^ 
that  he  funk  feveral  of  them,  and  killed  about  460  of  his 
Turks  with  thai  fingle  difcharge.  CanJeliffa,  not  dt  all  dif* 
,  iaayed,  landed  at  the  head  of  his  men,  and  had  gained  the  • 
ihore,  when  a  fecond  fiioc  of  two  guns,  loaded  with  cartridge. 
And  kept  in  referve  Ibr  him,  were  difcbarged,  defi:royed  a 
good  dmnber  of  them,  and  put  the  red  to  flight ;  whilft  he, 
to  prevent  their  getting  to  lea  again,  made  a  figrial  to  his 
barks  ta  remove  farther  off;  (b  that  noW  they  were  ob%ed 
to  fight  or  die.  The  Jlgerine  troops  returned  to  the  attack, 
trhkh  proved  an  obftinate  one  of  five  hours,  at  the  end  of 
which  they  gained  the  poft,  and  planted  kvth  of  their  f):and-« 
ards  upon  it.  They  did  not  keep  it  long,  before  the  few 
Ufalthe/e  that  were  left  came  back,  with  admiral  Monti  at 
tbdr  liead,  dad  renewed  the  fight  with  frefli  fury,  and,  being 
prefently  after  reinforced  by  a  frefii  detachment  fent  by  the 
grand  n)a(ter,  drove  them  away  with  great  lofs,  Candeliffa  be* 
v[%  one  di  the  foremoft  and  fwifteft  in  the  flight.  The  ^A 
gerines,  however,  notwithftanding  their  leader's  cowardice, 
maintained  their  ground,  and  retired  fighting  till  they  got  to 
thdr  veilels,  tho'  many  Were  flaid  id  the  retreat.  They  fared 
fill  worfe  at  lea,  where  their  veflels  were  overwhelmed,  and 
agrcat  number  of  them  funic  by  the  fire  of  the  adjacent  bat- 
teries, whilft  thofe  that  ftrove  to  fwim  to  the  fliore  begged  for 
({aarter  in  the  moft  fuppliant  pofture,  and  were  inflantly  cut 
iQpieoes,  without  any  other  anfwer  than  that  it  was  St,  El-^ 

R  %  mo't 


26o  ^e  Hijlory  of  Malthi.  B.  XVIII. 

ijw's  pay.  The  port  was  foon  after  fcen  covered  with  dead 
bodies,  fome  whole,  others  mangled,  heads,  arms,  legs,  be.  • 
fwimming  amongft  them ;  fo  that,  of  4000  men  which  £uled 
put  on  that  expedition,  fcarcely  500  gotofTfafe.  The  Chii- 
flians  likewife  loft,  beddes  a  great  number  of  their  men,  « 
above  100  knights,  gentlemen  volunticrs,  and  other  pcrfons 
'  pf  diftinftion,  and  amongft  them  the  young  chevalier  de  To-  , 

ledb,  fon  to  the  viceroy  of  Sicily »  What  was  ftill  Worfe,  thofe 
.  that  were  wounded  were  obliged  to  ftay  and  be  dreJOTed  in 
their  pofts,  there  being  no  poflibility  to  get  them  conveyed  to 
the  infirmary,  without  running  a  greater  danger  from  the 
enemy. 
HafTan  Hassan,  on  the  other  hand,  had  battered  the  caftle  and 

obftinatelj  borough  oiSt,  Michel  with  fuchfuccefs,  whilft  his  Jlzerinei 
cpfc/ed,      Adi\2in(:tA  their  trenches  almoft  clofe  to  the  fofle,  that  tome  of 
his  ftandards  foon  appeared  upon  feveral  parts  of  the  para- 
pet.    Thefe,  however,  met  with  fuch  a  hot  reception  from 
the  batteries  of  the  befieged,  loaded  with  cartridge,  and 
fired  through  the  thickeft  of  them,  as  cut  vaft  nnmb^s  of 
them  in  pieces,  and  obliged  the  reft  to  file  ofFby  the  parapet 
to  another  breach  which  they  thought  lefs  defended.    Here 
they  met  at  firft  with  better  fucceft,  through  fome  accident 
that  happened  within  the  retrenchment,  which  caufed  the  lofs 
of  fome  brave  knights  who  defended  it ;  but  thefe  being 
immediately  fucceeded  by  a  frelh  fupply,  the  conteft  was  re- 
newed with  great  vigour,  till  Hajfatit  unable  to  ftand  it  out 
longer,  was  obliged  to  found  a  retreat.  They  were  no  fooner 
retired  than  Miiftapha^  who  dcfpaired  of  fucceeding  by  any 
other  means  than  by  tiring  out  the  befieged,  immediately  fop- 
plied  their  place  with  fome  of  his  beft  forces ;  fo  that  the 
knights,  fatigued  as  they  were  already  both  with  fighting 
and  the  heat  of  the  dog-days,  were  forced  to  return  to  their 
arms  before  they  had  had  leifure  to  refrefti'themfelves ;  not- 
withftanding  which,  they  had  no  fooner  exchanged  fire  with " 
the  janiflaries,  than   they  attacked  them  fword  in  hand. 
The  fury  and  flaughter  was  equal  on  both  fides  for  a  long 
while,  till  the  foldiers,  feeing  fome  of  their  beft  commanders 
fall,  gathered  up  multitudes  of  the  inhabitants,  men,  wo- 
men, and  children,  to  their  affiftance,  who  plied  them  \rith 
fuch  vollies  of  ftones  and  fiery  hoops,  as  obliged  them  to  re- 
treat, in  fpite  of  all  the  bafha  could  do  to  prevent  it.    The 
Maltheje^  however,  loft  above  200  of  their  foldiers,  forty  rf 
their  knights  and  beft  commanders.     That  of  the  Turks  was 
ftill  vaftly  more  conliderable,  as  thofe  were  fome  of  their  beft 
troops,  and  fuch  as  were  referved  for  the  moft  arduous  and 
*  dangerous  euterprizes. 

This 


C.;.  The  Hijiory  of  Makha:  i6t 

This  di{aller  obliged  him  to  caufe  fuch  another  woodea 
bridge  to  be  reared  as  he  had  done  at  fort  St.  Ehno,  which 
the  grand  mafter,  who  knew  the  confequence  of  it,  was  not 
lefs  folicitous  to  haye  deftroyed  ;  and  as  he  found  it  imprac« 
ticabie  in  the  night,  by  reafon  of  the  ftrong  guard  fet  over  it, 
he  refolved  to  do  it  by  day-light,  and  appointed  his  own  ne« 
phew  to  conduA  that  dangerous  enterprize.  He  accordingl]^ 
went  at  the  head  of  a  (bong  detachment,  and  tried  in  vain,* 
by  the  help  of  cable  and  other  ropes^  to  have  pulled  away  the 
fupporters  from  under  it,  but  found  himfelf  at  once  over- 
whelmed with  voUies  of  fmall  fhot  from  the  enemy,  which 
killed  a  great  part  of  his  men,  and  put  the  reft  to  flight, 
leaving  him  and  another  knight,  named  Polafiron,  expoled  to^^'^^i' 
their  fire,  which  quickly  difpatched  them  both.  The  Turks  Y^j}^^^ 
immediately  advanced  to  carry  their  heads  to  the  bafha,  who 
had  fixed  a  reward  upon  every  knight's  head  that  was 
brought  to  him ;  but  their  men,  afliamed  i  to  have  thus 
faafely  abandoned  them,  came  back  with  double  fury,  and^ 
after  a  fierce  and  bloody  ftruggle,  carried  off  their  bodies  un- 
mumed.  The  grand  mafter  bore  the' death  of  his  young  ne- 
phew with  a  peculiar  unconcern,  telling  thofe  who  condoled 
him  upon  it,  that  every  knight  was  as  dear  to  him  as  he  was ; 
and  addling,  that^  unlefs  fome  fpeedy  fuccour  arrived  from  Si^ 
dfyf  they  had  Dp  other  refuge  left  than  that  of  burying  them- 
felves,  every  one  like  him,  under  the  ruins  of  the  place.  Be- 
ing ftUl  refolved  to  demolifti  the  bridge  by  any  means,  he 
caufed  a  hole  to  be  dug  through  the  wall,  on  the  fame  level 
with  it,  and  having  planted  a  large  cannon  in  it,  the  firft  (hot  , 
was  lucky  enough  to  fhake  the  whole  fabric,  and  a  few  more 
brought  it  nearer  to  the  ground,  when  they  fet  fire  to  it  on 
the  following  night,  and  reduced  it  to  afhes. 

The  bafha,  impatient  and  fearful  of  the  foltan's  anger  at  ' 
his  ill  fucceis,  called  a  council  of  war,  in  which  it  was  refolved 
that  he  and  the  Mgerine  bey  fliould  purfue  the  fiege  as  ufual, 
whiift  the  admiral  Phiali,  with  his  marines,  began  that  of  the 
great  borough  and  of  (the  caftle  of  St.  Angeh^  and  Candeliffa 
fcoured  the  fea  with  eighty  ftout  gallies.  Both  the  bafha  and 
adsural  plied  all  their  batteries  with  fuch  fury,  that  the  bo- 
rough and  caftle  of  St.  Michel  were  almoft  deftroyed,  and  the 
great  one  had  received  fome  confiderable  breaches,  efpecially 
at  the  quarters  of  Cqftile  and  Auvergne.  They  continued 
demoUfiiing  the  fortifications  with  their  conftant  fire,  and 
harafiing  the  befieged  with  their  daily  aflaults  and  fkirmUhes. 
Numbers  of  them  were  killed  every  day  by  thofe  unintermit- 
ted  hoftilitieS;  and  the  garrifons  became  daily  weaker  and 
thinner. 
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r^f  ^a>(^tf      Thb  boAa,  encouraged  by  their  vifible  dtcay,  Teatnreidl 
ftrcid  t9    to  make  «  frelh  and  furious  aidkult  oa  the  fort  aod  town  of 
/oMnJ  A      St.  Micbel,  oa  the  2d  of  jiuguft^  in  which  the  Turks  and  At- 
titrioi.     g^rUuSf  animated  with  the  hopes  of  a  rich  plunder,  mounted 
the  breaches  like  defperadoes,  and  ftood  the  fire  and  miffilfi 
weapons  of  the  Chriilians  with  fuch  an  unfhaken  obftinacyt 
^s  gave  .the  Malthefi  knights  an  opportunity  of  making  a 
dreadful  bavock  of  them»  during  the  fpace  of  fix  hours,  till 
Mi^/la^A  thought  fit  to  (bund  a  retreat,  tofave  the  refl.  H9 
did  not  renew  it  till  fire  days  after,  when  he  ordered  it  to  be 
0ade  in  feveral  places,  in  order  to  oblige  the  ChriAians  to 
divide  tbeir  forces,  whilfl  himfelf  attacked  the  fort  of  St.  AE* 
cbel  afrefb,  and,  if  poi&ble,with  redoubled  fury,  and  a  greater 
number  of  his  beft  troops.    The  js^nUIaries,  who  marched  at 
the  head  of  them,  were  ahnoft  all  cut  off  by  the  befieged  be- 
fore they  reached  the  ditch ;  fo  that  the  reft  were  obliged  to 
frample  over  their  bodies  to  gain  the  breach,  where  they  met' 
with  fuch  fierce  oppofition,  that  the  place  became  one  comt* 
aued  (cene  of  blood  and  (laughter  during  the  fpacc  of  &mr 
hours  more,  the  Turks  obftinately  flriving  to  maintain  thnr 
poAs*  and  the  kpighu  as  furioufly  employed  in  dtflbdgMig 
them. 
Thi  WO'        I^  ^i^  obftinate  cpnteft  the  Malthefe  had  the  advantsgB 
mm  and    to  fee  tbemfelves  aflifted  by  their  very  women  and  children, 
ibildren     who  came  with  an  intrepid  bravery  to  fupply  than,  £c>me 
annfiytbi  \rith  arms  and  ammunition,  others  with  wine,  fruits,  and 
qfdknts.  other  refrefhments ;  whilft  others,  more  robuft,  keptpeltii^ 
the  enemy  with  ftpnes,  fire- works,  melted  pifich,  and  other 
deftrudive  mifliles.    The  Turks  made  no  difierence  between 
.them  and  the  fpldiers,  but  maflacred  as  many  of  tbdie viragos 
as  diey  could  come  af.     The  difmal  outories  of  the  wounded 
dF  both  fides  and  fexes,.  of  the  purfuers  and  fugitives,  and 
efpecially  their  reciprocal  fire,  made  the  place  appear  a  fceoe 
af  moft  dreadful  horror,  whilft  the  baiha  ftood  at  the  foot 
of  the  breach  with  his  fword  drawn,  ready  to  cleave  into  two 
tU  that  gave  way.    The  grand  mailer  and  his  officers  beheld 
4ldl  this  from  sa  eminence,  and  expeded  ^ery  moment  to  bear 
lEJhe  enemy's  (houts  of  vi^ory,  when,  to  their  great  ibrpri^ 
ifkey  heard  their  drums  b^t  a  retreat  by  the  order  of  the 
bafha. 

This  fudden  turn  was,  it  feems,  owing  to  a  detacbmeat 
.  of  horfe,  which  was  fent  from  the  Notabk  City  by  the  eofli- 
aMMkr  Mqfquita^  the  governor  of  it,  to  St.  Mkiitn  fort 
They  were  commanded  by  two  brave  chevaliers  of  the  oidcr, 
fttd  each  trooper  carried  a  foot-foldier  behind  him*  They 
Ibet  QO, their  way  a  Turkj/b  lodgment,  where  the  hadbz  bad. 


(m  aU  l^s  woondcd,  which  were  in  great  number,  but 
wbotcjgasUrd  was  fcattered  about.    He  ordered  their  men  to 
diijDooiU,  wd  cut  m  pieces  all  the  fjck  and  wounded,  whofc 
flrievoos  oiitcries  fooo  reached  the  Turkijb  camp,  where  the 
-  natives  brought  the  alarming  news  that  the  Sicilian  forces 
were  Unded,  with  a  full  reioI^tiQn  to  engage  the  be/ieger^ 
^d  oblige  them  to  raLGb  the  iiege,     Th^.  papic  fpread  itfelf 
quite  to  the  fcene  of  aAion»  and  caufed  fuch  a  confufion 
aoioDgft  the  combatants,  that  the  bafha  was  once  more  obliged 
to  found  a  retreat*    He  w^s  foon  after  apprifed  of  the  occar 
Hon  of  this  bik  report,  at  which  he  was  io  afham^d,  that  he 
woold   have  renewed  thf  attack  with  greater  fu^y,  had  not 
(us  officers  put  him  in  miud  of  the  approaching  night,  whicl^ 
^9K  ma;  well  imagine  proved  a  very  uneafy  one  to  him. 

Among  other  deftrudlive  ways  th^t  were  ufed  in  a  fkgt^  Tbiplac$ 
Mufiapba  had  not  forgot  that  which  makes  the  moil  dreadful  *^;^- 
havock*     His  mines  had  been  carried  oa  with  fuch  fu^cefs,^^^ 
la  fpite  of  aJl  the  grand  mailer's  vigilance  to  difcover  them,, 
(hat  the  bedded  looked  upon  themlelves  as  {ituated  between 
two  fires,  and  had  not  one  fpot  of  ground  where  they  could 
diiak  themfelves  fafe.     The  grand  mafier,  Under  all  the& 
difficulties,  had  once  more  recourfe  to  the  viceroy  of  Sicily ^ 
and  ga^ve  his  miniiler  fuch  a  lively  reprefentation  of  the  dt- 
Sad^  and  danger  they  were  reduced  to,  that  he  obliged  hin^ 
%t  loigth  to  feud  him  a  powerful  fuccour,  z\  we  flv^.  fee  in    ^ 
ijts  proper  place. 

In  the  mean  time  Mujlapha  and  Phiali^  afhamed  of  fo  d/rejh 
■uivy  repulf^  from  fo  in\aUaforc^  unanimouay  refolvedi^/a/i. 
either  to  n^ke  themfelves  millers  of  the  place>  or  to  bury 
ihemCdves  la  the  trenches,  and  renewed  the  attack  on  the 
18 th  of  AugitftM  begini^ing  it  juf\  in  the  heat  of  the  day,  when^ 
^c  beiiq^^  were,  as  they  fupjpofed,  taking  fbme  refrefhment/ 
Accordingly^  about  twelve  ot  the  clock,  the  former  began 
Vfith  fuch  a  furioqjs  difcharge  oa.lus  fidci  a^  almpft  ruined 
the  remainder  ojf  the  fortifications  of  St.  Michel^  and,  with^ 
iiis  beft  troops,  nQwly  animated  with  threats  and  promifes^^ 
counted  the  s^ult.    The  flaughter  was  terrible  on  both^ 
ides  \  a  gp^  nunxb^  of  knights  loO;  thtir  lives;  but  were^ 
qoickly  fucceeded  by  freflx  ones ;  fo  that,  svfter  an  obftinate. 
oonfli^  of  fix  hours,  the  enemy  wa^  at  length  fo  powerfully, 
repulied,  that  the  b^(ha  was  again  conftrained  to  found  a  re* 
treat,  aod  \eaye  a  vaft  number  of  bis  men,  eithier  dead  or 
YQunded,  on  the  field  of  battle. 

Thb  a<imiral  Phiali^  on  the  other  hand,  did  not  appear . 
9P  Ids  attack  till  that  on  ^/.  Michel  vf2c&  at  the  height,  in^ 
ippes  that  the  grand  mailer  would  fend. a  gopd  part  of  his^ 
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forces  to  its  relief;  after  which  he  began  lus  part  with  fpring- 
ing  a  mine,  where  the  befieged  leaft  expefled  it,  and 
which  occafioned  fuch  havock  and  confufion,  that  he  muft  of 
courfe  have  carried  the  place,  had  the  knights  been  leis 
watchful  and  intrepid  than  they  were.  But  as  the  grand 
mafter  had  taken  care  to  leave  no  place  unguarded,  there  ap* 
peared,  immediately  after  blowing  of  the  mine,  a  fuffident 
number  tp  oppofe  themfelves  to  the  aflailants,  who,  on  didr 
part,  ufed  fuch  furprifmg  diligeace,  that  they  bad  already 
planted  feveral  of  their  enfigns  on  the  parapet.  The  grand 
mafter,  apprifed  of  the  bloody  conteft  that  enfued,  inftead 
of  fending  them  a  frefh  fupply»  as  they  had  defired  from  him, 
(laid  only  to  clap  an  old  hebnet  on  his  head,  and  taking  a 
p^e  in  his  hand,  ran  at  the  head  of  his  frefh  detachment, 
^nd  expofed  himfelf  foremost  in  the  fight.  He  was  immedi* 
ately  furround^d  by  a  number  of  his  knights,  who  begged 
him,  in  thp  mofl  moving  terms,  not  to  hazard  with  his  life 
the  lofs  of  the  iQand,  and  of  all  it^  inhabitants;  bnt  he, 
>vith  his  ufual  fternnefs,  refufed  to  Uftcn  to  their  intreaties. 
.  ^*  How  can  I,"  ifaid  he,  "  ftand  idle  here,  and  fee  fo  many 
"  of  thofe  Turkijb  |landards  difplayed  upon  the  ramparts ; 
.  '*  or  where  can  I,  at  the  age  of  above  feventy,  die  more  ho- 
"  nourably  than  upon  this  fpot,  and  among  my  brethren?" 
Thicfe  words  had  fuch  anelFeft  upon  them,  that  they  all  ran 
f^^  Turks  eagerly  towards  the  enemy,  and  left  not  off  fighting  till  they 
4rit)en  ,  had  got  every  flandard  down,  and  repulfed  the  enemy  to  their 
hack  to      trenches. 

fbeir  This  did  uot  hinder  the  afiault  being  renewed  the  \«7 

$ren(bes.    next  morning,  in  which  the  Turkijb  bafha  did  not  a  little  de- 
pend upon  a  new  deftruftive  machine,  invented  by  one  of 
nis  engineers.     It  was  a  barrel,  of  more  than  common  iize 
and  length,  flrongly  braced  with  iron  hoops,  and  filled  with 
gunpowder,  ftiot,  chains,  nails,   and  other  iron  fragments, 
which  was  to  be  thrown  with  a  lighted  match  amongft  the 
thicked  of  the  knights  who  defended  4  ravelin,  and  which 
they  threw  among  them  :  but  thofc  intrepid  warriors  ran  to 
it  at  all  adventures  time  enough  to  tumble  it  back  npon  them 
l)efore  it  had  taken  fire.  It  fprang  up  accordingly  with  a  far-^ 
prifing  explbfion  among  thole  that  were  mounting  the  breach 
m  thick  crouds.     Imnaediately  after  which  a  vaft  number  of 
};eads,  arnis,  legs,  whole  and  half  bodies,  were  blown  up  in* 
to  the  air,  which  fo  terrified  the  reft  that  they,  betook  thcm- 
fclv^s  to  flight  in  the  utmoft  hurry  and  confufion ;  of  whkh 
tjic  Malthefe  taking  the  advantage,  they  purfued  them  to  their 
YCfy  trenches,  and  made  a  terrible  flaughtcr  among  thofc  fii- 
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The  admiral  Pbiali,  on  his  part,  attacked  the  bulwark  of 
.  Cafiilemth  equal  fury,  aii.d  with  no  lefs  ftout  rcfiftance.  negraad 
Tbe  grand  matter  was  there,  afGfting  and  encouraging  his  mafier 
fyfceSy  till  he  received  a  wound  in  his  leg  by  the  burfting  of  ^wo^^^d. 
'  a  hand-granado,  which  he  took  care  to  conceal  whiift  the 
,  heat  of  the  onfet  lafted,  that  is,  till  his  men,  who,  animated 
^  by  his  prefence,  fought  with  the  utmoft  bravery,  had  re- 
gained the  parapet,  and  drove  the  Turks  away  with  great 
.  I06.    We  (hould  become  quite  tedious  to  our  readers,  were 
we  to  go  on  with  a  journal  of  the  fiege,  during  which  every 
daywpuld  only  entertain  them  with  new  allaults  and  new 
\  loSes  on  both  fides.     At  length  the  Chriftians  were  ter- 
;  ribly  weakened,  and  the  fortifications  of  the  town  and  caftle 
of  ^t.  Michael  fo  utterly  deftroyed,  that  the  commanding 
^  officers  thought  fit  to  propoie  the  blowing  them  up,  after 
ihey  had  removed  all  their  lick  and  wounded,  together  with 
the  arms,  ammunition,  drr.  into  the  great  borough  and  the 
I  caflle  of  St.  Jngek ;  but  this  the  grand  mafler  rejedled  with 
the  utmofl:  fcorn,  alleging,  that  the  abandoning  of  the  one 
\  xoQld  not  be  otherwife  followed  but  by  the  lofs  of  the  other. 
\  His  intrepidity  was  fuch  that  he  would  not  fo  much  as  liflen 
\  to  a  frefh  propofal  they  made  to  him,  viz,  to  remove  at  leafl: 
,  all  the  plate  and  facred  utenfils  belonging  to  the  church,  as 
i  well  as  his  own  perfon,  into  the  caftle  of  St,  Angelo^  leil  that 
(hould  encourage  the  enemy,   and  difpirit  his  own  men. 
**  This,"  faid  he  in  a  refolute  tone,  "  this  is  the  fpot,  my 
\  *V  dear  brethren*  where  we  muft  either  all  die,  or  bravely 
"  repel  th«  enemy."    And  to  (hew  how  much  he  was  in  ear- 
\  oeft,  he  only  left  as  many  of  the  garrifon  in  that  caftle  as 
;  were  neceflary  to  attend  the  artillery,  and  difperfed  the  reft 
into  other  pcrfb  that  wanted  to  be  reinforced.    There  was 
\  ftiU  one  thing  which  gave  him  fome  uneafinefs,  viz,  the  ca- 
valier which  PAia/r  had  reared  againft  the  wall  of  the  bo- 
roi^,  on  which  that  admiral  had  left  a  fmall  garrifon ;  but, 
;  OQ  that  very  night,  a  hole  was  made  with  as  little  noife  as 
poffible  through  the  wall,  at  which  fome  Spanijb  knights 
I  nllying  out,  eafiiy  gained  the  height  of  the  work,  whence, 
,  with  their  ndfe  and  weapons,  they  eaiily  drove  the  guard ; 
npon  which  they  immediately  raifed  a  parapet,  and  mounted 
iome  cannon  upon  it,  and  plied  it  againft  the  enemy. 

Mc  STAPHS,  by  this  time,  rightly  concluded,  that  nothing  Tir  Turks 
lefs  than  famine  could  ever  reduce  thofe  intrepid  warriors ;  in  'want  §f 
but  whiift  he  was  deliberating  about  the  means  of  doing  it,  f^vifiom, 
he  had  the  mortification  to  find  that  he  was  in  much  greater 
danger  of  it  than  they,  his  own  provilions  being  nearly  ex- 
)uH}ft(»j,  and  a  vefTelj  whi^  was  bringing  him  a  fireih  fupply 
.3  of 
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of  corn,  bavibg  been  taken  by  iooie  Sicilian  gallks.    This 

obliged  him  to  alter  bis  meafures,   and  to  try  his  fortuap  ^ 

agatnft  the  Notable  City,  vhicb^  being  fituatcd  nearer  to  th< 

center  of  the  ifland^  be  was  told  was  neither  well  fortified  ^ 

nor  ftrongly  garrifoned ;  fo  that  if  he  could  bat  once  makft.  ] 

himfelf  mafter  of  it.  he  flattered  himfelf  he  ihould  find  in  it  i 

pot  only  plenty  of  provifions,  but  an  immen^  plunder,  aad  j 

make  fuch  a  vaft  number  of  flaves,  as  fhonld  at  leaft  help  t$^^ 

conceal  the  difgrace  of  bis  ill  focpe(s>  and  the  lofs  of  fo  coat  \ 

iiderable  a  part  of  his  army.    Fluffed  with  this  expe6faitioQ|  i 

he  begai\  his  march  thitherward  on  the  firA  day  of  Stptemier^  '\ 

at  the  head  of  400Q  of  his  beft  janiiTaries  and  fpaUs. .  Byj 

this  time»  the  governor  Mefquita  was  fo  well  {u*eparcdy  tht^j 

upon  the  arrival  of  the  Turla/h  engineers,  who  were  fisat 

reconnoitre  the  place,  they  found  the'ramparts,  baAipas,  r 

other  works  around  it  covered  with  cannon,  muflcets,  pil 

(landards,  and  a  numerous  garriibn  id  arms  ;  not  only  th|j| 

citizens  and  countrymen,  but  even  the  womeA.  them&lve%j 

appearing  armed  cap-a-pie  in  foldiers  doaths.     This  gallaoU 

fyow  was  accompaiiied  by  a  fierce  difcharge  of  the  artiUeryi^ 

which  fo  terrified  the  engineers,  that  they  went  and  repr^ 

iented  the  attacking  of  the  plapeas  impraAicabli;  by  any  other 

method  than  by  a  regular  fiege.    The  baflia,  who  bo|»d  ((|^ 

JtULve  carried  it  by  fgalade,  without  dreaming  of  a  ficge,  f 

which  he  had  not  a  fufficient  force  left,  and  was  in  oonttju 

dread  of  being  furprifed  by  the  forces  that  vfere  exp^ei 

from  Sicifyf  was  glad  to  return  to  his  caJ^p,  though  withoal 

knowing  which  way  to  turn  himfelf  in  this  dangerous  Utoa*; 

tion.     His  laft  refuge  was  in  a  wooden  tovrer,  which  bi$  £i^^ 

gineers  contrived,  of  fufficient  height  to  overlook  the  vhol||| 

place.    This  being  wheeled  dofe  to  the  wall,  by  a  weU-cooH 

trived  mechanifm  within,  could,  aft^  evejy  difcharge,  w^ 

itfelf  below  the  parapet  of  the  wall,  and  be  covered  by  it 

from  the  fire  of  the  befieged.     The  machine  had  already. 

done  fome  dreadful  eKccution„  and  was  likely  to  have  done  i| 

great  deal  more,  when  an  expert  engineer  of  the  iOand  be>, 

thought  himfelf  of  making  an  embrafure  through  the  wa%^ 

by  the  help  of  which  he  took  advantage  \vhcn  it  was  raiM 

to  its  height,  to  fire  a  cannon  into  the  heart  of  it,  which 

broke  it  aU  in  pieces,  and  cruflied  the  foldiers  that,  were  in  it 

under  its  ruins.     This  laft  refource  having  failed  kbi,  he  had 

once  more  recoarfe  to  his  old  way  of  mining ;  but  met  ^fidl 

no  better  fuccefs,  from  the  indefatigable  induilry  ciihtMd' 

thefe^  who  did  not  fu&r  one  of  them  to  take  efS^A ;.  the  di& 

appointment  of  which  reduced  him  to  the  utmoQ  dc^piur# 


Bt  this  time  the  grand  mafter  received  the  agreeable  QeilN|; 
dttt  the  Sicilian  fleet  bad  ff t  fail  on  the  firft  of  S^ptimk^r, 
Qomfflanded  by  the  viceroy,  in  which  was  a  great  number  of  - 
^karghts  of  theor<)ert  and  other  volunte^s,  who  bad  waited 
iDpatiendy  at  M^na  a  confiderable  time  for  this  opportunity 
pf  embarking  for  the  defence  of  the  iflaad.  He  had  befide^ 
Uxmt  8000  brave  veteran  troops  with  him,  with  which  be 

rs  out  tHae  he  deHgned  to  attack  the  Turkijb  fleet.  They 
fail  accordingly  from  Syracufi,  with  the  dtfcharge  of  th^ 
Mole  artsUery,  and  the  (houts  of  the  fleet ;  hut,  being  parted 
b;  a  flDrm^  were  not  rejoined  till  the  fourth  day,  on  which 
Aej  weighed  anchor  agadn  from  the  tfland  of  Li$^/a.  Here 
Pqb  Garcia  recdved  a  frefli  letter  from  the  grand  mafter,  ac* 

Fiind^g  him  that  if  he  made  towards  the  coafl  of  Mugiara^ 
the  flats  of  MtUcca,  he  would  find  a  fure  ai^  fafe  landing ; 
hAead  of  whidi  li^  (ailed  dlreAly  for  the  ifland  of  O^^ 
pb'  withont  entering  into  the  cbanel,  which  made  every  one 
iifyc&  that  his  defign  was  not  to  land,  but  to  fhew  himfdf 
h  8  difiance  to  the  enemy,  till  he  could  find  (bme  pretence  of 
ietiirQii^  back  into  Sicily ^  as  he  accordingly  did,  upon  his 
hi^goard  being  parted  foon  after  by  a  ilorm. 

The  indignation  and  refentment  of  the  fleet  is  hardly  to  Tife  Sici* 
lie  eapreflled  *,  it  was  atte^ided  with  fuch  bitter  reflefUons,  ImJUa 
^even~  with  fuch  curfes,  that  he  was  obliged  to  call  afrefh  arri*vts  «r 
[iDimdlof  wirr,  to  advife  whether  they  ihould  attempt  the  fuc-  Maltha# 
ionrii^  of  Maltha.    One  q)ay  eafily  imagine  what  anfwer 
ifte  knight^  and  brave  volunteer  s  gave  to  the  queftion ;  but 
Aey  were  agreeably  furprifed  with  the  loud  murmurs  of  the 
snay  and  foldiery  againfl  him.    What  was  ilill  worTe,  hia 
Ittme^l  return  had  caufed  fuch  a  defertion  by  that  time, 
jbat  the  army  was  reduced  from  8009  to  6000  men ;  all 
vhich  obliged  him  to  fail  again;  fo  that,  the  wind  favour- 
hg,  they  arrived  about  evening  in  the  chanel  of  Co/a^  where 
^  cafl  anchor  for  that  night,  the  viceroy  not  permitting  * 
Aem  to  land  till  the  next  morning,  when  bimfelf  came  on 
^re  and  took  a  review  of  them.     They  immediateiy  took 
the  road  towards  the  Notable  City,  whilfl  he  reimbarked  for 
^cify^  the'  not  without  a  previous  promife  of  briogiog''400Q 
9Mi  more,  which  he  expeded  frotn  Italy. 

This  feiaforcement,  which,  as  we  hinted  above,  confifledy 
1)efides  the  6000  veterans  and  above  100  knights  of  the  or- 
ier,  of  a  very  great  number  of  volunteers,  of  the  greatel); 
^MUtlts  in  France,  Italy y  Spain^  and  other  parts  of  £ttre>^^» 
dl  buroiog  with  impatience  cf  fignalizing  themfelves  in 
^eocc  of  an  order;  which  had  been*  for  above  three 
veataries,  the  greatest  bulvrack  bf  (phriAend<Mn»  met  with 
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lifs  obftnilftion  in  their  march  towards  the  befleged,  as  Mnf^ 
tapha  had  all  along  expefled  thitt  the  viceroy  defigoed  to 
engage  him  at  fea,  in  order  to  convey  the  more  eafily  his 
fuccours  to  them,  and  had  bent  all  his  thoughts  in  fecvring 
the  entrance  of  the  great  port  by  a  ftrong  chain  and  (loot 
barricade,  and  had  kepr  fot  feverai  days  his  whole  fleet  ati 
anchor  at  the  mouth  of  the  port ;  fo  that  the  news  of  didr 
landing  at  an  oppofite  part  of  the  ifland  fo  dticotlcerted  hfaiv 
that,  without  flaying  to  inform  himfelf  about  their  number 
^befiigi    or  ftrength,  he  forthwith  raifcd  the  iiege,  withdrew  his  gar* 
rmfid.       rifon  out  of  fort  St.  E/mo,  and  embarked  with  fuch  ^pred^ 
ration  as  came  little  (hort  of  a  downright  flight.    He  lefti 
the  greateft  part  of  his  large  artillery  behind^  that  ^bef 
might  the  fooner  get  to  their  veflels  ;  where  be  was  feared; 
arrived,  when  a  deferter  came  and  informed  htm,  that  thk^ 
new  fuccour,  which  had  put  an  army  of  20,000  men  ifitflr 
fuch  a  conftemation,  confided  of  no  more  than  6000  meni| 
half  naked,  harafled  with  the  fea,  and  without  a  commanderJ 
This  advice,  however,  came  too  late  for  them  to  go  bacfc 
and  recover  their  trenches  and  pofts,  which  the  grand  matter 
had  taken  care  to  have  dellroyed  as  foon  as  they  had  iefb 
the  ifland. 
Jtitum  to      MusTAfPHA,  covered  with  fhame,  and  in  the  greateft  dresd 
/hi  Uland.  of  the  foltan's  refentment,  called  a  council  of  \var,  in  which' 
it  was  reiblved  to  return  into  Maltha^  and  attack  this  new^ 
fuccour  before  they  had  time  to  refrefh,  and  dl(pofe  them- 
felves  in  a   pofture  of  defence;  whilft  the  bey  of  ^^/^r/, 
with  hisgallies,  and  1600  of  his  men,'  fecured  their  retreat 
in  the  Ula^  or  bay  of  St.  Paul.     The  greateft  difficulty  was,' 
to  prevail  upon  the  foldiers  to  land,  who  loudly  complaiod^ 
of  his  cruelty,  that,  after  the  fatigues  and  dangers  they  hai^ 
undergone,  they  fhould  now  again  be  led  like  fo  many  flieep 
to  the  flaughter.     On  the  other  hand,  there  was  no  lefs  a 
ftruggle  among  the  commanders  of  the  newly-arrived  fuc- 
cours, how  to  aft  againft  them.     Jfcanio,  their  field  mar- 
fhal,  w^o  had  caufed  them  to  intrench  themfelves  onao 
eminence,  propofed  waiting  for  the  enemy  on  that  fpot'j 
but  the  commander  Alvarez  de  Sando,  a  perbn  of  great  ex- 
perience and  fway,  boldly  declared,  that  they  were  not  come 
thither  to  be  inaftive,  and  hazard  nothing,  but  to  go  and 
refolutely  meet  the  enemy,  and  by  that  means  prevent  dis 
difgrace  of  feeing  them  mafters  of  fome  of  the  places  they 
had  abandoned  by  a  frefh  and  defperate  attack.     His  advice  | 
was  approved  of,  if  not  as  the  fafeft,  yet  as  the  braveft  andl 
moft  glorious ;  and  the  far  greater  part  declared,  that,  rather 
than  ftay  in  their  intrencbments,  they  would  at*  all  hazards 
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reak  their  \7ay  even  through  the  enemy's  armyy  and  throw 
betn/elves  into  any  place  they  (hould  chance  to  befiege. 

According  to  this  refolution  they  marched  down  the  hill  'The  new 
nth  de  Sando  at  their  head,  attacked  the  enemy  in  iront^M^^ff^ 
rhiift  nuUi  did  the  fame  in  flank  ;  but  the  Turks,  who  '^''-'^^  -'«' 
pcre  brought  back  by  main  force,  Whether  out  of  rcfent- t^-^*^    ' 
lent,  or  on  account  of  the  exceffive  heat,  could  hardly  be  ^  *' 
rcfailed  upon  to  (land  in  their  own  defence,  and,  after  the 
icft  firing,  betook  themfelves  to  flight.     Mujlapha,  now  in 
be  greateft  danger  of  being  taken  by  the  Malthefe,  made 
ach  hafte  after  thofe  fugitives,  that  his  horfeflumbled  under 
im  more  than  once  or  twice ;  and  he  mud  needs  have  fallen 
HD  the  hands  of  his  purfuers,  had  not  fome  of  his  braveft 
ficers  faved  him  at  the  hazard  of  their  own  lives.     The 
3ttiflians  all  this  while  were  fo  eager  in  their  purfuit  after 
bem,  that  they  even  threw  away  their  armour,  and  expofed 
hemfelves   to  the  moft.  imminent  danger  of  being  cut  off 
»f  the  fire  of  the  Algerine  bey,  who  lay  concealed  behind  a 
dgjli  rock,  to  fecure  the  Turks  retreat ;  infomuch  that  fome 
f  them  loft  their  lives,  and,  among  them,   feveral  of  their 
Uef  coounanders.     The  flaughter  might  have  proved  Ail! 
I^cafier,  had  not  the  brave  de  Sando  come  to  their  aillftance 
rich  fome  frefli  battalions,  repulfed  the  Algerines,  and  reco- 
icred  the  prifoners  they  had  made ;  and  now  it  was  that  a 
lew  and  Ilrange  fight  began.     The  Turhijh  fugitives,  with-    • 
nt  offering  to  make  any  defence  agaihft  their  purfuers, 
iKmght  of  nothing  but  gaining  their  fliips,  under  the  fire 
^InaH  znd  Haffan  kept  up  againft  the  Chriftians.      This 
Bd  not  hinder  their  purfuing  them  with  fword  and  muflcet 
D  die  water,  above  thdr  girdles,  to  their  very  'boats,   and 
Sliog  vaft  numbers  of  them  before  they  could  gain  their 
lups.    The  number  of  men  which  the  baflia  loft,  from  the 
icg^nning  of  the  fiege  to  this  laft  embarkation,  is  fald  to 
iave  amounted  to  30,000 ;  the  reft,  with  the  greateft  diffi- 
alty  and  danger,  got  into  their  veflels ;  after  which  the  fleet  T'/J/ Turks 
ailed,  away  for  the  Levant.    We  are  told,  that  the  viceroyj^/V^wtfjr, 
f  Sialy  faW  them  in  full  fail  from  the  top  of  the  caftle  of 
^yracufe,  by  which  he  concluded,  without  any  farther  intel- 
igeace,  that  the  fiege  was  niifed.    We  ftiall  follow  them  no 
arther,  nor  enter  into  a  detail  of  the  reception  they  met  with 
it  the  Porte  ;  what  concerns  our  Malthefe  hiftory  is,  that 
^  foltan,  having  trampled  under  his  feet  the  letter  which 
jronght  him  the  firft  news  of  his  ill  fuccefs,  cried  <Jut  in  a 
^,  that  nothing  proved  fuccefsfiil  to  him,  unlefs  where  he 
^  prdent ;  and  that  he  was  refolved  by  the  next  year  to 

command 
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Sotiman^i  conitnand  hid  armameat  ia  perfon,  and  to  deftroy  and  esXi 
tkfiluHon    minace  the  whole  order  of  Maltha  out  of  that  illaad*. 
t^ainft  l^HUs  happily  ended  this  fo  celebrated  though  bloqi 

llaluu.  iicge,  of  which  we  have  ventured  no  farther  thaa  to^ved 
readers  fome  of  the  moft  material  and  interefling  tran^ 
tions ;  though  it  might  have  required  as  many  pages  as  ^ 
have  given  it  lines  to  have  gone  through  all  the  remadci] 
Gk:currences  that  accompanied  it  from  the  beguining  to  | 
end  :  it  would  take  up  a  whole  volume'barcly  to  do  juftici 
the  merit  of  the  grand  mailer^  and  thofe  brave  commatuh 
who  fignalized  themfelves  in  it,  either  by  the  wi(<lom  of  tb 
councitsy  their  extraordinary  condufl,  or  intrepid  brav^ 
upon  the  fiiofl  defperate  enterprizes,  and  in  the  ^e  of  dea 
armed  with  all  its  martial  terrors ;  we  hope  the  acconat  i 
have  given  of  their  gallant  and  refolute  behaviour  at  t! 
caftle  of  St.  Bbno  will  fufficc. 

As  foon  as  the  enemy  was  failed  out  of  light,  one  of  fi 
principal  cares  of  the  grand  mafter  wds,  to  pay  his  rdpd 
and  fincere  congratulations  and  acknowl^emeacs  to  tiM 
noble  commanders  and  captains  Who  had  V3  generouOy  ii 
terefted  and  hazarded  themfelves  in  the  defence  of  theiflam 
and  to  diftribure  fome  largeflcs  among  the  inferior  officers  u 
ibldiers.  Several  days  were  fpent  in  feaftii^g  them,  and  in  odk 
kind  of  rejoicings  fuitable  to  the  occaflon ;  which  were  howen 
very  mudi  damped  at  the  fight  of  the  dreadfni  cjllapidadoi 
ihat  every- where  prefenced  themfelves  bdTore  their  ms ;  to^ 
ther  with  the  rueful  add  difmal  afpefVi  and  neglected  dre&,  ai 
only  of  the  ii^abitants  and  foldiers,  but  even  of  the  b^ltfl 
officers  of  the  order,  through  fuch  a  long  fcries  of  daogei 
and  uninterrupted  alarms  and  fatigues,  but  ftill  more  foopo 
the  retrofpefl  of  the  many  fives  that  had  been  loft  doriiii 
that  time.  The  order  had  no  lefs  than  260  of  their  ko^t 
ilain  at  different  aflaults*  and  they  reckoned  above  8001 
more  among  the  inhabitants  and  foldiars  who  had  unier^ 
the  (ame  fate ;  infomuch  that  there  were  fcarcely  600  \i 
alive  in  the  great  borough  and  calUe  of  St.  Angeh  wha 
die  Turks  failed  away,  and  a  good  part  of  them  wonndedl 
maimed,  or  worn  out  vdth  hard  fervice,  Who  all  becaiiie  tb 
otje^ls  of  the  grand  mallor's  tendernefs  and  care.  But  hb 
generolity  difpUyed  itfelf  mofl:  in  the  valuable  prdents  wlucb 
he  made  to  thofe  brave  officers^  and  gratuities  to  their  Tot 
diers»  upon  thdr  return  into  5/^'^,  not\Vithftaadipg  the  pob* 
lie  treafiuy's  beix^  fo  gready  e^uited^ 

•  Baodoin,  lib.  xviii.  paffi  &  fc^,    VbrtOt,  Bb.  jSii  ^  "^^ 
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The  encomiums  and  congratulatioQs  he  reoeited  from  Honours 
moft  princes  of  Europe,  on  his  excellent  conduA  and  intrepid  dom  to  tho 
valoar  in  defence  of  the  ifland,  were  no  fmall  addition  xq  grand  maf- 
i'te glory.    Among  the  reft,  Philip  II.  king  bf  5/aw,  fcnt^^- 
iiiin  a  fword,  with  a  handle  of  maffive  gold,  enriched  with 
varioas  diamonds,  and  accompanied  with  a  compliment,  that 
he  looked  npm  him  as  the  greatifi  captain  cf  the  age^  and 
^defired  Mfk  to  make  ufe  tf  that  weapon  in  defence  of  Chrifii" 
'  anity.    Pope  Pius  IV.  did  no  kfs  fignalize  himfclf  in  the  ex- 
traordinary honours  he  paid  to  him  upon  this  occaiion,  not 
only  in  ordering  the  news  of  Malt ha^s  deliverance  to  be  pub- 
;  liflied  in  his  capital  by  the  difcharge  of  its  artillery,  but, 
.  what  was  ftili  more  extraordinary,  by  prcfenting  him  with 
a  cardinars  hat,  which,  however,  whether  out  of  modefty, 
'.  or  a  right  nodon  that  his  dignity,  as  fovereign,  could  recdV(l 
^  no  addition  from  that,  he  civilly  declined.' 

But  neither  thefe  extraordinary  honours  and  commenda- 
^  tbns,  nor  the  vaft  r^oicings  which  were  made  in  mod; 
Chnftian  courts,  could  aflilage  his  regret  for  the  irreparable 
lo&of  fo  many  brave  and  generous  lives,  and  the  miferable 
[  fiate  the  ifland  and  order  were  reduced  to,  the  greateft  part 
^  of  its  fbrtificiatiohs  deftroyed,  and  the  houfes  not  only  in  the 
'  dty  and  ttfwns,  but  alfo  of  the  villages,  moftly  levelled  to 
^  die  ground ;  the  inhabitants  dwindled  to  a  fmall  number^ 
[  and  thofe  reduced  to  extreme  poverty  and  mifery ;  a  great 
part  of  the  artillery  either  burft  or  fpoilt,  and  unlit  for  ufe; 
'  Ac  pf ovifions  almoft  confumed,  and  the  trcafury  nearly  ex- 
i  haulted  ;  to  fay  nothing  of  his  juft  apprehcnfions  of  the 
enemy^s  returning  with  a  larger  force  "before  half  of  thefe  dif- 
afters  coald  be  repaired.    He  was  aAually  informed  by  his 
'  (pies,  that  Soliman  K.  kept  a  prodigious  number  of  hands 
'  continually  at  work  in  his  arfenal,  in  order  to  fit  out  a  fleet, 
to  put  faimfelf  at  the  head  of,  againft  that  ifland.     l^'^ff^Qetstbt 
diis  gave  him  the  greateft  uneafinefs,  from  which  he  (oMnAfiitan's  ar* 
»>  rdief,  till  he  got  it  fet  on  fire,  and  burnt  to  the  ground,y#W  to  b$ 
in  confequence  of  which  that  monarch  faw  himfelf  obliged  farsr. 
to  put  off  his  cnterprize  for  another  year ;  fo  that  having 
BOW  nothing  to  fear  from  that  prince  for  a  while,  he  fet 
himfetf  about  repairing  tjie  devaflations  which  the  fjege  had 
OGcafioned,  and,  by  the  aflifbnce  of  the  European  princes, 
2K>t  only  reftored  the  ifland  to  its  priftine  ftrength  and  fplen- 
dor,  but  raifcd  it  to  a  much  greater  degree  of  them  than 
^!Ttr. 

Omb  of  his  firft  Cares,  after  the  works  were  repaired,  was^ 
to  eidarge  the  fort  of  St.  Ehfto,  which  was  as  it  were  the 
^kf  Jcey  <tf  the  great  and  Uttl^  ports,  and  to  addfome  new 

works 
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works  to  it*     But  his  greateft  defign-was  that  of  bBiIding  a 

city  on  the  infide  of  the  fame  peninfuia,  and  to  fortify  ir 

oa  all  fides  with  all  the  works  that  the  military  art  could 

.    fugged ;  and  afterwards  to  remove  the  coavent,  or  grand 

reiidenee  of  the  order,  thither,  as  being  a  fpot  noch  fafer 

than  the  great  borough,  which  is  commanded  by  rocks  and 

eminences  almoft  on  every  fide.     This  was  a  noble  dtfigfi, 

and  worthy  of  fo  great,  a  perfonage,  but,  in  the  coodi* 

tion  the  order  was  in,  it  required  the  affiftance  of  all  the 

Chriftian  prince^,  which  his  great  merit  and  addrefa  eafily' 

'  obtained  ;  and,  as  foon  as  he  had  (ecured  that  main  poiot/ 

he  immediately  fet  about  procuring  the  beft  engineers,  work- 

^„_^^//ymen,  and  all  proper  materials,  ivom  Italy  \  all  which  wa$ 

imilt*        ^'^^^  ^ith  fuch  diligence,  that  he  was  enabled  to  lay  thefirft 

flone  of  this  new  city  on  the  28  th  day  of  the  month  of- 

March  of  the  year  following. 

This  ceremony,  which  was  performed  with  great  folem** 
nity,  was  no  fooner  over,  than  all  hands  were  cbearfully* 
employed  in  the.  work,  according  to  their  ftations  and  capa- 
cities, knights,  commanders,  officers,  foldiers,  citizens,  and 
country-people,  ail  ailifled  in  their  turns,  according  to  their, 
refpe6tive  provinces ;  whilft  their  galiies  were  employed, 
fome  in  fetching  all  neceflary  materials  and  provlfions,  and 
others  in  cruifing  and  getting  rich  prizes,   which  proved  a 
kind  of  couflant  fund  towards  defraying  the  expences  of  the 
work. .   The  grand  mafter  himfelf,  attended  with  his  en^- 
neers,  fcarcely  milled  a  day  of  viAting  and  diredling  the 
works  and  workmen ;  and,  when  the  great  number  of  them 
had  fo  far  exhaufled  the  common  purfe,  that  he  found  it 
s        difficult  to  pay  them  with  the  ufual  regularity,  he  caufed  a 
new  copper  coin,  of  different  weight  and  value,  to  befbunped 
with' this  legend,  Non  as  ^  fed  fides  ^  Not  theintrinfic  valui^, 
the  metal,  but  the  honour  of  the  /overeign ;  which  money, 
pafled  current  through  the  ifland,  and  was  recalled  as  often 
as  the  remittances  came  from  abroad,  by  which  means  the 
workmen  never  went  unpaid,  nor  the  work  intermitted. 
Seme  Flo-      Whilst  he  was  thus  agreeably  employed,  a  double  dif- 
renttnes    after  happened  in  the  iQand,  and  even  under  his  nofe,  whioh. 
tmtfedif'    gave  him  a  fenfible  difpleafure.     The  one  was  caufed  by 
mfieri  in     fome  young  Spanijh  libertines,  knights  of  the  order,  who» 
the  city,     in  the  midft  of  their  jollity  and  caroufings,  indulged  them- 
fclves  in  finging  fuch  fongs  as  highly  reflefted  not  only  upon 
fome  of  the  principal  perfons  of  the  order,  but  upon  fome 
of  the  befl  ladies  of  the  ifland.     Thefe  fongs  or  iibds  be- 
came in  a  little  time  fo  public,  tliat  a  complaint  was  made 
to  him  of  it,  who  immediately  caufed  the  offenders  to  be 

•  fcized. 
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fcizfcd,  and  tried  before  the  council,  in  which  he  htmfel^ 
'  preCded:  Biat  whilft  the  high  chancellor  was  writing  dowiii 
the  feiltenbe  pronouiked  againft  theny  thefe  hovheadect 
TOQth^  broke  mto  the  aflembly,  faatched  the  ptn  out  of  his 
Aaiid,  threw  the  fbndKh  but  of  the  wWow^  and,  hf  the 
iManc^  of  their  friends  and  acconipHces^  nude  their  efcapd 
in  fomc  li^t  vefTels,  and  landed  in  Sicily.  The  ^rand  maf-  " 
ttr,  jnfUy  inccnfed  at  fiich  unprecedented  infolence,  tried  all  • 
msias  in  his  power  io  have  them  apprehended,  In  vain ;  hoW^ 
Mtj  be  tondemncd  ihem  to  be  degraded  from  the  order, 
and  imprifoned  for  life,^whenever  they  ihouid  be  caught  •  but 
tbcy  todc  <:are  to  keep  themfelves  out  of  hi^  reach  as  long  as 
he  lived,  in  hopes  that  his  fucceflbr  would  prove  lefs  fevere 
aad  teaadous  of  the  ancient  difcipline. 

THfi  other  was  equally  ihockin^  and  (ltrrefpe<^u|  to  him ; 
it  was  iio  Icfe  than  the  miirdcr  or  a  jgod-dauJ;hter  oif  his^  a 
jooBg  Rhodian  gentlewoman,  who,  ^ter  the  lofs  of  thfit 
iOaody  had  attached  herfelf  to  the  family  of  the  late  ^i/i^« 
gtigMit*  she  had  heefi  ilnce  married  to  a  Florentine,  named! 
inacor^,  then  fettled  at  Maltha^  who^  in  a  fit  of  ragp  and 
jfisdoofyy  plunged  his  dagger  ihto  her  heart,  and,  by  the  af^ 
finance  of  his  countrymen,  Jome  of  whom  were  knights 
tl»  orders  made  his  elcap^  into  Italy,  where  he  was  out 
dangcsr  or  beic^  profeciited  for  his  crime.  Thefe  two  in- 
il^ltk8  offered  to  his  authority,;  fo  derogatory  to  the  honour 
nrf  the  order,  and  oppoiite  to  its  ancient  difeipiine,  failed 
801  to  a^^  him  in  the  moft  fenfible  manner,  and  to  make 
liiixi  apprehend,  that  they  would  quickly  terminate^  after  hU 
death,  in  a  total  negleA  and  contempt  of  it.  This  made 
him  Ifiok  oirt  betimes  for  a  fit  fucceffor,  whofe  courage  and 
teal  might  put  an  effeAual  Aop  to  the  licentioufnefs  which 
W  gn^ally  crept  into  the  order  fmce  the  defeat  of  the 
furksf  aod  whom  he  might  f  ecommend  to  the  elei^ors  before 
is  deaths  which  he  was  fenfrble  could  not  he  tery  far  off. 

But  what  moli  deeply  affefted  htm,    and  tontribtitedf^^^^^^^j 
ttoft  to  the  (horteaing  of  his  fmall  fcantlkig  of  life,  was,  ///  u/agt 
the  mortifying  ufage  which  he  and  hk  ambafedor  Cambianihaftens  /hi 
fbtehed  ab<mt  this  time  from  pope  PiUs  V.  who  Had  lately  ^^^  tf 
(ocmded  Pius  IV.     That  new  pontif  having,  after  the  ex-  the  grand 
aMle  of  1h9  predeceflbr,  and  other  European  princes,   fent  «^^* 
tim  acCmgratttlatory  brief  on  his  fuceefs  againft  the  infidels^ 
aad  in  it  exprefled  a  defire  to  gratify  his  extraordinary  mt* 
mby  feme  figftal  favours.  Id  Valetta,  after  his  ufual  thanks^ 
«iiy  begged  of  his  holmefs  that  he  ^ould  reftore  to  the  or- 
4er  their  ancient  privilege  of  nomination  to  the  grand  priory 
of  Bj^iAe,  which  fome  of  his  predecefJbrs  had  aflumed  to 
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themfelveSy  io  open  violation  of  their  right :  a  demand  fo  jufl 
in  itfelf,  and  fo  difinterefted  with  regard  to  his  own  parr, 
he  flattered  himfelf  would  hardly  be  denied  him,  cfpecially 
at  this  junfture.  The  pope  accordingly  fent  him  a  new 
brief,  in  which  he  aflTured  Wm,  that,  after  the  demife  of  the 
prefent  incumbent,  that'  privilege  fliould  be  fully  reftored  to 
the  order ;  notwithftanding  which  folemn  promife,  the  in- 
cnmbent  was  no  fooner  dead,  than  he  beflowed  the  priory 
npon  his  nephew,  cardinal  Jlexandrino,  and  even  without 
fubjefting  him,  as  the  other  priors  had  been  before,  to  pay 
the  proper  refponfions  and  arrears  into  the  treafury  of  the 
order. 
)  The  grand  mafter  was  foon  apprifed  of  this  double  in- 

juftice  by  his  ambaflador,  by  whom  he  fent  a  letter  to  the 
pontif,  full  of  the  warmeft  expoftulations  and  complaints ; 
and  in  which  he  plainly  told  his  holinefs,  that  if  the  cardi*, 
nab  of  every  nation  fliould  once  feize  upon  the  moft  conlider- 
able  preferments  that  belonged  to  the  order,  there  would  foon 
be  an  end  of  their  funds,  and  confequently  of  all  their  fu- 
ture efforts  to  defend  the  Italian  coafts,  and  carry  oq  the  war 
againfl  the  infldels.     The  pope,  who  could  not  but  feel  the 
(Vrength  of  his  arguments,  appeared  however  no^  kfs  dif- 
pleafed  at  fome  pretended  dilrefpeftful  expreffiotrs  in  the. 
flile.     Cafnbianif  on  the  other  hand,  not  being  able  to  ob- 
tain any  rcdrefs,  took  the  liberty  to  difperfe  fome  copies  of 
the  grand  mafter 's  letter ;  which  fo  affironted  the  pontif,  that, 
he  fent  to  forbid  him  to  come  any  more  into  his  prefence ; 
wpon  which,  being  apprehenfive  of  the  drfpleafure  of  the 
grand  mafter,  he  returned  no  more  to  Maltha,  but  retired  ta,; 
his  own  patrimony  in  Piedmont. 
Falls  into  a     From  this  time  la  Valetta  fell  into  a  deep  melancholy; 
defp  m-     divert  which,  he  was  advifed  to  be  often  on  horfeback, 
,  lancholy.     to  divert  himfelf  with  ftiooting.     He  rode  accordingly 

July  19,  to  a  plain  near  the  Cala  of  St.  Paul,  to  flioot  fonM 
partridges,  attended  with  his  ufual  retinue,  when  he  foum 
himfelf  on  a  fudden  fo  afFefted  with  the  heat  of  the  fun,  thai 
he  was  brought  back  in  a  violent  fever,  which  obliged 
to  take  to  his  bed.  During  his  ficknefs  he  received  an  ci- 
prefs,  fent  on  purpofc  from  the  viceroy  of  Sicily^  fo  adviiq 
*  him  to  be  upon  his  guard  agalnft  a  frefli* attempt  fromtl 

Turks ;  the  furprize  of  which  feized  fo  much  upon  his 
rits,  that,  being  no  longer  able  to  attend  upon  public  a&| 
fairs,   he  was  obliged  to  commit  the  care  of  them  to  th< 
lords  of  the  council,     After  this,  he  minded  little  elfe  ci^ 
cept  preparing  himfelf  for  another  life,  faving  that  he  car* 
neftly  recommended  the  giand  prior  of  Cafiih^  Andrew 
•   *-  TQlcid. 
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Toledo,  to  the  council  of  eleftors,   as  a  moft  fit  perfon  to 

fiicceed  him  :    he  likewife  begged   leave   to  difpofe  of  50 

Haves,  which  were  his  own  property,  and  of  1^,000  Uvres* 

out  of  his  private  purfe  >  part  of  which  fum  he  beftowed  up- 

oa  the  endowing  of  a  ehapel  which  he  had  caufed  to  be  built 

in  his  new  city  of  La  Valetta,   in  which  he  defigned  to  be* 

iflterred,  and  the  reft  he  difbfibuted  among  his  domeftics. 

He  died  on  the  2ift  of  Augufi^  and  was  depofited  in  ^^UUdeatk 

dmrch  of  (^r  Lady  qf  Philermo,  till  the  chapel  above-men-     1568. 

tioned,   which  is  that  of  Our  Lady  de  Fi&oria^  in   the  new 

city,  could  be  ready  to  receive  his  remains,  whither  they  were 

foon  after  conveyed  with  great  pomp  and  ceremony. 

On  the  next  day  the  eleftors  met  to  make  choice  of  a 
fucceffbr.  Among  the  feveral  candidates  that  laid  claim  to  the 
dignity,  it  ^^s  fuppofed  that  the  earneft  recommeodatibff 
of  the  late  grand  mafter  would  have  fecured  it  to  the  grand 
prior  of  Cajlile,  lately  mentipned  ;  but  his  high  defcent  from 
the  houfe  of  Alba,  which  it  was  thought  would  give  a 
Einftioatohis  known  rigid  adherence. to  the  ftrift  difcipline 
rf  the  order,  proved  at  this  junfture  a  powerful  obftacle  tcy 
his  eledion,  which  fell  upon  Peter  de  Monte,  grand  prior  ^g.  Peter 
oi  Capua,  by  the  cabals  and  intereft  of  the  two  knights  of  de  Monte. 
MaUonat  zni  La  Motte.  .  His  furname  was  Guidatoti,  but, 
being  grand  nephew  by  the  female  fide  of  pope  Jtdiut  III. 
who  was  of  the  family  of  de  Monte,  he  took  it  upon  him  as 
the  more  honourable  of  the  two,  after  having  given  it  a  new 
luftre  by  his  gallant  behaviour  in  defence  of  the  caflle  of 
£t.  Michael^  at  the  late  fiege  of  Maltha. 

His  firft  care,  after  hi?  eleflion,  was,  to  order  the  funeral 
pbfequies  of  -his  predeceffor  to  be  performed;  with  a  folem- 
nity  and  magnificence  anfwerable  to  his  great  charafter  and 
merit ;  which  having  fomething  fingular  in  them,  beyond 
what  was  nfually  praftifed  on   fuch  occafions.  before,  we 
Ihall  clofe  this  fe6tion  with  an  account  of  what  was  moft  re- 
ntarkable  in  that  mournful  ceremony.     We  have  already,  ob-  ^he  funi' 
fcrved,  that  his  remains  were  depofited  in  the  great  church  ral  fgmf 
of  Philermo,  till  the  chapel  which  he  had  caufed  to  be  built  of  the  lai 
at  his  own  charge,  viz.  that  of  Our  Lady   of  Vt^ory,  -wzs grand maf- 
fiaifhed  ;  at  which  time  his  coffin,  with  all  its  proper  infig-  ^^' 
Ilia,  was  embarked  in  the  great  caracca,  in  order  to  be  con- 
i?eyed  thither.     The  ftup  was  without  mafts  or  rigging,  and 
covered  over  with  black  cloth,  which  came  down  on  all  fides 
to  the  water,  and  was  adorned  with  coats  of  arms  and  tro- 
phies, and  with  the  ftandard  which  had  been  taken  from 
the  Turks,     Inftead  of  fails  or  rowers',  it  was  towed  by  two 
C>tlier  gallies  adorned  in  the  fame  nxanner,  and  was  followed 

S  2  by 
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by  two  others  which  had  l^donged  to  him,  and  covered  like* 
vife  with  the  fume  funeral  ornamtnts*  I^  thefe  turn  bft 
afliAed  the  new  grand  ntafter,  the  lords  of  the  coQi!dl>  aQ4 
the  chief  knights  and  conmanders  of  the  or  dor,  all  la  th« 
dcepeft  mouroiog^  and  followed  by  a  number  of  other  ftmUer 
veflels. 

In  this  moHrnfiil  and  foieinn  pomp  they  procoeded  fiM 
the  grand  port  to  that  of  MuxrttOy  where  all  die  d^oeafed  il 
houftioldy    his  officers  and  domdUcs,    in  the  fame  graal 
mooming,  landed  iirft,  fome  bearing  the  ftandards  and  tro- 
phies afaove-aienttonedy  and  others  lighMd  wax  tapers  !a 
their  hands,  and  iingingthe  iunersd  office  before  the  coffb, 
which'laft  was  borne  trader  a  fiately  canopy^  with  its  pr^ 
bearers  and  funeral  embelliihments.    The  grand  maftttr  nii 
the  reft  of  the  order  foUowed  diecorpfe,  atid  die  prdceffiod  | 
was  ctofed  with  a  long  train  of  oficera  both  cMl  a»l  ttitt- ; 
tary,  and  crouds  of  other  people,  who  wore  their  ftoandoif  i 
\a  tbdr  looks  and  hearts,  and  in  their  fighs  and  tesrs  es* 
prefled  their  fincere  griei*  for  the  lofs  of  fo  temddr  a  father 
and  proteAcnr.    The  mafs,  and  odiar  rites  of  his  intertneily 
were  performed  in  the  fame  felemn  msLXsaetf  till  his  body 
was  depofited  in  the  aboTe*inentioDed  chapelt  the  reft  of  the 
funeral  pomp  was  concluded  with  all  the  nival  hoBOors  «) 
perfons  of  his  rank  and  merit  K 

S  EC  T.    V. 

fbe  Sequel  of  tbeHiftory  of  Maltha^  from  the  Dealh  ff^ 
the  Grand  Mqfier  Jobn  de  la  Vak€ta>  Aam  15681 
ia  tbi  fifth  Tiar  of  Antonio  Manuel  dc  ViIBiona, 
Aim  1725^ 

^hi  €^^    TN  this  laft  (e£kion  of  the  Maithefk  hiftory^  we  fhall  be  ob* 
tent^  and  ^  liged  to  alter  our  la&SxoA^  and  to  be  mack  more  fucdoft 
€rdir$f    thao  we  hare  been,  forwantof  proper materid& open wbidi 
this  laft     to  form  a  rqgtdar  feries  of  hiftorical  events.    It  hadi  iadeed 
p^im.      been  juiUy  wondered  at,  that  alt  die  andim  who  bsne  hi- 
therto undertaken  to  give  the  world  the  hiftory  of  tint  sr* 
der,  wbetfaer  in  LaXhiy  &paiijfi^  French^  JtaSan,  or  Ihkk 
have  agreed  to  dofe  it  with  the  memorable  trraiiftion  with 
whidi  we  have  concluded  our  laft  fe£tk>D^  twB«  tbe  raifiogof 

^-  Aoft.  fop.  cifat. 
4  ** 
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the  fiege  of  AUleta,  the  buUdiog  of  the  new  ciqr,  tnd  the 
jetth  of  its  illoftriotts  founder  the  late  grand  mailer  de  tk 
Vaktta,  as  if  there  had  been  nothing  paAed  in  that  ifltnd 
worthy  to  be  recorded.  And  indeed^  when  the  reader 
-  looks  back  to  the  reigns  of  S^man  II.  and  his  fon  Selim^  in 
the  Twr^fb  hiftorjr,  he  will  find,  that  their  forces  wc(e  fe 
£ir  exhaofted  by  this  time,  partly  by  the  gr^t  Ids  fuftained 
ft  the  iiege  ]aft*mentioned,  and  partly  by  their  other  wars, 
that  they  were  in  no  condition  to  make  any. farther  attempt 
fgainft  that  ifland,  though  they  wanted  nether  will  nor 
foverful  nxKiycs  to  have  crufhed  an  order  that  was  fo  great 
a  thorn  in  their  fides,  and  difgrace  to  their  boaAed  power 
and  greatnels* 

The  grand  mafter,  therefore^  having  little  to  fear  from 
tliat  fidOj  at  lead  for  fome  time,  havmg  paid  the  laft  obie* 
qaies  to  his  worthy  predeceflbr,  in  the  grand  and  folemn 
IQEoner  above-mentioned^  made  it  his  firft  care  to  complete 
the  fortifications,  and  the  reft  of  the  new  city  which  he  had    . 
Idft  nnfimihedf  and  repair  and  enlarge  his  navy,  in  order  to 
be  able  to  fupprefs  the  JIgerines,  and  other  corfairs  of  Mar^ 
kuy,  which  were  now  the  only  enemies  he  had  to  encounter ; 
ittsll  which  he  iifed  fnch  diligence,  that  he  quickly  rq;ained 
tbe  command  of  thofe  feas,  and  increafed  the  plenty  and 
wealth  of  the  ifland,  by  the  continual  prizes  which  his  jellies 
Dttde  on  that  piratioal  tribe,  of  which  we  have  given  leveral 
figoal  inflances  in  the  hiftorles  of  Jlgisrs^  Tunis,  and  TripolL 
Thefe  frequent  and  almpft  conftant  excurfions,  joined  to  the 
ifliftance  which  they  were  always  ready  lo  give  to  the  Chrifti* 
m  powers  againft  the  Turks,  and  other  enemies  of  Chriftianity, 
ire  the  two  main  points  in  wliich  the  fequelof  the  hiAory  of 
the  order  conQfts,  and  ^vill  be  the  fubjeA  of  this  laft  k(t\on ; 
9x^t  as  thofe  trsmi{aAi<His,  which  particularly  relate  to  the  Reafons 
Makkife  hiftory,  under,  both  heads,  and  have  been  referred/^r  its  iif" 
lo  this  chapter,  av^  at  too  great  a  diftaoce  from  each  other,  in  ftnni  nw^. 
point  of  time,  to  be  continued  in  the  method  of  a  regular  thed, 
iiftory,  we  flutU  content  ourfelves,  as  fome  other  late  authors 
have  done,  with  giving   them  in  an  annaliftical  order,  as 
they  haive  been  t^ken  from  the  records  of  that  ifland  ^.  ^ 

PcTEB.  D,tr  Mont,  aEas  de  Monte,  gratni  prior  of 
^a^ua^  ia  ckofen  gi'and  maAer  inftead  of  the  late  John  de- 
h  Vaktta^  on  ^  23d  of  Augit/l  1 5:69,  by  the  general  cha^ei;^ 
S/t  the  order* 

^  VaavoT,  Q^i  fiip.  Ijib.  xiv.  p.  141,  Ir  U\k 
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1569.  .  Tnfe  Izdy  Hieronyma  de  Olibo,  grand  priorefs  of  the  royal 
mooaftery  oE  Siocenay  of  the  order  of  St.  John  of  Jerufalem^ 
iituate  in  the  kuigdom  of  Jrragon,  is,  by  the  confcnt  ot  the 
{aid  priorefs  and  the  whole  community,  reftored  to  the  (X"- 
der,  and  put  under  tjic  difcipline  and  government  of  the 
order,  after  having,  been  fome  confiderable  time  alienated 
from  it,  under  pretence  that  it  was  dependent  on  the  popes. 
Selim  n.  undertakes  the  conqueft  of  the  iQand  of  Cyprus^ 
which  gives  the  grand  maftcr  time  to  finifti  the  repairs  of  the 
old,  and  to  go  on  with  the  new,  fortifications  of  Malting 
and  to  complete  the  building  of  the  new  city,  with  the  coo- 
vent  and  palaces  of  the  order. 
The  In  1570  three  Malthefe  commanders,  viz.   St.  Jubyjif 

inights       Ferrand  de  CoirOy  and  Rocquelaure,  cruife  on  the  coails  of 
make  rich   Egypt ^  as  far  as  the  mouth  of  the  Niie^  where  they  take  fe- 

^r*"  ^t    ^^^^  confiderable  ^iirkijh  prizes,  and,   amongft  them,  one 
/^/ Turks,  j^gg  j.j^,jj  Qj^g^  jjj  ^hich  was  the  treafurer  general  of  Egypt, 

with  his  family,  who  was  going  to  make  up  his  accounts  at 
the  PortCy  and  in  which  were  various  kinds  of  prefents  for  the 
grand  fignor  and  the  feraglio.  On  the  other  hand,  a  famed 
Turkijh  corfair,  named  Luckiali,  at  the  head  of  a  powerful 
fquadron,  furprifed  three  Malthefe  gallies,  commanded  by 
the  chevalier  St.  Clement,  among  which  was  the  great  ca- 
pitana,  which,  after  a  ftout  refillance,  ran  itfelf  aground 
againfl  the  foot  of  the  tower  of  Monte  Chiaro  in  Sicily. 
The  commander  de  St,  Clement,  confcious  of  his  ill  con- 
duA  and  guilt  on  this  occafion,  difguifed  himfelf  in  the 
habit  of  a  Francifcan  monk,  went  to  Rome,  to  beg  'of  the 
Spanifb  ambaflador  to  intercede  with  the  pope,  that  the 
pontif  might  ufe  his  influence  with  the  grand  mafter  in 
his  behalf.  Thefe  having  given  him  fome  afTurances  that  no 
^  notice  ftiould  be  taken  of  his  mifconduft,  he  was  imprudent 

enough  to  embark  for  Maltha,  where  he  was  fcarcely  arrived 
before  the  whole  irritated  populace  came  in  fhoals,  and 
would  have  funk  him  into  the  fea  with  voUies  of  ftones,  if 
he  had  not  drawn  back  from  them.  He  tried  then  in  vain  to 
have  failed  back,  but  could  not  for  the  wind,  which  ftill 
blew  him  back,  whilft  the  people  continued  their  peltings 
find  outcries  againft  him.  At  length  the  grand  marihal's  or- 
der w:^s  fent  at  the  head  of  a  good  number  of  knights,  and 
the.fecular  pofle,  who  refcucd  him  out  of  their  hands,  and 
conduced  him  by  water  to  the  foot  of  the  caftlcof  St.  An* 
geh,  whence  he  was  drawn  up  by  pullies  into  it,  tied  fall  fo 
a  chair,  *nd  taken  up  through  a  window  or  cmbrafure,  and 
clofely  confined.  He  was  quickly  after  tried,  and  condemned 
%o  death,  and  delivered  over  to  the  fecular  power,  which 
3  aufed 
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caafed  him  to  be  ftrangled,  and  his  feody  to 'be  thrown  into 
the  fea  in  a  fack  loaded  with  large  ftoncs.     This  execution 
appeafed  the  populace,  but  did  not  allay  the  grief  and  mourn- 
ing which  fo  general  a  lofs  had  caufed  through  the  ifland, 
much  lefs  the  indignation  which  the  whole  order  had  con- 
ceived at  the  cowardice  and  difgrace  of  their  commander, 
and  the  lofs  of  their  gallies,  efpecially  the  noble  capitana, 
though,  contrary  to  the  Titrkifb  cuftom,  that  corfair  treated 
,tbe  knights  with  great  humanity,  and  fhewed  himfelf  harfh 
and  cruel  to  thofe  who  had  behaved  themfelves  cowardly  **. 
Upon  the  whole,  this  lofs  and  difgrace  to  the  order  was 
cfteemed  too  great  to  be  in  any  cafe  compenfated  by  the  rich 
prizes  of  St.  Auhyn  and  his  two  confederates  above-mention- 
ed, which  tuvned  only  to  the  advantage  of  the  captors,  and 
of  fome  few  other  private  members  of  the  order. 

In  the  year  1571,  the  Malthefe^m^x.^  fignalized  them- 
felves at  the  fatned  battle  of  Lepanto^  in  which  the  Turks  loll 
30,000  men,  their  general  was  flain,  and  two  of  his  fons, 
together  with  5000  officers  and  foldiers  who  were  made  pri- 
foners,  and  20,000  Chriftian  captives  recovered  their  li- 
berty, 

.  In  the  fame  year,  the  grand  matter  having  completed  the 
building  of  the  new  city  called  La  Falctta,  begun  by  his 
predeceflbr  of  that  name,  the  order  removes  into  the  great  . 
.convent  erefted  in  it  for  their  public  refidence ;  he  made  his 
public  entry  into  it  on  the  1 8th  of  March,  at  the  head  of 
all  the  order,  with  great  pomp ;  foon  after  which,  being  dif- 
coatented  at  the  little  regard  that  was  paid  to  him  on  ac- 
count of  his  old  age  and  uneven  temper,  he  begged  leave  of 
the  pope  Pius  V.  to  rcfign  and.  retire,  but  died  before  he 
had  obtained  it,  on  the  27th  of  the  January  following «,  in 
the  4th  year  of  his  grand  mafterfhip,  and  the  76th  of  his 

age. 

On  the  very  next  day,  in  1572,  the  grand  chapter  met,  49,  John 
and  chofe  Join  VEveque  de  la  CaJJiere,  in  his  room.     He  L'Eveqoc 
was  of  the  tongue  of  Auvergne,  and  at  that  rimie  grand  dc  la  Caf- 
marfhal  of  the  order,  and  on  the  fame  day  was  inftalled  fo-  ^^^^ 
vcreign  of  Maltha  and  Gofa,     Among  other  promotions  that 
were  made  in  the  order  after  his  eleftion,  which  it  were 
foperfluous  to  mention,  Hieronymo  de  Guetta,  grand  con- 
fervator  of  it,  was  appointed  his  ambaiTador  to  the  pope,  • 
Gregory  III.  who  had  fucceeded  Pius  V.  to  take  the  ufual 
oaths  of  obedience  and  fubmiiEon  to  the  holy  fee  in  his 
Dame.    He  caufed  the  great  church  of  St,  John  the  Baptift 

•  Davity,    Bavdoin,  Vertot,  &  al. 

S4  to 
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p'  1^  built  in  ^e  new  city  pf  La,  V(ikthf  tqgetlHY  ^^  ^ 
Aat^ly  chapel,  to  ferye  for  a  burjipg-olac^  far  ail  (hegwid 
IP^ers  of  tb^  or4er^  tad  CQdoifired  the  ^urdi  Wf  A  %  r^f-*' 
^y^  pf  IO0Q  qrown^t    In  |hp  ix^e^n  tiipe  thegr^t  anntr 
tnent  wKich  w^s  feftcoiag  hy  &%  l^.  in  T^rJff^  b^nig  ap- 
prchf  ad^  to  b^  deiigned  ag^Hift  Maltha^  k  Ct^q  m^  f^t 
p<}p^  pr^p^^tioaf  for  ^  vigorqu;  def^pce,  ^hkh  ^pM^ 
bp^eyef  q^dl^s,  th^t  fp^p^or's  d^figo  b^iog  agaiAf^  ^' 
Gqkit^  or  fritadel  of  72^>^  pf  \^hkb  he  i^ad^  |umilb}f  o^ 
n#  inqni'  t^t    Qp  tlic  AC4t  year,  i  J73,  according' to  the  aeaqaliiy  rf' 
pioniniro*  AVk^9\^9  W49  the  tribuoal  of  inquiiitipn  eftablii&d  ^t  i§^', 
ducedint^  |^,  which  b&th  (u>atinaed  there  evef  if  nee;  a^d  <>B  iIm^ 
Maltha,    year  following  Amure^t  I^.  having  rucoef4e4  bis  fathet.  '||* 
vives  the  appreheniions  qf  the  order;  alx>yi  which  tioi^  b^fi* 
pened  the  great  ri^pture  between  tbfm  and  die  |^#M^liii|^ 
90  a<;count  of  a  prize  xybich  the  former  hid  mJad^  of  a  VfflH 
richly  laden  with  merchandize  helonmag  to  the  Jnui  of 
their  republic*    Tbis  was  ippn  after  foUqwed  bf  ^Sfffi^e 
Jiroild  petWPP9  tbe  tongnes,  about  foo^  ri^h  coiftmandmiB^ 
gnd  prior^^  in  whi^h  the  grand  maftef  had  the  misfoftnae 
to  behave  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  quite  alienated  the  jfiei^ioits 
pf  the  coti^^vent  frpm  him>  and  qccarioned  various  cQippJaants 
^inft  him  in  the  gr^^nd  council,  particularly  on  ^ccoupt  ^; 
his  not  m^ii)g  the  neceiTary  preparat^s  agaiqft  |be  Ty^^J^ 
who  threatened  that  iHand  with  a  frefti  inviwop. 

Aki^ot^^r  caufe  of  difcontent  was,  that  tbe  f^n^ie  ^ 
Vmka  hod  ip  f^r  interefted  itfelf  in  behalf  of  thi^ii-  J^ir«i$4^. 
fufTq-erSji  a^  ^o  cHufe  all  the  lands  and  revenues  lii^pnging  t9. 
the  ordqr  u^be  fequeflered,  and  had  ord^edrepilfals  tp  be 
cdade  Q.A  their  galUes  at  fea.  La  Cajiere  was  obliged  to  fcqd 
;^n  ^mtNafly '  to  tbe  pope»  to  juftify  that  aftion  ;  and  to  itpre- 
feat  tp  th^t  P^ntif,  that,  the  Jews  not  being  fulye^^  tp  tiiat 
republic,  the  kw  of  nations  allowed  the  efFefts  of  an  enemy 
la  be  ieize4  as  contraband,  though  found  m  a  vefle^  yfikk 
^oiigp4  to  9  friend  ;  notwithftan^ing  which,  the  Venftiof^ 
f efuied  to  tal;e  off  the  fequeftration,  till  the  Mi^tif/i  ha4 
9^^^  fuU  reftitptioi^  of  the  Je^i/b  effe£U« 

A  NibW  differ  happened  on  tbe  l^ext  ye^r,  in  tbf  dty 
La  4fajftf4i^  Vfhere  pne  Corieza,  a  Poriiigtufe  Hnigbc,  of  ^ 
prder^  W^  a^^iUpated  by  ib^  others  pf  bis  ow^  hatipa,  wbo 
brolve  into  his  houfe  in  ailgui^.  Tbcy  Vfete  quiddy  ^^9 
diic&vered^  apprehen4ed,  and  tried  \  ao4  oi^maed  by  tbi 
iecu^r  power  to  be  tif  d  ^p  alive  in  a  iac^,  an4  fh^ng  bifiQ. 
the  fe^.  ^n  the  fame  year  the  prder  \oSji  ofie  of  th^r  galliest 
called  the  St.  Paul^  which  was  taken  by  an  Mgerineoar- 
f^jr.     They  w^re  oblige^,  however,  tp  f^bifti^  toiome  more. 
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IQprtifyiMliPW  lp  iJus  very  year,  tbrwgh  th«  irUtral*y  6e-  T^ir  or^ 
fWids  oTfoipc  fyroj^an  prinocs,  to  vhkH  th«  pope  (twHftA^rtffeJtj^ 
the  firi^  e^aiDplc.    Tl^t  poptif  feat  a  young  cavalier,  named  '^'  ^"'«- 
Mfwk/k*  rf»ca  )}||t  a  novjce,  to  th^  ordpr,  wdi  a  brW,  dated  P*^*^ 
m  the  Iqreffolpg  year,  enjoining  the  grgpd  mafter  to  admit  P^^^'* 
mm,  a&er  m$  s^rnYal  fo  the  higheil  r^nk  of  luiight»»  called 
^  tl^a- great  troft,  with  the  dignUy  of  Turc^ktmSt  which 

"  farmerly  bdong^d  to  knight*  of  tji^  iSng^  tooguc,  hut 
bwi»  &of^  the  reforoiatbn,  in  ^  great  maafvir^  fufpendtd. 
bri^  Qccaixoned  a  geneiral  difconteut  through  the  whole 
jirder,  who  thereqpou  fent  an  ambafly,  to  dcftre  hia  hdi- 
|K&  \^  r^c^il  it,  a^d  ppt  to  infiif  pppp  thf ir  admitting  fo 
young  and  un^perienced  a  gentleman  into  the  number,  of 
(bd^fha  pillars  pf  the  order. 

The  king  of  S^i^  followiog  the  {?m^  path,  obtf^iBcdi 
^i^  year  much  th^  £une  kind  of  brief  from  that  pontif  in  fii- 
V«ur  of  the  young  archduke  Y^nsffUuf^  of  the  hoofe  of 
4i^^nh  and  newly  admined  into  the  order,  in  wbkh  the 
Ld  oaafter  was  defired  to  grant  him  the  rfverfiip  of  the 
i  priories  of  Cqftil^  and  Ucn,  together  with  the  baili- 
Qf  Lfir4,  ai)d  the  dignity  of  the  great  cro&,  after  the 
^ib  of  the  prefent  iqcvimbeats.  Thefr,  tho'  fame  of  the 
gitat^  preferments  belonging  to  the  Cqfii/im  tongue,  they 
iTere  qhjiged  to  confent  to,  out  of  cgmpUifauce  to  the  £/«- 
nifk  mon^ch  ;  and  gave  the  youpg  J^iftrii^n  a  grant  of  them 
^^ipeordingly,  a^  foon  as  he  had  taken  upon  him  the  ufoal 
TOWS  belonging  to  the  oirder .  This  was  followed  foon  after 
ty  a  worfe  iumngement  from  Frwce^  where  the  council  of 
^enry.  IJX.  pajTed  an  arret,  by  which  they  authorized  that 
monarch  to  name  fom&of  his  fubje^ls  to  the  grand  priories 
Yfiihin  i^s  donuaions ;  in  confequence  of  which,  he  fent  n 
I^ter  to  the  grand  mofter^  defiring  him  to  congrm  thofe  of 
St,  Giks^  Ftuncey  and  Chumpagm^  in  favour  of  Francis  of 
loiram^  the  queen's  brother,  which,  were  the  throe  moft 
(0Afi4iaraU^  pripries  in  that  kingdom. 

T^EY  were  upon  the  point  of  receiving  a  Bail  more  mor- 
tifying blow  from  feveral  members  of  Cermmy>  where  the 
diet^  then  aflembled,  propofed,  that  the  German  knighti 
iboold  Join  themfelves  to  thofe  of  the  Teutonic  order,  that 
thty  might  thereby  render  it  more  powerfuk^  and  put  it  in  a 
0QQ4ition  to  carry  on  the  war  in  Hungary  vfUh  moie  fuccefa 
^gainft  the  Turks  :  but  this  motion  was  ftrenuoafly  oppoffsd 
^  th^  ambafiador  ^at  that  diet,  and  (o  artful^  warded  o^ 
^y  h»  addrefs,  that  they  thought  fit  to  drop  it. 

The  laft  remarkable  thing  that  happened  in  this  year, 
lith  refpe^  to  the  MMefy  ofdrri  was,  ibe  noble  aofwer 
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Which  wiSaxx  Bongranni  Giantigliazzi  gave  to  the  foltan 
Selim  11.  at  Con/iantinopte.  This  knight  had  been,  whh  the 
grand  mafter's  confent,  fent  thither  by  the  duke  of  Tufcany^ 
as  his  ambaf&dor.  The  foltan  one  day  having  (hewn  him  a 
plan  oi'  the  city  of  f^aletta^  and  its  outworks,  afl;ed  him 
whether  it  was  exaA,  and  whether  the  place  was  aAually  fo 
ftrong  as  it  was  there  reprefented  ?  and  was  anfwered  by  him 
in  words  to  this  efFeft  :  It  hath  really  all  tb^^r^gth  that  your 
majefty/ees  there;  hut  there  is  one  main  part  of  it  which 
your  engineer  hath  not  taken  notice  of  and  which  confifis  in 
the  intrepid  valour  of  above  looo  of  its  knights,  who  are 
all  ready  to  fight  in  its  defence  to  the  loft  drop  of  that 
^     J  .      blood, 

l a-^^  The  year  1578  was  likely  to  have  proved  ftiU  more 
^infi^the  ""^'^*^*>  through  the  heavy  complaints  which  eight  Cajli- 
zrandmaf'^^^  knights  preferred  to  the  council  againft  the  grand 
/n^.  mafter,  on  account  of  the  feveral  grand  priories  with  which 

he  had  complimented  the  pope  and  the  kings  of  Sjpain  and 
France^  in  behalf  of  their  favourites,  and  in  prejudice  to 
their  own  rights,  in  virtue  of  their  feniority  and  merit. 
Thefe  difcontents,  which  were  privately  countenanced  by 
fome  of  the  principal  knights  of  the  order,  out  of  diflike 
to  the  grand  maftcr,  arofc  to  fuch  a  height,  that  he  was  ob- 
liged to  appeal  to  the  pope,  who,  being  the  firft  leader  of 
The  pope  the  dance,  could  not  well  fail  of  fupporting  him  in  it.  The 
puts  a  flop  pontif  accordingly  fummoned  the  malecontents  to  appear  be- 
to  them,  fore  him,  which  they  at  firft  excufed  themfclves  from,  under 
pretence  that,  being  deftitute  of  any  patrimony,  as  well  as 
of  preferment  in  the  order,  they  were  in  no  condition  of 
bearing  the  charges  of  fuch  a  voyage.  The  grand  mailer 
eafily  obtained  from  the  pontif  a  difpenfation  from  it,  but  it 
was  upon  condition  that  rhey  (hould  come  and  prefent  tfaein- 
felves  before  him  in  full  council,  with  each  a  lighted  wax  ta- 
per in  his  hand,  and  in  the  humbleft  guife  afk  his  and  the 
council's  pardon  for  their  paft  milbchaviour :  which  they 
were  forced  to  comply  with  ;  and,  after  having  received  a 
very  feyere  reprimand  from  the  grand  mafter,  were  admitted 
again  to  their  priftine  dignities. 

In  the  fame  year  happened  the  death  of  the  grand  prior 
of  Bohemia,  which  gave  the  order  frclh  apprehenfions  that 
the  emperor  would,  as  ufual,  take  upon  him  the  nomi- 
nation of  one  of  his  ^vourite  creatures  to  that  confiderable 
poft,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  ancient  rights  of  the  order;  to 
prevent  which,  the  grand  mafter  difpatched  the  baily  Shorn- 
born  his  ambadador  to  the  imperial  court,  with  exprcfs  or- 
ders to  take  Prague  in  his  way.  and  to  fecure  the  intereft 
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the  chevalier  de  Verdembergh^  a  pcrfon  in  the  highcft  favour 
with  the  emperor,  Shomborn  accordingly  applied  himfelf  to 
him,  andearneftly  prefTed  him  to  afcertaia  the  privileges  of 
the  order,  and  at  the  fame  time  prefented  him  with  a  patent 
from  the  grand  mafter,  which  nominated  him  to  that  dig- 
nity. The  ftratagem  facceeded  to  their  wiih,  and  the  em- 
peror confirmed  his  favourite  in  that  priory  without  any  dif- 
.  ficulty.  •  » 

At  the  end  of  the  fame  year  arrived  the  Portuguefe  am- 
baflbr,  to  notify  to  the  order  the  death  of  the  late  king  Don 
Sibqftiarij  who  had  been  (lain  on  the  226,  of  September  1 578^ 
;   at  the   battle  of  Jlcazdr^  in  which  feveral  Malthefe  com- 
'.  manders  likewife  loft  their  lives ;  and  the  accefiion  of  Don 
.   Henry  to  that  crown.     Prefently  after  this,  Gargallay  then  Afeditioit 
bifhop  of  Maltha^  and  Crejfini^  prior  of  the  fame,  two  tur-  raiftd 
bnleut  fpirits,  laid  the  foundation  for  that  dreadful  ftorm  f£<*"!/^ 
which  was  not  long  afterwards  raifed  againft  the  grand  maf-  ^^'g'"^'^ 
tcr,  their  friend  and  benefaftor.      Juflinian,    grand  prior  *^"^' 
r  of  Mejfina,  is  fent  ambaflador  by  him  to  condole-  the  kings 
of  Caftile  and  Portugal  on  the  death  of  VenceJlauSy  archduke 
of  Aujiriay  lately  prefented  with  the  grand  priories  of  Caf- 
tile  and  Leon,  and  of  Don  John  of  Aujtria,  natural  fon  to 
the  emperor  Charles  V.      He  was  likewife  to  make  fome 
prefGng  inftances  to  thofe  monarchs  for  fome  fpecdy  fuccours, 
in  order  to  put  the  ifland  of  Maltha  in  a  good  ftate  of  de- 
fence againft  the  Turks,  who  threatenened  it  with  a  frefli 
armament.     The  bifhop  of  Maltha  having  taken  upon  him 
the  juridical  vifitation  of  the  grand  hofpital  of   the  new 
dty,  which  belonged  folely  to  the  grand  mafter  and  council, 
not  only  excommunicated  the  ftewards  and  other  officers 
who  oppofed  him,  but,  fupported  by  his  mutinous  clergy, 
raifed  a  ftrong  party  againft  them,  who  went  about  armed, 
and  infulted  thofe  that  fided  with  the  grand  mafter,  who 
was  thereupon  obliged  to  order  a  guard  of  fifty  men,  in 
the  great  borough,  to  fupprefs  their  infolence.     He  fent  next 
an  ambafly  to  Rome,  to  beg  of  the  pope  to  interpofe  his  au- 
thority.    The  pontif  appointed  the  archbiihop  of  Palermo 
to  go  to  Maltha^  and  make  a  ftriA  inquiry  into  their  con* 
tdl;  but,   upon  his  arrival,  he  found  it  rifen.to  fuch  a 
height,  and  the  generality  of  the  order  fo  incenfed  againft 
the  grand  mafter,  that  he  thought  it  the  moft  expedient 
way  to  fummon  the  contending  parties  to  appear  before  the 
pope,  and  immediately  after  returned  to  Rm^^  followed  by 
the  Malthefe  bUhop. 
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J  flot  In  the  mean  while  three  officers  of  the  mqaifitkm  -wtn 

againfi      accufcd  of  a  defign  of  poifoning  the  grand  matter,  andi>¥he9 

tkt  grand  examined,  informed  againft  feveral  knightj  pf  $he  ordeTi 

majur^      fome  of  them  of  the  firft  rank,  as  accomplices  with  them, 

together  with  fignor  P$trucch  graod  iaquifitor  of  the  iflaiidt 

Some  of  them,  without  the  leaft  regard  to  deoency  or  duty, 

broke  into  the  council-chamber,  and  infolently  afked  him 

what  proofs  he  had  that  any  of  them  had  confpired  agaioft 

bis  life  ?  and  Infifted  that  three  knights  of  the  ordor*  whom 

*    chey  named,  fliould  be  fent  ambafladors  to  the  popq,  lo  de* 

piand  juAice  againft  him ;  but  two  of  them  decUmng  the 

oommiflion,  that  motion  was  fet  aiide  for  a  while,  in  order 

to  be  foon  after  refnmed  with  greater  warmth.    Accordiiagly 

by  the  next  year  the  council,  fupported  by  the  principal  com* 

jnanders  of  the  order,  declared  themfelves  againft  him«  and 

infifted  either  upon  his  abdicating  or  bdng  depofed. 

JR.0MEGAS,  one  of  the  heads  of  the  feditioQ,  and  remark* 
«ble  only  for  his  brutifh  valour,  obje£^ed,  amongft^otb^ 
things,  againft  hi^i,  that  he  was  grown  Superannuated,  ftu- 
pid,  and  indolent ;  wa^s  always  obferved  to  be  nodding  or 
afleep  at  the  council,  and  at  the  moft  important  debate ; 
and  that  h^  was  more  attentive  to  the  beha^qur  of  the  wo- 
men than  to  the  preparations  which  the  infidels  were  carry<f 
ing  on  againft  the  order.  Not  content  to  vilify  i^s  charaAef 
by  the  moft  f^andalous  reflef^ions  and  infii^uatipp^  RmwgAt^ 
with  three  other  chiefs  of  the  faAion,  at  the  head  c^  a  nu- 
merous troop  of  mutineers,  broke  into  hi<  palace,. and  fetzed 
on  his  perfon^  in  virtue  of  the  decree  of  the  couACtls  and 
hav'^ng  clapped  him  into  an  open  chair,  conduced  him  as  a 
criminal  to  the  caftle  of  St.  Angela^  amxdft  the  curies,  esc* 
crations,  and  infiilts  of  an  inftigated  multitude,  afl4  there 
confined  him  dpfe  prifoner.  Their  ne?(t  refottttion  wus  tck, 
ieod  an  amhaily,  to  jnftify  their  proceedings,  to  his  hdioets 
Gregory  XIIX. ;  at  the  head  of  which  Sonugod  eaafed  one  of 
his  todls  to  be  nominated.  Thjis  was  followed  elofely  br  an- 
other from  the  grand  xia  Aer,  who,  confined  as  he  w^,  tonod 
awans  to  iend  four  knights  of  ehai^aAcr  and  noerit  to.  defcud 
his  caufe  before  that  poniif. 

Xwo  days  after  thdr  departure  arrived  the  conamander 
Chabrillany  admiral  of  \ht  order,  with  his  gallies^and  a 
good  number  of  knighta.  They,  immedjately  upco  thdr 
landing,  infifted  upon  going  to  the  grand  maflery  wUch  the 
revolted  wece  obHged  to  ooooiply  widi*  That  bsase  knight 
Immediately  o/Tcred  to  take  him  out  of  hia  cocifiacsffieot,  and 
to  condu^l  him  to  his  palace  at  the  head  of  2000  men,  whkh 
be  ^ad  under  him ;  but  the  grand  mafter  as  generoufly  n- 
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fufed  it ;  tdling  him,  that  he  would  owe  his  reftoratlon  folely 
to  die  holy  fee,  and  not  to  any  hoftilities  that  might  be  com- 
ffiitted  by  his  children  in  his  behalf.  Soon  after  this,  the 
king  of  France,  bdng  informed  of  the  ill  treatment  which  he 
hid  received  from  the  order,  fent  him  word  by  an  exprefs  t6 
affiire  him,  that  he  would  afljft  him  with  all  his  power  to 
quei!  the  fedition,  and  punilh  the  fomentors  of  it ;  but  that 
dfcr  was  likewile  civilly  declined-by  him. 

I^l  the  mean  time,  the  pope  having  heard  the  ambafladors 
of  both  fides,  fent  his  auditor  de  Rota,  in  the  quality  of  nun- 
do,  to  fommon  the  grand  inafter  and  Romegas  to  appear  be« 
fore  hlin.     La  taffiete  accordingly  fet  fai^  and  arrived  at 
Rme^  attended  by  near  800  kn^bts  of  the  order,  aiid  met 
xvkh  a  moft  gracious  teception  from  the  pontif ;  whilA  i?^* 
migas:,  who  was  no  lefs  preifing  for  an  audieace  from  him» 
vras  anfwered,  that  his  holinefs  was  fully  determined  not  to 
admit  him  into  his  prefefice,  till  he  had  divefted  hlmfelf  of 
the  adminiftration  which  he  had  taken  upon  him  during  the 
grand  mafter*$  imprifonment.    Tliis  news  aife^ed  him  to 
fflch  a  degree,  that,  we  are  told,  he  fwooned  away  at  tho 
firft  hearing  of  it.    He  was  quickly  after  feized  with  a  vio- 
lent fever,  which  carried  him  o^Tln  a  few  days.    His  ambaf- 
ladors;  and  theii'  adherents,  were  thereupon  ordered  to  ap- 
pear before  the  grand  mafter,  zvA  to  beg  his  pardon.    Stu-     » 
fpiWt^Ue,  the  chief  of  theambaflfy,  appeared  at  the  bead  of 
them,  and  contented  bimfelf  with  a&ing  his  hand  to  )u& : 
bat  was  thunderflruck,  when  he  heard  the  cardinal  dgMon- 
fatt^  addrefs  hini  With  the{e  words,  Down,  on  your  htuM, 
y^  rebel,  and  knotj  that  it  is  owing  tO'  the  Jingular  goodmfi 
rf  ymr  worthy  grand  majter  that  yon  have  not  had  your  hsad 
M  of  at  the  public  place  of  execution.    After  this,  all  the 
&6H0US  party  were  glad  to  fubnut  both  at  Rome  and  Maltha^ 
and  the  grand  mafter  was  reftored  to  his  digpity  with  the 
greateft  marks  of  honour  and  efteem.    The  pope  defigned  to 
have  done  the  fame  to  him  at  Maltha  by  his'nuncioi  and  waa 
even  preffing  to  have  him  return  thither,  and  refume  his  for- 
mer dignity  and  government ;  but  death  fbon  after  prevented  The  graxd 
it,  and  only  his  remains  were  carried  thither  to  be  interred  in  f^afier 
the  fepulchral  chapel  which  he  had  caiifed  to  be  ereAed  for  ^'% 
his  predecefllbr,  whilll  his  heart  was  depo£ted  in  the  great 
chnrch  of  St.  Lewis  at  Jtome.     The  pope  cauled  the  foUow-. 
ing  idfcription  to  be  engraved  on  his  monument,  as  it  was 
compofed  by  the  famous  M.  Jndrea  Maretta:  Fratri  Joahni 
tfiftopo,  magno  militia  Hierofolvnutan^  mag^ro^  irirofortiffi'^ 
mo,  religiojijjtmo,  fplendidiffimo,  cujus,  ^t  igne  aurum,  ftc  ca- 
bmniif/pe^ata  ac  probata  integritas  etiam  enituit.    Sacra 
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to  Rotne^  Whence  the  pope,  iti  otitt  to  procure  hi*  *g 
'fegard  from  the  malecon tents  of  the  cofivent,  fent  hhn 
with  the  dignity  of  cardinal ;  Which,  howevfef ,  duly  { 
to  aggravate  the  refentments  of  the  niudilous,  tt^hdfei 
objeftion  agalnft  him  was  his  tOd  great  CO'thpliaftce  Wl' 
fee  of  Rome^  and  his  little  r^ard  to  the  Hghts  add  ifiti 
the  order.     Upon  his  arrival  at  Afo/fA^,  H*  ap|)oiftted 
Boflo  to  continue  the  hiftory  of  the  orcfef.  Which  ha< 
begun  by  the  commander  ^ohn  Jnthmy^  Frojan.     . 
while  the  gallies  ranged  the  feas,  iiid  brought  Ifl  o 
able,  pfizes ;  and  the  new  pope  Gregory  XIV.  was 
aboat  this  time,  to  publiih  a  brief,  By  wMch  ail  the 
the  Jews  taken  at  fca^  on  what  bottoms  fdever,  Wfertf 
lawful  prizes. 

In  this  year  the  ifland  was  afflifted  WIfh  d  f AfriMl 
lence,  which  fwept  away  vaft  numbers  both  tn  ffefe 
other  parts  of  the  iHand.     The  Jefuifs  beitl^  abdt^t 
iavited  thither  by  Gargatia  bi(hop  of  Mdhha,  Cam« 
tied  there ;  and  the  grand  mafter  ere^ed  i,  eotill^rf t 
>?93*  Capuchin  friars,  who  came  and  fettled  there  ^fo. 
The  capu-      On  the  next  and  following  years,  i^effi  ^fenapCS  weref fliA 
tbimsintro'hy  the  pope  and  European  princes  on  the  fights  of  theiiMe^ 
ducid  at     ^ho  beftowed  fevcral  rich  priories  on  fhcLr  ftVodrites^  ftlftf- 
Maltha,    cularly  Henry  iV.  oi Prance  difpofed  of  that  <ii  JqutUdnlk 
£ivour  of  the  commander  Chatie ;  and  that  of  Auvirg^  Ifi^ 
given  by  him  to  baroit  de  Bctlegarde^  though  ft  kymafi.  Tl^ 
cshftle  of  BqffuetOf  built  by  the  grand  mailef,  W^s  c^ed  M 
hiA  OMDe  mount  Verdalte.    All  this  While,  Neither  his  0t[t& 
worlcfii  nor  other  popular  a^s^  being  able  (d  fojipfe^  ffii 
Goatiauil  cabals  of  the  malecontents,  nor  allay  ms  ttdea£- 
nefs  on  that  account,  he  takes  his  leave  once  mOfe  of  tbi 
^hesrand  iflaad^  aad  returns  to  Rome,  where  he  dfcd  of  ^rtrf  fooh 
2^       after  hb  arrival.    Others  fay,  that  he  died  it  MdShd  ^  fpU  ' 
of  dUboRteat  at  the  uajuft  kiveAlves  and  complaint^  tdfcd  i 
Ag^inft  him  for  having  embezzled  the  public  tfeaftinf;  tki*  ! 
be  is  &id  to  have  remkted  no  lefs  than  20o,00o  CtdHi^^^  I 
the  treafury  was  indebted  to  him.   HoWeifef  dttt  C% 


\&&  d^th  happened  on  the  4th  oiUay  ll^ls  ^^ef  UMi^ 
govecaed  the  order  thirteen  years  and  ahnou  font  tiiolStte^. 
1 597 .       He  was  fuocceded  by  Martin  Garzez,  of  the  tofigue  ciJf- 
1^4.  mzx^ragim^  aikl  at  that  lime  grand  caftellan  of  ih€  mpo/b  j  i 
tin  Gar-    p^xi^  who  proved  more  accepubtc  to  the  drdef  thati*  his  ' 
^^*         deceflbr.    He  begaa  his  government  with  abolidCAg  fdi 
'4iftti6S»  tax6S|  and  ixnpofts  j  and  nu^e  an  order,  ihi&lr' 

«  Vbrtot,  ubi  fop.  p.  166.  NabeHat,  Bxtr^OtK,^       I^V 
i>APP£a,  k  al.  ^  lidem  ibid.  r* 
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j^iught,  ccHnmaiidery  or  even  grand  maftet;,  Iholild  thence" 
be  alloMred  to  keep  veflels  of  their  own  to  go  a  cruifing 
the  Turks^  for  the  fake  of  plunder  and  their  own 
emolument.    On  the  other  hand,  as  the  Turks  were 
ig  the  kingdom  di Hungary ^  almoft  without  any  op« 
py  he  and  the  council  pafled  a  decree,  that  any  knighc 
i^rder,  who  fenred  in  that  country  againft  the  infidels^ 
JK  allowed  their  refpeflivs  revenues,  in  the  fame  man« 
"  they  had  been  employed  in  the  gallies  of  the  order, 
refiding  in  the  ifland  ;  upon  which  great  num« 
j^em  tranfported  themfelves  thither,  and  fignalized 
againft  thofe  invaders.     This  aft  fo  far  obliged 
peror  Rodolphus  II.  that,  on  the  next  year,  he  termi* 
the  long  conteft  about  the  grand  priory  of  Bohemia,  to 
Aion  of  the  order ;  the  diploma  of  which  was  dif- 
ibon  after  to  the  grand  mafter.     The  inquifitors,  ' 
d,  during  the  grand  maflerihipof  the  lately  CaJJiere^ 
fome  difturbances  in  the  iQand,  began  afrefh  to  make 
feel  the  efFefts  of  their  encroachments  and  arbitrary 
jpcoceedings,  and  made  the  order  wi(h,  whennt  was  too  late, 
imat  they  had  never  given  any  admittance  to  that  office. 
This  year  the  grand  mafter  and  chapter  pafled  a  decree  in  fa- 
|>oar  of  the  Svjifsy  by  which  they  were  allowed  to  be  ndmit- 
W  into  the  priory  of  Germany^  provided  the  candidates 

Ksd  their  defcent  from  their  progenitors  by  lawful  mar- 
both  on  their  fathers  and  mothers  fide,  during  three  ge* 
Krations,  and  all  to  have  been  of  the  catholic  religion,  and 
Ibtt  pone  of  them  had  ever  exercjfed  any  mechanic  trades,  but 
Icca  employed  in  military  offices,  as  captains,  commanders, 
|6c.  iQ  which  cafe  their  martial  calling  fhould  intltle  them  to 
idmil&oo,  inftead  of  nobility  of  blood.     This  century  con-r 
^odes  ^ith  making  fome  new  fortifications  in  the  iflands  of 
i^ha  and  Gofa ;  and  the  next  begins  with  fome  new  con- 
tcfts  between  the  tongues  of  Italy  zni'Germdny,  about  the 
priory  of  Hungary ,  which  are  followed  by  much  more  dan- 
gerous ones  between  the  grand  mafter  and  the  officers  of  the 
nquiiition,  who,  to  gain  the  pope's  favour,  aflbmed,  by  that 
finie,  fach  an  exorbitant  degree  of  authority,  as  rendered  them 
odious  and  infupportable  to  the  whole  order,  and  helped  to     x6ci.' 
fltortoi  Ac  grand  matter's  life,  who  died  on  the  7th  of  Fe-'^^^ gromd 
*"«»  of  the  following  year,  afteiThaving  governed  the  or-  ^fi*^ 
dcr  |fc  years  and  nine  months.  '• 

ttl  was  fucceeded  by  Alof  de  Vignaconrt^  grand  hofpi taller  52.  Alof 
of  Ae  order,   and  of  the  tongue  of  France,  on  the  loth  of  4^  Vigna« 
^ftme  month.     This  gentleman,  who  was  defcended  from  <^^'*^*» 
••IT   trious  houfe  in  PicarJy,  fignalized  his  government, 
»*      ^isT.  Vol..  XIX.  T  above 
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ibore  all  his  predeceflbrs,  not  only  by  the  unufual  length  of 
it,  but  much  more  by  the  variety  of  memorable  events  which 
happened  during  the  courfe  of  it.     His  fird  care,  after  hav- 
ing 4}0tified  his  de£tion  to  the  feveral  Chriftian  powers  of  £»- 
r^  by  fplendid  ambaffies,  was  to  oppofe  the  encroachments 
of  the  In^uifitor  Veralli^  who  had  alTumed  a  right  of  inter* 
meddling  with  the  af&irsof  government,  and  was  therein 
opeidy  fuppdrted  by  pope  CUment  VIII.     Their  infolence 
was  indeed  grown  to  fuch  a  monftrous  height  during  the 
two  former  governments,  that  there  was  a  neceffity  for  this 
new  grand  mafter  to  let  them  know  betimes  that  he  was  fuiiy 
determined  to  confine  them  to  their  own  proper  province. 
In  the  fame  year  the  gallies  of  the  order,  according  to  a  well- 
concerted  plan,  made  themfelves  mailers  of  Hammamet,  vol* 
.garly  called  Malwmtta^  belonging  fo  the  diftri^  of  Sufa,  on 
the  coaft  of  Barbary,  a  fortrefs  built  formerly  by  the  Tuni* 
fians. 
Lango  ra*     On  the  next  year  they  were  fent  on  an  expedition  a^;ainA 
^aged.       LiPanto;  and  on  the  following,  in  which  ^va$  held  a  general 
chapter  of  the  order,  they  were  employed  in  ravaging  the 
ifland  of  Lango,  once  belonging  to  the  order,  when  they  were 
mafters  of   Rhodes^  but  out   of  which  they  were  driven 
by  the  Turks,  as  we  have  already  fcen.     Nothing  remarkable 
Happened  upon  the  two  following  years,  except  the  death  of 
pope  Clement  Vlli.  and  the  eledion  of  Paul  V.  who,  in  pre- 
judice of  the  right  of  the  order,  difpofcd  of  three  commaa* 
deri^s  belonging  to  the  tongue  of  Italy,   in  favour  of  his 
nephews,  and  not  long  after,  of  that  of  Benevento  in  favoor 
of  cardinal  Bvffaio,     Thefe  were  not  the  only  mortificatiooi 
which  that  great  man  was  obliged  to  fubmit  to,  from  the 
ufurplng  tyranny  of  the  holy  fee,  as  we  ihall  foon  fee  in  the. 
fequel. 
1607.        These  frequent  vidiations,  fo  detrimental  to  the  order,  ' 
infplred  a  Dalmatian  knight,  of  the  German  tongue,  with  a 
projeft,  which,  if  it  had  been  put  in  execution,  would  have 
made  fome  amends  for  their  frequent  lofles.     It  was  to  ob* 
tain  from  the  Poknders  the  reAitution  of  the  rich  and  eHten* 
five  commandery  of  Pofnania,  which  had  long  fince  fallen  in* 
*      to  fecutar  hands,  upon  condition  that  a  new  body  of  knights 
fliould  be  eftablifhed  in  that  kingdom,  whofe  office  it  fliould 
be  to  fight  on  horfeback,  and  defend  its  frontiers  againA  the 
'Turks.     The  propofal  was  highly  approved  of  by  the  grand 
mafler  and  council ;  but  the  execution  of  ft  proved  tmpraAi* 
caWe,  through  the  obftacles  which  a  prince  of  the  houfeof 
Radzivil  put  in  its  way,  whofe  anceftors,  it  is  probable,  had 

by  fome  means  got  po^feilion  of  it. 

Oh- 


r 


C.7.  Tbe  Hijidry  of  Maltha;  291 

On  the  next  year  a  fedition  hap^ned  ia  the  new  cif}'',  oc-      1608. 
cafioced  by  an  attempt  made  by  fpme  of  the  order  to  get  t)ie  A /edition 
connt  d^  Brie,  natural  fon  of  Henry  duke  of  Lorraih,  admit-  ^'  ^^^^ 
«ed  into  the  order ;  at  which  thofe  of  the  German  tongue  ^^^* 
were  fo  cxafperated,  that  they  took  down  the  arms  of  the 
grand  mafter^  and  of  the  order,  that  flood  over  the  great  gate 
of  their  inn,  and  left  only  thofe  of  the  emperor  in  their 
room.     The  affair  was  like  to  have  been  attended  with  fome 
fetal  confequences,  the  Germans  being  the  moft  jealous  and 
nice  in  point  of  blood  and  defcent ;  but  how  it  was  compro- 
mifed  at  laft,  our  author  has  not  thought  fit  to  tell  us  «. 

On  the  next  year  three  commanders  of  the  order,  Fre/enef, 
Mauros,  and  Gaucourt,  furpfifed  the  fortrcfs  of  Lajazzo,  in 
the  bay  of  that  name,  on  the  confines  of  Natolia,  They 
burft  open  the  gate  by  the  help  of  a  petard,  entered  and 
plundered  the  town,  where  they  loaded  themfelves  with  rich 
plunder,  rafed  the  fortifications,  and  brought  away  above 
300  captives. 

On  the  next  year  the  order  loft  a  moft  noble  friend  and  pa- 
tron in  the  perfon  of  Henry  IV.  of  France,  who  was  treache- 
roofly  ftabbed  by  Ravillac. 

On  this  year  the  city  of  Corinth  was  taken  and  plundered      i6t'« 
by  the  gallies  of  the  order.  / 

On  the  next  the  duke  of  Vendofme,  who  had  taken  the  habit 
of  the  ordfer,  was  declared  general  of  all  the  gallies  belonging 
to  it.  .    ' 

The  corfaihs  of  Barhary  having  entered  into  a  combina- 
tiott  to  furprife  the  ifland  of  Gofa,  the  grand  niafttr  ordered 
fome  new  fortifications  to  be  added  to  it,  and  fent  a  frefh  fup- 
ply  of  troops  and  ammunition  into  it,  which  rendered  the 
attempt  abortive.  ♦ 

The  order  was  alarmed  at  a  fre(h  infringement  of  their      161  r, 
plivileges,  by  a  grant  made^  by  the  pope  of  the  rcverfion^T'^^o^^ 
of  the  grand  commandery  of  Rcggio,  in  favour  of  a  younger  makes frrjh 
fon  of  the  duke  of  Modena ;  a  grant  which  might  have  been  infringe- 
attended   with  dangerous  confequences,    had  it   not  been  ^^»''« 
compromifed  by  the  addrets  and  credit  of  the  grand  mafter.  ' 

Sixty  Turkijh  gallics  land  at  Maltha,  and  ravage  the 
Ifland,  but  could  meet  with  no  rich  plunder,  nor  make  any 
captives,  through  the  timely  precaution  of  the  inhabitants, 
who  had  retired,  with  their  moft  confidgrablc  effefts,  into  the 
city  and  other  fortrefles  of  the  ifland. 

The  grand  mafter  caufes  a  noble  aqueduft  to  be  made      161 6. 
from  the  city  of  Maltha,  fince 'called  the  Notable  City, ''to  the 

•  Vertot,  p.  170.  J 
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nbw  one  of  La  Vaktta,  by, which  the  latter  is  furixiihed  with 
a  fufRcient  quantity  of  water,  to  fupply  a  fumptuous  fountaiOy 
which  he  caufed  to  be  erefted  in  the  great  fqaare  that  faces 
the  palace,  with  a  cooftant  ftream :  a  work,  fays  our  author, 
worthy  of  the  magnificence  of  the  antient  Romans  ^. 
'  We  formerly  took  notice  of  the  order  of  St.  Sepulcbra 
having,  for  the  better  defence  of  Chriflendom,  been  joined 
to  the  order  of  St.  John  cf  Jertifalem  \  but,  about  this  tiine» 
the  duke  of  Nevers  having  formed  a  projeA  for  difunitiag 
them  again,  the  grand  maAer  was  obliged  to  fend  an  am- 
balTy  into  France^  to  traverfe  that  defign.  Don  Lewis  Men- 
dez  de  Vafconcellos^  baily  of  Jcra^  a  knight  of  great  penetra- 
tion and  conduft,  was  the  perfon  who  was  fent  ambaflador 
extraordinary  to  the  French  court,  and  who,  by  his  credit 
and  lingular  addrefs,  prevailed  upon  the  French  monarch  tp 
oppoCe  it ;  by  which  means  it  Was  fet  afide. 

About  the  fame  time  the  famous  TaccarJin,  prince  of 
the  Drujii,  arrived  at  Maltha,  to  implore  the  protection 
and  a/Tiftance  of  the  order  againft  the  tyranny  and  perfecu- 
tion  of  the  grand  fignior^  and  met  with  a  favourable  recep* 
tion. 
1618.  The  order  caufed  a  new  galleon  to  be  built  at  Amflerdam^ 
at  the  public  charge ;  the  conHrudtion  ai\d  equipment  of 
which  amounted  to  60,000  ducats. 

At  the  fame  time  the  grand  mafter  caufed  fome  new  for- 
tifications to  be  added  to  the  caflles  of  St.  PmU  Marza  Si* 
caco,  and  Marza  Scak,  and  to  thofe  in  the  fmiall  ifland  of 
Comin,  fituated  between  Maltha  and  Co/a. 
fhe  hijhop      In  the  fame  year  the  bifhop  of  Jllaltha,  who  had  for  (bme 
•/'Maltha  ttme  made  fundry  encroachments  on  the  authority  of  the 
fint  to  thi  grand  mafier  and  council,  being  complained  againft  to  the 
/^/'*  pope,  was  obliged  to  go  to  Rome,  to  jufiif  y  his  conduA* 

He  left  the  cai  e  of  the  dlocefe  to  his  vicar,  who  being  a  per- 
fon of  a  turbulent  fpirit,  exafperated  the  order  againft  him 
to  fuch  a  degree,  that  the  young  knights  of  every  tongue 
agreed  to  fetch  him  out  of  his  houfe,  and  throw  him  into 
the  fea.  The  grand  maftcr,  beiug  informed  of  it,  caufed 
him  to  be  refcued  out  qf  their  hands,  and  fent  him  after  the 
biftiop,  to  aufwer  for  hh  mutiny  and  audacioufnefs  before  th« 
hiAy  fee.  The  pope  pretending  to  refent  the  indignity  doco 
to  the  vicar,  as  done  to  the  whole  churchy  and  to  himfelf  a$ 
iiead  of  it,  fent  orders  to  the  grand  inquifitor  of  the  Ifland 
to  make  a  ftrift  and  fevere  inquiry  into  the  caufe  of  the  con* 

*  *  VsRTQT,  ubifupra,  p.  171. 
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teft,  and  to  threaten  the  order  with  excommunication. 
Whereupon  the  grand  mafter  finding  that  the  pontif  was  no 
friend  to  the  order,  was  glad  to  make  a  feigned  fubmiflion  to 
him,  to  avoid  the  efieftsof  his  refentment. 

On  the  fame  yfear  the  order  loft  a  confidei^ble  number  of 
knights,  and  others  of  their  forces,  in  their  iruitlefs  attempt 
on  the  town  of  Suja,  on  the  coaft  of  Barbaryj  in  conjunflioo 
with  the  reft  of  the  Chriftian  fleet.  Many  of  them  returned 
to  Maltha^  covered  with  wounds,  of  which  feveral  of  them 
died  fooo  after. 

This  year  zmvcd  ^t  Maltha  Francis  Ottoman^  z  Domini'  1620. 
can  friar,  who  pretended  to  be  the  fon  of  foltan  Jchmet^ 
and,  on  the  recommendation  of  cardinal  Verally^  prefident 
of  the  congr^tion  of  catechumens  at  Rome^  met  with  a 
foitable  reception  from  the  grand  mafter  and  order ;  foon 
'  after  which  the  Malthefe  gailies  made  an  attempt  upon  Ca* 
ftell  Tormfe  in  the  Morea^  under  the  conduct  of  the  com- 
mander Aifonfo  Cajlel  St.  Pedro^  their  admiral.  They  had 
already  opened  their  way  into  the  place,  which  was  the  public 
magazine  of  that  peninfula,  by  the  means  of  three  pe- 
tards; when  the  grand  mafter  was  informed  by  a  Gretk^ 
that,  if  they  did  not  retire  with  all  fpeed,  they  would  be  all 
tnt  in  pieces  by  4000  Turhy  who  were  then  at  a  fmall  di« 
ftance,  which  obliged  that  general  to  found  a  retreat,  which 
he  did  time  enough  to  get  ail  liis  men  on  board,  with  their 
plander  and  prifoners. 

Gregory  XV.  fucceeds PaulV.  at  Rcme\  and,  by  anew  1621. 
bull,  confirms  all  the  privileges  of  the  order  granted  by  his 
predeceflbrs,  but  quickly  after  invades  thofe  which  belonged 
to  the  Italian  tongue,  by  difpofing  even  of  the  reverfion  of 
feme  of  their  commanderies ;  by  which  they  faw  themfelves 
deprived  of  their  right  of  fucceflion  to  them,  according  to 
the  title  of  elderfhip  and  merit. 

About  the  fame  time  the  commander  of  Chatte-Gqffan 
was  fent  by  l^ewis  XIII.  of  France  to  delire  the  grand  mafter 
to  permh  the  gailies  of  the  order  to  join  with  his  own  againft 
t\it  Huguenots,  "^ho  were  in  arms  in  the  fouthem  parts  of  his 
dominions ;  upon  which  the  commander  Caftellani  de  Monte* 
medam  was  ordered  to  fail  with  them,  and  the  galleon  newly 
built  at  Amfterdam,  dircflly  for  Marfeilles.  Soon  after,  the 
grand  mafter  being  out  a  hunting  in  the  height  of  the  hot 
weather,  in  the  month  of  Augujl,  and  in  too  eager  pnrfuit  of 
a  hare,  was  feized  with  an  apopleftic  fit,  and  was  immedi- 
atdy  conveyed  to  the  new  cicy,  where,  being  taken  proper 
CM  of,  he  lived  till  the  14th  of  September  following,  after 
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hating  appointed  Nicholas  la  Marra,  admiral,  his  Keutenant^ 
and  died  in  the  75th  year  of  .his  age,  and  21ft  of  his  grand 
mafterihip. 
M.  Lewis      j|£  -vvas  fucceeded  by  Lewis  Mendez  VafconceU^s^  of  tte 
Mendcz    tongue  of  Portugal^  and  grand  baily  of  Acra,^  who  was  proclaim- 
?.  ^°^'    cd  on  the  1 7  th  of  the  fame  month ;  but  had  hardly  enjoyed  his 
new  dignity  fix  whole  months  before  death  deprived  the  or- 
der of  him,  whilft  he  :was  taken  up  in  making  of  many  new 
regulations  for  reftoring  the  antient  difcipline.     He  died  on 
the  6th  oi'March  following,  in  the  8th  year  of  his  age,  and 
was  fucceeded  by 
'624.         Antony  de  Paulo,  grand  prior  of  St*  Ciltesy  and  then 
54.  An-  .^i  years  of  age,  who  had  the  mortification  to  find  that  l/r^an 
^ny  dc     VIII.  who  fucceeded  Gregory  XV.  made  as  little  fcrupk  of 
*^  ^'       invading  the  rights  of  the  order  as  his  predeceflTors.     In  the 
firft  year  of  his  government,  a  Portuguefe  novice  of  the  or-* 
der,  named  John  Fonfeca^  having  been  convifted  of  murder 
and  theft,  was  publicly  beheaded ;  and,  on  the  next  year,  the 
'  prior  of  Capua  wa«  condemned  to  perpetual  tmprifonment  for 
defrauding  the  public  revenue  of  feveral  confiderable  fums, 
and  died  in  his  confinement.     On  the  other  hand,  there  wene 
many  of  the  order,  who  publicly  accufed  the  grand  mafter  of 
feveral  crimes  at  the  court  of^om^,  fuch  as  lewdnefs  and 
fimony ;  upon  which  he  was  obliged  to  fend  the  commander 
Hiliiar  de  Polaftrott,  a  (>erfon  of  a  moft  exemplary  life,  am- 
baffador  to  Ro7ne,  to  refute  thefe  unjuft  calumnies,  and  to 
juftify  his  charafter. 

He  had  fcarcely  extricated  himfeif  out  of  that  difficulty,  ' 
before  he  was  involved  in  a  greater,  as  he  had  to  deal  with 
pope  Urban  VIII.  who  vfjBts  both  judge  and  party,  and  had 
taken  upon  him  the  difpofmg  of  all  the  Italian  commande- 
ries  in  favour  of  his  relations  and  fevourites  ;  infomuch  that 
they  reckoned  no  lefs  than  feventeen  of  the  beft  of  them, 
which  had  been  thus  arbitrarily  given  away  by  him  and  his 
two  predeceflbrs,  in  prejudice  of  the  Italian  tpngue.  This 
injuflice  increafed  the  difcontent  to  fuch  a  degree  among 
the  knights  of  that  nation,  that  they  refufed  to  peiform  their 
<travans,  and  other  duties  of  their  order,  and  many  of  them 
abandoning  the  ifland  retired  to  their  own  refpeAive  patrn 
monies,  or  among  their  relations  and  friends.  The  grand 
mafter,  unable  to  put  a  ftop.  to  fuch  complicated  difaAo-s  by 
an^  othei*  means,  found  himfeif  obliged  to  fend  ambafladors 
not  only  to  the  court  oiRome,  bttt  alio  to  the  courts  oiCer- 
HIany,  France,  and  Spain,  who  being  all  (launch  numbers  of 
the  order,  and  men  of  the  higheft  raqk  and  character,  failed 
not  to  repref<?nt  to  thofe  Chriflian  princes  the  injuftice  of 
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that  pontif's  proceedings  in  the  moft  lively  terms.  Theft 
ambalTadors  were  moreover  ordered  to  complain  of  frequent 
dirpenfations  granted  at  Rome  to  the  knights  of  the  order,  by 
which  they  were  impowered  to  difpofe  of  their  effcfts  to 
the  prejudice  of  the  common  treafury,  and  confequently  the 
whole  community.  All  thcfe  commiflions  were  executed  with 
the  utmoft  exaftnefs  and  zeal  by  thofe  ambafladors.  Some 
of  thoTe  princes  were  pleafed  to  reprefent  thofe  injuries  done 
io  the  order,  as  extremely  difpleafing  to  them,  by  their  am- 
badikdors  at  the  court  of  Rome,  but  without  any  efFeft ;  the 
pontif  proved  deaf  to  all  their  remonftrances,  and  complaints 
of  the  grand  mailer,  and,  inftead  of  receding  from  his  pre- 
teafions,  did  only  give  them  a  more  extravagaat  fcope. 

This  year  the  gallie§  of  the  order  made  an  unfuccefsful  162c; 
attempt  on  the  ifland  of  St,  Mauro,  belonging  to  the  Turks^ 
in  which  they  had  twelve  of  their  knights  Ham,  befides  a 
much  greater  number  wounded,  with  the  lofs  of  their  other 
JForces,  and  fome  of  their  veflels.  This  was  followed  foon 
after  by  the  lofs  of  two  of  their  prime  gallies,  the  St.  John  ' 
and  St.  FranciSy  in  an  engagement  at  fea  agalnfl  the  Turki/f} 
corfairs.  In  this  likewife  feveral  of  their  commanders  and 
knights  were  ilain,  others  wounded,  and  fome  taken  prifon- 
€rs,  and  carried  into  flavery. 

Notwithstanding  all  thefe  loffes,  and  others  of  a 
dii&rent  nature,  which  had  reduced  the  order  to  very  great 
ftraights,  (he  pope,  ftill  inexorable  to  all  theif  complaints^ 
continued  his  old  way  of  difpofrng  of  the  Italian  comman- 
dcries  amongft  his  own  relations  and  fevourites. 

The  grand  mafter  orders  a  new  galley  to  be  built,  and 
added  to  the  other  five,  which  the  order  ufually  kept  at 
fea,  in  order  to  fupprefs  the  infolence  of  the  5^r*ary  corfairs. 
Urban  VIII/s  enmity  to  the  order  ftill  increafing,  by  t|ie  con- 
tinual complaints  they  made  againft  his  violent  proceedings, ,   1528. 
he  publiftied  this  year  ah  ordinance,  motu  propria,  by  M'hich  Tbepepi 
iic  altered  the  order  which  had  hitherto  been  obferved  m  alters  tie 
the  eleflioh  of  their  grand  xQafters.  ^rderof 

AsTONy  Bosio,  the. natural  fon  of  Otho  de  Bojio,  znd'^f^'^if^ 
fince  adopted  by  his  brother  James,  famous  for  his  great  ^"^^ 
'learning,  particularly  bis  knowlege  in  ecclefiaftical  hiftory,  ^f>^P^\ 
well  as  for  his  other  learned  works,  and,  among  them,  his 
Rmna  Subterranea,  fucceeded  his  adoptive  father  in  the  of- 
fice of  agent  of  the  order  at  Rome,  and,  being  the  laft  of  that 
narne^  inhmt^d  the  great  eftates  of  that  illuftrious  family. 
The  pope,  ftUl  more  eager  in  the  pnrfuit  of  his  own  private 
views,  attempted  to  change  the  antient  cuftoms  that,  till 
thcn,wer/e  ufed  In  the  general  chapters  of  the  order ;  but  was 
-  T  4  jTooiv 
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fooQ  after  obliged  to  recede  from  fome  of  bis  aew  regula- 
tions. 
1531.        Ok  the  next  year  the  ChrifliaD  flaves  belonging  to  the 
Turkifb  (hip  commanded  by  Manni  Beigh  of  Fahiagufia,  in  the 
ifland  of  Cyprus,  revolt  and  kill  him  and  all  the  reft  of  his 
foldiers,  and  fail  with  the  galley  to  Mahha.     A  general 
.   chapter  of  the  order  being  to  be  convened  on  the  1 1  th 
.  of  May  of  the  fame  year,  the  pope  confented  that  they 
fit  popi    (hould  proceed  according  to  the  antient  cuftom  of  chafing 
^aies       fixteen  commiflaries^  two  for  each  tongue;  but  infiAed  apoa 
/^  mw  j^jg  inquifitor's  preiiding  over  then^  and  upon  his  appoint- 
tQwtgts*     .^g^  during  his  abfencJe,  whom  he  fhould  thitik  fit,  to  perform 
that  funflion  in  his  ftead ;   and  that  he  fhould  moreover 
be  authorized  to  prorogue  or  fufpend  the  chapter,  if  he  fa\r  it 
proper.    To  which  the  grand  mafter  anfwered  \he  pontiff 
that  he,  for  his  own  part,  was  ready  and  willing  to  comply 
with  his  holinefs*s  orders ;  yet  the  reft  of  the  community  {o 
highly  refented  bis  introducing  a  ftranger  into  the  govern- 
ment of  the  order,  under  the  title  of  prefident,  that,  to  pre- 
vent the  ill  confequences  that  might  enfue,  he  thought  bim- 
felf  obliged  to  intreat  him  to  defjft  from  fuch  an  unufoal  and 
dangerous  a  proceeding.     Th^pope  paying  no  regard  to 
their  remonftrances,  and  the  grand  mafter  and  council  feeing 
themfelves  forced  to  obey,  a  general  revolt  was  likely  to  have 
enfued  in  the  convent,  ei'pecially  among  the  younger  mem- 
bers.    To  avoid  which,  they  thought  it  expedient  to  fend 
them  out  a  cruliing,  during  the  whole  fitting  of  the  chapter. 
On  Sunday  the  i  ith  of  May^  accordingly,  the  grand  chap- 
ter afiembled,    at  Which  the   grand    mafter  prefided  as 
ufual,  and  a  great  number  of  the  chief  commanders,  grand 
priors,  and  other  officers  of  each  tongue,  aififted.  .  The  in- 
^  quifitor  immediately,  after  the  ufual  formalities,  prefented 
them  with  the  pope's  brief,  which  appointed  him  prefident 
over  the  fixteen  commifiaries,  but  without  any  authority  to 
vote  or  intermeddle,  to  propofe  or  advife>  in  any  matter  on 
the  tapis.    The  grand  mafter  and  chapter  thought  it  the 
moft  prudent  way  to  accept  of  it  on  thcAe  reftriAions ;  and 
it  was  accordingly  recdvcd,  and  fubmittcd  to.    The  chapter 
proceeded  fbon  after  to  the  eleAion  of  fixteen  commiflfaries, 
who,  with  the  inquifitor  at  their  head,  retired  to  the  hall  or 
room  appointed  tor  their  feflion,  and  proceeded  to  the  bnfi- 
nefs  which  was  committed  to  their  management,  without  any 
jnoleftation  or  demur  on  the  part  of  the  pope^s  inquifitor. 
This  being  the  laft  general  chapter  that  was  h^d  at  MabMf 
the  regulations  and  decifions  or  it  have  ferved  ever  fince  as  a 
rule  and  law^  by  which  all  difputes  and  debates  that  have 
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happened  Ance.  then  have  been  determined^  and  are  like  to 
continue  fo  as  long  as  the  order  fubfifts. 

The  following  year  was  rendered  remarkable  by  the  ge*  Numier  §f 
neral  cenfus  which  was  taken  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  tbj  iuMtt- 
two  iflands  o( Maltha  and  C^^,  which  were  found  to  amount^"''  '* 
to   51,750,  men,  women,  and  children,   exclufive  of  thc^*^^*^ 
knights  of  the  order,  the  eccleliallics  and  familiars  belong- 
ing to  the  inquifidon. 

About  the  fame  time  one  of  the  gallies  belonging  to  the 
order,  called  the  St*  John,  being  driven  by  ftrefs  of  weather 
on  the  coafts  of  Calairia,  was  daihed  in  pieces ;  but  the  crew 
got  fafe  to  land,  and  the  artillery,  ^th  a  conllderable  part  of 
the  cargo,  was  Ukewife  faved. 

On  the  fdlowing  year,  Imhrol  prior  of  t}ie  church,  and 
one  of  the  commiiTaries  chofen  by  the  late  chapter,  ofiers 
himfelf  to  write  a  general  hiftory  of  the  order,  and  obtains 
leave  to  fearch  all  the  records  and  regifters  of  chancery,  6r. 
in  order  thereunto ;  not  long  after  which  another  knight  of 
the  order,  named  Cafar  Mugalotti,  a  perfon  of  great  learn-' 
ing,  is  recommended  by  cardinal  Barberini,  as  a  proper  per- 
fon to  compile  the  fame  hiftory.  They  were  both  approved 
of  by  the  council,  and  both  fet  about  the  work ;  but  neither 
of  them  have  completed  it.  And  it  is  not  unlikely,  as  weob- 
ferved  at  the  beginning  of  this  laft  feftion,  that  they  found 
the  fubjeft  exhaufted  by  Bojio^  fo  far  as  his  own  had  been 
continued ;  and  that  what  had  happened  iince  that  time  was 
too  inconfiderable  to  countenance  the  compiling  of  two  new 
ones.  And  may  not  that  be  the  reafon  why  no  pther  author, 
who  hath  writ  the  hiftory  of  the  order,  hath  thought  fit  to 
carry  it  on  further  than  we  have  done  ? 

Be  that  as  it  will,  in  the  next  year  general  VaiK,  admiral  7-^  y^^X*^ 
of  atiit  Malthefe  gallies,  attacked  ioxirMooriJhydl&h,  about  thefe/«i# 
the  latter  end  of  ^n7,  near  the  coafts  of  Lepanto^  hdtn fiviral 
with  650  negroes,  and  other  commodities  from  Barbary  for  corfmrs. 
ConftantinopUy  and,  after  an  obftinate  fight,  made  himfelf 
mailer  of  them.  He  fell  foon  after  upon  fome  coriairs  belong- 
ing to  Tripoli,  and  carried  off  338  flaves,  and  delivered  about 
taty  Chriftian  captives. 

The  Venetians  fent  heavy  complaints  to  the  grand  mafter^ 
oa  account  of  his  gallies  making  fuch  prizes  on  the  feas  be- 
longing to  the  republic ;  to  which  he  ordered  his  ambaflador 
there  to  declare,  that  he  would  vdllingly  furrender  all  the 
iiabje£U  of  the  grand  fignor  that  were  taken  on  the  Adriatic 
golph ;  but,  as  to  the  Barbary  corfairs,  he  fhould  make  no 
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fcruplc  to  fell  them  for  flaves,  as  profligate  wretches,  that 
were  fworn  eoemies  to  all  nations  and  roigtons.  Much  fach 
another  mifunderftanding  happened  about  the  fame  time  be- 
tween the  order  and  the  repnblic  of  Luccay  and  was  likely  to 
have  been  attended  with  fbme  dangerous  confequences,  which 
the  pope,  however,  prevented,  by  interpofing  his  authority. 
About  this  time  appeared  the  prince  Cucka,  who  gave 
himfelf  out  to  be  a  fon  oi  Mohammed  III.  by  one  of  the  Chri-^ 
flian  prlncefles  of  the  houfe  of  Comnenh  emperors  of  Trebi- 
xond  %  and  pretended  that  his  mother  had  caufed  him  to  bef 
educated  in  a  Chriflian  country,  and  in  the  Chriftian  faith. 
Few  princes  in  Europe  gave  any  credit  to  this  ftory,  though 
intereil  prevailed  upon'feveral  of  them,  and  amongft  them 
the  grand  maftcr  and  order,  to  engage  in  his  quarrel,  whe- 
ther right  or  wrong. 

Ik  me  year  following  the  pope  applied  hjmfelf  to  them, 
to  cadfiSHrour  to  recover  mount  Calvary^  the  church  pf  5/. 
Sepulchre,  the  citwjf  Bethlehem,  and  otner  places  of  the  holy 
land,  which  hacl  till  lately  been  in  the  cuftody  of  the  Fran* 
dfcan  friers  of  Jerufalem,  but  had  been  wrefied  out  of  their 
hands,  by  dint  of  money,  by  the  Greek  fchifmacics.  The 
grand  mafter  and  council  readily  approved  of  their  defign ; 
but  gave  it  as  their  opinion,  that  there  was  no  other  way  of 
fucceeding  in  it  but  by  open  force  of  arms,  and  in  conjunc* 
tion  with  other  Chridiaft  princes,  who,  in  that  cafe,  ought  to 
fhew  no  more  mercy  to  any  Greek  fchifmatics  that  ftioDld  fall 
into  their  hands. 

The  next  year  was  attended  with  the  death  of  the  graod 

mafter,  who  was  attacked  by  a  fevere  ficknefs,  which  heB  him 

near  three  months,  >9hilft  he  was  taken  up  in  fortifying  the 

new  city  with  a  new  wall. 

1636.        Hb  died  on  the  19th  day  of  July,  in  the  85th  year  of  his 

1[ he  grand  age,  and  the  14th  of  his  government. 

mafitr  jf ^  ^^as  fucceeded  by  Paul  Lafcaris  Caftelard^  g^'^t  baily 

^"'  o{  Manofo),  who  was  defcended  from  the  famed  counts  of 

y '      .      Vintirfullia  in  Piedmont,  who  were  thcmfelves  defcended  froin 

CalUIard  ^^^  imperial  family  of  the  emperors  oi  Nice  •.     His  lingular 

'  merit  had  got  him  admitted  into  the  order  fo  eaxly  as  the 

24th  of  Jpril  1583,  and  he  was  now  fevcnty  years  of  age 

upon  his  being  chofen  to  the  grand  mafter(hip.     The  ifland, 

at  this  time,  laboured  under  a  great  fcarcity  of  corn>  which 

^  made  him  apply  himfelf  to  the  prefldent  of  Sicily  for  a  freiJv 

"  fupply,  as  ului ;  but  that  being  refufed,  the  commaadcr 

^  De  his  yi4e  Ant.  Hift.  rol.  xviiL  p.  451  >  &  fe^         ^  Idem, 
vol.  xvii.  p.  172,  k  feq. 
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Natty  adtnif  al  of  the  Malthefe  gallies,  had  recourfe  to  Ae 
Tioeroy  of  NapkSy  who  readily  furniOied  him  with  a  l^rge 
qtiantity  of  it,  without  duty  or  impoft ;  which  was  the  more 
welcome  at  diis  time,  as  the  new  graed  maAer  had  kept  a 
great  mimber  of  workmea  conHaotlj  enpioyed  in  carrying 
OD  the  fortifications  which  his  predeoeffiN*  had  began.  The 
perfoa  who  prefided  over  them  was  the  famed  cngtaeer  Fli^ 
risfw,  whom  he  had  honcmred  with  the  habit  and  the  crofi 
of  tbe  order,  on  aoconnt  of  the  great  {kill  and  diligence  with 
whkh  he'  acquitted  himfelf  of  that  truft. 

That  nothing  might  retard  the  work,  as  the  ifland  was  Theinha- 
threatened  with  a  new  armament  from  Turky^  he  ordered  ^twits 
ibme  money  to  be  coined,  as  formerly,  for  the  more  regular  Z^"?'^'"'* 
payment  of  the  woiicmcn  ;  and,  for  the  better  fecurity  <?  the  ^J&''^^^h 
inhabitants,  hecaufed  them  to  be  divided  into  regular  regi*    ^* 
sients  and  companies,  commanded  by  knights  of  the  order, 
aad  to  be  duly  armed  and  exercifed,  fo  as  to  foe  always  ready 
to  oppoie  the  ddEceots  of  the  Turkijb  and  Barbary  cor- 
iairs. 

AbiSut  the  fame  time  Don  P^Jro  de  Vmtimillia^  another 
IcAight  of  that  family,  fettles  an  income  of  2000  crowns  ptr 
annum  {or  ever,  for  the  maintenance  of  an  extraordinary. 
galley,  which  was  to  be  called  the  St.  Peter.     His  example 
was  followed  by  the  grand  prior  of  Venice,  who  founded  an- 
other under  the  name  of  St.  Nichol^ ;  and  the  commanded: 
Conrard  Scheifurt,  of  the  German  tongue,  founded  the  new 
commandery  of  B re/law,  for  the  fervice  of  the  order.  Tbefe 
fair  b^anlngs  of  his  new  government  were,   however,  Ti?e  *vice* 
quickly  overclouded,  by  the  inveterate  rancour  which  the  ^^y  0/  Si- 
viceroy  and  prefident  of  Sicily  bore  to  the  order,  who  not  c»Iy  r^- 
caiy  refilled  to  fupply  it  with  the  ufual  quantities  of  corn-^^'*?' 
fpedfied  in  the  grant  of  the  emperor  Charles  V.  but  ordered  'yj^^yt' 
an  embargo  to  be  laid  upon  any  Malthefe  (hips  that  (hould  ^^ 
€ail  into  any  of  their  harbours. 

The  oGcafion  or  pretence  for  this  mifunderOandlng  was, 
-that  the  crowns  of  France  and  Spain  being  then  at  war,  fome 
French  knights  of  the  order  had  been  fuffered  by  the  grand 
joaJdm'  to  make  iomt  confid^able  prizes  in  French  gallies  at 
-the  very  eatrance  into  the  harbour  of  Maltha  ;  in  revenge  of 
which  .the  regency  of  Sicily  had  ordered  two  Malthefe  gal- 
lies, then  in  the  port  of  Syracvfe,  to  be  difarmed ;  which 
the  Maltheffi  oommander  being  timely  apprifed  of,  forthwith 
fet  fafl .  atid  got  away.  Tbe  governor  tried  to  bring  him 
back  )>y  firing  upon  him,  and  at  length  difcharged  his  whole 
artillery  upon  him ;  in  fplte  of  which  tbe  (hips  got  off,  and 
^vQd  igfe  At  Makiu^     Ttus  ftrangp  <x)ndud  of  the  Spanijb    ~  " 
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governor  caufed  an  umverfal  furprife^  but  more  efpedally  in 
Italy 9  whofe  domlaions  had  been  fo  long  protefted  by  the 
bravery  of  the  Malthefs  gallies  from  the  ravages  of  the  Turk- 
ijb  and  Barhary  corfairs.    This  was  the'firft  time  that  this 
Chriftian  bulwark  had  ever  been  cannonaded  by  any  but 
infidels;  but  that  they  (houM  be  To  now  by  the  Spaniards^ 
who  had  reaped  the  greateft  advantages  from  their  valour 
and  proteftioiv,  was  juftly  deemed  a  piece  of  the  fouleft  in- 
gratitude ;  and  the  duice  of  Mmtalto^  the  then  viceroy  of 
that  iflandy  was  fo  afhamed  of  it,  that  he  openly  diiapproved 
and  condemned  the  deed,  and  laid  all  the  ^  blame  on  the  go- 
vernor of  Syracufcy  and;  by  way  of  fatisfaAion  to  the  order, 
promifed,  or  at  leaft  gave  out,  that  he  would  fufTer  corn  to 
be  exported  by  their  gallies ;  tho'  we  fee  by  what  pafled 
afterwards  that  he  never  defigned  it. 
7hi  grand      How  EVER,  the  viceroy,  as  well  as  his  mafter,  had  juft 
mafirs      reafon  to  complain  againft  the  order,  for  fufFering  the  French 
fattiaUty   (hips  to  cruife  even  to  the  very  chanel  of  Maltha^  and  make 
i9  France,  prizes  of  their  fhips;  and  the  grand  mafter  was  loudly  com- 
plained againft  for  winking  at  it,   infomuch  that  he  was 
flurewdly  iufpefted,  of  being  privately  a  favourer  of  fii&French 
court.    To  wipe  off  which  afperfion,   one  of  thofe  French 
veflfels  having  brought  an  Algerine  prize  into  his  port,  the 
grand  mafter  charged  the  captain,  and  all  the  knights  of  the 
order,  not  to  make  aq^  prizes  or  take  up  arms  againft  Chri- 
ftian princes,  as  contrary  to  the  defign  of  their*  inftitution. 
He  afterwards  complained  of  it  to  the  French  king,  and  in 
the  ftrongeft  terms  reprefented  to  him  the  difcredit  it  was«to 
his  order,  as  well  as  the  injury  it  did  to  commerce,  to  fuffo* 
the  knights  that  fought  under  his  banners  to  attack  and  carry 
off  the  Sicilian  vefTels  as  lawful  prizes;  and  how  much  fuch  a 
proceeding  muft  exafperate  the  court  of  Spain  againft  hii^ 
whole  order,  and  efpecially  againft  himfelf,  as  afting  in  con- 
cert with  his  enemies.     Theie  reprefentations,  though  they 
made  a  great  noife,  yet  proved  of  little  effeA,  either  towards 
fupprefling  thefe  abufes,  or  the  clearing  of  him  from  the  fuf- 
picion  of  being  too  partial  to  theFr«icAintereft. 

In  the  fame  year  Charolty  admiral,  of  the  Malthefe  gallies,- 
made  feveral  confiderable  prizes  on  the  Barbary  corfairs,  par- 
ticularly on  three  large  veflels  belonging  to  TripoU,  which 
were  fent  to  efcorte  a  much  greater  number  of  other  rich 
veflels,  and  whom  he  boarded  at  once  without  the  ufual  la< 
lute  of  a  broadfide.  The  engagement  was  fierce  and  bloody, 
the  Turks  having  in  their  little  fleet  above  450  foldiers,  com- 
manded by  zMarJilian  renegado,  named  La  Becaje,  vfbobsii 
ferved  a  long  while  as  pilot  in  the  gallies  of  the  order,  and 
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wife  aod^children  were  ftill  in  Maltha  \  but  who  having  been 
taken  by  the  corfidrs  of  Tripoli^  was  turned  Mohammedan,, 
and  by  his  valour  was  now  r^ed  to  the  dignity  of  admiral. 

Immediately  upon  their  boarding  the  Turki/h  gallies.  The 
Marcel  de  Chateauneufj  brother  to  the  commander  of  the  St»  hra<v4fy  tf 
Peter^  attacked  the  renegado,   mounted  his  fhip  fword  in  ^^' 
hand  at  the  head  of  a  number  of  other  knights,  and,  having  ^^l^^* 
feized  on  the  traitor,  caufed  him  to  be  conveyed  into  his  bro- 
ther's fhip,  where  he  had  ferved  as  pilot,  and  where  he  was 
quickly  clapped  in  irons,  whUfl  he  and  the  reft  of  his  knights 
fell  f urioufly  on  the  Turksy  and,  after  a  long  and  (harp  con* 
left,  made  themfelves  mafters  of  the  (hip.     The  other  com- 
noanders  were  no  lefs  fuccefsful  againft  thofe  they  attacked^ 
infomucb  that  not  one  veflel,  great  or  fmall,  belonging  to  the 
Turkijb  fleet,  efcaped  them,  but  were  all  brought  fafe  to 
Maltha  by  the  vidtorious  admiral,  to  the  number  of  twenty, 
all  richly  laden.     Befides  the  richnefs  of  the  loading,  they 
took  312  prifoners,  and  a  number  ofChriftian  captives ;  but 
the  prize  coft  the  lives  of  feveral  of  their  braveft  command- 
ers, befides  a  greater  number  of  wounded ;  it  being  ufual 
among  thofe  of  the  order  to  fight  upon  fuch  encounters  with 
mitdi  more  heat  than  difcretion. 

Whilst  this  was  tiAnfafting  abroad,  the  bifhop  of  -^^/-Yi^^  j^om 
tha,  defirous  to  increafe  the  number  of  his  clergy,  made  no  Malthefe 
fcruple  to  ordain  a  great  many  young  men,  who  Teemed  to  tah  or- 
take  the  habit  merely  to  exempt  themfelves  from  the  military  dirs  t9 
duties  and  exercifes  to  which  the  grand  matter  had  fubjeftcd  ^sidm* 
the  inhabitants*     Complaints  of  it  being  fent  to  the  courts  of  ^''^  '** 
Rome  and  SpMtty  the  conduct  of  the  bifhop  was  highly  ^^^' 
blamed,  and  thofe  new  ecclefiaftics  condemned  to  perKMrm 
the  duties  of  their  fundlion,  without  being  exempt  from  the 
military  oaes  which  were  impofed  on  the  feculars. .  This  wife 
precaution  put  an  end  to  that  fhameful  praAice,  which  there 
was  then  the  greater  neceflity  to  fupprefs,  as  the  ifland  was 
in  no  finall  apprehenfion  of  a  Ipeedy  vifit  from  the  Turh. 
However,  tho'  the  pope  indulged  the  order  fo  far  in  that  one 
inflance,  yet,  in  the  main,  he  never  departed  from  his  un- 
friendly conduA  towards  them,  and,  in  this  very  year,  ifTued 
out  a  brief,  by  which  the  knights  weie  impowered  to  make 
wills,  and  bequeath  their  effe^s  to  their  relations,  which  was 
an  expeditious  way  of  ruining  the  public  treafury,  and  was 
00  leis  Inconfiftent  with  the  inttitution  and  conttant  practice 
of  the  order,  iii  virtue  of  the  vow  of  poverty  which  they 
took  at  their  firft  admifHon  into  it. 

Bt   this  time  the  Jefuits,  who,   as  we  have  lately  ob- 
fcrvedi  had  been  permitted  to  fettle  in  the  illandj  were  be- 
come 
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wife  andfChildren  were  ftill  in  Maltha;  but  who  harlog  beea 
taken  by  the  corfairs  of  TripoU,  was  turned  Mohammedan,, 
and  by  his  valour  was  now  raifcd  to  the  dignity  of  admiral. 

Imuediatelt  upon  their  boarding  the  7urkijb  gallies,  Tiv 
Marcel  de  Chateaane^,  brother  to  the  commaDder  of  the  St.  tra-vtry  ^ 
Peter t  attacked  the  renegado,  mounted  his  fhip  fword  ia  *^ 
hand  at  the  head  of  a  number  of  other  knights,  and,  hani^  ^*ighi$. 
feized  OD  the  traitor,  caufed  him  to  be  conveyed  into  his  bro- 
ther's ftiip,  where  he  had  fcrved  as  pilot,  and  where  he  was 
quickly  dapped  in  irons,  whlift  he  and  the  reft  of  his  knights 
fell  furioufly  on  the  Tur\s,  and,  after  a  long  and  (harp  coq- 
tcft,  made  themTelves  makers  of  the  ftiip.     The  other  com- 
manders were  bo  lefs  fuccefsfiil  againft  thofe  they  attacked, 
inlbmucb  that  not  one  veflel,  great  or  fmall,  belonging  to  the 
Turkijb  fleet,  efcaped  them,   but  were  all  brought  fafe  to 
Maltha  by  the  viftorious  admiral,  to  the  number  of  twenty, 
all  richly  laden.     Bcfides  the  richncfs  of  the  loading,  ihey 
took  312  prifoners,  and  a  numberof'Chriftian  captives  ;  but 
'    the  prize  coft  the  lives  of  feveral  of  their  bra veft  command- 
ers, beildes  a  greater  number  of  wounded ;  it  being  ufual 
9n»w0  thoJe  of  the  order  to  ficht  uoon  fuch  encounters  with 
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come  fo  obnoxious  to  the  generality  of  the  order,  by  the 
great  influence  they  had  g»ncd  over  the  gra&d  mafter  and 
principal  comrasMiders,  that  fome  of  the  younger  knights 
took  the  advantage  of  the  caraivai  /eaiba  to  go  aboot  maiked, 
ia  the  habit  of  the  fodety.  Thefe  immediately  brought 
their  complaints  of  it  to  the  grand  mafter,  who  ordered  them 
to  be  arrefled,  and  clofdy  confined ;  bat  their  comrades 
came  foon  after,  and,  breaking  the  prifoa  open,  brought 
them  out  it^  triumph.  Not  content  i¥ith  this,  they  marched 
.  diredly  to  the  college,  drove  the  Jefuits  out,  and  flung  thehr 
books  and  other  moveables  out  of  the  Mrindows,  and  at  length 
obliged  the  grand  mafter  to  banifli  them  oat  of  the  ifland. 
Eleven  of  them  were  accordingly  forced  to  embark  for  Eu^ 
tope  >  and  only  four  of  them,  who  had  concealed  themfelves 
in  the  new  city,  ftaid  behind.  This  riot,  however,  was  fb 
^  far  from  being  attended  with  any  ill  confequences,  that  the 

council  and^the  far  greater  part  of  the  order  feemed  to  be 
'  well  pleaied  that  it  had  proved  fiich  an  efiedlual  means  of 
ridding  the  ifland  of  a  fet  of  members,  who,  to  their  great 
diflike,  had  fo  long  ufurped  a  kind  of  fovereignty  over  their 
girand  mafters* 
frlntt  The  prince  of  Hejfe  Darmjladty  commander  of  the  iJfo/- 

Darm-  thefe  gallies,  faib  to  the  very  port  of  the  Goleita,  and  brings 
ftadtV^f  •  away  from  thence  -fix  Barbary  corfairs,  into  the  port  of 
€efiagainp  ^^^fj^.^  a  timely  help  this,  confidering  that  the  order  had 
^  y^  fcarcely  received  any  part  of  its  German  revenue  during 
1040.     ^j^^  j-p^^  ^  ^^  years,  whilft  the  greater  part  of  the  French 

and  Italian  commanderies  were  in  a  great  meafure  ruidbd 
through  the  wars  that  reigned  ;  infomuch  that  the  exchange 
was  become  extravagantly  dear ;  which  obliged  the  grand 
mafter,  who  ftill  continued  carrying  on  the  rortifications  of 
the  ifland,  to  borrow  the  fum  of  200,000  crowns  from  the 
bank  of  Genoa  at  the  common  intereft,  in  order  to  com* 
plete  iliem.  On  the  year  following,  1641,  the  Venetians 
fpqueftered  afrefh  all  the  revenues  of  the  order  in  their  do- 
ipinions ;  and  Uiadijlaus  IV.  king  of  Poland,  infifted  by  his 
letters  to  the  grand  mafter,*  that  the  grand  commanderies  ia 
Bohemia  fliould  be  in  common  between  the  Polijb  and  Bohe" 
man  knights,  as  both  belonged  to  the  fame  tongue.  Thefe 
two  difficulties  contributed  ftill  more  to  embarrafs  the  aifairs 
of  the  order,  which  were  yet  oioret  entangled  in  the  follow- 
ing year,  when  Urban  VIII.  to  prevent  the  league  which  was 
then  forming  in  Italy y  to  invade  the  dominions  ^of  the  duchy 
of  Parmay  fent  to  defire  the  grand  mafter  to  affift  him  with 
fome  of  his  gallics ;  which  he  had  no  fooner  completed,  thaa 
he  iaw  all  the  priories  and  revenues  in  the  allied  princes  do- 
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miiuons  ieixed  by  way  of  reprifal.  It  is  eafy  to  imiagiiie 
what  di£cttldes  fo  many  crofs  accidents  muft  throw  the  Mai^ 
thefe  council  into,  beficfes  dieir  continual  appreheniipns  of  a  1 
Turkijh  war.  However,  the  grand  mailer  loft  no  time  to 
difculpate  this  laft  ftep  of  his,  which  was  taken  merely  in 
obedience  to  the  pontif,  who  was  foveretgn  of  the  order  ; 
and  by  a/Turing  thofe  princes,  that  he  had  given  exprefs  or- 
ders to  his  commanders  to,  keep  themfelves  on  the  defenfive, 
according  to  the  conAaat  prafVice.crf^  it,  which  had  always 
paid  a  due  regard  to  the  flag  of  all  the  Chriftian  princes,  by  1 
which  means  he  got  thofe  revenues  reftoged  quickly  after. 

In  the  year  following  the  gallies  of  the  order,  being  on  '  '''^^- 
the  cniife,  perceived  a  large  Turkifb  ftup  in  foil  fail,  at  about  .T^F^'"'* 
four  leagues  diiVancefrom  them.  The  capitana,  which  was^^r^*?  , 
the  foremoft,  and  neareft  to  it,  began  to  give  it  chace,  and  i^j^^hefe' 
was  foon  after  joined  by  the  St.  John  and  St.  Jofeph.  The  j^^^  * 
Turks  foon  put  themfelves  in  a  poAure  of  defence,  and  kept 
making  a  continual  fire  upon  them,  both  from  their  artillery 
and  fmall  arms ;  which  did  not  howev€;r  prevent  its  being 
flopped  by  the  grappling  irons  of  the  purfuers,  and  as  quicky 
boarded  and  taken.  Three  other  gallies,  viz.  the  St.  Lau* 
rence^  St.  Mary^  and  the  ViElory^  met  foon  after  with  a 
large  galleon  c^  the  fame  nation,  which,  to  allure  them, 
had  concealed  its  ftrength  and  artillery,  and  feemed  to  wait 
patiently  for  them  ;  whereupon  the  St.  Mary,  which  was 
the  beft  manned,  quickly  got  the  ftart  of  her,  and,  without 
regardinfi;  the  difparity  between  them,  grappled  and  attack** 
%A  her  fword  in  hand,  but  met  with  a  moft  obftinate  reM* 
vact.  The  other  two  coming  up  jto  his  ailiftance,  a  frefh 
combat  began  with  great  fury  on  both  fides,  which  lafted  al- 
noft  feven  hours^  in  which  the  Turkijh  commander  and  feve- 
ral  of  his  officers  were'killed,  befoie  the  reft  would  furren- 
isx^  The  number  of  the  flain  on^both  fides  was  very  great  ; 
the  Malthefe  loft  nine  of  their  braveft  knights,  befides  a 
greater  number  of  wounded ;  the  Turks  loft  600  men,  the 
greater  part  of  whom  were  made  prifoners,  and,  amoi^ 
them,  a  lady  of  the  feraglio  and  her  young  fon,  who  were 
making  a  religious  voyage  to  Mecca.  This  fon,  whom  ftie 
was  faid  to  have  had  by  foltan  Ihratm,  was  afterwards  con- 
verted, and  became  a  monk  of  the  Dominican  order.  As 
for  the  cargo  of  the  galleon,  it  proved,  to  be  of  immenfe  value 
aadof  fingular  fervice  towards reimburfing  the  public  treafury 
fcr  the  vaft  expence  it  is  obliged  to  be  at  in  keeping  up  fuch 
confiderable  armaments.  However,  the  joy  which  this  valu- 
able prize  occafioned  2itMaltha  was  in  a  great  meafure  damped 
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Ibralm  n-  by  (he  news  they  heard  foon  after,  that  fbltan  Ibrahn^   to 

fimts  the     whom  the  galleon  belonged,  had  vowed  a  terrible  revenge 

h/s  ofity    againft  the  \^hole  order ;   in  confeqaence  of  which  he  fcnt 

anide-      the  year  following  a  herald  to  Maltha^  to  declare  war  againft 

'^args'war.  the  grand  mafter  and  the  whole  ifland. 

1645.  This  alarm,  though  it  proved  a  falfe  one  for  the  prefcnt, 

the  ftorm  having  fallen  elfewhere,  as  we  (hall  foon  fee,  failed 
not  to  awaken  the  whole  order,  and  pujt'them  upon  making 
all  the  proper  provifions  to  oppofe  ib  formidable  a  force  n 
they  were  threatened  with.  The  fortifications  were  carried 
on, with  the  utmoA^  vigour,  the  gallies  employed  in  fetching 
all  forts  of  arms,  ammunition,  and  provifions ;  and  the  ab- 
V  fent  knights  were  every-where  fummoned  to  repair  to  th« 
ifland,  and  to  bring  with  them  what  volunteers  and  other 
forces  they  could  get,  to  affift  them  in  its  defence.  Among 
an  thofe  brave  perlonages  who  fignalized  themfelves  upon  this 
occafion,  we  cannot  in  juftice  omit  mentioning  the  vifcount 
Arpajon^  a  nobleman  of  one  of  the  greateft  families  in  France^ 
who  not  only  fummoned  all  his  vaflals,  but  raifed  an  army 
pi  2000  men,  armed  and  equipped  them  cap-a»(ne,  hired  and 
loaded  a  great  number  of  veflels  with  all  neceflfaries  for  a 
war,  embarked  at  the  head  of  them,  accompanied  with  a 
lat^e  train  of  noble  volunteers,  and  prefented  the  order  with 
fuch  a  confiderable  fuccour,  as  they  could  have  hardly  hoped 
for  from  any  one  crowned  head.  The  grand  mafter  was  (0 
lenfible  of  this  important  fervice,  that,  to  gratify  thevifconnt 
in  the  mofl  honourable  way  he  could,  he  nominated  him  ge« 
neraliflimo  of  all  his  forces,  with  full  power  of  chufing  two 
fuch  lieutenant-generals  as  he  thought  fit,  to  command  under 
him. 

This  dreaded  florm,  however,  as  we  obferved  a  littk 
higher,  initead  of  Maltha^  fell  upon  the  ifland  of  Candia^ 
the  fuccefs  of  which  we  •have  already  feen  in  the  Turkijb 
hiftory ;  fo  that  the  grand  mafter  had  nothing  to  do  but  to 
to  fend  his  fquadron  of  gallies  to  its  affifknce.  As  for  the 
noble  Arpajotiy  he  took  his  leave  of  him  with  the  moft  en- 
gaging  politenefs,  and,  with  the  confent  of  the  council,  pre- 
fented him  with  an  exprefs  diploma  of  the  order,  by  which 
he  and  his  eldeft  fon  were  authorized  to  wear  the  golden 
crofs ;  one  of  his  youngeft  fons  was  intitled,  even  in  his  mi- 
nority, to  be  admitted  into  the  order ;  and,  when  of  age,  to 
wear  the  large  crofs,  and  the  heads  of  his  family  were  from 
that  time  to  wear  it  on  their  efcutcheons,  and  in  their  coat  of 

arlns. 
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OW  die  year  following  the  pope,  at  the  fpqtodS:.  of  the^^Tuniilf 
ooort  of  Spain^  defircd  the  grand  mafter  to  admit  Don  Phi*  an  ^r/>r^ 
Up^  the  foa  of  th^  king  of  Tunis,  who  had  cnabrjiced  the  ^f^^f/ 
Cfariftian  religion,  among  the  knights  of  the  great •crofs.^''^^ 
This  rcqueft  was  however  ftrongly  oppofed  by  the  Malthefi  ^^^  ^^^^^ 
coimdl,  who  thought  it  fepngnaac  to  the  dignity  of  their  order  ^^iier. 
that  a  Moor,  whofe  coBverfion  was  ftill  liable  to  fnfpiciony    \^±^^   ' 
flioiild  have  a  rank  among  the  pillars  and  principal  members 
ef  it.   In  the  comrfe  of  the  next,  prince  Maurice  of  Savoy  fo<« 
lidted  the  grand  mafter  and  council  in  fevomr  of  Jacayt^^ 
who  gave  himfdf  oat  to  be  a  prince  of  ^tSthman  family  \ 
but  they  prndeotly  declined  engaging  in  his  behalf,  on  ac9oanc 
of  the  fmall  likelihood  there  was  of  placing  him  on.the  Turkifb 
throne,  unleis  the  greateft  princes  of  Sur^pe  fhould  declaro^ 
tfaefflfelves  for  him.     In  the  iame  year,  pope  Innocent  X-  con-^ 
ferred  the  grand  priqry  of  Pizi-ffia.upon  a  yonog  nephew  of 
kis  fiAer-in-lftw>  named  Malda^chino,    This  frefh.invafiofi  of 
the  rights  of  the  order  obliged  the  grand  ma(kr  tofead  am-^ 
bal&dors  not  only  to  the  court  of  Rome,  but  lik^wife  to  fpm^ 
cxf  the  chief  princes  in  Europe,  Xo  reprefent  to  them  the  tmpoft 
fibility  of  the  order*s  fubfifting  much  longer,  or  of  their  being 
aUe  to  proteft  the  Chriftiaa  religion  and  commerce,  whilft 
thdr  rights,  privileges,  ^nd  revenues,  which  were  the  £new9 
of  tbdr  power,  were  thus  fuiFere4.  to  he. infringed.     Thi« 
year  the  order  loft  two  confiderable  members,  viz,  the  com* 
mander  de  Cuife,  who  was  killed  by  the  burfting  of  a  new 
cannon  ;  and  the  admiral  Jay,  who  was  killed  by  a  muiket'* 
(hot  from  an  Algerine  corfair,  whom  he  had  attacked  in  th^ 
chand  of  Maltha,  as  he  was  going  to  make  reprifals  oa  tho 
Venetians  for  fequeftering  the  revenues  of  the  order.    An-r 
other  great  lofs  they  fuftained  by  the  treaties  of  Mur\Jler 
imd  Ofnaburg,  which  difpofed  of  feveral  of   theur  grand 
commanderies  in  Germany,  in  favour  of  Proteftant  princes. 

In  this  year  theifland  of  Maltha,  labouring  under  agriev*  A^kmn$ 
ous  &mine,  was  providentially  relieved  by  a  freih  fupply  of  iVi  Maltha,' 
porn.     The  mafter  of  a  Flemijb  veflel  was  met,  in  his  return      1648. 
from  Apulia,  where  he  had  bought  2000  loads,  by  the  com* 
mander  Gnqmar,  who  offered  to  buy  it  of  him,  which  he 
dbfolJutfsLy  refufed ;  Qot  long  after  which,  a  violent  ftorni 
obliged  him  to  put  intq  the  harbour  of  Maltha,  where  he 
was  glad^to  difpofe  of  it,  to  the  great  joy  of  the  inhabitants. 
At  the  fame  time  four  qther  gallics  of  the  order,  having  beei^ 
pn  the  crhife  in  the  Levant,  returiaedtp  the  port  of  Muffma^ 
where  the  government,  being  apprehenfiye  left  they  ftioul^ 
ieite  on  feme  of  tjie  veflels  riding  in  the  harbour,  ladpn  Dfith 
corn  for  other  countries,  laid  ^'^n)b^rgp  ou  OQe  of  thpi^ 

M9P.  HxsT.  Vol,  JgiX.  V  flvps, 
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Alps,  catlai  ^  St.  Jofiph^  coftimaoded  b]^  Don  Joha  de 
Bkih  o£  the  JiaSan  tongue,  aod  tec  tfae  other  three  taH 
aiway  ibi:  Mtdtbu,  with  a  letter  to  At  gmod  ciallery  idi« 
porting,  that  tfasy  bad  foored  the  St.  Jofe^  mcsrdy  to  pre*'* 
vent  an  ioiiirrcdioii  among  tke  people^  who  ii^ured  under* 
ad  great  a  (carcity  of  grain  as  be  did  ;  upon  wbidt,  witboBt 
eXpreffing  aisy  re&Atmeat  agatnft  the  MeJJtman  magiftrates, 
he  ordered  tbe  fame  ftiip  to  £iU  for  port  Aagujta^  wfaencsr 
riiey  quickly  returned  ladea  with  it ;  yet  was  thitf  new  fcp-* 
pify  fo  faf  from  fufBdeat,  that  even  their  infirmary  was  ia 
want  of  wlseaten,  and  the  coiiTens  reduced  to  barlqr  breads 
and  tfae  reft  of  the  inh^tams  to  tbe  greateft  (fiftre&  for 
want  of  it.    The  grand  maHer  was  obliged  agate  to  fend* 
out  his  gailKS  ia  queft  of  tt ;  fmt  forbad  the  coomandera  to 
Th  war    come  near  the  ports  of  M^na  or  Paknm.    The  fete  oS 
fsCandia  feltan  Araim,  who  was  Arai^gltd  this  year,  and  his  fom  Mo* 
€9ntinuid.  kammed  W.  taaftd  to  the  thraie,  did  not  prevent  tlie  war  fai 
1649.    CamBa  from  being  carried  oft  iritb  u  miicfa  vigour  as  eirer  $ 
Mr  wai  tbe  grand  nafter  aegligt&t  in  ftndiag  his  gsllies  thi« 
tjur,  with  loch  other  fncooirs  as  he  had  fbrnerly  fiaMhed,^ 
In  the  foiiowiog  year»   was  fought  the  finned  batck  of 
f^ggiAf  at  the  mouth  of  the  Dardambf  in  which  the  f^nz^ 
tians  gafe  the  7%rks  a  fignal  oviertbrow» 

SsvfikAL  of  the  MaHhefi  command^ira  (igndfaGod  dmsH 

fdves  at  the  (iege  of  its  ca{dtal»  pardeni^  their  adodrat 

/  ^  Mariano,  a  man  of  fuch  experience  mi  bravery^  that  ttae 

gQfvernor  J\tocmigo  fcaicety  undertook  any  thing  d[  moment 

mrithont  coaftflting  lum.    The  debate  bemg  one  dsiy  ahoilt 

mcovcriM  a  half  moon  which  the  Tiirkt  had  ma<h  them^ 

firives  msAer»  of,  BaWiano  immediately  uikkrtook  the  tafk» 

and,  by  the  afiiftance  of  about  30  of  his  knights,  and  aboCMl 

100  of  las  bdEt  foldiers,  which  he  took  out  of  the  ca^tflla% 

fcaled  the  fanporunt  work  in  the  dead  of  the  night,  aad) 

after  a  furiotrs  onfet,  forced  the  Turks  to  abandoa  the  plstce. 

With  the  mmoft  confufion  and  predintatioa ;  an  enterprise 

which  was  admired  even  by  the  very  enemy.    Tbe  befiegers, 

emuknia  to  retrieve  their  honour^  endeavoti ted  in  a  mtfdl 

greater  number  of  men  to  recover  it  from  them  ;  to  filoilt 

tate  which,  tbe  bafhacaufed  a  mine  to  be  fprnug)  whiek 

blew  up  feveral  Malthefe  knights,  partietlariy  one  nftmed 

FaUst  a  gentleman  of  a  great  family  in  SvfiJMa>fd,  wh6 

was  buried  up  above  the  middle^  but  was  Immediately  dug 

up,  and  helped  the  reft  to  repulfe  the  ^asy,  and  drWethtift 

off*  with  great  loft. 

Aht  this  while  the  fcarcity  continued  ragkig  at  MMi»r 
and  com  became  fo  exceffive  dear,  ami  diAcuk  to  be  pro^ 

^  a  c«led» 


Qiredr  ^I^At  t&e  treafary  was  almoft  exhauffed^  io  ^tcvtfhf  ^ 
iohabitaiits-  from  perUhiog  through  want ;  notwfthnanding 
whichj  the  grand  mafter  found  meaus  to  raiid  a  float  fort, 
called  chc  caitte  of  S^.  Agatha^  OQ  the  coaft  of  MeUcha^ 
whkh  lay  moft  eacpofed  to  the  d6{ceht$  of  the  JIgerine  and 
other  Goriairs  ;  put  a  good  garrifon  into  It,  and  catifed  it  to 
be  well  provided  with  necefilry  ftores  both  fer  war  and  for 
the  mouth. 

Ih  the  next  year,  when  he  fent  to  Sicify  for  the  ufoal  fup**  i6j6; 
pUes^  he  was  not  a  little  furprifed  to  find  the  viceroy  as  OaS 
in  refi&iing  them  as  ever,  under  pretence  that  he  could  not 
fiifier  eUher  corn  or  bifcuit  to  be  expor^d  without  manifeft 
detriment  to  bis  Spanijb  majefty's  fubje&s.  This  obfiged 
him  to  have  recourfe  to  Don  John  of  Auftria^ '  to  whom  hQ 
ienc  an  extraordhiary  ambafly  for  that  pifi'pofe.  Don  Jotm 
^a  removed  tbofe  obftacles  by  his  authority ;  but  that  did 
.  HOC  prevent  the  viceroy's  maidng  very  loud  complaiats  againil 
the  grand  mafter*  who,  it  feems,  ftill  fuffered  the  French  gal* 
lies,  under  the  command  of  knights  of  the  fame  natioi^  to 
make  freg^uent  priz^  of  thofe  of  Spain  and  SicUy ;  and  in* 
ILftiog  o%  that  ks  a  fufficient  reafon  for  ius  forbidding  anj 
provifions  from  being  carried  out  of  his  government  into 
Ma&ba,  Theie  complaints  were  carried  on  by  both  fides 
with  much  vehemisnce^  and  made  a  great  noiie  in  other  Eu* 
w^^doa  courta  for  a  coniiderable  while;  notwithfhnding 
ybicb,  we  do  aot  find  that  the  grand  mafler  took  any  proper 
9ieafar&  to  prevent  his  French  knighta  from  infringing  hia 
fonner  protubitions,  as  well  as  the  fUtutes  of  their  order. 
This  year  a^reiplution  having  pafled  through  the  council,.  o£ 
ere£ting  a  library  in  the  new  city  of  Faletta,  a  regulation 
was  made  by  it,  that  aU  the  books,  which  fhould  be  found 
among  the  efie£^s  of  a  deceafed  kaight,  fhould  not  be  fold  . 
with  them,  but  font  to  Maltha,  to  be  depofited  in  the  faid 
Pfmry, 

Im.  the  year  following,  the  Mahhefe  gallies  took  a  confi-  A  Urgi 
jciable  prize  off  cape  Bonoj  a  large  Englijb  vefTel,  frdghted/rfe# 
fbir  the  Turks  of  Barbary,  in  which  they  took  about  thirty*  iakmm 
two  pritboers,  and,  among  them,  prince  Mehmed  Ben  Thefi^ 
the  {bo  of  the  emperor  of  Morocco  and  Fez^  then  about  21 
jears  of  age  \  ibon  after  which  they  failed  away  to  joia 
thofe  of  the  pope  and  Venetians.    At  the  fame  time  the  Spa-- 
n^b  and  SicUian  courts,  being  more  and  more  exafperated  at 
the  continual  prizes  which  the  French  made  of  their  (hips, 
ifKied  an  exprels  order,  that  all  the  lands  and  revenues  with<- 
ia  that  kingdom,   belonging  to  thej  order, '  fhould  be  fe* 
quefUred,  and  that  no  Malthefe  (hip  fhould  be  admitted  into 

U  2  -  their 
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their  port^  or  be  furnifiied  with  any  kind  of  provifipHS- 
This  obliged  the  grand  mafler  to  have  rcconrfe  to  his  iFor- 
jner  palliatives,  and  to  renew  his  exprefs  prohibitions  againft 
thofe  unlawful  praftices,  under  the  fevereft  penalties  ;  knd^j 
to  {hew  himfelf  now  in  earneft,  he  ftriftly  enjoined  the  com- 
manders in  all  the  ports  of  Maltha  and  Go/a  to  keep  off  all 
thofe  privateers  far  enough  from  this  coaft,  And  to  fire   oa 
them  if  they  offered  to  come  into  any  of  the  harbours  of  ei- 
,   >      ther  iQand  ;  which  order  was  fo  punftually  executed,  that 
Don  John  of  Atiftria,  the  Spamjh  generaliffimo,  was  fatisfied 
with  it,  and  ordered  the  embargo  and  fequeffration  to  bQ 
taken  off.     On  the  other  hand,  the  pope,  being  informed 
that  the  tiumber  of  flaves  belonging  to  the  Malthefe  gallies; 
was  confiderably  leflencd,  through  their  conftant  courfes  to 
and  from  Candia,  made  the  grand  mafter  a  prefcnt  of  250  of 
bis  own,  to  fupply  their  place. 
The  ijlei  •/     In  the  next  year  the  grand  mafter  ordered  a  new  galley  to  bci 
St.  Chrif-^  built,  and  to  be  added  to  the  other  fix  ;  and  much  about  the 
topher,      fame  lime  the  order  made  a  new.  purchafe  of  the  ifland  of  St. 
k^c  bought  'Chrifiophet,  by  a  contraft  made  with  the  king  of  France^  and 
by  the  •r-  Ratified  at  Maltha,  by  the  grand  mafter,  and  principal  Officers 
"^g  of  the  order.     The  conditions  on  which   this  ceffion  was 

^  '     made  from  the  former  to  the  latter  w^e  contained  in  the  two 
following  articles ;  viz. 

First,  That  the  order  fhould  engage  ta  pay  all  the  debts 
due  from  the  company  of  proprietors  to  the  inhabitants  of 
the  iflands.  2dly,  That  they  ftiould  pay  the  fum  of  125,000 
llvres  (Trench)  tor  the  purchafe  of  the  faid  ifland  of  5f, 
Chrijlophery  and  thofe  of^  St.  Mart  in  ^  St.  Bartholomew ,  St<, 
^f'ofsy,  and  fome  other  fmall  ones,  together  with  all  lands, 
houfes,  negroes,  merchandize,  provlflons,  ammunition,  e5rr. 
which  purchafe  was  afterwards  ratified  and  confirmed  on 
both  fides  accordingly  ;  foon  afte^  which  the  grand  mafler 
appointed  his  nephew,  the  chevalier  de  SaleSy  to  go  and  take 
pofleffion  pf  them  in  the  name  of  the  order,  and  to  aflift 
Monf.  de  Poincy  to  regulate  the  government,  (sc.  of  thofSj 
iflands,  that  commander  being  very  old,  and  In  a  declining 
flate.  As  for  the  pretended  effefts  of  that  old  knight,  who 
died  quickly  after,  they  were  found  to  be  fo  far  from  ari- 
fwering  the  account  he  had  given  of  them,  that  nothing  ap- 

feared  but  debts  which  he  had  contrafVed,  in  order  to  keep 
irafelf  in  his  government ;  but  the  purchafe  made  amends 
for  the  want  of  efFcfts  to  pay  them. 

\^  the  next  year  happened  an  engagement  between  the 
Malthefe  fquadron,  whofe  crew  of  rowing  flaves  \vas  confi- 
derably weakened  by  a  contagious  diflemper  which  was  got 
.  among 
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among  them,  and  three  veilels  belonging  to  Tripoli^  which 
thejr  met  in  the  chanel  of  Maltha.     After  fome  mutual  can-   1653. 
nonadingy  the  Malthefe  admiial,  not  finding  himfelf  ftrong 
enough  to  oppofe  them,    difpatched  a  light  veflel  to  the 
ifland,  to  obtain  a  reinforcement.     This  a^ion  canfed  a  ge* 
neral  murmuring  and  diOike  among  the  order,   that  being, 
it  (eems,  the  firft  time  that  any  Malthefe  gallies  had  cannon- 
aded an  enemy  a  whole  day,  without  attempting  to  board 
him  ;  upon  which  the  grand  matter  fent  him  a  frefh  num- 
ber of  gallies  well  manned,  with  ten  knights  io  each  of 
them,  to  his    afliftance.     But  a  favourable  wind,  which 
[      arofe  in  the  middle  of  the  night,  gave  the  infidels  an  oppor- 
tUQity  to  fall  away  nnperceived ;  fo  that  by  the  next  morning 
th^  were  got  quite  out  of  fight,  and  the  fquadron  was  ob* 
liged  to  return  without  futcefs,  to  the  great  mortification  of 
the  grand  cuafter,  who  was  in  great  expe^ation  to  fee  his 
grand  nephe\^)  who  commanded  it,  enter  the  port  victorious,  ^ 
and  laden  with  plunder.     In  the  fame  year  happened  a  not-* 
able  conteft  at  the  court  of  Spaln^  between  the  ambafiador  of 
the  order  and  that  of  the  duke  of  Tufcany^  about  prece- 
dency, which  was  at  length  decided  In  fevour  of  the  former^ 
who  was,  by  the  peculiar  privileges  granted  by  feveral  popes 
to  the  former  grand  maAtrs,  allowed  to  take  place  of  thofe 
of  all  other  princes  Who  did  not  bea^  the  royal  title. 

In  the  year  following  the  order  was  in  no  fmall  danger  of  ^^ 
having  all  their  iands  and  revenues  in  France  confifcated  by  French 
the  incenfed  Frmch  monarch*     We  have  feen  lately,  that  the^^'^^' 
grand  matter  had  been  obliged,  through  the  frequent  com--^''J^  j|Jf* 
plaints  and  threats  of  the  Spanijb  dourt,  to  forbid  all  ^^^«^A^.6^^ 
ihips  to  land  in  the  ifland.     A  violent  ftorm  having  thrown      ^ 
the  French  fleet  upon  the  coafts,  it  was  forced  to  retire  by 
the  fire  which  the  grand  matter  ordered  to  be  made  upon  it 
firom  his  artillery.     This  affront  was  highly  refented  by  the 
French  monarch  ;  and  his  courtiers  reprefented  it  as  a  crime 
amounting  to  no  lefs  than  high^  treafon  againtt  his  perfon, 
and  eaiiiy  pcrfuaded  him  to  fequetter  all  the  lands  and  pri- 
ories of  the  order  to.  his  own  ufe.     The  grand  matter  ufed 
ail  proper  means  to  jsftify  what  he  had  done,  affirming  that  it 
was  purfuant  to  the  engagements  laid  upon  the  order  by  the 
emperor  Charles  V.  a  copy  of  whofe  grant  he  fent  to  the 
¥rencb  court  by  the  baily  de  Souvre^  his  ambailador.     The 
matter  wais*at4ength  compromifed,  by  the  addrefs  and  me* 
tliatioa  of  the  then  fecretary  of  ftate,  whom  the  grand  maf* 
ter  had  lately  obliged,  by  admitting  a  young  fon  of  his,  a 
tninor,  into  the  order,  and  bettowing  a  rich  commandeiy 
woa  him ;  and  ha4  no  farther  confequence* 

U  3  I« 


TJfe  MaU    •  In  ihfs  jew  the  Cenoeje  ordered  five  galKes  to  "he-UaiMd 
thei^gMl-  ia  their  port,  fbi*  having  entered  it  without  (klmkig  their 
£es  of*  '    £eet ;  aad  contented  themfelves  with  paying  that  honour -ta 
fiontid  at  ^  ^  ^^  xSq&  Spanijh  capitana,  whilft  the  magiilraKfi  feat 
i6r c*      X^^^  word,  that,  if  they  continued  in  their  refuAl,  ihejT 
^^*     would  caule  their  artillery  to  fire  upon  them,  asd  tew  tham 
(n  pieces  ;  upon  which  the  Malthefe  admiral  was  obtijgfd-to 
CQinplyt  to  fave  his  fquadron,  and  failed  out  foon  {fefteft  wcH 
full  refolution  to  be  revenged  upon  them      lie  fired  AGCord* 
ingly  on  the  firft  (hip  he  met  with,  which  bore  the  colo«u*siof 
fhat  republic  ;  but,  upon  his  being  informed  that  It  was  Oflly 
^  merchantman,  he  contented  himfelf  with  tearing  its  0iig 
in  pieces,  i^  hopes  of  finding  fome  worthy  objeA  upon  whkh 
he  might  wreak  his  refentment.     The  grand  mftfter  and 
fioundl,  on  their  part,  pafled  a  decree  not  long  aftier,  that  no 
Qenaefe  ibould  be  admitted  into  their  order,  tiU  that  fx^bUe 
had  made  theoi  ^mple  iatisfaflion  for  the  affront  o&rcd  dicir 
fquadron, 
n#Tor](-     In  the  fame  year  the  gallies  of  the  order  having  jdiiod  tb* 
lihjliet     Yinetian  fleet  confifUngof  24  gallies,  feven  galleafles^  and  at 
tfmcid$*  pt}^|.  [I'lgii  veflels,  under  the  command  of  the  famed  X«ii» 
/^«//#*       fmci  Marcelhf  at  the  mouth  of  the  DarJaneU^  guned  m 
^mplete  viflory  over  the  Turks,  which  M^as  foHowod  by  the 
reduftion  of  the  ifland  of  Tsnedos.    in  the  fiioie  ytar  died 
the  duke  of  Offimdy  riperoy  of  Sicily,  and  was  faoceededby 
the  (X>auiiander  Martin  ie  Redino^  of  the  t«^e  of  jirra^ 
^OH,  w|io  ffiiled  fqon  after  to  that  iflaad,  to  take  poAfiiao 
of  his  new  government.    About  the  fame  time  a  ^nng 
Turki/b  fg^ntlem^B^  who  pafled  for  the  fonof  Solttm  Aram^ 
together  with  Mehemed  Btnthefi,  the  fon  of  the  king  of  f>« 
^nd  Morocco,  were  publicly  baptized  at  Multka^ 

In  the  year  following,  the  Malthrfe  (quadron  johKd  Jigain 
th^  Vsnftian  fleet  commanded  by  Don  Lazaro  de  Mueaig^^ 
in  thecbanel  of  Jaro,  in  order  to  prevent  that  of  the  Tnrks^ 
commanded  by  the  grand  vizier  Mohammed^  recovering  thm 
iflandof  Tfnidoi>  They  were  joined  by  the  pope's  galies» 
|:omrnaf>ded*by  the  gfand  prior  Bichi\  foon  «Fter  wUdi,  a 
frefii  aad  fierce  engagement  eofoed,  in  'which  the  Turkt  wen 
igaii(4efeated  with  great  lofs.  This  new  viAory  was  mieiu* 
«  Hioufly  ^rib^  to  the  bravery  and  •dexterity  of  the  Af«& 

$hifi  admiral ;  and  the  Ventftian  admiral  icat  to  oompliBieat 
}iia»  Up9n  it;  but  having  foon  after  dofdy  purfotttibttr^ 
^  Turkifb  verbis  which  had  ih^ltered  thm&hits  udcr  tba 
j^annon  of  the  neighbouring  fortrefles,.  be  had  tfaeaiiiCMtBBQ 
fo  receive  ^  cannourball  into  his  llrip,  xh^  Sit.  Barbara,  wbick 
(i^ttipg  it  on  foe^  ^uigMjr  (li^w  U  pp^  toQcdicr  with  the 


f^tmti^n  adaur^li  ^od  ^bout  700  mcR  that  were  jn  it.  Tk^ 
Chriftiao  fleet  retired  fooa  after,  each  to  their  refpeAivc 
iiomcs,  which  gave  the  Turks  an  opportunity  of  recorerlfig 
llie  iHaad  of  T^tudos, 

The  «ext  year  was  attended  hy  the  death  of  the  graad  Ihati  ^ 
^sm&et  La/caris,  ia  the  97th  year  of  his  age,  and  the  2iSt  d i&e grg^ 
1^  ipwemmeat^  over  whole  remains  Lafiaris,  hk  grand  ne*  majfer, ' 
■f^httw,  caoied  a  fiately  maufokuiu  to  beerefted,  with  a  fiat-    i^S^» 
able  iolcriptioD,  in  the  chapel  belooglns  to  the  tongue  of 
firvfjMC^,  In  the  jgr^t  church  of  St.  fihn:    Two  fuAioos 
4au|ieidiately  fiarted  op^  the  one  for  Martin  Hedin  it  Navarre^ 
theoia  his^venunent  of  Sicily  :  and  the  other,  which  calleji      , 
ll^slf  tli^  Flying  Squadron,  conflAed  of  ancient  knights  c^ 
^le  ^great  crofs,  headed  by  the  grand  ioquiiitor  oM,  who 
WSLS  m  J^qnj  to  JEUdin,  and  who,  to  oppofe  his  deAion, 
produced  a  brief  from  the  court  of  Rsme^  which  dedare4 
ajaij  knight,  who  had  been  guilty  of  bribery  or  corroptioay 
iocapahle  to  fucceed  to  that  grand  jdignity,  as  being  a  ijina- 
o|ac,  |Hf)iich  crime  be  intended  to  fix  upon  hun.    Redin  was  f  6.  Mar- 
9earerthele&  chofen  by  a  gieat  majority,  in  ipite  of  all  the  tin  Redin 
qabak  of  the  in^uifitor  and  his  parqr.     Theie  proteilbcd  ^  Navar 
^aii^  ti^  cJcflipn  ;  but  Rdin  took  care  to  be  bdbrehand  ^^^* 
vich  tfa^m,  and  feat  the  whole  prxxefs  of  it  to  Rome,  to 
vhich  ^  added  a  iblemn  declaration,  that  if  bis  eleAion  was 
Moi  .^uiceptable  to  his  holinefs,  he  would  chearfufiy  renounce 
it :  bat  the  pope,  in  no  way  iacJiQed  to  follow  the  paf* 
{unateilept  of  his  inquifitor,  and*«exed  that  he  (hould  have    * 
^poied  theele£lion  of  fo  worthy  a  knight,  and  minifterof 
^  kii^  pf  Spauif  quickly  dlfpatched  a  })rief  to  him,  by 
which  he  confirmed  the  eleflion,  and  ordered  him  to  carry 
k  bimlelf  to  the  grand  counql ;  fo  that  he,  who  had  fo 
iib|eaiifi$u(\y  oppofed  it,  had  the  mortification  to  be  the  per- 
foa  appointed  to  declare  his  holinefs's  approbation  of  it* 
With  this  bxief  arrived  Bichif  the  pope's  nephew,  and  ^d- 
minl  of  his  galliiis,  who  complimented  the  new  grand  mailer 
in  his  uocle*s  name  ;  in  gratitude  for  which  honour  he  was 
by  him  pretended  with  the  grand  commandery  of  Piilizi  m 
Skifyj  and,  at  his  departure,  with  a  large  crofs  of  "the  order         • 
eorkhed  with  (^monds. 

0»s  of  the  £rft  public  a£ts  of  the  grand  mafter  was,  to 
iJBpure  the  liknd  from  the  defcent  of  the  infidels,  by  night 
q^^edally  $  to  which  end  he  ordered  flrong  towers  to  be 
built  at  proper  diftances  along  th^  coafts,  into  which  the 
p^atKftoif  the  iOand  retired,  and  kept  watch  by  turns  ;  and 
Ijpttlad  a  fund  out  of  his  own  coSers  for  the  maintenance  of 
ihcrfle  that  were  emnloyed  to  mount  the  guard,  and  to  watdi 
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tWir  rcfpcftive  coafts  by  night.     He  ha4  the  pieafnre  iboa 
after  to  fee  his  antagonift  Odi  recalled,  and  fucceeded  by 
^afanette^  a  perfon  more  acceptable  to  him  5  but  tho*  the 
pope  was  thus  conyjlaifant  to  him  in  this  rcfpeft,  he  was  ne 
le(s  injiJriou^  to  him  and  the  order,  by  bellowing  the  richcft 
Ityj.     tommaiideries  in  Italy  upon  his  nephews.     This  did    no€ 
hinder  their  joining  tlieir  fqiiadron  with  his,  and   making 
jointly  fevfcral  confiderable  prize's  on  the  Turkijb  coffairs  iit 
the  following  year,  and  taking  a  fufficient  aumber  of  pri-" 
Toners  t6  reinforce  the  crew  of  the  Alalthefe  (qxiiiiron,  v^hieh- 
a  contagious  difeafe  lately  mentioned  had  greatly  weakcfted. 
In  their. courfe  they  received*  a  letter  at  one  of  the  Dardanel 
iflands.   from  the   Venetian  admiral,    importing,   that  die 
Turkifir  ?leet  was  retired  to  Rhodes,  whence  it  was  to  ftil 
foon  2ihe,v  iox  ConJiantinopUy  TiTiA  inviting;  them  to  come  and 
join  his  fleet,  Und  (hare  with  him  the  glory  of  defeating  that 
of  the  Tu)rku     Unluckily  thfey  met,  in  their  way   to  him, 
thxt&  Turkijb  galliots,  which  they  immediately  prepared  to 
engage  ;  one*  of  them,  however,  efcaped  by  dint  of  its  oars, 
the  other  rain  aground  and  one  of  them  was  taken ;  of  which 
the  grand  prior  Bichi^  the  pope's  admiral^  had  no  foOner 
made  himfelf  matter,    than  be  rcfolved  to  fail  with  it  to 
€vuita  Vecchia,  in  fpite  of  all  that  Mandolx,  the  Maltheji 
tommander,  could  urge  againft  it.     After  many  warm  cxpo» 
ftulatioris,   ht  found  hirii  Inflexibly  bent  upon  returning 
honie ;  and,  not  daring  td  hazard  the  pope's  fquadron  to 
feil  without  him,  left  it  ftlould  be  attacked  by  the  Turkijif 
^orfairs,    he  look  the  fame  route  till  they  were  got  out  of 
danger,  after  which  the  two  fquadrons  parted  each  for  it* 
own  port. 

The  riext  year,  1660,  was  remarkable  for  the  ^ieace  which 
^Vas  concluded  between  Trdnce  and  ^ainy  which  freed  th^ 
jgrand  mafter  from  the  difiiculties  he  had  laboured  under, 
as  well  as  his  predeceflbr,  during  the  war  ;  and  gave  him  an 
opportunity  of  maintaining  that  neutrality, between  Chriftian 
princes,  which  the  inftitution  of  the  order  laid  him  indif* 
9%e  grand  penfably  under.     But  he  did  hot  long  enjoy  this  happinefe^ 
puifter  ii'us  before  heV^s  taken  off,  on  the  6th  of  February^  in  the  third* 
m  Rome,  year  of  his  grand  maflerihip,  by  a  violent  fit  of  the  ftoncv* 
which,  when  extradted,  weighed  four  ouncei :  his  charte- 
rer, lignal  fervices,  and  the  various  dignities  which  he  had- 
enjoyed,  are  exprefled  in  the  epitaph  which  wa*  afterwards 
ifngraven  on  his  monurfient, 
57.  Annet     ^^  ^^'  fucceeded,  with  the  unanimous  cpnfent  of  'A6 
ide  CUr-    e'eftors,  by  Annei  de  Clermont  de  Chattes  Gejfan,  grand  b«ly 
ciottt.       irf"  Lyons,   a  perfoa  of  a  moft  iiluftrious  famify  irt  Hig^ 
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i>attpbmiij  and  wfaoTe  anceftofs  bad  b€en  fovercigns  oF  a  ter<^' 
ritory  between  that  and  Piedmont y  with  the  title  of  vifcountd 
of  Clermont.  His  piety,  wifdom,  and  valour,  gave  the 
whole  order  great  hopes  of  his  future  government;  when  Hudcaibl 
die  Divkie  Providence  was  pleafed  to  dafti  them  at  once  by 
his  ti&expedted  death,  which  happened  four  months  after 
his'^-eleflion,  occafioned,  as  was  thoughts  by  the  wodnds 
whidi  he  rArtivcd  at  the  taking  of  Mahametta,  foi  merly 
mtotioned,  and  which  now  opened  afrefh,  dnd,  to  the  inex-- 
preffibie  fi^tbW  of  the  order,  deprived  them  of  him  on  the 
ad  of  JuH&y  in  the  73d  year  of  his  age. 

He  was^  after  much  caballing,  fucceeded  hj  Raffiael  Co- s^  ^^* 
"ionery  grand  baily  of  Majorca  ;  who  was  accordingly  pro-  phael  Co- 
daimed  and  inftalled  on  the  ^th  of  Juney  with  the  ufual  fo-  toner. 
kmnities.  By  this  time  the  war  between  the  Venetian's  and 
Ae  Turks  was  at  the  height,  and  the  former  were  forced  to 
liipply  themfeives  to  moft  of  the  Enropeaft  princes  for  aflift- 
ance.  Lewis  oi  France  had  already  fent  thetn  3600  troops 
«vcr  fince  the  latter  end  of  Aprily  and  pope  Alexander  VIL 
in  conjunQion  vn\\i  the  hew  grand  mader,  fent  a  number  of 
tii«r  gaUies4o  join  their  fleet.  The  defign  of  the  confede- 
rates was  to  recover  the  city  of  Cunea,  in  the  ifland  afCandia, 
from  the  Turks ;  but  as  they  had  not  a  fafficient  number  ot 
land-forces  to  form  the  regular  fiege  of  it,  nor  any  likeli-^ 
hood  of  furprifing  it,  they  began  ^th  attempting  feveral 
(bong  forts  in  the  neighbourhood  of  it.  We  (hall  refer  our 
readers  for  the  fequel  of  this  campaign  to  What  hath  been  al- 
ready faid  in  the  Turkijb  hiRory ;  and  only  add,  that  the 
Malthefe  fignaUzed  them^lves  in  it  according  to  their  wonted 
bravery,  tho*  the  fuccefs  of  it  did  not  anfwer  their  valour  and 
tondnft. 

Thet  proved  more  fortunate  in  the  following  year,  i66r ; 
in  their  famatcurfrons,  when,  at  the  very  beginning  of  it, 
tiieir  admiral  took  a  rich  prize  belonging  to  TuniSy  near  Ca^ 
Paffkro  in  Sicily y  in  which,  befides  the  cargo,  they  took  130 
prifoners,  among  which  were  the  Cadi  of  Tunisy  and  his  fon, 
and  a  Turki/b  Chiauxy  who  had  been  carrying  the  grand  fig^ 
lior's  orders  to  all  the  regencies  on  the  coaft  of  Barbary. 
'  About  the  fame  ttae,  another  of  their  gallies,  com* 
manded  by  one  GaWy  a  fervant  at  arms,  took  fuch  another 
\ctBd  near  TVi^A',  which  had  on  board  1 50  janilTaries,  wh6 
•were  fent  to  reinforce  the  garrifon  oiGigohartay  a  (lout  fort- 
tefs  on  the  coaft  of  Barhary.  About  the  middle  of  April 
came  into  the  port  of  Maltha  another  fervant  at  arm  si 
turned  iF\}Cr/>  widi  three  gallies  belonging  to  the  French  kingv 
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Viaft«r. 
fAir  Mil.      All  this  «rhik  the  Mf*Af>  gallies  a%iied  to  ibealSft- 
uieTe  f «/-  g^^  ^f  Cfifgi^^  if^i  n^gulofly  Aitiwr  eFoy  yeai:,  ml  ubiiQft 

t^/^'  this  time  hadjoisiHldiQfeaf  the  p(i|)c,€fNBfllia46dbrJ^ 
iS^r^  ^'^^^  ^^Hfi^'  fr<^  wheooe  tb^  moved  towardis  the^iaiK^icii 
-^^'  j[eet»  vhich  thqr  poet  aw  dieiOeof  .dtafrv/,  mi  all  tita»  of 
them  want  in  fiRuncb  of  (bat  of  the  Turis,  but  'wichoni  fiiQ» 
ceft ;  ib  that  afters  long  crviki  wiihoat  Mug  able  to  g«l 
any  tidings  of  it»  they  thought  |no|Mr  to  faparateii|i4  cc^MH 
to  thdr  refpe^ive  homes.  The  Maki^e  iqiudroii,  uawill* 
lag  to  come  eapfty -handed,  attacked  in  their  vay  vwoTwriafik 
gaUiots,  of  which,  after  a  fieroe  and  Moody  iiruggle,  tbejT 
made  themfelvca  nmfters,  and  hronght  them  home  with  thaiii» 
1663.  lo  this  year,  aocordug  to  oi^ft  audiorst  che  ieaace  pf  f^mkff^ 
to  exprefs  their  gratitttde  for  the  figoal  fenricet  wbldi  tktf 
had  received  from  the  Malfhrfe^  pdTed  ao  a£t,  diat  ib^ 
Imights  of  the  order  ihould  be  alk>w«d  to  appear  in  thw 
proper  arms  both  in  their  42apittl«  aod  te  aU  the  other  partis 
of  their  domiaioa$ ;  a  privili^  which  is  demed  to  the  bsb^ 
je£b  of  that  republic,  though  of  fa^  ibrvioe  towafda  th^ 
rcimborfiog  their  rreafary  for  dbe  eipmcethey  were  yearly «i^ 
la  folding  fo  many  fiiips  to  tlieir  affiAaaoe ;  ynt  /pch.  waa  dif 
^nd  maAer'$  0B(:onomy»  that  he  foiind. means -aot^aly  fit 
laainuia  that  fqiiadroa  for  their  ferviee,  bat  lilMsvife  to  eor 
large  die  infirmary,  and  to  prcfent  the  gread  priory  dF  Si^ 
^olm  with  ibtdy  piftures^  and  otUer  oraaaaents  of  goeat  a^r 
kie»  to  embellidi  the  church  of  it«  and  which  we  QaiX  tfafK^ 
to  be  (iren,  as  fo  many  monnmeats  both  of  his  piacy  attdaw* 
Hiikencie. 

All  this  while  the  diftrefled  Venetians  were  foUgWii«l  «b^ 
pope  and  him,  mpre  tind  more  prefiui|g|iy>  -fot  iktig  mrif  fnp 
ply ;  bat  whilft  the  Afalefnt/e  ^uadron  waa  wfutisngfor ihait 
cf  the  pope,  news  ome  that  he  had  ardcvod  ktoiUy^^ 
ChitM  Vecehia,  to  ^reen  them  -from  the  Fre^h  kkags  cdbiot- 
meat,  whofe  ao^haflador  and  ht$  lady  that  pooJaf's^gaiide^ 
fiorps  had  infulied  in  a  iiagolar  manner  ;  upoa.wbieh  tbV 
were  ordered  to  fet  £ul  from  M^kba  on  the  isih  (^  I^^ 
IK*/  <^  the  following  year,  under  the  coodaft  of  <be  ccm- 
oundi^  Sre/kw^  who  took  fome  fiaaU  prices  ia  his  W9f , 
^hkh  ht  fent  to  JVakis,  whilfi  he  proaeedad  with4)|s  £|a^ 
dron  to  join  the  VenetUm  fieeL  Upoa  their  .aniaaLMar  <he 
ifle  of  Andr^^  00  the  a2d  of  May^  ihey  wera  infipttopl  ^f 
ibcVen^tM  adminl  Mi^Jiai.  that  the  nrii/b  flaet  4iad 
aotiaikdoattbatyeari  fe  tbitt  they  Jiad  mubhig  to  do  Ipt 
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iMttridom;  (heir ooafe,  imd  nsake  nviwi  prizci  ^  wtid 
vpoa  duna. 

WHiutr  thcj  w«r0  thus  cmplofed  »£  £»,  tbe  ga^Diatioj 
mmStmr  vms  aarkd  off  by  u  malignfiot  £(wr»  whidibadxag^  /Ar  ^jcm 
faBe:d«e  m  theiflaadt  iiftd  fliore  pariuwliirly  io  this  city  eim^i/kr. 
Vjobtta^  io  rise  montfa  of  QShier^  m  the  jd  yei|r  of  hie 
IjraBd'iw&ecAiip.    Has  retneiiiB  winrc  depofited  whb  tbr  ofuid 
friemniiy  ki  tke  che^d  belopgmg  tt>  tiMe  Jr ragman  tou^K^ 
ef  vU^  be  aira^ ;  on  'wb^k  toiob  ibe  knights  of  that 
•dogHeAaafed  t  noble  iofcriptioQ  to  be  edgnvcA. 

lis  v»s  fiiccfitdfld,  with  the  anamiDOiis  coaTcot  of  the'  ^  iif], 
fkCloffs,  by  fak  vorihy  brother  Nicolas  Cctmer^  then  grand  loliu 
pricxr  of  Minorca ;  il  thiog  which  never  hej^cned  /ince  the  Cotonir] 
fcwmdarinn  of  the  order.    But  h«  eserit  was  fo  jiabreriaUy 
ka0VA»  that  all  the  voters  and  eleftors  dedaned  thendUree 
6r  hisnas  iboa  as  his  elder  brother  eitpired  \  io  that  thcjr 
pioeeeded  to  the  ceiieoBOoy  of  cleftioa  only  for  form's  &ke  1 
and  when  Don  Emarmel  Arriof  pnxlained  him  <o  the  mft  of 
Die  order»  the  news  of  it  was  received  with  the  fiooeneft  ap« 


•Oiw  of  hb  firft  cares  was,  to  fiippneb  the  m^blcnce  of 
i1m  Barbary  cor&irs,  who  weee  growo  io  mimecciue  and 
llald  dnrla^  the  Canii£ai  war,  that  they  CKtieaded  their  £x<- 
tkrfioBs  and  ravages  as  far  as  the  ooafls  of  Provenct  mod 
hangutdac.  Hti^erto  the  Maithft  gaUaes  had  been  moftlf 
employed  in  affiftiog  the  Venetiatu  in  Cmndia  j  bmt  now,  at 
the  ddice  of  the  Frcnck  king,  Lewis  XiV,  they  mtve  feat  to  ^^ 
flffift  his  forces  in  his  expeditiop  into  Africa^  the  ill  fuoce&  ^ 
of  whichy  throogh  the  want  of  a  fufHcieot  number  of  French 
fietfces  CO  Aipport  it,  we  have  already  given  an  accovat  of  la 
8  former  volume. 

Ih  the  foUowii^  year  the  illands  of  8t.  Cbrifiapber^  Bar^ne  ij!and$ 
thahauWf  &&  were  £ild  again  by  the  order  to  a  omipany  e/'Chrii!o« 
of  Preach  merchonts,  who  put  themfclvies  ander  the  pootOD-P^^^  ^'^ 
thm  of  theu-  aativie  prince.    At  the  iame  tiaae,  whilil  ^^fi^j^^ 
Makhefe  fqiiadrDn  was  fcoariqg,  the  k^rdip^go,  without  p^^. 
aaeeth>g  any  Turkifb  ^veHibls,   or  makiog  any  coniiderable    T'J'i. 
pitees,  two  young  knights  of  the  order  figoaiised  tfaemfblves         ^* 
on  the  coafls  of  Barhary  and  the  Le^umt ;  the -one  named 
GrainvUle^  oommaoded  a  galley  of  forty  gfnns,  c^ed  the 
Petiek  Gardent  which  he  had  taken  the  year  before  £com  an 
Mgerme  coi&iry  though  .with  only  a  frigate  ef  M  gtins» 
wUch  the  other  kmght,  named  Tememcourtf  was  then  eom«t 
floaoder  of.    Thefe  two  met  in  the  chanel  of  the  iile  of 
Somas  «  canuran  going  from  jKexandria  to  Cm^antinpfJs^ 
OKiiiiMng  of  >0  large  veilcls  aod  1^  bw.    The  &x&  thing 
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iStyej  did,  "wag,  to  g«t  into  the  midft  of  them,  and  to  make 
a  continual  briik  fire  upon  them,  by  which  they  fonk  fomc^ 
took  four  of  the  richeft,  and  put  the  reft  to  flight. 
ne  n§ble       In  the  fame  year  another  Malthefe  knight^  named  Ifoquw^ 
^fenct-mtdveurtf  fignalized  himfelf  in  a  moft  furprifing  manner  in  the 
efcape  of    port  of  the  Dolpbine  Iftand^  where  he  was  at  once  furrounded 
the  com-     by  the  whole  7i/r/fr^i&  fleet,  confiding  of  33  gallics,  which 
tMndir      ^ext  tranfporting  frcih  troops  into  that  of  Candia.     The 
Hoqom-    ^^f^yy  admiral  had  ordered  a  continual  fire  to  be  made  upon 
^  "•        him  by  his  beft  galiies,  both  from  the  great  aikl  fmall  artil* 
lery,  till  they  had  in  a  great  meafure  deftroyed  the  tackle 
and  rigging  of  his  fliip,  and  killed  a  great  number  of  his 
men,  after  which  he  commanded  fome  of  his  ftouteft  men  to 
board  him.     Hoqttincourt  flood  all  .the  while  upon  deck,  like 
a  man  invulnerable,  with  his  fabre  in  his  hand ;  and  his 
men,  following  his  example,  threw  down  the  Turks  into  the 
fei  as  hSt  as  they  mounted,  to  fuch  a  prodigious  d^ee, 
that  it  was  with  great  difiiculty  that  the  admiral  could  make 
the  reft  to  follow  them.     Provoked  at  length  at  fuch  a  brave 
refiflance,  he  ordered  the  galiies  to  open  a  way  for  his  capi* 
tana  to  come  up  to  him  ;  which  he  did  with  fuch  force,  by 
dint  of  rowing,  that  he  did  not  doubt  but  the  violence  of  the 
fluKk  would  havefliattered/To^mcottr/'s  fliip,  already  damaged 
to  agreat  d^ree  by  his  artillery,  into^pieces ;  inflead  of  which, 
h  only  helped  to  pufli  it  with^  greater  force  out  of  the  haveil 
into  the  open  fea,  whene  plying  all  the  fail  be  had  left,  be) 
fefely  got  into  tbeneareft  Chriflian  port,  after  havii^  ftmk 
feveral  of  the  enemy's  fliips,  and  killed  above  600  of  their 
ms^ip'    foldiers.     This  brave  commander  had  no  fooaer  refitted  bis 
^'^^'*       fhip  than  he  £uled  out  again>  and  in  that  fame  campaign  was 
fliipwrecked  near  the  ifle  of  Scarpanto^  and  periflied  with- 
iall  his  company>  to  the  number  of  1 70  perfons.    About  the 
fame  time  the  duke  of  Beaufort,  high  admiral  of  France^ 
who  had  commanded   the  late  unhappy  expedition  in  Bar* 
iaryy  landed  at  Maltha,  and  was  faluted  by  all  the  artillery 
of  the  city^  as  was  not  long  after  M.  de  la  Haye,  the  Fnnch. 
ambaflador  at  Conftantinople ;  but  the  grand  mafter  declined 
Seeing  the  former,  becaufe  he  did  not  think  proper  to  givs 
him  the  title  of  Mgfanefi^ 
t666.         Nothing  happened  confiderable  to  the  order  on  the  fot^ 
lowing  year,  except  the  acceffion  of  Don  Carlos  to  the  crowa 
of  Spam,  by  the  demife  of  Don  ]fohn  of  Aujlria,  which  ob* 
liged  the  grand  maflier  to  receive  a-  new  inveftiture,  in  the 
Blual  fonii>  from  the  duke  of  Sermonetta^  vioeroy  of  Sicily  $ 
foon  after  which  the  admiral  of  the  Maltic/e  galiies  was  fent 
With  hifi  i^ttadroa  to  Barxebna^  todcort  the  Spaai/b  infanta. 
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now  emprefsi  to  his  imperial  majefty,  who  had  only  mar- 
.  ricd  her  by  proxy ;  and  who,  upon  her  landing  at  Finaf, 
fent  a  moft  obliging  letter  of  thanks  to  the  grand  mafter,  for 
the  good  offices  Sie  had  received  from  the  admiral.  Th^ 
pope,  this  year,  purfuant  to  the  example  of  his  predeceflbrs, 
difpofed  of  fome  more  rich  commanderies  in  favour  of  his 
relations  and  favourites,  to  the  great  prejudice  ^nd  mortifi- 
cation of  the  order. 

In  the  year  following,  the  grand  vizier  Jchmed,  being  Achmet 
come  in  perfon  to  put  an  end  to  the  Candian  war,  and  to  tht^oms  to 
fiege  of  the  capital  of  that  ifland,  the  Venetians  had  recourfe,  *^fi^e  •/ 
as  ufual,  to  the  pope  and  grand  mafter,  who  difpatched  their  Candia. 
refpeftive  fquadrons  accordingly  to   their  afliftance ;   foon     '"°7* 
after  which  Alexander  died,  and  was  fucceeded  by  Clen.eit  IX. 
who    gave  frefh  caufe  of  complaint  to   the  order  by  his 
infraftions  on  their  rights.     (5n  the  other  hand,  the  prince 
landgrave  of  Hcffey  cardinal  and  grand  prior  of  Germany^ 
came  to  an  agreement  with  the  grand  penfionary  of  Holland, 
the  lord  John  de  Vigers,  about  the  lauds  and  revenues  be- 
longing to  the  order  in  the  great  commandery  of  Harlem^ 
fituate  in  the  province   of  Holland,    which  the  ftates  of 
that  province  had  feized  upon.    By  thefe  agreements  the  fajd 
ftates  of  Holland  and  Wejl  Frie^and  engaged  to  pay  to  the  or- 
der the  fum  of  150,000  florins,  in  confideration  of  which 
the  grand  mafter  and  the  order  were  to  renounce  all  farther 
property  and  pretenfions  to  thofe  lands,  ire.  thaf  were  fituate 
within  thofe  two  provinces  only,  without  including  thofe 
which  they  had  in  other  dominions  of  that  republic,  arfd  of* 
which  they  fhotild  be  ftill  allowed  to  infift,  and  endeavour 
their  reflitutiori,  or  to  exchange  them  for  ai^  equivalent.  This 
*  agreement  was  chiefly  tranfafted  by  the  picd}anon  of  the 
French  king,  and  negotiated  by  his  minifter  in  Holland^  the 
count  d*E/lrade. 

Among  other  extraordinary  fuccours  which  were  fent  by 
fi^eral  European  princes  into  Candia^  th^  grand  mafter  diA 
patched  a  battalion  of  400  men,  under   the  command  of 
M^Ffor  de  la  Fay^  who  having  loft  a  good  number  of  them, 
Jmmediately  after  his  arrival,  by  the  contagious  difeafe  thgt 
then  reigned,  thought  it  advifeable  to  fave  himfelf  and  the 
reft,  by  leaving  a  place  whofe  infeftion  wa$  capable  of  de- 
ftroying  all  the  forces  that  were  fent  to  its  affiftance,  and 
failed  back  with  them  for  Maltha.    In  this  year  happened  A  fient 
lifcewife  a  fierce  engagement  between  a  brother  of  the  knight  engage- 
Temericiurt,  lately  mentioned,  who  was  licenfed  to  cruife  ^fent  tuztb 
tinder  Malthe/e  colours,  and  two  Turkijb  foltanas  bound  for  ^  Turkifl^ 
4Uowidria^  richly  laden.    His  gaily*  being  a  brifker  failer,-^^'^*?'' 
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he  txfily  g6t  before  themr,  in  order  to  ftop  their  entrance  into 
the  mouth  of  the  Nil^,  and  immediately  faiuted  the  foremoft 
with  a  broad-fide.  He  was  preparing  to  board  her»  whea 
he  received  a  mufket-fliot  in  the  head|  which  threw  him  dat 
on  the  deck,  but  did  not  prevent  hi^  infpiriting  bis  oSi* 
cers  and  foldiers  to  continue  the  fight.  The  Turks  fipdipg 
thcmfelves  hft  grappled  beyond  the  poiHbility  oT  efcapinj 
whiUl  the  Chriftians  poured  io  upon  then)  with  incredil 
fpeed  and  braveiy,  were  juft  qpon  the  point  of  furrenderiiu^ 
when  the  Turkijh  commander  ordered  a  lighted  maic^  to  be 
clapt  to  their  powder,  in  order  to  blow  up  both  together. 
The  chevalier  de  Sarre,  who  was  in  another  Malthefo  galley, 
and  engaged  with  the  other  foltana,  feeing  the  danger  bis 
friend's  (hip  was  in,  abandoned  the  foltana^  to  go  and  fave 
the  Malthefcy  which  was  already  fet  on  £[re,  by  parting  it 
from  the  Turkijh,  and  quenching  its  flames.  The  fucce&, 
Blfuccefi  however,  did  not  anfwer  his  bravery  ;  his  friend  Temerk(mrt*s 
ffibe  at'  brother  died  foon  after  of  his  wound,  aad  the  other  foltana, 
timft.  which  he  had  engaged,  took  the  opportunity  of  his  beii^ 
otherwife  employed  to  give  him  the  fli|?. 

The  peace  which  was  concluded  the  following  year  be- 
tween the  Turks  and  Venetians ,  upon  the  lofs  ofCandi^  aod 
the  conftant  affiftance  which  the  order  had  fent  to  the  latter, 
during  the  war,  gave  them  new  caufe  to  apprehend  the  re- 
fentment  of  the  former,  and  that  it  would  not  be  long  be* 
fore  the  foltan  turned  his  whole  force  againft  them';  to  be 
therefore  prepared  againil  it  at  all  adventures,  the  grand  maf- 
ter  fedt  for  ati  excellent  engineer,  named  Falpergo^  from 
Savoy,  to  whom  he  committed  the  repairing  of  the  old^  aod 
the  addition  of  fuch  new  fortifications,  as  he  thought  necef- 
fary  to  fecure  the  idand,  and  efpecially  the  port,  againft  aay 
invafion.  This  gentleman,  having  taken  a  view  of  the  port, 
caufed  feveral  new  outworks  to  be  made  in  it*  One  fWt 
was  called,  from  the  grand  mailer,  Cotonero  ;  another  Rica- 
folly  from  one  of  the  commanders,  who  gave  30,000  crowns 
towards  the  building  of  it. 

In  the  next  jcsuc  Clement  X.  having  fucceeded  Clement  IX. 
at  Rome,  fent  an  amba/Ty  to  Maltha,  as  was  u&ial,  to  ootily 
his  ele£i:ion  to  the  papacy,  and  at  the .  fame  time  to  con- 
gratulate and  commend  the  grand  mailer  for  his  care  ia  for- 
tifying an  ifland  which  was  the  bulwark  of  Chriftendom; 
yet  did  not  this  hinder  the  pontifs  bellowing  the  reveriioQ 
of  the  grand  priqry  oi  France  on  the  knight  of  Vendojme, 
mangre  all  the  oppolitioa  of  the  grand  mafier  and  the  whcje 
order  againll  that  infringement.  In  the  fiune  year,  prince 
€hark4  of  Urrahh  /bo  to  t&c  dujte  dElbetf^  and  fome  other 
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p^rfoii?  of  S4S&3i&Mk^  were  asHiuitred  in«>  the  or<fer.  AbMt 
rfiis  time  the  number  of  the  fervants  at  arim  beinff  become 
cseceffive,  thecooncirfliade  a  decree  againft  admitting  any 
neixr  ooes  till  farther  order. 

A  GKEAf  fcanrity  being  felt  foon  after  through  moft  part 
of  Itafyy  and  the  pope  being  obliged  to  fend  bis  gallies  out 
11^  qweft  of  com,  he  wrote  to  the  grand  mallter,  to  fend  fome 
rf  his  tacfcort  them  -^  \rtiich  wis  readily  complied  with,  and 
the  command  of  tbem  given  to  fome  of  the  mofl  diftinguiflied 
commanders.    Aboat  the  &me  time  the  brave  Temericourt^ 
being  crtiifmg  in  one  of  hrs  own  gallics,  was  attacked  by 
no  lefe  than  fi^  large  oeorfairs  of  Trip^H^  agdinft  whom  he 
nade  fnch  a  noble  defence,  and  ftich'  dreadfut  havock  among 
th«r  fflcn,  thjit  they  \tttt  glad  to  fove  tfce  reft  by  a  hafty 
fl^kt.     '^t  he  wa$  iboft  after  overtaken  by  a  fudden  dorm, 
wbich  A?ovc  him  againtt  the  caafts  of  Barbary^  where  hi» 
ftip  wai?  dated  in  pieces,  and  himfelf  faken  prifoner,  and  Temeri* 
ftnt  ts>  Trip9Hf  and  thence  to  Mrianoplc^  where  J^otam- countaim 
med  III.  a(bed  bhn  whether  he  alone  had  beat  the  five  large  anifent 
Tfi^Mtan  vefth  \  To  which  he  boldly  aafwered  in  the  af-  prifiwer  /» 
finxuitrve.    Bc^ctg  affed  what  countryman  he  was,  be  told  the  Porte. 
Bm  he  wte  a  Prenchrtmk.     Thou  fnufi  fhenh  a  defertet^  bcA 
riic  fekaif,  for  Iher^  is  a  Jbkmn  peace  betnoeen  the  king  thy 
nisfi'er  andnk.    To  Which  Tmerkonrt  replied,  /  eon  indeed 
m  Frenchmaik,  httt^  what  is  ftHt  tMre^  I  Am  a  knight  ef 
Btodia»  and  stim  Mtged  by  my  prcfeffion  /o  hazard  my  hfe 
dgsm/l  oB  the  efOmes  of  the  Chrijiian  faith.     The  foltan, 
.  who  admired  hk  braivery,  and  was  willing  to  engage  him  is 
hb  ferrore,    fent  him  at  firft  to  a  prifon  where  he  was 
created  with  great  humanity,  and  made  him  feveral  advan- 
ti^eous  oilers,  eapnbte,  as  he  imagined,  to  tempt  fo  young  » 
warrior, ~who  was  thcn>  it  fe^ms,  no  moie  than  22  years  oP 
;  aifd,  amongft  theny,  he  ofltred  to  marry  him  to  a  prin- 
Ts  of  the  blood,  if  he  woald  coafcnt  to  turn  Mohammedan. 
?iftdiiig  htm  infl^l^le  to  all  thefe  promifes,  .he  refolved  to 
flry  what  eAft  a  contrary  treatment  would  have  upon  hiffl> 
tsA  ordered  him  to  be  removed  into  a  dungeon,  and  kept 
him  there  a  whole  fortnight.     He  moreover  canfed  him  to 
\m  fevenely  baftbnadoed,  and  afterwards  tortured/  even  to 
Ittve  feme  of  hisr  limbs  mutilated  ;  all  ,which  he  bore  with  an 
fcerok  cofiftancy,  hegping  of  Chrifl  to  enable  him  to  con- 
firm  him  in  his  refofution  of  dying  a  martyr  to  hisF  faith. 
The  tyrant,  exafperated  at  his  firmnefs^  did  not  fuftr  him  ^ebeadst. 
io  wadt  long  for  that  bleffing,  but  ordered  htm  tt)  be  brought 
onx  v^  bebteaded,  aod  hta  body  to  be  thrown  iaco  &e  river 

that 
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that  rnns  through  the  city,  to  prevent  the  Chriflians  paying 
any  veneration  to  it. 
Decijion  of  In  the  following  year  there  happened  a  fierce  conteft  bc-r 
liouis  XIV.  twecn  the  commanders  belonging  to  the  French  king,  and 
infamur  thofe  of  the  order,  about  the  falutc,  which,  being  brought 
•ftbier-  at  l^ogth  before  that  monarch,  the  commander  jffaw/^/Jw^ilf, 
^^'  then  ambaflador  at  his  court  from  the  grand  mailer,  prevailed 

'  7}'  upon  hitn,  by  his  addrefs  and  intereft,  to  decide  it  in  favour 
cf  the  order.  Much  about  the  feme  time  a  far  more  momea- 
tons  controverfy  happened  between  the  latter  and  prince  De- 
metrius^ about  the  lands  and  eifeOis  of  the  late  duke  of 
OJlrog^  which  he  had,  with  the  confcnt  of  the  P^li/b  fenatc^ 
bequeathed  to  the  order  ever  fince  the  year  i6i8.  That 
noble  family  now  being  extinft  by  the  death  of  prince  j^lex- 
ander  OJirog,  prince  Lubomrjki  immediately  informed  the 
grand  maflerof  it,  who  fenc  him  back  letters  of  attorney, 
impowering  him  to  defend  the  rights  of  the  order  Qgainft  th^ 
faid  prince  Demetrius^s  pretenfions,  who  claimed  that  elhite 
in  right  of  his  wife,  who  was  fifter,  and,  as  he  thence  con? 
.  eluded,  heireft,  to  the  duke  Alexander  above-mentioned. 
Soon  after  this,  the  Mainots^  a  fort  of  mongrel  Creeks  of 
Morea,  pretending  to  be  weary  of  the  Turkijb  tyranny,  fent 
a  deputation,  to  beg  the  affiAance  of  the  order,  to  enable 
ihem  to  recover  their  liberty  ;  upon  which  the  grand  mafler 
forthwith  ordered  the  Makhefe  gallies  to  fail  thither ;  bpt, 
upon,  their  arrival,  the  commander  found  that  people  fo  di- 
vided,  fome  being  for  fhaking  off  the  Turkijb  yoke,  others, 
^or  continuing  patiently  under  it,  that  they  w^  obliged  to 
&il  back  without  ef!eAing  wj  thing, 
1674-  This  year  the  viceroy  of  Sicily  having  fent  to  defire  the 
afliftance  of  the  order,  the  grand  mafter  difpatched  his  fqua- 
dron  thither,  in  which  a  great  number  of  knights  of  tbo 
great  crofs  zealoufly  embarked,  as  fubje^s  of  the  king  <^ 
Spain  ;  foon  aft^r  which  the  covcmzxii^  deValbelle  brought 
^  new  one,  with  frefh  fuccours  from  France,  The  grand 
mafter  about  the  fame  time  fettled  a  fund,  out  of  his  own 
privgtc  purfe,  for  the  maintenance  of  thp  fort  Rica/pli,  lately 
^refted  in  the  ifle  of  Maltha. 

In  the  following  year,  king  Charles  IF.  having  declared 
The  Eng.  ^^^  againft  the  JlgerineSy  the  Englifh  fleet  came  into  the 
iiih/leit  P^^^  ^^  Maltha,  where  they  met  with  a  kind  and  honourable 
nffell  r#-  reception,  for  which  our  polite  monarch  fent  the  giand  mafter 
esivid  at  a  moft  obliging  letter  of  thanks.  The  viceroy  ot  Naples  h^?- 
Maldia«  ing  formed  a  defign  of  employing  the  Malthefe  gallies  god 
fi^ccours  againft  the  Mejfenians,  the  grand  mafter  thought  £( 
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to  countermand  his  orders  \  and  to  let  that  miniAer  know, 
'  that  it  was  iDConfiflent  with  the  defign  and  ftatutcs  of  his 
order  to  intermeddle  in  any  war  between  any  ChrifUaa 
princes ;  and  that,  from  the  beginning  of  its  inilitution« 
none  of  t^em  had  ever  fought  againfl  any  but  Infidels.  In 
the  fame  year  arrived  at  Maltha  Frederic  de  Mogeliriy  ambaf- 
fador  from  the  crown  of  Poland,  with  a  letter  to  the  grand 
mafler,  importing,  that,  his  dominions  being  terribly  ha* 
rafled  by  the  frequent  incurfions  which  the  Turks  made  into 
them,  he  fliould  be  highly. obliged  to  him  and  the  order  if 
he  would  pleafe  to  fend  fome  powerful  diveriion  into  the 
Turki/b  territories.  *  To  which  Cotoner  anfwered,  with  his 
ufual  politenefs,  that,  in  complying  with  his  Polijb  majefty's 
deflres,  he  fliould  only  fulfil  the  otjligations  which  his  pro- 
fef&on  laid  him  under,  his  order  having  been  always  ready  to  ^ 

ailift  Chriftian  princes  againft  the  infidels ;  and  that  in  con-  ^ 
forniity  to  his  majefty's  wiflies,  he  would  immediately  order 
his  armaments  to  be  confiderably  augmented,  that  he  might 
render  their  fervice  more  efie^ual  to  him.  In  the  fame  year 
he  caufed  the ,  foundation  for  a  new  lazaretto  to  be  laid  in 
the  caftle  of  MarzaMuzet,  which  hath  been  QnQc  that  time 
fortified  with  feveral  ftrong  baftions,  and  other  outworks. 

A  GRIEVOUS  peftilence,  which  had  begun  to  rage  about  ^^r/V*t;- 
the  latter  end  of  the  laft  year,  continued  to  make  Tych  ha-  ouj  fefti- 
vock  both  in  the  ifland  and  in  the  convent,  that  they  could  Uncejragti 
hardly  find  a  fufficient  number  of  forces  in  the  former  to  man  ^^  '^'   . 
their  caravans,  and  were  obliged  to  leflen  the  number  of  ^"^^V 
knights  in  each  galley  from  21,  the  ufual  number  before  the    ^^ 
plague,  to  1 1  in  the  capltana,  and  nine  in  each  of  the  reft. 
About  the  fame  time  the  dignity  of  grand  marflial  being  be- 
come vacant,  and  claimed  by  two  confiderable  commanders 
of  equal  merit  and  pretenfions,  the  one  named  Macfonfeule 
and  the  other  Gerlandey  both  of  the  tongue  of  Juvergne^ 
the  conteft  being  likely  to  rife  to  a  dangerous  height,  and 
the  grand  mailer  unable  to  decide  it,  he  bethought  himfelf  of         , 
an  efie^ual  expedient  to  end  it  amicably,  by  ordering  that 
each  party  fliould  enjoy  it  alternately  only,  from  month  to 
month. 

About  two  years  after,  during  which  interval  we  do  not    1678. 
read  of  any  thing  material  that  happened  at  Maltha^  the 
former  of  the  competitors  died,  and  the  latter  failed  out 
with  his  fquadron  of  five  gallics;  and,  meeting  with  two   « 
Algerine  corfairs  near  cape  Pajfaro,  fell  a  cannonading  them 
without  attempting  to  board  them.     This  occafioned  a  ge- , 
neral  murmur  in  the  convent,  which  began  now  to  wlfli  he 
bad  died  inftead  of  the  other.     A  complaint  was  preferred 

Mod.  HiST.  Vol.  XIX.  X  .againft 


3^2:1 


thi  fioce 
€9ncludgd 

France. 
1679. 


Veaih  of 
tbi  grand 
mafiir. 
16S0. 


60.  Greg. 
Carafa. 


rbe  Hijlcry  of  Maltha.       B.  XVIII. 

flgalnft  him  iq  the  council  at  his  return,  wheft  he  got  him- 
felf  off,  by  alleging,  that  the  wind  was  fall  agaloft  faim,  afttd 
would  not  fuffer  him  to  approach  the  enemy.  Soon  after 
thl^,  Peter  Fletcher^  a  Majorcan  privateer,  funk  another 
jflgerine,  out  of  which  he  faved  lOo  Turki/b  foldiers,  whon^ 
he  went  and  fold  at  Mnltha  for  100  piafters/^r  head.  Atxmt 
the  fame  time  Don  John  of  Ai^ria^  grand  prior  of  Cafiile^ 
being  dead,  the  grand  mafter  and  cooncil  were  coafuttifi^ 
ta  alienate  about  8000  ducats  per  annum  of  the  re?enue  ot 
that  vaft  rkh  priory  in  favour  of  fome  of  their  favourites  ; 
of  which  the  king  of  Spain,  'Who  lays  claim  to  the  ftde 
patronage  of  it,  being  apprifed,  exprefly  forbad  their  lef- 
fening,  in  any  inAance,  the  income  of  that  orergrowo  bene- 
fice, with  which  injunftion  they  were  obliged  to  comply. 

In  the  next  year,  a  peace  being  happily  concluded  be^ 
tween  Spain  and  France,  by  the  marriage  of  the  princcfir 
Maria  Louifa^  the  cldeft  daughter  of  the  dnke  of  Orleans, 
Don  John  de  Villa  Viciofa  was  fent  by  the  grand  mafter  oa 
an  ambafTy,  to  congrattilate  the  Spanijb  monarch  upon  it,  and 
took  that  opportunity  to  obtain  from  him  a  frerfi  fnpply  of 
corn  for  the  ifland  of  Maltha,  which  began  to  labonr  uader 
a  great  fcarcity. 

IN  riiis  year  the  grand  mafter,  who  had  been  for  fereral  . 
years  ai^6^ed  with  a  paralytic  difeafe,  fell  into  a  compli- 
cation of  the  ftone  and  gout,  accompanied  by  a  lingeiing 
fever,  which  gradually  exfaatrfted  his  ftrength,  without  dimK 
nilhing  any  thing  of  his  ufual  vigihnce  and  application ;  till 
a  dyfentery,  which  enfncd  fome  time  after,  obliged  him  to 
keep  his  bed,  and  to  nominate  Don  Orlando  Serako,  grand 
prior  of  Catdknia,  for  iiis  fucceflbr.     He  languifhed  citt  the  ^ 
29th  of  j^ril  of  the  feme  year,  and  expired  in  the  73d  j 
year  of  his  age,  and  17th  of  his  government,  greatly  re- 
gretted by  the  whole  order.    His  remains  were  depoiited, 
.  with  the  ufual  ceremonies,  in  the  chapei  belonging  to  the 
tongue  of  Arragon,  and  over  his  ftatdy  tomb  vras  efeigmveft 
an  epitaph. 

The  choice  of  a  fucceflbr,  after  a  great  deal  of  cabaftm^ 
and  bribery,  which  began  during  the  late  crand  mafter*s  fidk'* 
nefs,  fell  upon  Don  Gregory  Carafa,  a  Neapolitan,  to  tha 
great  joy  of  the  Italian  tongue,  who  had  not  fecn  an  ItaHati  \ 
chofcn  to  that  dignity  during  the  fpace  of  128  years*  One: 
of  his  firft  cares  was,  to  complete  the  fortifications  of  the  ■■ 
illanJ,  which  his  predeceflbr  had  not  been  able  to  fipUh,  aadj 
toreftify  fome  abufes  which  had  crept  into  the  order  durii^ 
his  long  ficknefs.  In  the  followii^  year  he  had  the  pleafuft 
to  fee  the  admhral  Carr^a  rettrrn  with  &^  Atgerine  "^eSiSx 
•'     ^/  *  whick 
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IMkfi  he  had  taken,  by  his  nddrcTs  an*  bravef y,  When  Aey 
thought  themfelv^  at(ft6<l  fure  c^  hini,  VA  f efigned  foon 
tfta-  his  place  to  the  baJly  Cdlhiri.  In  the  year  foUowliig  the  ^681; 
tlce-chantdlor  Atftds  refigiicd  'that  o/Hce  into  the  grand 
tnaftef '$  hand,  sifter  havhjg  enjoyed  -was  above  twehiy  years 
Wi(h  great  integrity  and  repatatkm,  and  ^as  fucceeded  by  tht 
tointi^andef  Catterd,  About  the  fame  time  father  Jetoih  Mo- 
bnoj  bifhop  of  MdUhA^  was,  at  the  grand  mailer's  reconi- 
ibefiidarfion,  prefetlted  to  the  bifhoprick  of  Urida  by  the 
klflff  of  lipain,  and  fnccceded  by  David  Cocco  Pdlmiefi,  i, 
petfon  highly  efteetficd  for  his  probity.  The  grand  mafta-, 
having  recefVed  a  letter  from  Lewis  XIV.  notifying  the  birth 
6f  falsi  grantffen  the  dake  of  Burgundy ^  canfed  the  nfual  re« 
jdictngs  to  be  celebrated  through  the  ifland,  in  which  thd 
kn7ghCs  of  the  three  French  tongues  fignalized  themfelves  lii 
iUi  extraordinary  maaner.  Soon  after  which,  the  dukes  of 
Croufrm  and  Setwiek  landed  at  Maltha^  the  latter  of  Whom 
#a$  admitted  into  the  order,  and  prefented  with  the  great 
crofs,  together  With  the  grand  priory  of  England. 

In  the  foilo\<^ing  year  happened  the  memorable  ti£iorJ  i6fi| 
over  the  Turks ^  and  the  railing  of  the  jfiege  of  Vienha,  > 
vrhfch  was  followed  by  the  Chriftian  league  againft  thein,  fef 
^  foot  by  pope  Innocent  XL  into  which  the  grand  mafte^ 
readily  came,  and  ordered  very  great  preparations  to  be  made 
Ibi'  the  profecution  of  the  w;ir ;  foon  after  which  the  Mal^ 
ihefe  Iqnadron  failed  out,  under  the  command  of  the  bill/ 
cf  5/.  Stephen^  which  fpread  a  general  terror  oter  all  the 
eoaflb  of  Harbary^  and  b^^  drove  the  Turks  out  of  the  iflaAda 
tH  Previfa  aftd  St.  Maur, 

•  tfit.  year  following,  the  Malthefe  fquadron,  commanded  Coron,' 
bj^  fteihr  de  la  Tour^'  being  joined  by  that  of  the  pope  and  fsTr.  taken 
the  Venetian  fleet  commanded  by  fignor  Morqfthi^  failed  di*A*«  '^' 
itftlyto  Coron^  a  fea-port  in  Morea^  and,  after  a  brifk  and'^"™' 
bloody  fiege,  in  which  the  knights  of  the  order  greatly  (ig-    *^5* 
lidfaeed  thenifelves,  and  their  general  de  la  Tour  loft  his  life, 
i^de  theibfelves  mafters  of  the  place.    All  this  whik  the 
grand  mafter  caufed  the  new  fortifications  to  be  carried  on 
with  aD  pofflble  diligence ;  fo  that  they,  efpecially  thofe  of 
the  ddlles  6f  St.  Ehno  and  St.  Angelo^  were  in  a  great  mea- 
litre^ompleted  by  the  following  year.  I  i684. 

The-  fijaadron  of  the  ordcf  failed  out  again  in  the  be- 

^^iMhig  of  tht  following  fpring,  under  the  command  of 

their  ftew  general  Orheftiney  grand  prior  of  Hungary y  and, 

ii:  conjirndion  with  the  confederate  rfeet,  went  and  be- 

\  ik^jM  Old  Nttvarin^  another  fea^port,  about  1 2  m)ie$  from 
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Coron ;  and,  next  to  that,  the  New  Navarin^  a  jJace  ^ 
great  importance,  not  only  on  account  of  its  advantageous 
Htuatioft,  but  likewife  for  the  conveniency  of  its  haven  \vl 
the  gulph  of  Zunto.    Both  places  were  well  fortified,  and 
defended  by  a  good  garrifon,  yet  were  both  furrendered  tp 
the  Venetian  general  in  a  few  days  ;  after  which  t^ie  whole 
fleet  failed  to  Modon,  in  the  fame  peninfula,  but  much  Wrong- 
er than  any  of  the  former,  and  in  the  attack  of  which  a  good 
Modon,     number  of  knights  loft  their  lives  ^,  but  tha  place  was,  after 
iffc.  taken,  a  flout  defence,  forced  likewife  to  furrendcr.    This  fucccfs 
encouraged  the  confederates  to  attempt  the  reduAion  of 
Neapoli  de  Romantai  capital  of*  Morea.     The  place  was  ac- 
i686*     cordingly  befieged  in  form  on  the  30th  oi  July,    The  fe- 
raikier  tried  in  vain  to  fuccour  the  place,  and  was  three  times 
repuifed  with  lofs ;  and  rp  knights  of  the  order,  with  a 
great  number  of  their  troops,  were  flain,  either  in  thofe  at* 
tacks,  or  at  the  fiege.     The  city  at  length  furrendered,  af- 
ter a  month's  defence ;  after  which  the  Malthe/e  fquadroa 
parted  from  the  reft,  and  failed  homewards.    In  the  fame 
year  the  pope,  to  (hew  his  grateful  regard  for  the  order, 
beftowed  the  cardinal  5  hat  upon  Don  Fortunaius  Carqfa^ 
brother  to  the  grand  mafter,  Francis  de  Meicis^  grand  prior 
of  Pifa^  znd  Le9pold  Kottomtfch^  biftiop  of  Newjladt^  all  of 
the  order* 
Defemtln*     ^^  the  following  year,  the  grand  mafter  ordered  eight 
to  Daima-  gallies  to  be  equipt  for  that  campaign,  the  command  of  which 
tia.  he  gave  to  the  chevalier  Claude  de  Mechatein  ;  thele,  in  con- 

1687.  jun£Vion  with  the  confederate  fleet,  made  a  defcent  on  Dal* 
matia,  laid  fiege  to  Cqfiel  Novo,  the  furrender  of  which  ren- 
dered the  Venetians  mafters  of  the  whole  Adriatic  gulph. 
The  knights  fignalized  themfelves  in  this  fiege  to  fuch  a  de- 
gree, that  the  pope  wrote  a  letter  of  thanks  to  the  grand 
mafter,  fliU  of  encomiums  on  their  bravery,  and  the  great 
k688.  fervices  they  had  done  at  that  fiege.  The  following  year  pro- 
duced nothing  interefting  at  Maltha,  except  fome.confider- 
able  promotions  and  fucceflions  from  one  preferment  to  an* 
other,  which  we  need  not  dwell  upon. 
1680.  ^^  the  following  year  the  Malthe/e  (qvL^droa  failed  out 
und^r  the  command  of  their  general  Mechatein,  and  joined 
the  Venetian  fleet,  now  no  longer  commanded  by  Moroni, 
who  was  by  this  time  raifed  to  the  dignity  of  doge.  The 
confederate  fleet  having  attempted  the  reduAion  of  the  ftrong 
fortrcfs  of  Negropont,  were  forced,  after  a  long  and  diflicult 
fiege,  to  abandon  it.  The  order  loft  in  that  expedition  29 
0/  its  moll  valorous  knights,  bcfides  a  great  number  of  their 

men,    | 
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men;  who  were  cut  off  by  the  Turks.    The  lofs  of  thefe  fo  Deati  of 
afieAed  the  grand  mafter,  that  he  was  quickly  after  attacked  t^^g^^nd 
vnih  a  violent  ftranguiy,  attended  with  a  raging  fever,  which  **^A''* 
carried  him  oif  on  the  2 ill  of  July  of  the  year  following,  in     '  ^* 
the  76th  yeai'of  his  age,  and  loth  of  his  government.    His 
remains  were  depofited  in  the  chapel  belonging  to  the //<j- 
£«n  tongue,  in  which  he  had  caufed  his  tomb  to  be  erefted 
in  his  life-time,  and  on  which  was  engraven  an  epitaph,  faid 
to  have  been  written  by  himfelf  about  two  years  before  his 

death,  ^     aA' 

'     He  was  fucceeded  by  Mrian  de  Tfignacourt,  grand  trca-      '^y-^' 
furer.  of  the  order,  and  nephew  to  the  late  famous  j^lqf  de  ^acourt  ^-" 
Vignacourt,  who  had  been  railed  to  that  dignity  many  years 
before.     Not  long  after  his  cleftion,  the  Malthefi  fquadron, 
returning  from  the  Levant^  brought  the.  firfl  news  of  the 
takingof  the  city  and  calHe  of  Valonntt  in  Albania  by  the 
'confederate  fleet,  which  occafioned  great  rejoicings  to  be 
made  through  the  ifland.  But,  as  we  obferved  a  little  higher, 
the  Turkijb  war  having  coft  already  a  vafl  number  of  lives, 
and  reduced  the  widows  and  children  to  extreme  indigence, 
the  new  grand  mafter  made  it  one  of  his  fir  ft  cares  to  give 
them  a  fpeedy  relief,  and  to  make  a  proper  provifion  for 
them,  the  reft  of  the  convent  following  his  example,  and       , 
contributing  largely  towards  fo  pious  a  work.    His  next  care    '"9** 
was  to  fupprefs  the  infolence  of  the  Barbary  corfairs,  who, 
in  the  abfence  of  their  fquadron,  made  frequent  incurlions 
into  their  chanel,  and  as  far  as  the  coafts  of  Sicily  ;  to  which 
end  he  ordered  a  ftrong  galliot,  well   manned  and  armed, 
to  be  conftanrly  upon  the  cruife  in  thofe  feas.     He  was  no 
kfs  diligent  in  what  concerned  the  fecurity  of  the  ifland,  to 
which  he  added  feveral  new  fortifications,  and  Jbuilt  frefti 
magazines  where-ever  he  thought  they  were  wanting,  parti* 
cularly  a  magnificent  arfenal  for  the  gallies  of  the  order. 
WMlft  he  was  thus  generoufly  taken  up,  he  received  a  letter 
from  the  emperor  Leopold,  which  imparted  to  him  the  W'el- 
come  news  of  the  complete  vifto.y  which  prince  Lruais  of 
Baden  had  gained  over  the  Turks,  and  which  caufed  general 
rc^icings  through  the  ifland.     All  this  while  the  pope's 
courtiers  were  foliciting  for  fome  of  the  priories  of  the  or- 
der, as  had  been  the  cuftom  during  the  reigns  of  the  foregoing 
pontifs.     But  the  new  pope  Innocent  Xll.  put  a  generous 
end  to  that  ftiameful   praftice  foon  after  his  eleftion,  by  a 
new  brief,  in  which  he  coafirmed  all  the  ancient  rights  and 
immunities  of  the  order. 

In  the  following  year,  the  grand  prior  of  MeJJina^  general    ig  ^ 
of  the  Malthefe  gallies,  joined  thofe  of  the  pope  and  Vene-        ^ 

X  3  tians^ 


$}aHS^  aad  accompanied  them  to  the  Qege  of  Canfa^  ooc  f^ 
the  mo(l  delightful  cities  and  moil  convenient  parts  in  cfaie 
|fle  of  Candia.    But,  having  cannonaded  the  place  during 
the  fpacc  of  25  days,  they  were  forced  to  rjjifc  the  fi^,  op 
account  of  the  feafon  being  too  far  advanced ;  and  the  iqv«- 
drpn  of  Maltha  arrived  at  that  port  at  the  tim^   the  ord^ 
were  making  frefh  rejoicings  for  the  taking  of  U)^  Aropg 
fortrcfs  of  Great  Varadin  by  the  imperialills  ;  about  which 
time  arrived  alfo  the  marquis  of  OrviUe,  nephew  of  the  graqd 
mafter,  and  was  received  by  the  order  with  the  pomp  an^ 
honours  fuit^ble  to  his  rank  and  proxiiiuty  to  thdr  fpve- 
reign, 
J  tmrihh      In  the  beginning  of  the  following  year  the  iflapd  felt  |t 
rtfr%««^^  terrible  earthquake,  which  began  on  the  nth  of  January^ 
0t  Maltha.  ^^  ^^j^  ^f  ^i^^  ^jQ^t  at  night,  and  lafted  three  whole  days,  by 
1093*  .  which  feverai  buildings  were  overthrown,  and  other  confi- 
derable  damage  done ;   foon  after  which,  four  Sicilian  gallief 
arrived,  which  acquainted  the  grand  maAer  with  the  dread- 
ful fate  of  the  city  of  Jugujia^  which  was  totally  overthrow^ 
by  the  fame  earthquake  ;  fo  that  he  waa  now  wholly  takeg 
up  in  fending  proper  ailiftance  to  the  fuiferers,  in  orderii^ 
public  falls,  prayers,  and  proceiHons,  forbidding  the  uCual 
^iverfions  of  the  approaching  carnival,  and  repairing  the  da* 
mages  which  the  publij^  and  other  edifices,  as  well  as  th^ 
reftels  riding  in  the  port,  and  other  parts  of  the  ifland,  had 
received  by  itl     In  the  interim  arrived  the  grand  prior  of 
MeJjUna,  at  the  head  of  the  Maithefe  fquadroo,  bringing  in  4 
large  veflel  which  he  had  taken  from  the  Tufiijians  in  hi^ 
rettirn  from  the  Levant,  in  which  were  1 50  foldiers.   Upoi| 
his  appearing  before  the  grand  mailer,  he  was  accufed  of 
having  fuffered  three  Barbary  corfs^rs  apd  a  tartan  to  efcape* 
He  was  however  acquitted  foon  after,  when  at  hi$  trial  h^ 
Xtiade  it  appear,  that  he  had  chafed  them  the  whole  day 
with  all  the  fail  and  rowing  he  could  make,  till  the  oigt^t 
ppt  an  unavoidable  flop  to  his  pqrfuit.     He  was  ucverthclefa 
deprived  of  his  poft,  which  was,   the  following  year,  con-, 
fcrred  on  Francis  Sigifmund^  count  of  Thitm^  who,  having 
joined  the  confederate  fleet,  aififled  in  the  redu6tion  of  the! 
city  of  Chios y  which  they  took  after  an  eight  days  fiege.    In 
the  mean  while  Lewis  XIV.  and  the  duke  of  Sav^  had  be"* 
gun  to  (eize  on  feverai  lands  and  revenues  of  the  order,  un- 
^er  pretence  of  carrying  on  the  expenfive  war  they  wefo  en- 
gaged in.     The  grand  mailer  failed  not  of  making  proper 
remonftrances  to  both  courts  ;  which,  being  backed  by  the 
pope^s  mediation,  put  a  happy  flop  to  that  unjuft  attempt, 
T^^t  ppntif  at  the  fame  time  Yft^s  |)leafed  to  take  ^  fpecial 
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cogniiaoce  of  the  long  cpnted  \vhicb  had  reigned  botwecQ 
iJiq  order  aad  tjbe  republic  of  Genoa  ;  and,  partly  by  his  ad- 
drcfs^  and  partly  by  his.  authority,  put  an  effeftual  end  to  it; 
immediately .  after  which  fcveral  Ccnoefe  noblemen  were  ad- 
mitted into  the  order. 

^  In  the  year  1 6(^  the  admiral  Sigtfinond  failed  out  with  hiy 
fquadron,  and  took  a  large  veflel  belonging  to  TripQli^  after, 
•a  bloody  conteft  of  two  hours,  and  fent  it  to  Maltha,  Hq 
then  proceeded  to  join  the  confederate  fleet;  but  the  Fem^ 
tidfis  refufing  to  enter  upon  any  enterprize,  on  pretence  that 
the  fcafoQ  was  too  faj*  advanced,  they  ajl  returned  to  theif 
relpeftivq  pofts,  without  effecting  any  thing  worth  notice. 

The  pope,  next  year,  tranfmitteda  confiderable  number     1696. 
of  galley  flaves  o\'tx  to .  Maltha^  to  reinforce  the  gallies  o£ 
the  order.     The  grand  mafter  falling  ill  of  old  age,  and 
other  Infiriuitles,  thei  candidates  for /the  fucceilion  began 
their  cabals  and  bribery  betimes,  and  continued  th^m  till  his 
death,  which  happened  on  the  4th  of  February  of  the  fol-  j),^  ^ 
lowiogycafi  in  the  97th  yeajrof  bis  age,  and  7th  of  ^\%%0' thg grund 
yernment,.   (Jis  remains  were,  depoiited  in  thp  chapel  be-i»i^^.  . 
loiigiqg  ,to .  the   tongue  of  France^  and  bis  juft  encomium    1697. 
was  engraven  on  his  tomb* 

He  was  fyccceded  by  Raymund  Perellos  de  Rocca/puU,  of  62.  Raim. 
the  tongue  of  Jrragon,  and  grand  baily  of  Negropont ;  one  Perclloi. 
of  whofe  firft  public  afts  was,  tp  call  a  council  of  the  order 
for  the  fupprcflion  of  fundry  abufes,  particularly  that  crying 
and  dcftructive  one  of  beftowing  the  bcft  commanderies  on 
junior  knights,  at  the  recommendation  of  the  pope,  or  other 
crowned  heads ;  which  fo  frequently  difgufted  the  fcniors, 
who  bad  more  juft  pretenGons  to  fo  high  a  degree,  that 
they  bequeathed  their  riches  and  efFefts  to  their  near  rela- 
tions, which  ought  in  cqurfe  to  have  been  funk  into  the 
public  treafury.  The  firft  ftep  that  was  taken,  in  order  to 
prevent  it,  was,  to  make  pre/Iing  inftances  to  the  pope  againil 
all  fuch  partial  recommendadons,  which  tended  to  fuhvert 
the  defign  of  their  inftitution,  and  ancient  dilcipline.  The 
next  was,  to  pafs  a  decree,  exprefly  forbidding,  all  ib?  reli- 
gious of  the  order  the  carrying  of  either  gold  or  filver  about 
them,  and  fuppreffing  all  cards,  dice,  and  other  games  of 
chance. 

The  peace  of  Re/wick  being  concluded  htvwctn  France    1698, 
and  Spain,  the  grand  mafter  caufed  great  rejoicings  to  be 
made  througliout  the  ifland  ;    about   which  tiqae  arriv^ 
BorU  Petrwitz  Xermetof^  a  relation  of  the  late  czar  of 
Mufcovy^  wi<h  recommendations  from  that  prince,  from  the 
pop^  and  the  emperor  ;  and  was  received  with  ail  the  ho* 

X  4  Hours 
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1699.  nours  due  to  his  rank  by  the  grand  maftcr  and  convent.  In 
the  next  yeaf,  pope  Innocent^  having  decided  the  cooteft 
which  had  fo  many  years  been  warmly  carried  on  between 
*  the  biftiop  of  Mahha  and  the  grand  prior  of  that  church, 
about  th<;ir  refpeftive  juriCdLftions,  to  the  fatisfaftion  of  the 
order,  the  grapd  mafter  caufed  a  brafen  ftatue  of  that  pontif 
to  be  fet  up  before  the  great  gate  of  the  church  of  Fifhry, 
with  the  infcription  which  the  reader  will  find  in  the  mar- 
gin (N).  The  fiime  year  fome  Turkijb  corfairs  having  efcaped 
being  talten  by  rhtMalthefe  fvjuadron,  by  a  foddcn  change 
of  the  wind,  the  grandi  mafter  and  council,  afraid  left  it 
ihould  be  owjng  to  the  negligence  of  the  commanders,  or- 
dered them  to  be  tried  fpr  it ;  when  it  plainly  appeared  to 
have  been  owing  to  a^contrary  wind  which  prevented  their 
purfuit,  upon  which  they  were  honourably  acquitted. 
Jn  nljii'  On  the  1 5th  of  February  of  the  following  year  happened  a 
matt  t«-  notable  engagement  between  Don  SpinoUj  the  Malthefe,  ad- 
fakement  xiAvzX,  and  ^  Turkijb  veflel  near  the  coail  of  Sicily.  The 
dtfiM.  •  galley  which  firft  came  up  with  tjie  enemy  having  krfk  her 
^7^^'  mainfail  by  a  fudden  guft  of  wind^  the  admiral,  who  came 
next,  advanced  to  the  attack,  the  combat  was  fuf- 
tained  with  great  bravery;  and  the  admiral's  brother  re- 
ceived a  mortal  wound  in  it,  as  be  flood  clofe  to  the  grand, 
prior  of  Mefftna^  who,  by  reafen  of  his  great  age,  was  in- 
capable of  Handing  upon  his  feet.  His  valet  de  chambre 
came  next  to  keep  him  up,  and  was  likewlfe  (hot  to  death  by 
his  fide ;  upon  which  he  fupported  himfelf  by  leaning  his 
hand  on  the  binacle  that  contained  the  compafs,  and  con- 
tinued the  fight  with  frefti  fury.  The  viftory  was  juft  up- 
on the  point  of  declaring  for  the  Malthtfe^  when  the  Turki/b 
commander  came  with  full  force,  and  itruck  his  prow  into 
the  capitann,  and  made  a  dreadful  gap  in  her. 

The  wind  chopping  immediately  to  the  Ibuth,  was  fol* 
lowed  by  a  fudden  ftorm,  which  quickly  parted  them,  and 
difperfed  the  refl.  The  commander  Javon^  captain  of  the 
St.  Pauf,  made  all  the  diligence  he  could  to  afHu  the  finking 
capitana,  and  faved  about  fifty  perfons,  among  whom  were 
the  admiral  Spinola^  and  fome  other  commanders.  His  ex- 
treme defire  of  faving  flill  more  of  them  from  the  flilpwrcck 

(N)   Innoccntio  XII.   optima  (if  rt<u.  ^^m./raterD.  Ktimon* 

C!f  JanBiJJimo   fontijici^   dtjjjdiis  dus    de    Roccafoull,    gn^^  {jT 

^•mpBfitis  inter  ecckfias^  turn  (ff  unammi  0mnnm  ^uBie  t9t  tattU^ue 

PMgiftraU  forum  exorth^  utriqui  beneficia  attrmtoti  dcdiiovity  an^ 


juribui  pie ftr'vatis^fluribus  com'     M.D.CJC*- 

mfndi4  Lhralifcr  r^ituti^^  #^, 
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made  him  tarry  fq  near  that  place,  that  his  pilot  was  forced 
to  aji^rife  him  of  the  extreme  daogbr  th6y  ran  ;  yet  all  in' 
yaiA^  yavon  being  more  intent  to  fave  others,  than  folicitous* 
about  his  own  life,  would  in  all  likelihood  have  pcriflicd,; 
had  not  the  violence  of  the  wind  driven  him  away  againft' 
his  will,  and  jM-efcrved  Jiim^from  the  fame  fate.  The  order 
loft,  either  in  the  fight  or  fhipwreck,  ho  lefs  than  2 1  knights 
and  $00  foldiers  and  flaves,  beiides  a  good  number  of  brave 
officers;  The  reft  of  the  fquadron  were  fcattercd  at  a  great 
diftance  fix)m  each  other ;  but  quickly  rejoined  at  Jugufia^ 
«nd  arrived  fafe  at  Maltha,  though  very  much  ihattered 
by  the  ftorm.    . 

The  news  of  this  difafter,  attended  with  fo  confiderable'j/M^/^ 
a  lofs,  deeply  alTedled  the  grand  mafter  ;  and   that  vthich' refi/ution 
more  fenfibiy  affiled  him  was,  to  fee  what  advantage  the  0/  the 
Turkyb  corfairs  had  gained  by  degrees  over  the  order,  and  i^o^ 
what  pnzes  they  were  continually  making  upon  the  Chriftian  ^'^^f^ 
merchants  ever  fince  the  order  had  difcontinued,  as  it  had  ^^^^. 
for  many  years,  the  maintaining  of  fome  ftout  men  of  wa%^*^**"^*  . 
to  keep  thofe  freebooters  in  awe,  and  contented  themfelves 
with  the  bare  keeping  up  of  a  fquadron  df  gallies  againft'     ^ 
them.     He  had  for  fome  time  entertained  a  defire  to  revive 
theold  cuftom,  but  feared  the  difficulty  of  gaining  the  con- 
leni;  of  the  order.     The  horrid  depredations  which  they 
now  made  on  thofe  feas,  the  number  of  families  ruined  by 
theQi,  and  the  vaft  .number  of  Chriftians  that  were  con- 
demned by  thofe^  pirates  to  a  molt  dreadful  flavery,  joined, 
without  doubt,  to  the  daily  complaints,  if  not  harfh  reflec-  '     ' 

tions,  which  were  made  on  an  order  which  had  been  for  fo 
many  centuries  the  bulwark  of  Chriftendom,  and  fecurity  of 
their  commerce,  was  now  become  a  cogent  motive  for  them' 
to  enter  into  his  views  ;  and  he  fucceeded  in  it  even  beyond 
his  expe^tbns,  as  foon  as  he  declared  his  defign  to  them. 
.  As  fqan,.  therefore,  as  he  had  gained  their  confent,  and 
raifed  a  proper  fund  for  it,  his  nes^t  care  was  to  commit  the- 
man^ment  of  it  to  fome  of  the  mofl  experieiiced  members 
of  the  order,  and  the  execution  of  it  to  fome  of  the  beft 
(hipwrights.  The  choice  of  the  former  fell  upon  a  knight 
of  the  family  of  St.  Peter  in  Normandy  ^  who  then  com- 
manded fome  French  veflels,  and  who,  by  his  fignal  f<?rvice8 
to  that  monarch,  had  been  advanced  to  the  command  of  the 
foot  foldiery  ;  and  it  is  to  that  worthy  commander  that  we 
arc  beholden  for  that  noble  projeft,  fo  highly  approved  by 
mofl  Chriflian  princes,  and  fince  printed  among  his  brother 
the  abbot  of  St.  Peter^s  works,  for  utterly  extirf^ating  the 

vibok  n^Jl  ^  Barbary  corfairs^  and  which  was  dofely  fol- 
lowed 
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loved  br  tbt  grand  m^fter.    la  the  fiimf /ear  the  brave 

commander  Javout  Utely  mentioned,  wa$  uoiortuDately  caft 

away  with  his  (hip  the  St,  Peter ^  which  ilruck  among  the 

rockis  of  the  (ball  IflaDd  of  OJirica.   He  wag  drowa'd,  with 

three  knights,  and  about  70  other  perfpns,  but  the  reft  wero 

faved  by  the  other  g^es* 

A  Urge         I^   ^^  y^^  following  the  Malthefe  fquadroQ*  coaftiog 

frixMtahn  along  the  Barbary  Ihore»  mef^^th  the  great  foltaoa  Binghcu^ 

frem  the     carrying  80  guns  and  300  f(^ier3«     They  engaficd  her  with 

Turks,      their  ulual  bravery,  and  met  with  a  fuitable  reuftance ;  the 

1701.  Combat  was  long  and  furious^  and  bad  coA  a  sreat  number 
of  lives  before  the  knights  could  make  themf^ves  inaftcrs 

.  of  her.  Upon  her  being  brought  to  Mtdtb^y  the  gr^nd 
mafter  ordered  her  flag  to  be  hung  up  in  the  church  of  5/, 
John  d'Aix,  the  birth-place  of  the  commander  Ricard^  who 
had  firft  boarded,  and  had  the  greateft  fliare  in  taking  her* 

1702.  in  order  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  that  nobk  a£lion.  Sooa 
after  this  the  ujnadron  fet  fall  again  towards  the  coails  of 
Barbary^  and  advanced  as  far  as  the  GoUtta^  or  citadel  jpi 
^unis,  and  brought  away  from  ^thence  a  large  Turk^/h  vcflelr 
and  a  brlgantine,  with  the  lofs  only  of  one  koight  and  fotsr 
foldiers.  In  the  fame  year  Philip  V.  bavltig  fucceeded  to  the 
aown  of  Spain  by  the  death  of  Charles  II.  confirmed  aU  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  the  order  within  bis  dominioQ5»  a« 
did  alfo  dlement  XI.  who  had  fucceeded  hingceM  XI^,  at 
Rotne^  by  a  new  brief. 

Anetmhaf'  ^^^  grand  prior  of  England  was  fent  in  the  following 
jytothi  y^^^  ^^  *  congratulatory  ambaffy  to  the 'new  popo,  with 
nenu  pope,  order  to  obtain  from  him  a  regulation  about  the  pretenGou$ 

1703.  of  the  grand  inquifitor  of  Maltha^  to  a  greater  jmifdifiioa 
than  was  confident  with  the  privileges  of  xhe  order.  The 
court  of  Rome,  according  to  cuftom,  fpun  out  the  conteJtt  Hr 
c'onddcrable  time,  but  it  was  at  length  decided  by  that  pontic 
to  the  fatisfaftion  of  the  order. 

In  the  year  1706,  the  admiral  St*  Peter,  at  the  head  9L 
his  fquadron,  failing  into  the  Levant,  encountered  three 
vefTels  from  Tunis,  richly  laden.  One  of  his  gallieSt  naooed 
the  St.  James,  having  lofl  its  mainmaft  in  the  engagement,  and 
being  rorced  to  retire,  the  St.  John  came  forwards,  and  at« 
tacked  and  took  the  Turkifb  admiral  of  $0  guns,  and  370 
foldiers,  whilft  the  reft  of  the  TSirkiJb  veflels  made  all  the 
fail  they  could  from  the  Mfiltheje,  This  prize,  being  brought 
to  Maltha,  was  foon  after  converted  into  a  galley  of  the  or- 
der, and  added  to  the  fquadron,  under  the  name  of  the  Italy 
Cro/s.  On  the  following  year,  the  commander  Langon,  be* 
'7^7*    ing  ordered  to  convey  a  fupplyof  ammunition,  in  the  St^ 

Peter^ 


Pfttr^  %o  the  dty  of  Qran^  which  was  in^ftfH  by  tht  w^i^^-> 
rine  ^t,  coininaad^d  by  t^eir  b^,  £pugbt  bi9  M^y  tlvo* 
the  iQ^ft  of  tbe  fij:e  tb«y  m«dc  Hp^a  him  00  bothfides^ 
aod,  with  that  Qiie  galley  oJF  fifty  gufs,  penfir^tcd  through 
the  midft  of  them  ioto  f he  plgce,  %f^^  conveyed  the  vUhcd* 
for  fpficour  ii4o  it ;  for.  which  b^  ^¥M  ^"HW^  tp  the  poft  of 
lieatec^nt-geoerfti  of  the  fqii^df on,  a^d  comnuiader  of  the 
Alakbe&  fleet,  ' 

In  the  year  17089  the  kipg  of  j[[Mii»  wrofb  a  ftry  preffing 
letter  to  the  grancl  ipaAeri  defiriog  him  to  fend  fome  farther 
fiio0pi}r$  into  that  pty,  with  which  he  readily  complied ; 
bat  whilft  the  {Reparations  were  makiag  for  it,  nevs  was  Oran 
broQght,  thai  the  I'Mtks  had  q»ade  themfelvee  maAers  of  x^B^takeu: 
pbce,  which  put  a  ftop  to  that  cQQvoy.    The  news  of  the 
I0&  of  that  iinportaot  place  was  foon  foUcvwed  by  iateUIgeactt 
of  z,  vafl  annai)[ient  which  ^ai  carrying  on  at  CotifiantinopU^ 
aad  was  commofily  fuppofed  ta  be  designed  againft  the^  ifle 
of  Maltha  ;  both  which  fo  deeply  affefted  the  grand  mtfter, 
that  he  was  quicidy  after  i^nj^  with  a  fevere  fit  of  the  gout, 
attepded  with  a  vipIeQt  .fever,  which  would  not  permit  hhn 
to  attead  to  aoy  public  afi&irs  for  %  day  or  rwa    On  the- 
third,  finding  himfelf  a  little  better,  he  acquitted  himf<^ 
of.&meof  his  lateobliga^9  to  th0  pope,  by  beftowicg 
the  commaadery  qf  Viterbo  on  hl9  pephew  Jhxandpr  AUani. 
Fiodii^  himfelf  recover  ftrepgth  by  degraea,  he  applied 
hitnfeu  again  to  bilfiaefa  with  hi$  ufval  diligence,  efpecialiy 
about  Quaking  preparations  againil  (he  Turkijb  arnument,   , 
which,  he  was  pow  informed,  confifted  of  20  fQltana3  and 
40  gaUies,  and  a  propprtiopable  number  of  forces.  His  firft 
care  was,  to  fend  lor  the  aiTiilaaceof  the  pope,  and  other* 
Chriftian  powers ;  his  holinefs  difpatched  to  Um  iipmedi^ 
ately  one  of  his  tartaoa  laden  with  powder,  and  other  war*  * 
like  ammonition,  againft  a  fi^e,  and  1 50  foldiers,  with  a 
promife  of  fending  him  in  a  little  time  a  much  more  confider- 
able  reinforoent.    His  other  ambafladors  returned  like^fe 
from  France  and  BpiUn  with  freOi  fupplies  of  troops  and  am^ 
muaitioa ;  and  the  whole  amount  of  thoie  forces,  upon  a  re- 
view, were  found  to  xonfiflof  10,000  efieitive  men,  well 
armed  and  dtfciplined,  and  aQ  of  them,  as  weU  as  their  of- 
ficers, fully  refolved  upon  a  brave  defence. 

Thi9  vaft  pretended  armament  appeared  foon  after  to  7!^^ Turk. 
confift  only  of  five  Turki/h  foltanas,  which  came  to  join  i^i  orma" 
other  veflels  at  Tunis  and  Trf^^/i ; 'which  made  the  grand  *'*'''«^«*« 

Kfter  fufpeft  that  their  firfl  attempt  would  fall  upon  xYiifi^^^^^ 
nd  of  G^a  \  upon  which  he  immediately  difpatched  fome 
i(  his  bell  ivK^  .^^hcr «  togeihtr  with  aU  othea  necef&ries 

for 
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for  Its  defence,  whilft  the  brave  grand  prior  of  MeJJtna^ 
lately  mentioned,  was,  at  his  earncft  requeft,  notwithftand- 
ing  his  extreme  old-age,  nonlinated  to  go  and  command' 
them,  in  conjunflion  with  general  Langoni  and  the  com- 
mandef  Mountfort^  governor  of  the  ifland. 

All  thefe  preparations,  together  with  the  repairs  which 

had  been  lately  ma<5e  to  its  fortifications,  which  were  not, 

in  all  likelihooJ,  unknown  to  the  Twr^x,  did  fo  far  difcou- 

rage  them  from  'making  any  attempt  upon  it,  that  they  con-, 

tented  themfelves  with  fetting  fire  to  fome  Malthefe  veflch 

and  houfes  they  found  along  the  coafts;  after  which  they 

failed  back  dircftly  for  the  Levant.     This  fudden  retreat  did 

not  hinder  the  grand  mailer's  finifhing  thofe  magazines  which 

his  predeceffor  had  begun,  and  filling  them  with  all  forts  of 

ftores  both  for  the  war  and  the  mouth  ;  by  which  means  tic 

ifland  begun  again  to  enjoy  a  better  commerce,  and  greater 

abundance,  than  it  had  done  for  a  confiderable  time  before. 

A  rumour  being  afterwards  fpread,  that  the  four  fdl tanas,  and ' 

a  brigantine,  were  gone  to  make  a  defcent  on  the  coafts  of 

Calabria^  the  grand  maf^er  forthwith  ordered  the  fquadron^ 

to  fail  away  under  the  condud):  of  the   commander  fl> 

Ttgny. 

Florigny       He  had  not  made  above  three  days  fail  before  he  perceived' 

lums  tnv9  a  large  veflel,  which,  upon  clofer  infpeftion,  proved  the  Ca- 

nmjfels       pitana  of  Tripoii,  commanded  by  a  famdd  corfair,  named 

from  Tri-  Bafba'M'Anbulla'Ogli'StamboU^  carrying  5  6  large  pieces,  and 

poll.  40  patereroes,  and  about  600  men.     This  was  followed  by 

a  tartane  of  1 2  pieces  and  30  patereroes,  commanded  by 

Mohammed  Ogli  Cafdali,  who,  in  fpite  of  his  general's  orders, 

rcfolved  to  Aiftafn  the  attack  of   the  Malthefe  fquadron. 

Langon,  who  commanded  the  St,  JameSy  began   the  onfct 

with  fuch  a  brifk  and  continued  fire,  that  he  quickly  fet  the 

whole  rigging  of  both  Turki/b  vefTels  in  an  univerial  blaze ; 

the  enemy,  not  being  able  to  quench  it,  jumped  into  the  water 

in  the  utmoft  confternation,  but  were  for  the  moft  part  faved 

by  the  Malthefe  long-boats,  which  came  on  all  fides  to  their  af- 

fiftance ;  and,  amongft  them,  took  up  the  Rais,  or  commander 

of  the  foltana  of  Tripoli,  and  about  50  Chriflian  captives,  to 

whom  they  gave  their  liberty,  and  about  400  TurHs,  whom 

they  carried  off  prifoners.     The  Malthefe  loft  only  one  knight 

and  five  foldiers  in  this  engagement.     All  the  refl  of  thc^ 

Turks,  except  the  400  above-mentioned,  perifhed,  as  well 

as  the  two  veflbls.     After  this  combat,  the  commander  2^'«- ' 

gon  failed  towards  the  coafts  of  Spain,  and,  in  his  way,  tnet 

with  the  Capitana  of  Algiers,  which  mounted  50  gnns,  and 

had  500  men  on  board.    A  fierce  engagement  cafued,  which 
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lafted  ibme  hours ;  neither  did  the  Algerinis  yield  till  all  their 
officers  were  flaia.  But  this  yi£tory  proved  a  dear  one  to 
the  order,  by  the  death  of  the  hrave  Langon,  an  officer  o£ 
great  courage  and  conduft,  who  loll  hisflife  in  the  engage- 
ment. His  body  was  conveyed  to  Carthagena^  and  interred 
imder  the  great  altar  of  the  cathedral;  after  which  the 
gratid  mailer  ordered  an  epitaph  to  be  engraven  on  a  fepul- 
chral  monument,  fet  up  in  memory  of  him  in  the  church  of 
St.  John  in  the  new  city  of  Vaietta^ 

In  the  following  3'ear  the  grand  mafler,  not  having  beea 
able  to  receive  any  fupplies  of  corn  from  Sicily^  according 
to  the  treaty,  the  viceroy  obAinately  refufing  it,  fent  fome 
of  his  galiies  into  the  Levant y  which  returned  foon  after  la- 
den with  it,  and  put  a  happy  end  to  the  fcarcity  which  had 
prevailed  in  the  iiland  above  a  year. 

This  year  t\ic  Malthefe  inquilltor,  notwithilanding  the.   i^u. 
pope's  regulations  concerning  his  jurifdidlion,  begun  afre(h7i&^/i>//i 
to  make  fome  encroachments  on  the  infirmary  of  the  order,  inquifitor 
and  took  upon  him  to  enter  it  in  quality  of  viiitor,  accom-^^^^^^'-r 
panied  with  fome  of  his  officers,  whom  he  fent  to  viCt  feve-O""^*'^ 
rai  apartments  of  the  palace.     The  commander  Avernes^^^^^^^^' 
the  then  grand  infirmary,  was  no  fooner  informed  of  the  in- 
fnlt  done  in  defiance  of  theftatutes^  than  he  came  in  perfon, 
and  forthwith  drove  them  out  of  the  apartment.     The  in- 
quiiitor  not  only  complained  of  the  oppofition  offered  to  his 
officers,  but  entered  .a  proteft  againfl  it  as  null,  and  done 
againfi  his  authority  ;  and,  by  that  prefumptuous  flcp,  laid 
the  foundation  for  a  frefh  contefl  with  the  grand  mafler,. 
which  he  was  in  hopes  would  be  decided  more  in  his  favour 
than  the  former  had  been.     The  grand  mafler  was  again 
obliged  to  fend  two  ambafladors,  the  one  to  Romcy  to  com- 
plain  to  his  holinefs  of  the  infolence  of  his  inquifitor,  and 
the  other  to  the  French  court,  to  dcfire  his  majeily  to  inter-  ^ 
pofe  his  good  offices  with  his  holinefs  to  put  an  efFedlual  flop 
to  the  infraflions  made  by  that  miniiler  upon  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  the  order  °*«     Upon  the  memorial  pre^nted  to. 
that  monarch  by  the  infirmary  himfelf,  Lewis  XIV.  immedi- 
ately wrote  to  the  pope  in  the.  moil  prefling  terms  :  but  the. 
inquifitor  had  by  this  time  given  the  order  frefh  caufe  of  dif- 
.  content,  by  the  frequent  patents  he  had  granted  to  feveral 
IMaltheJe^  by  which  he  pretended  to  exempt  them  from  their 
obedience  to  the  grand  mafler,  their  la^vful  fovereign.  Againfl. 
thefe  the  commander  Zondodariy  his  ambafTador  extraordi- 
nary, made  fome  very  prefling  complaints,  the  fmall  fuccefs 

■ 

"  Vide  Memorial  prefented  to  Lewis  XIV.  17x2. 
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•f  Krhkh  dkl  but  pl^ltily  fh^W  that  ih^  {H^fif  1N»  Mltb«r 
.  igQMmf  of,  ttof  diflatisfied  with,  the  proceedings  of  (he  itt^ 
quifitor,  and  his  rribuiial. 
^713.  '  YST  did  not  ril  thefe  joft  cothplaint^  Sitecmr^t  him  frotte 
wrkifig  preffingly  to  the  grand  matter  the  Vcjry  ftext  year,  for 
fhe  affiftance  of  (omt  gaOies  of  the  order  to  t6iAfi  siftd  r^pflfy 
th<s  frequeflt  excurTions  of  the  infideh  on  fhe  coafts  of  Itd/^, 
trhere  they  made  very  cofifiderable  prizes,'  and  commtttiBd 
dreadful  outrages,  befides  carrying  off  great  niidibers  df  ia- 
Itabita^ts  into  flavery. 

>  In  the  fame  year  AdridH  Ldrtgoftf  a  near  rebtita  df  fhe 
lirave  warrior  Litely  liientiofied^  who  now  coiftHianded  the 
Si,  Catherine^  being  on  hid  crmfe  in  tliefe  feas,  attacked  the 
Atgerint  fquadf  on,  conMing  of  feren  gsdlies,  which  he  put 
to  flight,  except  one  called  the  Ha^<-imoni  of  40  guns  atxl 
400  men,  which  he  boarded  and  took;  thirty-fijc  Cbi^an 
flaires,  who  rowed  is  it,  were  fet  at  liberty  hj  him,  aod  % 
gre&tiiiimb^  df  Ttir^^i  Oain,  and  the  reft  made  prifotKlrfy 
*  with  the  lofs  of  only  fcven  men. 

1714.        Iw  the  next  year  he  attacked  a  ftont  Algtfine  eorfalt  of  'Jftf 
gObs  and  500  men,  near  the  illes  of  HUres,  and  fonght  wiill 
faim  near  fix  hours,  without  being  aUe  to  fdrCe  him  to  fitf « 
reader,  tho^  be  ihot  away  his  main^mafV;  and  kiHed  a  grett 
mutiy  of  hia  men ;  fo  that,  to  prerent  his  ef<^pe,  he  was 
oUiged  to  fink  him,  by  which  only  two  Ghtlftifalis  aifd  fita 
Turks  could  be  faved  out  of  the  whole  cr6w.     He  eoak 
food  after  another  BarbafycotUir,  xmt  of  which  he  made  pS 
of  the  crew  captitts. 
Gnrnt  pre-     ALL  this  while  the  Soltan  Was  caf  ry)f^  oft  it  vitR  armtfttettf 
farations   jit  Confiantinopk  with  more  diligence  than  before.     The 
«f  the       grand  malter,  flill  apprehending  that  it  was  defigned  agstfift 
Porte.       Mdthd,  fent  his  ftrmnions  all  round  to  the  knights,  to  re|*rir 
thither  with  their  ufisal  arms  and  retinue,  whilft  he  was  tsketf 
^  tip  at  home  in  putting  it  Itt  t  cofidifiofi  df  defence.    tJp6n  re* 
Geiyin]|  his  fttmmons,  moA  df  thofe  knights  atkd  conmviihfer^ 
if  ifpened  in  feverai  parts  df  Entifpe^  made  A\  the  pf  dpei'  pns* 
JIaratidns  td  repair  to  the  convent.     Some  who,  by  reafen  of 
dld*age,  ihfirmities,  or  othef  impediments^  eouM  dot  ^petf 
in  perfoii,  refigned  the  revehues  of  thdr  refpeftire  prdlir<< 
rirefits  toWardi  the  expence  of  the  war,  .whilil  others,  ih</ 
liof  lefs  infirtft  taxA  difabled,  did  yet  omfe  themfclves  to  b6 
'  tf  afifported  thither  to  affift  the  reft  at  le^ft  with  their  adrtce. 
Many  of  thofe  that  were  unable  to  contribute  to  the  pufaiier 
cXpence,  elthier  as  being*  yef  i^  their  tKwiciate,  or  without  afrjf 
preferment,  did  yet  fignalize  their  zeal,  by  becoming  fureties 
ior  a  variety  of  large  fuma  that  were  contraftcd  by  the  order 
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{(Mr  the  pfoewiftg  of  arittl,  Aofttmnitioft,  ted  other  f!ecd&r{ei, 
for  a  gitUaat  d«feflc«.  The  grand  mafter,  over  and  abote  dl 
thofe  eootrilHiHofi9^  ;drew  cbe  fum  of  1 50,000  crowns  out  of 
diepaMe  -ireafvry,  and  borMiwtd  a  iHueh  larger  fum,  by  he^p 
of  which  he  provided  the  ifland  with  every  thing  that  could 
be  thought' wanting  for  a  vigorous  oppc^tion  againft  {o  for- 
midable a  power.  To  aH  thefe  preparations  the  pope  con*- 
tributed  a  fmall  ooiBber  of  men  and  gallies,  together  with  a 
full  power  to  levy  money  ob  the  ecclefiaftic  ftate. 

Whilst  thefe  precantiooa  were  taldng  at  Maltha,  an  nn*  J  Tark- 
kaown  perfon  arrived  there,  ai  a  good  A{pe(i,  who  olikredi^>^ 
his  fervices  to  the  grand  mafteraa  an  engineer,  and  gave  fnch  ^^^^' « 
proofs  of  an  nnccMWion  ftiB  is  miKtary  archtted^nre,  that  the  '^'^^  ^f 

Eland  mafter  made  no  fcriiple  to  accept  erf"  them,  Mi  to  let^^-^"* 
m  take  a  fall  fnrvey  of  the  chief  fortifications  of  the  ifland/'"'"^'''- 
efpecially  of  the  city  of  fW#//4,  which  he  did  wit h  moch  ex-    '  ^ '  ^"^ 
^itDck  and  jodgm^f,  in  company  with  fome  of  the  -  icnights 
who  had  been  depated  to  attend  him.    Medifappeared  two 
flays  after,  to  their  great  furprife^  whkh  gave  them  jtift  rea- 
jcm  to  fufpeA  him  to  have  been  a  fpy  fent  from  the  Porte  to 
take  an  exaft  view  of  the  fiate  and  ftrengch  of  the  ifland, 
and  confirmed  their  appreheniions  tliat  tlie  Turkijb  armament. 
was  defigoed  a^nft  it.     To  be  fnlly  iattsfied  about  it,  the 
grand  malter  refolved  to  ^patch  fome  trofty  and  expert  per- 
(oft  fa  Conftantmopky  to  gain  the  beft  inteliigence  he  cotild  of 
.die  defign  of  thofe  prcporatkxis. 

Hs  jriltched  upon  a  wealthy  merchant,  named  Andrew  Fe* 
rah,  a  native  of  Provence,  whom  he  fent  thither  in  a  fhip 
tkldy  laddn  with*  a  variety  of  merchandizes.  Feran  landed 
ftrft  at  N^apoti  de  Bomnma,  capital  of  the  M&rea,  whiere  he  ' 
itas  informed  by  the  captain-general  of  the  Venetians,  that 
'iBae  Tutkijb  armament  was  defigned  againft  his  rcpoblxc ;  and. 
Upon  his  faQing  throngh  thtDardan^h,  be  received  the  news 
rf  the  Porte'%  liaving  declared  war  againft  the  Venetians. 
Vpofi  his  arrival  at  Conjfantinopk,  he  applied  himfelf  to  the 
Pr^clk  ambaflador,  the  count  etAUetirs,  and  pnt  himfdf  nn* 
der  his  protedion,  tnA  was  by  him  more  fully  aflbred  of  ail 
tke  foltan's  defigns.  All  this  while  numbers  of  knights  and 
commanders  of  the  order  arrived  at  Maltha,  and  brought 
whh  tfaem  volunteers,  forces,  ^mftitmition,  and  other  kind$ 
«f  feppiies,  which  the  grand  maftcr  made  ufe  of  to  reioforct 
bsTcfintdfon,  aod  fent  it  to  join  that  qf  the  pope  atid  the 
Venetian  fleet.  "WTiilft  thefe  wcfe  at  fea,  Veran  returned 
from  Chnftantinople,  and  bformed  tlie  council,  that,  from  all 
ke  had  been  able  tt>  learn  or  obfef ve,  dither  the  grand  ffgnor 
never  deQgned  that  armament  againft  Maltha,  or,  if  he  ei'er 

did. 


336  Tbe  Rotary  of  MaWKu  B.  XVIII 

did,  he  was  fince  diverted  from  it  by  this  iD&)nn«tio&  he  had 

received  of  the  ilate  of  defence  which. the  grand  mafter  had 
takea  care  to  put  the  ifland  ia,  and  of  the  number  <^  kniglus 
and  other  forces  which  came  flocking  to  bid  ailiftance  finom 
all  parts  of  Chridendom, 

1716.  .  In  the  following  year  the  Venetians  failed  not  to  apply  to 
the  grand  mailer  for  fre(h  fuccoars  againft  .the  Turks  \  upon 
which  he  ordered  five  large  veflels,  and  fome  cailies,  to  ^ 
out  to  their  afliftance.  Thefe  Bteeting  with  tome  Barbary 
corfairs,  gave  phace  to  them,  and  took  one  of  the  largeft,  of 
54  guns  and  500  men,  and  brpught  her  to  MakbUy  together 
with  feveral  laicks  laden  with  all  forts  of  provUioa.  Soon 
after  this  a  cpnteft  arofe  among  the  conimanders  of  the  atixi^ 
liary  fguadrons,  which  was  like  to  Jiave  had  fome  daogerons 
confequence,  when  his  holinefs  was  pleafed  to  put  an  ei&Aiial 
end  to  it,  by  declaring  the  Makhefe  admiral  his  lieutenant* 
general.  After  thi$  the  Malthefs  iquadron  fell  oq  feveral 
Turkijb  veflels  laden  with  variety  of  rich  merchandize,  and 
carried  them  off  tq  Corfu^  where  he  found  the  commaiider 
Langon^  who  was  admiral  of  the  pope's  gsdlies,  and  who,  on 

I  bis  part,  had  been  no  lefs  fuccefsful  againft  the  Turks^  from 

whom  he  had  taken  a  confiderable  number  of  veflels* 

1^1  J.'  .  In  the  foUqwing  year  the  fquadron  iet  fail  from  Malthat 
reinforced  by  two  frigates,  and  fome  other  light  veflels^  iff 
order  to  join  the  confederate  fleet ;  and,  in  their  way,  funk  a 
large  Turkifb  vcflel,  after  a  fierce  engagement  on  both  fides, 
but  faved  a  gf-eat  part  of  the  men  by  the  help  of  diofe  light 
veflels,  and  made  them  prifoners.  Soon  after  which  the  au« 
xillary  forces  had  a  fierce  engagement  with  the  TuriSt  in 
which  the  latter  were  fo  terribly  treated,  that  they  betook 
themfelves  to  a  fpeedy  flight,  after  a  combat  of  two  hourSf 
fuftalned  on  both  fides  with  great  obftinacy*  The  Mahhcfi 
admiral  Ds  Bellefontaine^  who  commanded  the  w^oie  fleet, 
behaved  in  that  engagement  with  fuch  conduA  and  braveryt 
that  he  was  received,  on  his  arrival  at  Matthuf  with  the 
greatefl:  marks  of  honour  and  diflinAion  by  the  grand 
mafler. 

1718.  The  next  year  produced  little  that  is  worth  recording; 
the  grand  mafler  had  indeed  reinforced  the  fquadron  with 
the  large  galley  called  the  St.  John^  and  they  aAually  fitiied 
out  at  the  ufual  time,  and  jpined.tht  confederates ;  but  the 
Turkijb  courage  was  fo  efieAually  cooled  by  this  time,  ^^ 
they  did  not  care  to'^ve  them  a  frefli  occafion  of  fignaliziog 
themfelves  againft  them.  In  the  fame  year  the  pope  ho* 
noured  the  natura)  foa  of  the  kiog  of  ?daxid  with  die  crofs 
of  the"  order. 

*     ^  -      This 
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J    This  yeif  produced  oolhkig  confideraUe^  e9l»:ept  foote     i7K9«: 
.{MToes  whkh  tbe  MaUh^  fquftdiiOD  took  from  the  7&r^x  ;  two 
•of  vhicb  were  richly  huleo  for  Cpfifiantin^k,  md  on  board 
ajfiother  was  the  buCha  of  Rmtkof  vnxix  bis.  whole  family^ 
boand  for  NeaffoU  de  Romanui. 

Tl»  next  year  was  remarkable  for  the  demtfe  of  the  grand    1 7  ao; 
aqfi^er  Jtajmrnd  Pu^Uqs  4e  RpccafmU^  who  died  of  extreme 
olid*age»  accompanied  with  a  lingering  difeafe,  under  which 
jhe  had  kbotired  above  a  year,  aiter  a  gloiious  reign  of  near       *    ' 
iwenty-cwo  years^  during  which  he  beftowed  flUoft  of  hii\ 
tiaie.aiid  care  in  fbrtifyiag  Makha  and  Gaja  with  variety  of 
works,  ia  botiduig  <^  ma^izines,  arfenab,  and  other  pubHc 
fsdjfifes,  in  making  a  neceflary  proviiion  for  the  widows  and 
children  of  thofe  of  his  forces  who  diod  at  fea  or  in  the  war, 
and  ia  aU  otbi^  public  afts  which  could  add  ftrcngth  to  the 
iflfod,  and  a  luftre  to  the  order. 

Hs  was  fucceeded  by  M^rk  Anthony  ZwAdarii  a  native  63.  Maik 
\&  Sienoy  and  of  an  illuftrious  family,  who  had  bten  fome  Anthony 
fears  before  fbnt  ambaflador  to  tht  court  of  R»me  by  his  pre-  ?^^'. . 
deceflbr,  *  to  complain  to  the  pope  of  the  infoknce  and  en- 
oroachmeots  of  his  inqnifitors  at  Maltha^    The  general  joy. 
which  accompanied  his'ele£iion^  was  foon  after  increafed  by 
the  fnocefs  which  his  fquadroa  met  with  agamft  the  corfairs 
iofBarbary,  two  of  the  largeA  of  which  were  brought  into 
the  port,  andy  not  long  afcer,  were  followed  by  the  Algiriruk 
admiral  of  80  gnns  and  500  foldiers.    In  the  fame  year  tfae> 
new  grand  mafter  obtained  a  brief  from  the  pope,  by  which 
every  kn^ht  of  the  order,  who  had  300  \xnt^^er  annum^ 
was  obliged  to  maintain  one  ibldier  at  his  own  expence,  for 
tfa^  k&untf  oi  the  ifland;  but  we  do  not  find  that  it  pro*. 
duced.  any  ei&ft,  . 

Ta»  Malthefi  fquadron  under  the  command  of  the  brave  Adrian 
Adrian  Langm,  wtho  was  fent,  at  the  defire  of  the  king  of  LangonV 
Spain^  to  cruUie  aloi^  his  coaft$»*  was  no  lefs  fuccefsful  againftySrrr^  at 
the  Barbary  corfairs.     They  b^n  with  chafing  one  of  their y^^* 
galliots  on  the  coaAs  of  Sardinia^   but   this    proving  too     ^7^^* 
brifk  a  failor  for  them,  they  only  retook  a  pink  from  it  be- 
longing to  the  Chriftians,  which  had  been  forced  to  furren- 
der  to  it  a  few  days  before.    Soon  after  thi^  the  St.  Jobn^ 
commanded  by  the  admiral,  took  an  Algfirine  of  40  guns  and 
350  xnen,  after  an  obftinate  fight  of  an  hour,  by  which 
about  ao  Chriftian  fiaves  were  fet  at  liberty,  and  250  JIge* 
rirui  were  chmed  to  the  oars.    The-  next  that  fietl  in  their 
way  was  the  fquadron  of  Tunis,  confifting,   among  others^ 
of  the  P^rona^  the  Borcupina,  and  the  Cajdtana.    The  two 
former  of  which,  taking  advaat^n  ^  ii  darl^  night,  gairt  them  * 
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hat  the  kft  of  them,  aiki  ihe  Pvtc&pine,  v/^  obH^  to 
ionwdtfT}  aft«r  bavkig  ftood  ft^coiiiliitial  lir^tfi  vbo  «if  the 
tiodb  at  flight.  Above  ja  ChriAha  Oaves  gaitntd  tIrtAr  li^ 
berty  by  thsLt  prize ;  and  the  Arxx^  anc^  iMtkmr  of  the  com- 
.  .  Mfet^yjf&siif^ftrncltfbcbageMMl  terror  ameng  ^  ^^r- 
fo^  coxfai^s,  that  they  du«d  fl<H  to  lUr  Mt  ef-^heA: 

t7tj.  Ik  .  the  fbUooridg  ye^  the-grati^  ttafter^  ^Mi4to  hatf  been 
ofliAedi 'wkU  a  g^aagretie^  id- h)s  boivek  abo>l«  (be  Ikiofitb^,  e^« 
l^hedoa  the  i6th  ol  fMcj  An  tfie.  64th  yem*  ^f  ld«  nge,  tad 

Sef  *tts  gdveromeiit^  greatly  lamented  by  the  order  imd 
fii»u^«if;i>priin:es,  on  accoont  of  Ma^esemfdoryo  pSBtf  aQl 
excwtfive  charity  I  Mi-  bii^  Arett«oo»  appttoattoii  ki  letting 
the  IflaAd.  id  a  bcJtte^i^oAiMJ^'Of  defenee  thaa  It  had  ever  beeii 
in  before,  and  in  reftoring,  ^yfrtli-bj  hf^c9iMi}^le«8bi»  ta» 
«•    «     .  thoiity^  the  aa^at  dMc^ne  and  pri^rileget  dF  t&i  order, 

both  in  cfaurd  and  ilate. 

6a  An        ^^  ^'^  ftmeeded  by  Dt>a  .«i«Mfo  Mimutldi*9VIKfW,  A 

conio  Ma-'^^^'S^  of  the  CdftiOof^pHigii^  a  perfoh  of>alv  Uttt^MMio 

nuel  de     ^^>  whahad,  by  hi»  vabnr  atid  met  it)  g^dftally  |iM!l4 

Vilhena.   through  all  the  Other  digaities  of  the  order^  iftd  ^«%i  ^ei^ 

fedUy  wdl  aoqtmtated  xvitfe  all  ^o  intereftt  and*  niastal^^f'fti 

The  Iflaad  bdog  lUU  in  danger  ftoia  the  TiHit'/^  <he*made  it 

his  fiiil  care  tocomidete  the  fordfkations  ^vhich  hti  piede^ 

oeSbn  left-  unfiniflied,  and  to^  add  fotte  others  whene  thef 

ivaie  diooght  WaMlhig,  efpecially  onthe-pellihAla  efiVfir&t 

J^httMa,  which  fttll  lay  To  e9tpd(ed  td  the  aUtacks-of  die 

Tm'hi  that  they  YiiightdsififyhatHB  made  themfekes  ttaftdrt 

of  it,  and  by  that- means  have  faeitltated  their  atteftfpts  'od 

the  adjacent  works.    On  that  he  ordered  a  flout  ne^-fort  td 

be  en^ed,  called  by  him  Fort  MmuH.    Whikft*  thl»  ^iTas 

ooi^rttifKng,  he  ilTtted  oot  an  order,  that  all  khigh^  >«%(> 

had  amined-  tht  age  of  t^tieteen,  flioold  repair  to  him'^tl» 

■     tfaeir^  pit)per  arms  and  retlnnei  in  order  to  be  rok^  tooppefe 

the  litrht^  in  cafe  the  armament  that  was  cariying  on^t^Skii-c 

Jinntinoffh  ftiould  be  defigned  ag^hinft  their  Ulted,  as  !t-^eall]p 

pnned  to  be. 

.  It  mufl  be  here  obfen^,  that  idi  thde  vaft^repttmiete 
at  die  P&rti  were  made  at  riie  inftigatioa  of  a  7ttrJ(^  iiamed' 
HmUj  who  had  been  a  flave  at  MaUm  a  confiderable-iMmber 
0t  years,  and  had  afterwards  fenred^^mon^^ie^mariMs/and; 
having  noqoired  great  favour  with  the  MMh^  knights,  hiad 
been  rai  fed  to  be  chief  mafta*  of  the'  Turkf/i  (laves.  71^ 
man  did  I^Uhammid  EffmA  redeem  to  his  atitf^  at  Mt&ba, 
ui  his  ivaj  to  f^^atuiej  wUther  he  was  feat  MabedaddT^  and 
-  brought 


imrif^  baick  isf  him  to  e^mtiirw^h;^  w)ffrelM»MaRiied 

4li«  owiiflcrsof  Ihe  PorUof  ike  ftaie  of  that  ifltod,  aiKl  of 

:lkit  ordtti,  yirnk  the  gr«ae  nuidicr:  of  fyfkglb  oaptivef  of  ^ 

m£  nifiog  a  goDcrsd  rctedt  aaion^ theni/  if  aftoper  ammj^t 
,wmm9dt  t»  ftir^fe  Ae  Mbad,  .tkia)r  b(fag  diardflkioh  mctte 
jMttmrQiK  dam  the  iahabi^Qts^ 

By  thefe  remonftranctohue  aafilfobt^bed  a  fqaadvoii  of  tm 
jam  «f  ter;  xknamandad  by  JUiCk^tm;  whtob  be  told 
.'fbitm  VDiiAd  ba  fufficis^  to  aQeoiDplifl&  the  ^dafigDy  as  tbejf 
'IrooU  faaveoQifaiag  to  do  bvt  apfisar  &efi»e  the  ifboU,  wkttfe 
•1^  iMBld  fitad  aH  the  flapos  up  ia  arms.  An&ivas  attowvl  ^ 
MiiAQQQq)a*y  them  Ml  this  eq^cdidoiiywidithp  ofca**' 
tdiir;  and  tlfae  fi|iKKfio&  At  fiiil  aooopfibgiy  t^Mtklm}  yW 
^thttir.defigaF  ha^  not  bete  kapt  fo  fecrat  at  the  Boru^  bat 
i^  gi:3tMl  aniAer  had  iatelligeace- tiaie  eixnigb  tt>  fhtftcaiaiL 
hj  the  catia  be  tMt  to  baVe  ali  the  ilave^  ebifeljr  ftcoaa^ 
and  pDt  out  of  a  eooditioa  to  aafwcp  tbeb  ead;  fa  liufjt 
jrhQa'>  the  l^urMJ^  fquadron  appeared  befoMt  fibe  iil^,  att 
thair  JHoftilUos  teroninaaBd  la  £ne  fe#  difelMTgea  of  dju^  aiv. 
Jilknr^w  both  fide^*;  affer  which  d»f  prefe&tly'Detaticd,  only 
Abdi  Cafitan^  the  oonmuuider  of  k,  took  emia  to  hsdm  the 
jbUMIlDg.ktftcr  ocxHWjrtd  to  die  giW  nulfter : 

<^  Tte^  obief,iif  die  iOimdof  JUofr^  tfaecfieett  ef  Ids  72rTurk« 
.^  eppocily  aad'  the  keaisiof  die  to|igoes  of  Frattc^s  VMc4,  iih  ai/^Mk* 
^'  and  other  oidi^  ^horvanrfldp' die  MejfiaA,  asc  gi9K«  to  ^^^  ^/^ 
^'  ttaderftand  by  this  letter,  that  we  have  been  expr^fly  (ecg.  ^ 
i'  ibjeiije  ^rao^iigaioiV'  tbrd"  of  die  uaiv«rfiv  (Mid  i^jge  of 
'*  maokiod,  to  enjois  them'co  ^eliier  into  dar  iiMn&  aU  the 
•*'  fla>es'who  ate  £xradmder.theirjuireFahkgo«ei:biiftnt, 
^'  t0  tiwMd^diey  may  go'aod  prefent  theafelves  at  the  ibot 
x<  of  hi»£iprfiaie  and  aaigaftrthroBe.     S^ichis  MdwUl,  attif 
^*  the  end  for  which  he  has  .thus  armed  us ;  and  if  you  fail 
^^  of  cooqliyiag^  wiikUs  cbtemabds;  yon  wiH' be  made  to  re-     ' 
f'  peoc'  oi  it  by  the  molt  dfamdfisi  punifliraeiita;    Send  yotir 
**  aafwer  to  Tunis.** 

i\  Tflirhai^fatyailddu«aeQingfliiebeiiig«(bwieU'kao¥mto7'^/^4iy2/ 
be  the  language  of  the  PorHy^  the  grand  mafter  HA  xx$t  fail  to  mafter's 
fm»Afti'  piso^er  aafix^^  which  waa  to  this  e&ft :  *'  That  his  mt^rm 
•'^:ord(erwa9not  iofttmed  oieveiy  to  rove  on  the  fao^  and 
"  make  Haver/ bat  tOidrui&upon  them  with  their  arma- 
f*  jBientSj^  in  order  so  isxxm  the  aavigationr  add  camaer<%  of 
**  the  Obtittans ;  thai'  diey  attadeed-  done  but  fuch  as  did 
^'  anftoy. it,^ and, by makiag Oaivs^f  the  Chriftiaos^did jdftl^ 
^'  deferve  to  be.made  {bdithemfehKs;  that  he  hard  no- 
^  tkSOg  ib  much  at  heart  as  to  procure  the  liberty  of  thofe* 

X  %  "that 
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^*  that  "wtit  captives  in  the  foltan's  dominions ;  and  that  if 
^*  his  hidmeTs  entertained  the  fame  views,  he  was  ready  to 
*'  enter  into  a  n^otiadon  with  Iiim  for  a  mutual  reftitution 
**  of  their  captives,  dtlier  by  way  of  exchange  or  ranlbm,  on 
'  '*  the  fbotii^  on  which  it  was  pra£tifed  by  other  princes^ 
*'  and  diat  if  hb  highnefs  would  be  pleafed  to  iignify  to  him 
"  that  fuch  were  his  intentions,  he  would  omit  nothing  that 
^' was  in  his  i)o^^  to  iecond  them." 

This  anfwer  was  not  fent,  as  was  delired,  to  the  admiral 
of  the  Turki/B  fquadron,  but  to  the  count  tk  Bonac,  then 
kmbaflador  from  the  French  court  to  the  Pcrte,  who  was  left 
.at  his  liberty  to  deliver  it  to  whom  he  (hould  think  beft,  who 
iGCordingly  preGented  it  to  the  grand  vi^r.  He  was  a  few 
tlays  after  agreeably  furprifed  to  find  that  mintfter  difpofed 
:to  treat  not  only  of  an  exchange  of  captives,  but  even  of  a 
peace  with  the  grand  mafter.  The  vaft  advantage  which  not 
only  the  order,  but  all  Chriftendom,- would  reap  from  fuch  a 
peace,  eafily  encouraged  the  ambaflador  to  ufe  all  the  addrefs 
and  appltcadon  he  was  capable  of  to  obtain  it ;  .and  as  he  was 
in  high  fiivonr  and  efleem  at  that  court,  and  efpedally  with 
the.  prime  minifter,  he  quickly  gained  his  allentto  the  articles 
which  he  had  propofed  to  him. 

The  plan  was  thereupon  fent  both  to  France  md  Maltha^ 

where  tt  was  equally  liked  and  approved  of,  excepting  only 

that  the  grand  matter  preferred  a  limited  tmce  -to  a  peac^ 

t  '         and  apprited  him  of  his  reafims  for  it,  which  may  be  aSHj 

guefledat. 
^JrHilii        Thb  foUowiog  ardclcs  wete  (boa  after  agreed  upon  be- 
i^riid  to    tween  the  grand  mailer  and  prime  vizier;  viz. 
hy  the  i.  Thmt  there  (hould  be  a  redprood  exchange  of  caj^ 

grand  ijves ;  and  that  if  thofe  of  either  fide  fiionld  be  found  more 
majttr  «»^  numerous  than  the  other,  they  fliould  be  redeemed  at  the 
^,^        rate  of  loo  piaflres //r  head. 

^'  2.  That  this  exchange  flionld  extend  no  fartho-  than  to 

thofe  captivea  which  had  been  taken  under  the  Malthefe  and 
twrl^  flags. 

3*  That  the  truce  ihould  be  for  twenty  years^  wluctt 
might  be  renewed  after  that  time. 
.  .  4.  That  the  flates  oiBarbary  fliould  be  excluded  out  of 

the  treaty ;  and  that  the  Porte  fliould  not  give  them  any  af* 
fiftance  direAly,  or  indireAly,  againft  the  Malthefe. 

5«  That  tbefe  laft  fliould  cs]aj  the  fame  priidleges  within 
the  grand  fignor's  dominions  which  the  French  did. 

6.  That  this  treaty  fliould  beoxne  nuU  as  foon  as  any 
Chriftian  prince  was  at  war  with  the  Perte. 

Th£sb 
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'  These  articles,  tho'  geoerally  approved,  and  even  z^Offpfidij 
phaded  2Lt  Confiantinopky  were  nevertheleis  ftrennonfly  o^J^^caftmm 
pofed  by  the  captain  baiha,  partly,  as  is  reafonably  fuppofea,  ^A^  *c» 
becaufe  he  had  not  been  conJulted^bout  them ;  whereas,  be* 
ing  of  a  maritime  nature,  they  equally  belonged  to  his  pro- 
vince ;  and  partly,  becaufe  all  fuch  pacific  treaties  were  ge- 
nerally difagreeable  to  the  whole  pofle  of  fea-oflicers ;  fo  that 
he  found  no  difficulty  to  exafperate  them  againft  it,  whilft 
the  grand  vizier,  apprifed  of  the  univerfal  difcontent  they  had 
given  to  that  powerful  body,  faw  himfelf  obliged  to  fufpend 
that  negotiation  for  a  time.  It  was  not  long,  however,  be- 
fore he  took  an  opportunity  of  acquainting  the  French  am- 
balTador,  that  it  might  eaiily  be  revivied,  provided  fome  ef- 
feAual  methods  were  taken  to  induce  the  captaia  bafha,  and 
the  reft  of  the  maritime  chiefs,  to  come  into  it ;  the  plain 
meaning  of  which  was  to  make  it  their  intereft  to  do  fo^ 
The  count  de  Bohac  eafily  apprehended  him ;  but  as  that  re* 
quired  time,  as  well  as  new  inftruftions  and  remittances  from 
France  and  Maltha^  the  further  negotiation  was  fufpeaded 
till  they  could  be  procured. 

In  the  mean  time  the  grand  mafter  bdng  informed,  that  ^Tani* 
a  Tunis  ve/Iel,  followed  by  a  tartane,  had  taken  two  barks,  fian  Eiffel 
the  one  belonging  to  Sicily y  and  ^he  other  to  Genoa^  near  the  taki9. 
itiand  o(  Pantaleria,  difpatched  the  St.  John  galley,  with  an- 
other frigate,  after  them.    The  latter,  being  the  better  failer, 
ibon  overtook  and  attacked  the  veflel,  and  after  a  mutual 
fire,  which  lafted  near  four  hours,  obliged  it  to  furrender. 
It  was  a  noble  (hip  and  excellent  faller,  carrying  fifty-eght 
gans,  fourteen  brafs  patereroes,  and  400  men.    It  had  beeo 
made  a  prefent  of  by  the  Porte  to  the  Dey  of  Tunis,  to  fcrve 
him  for  a  patrona,  and  had  infefted  thofe  feas  for  fome  time 
inth  no  fmall  fuccefs.     As  for  the  tartane,  it  was  chafed  by 
the  St.  John  a  confiderable  time,  and  made  a  ftout  defence ; 
but  was  at  length  forced  to  yield,  and  both  were  brought 
into  the^  port  ©f  Maltha. 

,  In  thfli  following  year,  with  which  we  fhall  clofe  the  Mai-  17  25* 
iifefi  bittbrft  as  having  little  or  nothing  confiderable,  ex- 
cept the  yearly  excurfions  and  fuccefles  againft  the  Turks 
and  Barhary  corfairs,  pope  Benedi^  XIII.  to  exprefs  his 
eftcsem  and  gratitude  to  the  grand  mafter.  and  the  order, 
for  their  vigila;nce  over,  and  great  fervices  to,  Chriftendom, 
fcnt  to  him,  by  one  of  his  Camerarii,  the  helmet  and 
eftock  which  he  had  blefled  on  Chrijimasday.  The  former 
of  which  is  a  filver  gilt  fword,  and  the  other  a  purple  cap 
or  bonnet  9f  velvet,  embroidered  with  gold,  and  adorned 

Y  3  with 
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^thsddvto,  tlieeiibtem  of  the  HoljrGboft,  taricfatd  9rith 
fitarlly  iMmonds,  and  other  precious  fi<H)es ;  vhkh  {Nntfttt 
Hvis  reeeiyed  with  the  ufiial  tefasali  of  gradu«h^  aftd  pr^ 
feflaeos  oif'  loTtkjr  wd  wd  for  the  holy  ice,  by  the  vrkyle 

tt«vMt« 
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BOOK     XIX. 
C  H  A  P.    I. 

lie  Hilary  ^  "Spain. 

S  E  C  T.    I. 

Tie  Hijiory  of  the  Kingdom  of  the  ViHgoths  in  Sj^a^H 
from  the  Accejfion  of  Euric,  or  Evaric,  to  that  of 
Recared  tht  Fiffiy  wbd  is  alfojUkd  the  CafhoRc.  .    ' 

• 

THE  Vlfigoths^  who  tripmpbed  over  the  Suivi  io  S^ain^  f^  yg^^ 
ttfidcr  -cheir  iaag  fieodoric,  bccuae  AkaAot  of  tfaat/iM  #/ 
eKtenfive  coantry  under  bis  faoccfibr  Euric,  irtio  htii^s  in 
tkerdbife  <k)mmotily,  and  with  tK)  great  improprfet/,  confix-  Spain  «r 
t&fied  &s  the  feanaer  of  tht€otfnc  Kngdom  in  Spain  •;  With  ^'  {'*^ 
to  rdgn,  therefore,  the  Modcril  Hiftory  of  that  nation  pro-  ~^^j^ 
pfx\j  codunences;  but,  to  render  it  the  more  intelligible  tp^  .. 
the  reader,  it  will  be  requiGte  to  (ay  fomething  of  the  Hate 
in  which  things  Wdr^>  in  ;hat  as  we^  as  the  adj^oe^t  coan- 
<iriM.    The  edWa  coi^As  ^f  Sfum  ^were  the  g^eaiieftimrt  of 
4faeai  at  that  tfane  in  the  hands  of  the  Rsmantj  tho^  their 
fewer  waft  in  a  niaoiier  ivuiedi  the  weftem  empire  at  that  A.D.466. 
jttnfttire  having  bo  head  ^«    A^  for  the  empire  of  the  eaft, 
Leo  the  fSrft  then  held  the  fceptre  ;  and  not  long  aft^r 
Miied»  as  we  (hall  fee,  an  emperor  of  the  weft  c.    As  for 
»ihe  weftem  coafts  of  Spain,  they  werealnioCl  wholly  in  tl^e 
bands  of  the  Sueyi ;  and  their  king  R^fimumd,  having  mar- 
ikd  t]ie  .4ai]ghter  of  Theed^ric^  remained  in  <;)niet  poITeflkm 
€ii  thofe>territorie9  which  this  conqueror  had  ftill  left  him^* 
Bat  fof  the  intsrior  provinces,  together  with  thofe  of  Gaul 
tonkriag  npon  Spaint  ihey  were  ia  the  hands  of  '^he  Goths^ 

^MaatAHA,  Mkftoria  deHifptiia,  tft.  v.  eap.  ^.  MAvtaNB 
TvaqyBT,  Hiftoirc  general  d'Efpagne,  1.  v.  c.5.  Fbrreras, 
Hiftoha  de  Hifpana,  F.iii.  &£t.  5.  ^  Jornan.  cap.  xliir. 

*  Idat.  Joknand.  S.  Isioor.  f  WASSioi^om  Mar* 

CllLiif .  Chnm.  Alexandr. 
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who  fixed  tiic  feat  of  their  kiogdom  for  the  prefent  at 
Tfjoulmtfe  •.  As  for  the  Vandals^  who  had  tranfported  them- 
firives  to  jffrk^  and  were  mafters  of  all  thfe  coaftaoppolM 
to  Spain^  they  had  for  their  monarch  Genferic^  who  had 
been  very  fucccfsful  agauift  the  Romans^  and  was  now  coa- 
iidered  both  as  a  lawful  and  a  very  potent  prince  ^  In  poiat 
of  religion,  aU  thefe  nations  were  Chrif^tgns ;  but  the  Fifi^ 
gotbSf  Suevi,  and  Vandals^  were  JrianSf  and  are  charged 
^th  dealing  very  harihly  by  the  Catholics,  that  is,  with  the 
inhabitants  of  thofe  pix>viDoesof  CaultLad  Spain  which  they 
iiad  tornlrom  th^  Roman  empire i  (A).  • 

EuRICy 
•  SlDOH.  AfFOLLOW.   IoAT.   JotWAWb.  '  Joaw ANT>. 

cap.  xlvii.    S.  Isip.  *  John.  S.  ls|p.    CNttqo.  vit.  ^. 

Epiphan. 


(A)  The  hiftory  of  the  kin^* 
dom  of  the  Goths  in  Spain  is  m 
itfelf  froitfal  of  great  eyents, 
and  capable  of  affording  the 
reader  entertainment,  at  the 
fame  time  that  it  is  ^e  iiinda* 
menul^hi(hn7  with  refpc^  to 
Che  inhabitants  of  that  extenfive 
kingdom  s  and  without  a  tho- 
rough knowlege  of  which  even 
the  relations  of  much  later 
times  can  b^  bat  very  imper- 

*  fsAly  onderftood  ( i ) .  Befide), 
this  hiftory  is  of  great  confe. 
quence  towards  giving  a  juft 
idea  of  the  politicai  conftitution 
which  originally  fuhfiiled  among 
that  brave  and  warlike  nation, 
and  the  feveral  alterations  that 
became  neccffary  in  different 
conjunAurcs  (2).  Add  to  all 
this,  that  It  affords  us  very  full 
evidence  agai&fl  the  prejudices 

.  of  thofe  who  would  perfdade 
us»  that  all  was  fo  dark  and 

,  bart>arotts  within  fh^  compafs 


of  that  period,  which  Is  our  pre* 
fent  fubjed,  as  to  exclude  as 
from  all  hopes  of  feeing  it  re« 
dnced  in  any  tolerable  order  or 
certainty.  Yet  amongft  the 
original  andmrs,  on  whole  In* 
thority  the  principal  fa£b  afp 
taken,  fome  were  very  eminent 
for  their  abilities,  learning,  an^ 
veracity  (a).  As  for  inSance, 
Idado^  biinop  of  LamegOt  who 
wrote  a  chronicle  grounded  up- 
on that  of  Eufehius,  and  cond- 
nued  down  to  his  own  timM«  in 
idiich  he  is  allowed  by  the  bcft 
judges  to  have  fet  things  down 
with  ^reat  punftuality  and  ex- 
a6tnels(4)f  SuGrcgoryofTany^ 
who  wrote  the  hiftory  of  t^e 
Franks  in  ten  books,  and  deli- 
vered therein  a  multitude 'of 
particulars  relating  to  the  ijiotf** 
archy  of  the  Goths  in  Spam^  Is 
alfo  in  very  great  credit  (j).^ 
To  thefe  we  may  add  St.  ^. 
ihre^   metroppMun  of  Sroitit, 


^fns  Tit  let  if  botmr,  ebap^  iv.  (3)  Fida  de  &»  Ninlas  /^ittm, 

rjcrita  per  Dm  Gregorjo  MsjMsy  Sifear.  (4)  Feitx  Tdtt,  de  viti/i^ 

iliufir,  cap.  viiu  (S)  Omditii  dt  ^tripUr,  Beehfyfi,  tm^  U  eol.  141^5, 

I4#6,  1447, .  .     '  .  .  ^ 


vka 


-'    E0RTC;    EUVORIC,    EUVARIC,     EuVhORIC,    Of*  ETA^  ^i^* /f/i5f, 

Rrsy  for  by  all  thefe  names  we  find  him  mentioned,  was  a  tea^, 
yotmger  fon  of  Thet^donc  the  Firft,  king  of  the  Viftgoths  ill  ^f 
CdUl,  and  afccnded  the  throne  of  his  father  by  the  mnrder  ^^fw/,  of 
o£  Tbiedoric  IL  hk  brother,  who  had  before  fixed  himfetf  ^*'' ""•*• 
diereoa  by  the  murder  of  their  elder  brother  Thorijmond^  A  D  a66. 
It  does  vxk  aj^ar  that  Euric  met  with  any  difficulty  in  ob-    *    '*^ 
CaailDg  the  iK)lieflion  of  any  part  of  thofe  extenlive  domi* 

^  IOAT«   JORNAND.   C.  xlv.      IsiDOa. 

• 

who  left  not  only  a  chronicle,  merly  more  confidered  than  it 

in  which  the-  tranfadions^  for  ,is  at  prefent ;  bat  inafniuch  as 

which  we  have  occafion  to  pite  it  CerVes  for  the  ground-  work  of 

him,  are  fet  down  according  to  moft  of  thofe  hiflories  of  SfLoiu 

the  regular  order  of  time,  but  which    have  been   written   in 

alfo  a  hifiory  of  the  Goths^  the  other  languages,  it  is  not  amifs 

'S»e^,    and  the  FatiMs,   ex-  to"*  indicate  to    the  reader  in               ^ 

treniely  ufeful  in  this  hiflory,  what  part  of  )iis  performance 

*  and  ^  treadfe  of  illuftrioas  per*  the  detail  of  thofe  things  which 

fons,  which  afford  fUll  farther  we  hare  repiefented  uccin^y 

fight  as  to  the  paiTag^s  in  the  may  be  found.    The  hiftoty  oif 

two  former  works,  that  would  Spain  by  Don  Juan  dt  Ftmra$ 

Qtherwife  be  fomewhat  obfcure  is  allowed  to  be  the  mofl  copious 

(6].  .  We  have    add^d»    more  and  exa£l  of  any  now  extant 

efpecialiy  at  the  beginning  of  (10).    This  author  lived  in  our 

evefy  reign,  the  authorities  of  own  times,  was  indefatigable 

loch  general  hiftories  of  Spain  in  the  ftudy  of  the  antiquities 

as  -are  in  the  hisheft  efteem,  of  his  own  country,  extremely 

ioeh  as  thofe  of  the  Jefuit  ^a-  accurate  in  chronology,  very 

rtana^  who  wrote  concifely,  but  impartial  in  h!s  narratives,  and 

yery  eli^andy,  of  the  afiairsof  one,  who,  as  he  enjoyed  great 

his  country  in  Latin  (7)*  and  opponunities  of  corre^ing  the 

more  largely  in  his  own  Ian-  errors  and  miilakes  of  other 

,  andwith<greatfpiritand  writers  (11),  fo  he  has  prao- 


(8),    We  have  quoted,  tifed  it  freely  and  fairly,  not 

'  as  occafion  required,  from  both  with  the  dogmatic  air  of  an 

ihcfe  works.    Moj^m^  de  Tur-  angry  critic,   but  with  all  the 

^iffit  has  written  in  French  a  ge-  candour  and  modefty  that  bs^ 

amd  hiftoiy  of  Spaing  colle^d  comes  aman  of  letters,  and  a 

from  ,Mariaffa  and  other  au-  iincere  inquirer  after  truth. 
thorsj[9}.    His  work  was  for- 

(6)  BellMnmM,  de  Scripf,  MteUL    V  JM/ Scriptar.  Sii/rf,  torn.  \u  p.  644. 

(7)  Btftoria  de  nius  Hijpaniip,  /iiri  xxx.  Mogmu*  1^05,  4li»,  (%)  Bif* 

•  t$ria  gnerai  de  Efpaiui  compuefia^  emendads^  jf  ^Mtffida  per  el  Padre  Juan  d» 

'  MftiAs,     Luatde  Francia,  17x9.  time,  (9}  Lengfet  du  FrefneVt  M^' 

:iteMepeef  etmdfer  fibyfbire,  tern*  iv.  p,  277.  (10)  Den  Jtian  dt  Arterae^ 

Sfmiffit  h^erica  ehromdegiem  de  Efpana  fermada  de  let  auteres  fegures  y  de  hutne 

fit' j^ ^M^drid,  1^0^,  J70Z*  ^e,  {ti)  Prefeee  peyr  ie premiir 

tfm  4f  Vhifw  ^mrale  dBffi^m^  Wadmte  fgt  Af«  d*Hermi//y^  ^     ^  . 

ftlon« 


tkim  ^ikith  tfiMbrir  «cq«k<d ;  4Mither  dift  II  apf«ir»  that 
B^fmMti^  king  af  the  Si«^i,  ib^  ihf  Icftft  AtMapt  tp  w^ 
tei^  the  dnth  ^f  bis  ficbtr-iiiJaw,  iv  4ii^{a4  the  && 
ttflicA.    On  ihe  <3oiitnii7»  omtiiAl  dittite  joid  iwdptecil 
«mMlidif«did  tettfoeiiibem^    I^mu  ali|)eAkr  «f  tiie  calt 
thwigtrAt  to  aOaeinte  Jntlmms  tb  iImi  dignifyi  asd  4iMB 
after  both  emperors  bfgaa  129  m«kc  gnat  vmUhe  prtpira* 
tbosbach  by  iaad  a&d  ibw  'wkhatiiaiefkl^  as  Itufierwa^ 
appearedi  to  attack  Cenferk  king  of  the  Vandah^  who,  hav- 
iDg  entered  kto  a  clofe  aUiaoce  ndth  Rt^mluM  and  J?ttrir» 
thefe  two  princeSy  as  well  to  favour  their  own  views,  as  to 
trme  a  <KverfioD|  re£>h3cd  to  attack  t>ie  cwatito  in  sp^in 
^hich  w«re  ftill  in  the  hands  of  the  RtrmMt ;  attd  thb  they 
4id  with  fo  mat  fuccefs,  that  they  both  made  very  conlider^ 
able  cooqiiens,  the  former  makit^  himfelf  maimer  of  ^-^oSf- 
and  the  latter  taking  oonlklerable  trafksof  country^  whjbcb 
ik.p. 467.  hitherto  had  made  parts  of  the  Roman  provuic^.    Euric  ea- 
lered  afterwards  into  a  negotiation  with  t^Hthf^iUi,  ppobir 
bly  that  he  might  obtain  better  iaformatioo  as  to  the  4atB  of 
iffiNTS  ia  the  empiFe,  that  be  might  take  bis  auafiires  moi^ 
flffteihially  for  ^ving  the  Rmans  iutii^dy  ottt  of  Spmn, 
where  his  power  was  already  (o  great,  that,  infted  of  be- 
ing jealous  of  the  SuevU  he  looked  upon  tfae^  rather  as  bis 
dependents,  and,  being  a  prince  of  jgreat  addret^  as  wcjl-i^ 
junbidon,  managed  them  at  his  pleaiure  ^  Ifil* 

^  loiiT,       *'  IsiDoa.  Ipat.       '  EfisiOB.  vl&£. 

(1)  In  the  eoorfe  of  the  en«>    wof  mention  vn^dtt   of   ttasf- 
ibiilghiftoiy,  we  follow,  gene-    a^oat  witib  the  oooit^  tf^ 


nilv  fpeaknig,  the  chionoiogy    {la).  As  fortiMita9ia%  nwb 
*eftaoUttied  by  i^rma,  not  on-    moft  of  tbrir  eftdtiMwiailPaeir- 


ly 'beirtufe  he  bas  beoa  remarb-  ooant,  aad  wbkh  ftr  chat 

jri>lyxanfal  kithat  rdpeA^be-  foa  bai  bean  ftiM  4Mi«AMif 

i^nSmeftacher  hitenans*  bet  6^>,  men  even  of  ^vwf  ^giegt 

-aUoiiacade  be  bad  far^bester  Icammg  ba«t  4iMn  ir^ 


,and ^basikeim  verf "great  dividisd^in  th^ir teiilmMMtett 

Judgmeat  in  makbig  tbebcft  tu   '^t.Jfidtf^olMubfilUi  iabb 

ufe  of  them.    We  may  join  to  -etymaiegist  \\^  affu^s^  fibit 

thefe  two  a  third  reafon,  which  this  term  is  derived  from  the 

ai,  tkat  the  chioiiolagy  of  tlilt  L^ith  woid  «/,  *aii!d«thit4heoe* 

atrthor  agrees  the  bdl  of  any  cafion  of  it  was  the  ^acral  d^- 

with  ail  uie  fbregeing  hiilorics,  fcri^ption  and  tspcat^on  'Of  gdte 

In  which  thei»  is  incidentally  £MM]»«m|Hfe  »aha««Mga«f 

ft*;  Set  Uft  Pr^^0  u  thtfrji  volume  rf  ftrrvd^i  ififory.  fl  JJ  2i'A  % 


As (boA  at  ht  had oMemNxl  SB  xcwmtd  iht  Jniech  ^f  H0 ndKca 
At  Vnndais^  and  tfatt  thtf  ^weTbern  empire  was  in  .the  utnoft  tbigrmtir 
danger  of  being  intirely  fubverted  by  domeftic  kitrigiits»  P«^*  rf 
f ttwivfelred  to  orfry  Jut  f^mmm.  into occntkm  vrithout Spamitv-. 
4dft]r".    ffis  fertses,  hairiftg  pafled  the  Pymtues,  pftb^ikA  ^^  ^*'   . 
ihMiftbts  bdbn  Pnkntthna.  %rttil|   fpcedHf  fiAolftlBd.^^^*   . 
Fron  thence  they  prqoeecUil  to  &arag(j§k^  whldi  iHade  tt>   ' 
g«t  refifhmce,  any  more  tfatft  fetehd  ofber  fbcet  ia  its 
oeighbonrfaood.     The  nobiKty  and.  gentry,  aflemtding  ia 
•rms,  cndetvovred  to  flop  the  progrefs  of  the  Cotbiy  Imt, 
lidiig  eafily  defieftted,  what  it  now  Ailed  the  prinoipaiity  of    . 
Ca$ahmaf  and  the  kiogdoi6  of  Vakncidf  were  qaiddy  oter- 
ooaie«>.     AttUs  timc^  aa  fisme  anthers  fay/  Ewrid  hanfelf  A.D.47I. 
p^fed  mto  Spain^  and,  potdng  hhafeif  at  the  head  of  his      ' 
funies,  penetrated  as  £ff  as  Ltifitunia^ ;  which  gtting  hin  aa 
oppoctnaity  of  entering  d»  Roman  province  on  aH  Itdst  at 
cmce,  he  bocame  ia  a  very  fliort  fpace  indrdy  mafler  of 
all  diat  they  poflefled.    fihtfaig  fettled  garrifens  ia  tacfa 
pfaioss  at  he  thought  moft  oooveoient,  aikl  provided  in  the  ^ 

beft  manner  he  could  for  the  adnunSflvation  of  the  dvfl  gd-* 
vermnent,  he  retsmed  a^pin  into  GmW^^  without  ghiqg  uif 
difturbaoce  to  the  Sum^  ^rtio  by  ddi  dme  fiw  th^  errop» 

*  Isynoii.  Hift,  GotiK  *  I9.  Chiw.       ^  Joaaaatiw 

cap*  sdiv.     P  Isiiioa>  UiAor^  G«tb»  /    . 


Juffifiks.     Ab  his  ^ioiofi  w  ^fami/b  srra  te  ba  earlier  thaft 

both  lalional  and  pmbable*  we  tne  common  calcalatioa  of  the 

may  as  well  adopt  it  as  any  birth  of  Chriil  by  thirty  •eight 

odicr.    But  then  as  to  the  dme  jrears.    We  mention  this,  tn:^t 


when  this  acta  commenced,  it  m  cafe  the  reader  (hould  have 

adapts  of  as  great/  6r  rather  receurfe  to  any  of  diofe  andettt 

mater,  variation  in  fendments*  authors  which  compute  by  tho 

There  has  been  printed  of  late  acra  of  Sp^n^  he  may  be  under 

yewa  hi  SfMu^  nf  the  case  of  "no  difficaky  in  redoeing.  it  to 

OomOrfpnio  Mtpaws j ^^Jcwif  a*  the  compotadon  IbUowad   tajr 

fiery  canons  and  lodicioiis  work,  us>  wl^ch  may  be  ^ne  with 

by  one  of  the  moft  eminent  an-  the  ntmofi  facility,  either  (Iqr 

liqttarie.s  in  that  kingdom,  upon  fabtradling  thirty -eight    years 


Ikia  fnfa)fi£t  ( 1  ^).  .  tiowetrer*  ftom.  their  coomaSation,  or  add« 
ia  ihis  too  we  follow  the  fentir  ing  the  year  of  voar>  Ldrd  as  n 
of  Avyww>  and  allow  the    Aaadsinotin,: 


{t^yZpM  Sfy4$ok,  irl^n  d§  fk  mithrs,  m^dt  fit  imniuSISm^  i  iimf^  fit 
O^  Umuk  i$  Segovia,  Pit^l^a^  i  AAfi^  .Afrr|«a  4$^MtAjlvr^  ^.  fp 

•  =<  '      '  iwd. 


« 


V 


J4l  the  Hifiifry  of  B.  XtX. 

tnd  thtt,  hf  tffiftiog  to  rnin  the  Xmans^  tboogh  they  had 
cstended  their  territory,  thiey  had  notwithftandiiig  dim  i  ni  fhed 
their  powec*^. 
jgg  ^gn-  Tbb  coofafioQS  in  the  wcftera  empire  where  Ofyirius. hxi 

fgtrs «/-  defeated  and  put  to  death  Atahmmust  encouraged  Euric  in 
m^  tJl  Ut  ww$  of  edargiog  his  domioiona  by  attacking  the  Ramam 
M#  tvtm-  B  Gmd.  While  he  meditated  thb  expedition,  Ofybrms  dj- 
^^^  ,  ingf  Ofyciriur^Skmed  the  purple ;  and,  that  he  might  be  in 
^^  ^jA  better  condition  to  oppole  the  f^ifigctii,  he  took  a  great 
^f^  ^  body  of  Cffir^ths^  under  the  command  of  Widimer^  into 
Rhofiic.    ^  ftrme,  ai^  fent  them  into  C4ud  for  the  defence  of  the 

Corincesr.  The  fubjefts  of  the  empire,  bang  catht^cs, 
haT«d  fo  indi&rently  towards  thefe  ftrangers,  who  .  wetc 
Arums^  that  they  quickly  defert^d  the  fiOTice,  and  went 
a  T\  ^^^  ^  EuriCf  who  was  of  their  own  communion  '•  Sor 
A.D.473-  gfiit^^  at  the  head  of  the  Rman  forces,  vAChilderic^  )w% 
of  the  Franks f  had  aifemUed  a  nnmerous  army,  in  order  to 
oppofe  Eutie%  and,  by  bringing  things  to  a  quick  deCiHoo, 
were  defeated  in  a  general  engagement ;  loon  after  whicbi 
Euric  made  himfelf  matter  of  Tmrs  ^  His  viAorioas  armf 
beiiig  ftroflffly  remforced  by  the  troops  under  fVidmer^  the 
flumarch  ot  the  f^ifigotbs,  he  turned  his  arms,  againft  BtntrgtXt 
which  he  likewife  reduced,  after  defeating  an  army  railed  for 
its  relief  ^  He  was  prevsild  upon  by  St.  Epiphanius^  biihop 
of  Pariat  to  make  peace  with  the  emperor  JuUus  Nffof, 
This  however  he  foon  after  broke,  and  befieged  Clermont 
*in  Auvergney  which»  not  without  fome  difficulty,  he  re^ 

A*D.47Cr  ^^^^  ^*    ^^^  ^^  coiiqueft,  he  gave  fome  time  to  repoi^ 
'  and,  keeping  his  court  at  Bourdeaux^  received  there,  as  we 
are  told  by  an  eye-witnefs,  in  a  royal  manner,  the  ambaC^ 
.ladors  of  all  the  neighbouring  princes  ^  (C). 

Thi 

«  Ip AT.  IsiD,  JoRH.  »  Gaio.  Tun  lib.  li.         •  JoR». 

cap.  4$,  46.  ^  GaiG.  Turon.  lib.  ii.  *  JoatrAniU 

«GaEG.  Tor.  ^  JoRNAVp.  '  Si  don.  Apvol.I.  viii. 

ep.  9. 

•    (C)  The  author,  upon  whofe  and  magnificence  from  his  owA 

emdit  thefe  fnfts  are  related,  is  knowlege  (15).    It  if  from  him 

one  of  the  moft  celebrated  of  likewife  that  late  writers  hare 

that  age,  Sidtmus  Apf^iUnarijf  taken  what  they  objed  to  ''the 

*who  was  upon  this  occafion  at  memory  of  this  prince,  in  rcla* 

cheeouvt  of  our  G^tHc  mon-  tioneohisill  afageof  ^ctdxH 

trehjaadrpeaksofhisgraadeor  liq^j  but  then  it  is  to  be  ob^ 

*  ('5)  ^'^  tSI.  f/L  9.  p.  »S9,  230, 

fervcd, 


C.  s;  the  Viligoths  in  Spain:  S9f 

Th^  weftdm  empire  bdng  iQtirel7  bPeribrovm,  <Ai  the  Hit  com- 
depofidiMi  and  death  of  Augufluhts,  by  Odoacrr,  king  of  the  f  m^/  '« 
JferuH,  who  thereupon  ailiuned  the  titk  of  monarch  of  Italy,  G*»\»  ^ 
that  prince  thought  he  could  not  take  a  more  prudent  ftep,  ^^  ^f^tf 
in  order  to  eftabli/h  his  new^ounded  ftate,  than  to  make  an  "  ^«^^* 
aUiance  with  Eunc^  king  of  the  Vifigcths,  to  whom,  at  the 
fame  time  that  he  propofed  this  alliance^  he  made  an  ofler  of 
all  the  places  that  were  ftill  in  the  hands  of  the  Remans  ^.  ^^  Du77 
Enric  readily  embcaccd  thefe  terms/  and  (bon  after  took  the  *  ' 
fields  ■  in  order  to  reduce  the  cities  to  which  this  treaty  gave 
him  foUie  colour  oi  tide.    He  befieged,  and,  after  fome  re« 
fiftance,  made  himfelf  mafter  of  Aries,  and  foon  after  Mar-^  ' 
Jttlles  (hared  the  fame  fate  ;  yet  he  did  not  enjoy  thefe  con- 
quefts  in  peace  *•    The  BurgimMans,  who  had  before  fees 
the  increafe  of  his  power  wkh  entry,  grew  jealous  now  be  was 
become  their  ndghbour ;  and,  to  ikof  the  progrefs  of  his 
ahns,  m^e  an  irruption  into  his  territories  with  a  mijghty 
army.     Euric  marched  agaii^  tliem  with  his  Tetcraa  troops ; 
and  thie  difpute  being  ended  by  a  dcctfft  batde*,  in  which 
he  gained  a  complete  viAory,  he  returned  afterwards  tdA.D.47f« 
Aries,  where  he  (feat  the  few  remaining  years  of  his  life  hi 
peace.    He  turned  lus  thoughts  now  to  the  cultivation  of 
the  flulder  arts ;  and  as  he  knew  that  a  government  couki 
Aevier  fubfift  Ions  where  the  laws  were  uncertain,  he  caufed  a 
comptetfe  Code  of  tfaofe  'made  by  his  predeceflbr  and  himfelf 
to  .be  ooUeAed  and  puUiflied^  (D).    He  waa  a  zealoua  A J>479^ 


r  JoattAHis  IstDoa.  *  Paoce>.  Bell.  Goth.  lib.  i. 

fJOEM*  IftiP.  ^.Sjdpm.  Apvoll.  llb.ii.    Iiisoa. 


ferved,  that  thev  carry  things 
pfitQh  farther  tLan  oar  author 
did,  and  malie.  him  appear  a 
much  greaterjbigot  tha|i  he  real- 
ly was. 

(D)  The  perfon  cliiefly  em- 
ployed  b^^  oar  monarch  in  com- 
piling* this  code  was  Leo^  his 
prime  minifler ;  he  was  defcend- 
ed  from  Corfieliuj  Tronio,  pre- 
ceptor to  the  emperor  Marcus' 
AnreUus,  and  the  mod  eloquent 
perfon  of  the  time  in  which  he 
uved  1 1 8).    This  defcendant  of 

(18}  SidM.  €4r,  xai.  /•  4121 


his  was  alio  in  all  refpeds  a 
man  of  fingolar  abiliues;  h« 
profefled  the  catholic  reHgion 
111  the  coart  of  a  monarch  who 
was  an  Arum.  He  was  a  per- 
fon of  great  learning,  unble* 
mifhed  darader,  and,  which^  is 
nolefs  to  oar  prefent  purpofe^ 
was  efteemed  the  beft  civilian 
of  that  age  (19).  In  all  proba- 
bility it  was  from  him  the  ad* 
vice  came  of  collefling  an4.pob« 
lifliin^  thefe  laws  by  the  autho* 
rity  of  king  Euric,  whofe  pre* 

(19)  Uttiht  if*  ^  as.  /.  1 19*  lib,  ?iii, 

fact 


ta be q|mtggcrM4,  ikKek  i9l«Uaii»«d»  duft  lais  Jobj^tOe  fa 

i^^iaw>«a|9ye4,  driHriog  bitrago^  ^profouojd  peacrs     3*it 

9B  all  hftadfi  aUaw^  tfi ha^sbMi  ft  UBs^iftattKBioti^attd  »  flsag* 

sificc^cj^ioce,  and  to  haT$  nde^i^fely  the  afcrritories  wWdi 

1^  had  vsJiAQilji  s^ittffcd.    He  dkxi  in  the  momft cf  SMp$0m* 

Ai^^i^ihey^r  of<HNPX<ifd  four  hciBdred.ctgfatjr'foiir,  alrf 

iaihe  aia^eeotj^ of  lH»reigR^.    Hs  faeil  faijr  Usqaem  jP^^jgr. 

w^shild  a  iiiiv  vb<>  AHDceod^  hiflv  and  a  daughter,'  wkc^  he 

g^e  AQ  o»erria0e  tp  Sig^fn^r^  e  priooe  aiMo^  dw  FramH*. 

Alaric  II.     Alari«  the  feoPAd  fiiccfteded  lus  father,  and  sts^jned 

fuicteds^     qaia^jt  over  all  his  dociiflions  kt  iS/e»«  and  in  GmAi ;  but,  if 

^^^^      (he«6  be  dny  eredlfc  d^he  to  fiMte  Writer),  he  foiliod  di^  very 

!^thmriat  ^-    S^H^^rmy  a.  £<»Mft  general*,  who  itill  held  Soiffmsr  mmI 

m'A^o^.  ^^^^#*'  ^^v  Rli^9»  waa  fttiacked  bj  £/rv2>,  Ideg.  of  daa 
f>4uUifw  a&dy  ifi  bfadifirefa,  ttelt  reftige  in  the  domuMoM 
^  ^ria,  who  at  fiitf;  aecdvod  alul  protsAod  him,  but  <^ 
Urmfd&  delivemd  lUa.ueforiiciMCe.peffim  to  that  mdiAnnB 
8io9veh|,  iriiepnt  himtodeath^  TflembrMV  kiiigrof  tbe 
<ifirfgs$tkr,  buiiig,  at  dM  ioAiiioeof  dKienpsior  Z^na;  ea* 
imdvAoi^*  wbm  M  ddfinaod-  and  ^to  daadi  Mucir, 
|^il)f  of.  the  ^er»//,  t«saained  qiaet  poAflor  of  hieAiaaiwi 
Wt|  «i4  S(nwtt»|  them  ^itb  msk  wififalti,.  as  indoeed'.jtfiit 

,, .     ;     ^  to  i:<^rt  his  eUiani^e. .  AixM^^gly^  he  efpbo&L  TSinefr 
ff^  .^bo  fome  lay  was  the  natural  daughter  of  that  moo* 

A.D493.  arch ;  which  was  very  acceptable  to  his  fubjefta,  as  it  feBOied 
^  tO^fmifi  a  laAIng  fMat,  without  prc^udM  to  the  iad?rlfl9 
of  their  nation^.  /!>»•  broriierar  eondeband-Mtid  Mi/^, 
at  that  time  governed  the  Burgundians^  the  former  nukisff 
LyBf^,  Aiekttar  OenMi,  the  &at  of  His'  refideuce  ;  f^p 
.  eiteriffg  int^  a-  nwir  ^;v4th  each  other,  dtew  Chvh,  ihnj^  of 
ttit  Franks,  into  their  qtiarrel,  Who  took  p>rt  With  CioWf/K 
as  4l^rip  dl<l  with  (fond^ka^,  who,  having  Haiti  his  Slot 

.  ^  JeaNAVD.  StpoK;.Aav9iu  Gaeq.  Xoron.  <  S|Me> 

AVpol.  lib.  vii.  en.  vi.  •  Jot^.  Gaso^  Truvoo*  .  ^  ifti* 
it  Alt  A,  Hiftoria  ee  Hifpana*  1*  v.c.  6.  M^T9>aHji  T^a^^mn^ 
r.  V.  pjaataAi,  Hidoire  gceetale  d'EfgagnCr  ?•  i9'  ^  $> 
s  Grjtq.  TorQjDu  A| tf^iiv   -        ^  Joair.  Pa^4>9* 

4ceitaiulsbefprethem,  aiidtr  eoHSmed  by  t  aOeiayf  af 

ibvaeiy,  bifltt|>f  (20). 


-wibttf  mAmAuihis  Amam/om.  to  his  evivS  ft)*  irfttr  i»* 

fiKed  the  Kfig^kif  mi  rtooadted  hunfrlf  to  ike  fktffiAr }  A.D.joe* 

^vvUdh^  ate  jBty'be  gfUho^  fiom  the  hlAori^ 

product  ajokMify  teMtoft fibcnr  and  AUIsnr,  who  apf«lHr 

to  htm  Ion  bDcb  of  theoi  Mentally  kaogh^  aod  ftii^* 


Thb  A^^j  having  now  enjoyed  many  years  peace,  law 
ftiia  «ndi  dt^litils  about  proptrty  became  much  more  fre- 
quent than  in  former  times,  which  induced  AlarictQ  direft 
Jhnan,  one  of  th^  moft  famous  lawyers  of  that  age,  to  make 
aar  ahildgMent  cF  ^e  f^eo^jfian  code  for  the  benefit  of  hia 
Ibt^'eAs^  which  i^as  afharwards  pubKflied  by  his  authority  ^ 
<^*    ETo  Ul^ewife  ra&}ured  to  compofe  amicably  the  (Bffer* 
eacea  that  h^d  arliea  with  Chivu ;.  and,  for  that  purpoft^. 
t^MPQ  waa  aaiatOFview  between  the  two  puinoes^  which»  di»* 
it  pgoAlicQi:  ar  gipd,  coagdjpondeate-  kt  appearaan^  was.  fiur' 
Dw  pattiogt  ak  end  lo  thdr  animofitiet>  at  «^  the  oanfe^f 
lOhiril  MAoffiana  dUTep;-  bat  it  feema  moft  pro&aUe,  thatClo?is, 
OM^,  \rt»  had  IWelJf' Become  aCbriffian,  wa^  excited  ta^'^e/''^ 
ma&i^  iirat  ujpok.  ^r*  by  the  bilhoDB  and  clergy  in  his  do-  j^^^^ 
^i«rn&>kl%  wlflo  h^ted  Aeit  toverelgn  for  being  an  Arian^  and:^.     ^ 
this  QC^ithttondkig  he.  had  permitted  ^^^^^  ^I^c^*coanr^T^'^. 
cd*  verx  latcl]^  at  4g2r. ».    Thochricy  lung  of  /#4i4%  «)d^ei»if;f  ^iV^* 
hja  QMctiMion^.  and  ififaatfaad  la  a&  ^th:  all  Ut?  Carcea^laric  1:1 
agai^  the  'aggrdb*  ;  whidbhowcter  did  not  hasi&Bt^bvilMIled. 
teoc  atakyig;  aa  liatiptionr  iato*  the  itrritarica  of  the  ^^^.D.^o;, 
pMAtj  %i^ete^tke  ^i^t^  of  7Wj  was  pi«fentiy  yielded  ttr  hmt     S^* 
%'IA:  partB^jors*;    i^brtf  marched agalnft  him  wltJj  a  nu* 
ntoous  atiftiy^  with  ^Irtrtch  he  afltedfor  foihe  time  upon  the 
defeliflre;  But,,  not  befng  ^ble  to  reftraih  the  ardour  of  his 
fbrcesjy.  it.  came  at  length  to  a  d^cifive  baule^  in  which  tba 
V\^g^  wi^  totatip  x<mr^  an4  Ataxic  kiUad,  aa  ^kyosAmek 


*  Gatoi  Ikxioft*.  Enaap.  Paacor*  ^  Qn^ma.  Taroa« 

BasDiu  hi laaaacr.         ^  Marate^  L  ii^  c;*  41,         ^  Qaao* 
TantBk  ftiaaaau^.  *  Idem,  &^  CAntociaai 

(F)  In  order  to  have  a  dearer  loag^aadar  tka  domiwityi  of  t»r 

conception  of  thii  matter,    it  Romans^    they  had  contradUd 

majp  M  aooeiary  to  obfiirtre,  notODly ^  doep' iwrereoce,  bt«c 

that  die  IbbjeAs  of  this  mon-  a  warm^ffedion,  f2>r  theitlaws, 

aith  hfih^Crayi^  and*5j^MMr^  apon  the-,  oof^tal.  maxims   of 

a%wan^aa>of'hiaoivanaiKOii,tbe  wAich  chaiacf.  ihr  CMir  wtta 

«««^  aad  aa  tfaola  had  lived  UkawiTefaandti  (ai]« 

hiftoriaar- 


35* 


•>' 


luftoriaas  &y»  by  the  hand  of  Clovis  ^.  This  ei^gagenient 
happened  witlua  three  leagues  of  Psitiers^  in  the  year  of 
qnr  Lord  live  haadred  and  feven,  aiccording  to  the  beft  lii* 
iioriaos;  tho'  Mariana  places  it  in  the  year  before  ^  (G). 
.  After  this  unfortunate  battle,  fome  of  the  jnoft  prudent 
captains  in  the  army  pF  the  Vijigoths  retired  into  Spain  iwith 


.  9  GaECL  Turon.  Jorn.  Procof. 
pana,  1.  v.  c.  6. 


'  Hiftoria  de  HiC 


(G)  It  is  fomewhac  fbrange, 
that  Mariarta  and  F$rreraSf  wri- 
ting after  the  fame  authority » 
ihou!d  differ  in   a!moft  every 
circamfiance   relating   to  this 
evetit,  as  well  as  the  year  in 
which  it  happened.    The  for* 
ner  reprefents  Jlarie  at  intirely 
in  the  wrong,  as  having  given 
prote^on   to  the  enemies  of 
Clovis f  held  fecret  correfpond- 
encies  in  his  kingdom,  and  had 
even  formed  a  defign  to  murder 
or  alTaifinate  him  at  their  late 
interview  (22).    The  latter,  on 
the  contrary,  affures  us,  that 
thefe  ought  to  be  regarded  ra- 
ther as  odomnies  than  as  fads, 
£ncethey«re  not  mentioned  by 
the  moil  confiderable  writer  of 
that  age  (23),  but. have  been 
taken  upon  the  credit  of  later 
and  lefs  credible  authors  (24}. 
He  therefore  afcribes  the  war  to 
the  ecdefiaftics  about   CUvis, 
y9i/ho  prefled  him  to  undertake  it, 
and  to  the  intrigues  of  the  ca- 
tholic prelates  in  Alaric*t  domi- 
nions, who  invited  the  Franks 
(25).    They  are  wide  of  each 
other  alfo  as  to  the  place  where 


this  decifive  battle  was  fought  i 
Mariaum  fays,  that  it  was   ta 
Campos  F^lademfen   which    his 
French  trandator,    father   C&r- 
renton,  interprets  the  plains  of 
VamiRi^  and  places  them  at  the 
diftance   of   thirteen    leagues 
ixom  pBttkrs  (26);    whereas 
Ferreras  afliireft  us,  that  jflatic 
encamped  within  three  leagues 
of  Poitiirs,  in  fa;ht  of  a  town 
which  he  calls  f^clad  (27),  and  . 
which  is  believed  to  be  that 
now  called  Fougle  (28),   where 
his  people  forced  him  to  give 
the  Franks  battle.     Mari^ma  is 
very  exprefs  as  to  the  year.;  be 
not  only  fays  that  it  was  ^06* 
but  adds,  that  he  had  pnbliihed 
his  body  of  laws,  mentioned  in 
the  former  note  in  the  month 
ofFetmary  preceding  (99).  His 
French  tranllator   ackhowleges 
this  to  be  an  error  (30),  and|it 
is  not  the  affair  of  a  ftraager  Ki 
decide  this  difference ;  but  Fer^ 
nrasp  who  places  it  a  yeaor  la- 
ter,  agrees    better    with    the 
Frgnch  and  Other  foreign  hifto- 
rians(3i). 


r(2l)  Bif.  Je  EfpoMS,  lib.  T.  c.  6.  (23)  Grepf.  Tufoneirf.  Htft^Frmi' 

€»,  Ub,  ii.  (tf^.  35.  (04)  Biacmar  ^  vit»  S>  sLem.  Aimois.  Uk  u  t,  ao. 

(25)  mjl,  di  Efpana,  P.  iii,  ftc,  6.  f26}  Bifinn  d'EJpagnt,  W.  ii. 

p.  498.  (27)  Hifi,  dtEJpoHs^  P.  iii,  feff.  6.  (2$)  La  Msni' 

uiote,  Di&tMh  Greg.  MumteFimgU,  (29)  Hifi.  dt  Efianaf  lib.  9.  e,  6. 

(}o)  Bijhire  d'Efpagne,  W.  ii.  ^.  509^  (gi)  Mns^sj  Abng/ tkrmnl,  dt 

rBifieirt  de  Planck,  torn.  i.  p,  34.    P.  I>aniei,  Bifl.  dt  Framt,  tem.  u  /.  6u 
M'  it  Prtfidim  BenaBk,  m§vtl  Jbngi  do  FBi/hin  de  Frgnft,  p,  3. 

^malaric, 


L 


4Clf.  the  YiCigcaJn  in  Sp^m.  ss^ 

.  ^niakrk^  th^pnly  foa  of  tbeir  deoeafibd  maoaxdbt,  by  life 
queen  Theudicota ;  but  the  reft  of  the  troops^  jndgiQg  ft 
prlucq  of  five  years  old  very  unfit  to  reftore  the  diuui^ed 
flate  of  their  afHiirs,  readily  coa(eat6d  that  G^JalaiCy  whp 
-was  the  natural  fon  of  Alaric  by  a  miftrcfe  of  bis,  fliould 
^fliime  the  royai  dignity  %    His  firft  aftioa  was  agaioft  the  Gtfaltjc 
SurgundiahSy    who,    under  the    conupand  of   Cpnd£baud^^^^^* ^~i 
marched  to  befiqge  Narbonne^  which  Gffalmc  could  ^^^/^7vt^ 
hindered;  but,  being  defeated  in  a  genmi  aAion,  ^®fl^goths/» 
into  Spain^  where  he  r aifed  new  difturbaoces  \    In  the  me«a  Gaol, 
time  Theodoric  &at  /^^aj,  one  of  bis  generals^  with  a  gFea(  A.D.507. 
body  of  troops,  to  tb£  ^fiance  of  the  VifigQtijs^  who,  hav/- 
ing  in  fome  nieafuFe  recovered  their  fpbrits,  behaved  with  (b 
much  courage  and  refolution,  as  obliged  both  the  Franks 
and  Burgundians  to  abandon  the  beftpart  of  their  conquefls, 
for  which  they  flood  at  leaft  as  ^mudi  indebted  to  the  difaf- 
feftion  of  the  clergy  as  to  the  fuccefs  of. their  anny*.     After 
this,  Ibias  marched  againft  Gejalaicy  who  had  taken  pof- 
feffioQ   of  Barcehna^ ^^&ZQ^JtxsA  tfa&t  dty,  aftd  foited  the 
,  ufurper  to  tranfport  Jumfelf  and  Us  few  adherents  Into 
jifrica^  where  diey  were  received  by  Thrafamond^  king  di^-^'S^* 
4he  Vandals^  tho*  fee  was  brother-in-law  to  king  Theodoric^a       '  S*^* 
vho,  in  confideration  of  tfee  trouble  and-  expence  he  had 
i)een  at,  kept  the  country  of  Provence  for  himfelf,  and  ad- 
Tininiftercd  the  affairs  of  the  reft  of  Jlaric's  domicions,  as 
regent  for  j^tnafaric,  Jippointing' Ti&tff/^fx,  an  Ofirogoth  byA.D.5i3« 
birth,  but  a  pcrfosi  of  great  prudence  and  merit,  to  have 
che  chief  direflion  iii  the  councils  of  the  young  prince  °. 

W^TH  the  help  of  thofe  pecuniary  fupplies  which  he  re*  Amalaric^ 
cwed  from  the  king  of  the  Vandals y  Gefalaic  returned  into  ^etng^fage^ 
G^oil;  and,  having  raifed  a  confiderkble  body  of  forces,  he  ^Ji^es  the 
]»flled  the  mountains,  direfling  his  march  towards  Barce-l^^^' 
kna,  within  four  leagues  of  which. city  he  was  encountered  "'*' v^^'/ 
by  a  part  of  Tbeodoric's  ^itmy,  and,  being  intirely  defeated,  ^^    *^' 
was  forced  to  fly  back  into  Gaul;  but  being  overtaken,  be- 
fore he  could  reach  any  place  of  faifety,  by  a  party  of  the  jl^r©-  A.D.siy. 
gothsy  they  put  an  end  to  bis  troubles  and  his  life  :  by  this  in- 
jcideiM:,  and  the  death  of  Chvisy  king  of  th^FrankSy  the  Vifigoths 
werecqiially  fneed  from  the^miieries  of  an  inteftine  war,  and 
the  apprebenfioas  of  a  foreign  invafion  ^.     Theudis  governed 

^  Mahiana,  Hiftoria  de  Hifpana,  lib.  t.  c.  7.  Mavernb 
TuR<^fiT,  1.  v.  FsiiRERAS,  Hiftove  generale  d'Efpagne,'P.  iii. 
led.  6.  '  Paocop.  Isidor.  *  Cassiop-or.  Jorn. 

IsiDoa.  .«  Cassiod:         ■  Isid.  Hifl.  Goth.         *  Pro* 

-COP.  de  bell.  Goth.  1.  i.    Jsid.  HilL  Goth. 

Mod. Hist.  VoL^XlX-  Z  Spain 
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5jJtf /if  with  great  ability,' arid  yet  not  without  giving  fomc 
kind  of  umbrage  to  Theodoric  ;  for  though,  purfuant  to  his 
orders,  he  fent  him  the  revenues  of  that  kingdom,  yet  ho 
could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  return  into  Italy ^  to  render 
an  account  of  his  adminiftration.  He  married  alfo  a  Spani/b 
lady  of  diftinguifhed  family,  and  who  brought  him  immenfe 
riches ;  fo  that  when  he  (urmifed  cither  his  life  or  liberty  to 
be  in  danger  from  the  fufpidons  of  Theodoric,  he  was  in  a 
condition  to  raife  and  maintain  a  body  of  two  thoufand  men, 
in  the  nature  of  guards'^.  The  king  of -ft^ify,  therefore, 
having  no  other  method  to  recover  that  power  which  he  had 
put  into  the  hands  of  TheuJis,  declared  his  grandfon  Jma- 
/arte  of  full  age,  and  ordered  him  to  be  put  into  pofleffion 
of  his  father's  dominions,  which  was  accordingly  done  ^  (H). 

On 

«  pROCOF.  y  Concil.  Tolct,  iil. 

(H)  Wc  are  told  by  Mari^  fee  nine  years  daring  the  rcjgii 

«i«,  that  Amalaric  did  not  af-  of  Amalaric,  which,  according 

fume  the  government  of  his  do-  to  Mariana\  account,  would  be 

minions  till  after  ihe  demife  of  impofllble,  iince  he  allowed  him 

his  grandfather  [32);  whereas  to  reign  but  five  (34).     What 

Fcrnras  afTerts   tue    contrary,  fome  writers  fay  of  the  mar.. 

which  makes  the  difference  of  riage  oi Theodoric  in  Stain  (35)* 

above  three  years.   The  former  is  plainly  a  miftake  for  that  of 

has  the  honour  of  being  followed  7heudis,  who  a^ually  married  a 

toy  Pf4a<veus,    a  very   learned  Spanijh  lady;    which  was  on* 

chronologer,    though    he  pro.  circumilance  that  made  him  fo 

dnces  no  authority  to  fupport  formidable  to  his  own  mailer 

that  fad,  which  cannot  be  faid  Theodoric,  as  to  determine  him 

oi  Ferrrras  (33} »  though  it  is  to  fend  his  gr^od (on, then  about 

*  aereed  by  both,  that  the  years  the  age  of  cvcnty  one,  to  take 

of  the  reign  of  Amalaric  were  upon  him  the  adminiftration  cf 

not  reckoned  from  the  time  of  bis  own  affairs.   This  is  at  once 

his  acceflion,  but  from  the  time  fo  natural  and  fo  confiflent  aa 

that   he  affumed  the  govern-  account  of  this  tran faction,  tha$ 

ment.     It  is  from  a  date  of  this  it  is  not  eafv  to  £nd  any  reafon 

kind   that  Ferreras  proves  his  to  queflion  it ;  but  then  it  mud 

computation,  fince  an  author  of  be  allowed,  that  this  is  a  fa£l 

indiiputable  credit  tell  3  us,  that  cftablifhed  from  confequcnces* 

Montanui,  mecn^politaa  of  To-  and  which  it  was   very  4eafjr 

ledo,  who  died  in  the  year  five  even  for  fo  great  a  man  as  A/«- 

hundred  thirty-one,  fat  in  that  riana  really  was,  to  overlook^ 

r?2)  Ht/i,  d*  £/>tf»»/7,  lih.  V.  r.  7.  (33)  Bifar.  ^  Efpsna,  P.  ifi. 

/rS.  6.  (34]  I/(^f/oM,  di  vir.  iUiipih,  {x^  I'ronf,  U  MM 

<hU.  Lb.  i. 


C  I.  fh  Vifigoths  in  Spain. 

On  the  death  of  Tbeodoric^  he  was  fucceeded  in  bis  dojm« 
nioos  by  his  other  grandfon,  Athalaric^  the  foo  of  his  daugh- 
ther  Amalafuntha^  by  EuthariCf  a  Goth^  born  In  Spain^  who 
deceafed  before  bis  father^n-Jaw  *.  The  new  monarch  of 
Jtafy  was  very  young ;  and,  to  prevent  any  difpute  with  the 
king  of  the  yijigothi^  it  was  agreed,  that  the  river  Rhofne 
ihould  be  the  common  boundary  of  thHr  territories ;  that  no 
part  of  the  revenue  of  Spain  (hould  be  any  longer  remitted 
to  baly  ;  and  that  the  treafures  which  Theodoric  hod  re- 
moved {hould  be  rellored  *  (I)»     His  afl^irs  thus  fettled, 

jimalaru 
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■    CaSSIODOR.   JORt^AMtl. 


■  PftOCOP, 


We  fee  clearly  from  the  whole 
-current  of  this  hiilory,  that. It 
was  the  power  of  T^beodork 
which prottided  the  whole  mon- 
archy of  the  Vifigotb$  from 
crombling  to  pieces  (36).  He 
is  however  faid  to  have  taken  a 
confiderable  part  of  thei)"  domi- 
nions in  GauL  by  way  of  indem- 
nification for  the  expences  he 
was  at.:  however,  as  this  woald 
certainly  have  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  the  Framks^  if  he  had 
not  taken  it,  and  as  it  enabled 
him  to  keep  a  body  of  troops 
there  fnfficient  to  reHrain  the  at- 
tempts of  that  ambitious  and 
warlike  nation,  we  cannot  tax 
^im  with   any  great  injuHice 

(37). 
(I)  We  have  the  particulars 

of  this  agreement  fetdown  by 
Ferreras^  and  that  opon  very 
good  anthority ;  but  he  does 
■not  tcll-iis  when  thefe  treafures 
were  carried  away  from  Car^ 
ffffone  (38).  On  the  other  hand, 
Mariana  tc\\s  us,  that,  immedi- 
ately after  the  defeat  and  death 
<ff  Aiaricy  the  Fr/U!ri(/,  under  the 
command  of  C/dvisf  made  them- 


felves  mailers  not  only  of  hn 
riches,  but  ,of  all  the  treafures 
colleded  by  his  predeceiTorSt 
and,  aniongd  the  refl,  the  holy 
veiTels  \Vhich  belonged  to  the 
temple  of  JerufaUm,  which 
Alaric^  the  nrft  king  of  the 
Gothiy  brought  away  from  Rome^ 
after  he  had  facked  that  famous 
city,  and  left  as  perpetual  mo- 
numents of  his  vidiories  to  his 
fuccefTors.  Some  of  this  wealth, 
it  is  faid,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
Fr^»^j,when  they  plundered  the 
camp  of  the  Gothsy  and  made 
themfelves  matters  of  ^houlovfe 
(39).  It  is  however  acknow<- 
leged,  that,  according  to  fome 
authors,  the  treafures  of  the 
crown  were  lodged  at.  Carcafi 
fwe^  and  that  it  was  the  defice 
of  having  them  in  their  power 
which  brought  the  Franks  and 
Burgundiam  before  that  place.; 
from  whence,  however,  they 
were  obliged  to  retire,  by  l^heo* 
TUrics  fending  a  numerous  army 
to  his  relief;  and  upon  this  oc* 
caiion,  in  all  probability,  it  waa» 
that  this  monarch  thought  fit  to 
remove  thofe  riches,  chat  th^ 


(36}  Marimna^  Turftut,  TefTtrau,  (37)  Ifidor,  Hi^*  Goth,  Grtgtr, 

T'luwuftf.  Hift.  Franc,  iib,  ii.     Procop,  d*  htUo  Goth.  Jom.  c.  47.         ^38)  /'"a- 
-t^P'  dt  bilh  Gotbito,  ib  i.  cap,   ij.     Ferrer  at  ^  U^,  f^e  E/pana,  P.  iii. /A.  6. 
(39)  Marians f  Bj/fcna  tit  Kjpana.,  lib*  v,  c.  6. 

K       '    '    \  Z  2  Franh 


:%S6  .      tbim^sf     .  B.XIX. 

He  marries  JtmMisrieioMA  hsmftV  incUn^  to  xaarry ;  apd  the  prificds 
the princefixxpcax  whom  he  eaA  his  ^yes,  was  ClGtUJa,  the  daughter  of 
Clotilda,  Clovis,  said  tbe  iifter  of  thofe  princes  amoogft  whom  the 
daughter   j^ngiioai  k£  the  Franks  wjis  divided  ^,     They  liiitened  very 
*y     ^V^*  readily  to  this  propoiitiaQ ;  and    the  svarriage  beii^  cx>n« 
Fx^ce      <^v<i<>^>  CheiUa  was  received  with  all  poilible  denunftratioos 
of  joy  by  her  fubjedls,  and  the  wadding  celebrated  with  the 
A.D.528.  iiitmoft  folemnity.    At  this  time»  in  the  opinion  of  all  parties, 
^ne  could  oot  bavt  been  a  jnore  judicious  alliance^  or  one 
ithftt  flflbrdod  a  fairer  profpeA,  either  in  refpeA  to  public 
fMftoe,  or  to  private  happincfs  ^ ;  yet  it  was  not  long  before 
thofe  uneafineiTes  commenced,  which,  in  their  iflbe,  proved 
fo  fatal  both  to  the  king  and,kingdom  of  (he  yifigoths  ^, 
Hirhr§'        Amalaric  was  either  defirous  himfelf,  or  was  influenced 
i '/ly '  by  his  priefts,  to  bring  over  his  queca  to  the  Jirian  herefy ; 
J*  ///      *^'*^»  ^  ^  ^^  *  zealous  embolic,  this  was  the  iburce  of 
u/ttvejn-  thofe  differences  that  broke  oat  early,' and  <:ontintially  ia-r 
nfaJe]  the  .'^rcafed  between  them,  till  at  length  the  poor  quecH  %^s  fe 
dominions  lU  treated^  that  (he  wrote  a  long  letter  of  complaint  to  her 
e/*  Amala-  brethren,  in  which  flae  gave  a  large  account  of  her  fuffirritig$| 
ric,  Wd/j.aad  the  daily  infults  flie  received,  not  only  from  that  moa« 
Jlain  in      arch,  but  from  his  fubjefts;  and,  with  it,  feat  9  handker? 
fhts  quar-  xhief  Aained  with  her  blood,  occafioned  by  the  blows  Ae 
**'♦*  had   received  *.      Upon   this,   ChiUebert^   king  of  Fraucf^ 

*marched  with  a  numerous  army  into  the  territories  of  Ama- 
laric,  who,  collcfting  as  great  a  force  as  he  was  able,  took  th? 
field  againft  the  invader ;  but  had  the  misfortune  to  be  de- 
feated, and  was  forced  to  take  refuge  on  board  his  fleet  ^ 
;Put,  recolkfting  that  his  treaiur^s  were  left  io  the  city  of 

^  G1.E0.  Tur.  Procop.  Aimon.  ^  G  a  eg.  Tor. 

1.  iii.  c.  10,  *  pRocop.  de  bel.  Goth.  1.  i.  «  G«jeo. 

Xuron.  ^  Procop.  Jorm.  Isid. 

franks  might  not  have  fo  ilrong  were  then  governed  by  a  pm- 

atemptadon  to  <:ontinue  their  cefs  who  was  a  widow,  33  ttt- 

^nvafions,  it  is  not  very  flrange  g^nt  for  her  fon,  who  was  a 

that  ^iseedofic  (hould  not  be  ja  child  ;  and  therefore  we  need 

Wiy  hafte  to  reftore  tbefe  val^-  noc  wonder  that,  for  the  {kk^ 

•able  dffed^   to   his  grandfbn  ;  of  prefcrving  thefnendlhipof  4 

4md,  on  cbe  other  fid^,  it  is  far  powerful  young  monarchy  (fae 

^irom  being  di&colt  to  account  ihoold  readily  cx>xn|ply  with  his 

it^x    the  re&loring  oi  them  at  4esnand;>»    more  efpepialiy  4u 

tbis  jundurc  (4.0).     The  domi*  thofe  demaiifk  were  founded  in 

nions  of  Ihe  Oy/r^j'd/^i  in //i7^  j^lliG^(4i}, 

« 

(40)  G^fg.  Turgv.  llifi,  fTnnc,»  Hb'.  ii.  e,  37.  lib.  Hi.  e,  i.     Mtrism,  F«p- 
rtrai,  Mjertu  Tur^ue,  (57)  Jcraaxd.  .'JIJ,  <?f#j.  V«r*** 

N^rionne^ 


C.  f .  ihe  VlfigOtfw  in  ^ain.  357 

Mtrhniu,  he  went-  00  fhore  agaio^  m  hopes  of  ncovertng 
them ;  and  had  fcarce  catered  the  ctty,  before  it  was  far« 
prifed  b;  the  enemy ;  on  whichy  rctiribg  for  ftl&ty  into  a 
charch  belonging  to  the  catholics,  a  commoB  foklier  ruQ 
him  through  with  his  fpesur  K  Others  fay  that  he^  relied  to 
Bortehns^  and  Mras  aflaffinatcd  dicre  by  his  own  fabjeAs(K)« 
It  is  more  credible  that  he  was  kitted  in  the  month,  of  D0*  ' 
cember^  itL  the  year  of  onr  Lord  five  bandred  thkty^one^^ 
The  viftorious  Chikkberi  carried  aU  his  treafif res  and  qnoea 
CtoiUda  back  into  his  own  dominions ;  and  that  princds  dcf^ 
iag  on  the  road,  her  body  was  interred  with  that  of  hoe 
isither,  ia  the  monaibery  of  St,  Crnruwty  whichsft  that  thnd 
was  coofeeraecd  to  the  apoftles  St.  Pitsr  and  %t.  PmuI  i 
anxMigft  thofe  treafures  were  fixty  chalices^  fifteen  patios^ 
and  many  other  teftls,  all  of  folid  gold,  which  the  \A£txm 
diAributed  amongft  the  churches  io  his  own  kingdom  K 

TdB  rc^a}  family  <^  the  G$ths  being  intireiy  exitinft,  tfaeif  Theadls 
iiionarcby,  which  leems  hitherto  to  have  been  in  fome  mea*  afceiub  the 
fore  heredity,  became  afterwards  ftriAly  eiefisve*    Tho^^oniof 
firfl  who  mounted  the  throne,  by  the  choice  of  thenobiEty,  *^y^^ 
was  Theudis^  who  had  governed  S^aU  with  fo  much  reputa-^  ^^*  ^ 
tion  during  the  arinority  of  the  deceafed  prine^.     He  was  '*^^'^*.   ^ 
fcarce  feated  on  the  throne  before  he  faw  the 'neighbouring 
kifigdoms  of  the  Vandals  in  Africa  fubrerted  by  the  amufai 
of  the  emptor  Juftinicmy  under  the  command  of  the  fiunovs 
BeltfariuSf  and  this  before  he  could  determine  with  hinafclf 
whether  it  would  be  confident  with  his  intereft  to  interpofe 
Iki  the  quarrel  ^*    It  appears,  however,  that  he  did  not  ne* 
gleft  any  opportunity  of  recovering  the  pbces  that  had  bees 
conquered  by  the  Franks,  and  that  he  met  with  confiderafale 
fnccefs  in  thefe  endeavours.    But  the  princeeof  that  nation^ 
having  at  length  put  an  end  to  the  kingdom  of  Burgundy'^ 
refohrcd  to  employ  all  their  forces  in  driving  the  Vijfigotht 
iDtirdy  out  of  Gaul\  which  however  they  were  not  able  to 
efieft  ^     Some  years  after  they  revived  the  fame  projeft. 

s  Oitia.  Toron.  Li.  c.  10.  ^  Ildbfons.         '  Grbq. 

Tnron.  Jorn.  Ism.,  *  Jor!i.  Ism.  Procop.         ^  Grpg* 

Tiuron. 

(K)  We  have  the  former  of  (42),  and  therefone  it  feems  to 

thofe  two  accounts  mentioned  deferve  better  credit  than'  the 

in  the  text  from  St.  Gregory  of  latter,    which  however  ir  re« 

fonrs^  who  lived  in  thofe  times  ported  by  Ifid^i  of  ^m//r. 

z  3  aiA 


35?  TbeHipryof  >  B.XrX. 

ChUdebert^  king  of  the  ifle  of  France^  aad  Clotaire^  who& 
residence  was  at  SoiffonSy  pafled  the  mountains  with  a  very 
fiumeroas  army,  and,  having  reduced  every  thing  in  their 
paflage^  advanced  with  great  rapidity  to  Saragoffa,   Thcu£s^ 
who  found  it  impoflibie  to  raife  an  army  capable  of  with- 
ftanding  them,  very  judicioufly  determined  to  make  his  ut- 
mdfl  effi>rts  againft  them  upon  their  retreat^  and  gave  hisr 
orders  accordingly  to  Theodtfele^  whom  he  appointed  his  get 
aerai  *"•    Childebert  and  Qotaire^  after  having  made  a  cook 
pofition  with  the  inhabitants  of  Saragcffa^  returned  with  the 
Ipoils  they  had  collef^ed  in  the  courfe  of  this  expedition  ; 
but  when  they  came  to  repafs  the  Pyretiees^  the  general  o£ 
^iy^  Goths  Paraded,  them  continually,  and  would  probably 
have  deftroyed  their  whole  army,  if  ChiUch^rt  bad  not  en- 
gaged him,  by  a  prefent  of  a  great  fum.  of  money,  to  leave 
the  paflage  free  for  twenty-four  hours,  which  gave  him  and 
Clotaire  an  opportunity  of  faving  themfelves  and  the  befl 
part  of  their  army  ".     The  French  hiftorians  arc  very  Clenc 
on  this  head ;  but  the  fads,  however,  feem  both  probable 
9scA  certain; 
Maktscn       This  war  thus  ended,  the  king  of  the  Vifigoths  wv 
expedition  alarmed  by  the  profpeA  of  new  dangers ;  for  the  imperial 
^^^0 Africa .^fces,   hot'  content  with  overturning  the  kingdom  of  the. 
'Without     l^andaU  in  Africa^  turned  thdr  vi^lorious  arms  againft  the 
fucce/s ^and citj  oi  Ceutdy  which,'  thoc^  we  have  no  account  how  it 
is  ajfajjtw  came  into  their  hands,  was  at  this  time  in  the  pofleffion  of 
Md  afttr  ihg  Goths ^  and  reduced  it  before  Theudis  was  in  a  condition 
w  ntum.  jQ  afford  the  garrifon  any  relief  •►    He  had  however  aflem- 
bled  an  army  for  this  purpofe;  and,  becoming  better  appnfed 
sif  the  importance  of  this  place,  from  its  lofs,  be  caufed  hie 
troops  to' be  embarked  as  fooa  as  poiDble,  in  hopes  of  reco* 
rerkig  it  before  the  Romans  had  time  to  repair  and  provide 
fbr  its  defence.     But,  though  an  Arian,  it  feems  he  was  fo 
ftrift  in  his  obfervation  of  Sunday  as  a  day  of  reft  and  devo- 
tion, that  the  euemy,  taking  advantage  of  his  piety,  made  a 
general  Tally  with  fuch  fuccefs,  that  he  was  obliged  to  raife 
the  ficge,  and  return  with  his  fleet  and  army  mtoS^ist^  (L). 

He 

»  UiD.  Greg.  Toron.  *  Vit.T.  Avit.  •  Uiv. 

fiift.  Qork.  Greg.  Turon.  ^  I$id.  ubi  fupra, 

'  (L)  AH  the  modern  Zpamjh  cite,  in  (iipport  of  what  they 

lilllcrians   concur    in   relating  fay,  the  anthority  of  St.  Ifidort 

this  cxpeditivti  of  king  7i&<r»^;i  of  ^^Vf/i/,  which  would  admit 

into  Africa  as  wc  have  repre-  of  no  difpute,  if  we  were  furc 

feiifed  it  in  the  text ;  and  all  th V  be  faid  what  they  make 

' '    '  him 
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He  did  not  long  furvive  this  difgrace  j  for  a  perfon,  wlio  d* 

ther  was,  or  pretended  to  be  mad,  having  formed  a  defiga 

againft  his  perfon,    without  any  provocation  that  hiftory   ^ 

mentions,  found  means  to  enter  into,  and  ftab  him  in,  his 

palace  ^.     He  died  a  few  days  after  of  this  wound,  with  all 

the  teftimoni^s  of  pious  refignation,  and,  by  a  very  extra-  ^ 

ordinary  ftrain  of  clemency,  forbad  the  putting  the  aflaflSn 

to  death  \     This  fatal  accident  happened  in  the  year  of  our 

Lord  five  hundred  forty-eight '. 

TWe  throne  of  the  Vifigothi  bfelng  again  vacant,  the  nobi-  Theodl^ 
lity  elefted,  m  the  room  ot  their  deceafed  prince,  Theodifelc,  (dc/uc^ 
who  is  alfo  called  by  fome  hiftorians  Th^udifeU,  Theodigele,  <'^  ^^^f 
and  Thebdigesy  who  then  commanded  the  troops.    In  all  ^^^Z'^^" 
human  probability,  his  true  charafter  was  not  then  known,  ^  ?(^ 
t)r  fo  much  as  fufpefted ;  but,  after  his  elevation,  it  was  ^/  ' 
quickly  difcovered  :  for,  being  extremely  given  to  women,  *'' "  * 
he  fct  no  bounds  to  his  luft,  or,  where  it  was  ncceflary  to  the 

^  Greg.  Toron.  Isid.      *  Id.  Hift.  Goih. .  •  Appendixad 
chronic. 

him  fay  (43).     Bat,  notwith-  great  difficulty,  which  is,  that 

Handing  the  aniAimity  of  the  Septa   Oppidim  flioald  (jgnify 

SfanifiiViT^r%t^m<AtTn  French  $ette  in  Languedoc,  as  well  as 

kiftoriafi    is    Mly    perfaade^,  Gra/tf  in  i^Va,  he  aflbres  us, 

that  the  ^<>^/»w  Oppidum^  lalfi-  (hat,  io  Come  SpamJ^  maps,  he 

doref  does  not  refer  to  Ceuta  in  has  found  Cap  de  Sette  called 

Africa^  bat  to  the  little  town  of  Mttnte  Seffa ;  and  he  farther  af- 

Setie  in  LamguedoCf   which  the  fens«  that  Bernard Guido,  bifhop 

Franks  having  taken  from  the  of  Lode^va^  who  flouf i(hed  more 

Gotbs^  king  fheudts  tnoaght  it  than  four  hundred   years  ago, 

a  point  of  fuch  importance,  as  aflirmed,  that  the  coimcry  was 

to  fail  with  a  body  of  troops  cilled  SepHmania  from  the  name 

embarked  on  board  a  fleet  col-  of  the  promontory  ;  which  con- 

lefted  in  hafte,  in  order  to  reco-  jedure  though  he  does  not  ap- 

ver  it;  and  that  in  this  expedi-  prove,  yet  he  thinks  that  it  is  a 

tton  his  forces  received  that  fig-  iirong   argument  of  its  being 

nal  blow  which  obliged  him  to  anciently  called  Sepia.     How- 

retorn  intoSpain  with  much  dif-  ever,    nOtwithftanding    all.  be 

Jrrace  (44).     The  fame  author  fays,  it  will  be  difficult  to  find 

ike  wife  adds,  that  the  medals  any  author  in  which  this  capo 

IKll  preferved,  having  on  one  is  called  in  Latin  by  any  other 

fide  the  face  of  Chtharins^  and  name  titan  Settium  Premcnteri- 

on  the  rev^rfe  a  crofs,  with  chefe  urn.     We  do  not  pretend  to 

words  infcribed  round  it,  Vic*  decide  upon  this  head,  becaufe 

toria  Gotbica^  alludes   to  this  much   may   be  (aid   on  both 

adlion.    In  order  to  remove  the  fides. 

(43)  ^'fl-  ^''^«  (44)  ^*  t>'*^*h  Hifoirt  d*  Frena,  tern.  R.  p»  148. 

Z  4  gratification 


36a  ^^^  Ittftorj  (^  B.  XIX- 

gratificadon  of  it,  to  his  cmclty '.  This  m  a  ihort  time 
piade  him  uaiverfally  odious :  as  he  had  already  taloea 
off  fcveral  perfons  of  difttnftion,  fome  of  thofc  who  w^cre 
nearefl:  his  perfon  began  to*  be  jealous  of  their  owa  lafety^ 
and  therefore  refolvea  to  provide  for  it  at  the  expeoce  of  a 
tyrant,  who»  by  violating  all  laws,  had  forfeited^  at.  leaft  in 
their  opinion,  all  title  to  fidelity,  and  «vea  to  cotnpalCQO. 
They  waited  therefore  only  a  favourable  opportunity  to  re- 
move him ;  and  it  was  not  knig  before  they  met  witb  our, 
which,  iii  effefl,  was  of  his  own  procuring  "^  He  iovited 
them  to  a  fplendld  entertainment,  which  was  one  of  his  pria- 
cipal  detights  y  and>  when  the  evening  waa  far  advanoed,  and 
mofl  of  the  company  warm  with  wia«,  thofe  who.  \irere  in 
the  fecret  fuddenly  put  out  the  Fights,  and,  before  he  could 
recover  himfelf  from  his  furprize,  buried  a  dags^  itt  the 
bofom  of  Theod^k^^p  Thisr  difmal  tragedy  was  acted  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  five  hundred  forty-nine,  fo  that  he  en- 
joyed, or  rather  abafed»  the  regal  dignity  abe«U  a  yesr  «sd 
five  months  (O). 

It 

'  '•       . 
*  IsiD,  JoaK.  Ga&G.  Turon.    Marian^i^  Hiftoiiade  Hif- 
pna,  1.  v.  c  8.    Ferreras,  iiiiloirad«  HiffKiM,  P.  iii.  fee. 6. 

MAYEKNE-TuaqUET,   U  V.  .*  Ism*  JVLIAM.  ^   GllBO» 

ToroQ.  IsiD. 

« 

(O)  We  are  afTored  by  Mor  and,  thottgh  he  n^u  dm  aUe  ta 

riana^  that  this  monarch  was  deteffc  any  appearance  of  fbr- 

the  folk  of  th«  fifter  of  Totila^  Z^Y*  ^^  came  ^thither  again  the 

king  of  the  Oftrogotbs^  which  third  yea^,  when  he  not   only 

might  in  all  proba&lity  be  one  caafed  the  doors  of  the  church 

motive  for  raiiing  him  to  the  to  be  ihut  and  fealod  as  he  had 

.throne,  an  honour  he  fo  little  4one  before ;  but,  previooiiy  d>- 

defervcd.    We  are  alTured  by  a  reAed    a  deep   trench  to   be 

ytxy  grave  hiftorian  (45),  that  thrown  vp round  the  church,  to 

•this  king  of  the  Fijtgotbs^  -  fof-  prevent  water  from  coming  by 

peding  a  miracle  which  the  ca-  any  adjacent  Q>rings ;  all  whid^ 

tholics  gave  out  to  be  wrought  however,  was  withoat  cfled,  to 

anaoally  on  the  eve  of  IVhit/wt-  the  king's  great  furprize.     M^ 

d&yy  in  the  cathedral  church  of  riana(»ys,  tkathewasfmploy*d 

OJet,  where,  tho'  Wiped  ever  fo  in  furveying  this  tfench  at  the 

dry,,  the  fonts  were  eontiiMaUy  very  time  that  he  was  ftabbed 

filled  with  water,  he  cAme  two  (46) ;  which  would  do  ao  great 

years  together,  and  examined  it  honour  to  the  miracle,   if  we 

wiih  all  the  care  imaginable;  could  fappofe  it  to  be  trae.  Bat 

(45)  ^»'<X«  T»r$n,  Htft.  Franc,  Vth.  lit.  (46)  H-fior,  it  FCtana,  Hi.  v. 

Ferrerfif 
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It  was  &attiral  enough  for  cfaofe  ^o  had  thos  removed  6*  bit  af- 
)iie  ]dag>  to  think  they  had  a  right,  tinder  the  fame  plea  oifrJpnaHw^ 
leceflity^  to  make  choice  of  another ;  and  therefore,  without  ^p^*  ^' 
Rraitiiig  for  the  tifual  forms,  they  placed  A^la  on  the  throac.  '^^^^^^ 
iTiis  difgtifted  many  of  thr  nobifity,  ¥^0  had  no  fhare  in  ^'  ^f^^ 
theeIe£lion;  and  his  irregular  conduft  foon  increafed  the  '^^* 
number  of  Ms  enemies  ^     The  dty  of  Cordova  was  the  firfE 
that  refafed  to  acknowle^e  him  for  their  fovereign  ;  which 
provoked  him  to  fuch  a  d^ee,  that  he  marched  thither 
witlv  a  numerous  army,  folly  refolved  to  chaftife  the  inha* 
intants  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  might  deter  others  from  fol- 
l6wing  ttxeir  example  <.     The  people  of  Cordova,  ifluing  out 
of  the  city,  attacked  him  in  the  field,  defeated  his  forces^, 
killed  ofic  of  his  fons,  add  obliged  him  to  retire  with  great 
precijHtadofi.     This  fuccefs  of  theirs  excited  revolts  in  ieve- 
Tal  {^es ;  which  Athanagilde,  a  noble,  but  a  very  ambitious 
Gotb^  managed  with  fuch  dexterity,  that  thoie  who  were  in 
arms,  and  without  a  chief,  invited  lilni  to  put  himfelf  at 
their  head,  and  proclaimed  him  king  *.     He  might  very  pro- 
bably have  attained  his  views  without  foreign  aiCflance,  bjit 
he  was  in  hafte  to  be  a  king ;  and,  that  he  might  be  fo  the 
fooncr,  demanded  aiEftance  from  the  emperor  Jufiinian^  to 
whom  this  application  was  very  welcome,  more  efpecially  as 
he  propo(ed  at  the  faihe  time  to  give  a  certain  dilu-iA  on  the' 
coaft  of  Sp^un^  in  return  for  thefe  auxiliaries  ^.     The  empe.- 
ror,  therefore,  fent  over  a  body  of  troops  from  Africa^  under 
the  command  of  Liheritts^  who  was  immediately  put  into  pof- 


^vfttrms  allows  there  are  great  St.  IfidaniX^tvilk^  who  men* 

ob)edk>as  to  it  (47) :  in  the  firft  tioos  a  mirade  of  this  kind* 

F^ace,  there  is  no  fuch  cicy  as  and  who  would  have  beeft  the 

^fin.  Offer ^  or  OJfn^  in  Lujiia*  beft  authority  (ihat  could  hav« 

M;  inthenextyTiirM/i^/r, aia  been  cited. ia  favour  of  thii, 

vraMtnde  of  Spanifi    writers  places  it  in  Sicify  (49),  which 

^S'^*  did  not  reign  above  a  j^ialy  proves,  that  whac  was 

yttr  and  half  (48),  which  makes  laid  to  have  happened  in  Spmn, 

it  impoffible  that  he  could  exa-  had  never  come-  to  his  know^ 

^^^  this  miracle  three  years  lege. 
tog^ers  but,  befides  all  this,. 

rVrJ  Biftr.  dt  Ehana,  P,  nu  fie.  6.  (48)  J^tmandtf,  C6nn  dt 

^*  f'ifigotk.  Ctrw.  JkM^  C^J  Chm.  OteL 

feffio9 


y 
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fefHon  of  tho  surit^me  conatrvy   from  the  fortrefs  of.  Oi^ 

braltar  to  the  confines  of  the  kingdom  of  Valencia  ^  (P). 

Me  is  a!fi      'The  Spahi/b  inhabitants  were  very  well  pleafed  with  this 

dijiroyedhy  change, of  mailers,  for  they  had  always  a  ftrong  propenfity 

a  conjpi'     to  fubmit  to  the  Imperial  authority,  on  the  fcore  of  their  reli- 

ran^  and  giQjj .  fo  ^^x  Uberius  found  it  not  at  all  necellary  to  weaken 

AilAth  ^^^y  ^^  troops  he  commanded,*  by  feparating  them  into 

^eilde*    S^^'^ovL^  •*.  He  made  hafte,  therefore,  lo]oitiAthanagilde ;  and 

^      '     they  were  about  taking  the  held,  when  they  were  informed 

that  Jgila  was  marching  diref^ly  towards  them,  with  an  in^^ 

tent  to  give  them  battle,  or  to  beficge  the  city  of  Seville  *. 

They  began,  upon  this,  immediately  to  move  towards  him  ; 

and  it  was  not  long  before  a  decifive  engagement  enfued,  in 

which,  after  an  obHinate  refiAance,  the  army  of  y^gila  was 

defeated,  and  himfelf]!  with  its  broken  remains,  compelled  to 

retire  to  Merida  ^,     He  did  all  in  his  power  to  revive  the  fpi- 

rits  of  lus  party,  aiid  tq  recruit  his  troops  ;  but  the  nobility 

who'were  about  him,  conddering  the  many  miferies  brought 

upon  their  country  by  this  civil  war,  the  danger  they  were 

in  by  admitting  a  foreign  force,  and  difgufted  with  the  in- 

fofent  behaviour  of  one  who  had  fo  indifferent  a  title,  and 

who,  notwithdanding,  was  continually  threatening  the  utter 

extirpation  of  thofe  in  rebellion,  refolved  at  lad  to  take  that 

Aep  which  appeared  to  them  moll  for  their  interefl ;  and, 

*  IsiD.  Hid.  Goth,      '  Mariana.        *  IsiDOfi.  Hill  Goth, 

^   JORMAND.    IsiDOR. 

(P)  Wc  have  obfcrved  in  the  They    called    them    likewife 

tex4,  •  that  the  Spamjh  hiftoHans  Greeks^  the  modem   hiftorians 

call  the  foreigners,  that  were  ^  more  efpeciallyt  becan(e  they 

now -invited  over,  by  different  were  the  fubjefls  of  the  Greek 

ntoies.     As  for  inftance,  they  emperor.     Bat  the  ode  of  im- 

▼ery  frequently  ftile  them  Ro-  penatiiU  is  clearer  than  either 

isMHifbecanfethefe  people  them-  ofthefe,  as  it  conveys  an  idea 

felves  affdAed  that  citle%  as  fub*  at  once  of  people  fubjeft  (o  an 

jeds  of  the  i?#0M«  empire  ;  and  emperor,  and  governed  by  his 

for  another  reafon  which  de*  lieutenant,  who,  in  thofe  days, 

Icrves  notice,  which  ischis*  that  was  (liled  the  patrician,  an  oi* 

the  '  G^t&Sf^  who   were  Arians^  fice  of  very  high  rank  at  court, 

UDWilKng  to  call  the  Spaniards  and  with  which  it  (etms  fuch  of 

catholics,  filled  them  ^^ma/r/j  as  the  nobility  wene  honoured  as 

living  'in  commanion  with  the  the  emperor  of   ConJia9timpk 

bi(hop  of  Rome  J  and  might  poili-  thoaghc  fit  to  truft  with  his  pro- 

bly  apply  the  fame  title  to  the(e  vince  in  Spain  (50).  ' 
firangers  in  the  v^ry  fame  fenle. 

(50)  Grti  Ttr,  tfiifn  shron^  Iditii  ctrm, 

haviof 
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having  fecredy  concerted  their  meafures,  removed  him  much 
ia  the  fame  way  that  thofe  who  proclaimed  him  king  had.re- 
moved  his  predeceiTorg.  This  happened  in  the  year  of  our. 
Lord  five  hundred  fifty-four;  and  at  the  {ame  time  that  his 
death  was  made  known  to  the  army,  Mhanagilde  was  pro- 
claimed king  with  univerfal  acclamations^.  He  was  no- 
fooner  informed  of  this  unexpe^bed  and  furprifing  refolution, 
than  he  fent  to  give  the  armv  aiTurance  of  his  kind  acceptance' 
of  their  good  wishes,  and  ioon  after  came  and  joined  them 
with  his  own.  From  this  time  he  was,  without  any  farther 
difpute,  acknowleged  the  legal  fovereign  of  the  Cothsy  whofe 
affairs  were  now  in  fuch  a  fituation,^  that,  if  this  civil  war 
kad  not  been  thus  determined^  they  might  very  probably 
have  been  reduced  again  under  the  power  of  the  emperor,, 
who,  having  recovered  Jfric  and  Italy,  was  very  ambitious 
of  retrieving  Spain  ^ 

Ath4nagilde,  according  to  fome  hiftorians,  eftabliihed  Athant- 
tlic  refidence  of  the  Gothic  monarchs  at  TaleJa,  as  being  a  &^^^ 
city  moft  happily  Ctuated  for  that  purpofe,.  being  almoft  in  ^^^f^  . 
the  centre  of  their  dominbns  ;  yet,  being  ftriftly  examined,.  ^"  -ra^ 
this  win  be  found  perhaps  no  more  than  conjefture  ^.     He  \^lf^^ 
was  without  doubt  a  prince  of  a  very  gracious  difpofition,  /^^  ^,fy^ 
and  one  who  chofe  to  eftablifti  his  authority  rather  on  ^^jtnjeral 
afTedion,  than,  as  his  predecefTor  had  done,  on  the  fears,  otflaat. 
bis  fubjefts,  which  however  made  him  generally  and  chear- 
fuUy  obeyed.     The  Remans^  or,  as  they  are  caUed  by  fome 
modern  writers,  and  not  improperly,  imperialifis,  either  be* 
lieving  they  could  never  be  paid  for  the  fervice  which  they 
had  rendered  this  king  at  the  beginning  of  his  reign,   or 
piomptcd  by  the  native  S^niardsj  who,  on  account  of  the 
difference  of  their  religion,  hated  the  yoke  of  theCo/A/,  he- 
gan  to  extend  their  power,  and  added  feveral  important 
places  to  thofe  which  had  been  yielded  to  them,  whether  by 
confent  or  force,  does  not  appear.     This,  however  provoked 
the  Gathsy  who  reprefented  their  fears  in  fuch  ftrong  terms  to 
^thanagilde,  that,  findhig  nothing  was  to  be  done  by  per- 
fuaCon,  he  had  reconrfe  at  length  to  force,  and  quickly  took 
from  the  imperialifts  all  their  new  conquefts.     It  is  pofliblc 
that  fome  events  of  importance  happened  in  this  war,  and 
that  there  might  be  other  caufes  than  thofe  we  have  men- 
tioned ;  but  the  filence  of  the  hiftorians  of  thofe  times  has 

'  Greg.  Turon.  *  Jorn.  Isidor.  Greg.  Turon, 

*  Imd.  Hift.  Goth.        *  Mariana,  HilloriadcHifpana.    Fbr- 
•    »i»As,  Hiftoria  dc  Hifpana.    Mayirne  Twr^nbt. 

ccncealei 
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cMicealed  them  from  our  notice  '•    tt  appears,  however^ 
chat,  from  his  condnd  in  this  and  other  refpeds,  JthanagUde 
rendered  hicifelf  Qmver&By  bdored  by  his  fnbjofb,  and  gjc^ 
neraUy  refpefled  hj  his  nrighboors  ^. 
His  f am'      This  monardi  of  the  Vijtgorhs^  by  his  qneen  Gofumtha^ 
Ij^  tb€      had  two  daughters  of  admirable  beauty,  the  fame  of  which 
marriagtt  reached  to  Frtmee^  now  governed  by  four  yonng  princes* 
^f^i*        Of  thefe,  Sigetert,  king  or  Aaftrafia^  the  yonngeft  but  oncv 
Jaufhiirj,  fcdng  ^tfa  regret  how  much  hie  brethren  had  diflionourcd' 
^hf    ^'*^®^<^^^  ^y  wneqnaJ  martiages  and  rhdr  diflbhite  lives,  rc- 
thL  «mr-  **^^  ^  demand  in  marriage  Srwuchildcj  or  Bmnehaad,  the 
»€b.     *  yonngeft  of  AthanagtW^  daughters ;  and  accordingly  fent 
Gogon^  who  was  his  prime  miniiler,  at  the  head  of  a  fplemlkf 
embafly,  for  that  purpofe  *•    To  lilm  that  princefs  was  defi- 
Tered,  with  a  krge  fam  of  money,  and  conduAed  into 
France^  where  (he  quickly  became  a  catholic ;  and,  though 
feme  French  hiftorians  reprefimt  her  as  a  very  bad*  woman, 
Jt  others,  as  wdl  as  Mariana^  of  the  Spanijb  writers,  give 
ler  a  very  high  charaAer^(QJ.     This  marri^e  was  fo' 
'much  applauded  in  France^  that,  the  year  followmg,  Chit* 
fetic^  king  of  SoiffonSy  the  youngeft  of  the  four  brethren, 
refolved  to  requeft  of  Athanagildey  his  other  daughter  CW- 
ftdntha^  though  he  had  already  two  wives,  Audovere^  and 
the  infamous  Treckgoruk  ^.    It  was  with  great  rdudance  the 

>  Grbo.  Toron.  *  Isid.  Hift.  Goth.  ■  FaEDic. 

hk  chron.    Gaso.  Turon.  c  CoasiMOr,  Hiftoire  d6 

France.  f  Gate.  Tukni. 

( Q^)  The  apology  written  £tn&  examination  of  tltit  mat- 
by  MarftmMf  in  favour  of  this  ter  belongs  to  another  part  of 
f  riac^r^  is  far  from  being  the  our  biflonr  i  and  the  main  in- 
lead  ihining  part  of  hishillory  tencion  of  this  note  is,  to  dire£t 
(5 1 1,  as  it  mail  be  allowed,  that  the  reader^s  regard  to  the  coa^* 
he  has  offered  many  probable  feaiiencea  that  followed  with 
argoments  azainft  receiving  in  relped  to  the  Gothsf  from  this 
the  grofs  all  the  impntacions  marriage ;  which,  with  a  tittle 
that  hare  been  thrown  upon  attention,  he  wilt  perceive  to  be 
her.  In  doing  this,  he  has  the  foarce  of  the  principal  erents 
followed  the  Heps  of  Beccace  of  the  two  fucceeding  reigns,  in 
and  Pauks  Bmiiius^  both  of  which  the  greateft  changes  were 
them  elegant  and  judicionswri'  brought  about,  in  refpedl  both 
ters,  who  faw  the  ill  ufage  this  to  church  and  ftate,  that  hap* 
unhappy  queen  received  in  the  pened  during  the  continuance 
fame  light  that  he  did.     The  of  the  G^/^/V  Kingdom  (52).     , 

(51)  Hifi^r,  de  Efpanst  lib,  t.  e»f*  !••    Coidtm^j^  Hifi^  Ffaneor,  torn,  if. 

king 
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..Id^g  of  iht  Goth  yields  to  his  dsCiiCj  andticic  till  the  Uogs 
his  bicthrejQ  guarantied  his  promifes,  which  however  were 

.  very  ill  k£pt,  fiocep  at  the  ioAigation  of  Tredegendey  he  caufed 
the  queen  to  be  Araogled ;  upon  which  his  brethren  invaded 
his  dominions,  and  he  was  at  length  obliged  to  yield  to 
Brunihaud  thofe  places  which  had  been  given  by  way  of 
dowry  to  her  filler  ^.  Jthanagilde^  having  reigned  in  peace* 
and  with  gjpeat  reputation,  thirteen  years,  deoeafed  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  five  hundred  fixty-feven,  and  before  his 
death,  as  fome  writers  fay,  was  reconciled  to  ihe  church  ' • 

After  the  death  of  this  wife  and  great  prince,  there  fol-  A^inUr^ 
lowed  an  interregnum  of  five  months ;  a  certdn  hiAorlan  £»y$,'^^P"^  9f 
\si  five  years '.     The  nobility  pretended,  that  tbey  were  not  ?  """^'^^ 
ahle  to  fix  upon  a  perfon  who  had  the  virtues  requifite  to  ^'^p^ 
{nppon  fo  high  a  dignity ;  but,  as  Mariana  well  ablbret,     u^* 
it  is  much  more  probable  that  tbey  had  their  private  views  ^^^^*^* 
and  particular  interefts  at  heart,  fince  ambition  and  jealoufy  i,^  /n. 
have  ufually  a  much  larger  Ihare  than  the  love  of  peace,  or  wnuem^ 
regard  to  the  public  intereft,  in  all  difputes  of  this  Jcind  \  mcus. 
But,  from  whatever  caufe  thefe  divlfioas  might  arile,  they 
had  a  diimal  eSk&  on  the  affairs  of  the  nation ;  for  the  impe- 
rialifls,  taking  advantage  of  this  untoward  fituation  of  things, 
extended  their  conquefts "  daily,  at  the  fame  time  that  feveral 
great  men  began  to  opprefs  their  vaflals;  h  that,  for  want 
of  a  king,  there  ftarted  up  many  tyrants  ^.     This  however 
produced  one  good  efied ;  the  peoj^  in  general,  and  more 
Specially  the  inhabitants  ot  great  cities,  began  to'exprc/s 

.their  difiafte  in  very  loud  terms;  (o  that  the  nobility  found, 

.that  the  heft  way  to  provide  for  their  own  fafety,  was,  to 
proceed) without  farther  delay,  to  the  choice  of  a  prince  <  (&)» 

Und£|i 

q  Geft.  Re|.  Franc,  c.  51.    Grbg.  Toron.        '  Mariana, 
liiftoria  de  Hifpana,  lib.  v.  cap.  9.  •  Luc.  Tudjsii. 

t  Hiftoria  de  Hifpana»  cap.  xi.        >  J.  Bic<.ar.         *  Mari- 
ana, FeRR^RAS.  '  J.  BiCLAR. 

((R)  There  is  great  difcord-  true  meaning  ($3].     It  is  not 

ajic^  in  the  accounts  given  us  however  altogether  improbable, 

by  hiAorians  who  lived  in  and  that  Liuva  was  governor  of  the 

4iear  thefe  times  of  this  inter-  territories  which  the  Gothj  ppf- 

fegnum*  at  the  fame  time  that  feifed  in  Gaul  daring  the  reign 

what  they  fay  is  fo  very  con-  q^  Jthana^Ut  i  and  that  his  ad* 

cife,  that  it  is  not  eafy  to  com-  miniftration  was  fo  wife  and 

prehend  with  any  certainty  their  juft,  that  the  people  remsuned 

(53)  V^'  C^^'  Goth^,  Cbnn,  J,  Bklar, 

firm 


J 


£gothsy 
And  diti 
after  a 
Jbort 
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Liuva  is       CTndm  thcfe  circumftanccs,  the  majority  of  the  nobles 
At  length    at  laft  caft  their  eyes  upon  Liuva  (fo  his  name;  appears  upon 
tUaedking  his  coins),  or,  as  hiftorians  commonly  call  him,  Uuha^  who 
#//^tf  Vi-^3j5  at  that  time  governor  of  the  Gothic  provinces  in  Gaitl^ 
•^irhom  they  efcvatcd  to  the  throne  %  though  not  Vith  the  uni 
vcrfal  Confent  of  the  nation,  which  perhaps  is  the  reafofD 
that  the  hiftorian  before-mentioned  includes  the  years  of  what 
others  ftile  his  reign,  in  that  interregnum  which  followed  on 
the  death  of  his  prcdeceflbr.     It  is  indeed  agreed,  that  no 
prince  ever  deferved  a  crown  better ;  for  he  was  not  only 
pious,  prudent,  and   brave,  but  of  fo  public  a  fpirit,  and 
preferred  the  welfare  of  his  fubjefts  fo  much  to  his  private 
advantage,  that,  perceiving  affairs  would,  fuffer  if  he  removed 
out  of  Gout,  and  that  the  Fijigoths  were  in  great  danger  of 
being  driven  out  of  Spain  if  they  had  not  a  chief  of  diftin- 
guifhed  abilities  at  their  head,  he  propofed  to  the  nobility 
iifTociating  his  brother  in  the  regal  dignity,  as  a  meafure  which 
this  conjunfture  required,  and  which  led  him  to  propofe  it*. 
The  then  ftare  of  things,  the  nature  of  the  expedient,  and 
the  difpofition  of  the  people,  who  loudly  applauded  the  king's 
generous  difpofition,  obfiged  the  nobility  to   yield  to  this 
motion.     Liuba,  therefore,  having  made  this  provifion  for 
thefecurrty  of  that  part  of  his  dominions,  continued  to  rc- 
fide  in  Gaul^  where  he  kept  his  fubjefts  in  the  full  pofleffioa 
of  peace  and  profperlty  to  the  time  of  his  deceafe,  which 
happened  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  five  hundred  feventy-two  *. 
We  have  chofen  to  reprefent  the  few  events  in  this  fhort 
reign  all  together,  that  they  might  appear  with  greater  perfpi- 
cuity  to  the  reader,  than  they  would  have  done  if  inter- 
llnixed  with  that  of  his  brother,  who  became  the  fole  mon- 
arch of  the  Goths  at  his  deceafe,  and  one  of  the  moft  dif* 

y  Mariana;  Miftoria  dc  Hirpana,  1.  v,  c.  ii.     Maybhk* 
TuRquET,  1.  V.     FsRHbRAS,  Hiiloria  de  Hifpana,  1.  iii.  fc!l.  6. 

*   J.  BlCLAR.      \   ISID.  Hift.  Goth.       J.  BiCLAR. 


firm  in  thfcjr  obedience,  while 
the  inhabitants  of  Spain  were  in 
a  flate  of  confuHen,  for  want  of 
a.  prince  ;  and  that  it  was  the 
obfervation  of  their  different 
circiim fiances  that  induced  the 
latter  to  iofift  upon  an  c4e6lion, 
and  perhaps  determined  them 


likewife  to  defire  that  the  crown 
might  be  placed  apon  the  head 
of  that  worthy  perfon,  who, 
while  eheir  domellic  diirettfiofis 
expofed  them  to  their  foreign 
enemies,  covered  Spain  on  that 
fide,  which  mdft  otherwife  have 
been  the  weakeH  (54). 


/54^  MaNantf  H^ir^  de  EJpana^  lih»y. 


tinguKhed 
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tingciifhed  princes  of  that  nation  who  had  hitherto  reigned 
in  Spain  *>. 

Leovigilde,  whom  his  brother  had  aflbciated  in  the  Hi  aj/o^ 
governmeht «,   was  a  perfon  of  great  power  and  dillinftion.  ciatesbis 
Before  that  event  happened,  he  had  efpoufed  Theodofia^  the  brother 
daughter  of  Severian,  duke  or  governor  of  the  province  of  r.^^'^V 
Carthagenn,  whom   the  Span'ifb  hiftorians  conceive  to  have S* 'J. 
been  the  fon  of  Theudlsy  oucc  king  of  the  Vifigoths.     By  this  ^^^    ^.^" 
lady,  who  was  dead  before  his  elevation  to  the  throne,  he^;^^^  ^^ 
had  two  fons,  Hermenigilde  and  Rechared^  and,  in  virtue  ofr^^^^g^^ 
this  alliance,  had  a  great  intercft  among  the  native  Spaniards^ 
as  well  as  the  Goths  ^,     In  order  to  extend  this  fiiil  farther, 
and  to  put  an  intire  end  to  thofe  difputcs  that  flill  fubfifted, 
he  thought  proper  to  efpoufe  Gofmnthay  the  widow  of  the 
late  king,  which  contributed  not  a  little  to  augment  his  au- 
thority*.    He  then  proceeded  to  afjcmblc  an  army,  with 
which  he  attacked  the  imperialifts,  and  laid  fiege  to  Mcdma 
Sidonia,  which  made  an  obftinatc  refiftance.    At  length   he 
found  means  to  enter  into  intelligence  with  one  of  the  inha* 
bitants,  by  whofe  affiftance  his  foldiers  entctred  into  the  place, 
and  put  all  that  were  in  it  to  the  fword,  that  it  might  ftrike 
a  terror  into  thofe  who  had  revolted  during  the  time  of  the 
late  troubles  ^     The  city  of  Cordova  felt  next  the  weight  of 
his  arms ;  which  he  was  the  more  defirous  of  reducing,  as 
it  was  a  place  of  great  ftrength,  and  very  important  by  its 
fituation,  but  more  efpecially  as  its  inhabitants  had  ftiewn  a 
very  great  2real  for  their  new  mafters.     They  made  therefore, 
as  might  well  be  expefted,  a  very  vigorous  and  even  ob- 
nate  defence,   till  the  king  found  a  weak,  place.    This  he 
prudently   battered  with    that   artillery  of   the   firft    in- 
vention and  greateft  force,  a  large  fum  of  ready  gold,  by 
which  he  gained  admittance^  and,  being  once  mafter  of  Cor- 
dova, reduced  many  other  cities  and  fortrefles,  rather  by  the 
terror  than  the  application  of  his  arms  g.     Thus  while  th^ 
prudence  of  Luil^a  kept  all  things  quiet  in  the  Gothic  pro- 
vince in  Gaul,  the  valour  and  vigilance  of  Leovigilde  reftored 
the  reputation  of  the  Goths  in  Spain. 

When  he  became  fole  monarch  of  the  Goths ^  and  {^\v,Bj  his 
that  partly  through  hope,  partly  from  fear,  the  nobility  tefti-g^^^^  «^- 
fied  in  j^neral  a  very  great  affeftion  fojf  his  perfon,  and  pro-  ^''^/'  .^^ 
-    found  obedience  to  his  commands,  he  refolved  not  to  lofe  fo^y^^'^fJ^" 
favourable  an  opportunity,  but,  under  various  plaufible  and'  '"^.y-^ 

^  Greg,  Tur.  J.  Biclar.  «  Adonis  Chronic.  *  ^^^^' to  the  rank 
J.  BicLAR.  *  IsiD.  Hift.  Goth.  Greg.  Turon.  /  J.  ^^'c/ princes. 
ctAa.  «  Id.  ibid.  '  J  r        ' 

popular 
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pppular  pnottsBces,  imlmated  the  expediency  pf  .aflbcauag 
his  two  fons,  as  heirs  cxpeAant  of  the  kingdom^  and  pc^- 
feflbrs  likeivile  of  iuoh  a  lbar«  of  authority  as  be  thought 
proper  to  intrufi  them  wi.th ;  which  being  received  with  ap- 
plaufe  by  siftny,  ^ud  oppofed  by  none,   Hermfnigilde  9od 
lU/obared  were  publicly  proclaimed  princes  of  the  Gctbs  ^* 
Thus  the  reader  fees  what  an  influence  the  perfonal  virta^ 
of  a  king  will  always  haire,  even  on  ^  elective  coi^ftitutioa. 
This  great  a£ur  fimfbed,  the  king  turned  his  arms  s^aiafl 
the  inhabitants  of  Qintairia,  then  a  very  large  proviooe, 
comprehending  not  only  what  is  now  called  Bifcay^  but  all 
the  Deighbouric\g  mountainous  countries.     Notwithftand- 
ing  the  bardioefs  of  the  people,  and  the  natural  ftrength  of 
the  places  which  they  inhabited^  Leoingilde  reduced  them  by 
d^rees,  x:haflifcd  them  feverely  for  their  revolt,  and  obliged 
thaa^  though  not  without  great  diiEculty,  to  iubmit  to  that 
lorm  of  goveimment  which  he  judgedconveoient  to  impofe ; 
which  oonqueft  added  not  a  little  to  the  reputation  of  his 
armsy  and  the  iecurrty  of  his  government  i. 
Hermeni-      Jn  the  courfe  of  thefe  wars^  Mir^  kiDg  of  the  Suem^  had 
glide         aflbrded  fbme  aiEftancetohis  ueighbourSy  who  were  is  arms 
4fpouf€s  the  agaioft  the  king  of  the  Goths ^  which  was  fufficicnt  to  pro- 
prtncefs      y^j^^  ^  prinoc  of  LeovigiWs  difpofitioo,  aqd  who  was  on  the 
^^ht  ^t  P^*^^  ^f  turning  the  whole  force  of  his  dominioQ;s  agaioA 
iinl  Si^ee!  ^^  S9ievi^  when  their  kiqg  madefuch  fubmiiSoas  by  hls^em* 
^f^    *     bafladors,  as  diverted  the  Aorm  for  that  feafon  ^,    LeQvigildi 
inraded  oext  the  inhabitants  of  the  mountains  of  Orc^pede^ 
which  are  thought  to  comprehend  the  Sierras  of  Cayo^  of 
Molina  and  Cuenca,  to  the  frontiers  of  the  kingdom  of  Mur^ 
fia,  lyic^  in  the  very  heart  of  his  dominions,  and  which, 
notwithftanding,  depending  on  their  wild  inhofpitable  coun^ 
try,  thought  to  preferve  their  favage  freedom  frdm  fufitxii^ 
any  controul  through  him,  as  tb^y  had  done  againft  his  pre- 
<leceSbrs.    But  the  king,  who  underftood  perfefUy  the  arc 
of  war,  and  bis  troops  that  were  continually  ui(ed  to  coo* 
<}uer, ,  ibon  uught.  tliem  a  new  Ic/lbn,  obliged  them  to  fub^ 
mit  to  his  mercy,  and,  upon  a  fixond  revolt^  puniihed  them» 
as  his  manner  was,  with  extraordinary  rigour  '•    The  peace 
of  his  dominions  being  thus  fettled,  he,  l^  the  advice  of  his 
queen,  refolded  to  demand  the  princefs  Ingondcy  her  graiKi« 
daughter  hy  Brunehaud^  for  his  fon  Hemienlg^lde^  and  this 
marriage  being  quickly  concluded,  to  the  fatisfaf^ion  of  both 
parties,  he  put  the  youBg  prince  and  his  confort  into  pof- 

^  Isio.  J.  BicLAR.  i  Vit.  S.  Millan.  *  J.  Bi- 

-    -CLAR.  '  Id.  ibid. 
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feffion  of  part  of  his  dbmioions,  and  tent  them  to  keep  their 
court  at  Seville^  The  joy  occa/ioned  by  this  match  did 
sot  laft  JOQg ;  for  H^rmenigilde,  by  the  perfuaiion  of  his 
idfe,  became  a  catholic,  upon  which  a  civil  war  enfaed  be- 
tween him  and  his  father,  in  which  the  young  prince  expected 
af&ifeance  from  the  imperiafifis ;  but  the  old  king  prevented 
^t  by  bribing  their  general "  ;  and  in  a  ihort  time  reduced 
his  fon  to  fnch  diftrefs,  that,  at  the  perfuaiion  jof  his  brother 
Rtchared^  he  fnbmitted,  and,  bdng  defpoiled  of  all  enfi^os 
of  royalty,  was  fent  prifoner  to  ToUdo^  notwithAanding  which 
be  remained  firm  in  his  religion  ^  (T). 

Ths 

«  Gmo.  Tor.         ■  ]•  BicLAK.         ^  Gaic.  Tor. 

(T)  There  feems  to  be  fome  and  palled  her  on  the  floor  by 

confnfion  in  the  account  which  the  hair  of  her  head  (98).    All 

Mariawa  gives  oi  of  the  dif*  this  happened  in  the  ,firft  year 

putes  between'  the  kin|;  and  his  after  their  marriage,  which  in- 

lon  HtrmtnipUi^    which  may  duced  the-  king  to  fend  tho 

be  eafily  excttfed  j  for,  amoQgft  prince  and.  his   confort  from 

lany  of  the  antient  hiftoriana  coort,  one  author  fays  to 


who  have  undertaken  to  record  da  (90),  and  another  to  SimiUi 

jtheie  events,  there  are  hardly  (i);  but  as  the  latter  was  upon 

two  chat  agree  about  a  fad«  the  fpot,  and  bore  a  ibare  in 

jBUchlcfsin  reference  to  its  cir-  this  perfecution,  it  is  more  pro- 

cumftances.     If  we  may  de-  bable  that  he  is  in  die  right. 

pend  on  fome,  Gojuintha^  the  St.  Ltandir^  who  was  thdn  me- 

,grandmoriierandmother-in-law  tropolkan  of  that  city,    con- 

oftbeprincefsii^^W^,wabvery  firmed  the  favourable  incUnai* 

deformed  in  her  perfon,   had  tions  Hermtnigiidi  had  to  ths 

loft  an  eye,  and  was  not  only  catholic  fiitth,  and  admitted  him 

very  haity  and  paflionate,  but  into  its  communion  (a).    An 

obftinate  alfo  and  implacable  antient  hiflorian  aflerts,    thatt 

(97),    She  preiTed  the  princefs,  upon  this  occafion,  he  took  the 

who  was  bat  iixteen  when  (he  name  of  John  (3) ;  which  A{a* 

was  married,  to  quit  the  catho-  riana  t&inks  improbable,    be* 

lie  religion,  and  to  be  rebap-  caufe  that  name  does  not  ap- 


^_,  as  the  practice  was  a-  .  near  on  the  eoM  medals  which 

jBongft  the  Aritms  at  that  time;  he  caufed  tube  ftruck  foon  af« 

and,  upon  her  refufal,  had  re-  ter  his  converfion,  and  diftri- 

courfe  not  only  to  menaces  but  bated  amongft  hit  friends  (a)* 

blows,  threw  her  on  the  ground,  Before  the  end  of  the  year  £• 

.^  ,  ftamped  upon  her  with  her  feet,  rupture  happened^  ana  pnncf 

(97)  *'A  *  Mhmu.i,  T.  c.  IS.  C^tjFtrrtrst,  P.  iil«  AfiP.  ^ 

(99)  ^'3?*  ^*'*"'  ^i/^'  Fiwie,  Uk  vw  (t)  Chna,  Jt0i,  BuUr.        {%)  Mm* 
hsns,  T^piet,  Ftrrfrtts.         (3)  Ong,  Tiu.  ItjU.  JF^MT.  /•  ▼»        '  (4J  B^ 

• 

>  Hon.  Hist.  Vol. XIX,  A  n                 Strm0* 
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frouUisiii     The  d^fmte  between  the  Ather  and  the  fyn  had,  as  might 
difftriHt    be  well  expeftedy  die  moft  difina]  cfleAs  upon  the  cathodes ; 
farti  of    all  of  whom  were  confidered  by  LtovigSde  as  rebels  frdm 
^P^^     principle ;  and  therefore  he  treated  many  of  the  cathcdie 
mJ  the     ^Mbopg  and  clergy  with  that  rigor  which  was  hataral  tohltt, 
iiTva^    **^  which,  by  degrees,  increafed  into  a  general  periecotSon ; 
^^^    '    the  rather  becaufe  of  thehr  tntrigocs  with  the  SttA/i,  and  with 
the  kings  of  the  Franks^  from  whom,  as  they  were  of  the 
fame  rdimon,  it  was  natural  for  the  catholics  in  Spain  to 
expeft  amflxnce  and  encoarasement  ^    Queen  Brunchdud 
interpofed  her  good  offices  in  faTonr  of  the  fxince,  and  of 
her  daughtqr,  bnt  to  no  purpofe ;  for  her  mother  Gq/uintha, 
who  was  a  bisotted  ^rnt/i,  prevented  any  good  efFeAs  that 
might  otherwue  have  attended  her  folicitation  ">.    Tl^  re- 
ligious debates,  amongft  other  mircbievous  confeqnoices, 
.  are  fuppofed  to  have  beisn  the  principal  caule  of  the  general 
revolt  of  the  Vafcons.  who  inhabited  the  countries  of  Cm- 
pufcoa^  ffavaru^  and  Jacca ;  whoflii  notwithllanding,  king 
iMvigiide  quickly  reduced  by  force  of  arms ;  and,  as  weu 
to  preferve  the  memory  of  his  fucoefs,  as  to  provide  the 
more  efie^ally  agsdnft  any  fiitore  revolts,  he  boilt,  in  the 
tfiftrift  oiAlavdy  a  new  citjr  and  fortrefs,  to  which  he  gave 
the  name  of  ViSoriac  r.    But  fo  ihort-fighted  are  the  views 

V  IsiDoa.  de  Script.  ^  Greg.  Turon.  '  J.Bi- 

CLAR. 

"Hifminigildit  tliroach  the  per-  exceedingly  weaken  his  power. 

*lldy  of  die  imperuSifIs,  found  In  order  to  prevent  this,  he 

'himfelf  under  a  neceffity  of  tak-  caufed  an  aflembly  of  the  dinr- 

'!ngfan£tuary,  out  of  which  he  gy  to  meet  the  next  year,  who 

was  drawn  by  theinterceiBon  Of  were  direfted  to  try  to  ftaaie 

'his  brother,  to  whom  the  king  fnch  forms  of  public  prayer  as 

had  promifed  that  he  would  ufe  might  be  ufed  by  both  parties ; 

him  tenderly;  notwitliltanding  in  the  management  ot   whieh 

which  he  reproached  him  bitter-  fcfaeme  the  king  fucceeded  to- 


ly,  when  he  came  into  his  pre-    lerably  well  in  this  aflembly  ; 
ence,  and  ordered  him  to  be    bnt  when  it  came  to  be  put  in 


'I 


'confined  (^).    The  true  reaibn  execution,  this  projeA  proved 

that  the  king's  refentment  ran  abortive  (6);  and  as  the  kmg 

fo  high,  was  from  an  appre-  attributed  this  to  the  hopes  die 

"henfion  that  BermmpUet  eon-  catholics  had  of  Hirmeni^iUk^t 

"duft  woirld  produce  an  irrm-  acceffion,  it  tncenfed  him  the 

.rable  breach  between  the  Ca-  mors  agunft  that  nnfortnnate 

tbolics  and  Jriuns,  which  would  prince  (7). 

(5)  Grig9r,  Tyniunf^if.  frane.  /i>.  v.  c.  il.  Cbnn,  Jom»  iBUlm,      (S)  If^ 
i»r.  4t  Serif t9r,  (^}  Ferrirfii,  f.vL  fee.YU 

of 
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of  all  ^uman  politics, .  that  this  had  an  tSbtSt  of  which  thf 
Idag  never  /entertained  thie  leaft  fuipicion ;  for  though  it  pre' 
feryied  the  country,  it  19ft  h^m  the  people  •.  The  Vafions 
&w  that  it  .was  impoffibjie  for  them  to  relift  the  ^lbnarch  biF 
the  Qoths^  whofe  forces,  hjracoutinual  courfeof  a^on,  Ver6 
become  inyincible;  and  therefore,  quitting  their  native 
fea^y  they  p^fled  the  mountain^  in  great  maltitndes,  and,  iii 
fpite  0^  ah  the  refl^Ace  that  could  be  itaade,  poftefledi  them- 
ieives  of  a  part, of  Aqidta&jfie^  which  from  them  received  Ac 
nan^  pf  Kz/2:^f7i^z^  or,  according  to  the  iV/nrA  jpronuiici£- 
tion,  Gafcony  *.      ^     *    ".   *     '    .  *    *'      ^' 

'    Whilh  the. king  was  thus  occupied  iq  the  northern  part  ^  w^ 
of  Jib  dominions,  his  (on  JlermenigUde^  having  made  hw*^'^««'» 
cfcape  froni  the  place  of  hi?  exile  6r  iinptybfimeht,  began  ^.f?^* 
to  take  the  bcft  meafures  he  could  for  his  own  fccurity  *  S  "*  ^ 
Bat  it  was  Jiot  long  before  teovij^lde  marched  againft  ,him  ly^ 
with  a  nnmcrons  army,  Xf^MeHda  in  his'paftage,  and  ad-  %,i^cb 
vanced  direftly  towards  Seville.    As  in  the  former  ^war  he  ^^^  i>  z^g^ 
was  deceived  in  his  expedation  of  affiftance  fro'm^the  impe-  death  tf 
rialifts,  fo  in  this  he  was  undone  by  his  dependence  upon  the  the  latter. 
Sisevi^.tho*  with  this  difierenpe  indeed,  that  ^ir,  king  of  |hat 
nation,  raif^  all  the  forces  that  he  was  able  to  afi^mble,  an^ 
marched  with  them  to  join  prince  ffermerugilde ;  but  the  bljl 
king,  having  exaft  intelligence  of^  all  his  motions,  brought. 
tJhim  into  fuch  diftrefs,  tl^at  he  endeavonrf^fl'  to  pafs  oat  of 
Lit/kaaiay  hy  intercepting  his  communication  with  his  owi» ' 
country,  at  .the. fame  time  that  the  bulk  of  thcCoilfic  army 
lay  between  him  and  pcince  ffermenigilde,  who  was  at  a  greit 
dUlance ;  fp  that  at  length  -he  was  conftrained  to  abandon 
his  alliance,  andj  as  fome  Spant/b  hiftorians  fay,  obliged 
to  fend  a  part  of  his  troops,  which  ferved  as  auxiliaries  at 
the  fiege  of  Seville  ^.     That  inflexible  temper,  for  which 
the.  king  was  (o  remarkable,  difplayed  itfelf  to  an  extraorcfir 
nary  degree  In  th«  cpurfe  of  this  jQcge ;  .fpr  a  anml^er  of  p^- 
foos  being  tnrned  put  of  the  place,  to  prevent  a  famine,  hfi 
canfed  them  to  be  put  to  death  without  mercy  '.    In  a  fhort 
time  the  city  was  in  all  refpe^ts  (o  diArefled,  that  prince  Ner- 
memgilde  w^s,  with  great  difficulty,  able  toma^  his  elczfc 
to  Cordova ;  foon  after,  whioh  the  place  furrenderof,  and  the 
king  marched  to  befiege  his  fon  in  Cordova.  l^His  hequickj^ 
reduced ;  and  Hermenigilde^  being  made  prifoncr,  was  ifeot 
.  loaded  with  chains  to  SevUie,  and  not  a^ong  after  removi^ 

•  FaaaitAs  Hift.  deiiifpana,  p.iiL  fee.  vi*      <  J.  Bict^Jt/^ 
•  Gaao.  Turon.  ^  Isii^oa.  iiiil,^uf¥or.  J.  BiCLAa. 

Ga&o.Turon.  >  J.  BictAR. 
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firom  thence  privately  to  Tarragona ;  but  that  {H-ince  having 

fent  an  ambadador  to  Con^xntimple,  to  folicit  the  aiSftaocQ 

<]f  the  (7r/^^  emperor ;  and  orders  being  fent  from  thence  to 

the  general  of  the  imperialifb  in  SpMu,  to  attack  the  Goths  \ 

Und  that  general  marching  directly  towards  the  place  of  the 

prince's  confinement,  his  father  omfed  him  to  be  removed 

again  privately  to  Seville^  and  fhut  ap  in  a  tower  ^«    He  bad 

not  continued  long  there,  before  aa  Jrian  bUhop  was  fent  tQ 

jpcrfuade  him  to  change  his  religion ;  which  he  abfolutely  re- 

niied  to  do,  or  to  communicate  with  that  prelate  at  the  icsH 

o£  Eqfier;  and  of  this  as  foon  as  the  king  was  informed,  he 

^   .     caufed  him  lecretly  to  be  put  to  death  in  the  night  of  the 

'  thirteenth  of  JprU,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  584  *;  which  day, 

therefore,  is  .dedicated  to  his  memory,  as  a  (aint  and  martyr, 

by  the  church  of  Rome  ••    As  for  the  princefs  Ingonde^  he 

had  bv  her  only  one  fon,  named  after  her  grandfather  Atha- 

naplae^  who  was  fent  t(>  Confiaatihople  after  his  &ther*s 

death  ^  (V). 

•  After 

V  IsiDoa.  de  Script,  k  Hift.  Goth*^  S.  GitBcoa.  J.  Bicljjl^ 
s  S.GaBG.  Dialog,  lib.  iij.  J.  BicLAa.  Grbg.  Tan  *  Mo* 
«ALB8.  ^GaacTuron. 

(V)  We  find  in  Marima  no  contradiAions,  in  the  reladoni 

mention  at  all  made  of  the  firil  given  by  aotient  writers  of  the 

fabmiiBonandimpri&Dmentof  events  of  this  war}  aad  the 

Umnim^ldi\  bat  the  whole  of  onty  point  of  conftauence  in 

his  ftory  vk  profecuted  in  a  con-  which  they  ieem  to  be  agreed 

dnaed   narrative,    in   which,  is,  that  the  city  of  5mnf/2r  fuf- 

however,  are  inferted  the  king*8  fered  extremely,    and  was  at 

letters  to  hit  fon,  exhorting  him  laft  redaced  by  a  long  fiege, 

to  alter  his  featimeats  and  his  '     Some  writers  fay,  that  JUt" 

velig^on,  and  the  prince's  an-  numgilie  retired  firft  to  the  im- 

fwer;  whereas  FemraSf  by  a  perialifts,   and  finding  htmielf 

comparifon  of  the  feveral  faAs  but  coldJy  received,  withdrew 

end  dates  that  occor  in  antient  from  thence,  and  fluit  himUf 

enthors,  makes  it  hiehly  pro-  np  in  Offet  with  no  more  than 

•bable  that  the  fecondwar  be-  300    men ;    that    though   ^ 

tween  the  king  and  his  fon  f  lace  was  very  ftrong,  yet  be- 

.took  iu  rife  from  LiovigiUt*%  mg  fuddenly  invefted  bv  the 

.violent  perfecudon  of  the  ca-  king,  and  being  attacked  be» 

tholics,  who  therenpon  revolted  fore  the  earifon  recovered  their 

'in  many  places;  which,  with  farprife,itwas  carried  by  aflank* 

the  hopes  of  being  affifted  by  Others  affirm,  that  the  people 

(he  Suipuil  induced  Hermmpidi  of  CorJiva^  to  whom  Htntunt'' 

to  make  .his  eCcape,  and  put  r/A/r  fled  for  refuge,  feaimgtlie 

himfelf  again  inarms.  Wennd  kingVrefentmeot,  endeavoured 

I  fdfi^  great  difiTerences,  and  fvyi  to  midce  their  peace  by  deliver^ 

ing 
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ApTfilL  tlie  death  of  his  fon,  LeovigiUU  profiscut^d  the  Anvar 
ivnur  i^ainft  the  imperialifts  but  faiatly ;  yet  guarded  hisowi^  hnah  out 
£!OBtiers  fo  well,  thitf  they  were  able  to  make  no  imprefiioa*  "f^ntbtbi 
Id  tfie  mean  timCy  however,  he  aagmeated  his  forces,  aiu}  ^^^T 
^ed  his  magazines ;  from  whence  it  was  evident  that  he  had  ^  j  .l 
(one  military  expedition  m  view;  and  the  imperialiftst  fctt'^l^^ 
iiUe  of  their  iincriority,  apprehending  his  intention  was  to  ^^^> 
drive  them  intirely  oat  of  B^fainf  fued  to  him  for  peace ; 
which  was  readily  granted  S    He  then  turned  his  arm$ 
ag^nft  the  Suevi,  who  i^ere  at  that  time  under  the  power  of 
an  nfurper,  named  Judaea^  who  having  deppfed  Ehric,  the 
fon  of  Mir,  their  lawful  fpvereign,  had  obliged  him  to  (have 
his  head,  in  order  to  keep  it  upon  bis  flioulders ;  that  i$,  tp 
render  himfelf  incapable  of  the  regal  dignity,  by  becoming 
a  prieft  4;  which  had  created  fuch  jealouiies  and  animofities 
xn  the  minds  of  the  people,  that  LeovigiUe  met  with  but  a 
very  feeble  refiftance  in  his  pailage  to  Brague,  where  the 
nfurper  kept  his  court ;  which  citybeing  invefted,  was  quickly 
fnrrendered;  Andaca  falling  into  his  hands  alive,  whom  he 
bamfhed  to  Badi^oz,  where,  as  he  had  ferx'ed  bis  mafter,  he 
was,  by  the  command  of  LeovigiUe^  (haved  a  prieft  ^.   Thus 
the  dominions  of  the  Suevi  were  added  to  thofe  of  the  Gais^ 
and  the  two  nations  had  thenceforward  the  fame  fovereign. 
The  Franks,  who  had  afforded  HermcnigihU  little  or  no  luC'» 
cours  while  he  was  living,  invaded  his  father's  dominions  in 
Caul,  under  pretence  of  revenging  his  death ;  upon  whichu 
LB9vigildf,  who  was  grown  old  and  infirm,  fent  bis  fon  Re» 
thared  to  repel  this  irruption ;  believmg  his  own  prefence 
neceflary  to  prevent  any  flir  in  Spain,  where,  by  periecuting 
die  catholics,  he  had  excited  a  fpirit  of  difaf&ftioii  among 
his  fubjefts  ^  The  young  prince  difcharged  his  office  fo  well, 
that  thQ  Franks  were  every-where  repulfed;  but  his  mar^ 
riage  with  Rigorite,  the  daughter  of  king  Chilperic,  upon 
which  his  father  depended  chiefly  for  reftoring  peace  berore 
he  died,  proved  abortive,  occafioned  by  the  deadi  of  her  fa^ 

^  IsiDoa.  J.  BiCLAa.  '  lidem.  *  Adonis  Chr** 

tsiooR.  J.  Bici.Aa.  ^  GaiG.  Tyiroiu 

ing  him  up.    Here  it  b  'that  nnde,  who  was  then  in   th^ 

AEariana  introdaces   Hermm'  nands  of  the  imperialifl?,  en- 

pide^  taking  fandoary  in  a  deavouring  to  retire  privately 

church,  where  his  brother  had  with  her  (on  to  ^  her  motheri^ 

a  conference  with  him,  by  his  they  feized  her,  a^<i  fent  her 

father's  permiffioi^}   and  that  oyer  into  Africa,,    where  ftf 

hiftorian  alfo  gives  us  ttHha^  died. 
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fher  ^«  Ginfrani^  king  of  OrUariszuA  ^urguhify  codthnxed 
to  anfi  ^gainft  the  Goths ,  ndt>l(^lthftandiiig  the  little  fifctxA 
le  met  with  In  his  former  be^itlon;  and  Retharti  trai 
.fin  fcnt  by  hii  ftthef  i«to  Cdid,  to  i-efift  thtfe  Ittvadh-^  \ 
^ere  having  defeated  their  forced,  aiid  ftttled  tht  peaftrfc  of 
the  province,  he  returned  into  Spain,  ihd  ttatHed,  by  Utit 
Stdvice  of  the  old  king,  Bada  the  daughter  of  a  rith  Mill 
|)Owerfal  Coth,  v4iich  was  oniverfiUjr  acceptable  to^  thfc  ml*- 
lion  \  A  Uttle  after  this,  ^nd  tbtrards  tHfe  clofe  of  the  year, 
Leovigilde,  worn  out  with  age  ahd  infirthiti^,  breathed  Us 
laft  at  Tokdo,  ahd,  asfomehiftoriansfay,  quitted  his  errors  a 
little  before  his  end,  and  was  reconciled  to  the  catholic  faith 
by  St.  Leandtr,  metropolitan  bf  Sevitk^  who  had  been  highljr 
inftrumental  in  the  converfion  6f  his  fon  ffertn^igilde;,  but' 
this  is  doubtful,  as  is  alfo  the  estaA  time  of  his  deitth  ;  but 
ihe  bed  hiftorians  place  it  fn  the  year  of  our  Lord  $8$,  whctt 
lie  had  reigned  eighteen  year^  <  (X). 

Tit« 

a  P.  Daniel  Hlftoire  de  France,  vol.  i.  p.  t$%,  284.  aSf. 
^  J,  BicLAR.  '  S.  Greg.  Dialog,  ub.  ill.  J.  Biclar. 

Grbo.  Turon. 


(X)  There  are  two  aaeftions 
that  arife  upon  the  death  of 
Lt^vipUf,  which  are  not  ea- 
fily  fettled  s  the  firft  is  as  to 
the  time  which  Mariana  fixes 
to  the  year  j86 ;  tho*  he  cites 
Ctie  Maxifkusf  who  pretends  to 
iiave  been  prefent  at  his  deadi, 
^d   who,   not   content  with 
loarking  the  year,  tells  as  like* 
^e  die  dav  of  the  months  and 
of  the  wecK,  which,  accorSin^ 
to  him,  Was  Wednefday^  Afrtl 
t'he  1 2th,  ^87;  bat  tlie  work 
attributed  to  4^i>  hiftorian  has . 
been  long  ago  deteded  by  the 
iibleft  Bfamfif  critics  to  be  a  grofs 
foigery.    The  abbot  of  Biclar 
i^xes  it  to  the  latter  end  of  the 
year  585,  and  is  followed  there- 
in by  Moralist  Baronius^  Fa" 
flia,  Femrasf'  an^  other  jadi- 
cipus  writers;  and  with  very 
good.reafon.    It  ajppears  from 
the  ads  of  the  3d  council  of 
^^Uh9  that  the  8th  of  Ma§ 


C89,  was  in  the  4th  year  of 
king  Xfci^^r^/,  which  (hews  thilt 
his  acceffion  muft  have  been  be* 
fore  thkt  dky,  in  the  vear  c86 ; 
arid  we  ihall  fee  that  he  did  nOt 
aflbme  the  regal  dignity  with* 
oat  the  form  of  as  elddioQ* 
Jfidm  of  $rL77/r,  and  the  beft  . 
of  the  old  hiAorians,  agree  that 
if ovjg^idi  T&ugutd  18  years,  or 
rather  that  he  died  in  tbe  iJSth 
year  of  his  reign,  whith,  as  it 
Degan  in  568,  niQil  therefore 
have  ended  in  ^85.    tfiJkrtdi 
Seville  fixes  the  acceffion  of  ^• 
clfored  to  the  year  of  t\k^$pamjk 
sera  624 ;  from  which  if  we 
take,  according  to  Ferreras^  3? 
3rears;  it  leaves  586  for  the  year 
6f  onr  Lord ;  in  the  b^inning 
of  which  He  Aicceeded.  accord- 
htg  to  bur  compatatibn.    But 
if,  aeeording  to  the  fenttments 
of  die  heft  Sfofdjb  cridcs,  we 
find  the  yeat  of  our  Lord  by  .' 
fubtratfting  39  years,  hfs  Accef- 
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Ths  great  afiioas  perfqrmed  by  this  monarchy  ^ni  xtit  ^ fuccina 
coofeqaeaces  of  them,  hx  refpefl  to  this  aation,  are  of  fo  ex*  '^'^  ^f 
traorctiaary  a  patuce,  as  oblige  us  to  enter  more  particularly  ^j'  ^^^' 
bto  bis  cfaaraAer.     LeovigiUe,  like  moft  other  heroes,  ym,*  ^^ 
equally  diftmguUhed  by  good  aod  bad  qualities ;  if  he  ^^'^^^ 
ambitious  in  a  lugh  degree,  if  he  was  avaricious  in  a  greater^  ^ 
if  he  was  fevere  and  inflexible  beyond  meafure,  he  was  at  the 
fame  time  extremely  brave  in  his  peribn,  a  great  oeconomift, 
a  lover  of  juftioe,  and.  one  who  was  defirdus  diat  all,  who 
kept  within  the  meafure  of  their  obedience,  (hould  enjoy  his 
prot^ion  in  its  full  extent  ^.    He  is  not  much  obliged  to 
the  hiftorians  who  lived  in  or  near  his  tim^;  and  yet  they  fur- 
lufli  us  with  fa^s  that  fufficiently  prov^  ail  we  have  advanced^  [ 

He  found  the  government  in  great  confufion ;  he  reduced  it 
into  perfe^  order.  Hie  laws,  which,  from  the  time  of  Jla- 
ric^  b&d  been  very  much  neglected,  he  revtfcd,  repealed  fucb 
as  were  ufelefs,  and  added  others  agreeable  to  the  circum- 
ftances  of  the  times.  He  fettled  a  royal  treafury,  which  had 
been  wanting  to  l^as  predeceflbrs,  and  brought  the  finances 
under  fome  regulation  '.  He  was  the  firfl  of  the  Gotkic  kings 
that  diftingui(hed  htmfelf  by  robes,  and  other  regalia ;  and 
it  is  obferved,  that  he  behaved  himfelf  on  all  occafions  widi, 

i 

*  IsiDoa.  ISft.  Goth.  ^  FxRtXRAS  Hift.  dcHifpan^, 

p.  iii.  fie^.  vi. 

Jioii  will. be  placed  in  the  year  metropolitan  of  SgviHf,  a  little 

58;,  which  agrees  exadly  with  before  his  death ;  and  it  is  faid 

ivhat  th^  abbot  of  Biclar  fays,  that  he  affided  him  in.  his  lail 

and  with  the  records  of  the  moments ;  from  whence  Firrt" 

coancil  ofTfikdffi  and  is  at  the  ras  thinks  it  probable  that  he 

ftme  time  a  direft  proof  that  th^  might  die  a  eatholic,  and  tt- 

aoeount  of  the  prttmdcd  Msm-  commend  the  eftabliihiDg  this 

mm  before-mentioocd  is  mere  leligion  to  bis  fon.    MarianaU 

fable.    The  other  mieftion  tcr  fix  .lore  of  it,  tha^  he  gives  us 

lafes  to  his  coaverfioni  as  to  the  fpee^  which  he  made,  ^r 

which  St.  Gri^or^ off 0«ri fay 8^  might  have  made,  npon  ^this 

it  was  reported  inSp/iim,  that  occafion.    Bv^t  ,Firreras  thinks 

he  abjured  his  herefy,  did  pe-  the  whole  was  tranfaded  with 

Atoce,  and  was  r econdled  to  great  fecrscy,  fro;n  ^a .  appre-   * 

the  catiiolic  faith,  before   he  henfion  that  the  nobility  among 

died.    pQpe  Qhgary  the  Great  the  Gotbs^ .  who  were  almolt  all 

sfliiresos,thathediedan^r/tfjv;  Arians^  might    be   pr^pudiced 

bat  both    thefe  authors  mufi  a^ainft  prince  Rechared^  if  the 

fpeak  firom  hearfay ;  and  there-  king^s    conyerfion    had    been 

fore  their  authority  feems  to  publicly  known.  Xhejadicious 

deftfoy  fadi  other.   It  is  pretty  reader  will  form  upon  this  ftib- 

A^^x  thstl^e  r^alled  jLr4«/fr,  je£t.what  judgment  he  pleafes, 

A  a  4  foch 
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fach  fimmeft,  prudence^  and  majefty,  thftt  he  dtm  ma^  more 

refpeAed,  and,  out  of  comparifoo^  better  obeyed,  thaq  any 

of  the  princes  he  fuCceeded ;  and  this  by  all  ranks  and  de? 

flrees  of  people,  in  fome  meafure  through  ^ear,  but  chkAy 

from  a  conviAion  of  the  great  advantages  ibat  aroTe  froni  k^ 

We  and  uniform  adminiAratioa»  which,  whiJbs  it  4cept  the  wg^ 

bility  in  awe,  fe(:ured  the  commons  from  oppreifion  ». 

ffO  f$a^       Bu  T  the  principal  point  in  his,  and  ind^  in  ^IiQoft  every 

£at  4i/-     great  fsrinoe's  charaAer,  is  this,  that  hp  v^  endowed  with 

^Mt^gii   taknts  cxaAly  fuited  to  the  conjnaAore  in  whiph  he  lived; 

inthimd-  fo  that  his  virtues,  and  even  bis  vices,  (concurred  tp  the  e^? 

mimjtrd'   bliihment  of  his  government.    Hecomprphended  clearly  the 

^^^  defeAs  in  the  Gotkk  policy ;  he  applied  the  proper  re^iedies^ 

'^^  aod  he  applied  them  in  due  order.     He  bcsan  with  reftodaig 

military  cUicipline ;  and,  when  he  had  reftored  it,  he  kqpn 

his  troopt  alleys  in  aAioa.    His  predeceiTor^  ^thpr  ihtc^ 

want  of  indinadon  or  linfpre,  had  iu^iaed  the  inhiibitams  of 

Cantabria,  and  other  mountamous  copntries,  to  live  aftqp 

their  own  manper,  and.  without  paying  the  (ame  refpeft  to 

die  laws  and  regal  authority  with  the  reft  of  their  fubje&s  ; 

which  he  cQrreftedyand  took  ^way  numbefleis  evils  that  ft>wV) 

fi:om  it.    He  tqpk  pve  to  mal^  aU  places  acceffible,  and  tp 

esaft  obedience  alike  from  all  his  people  ".    He  knew  how  tQ 

cajole,  to  ccHTupt,  and  to  divide  his  eDenies,  and,  by  thefe 

arts,  he  gradually  prepared  them  for  conqueft.  He  attacked 

ffaem  always  feparately,  and,  whilft  his  preparations  were 

fuppoted  to  be  intended  againft  one  party,  he  jfuddenly  made 

pcice  with  them,  and  turned  his  arms  againft  another  ^.   He 

aAed  on  the  defenfive  againft  the  Franks^  becaufe  he  knew 

that  conqueft  on  that  fide  ^ouid  be  very  difficult  to  make^ 

and  more  difficult  to  keep.  He  laid  hold  of  proper  occafiona; 

fo  that  his  deQgns  were  never  rendered  abordve  by  his  impa* 

tience.    He  made  the  imp^alifts  feel  the  weight  of  his  anw, 

that  they  might  be  afraid  of  offending  him ;  and,  as  fix»  9b 

ma  opportumty  offered,  he  reduced  the  countries  inhabited  by 

the  Stt/v/,  while  the  power  of  their  neighbours  was  but  lo^, 

and  thdr  own  afiairs  in  great  confufion  P. 

*  Mariana  Hill,  de  Hifpaoa,  1.  v.  c.adii.         ■  Ism.  Rift. 
Goth.  j.BiCLAR.  Gate.  Turon.  ^  MAaiAiiA,Tua^ 

fSR^BRAS.  f  Imp.   J.  BiCLAR. 
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S  E  C  t.    II- 
y^  Bi^ory  pf  ihf  Sqevi,  Sueves,  or  Suevians,  fitiUd 
in  Spain,  frmB  ibe  Bjfiituiion  of  their  Gwmmtnt 
tmfer  Remtfinond,  to  the  t0tal  De^Bion  §f  their 
Kh^imfy  theV)Xigi)A^. 

THE  iBaaner  ia  which  the  Sv^vit  with  other  barbarous  *^f^*  ^**^; 
nations,  entered  into  Spaint  in  the  beginning  of  the  fifth  ^'^'f^^f 
feaxnvf,  as  fdfo  bow  the  Ptfigtubs  came  to  engase  in  a  war  ^'^^  l 
vnth  this  nation,  at  th^  requeft,  pr  at  leaft  with  tpp  ^^^^^^X^Jlff 
c£  cfa^  Xonkm  emperor,  vomj  y^sars.aftier,  Iiave  been  clearly*^  //^'" 
and  copionfly  explained  in  tbdr  proper  places  \    We  sLvCfj^rfi  mon* 
ia  thb  fe£i:ion,  to  take  up  the  thread  of  the  hiftory  there,  ^v^r^f. 
and  to  fliew  how,  after  the  defeat  and  death  of  that  obftinate     409, 
pfince,  who  had  inyoived  this  nation  in  an  unjuft,  and,  at 
the  famfB  time,  an  unnpcef&ry  war,  by  which  they  were  un-     456; 
done,  they  came  to  retrieve  their  affairs,  fo  far  9s  to  think  of 
reviling  their  government,  and  Qf  demanding  leave  from  Theo* 
dork  king  pf  die  Goths^  without  whofe  p^miffion  they  durfi 
not  do  it,  to  proceed  tp  the  eleAiqn  pf  a  new  prince ;  in 
confiBquence  ot  which  they  began  once  more  tp  make  a 
^ore,  tho'  by  no  means  foch  an  one  as  they  had  made,  or 
at  leaft  were  capaUe  of  making,  before  the  fubverfion  of  their 
former  monarchy  ^.    It  is  true  they  were  ftill,  in  point  of 
numbers,  very  confiderable ;  but,  as  they  were  lefs  brave, 
they  were  fjtill  more  barbarous  in  then*  manpers  than  the    ' 
poths^  and  were  at  the  fame  tune  fo  p^pt  up  ii^  that  fmaU 
di(hi^,  which  they  ftill  retained,  and  which  comprehended 
part  of  LufitamOf  and.  part  oSCalicia,  that  they  fca^ce  knew 
how  to  aA,  or  on  whkh  fide  to  turn  ^.    For  the  Romans 
were  ftiH  in  pofieflion  of  the  oppc^te  coafts  oi  Spain,  and  of 
tbevbeftpart  ofLufitania,  and  tho  Goths  enjoyed  all  the  inte- 
rior part  of  the  country ' ;  at  the  fame  time  f hat  the  people 
of  GaUcia,  though  they  might  have  been  abfolutely  free,  yet 
frhofe  to  ftile  themfelves  fubjeAs  of  the  empire,  and,  in  that 
quality,  a^ed  againft  the  Suevi  with  all  the  force  tjiey  were 
aUetoraife;  andye(withnogreateflre^^(A). 

The 

^  Anient  Hifl:.  vol.  m.  p.  3^6.  ^  Idatv  1  Epifcopi 

Chronicon,  p.  34.   Isidor.  Chron.  ic  Hift.  Suev.    Fbsrerabi 
J.  111.  fcft.  V.  «  Idat.  *  IsinoR.  Chron.  &  Hift, 

(A)  ^e  monarch  of  the    revolution  happened,  WM  I^i'  t 

§ui^f  at  the  time  this  great    tbiariu^^  a  prince  who  had  beei^ 


J 


378  rbitB/hrfBf  ^  B.  KIX. 

Maldrasy  Thb  propofitioo  m^e  09  bdialf  of  this  nation  to  Tkeo* 
Froncan,  Joric^  as  it  was  a  mark  of  their  fubqpiiinon,  met  with  a  fa- 
Remif.  Tourablc  receptioQ ;  aad  thej  mickt  have  brought  their  «f^ 
mond,  f|i„  )qi^  (^gie  tolcrabia  erder^  \kt)mf  CMdd  h|iv»  bccii  «iui- 
Fmnu-  ^looQii  In  on  etoOion;  but,  mftcad  of  .tbis»  thoy  iijijt.  tato 
Ji"*;,y^yr parties,  and  fet  up  two  kings.j  MMr(L^  m^hptedMrn  fH  the 
^•^  ^  head  of  fuch  as  endeavoured  to  preferve  their  independency^ 
^^g.     uid  FhntMyvAio  was  is  the^greatdft  cradk  with  the  cxqiofft 

extricaiely  fbitttnate  in  feveral  bafiy  to  his  brother' in- Ia\f,  to 

military  expeditions,  andwhot  expoftnlatebii  tfie  matter,  abd'tD 

fedttg  the  difbvft  of  tbe  R^mmrn  engage  Mm  4^  d«M  inm  auk* 

proiriaces,   had  Ibrtterad  him-  ing  war  on  jdHi  (M^pAt^i^Ao 

self  with  the  hopes  of  mddag  empire  1  dio*  he  badfONDd  t^« 

•a  iatire  cooqnoft  ofSpmm )  in  iba  Ao  hdieve  t)iis  ^ojd  M^ 

which  it  is  highly  probable  th^it  produpe  any  gre^  efie^.    fe- 

he  would  have  focceeded^  if  be  cbUrius  did  not  to  muich  as  ^iFje 

had  ftrug^ed   only  widi^  the  his  ambafladors  a  civil  juifwer ; 

Jtoman  ppwer  (i).     But  Mori-  but  having  (hewn,    in    coarfe 

imaobTerves,  and,  as  far  as  we  terms,  how  little  he  wftpleafed 

can  xollefl  from  die  meagre  with  their  prefence,  he  difmifid 

chronicleft  of  thofe  tknes,  not  tiien,  and  made  a  new  vrw^ 

without  probability,  chat  fbi9'  tion  into  Che  urrkoriee  of  cbe 

Aru^  lung  of  the  G#/iv»  had  equpise.    Tbiodmc  fait  hit  4^- 

Earned  to  himfelf  a  prQ|e£l  of  pnues  again   to  .<9fnpis^   of 

making  himfelfmafter  of  ^/«i«,  this  proceeding,  and  to  inti- 

but  in  a  better  manner,  and  mate  the  neceffity  he  Ihoold  be 

with  a  fairer  colour,  than  that  under  of  giving  aflUlancc  to  his 

of  attacking  his  neighbours  in  allies  (3].     Ricbiarius  fiercely 

the  time  of  their  diibrefs.    It  anfwered,  that  he  would  ipee* 

was  for  diis  reafon  that  he  fet  dily  come,  and  givean  accoont 

up  Awhtu  for  emperor,  from  of  his  oonduA  at  ^h^vin^e* 

whom  he  obtained  a  pemilBon  ^btU&rit^  >who  expeded  ibdi 

to  Gonqner  all  diat  he  could  jm  aniwer,  immediately  pafiid 

from  the  barbarians,  tba^  is«  the  mooatains  with  a  npmeroas 

from  the  enemies  of  the  i?««M»M  ixmy  \  aad  RtcinsriiUf    being 

itLSfain{z).    lUchiariuSf  mtcvt  informed    of .  his    approach, 

npon  executing  his  own  pro-  marched,  with  the  whole  force 

jed,  invaded  what  the  Romans  of  his  kingdom  to  oppofe  him. 

called  the    Carthaginian   pro-  A  dedfive  addon  enfued  in  th^ 

Vince,  without  the  leaft  appre*.  month  of  0^«^/ys  ^w  Dcmhi 

4ienfion  that,  in  doing  this,  he  4^6,  near  the  city  of  Vrbic9p 

was  realKr  taking  the  iirft  ftep  on  the  frontiers  of  GtUitia^  in 

towards  uciliuting  neidoricz  which,  after  an  obfUnate  dif- 

deGgn,  whofe  flder  he  had  mar-  pute,  >tbe  Suevi   were  totally 

ried.    The  kine  of   the  Fiji'  routed,  and  Tl^dofic  porfiiicd 

foihi  immediately  fent  an  em-  his  vidory  with  great  clemency 

(I)  y^mand.  JJidinr.  Hfi,  Suev.        {%)  Ifijl,  de^fjttn^,  lih,  ?.         (|}  UtU 

'9  '  toward! 


bfikm  f  •  Tha  fonilflr  of  dMsTc  princes  Ml  ^tfa  his  adhe- 
rents latQ  £i$fGWM»  where  he  aMnmitted  great  crveldes  up- 
on the  J^fmms,  and  treacheronfly  forpitfed  the  atyofU/lm, 
vUk  die  ktter,  and  tboft  mbo  ftuck  to  him,  remained  in 
6bA»a,  where  thejr  tnade  pefloe  ^th  the  qadVes  (.  Fnntmt 
dU  OK  Mig  fnhfir^  this  $  aod^  upon  his  demife,  Remijm$nd 
was  chofea  Iting  by  his  adlieieniB»  In  a  (faort  time  a^, 
MaUrw  0ttide  aaother  Imiptioii  into  Lufaa$da^  where  he 
eoBiaritWid  great  cMidties$  and  Rttrnflnondy  on  the  mfacr 
hsMid,  forgetting  the  treaty  that  was  fo  ktdy  concloded,  re- 
newed lila  sncnrfions  ifito  OaUcid;  bnt  the  inhabitants  de- 
fended duefiirelvrs  fo  wrii^  that  the  Sutui  were  able  to  mste^ 
no  great  hnpreffion^  The  fnb^eAs  ^Maldms  beteg  of- 
feaM  with  lib  barbarous  teriaper,  which  had  prompted  1^ 
to  d»  murder  of  his  brother,  idlled  him  in  a  tumnlt,  and  fet 
ufFrumarius  for  his  fnccellbr  K  Rimijm97uif  tsiking  advan-  4^0. 
Ugi  of  the  Softer  holidays,  which  in  thofe  days  were  obferved 
with  great  devotion,  furpriled  the  dty  of  LugOy  put  the  g.d- 
vemor  and  moll  of  the  inhabitants  to  death ;  after  which 
they  pinned  the  place.  But  Nepofianus,  at  the  head  of  tlie 
J^man  troops,  and  Sueneric^  who  commanded  the  forces  clE 
thcGotbs,  advancing  to  the  relief  of  thcGalicians,  kiWcd 
great  numbers  of  thefe  invaders,  and  forced  them  to  abandon 
tfadr  new  conquefts  K  Some  falfe  reports  lunriag  ^gaged 
thefe  ^enerak  to  retire,  the^am  renewed  their  incnrfions, 
and  did  a^  mnch  mifchief  as  ever;  till  Rtmifmond  had  intelli- 
gence tliat  Frumarius  was  advancing  towards  him  with  a  nu- 
merous army  ;  upon  which  he  difpofed  every  thing  to  meet 
him,  in  order  to  decide  their  preteniions  by  a  batjtle '  (B). 

This 

■ 

'  loAT*  p.  3:5.   JoallAHO,  »   IdAT.  p.  37.      ,    *   SlDON • 

.Panag,  '  Idat.  p.  j8.        ^  Isinoa.  Chron.  ^  Idat. 

P-  39- 

towards  fadi  as  fobmitted,  and  death  (4).    Some  fay,  that  the 

witii  uardenthig  feverity   to-  emperor  Avituj  being  depofed 

^^9rds  tbofe  who  refitted.    Rg-  the  next  year,  Thtodoric,  wlio 

f^«nfWi  fled  to  PortCf,Vfiiik  an  had  made  thefe  conquefts  as  his 

hnention  of  majcing  his  efcape  ally,  and  Who  refnfed  to  ac- 

fom  thence  to  ji/Hca;  but  the  knowlege  the  new  emperor  Jllk- 

^^Ibeiftgforcedbackbycon-  joriany  thought  he  had  a  good 

^vy  winds,   he  was    quickly  title  to  keep  them  for  himfelf 

feittd,  and  fent  prifoncr  to  the  ($)« 

conqueror,  who,  in  the  month  of  ( B)  The  Chronicle  ofldacto, 

Pftimier  folloynng,  pot  him  to  as  he  is  called  by  tiie  5|^ffiAri£r, 

^utte,  Ftrrtrau  ■        "    -         .  ^ 

or, 


\ 


3«o  theHift^^f    -  B.XDt^ 

Am  9bfih  ;     IThis  gtve  fome  relief  to  the  loiig-luriiflU  native  dE^G^  | 
naieand  '  Ueia\  aad  their  quiet  lafted  longer  than  it  othtrwifewotiU  j 
bloody     '  imve  done»  .from  the  event  of  this  aftimu  which,  the*  fooght  I 
fattU  be-  ^^  g|.^t  refoiutioQ  on  both  ikies,  tad  extremely  bltedji 
2^M«^^'  ^  proved  only  a  drawn  battle*  by  which  both  parties  weie 
iL6o      ^^  weakened,  that  it  was  agreed  t^  fend  embaifiMlois  to  king 
*     TheoJoric  %  and  to  defiie  his  interpofidon;  yet  as  foJEm  as 
they  had  bmthed  a  little,  and  notwithftaading  this  reference* 
Ramfinand  renewed  his  incurfiona  into  GaHcia ;  of  which  the 
.  natives  complaining  to  the  king  of  the  Vifi^othsf  he  fent  Cf- 
riUa  to  the  city  of  JUtfo,  where  he  had  a  confer^ce  with  the 
i|«fChief  men  amongft  ue  GaUeums,  and  afterwards  made  a 
temporary  padfication  with  the  kmg  of  the  Stuvi,  wluch  was 
.  of  BO  long  coatimunoa  ''^    In  the  midft  of  thefe  ^tradae- 

*  IfiD^a.  a  loAT.  p.  J9, 

IMT,  as  his  name  is  written  in  kings  at  the  fame  time,  aad 

.JUf/s,  tdMtitu,  and  oth^  an-  headed  the  contrary  famous ; 

Ijent  hiftories,  are  writ  in   a  and  that  wheA  Mtldrmt  was 

snanner  fe  coocife,  diat  it  is  ex-  killed  by  his  own  fafiion  in  a 

cremely  difficult  to  frame  any  tymult,   diey   eleded  for  his 

diing  like  a  narrative  out  of  focceflbr  Frmmariut  (9),  whom 

Cbcm.    Maruam  has  certainly  Mariana  will  have  to  be  die 

facceeded  u  well  in  general  as  fucceflbr  of  Fronian  (10),  and 

any  other  writer ;    for,   with  whom  feme  writers. 


snach  qaickncfs  and  penetra-  any  foundationy  will  have  to 

tion,   and  with  an  aclmirable  be  the  brother  of  Rimi/m^md^ 

vein  of  eloquence^   he  had  a  4nd  tbe  fon  of  MaUras  alfo 

found  judgment,  and  (poke  his  (11),  which  occa£ons  Urange 

tfaonehts  with  grtat  freedom,  confafion  in  the  hiftory,  and 

yet,  m  tins  part  of  his  hiftory,  renders  it  at  onte  improbable 

•  he  was  notalitdeembarraCed  and  aninteI)igU>le.     In  liefpeft 

.(6).    He   makes  Frwttamf   or  to  this,  period,   therefore,   of 

Frantaa,  as  he  calls  him,  to  be  Suevyt   hiftory,    Femras    hfs 

chofen  at  the  fame  dme,  or  ra-  been  oar  principd  g^ide  (is), 

ther  before  Maldras^  wh^m  he  *  as*  well  dn  acconat  0?  the  paios 

calls  Mafdrasi   whereas  Uofia  he  has  ts^cen  to  range  &as  in 

clearly  ackaowleges  that  JMal*  their  proper  order,  as  becaafe 

dras  was  kin^  of  the  Sutvi  be-  .  hcagrees  precifely  with  the  oU 

•fore  theele&onoffriMi/i»ir{7)«  authors;  whereas i&ifx«Mi very 

and  wh^r^as  Mariaaa  makes  rarely  qyiotes  h»  audiority,  and 

Rmifiaoad  the  fon  of  Maldrai  fometimes.  perhaps  tru^ed  his 

(8),  it  is  evident  from  tbp  fame  memory  a  little  top  much, 
pld  author,    that    they    w^re 

<6)  Hifi^>r.  dt  Bfj^mui,  Uh.  v.  €.  4.  (7)  Chnn.  /.  }$•  (8)  Bifhf. 

4i  Bfpan»t  lib,  f.  r.  4.  (9)  Chrvn,  p.  ^7.  (10)  H^»  dt  SfpMSf 

(iff.  ir.  r.  4.  (If)  Afiitnt  ^ifiv^u  W,  xiz«  ( \%)  Bijt^  d$  EA^^, 


f,'ii.ft&.  ?, 
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ioos>  Frumarba  died^  and  thofe  v^ho  had  remained  robje^ 
p  hun»  confiderlng  the  mlfchiefs  their  whole  naiion  had  fuf- 
)ered  by  fettiog  up  two  kings,  while  their  territory  was  fcarce 
big  enough  to  require  one,  and  redeAing  on  the  flaughter 
they  had  made  of  each  other  in  the  laft  battle, .  very  pru- 
Seatly  difpatcfaed  deputies  to  acquaint  Remifmond  with  what 
bad  happened,  and '  to  oflfer  him  their  obedience,  which  he 
very  -wulingly  accepted  ^.  At  this  time,  therefore,  the  re- 
stitution of  their  monarchy  may  be  properly  placed,  and 
the  £brtneir  looked  upon  a3  times  of  confufion. 

The  firft  ftep  taken  by  Remifmond^  after  he  became  the  Rcmif- 
folc  monarch  of  this  nation;  was  to.  fend  embafladors  lo^^^^tA^* 
Theodoric^  to  acquaint  him  with  this  event,  and  to  defirethat*^"^''^^?^ 
he  would  beftow  upon  the  king  of  the  Suevi  one  of  his        .*^*\ 
daughters  in  marriage;  which  propofition  was  very  kindly  ^^'^j^ 
rccdvcd,  and  the  princefs/with  a  large  fum  of  money  for  her  tn-fnf 
dower^  committed  to  the  care  of  the  embaHadors,  and  fenc  Theodo- 
-with  a  numerous  efcofte  of  troops  from  Thoubuji  P,  wh^reric. 
Tlfodbrtc  kept  his  court,  to  the  frontier^  of  GaliciOf  where 
^Remifinond  .received  her,  and  the  marriage  was  folemnized 
With  great  pomp  and  fplendor.    About  two  years  after,  Re-     46]. 
mfinond^  taking  advantage  of  the  confufed  ftate  of  affairs  in 
^  Spain,  furprifed  the  city  of  Coimbra,  and,  after  having  piUaged 
4t,  abandoned  his  conqueft  ^.  About  the  fame  time,  this  mon< 
archy  in  compliance  with  his  queen,  embraced  the  Arian  he- 
refy,  and  fent  embafladors  to  his  brother-in-law  the  king  of 
the  Vifigothsy  to  defire  that  he  would  fend  certain  prelates  to 
Inftruft  his  fubjefts  in  that  belief;  and  accordingly  one  /fjax^ 
who  was  by  birth  a  Caul^,  repaired  to  the  court  of  j?^m j/* 
mond ;  and  thus  the  Suevi,  who,  it  feems,  were  ready  to  em- 
brace their  monarch's  religion,  received  the  firft  tincture  of 
Arianijm,    This  alliance  with  the  Fijigoths  did  not  jbinder 
the  king  of  the  Stuvi  from  making  frelh  irrupdolis  Iiito  Ga-     a((, 
licia\  where  he  pillaged  the  town^  of  Jumna,  or  Abona,  be- 
tween the  rivers  of  Dquro.  and  Minho^  n^twithfianding  that 
they  were  under  the  protection  of  Theodoric,  and  treated  the 
inbabiunts  with  great  cruelty ;  upon  which  they  fent  depu- 
ties to  Thoubufef  to  complain  of  this  treat iiient  10  Xl^eodoric  \ 
who  thereupon  fent  embal&dors  to  expoftulate  upon  the  mat- 
ter with  his  fon-iA*law,  but  without  etibft ;  which  might  pof- 
fiblyhave  raifed  fome  difputes  between  them,  if  the  monarch 
of  the  Goths  had  not  been  killed  by  his  brother  Kuric  about 
this  time,  as  has  been  already  mentioned  '. 

*  lo.AT.  p-49.  '  IsiD.  ChroQ.  I0AT.  p.  39.         ^  Ism. 

Cbron,  Idat.  p.  4j.        '  Isio.  Chroo.  Ioat;.  p.  43.        *  Id. 
p.  44,        '  JoRNANo.  1s:d.  Isat» 

This 


j^ 


J  cbafm       This  circumftaiic9  feems  to  have  been  fiivoarsWe  to  dfl 
•f  «/-      views  of  Rcmfmmd,  who  cave  a  kmd  reception  to  the 
<wards  9f  baffiidors  of  ^«w,  renews  his  affiance  with  the  Cvtbs^ 
fiurfim^i    foon  after  plundered  all  the  adjacent  country  «.    The 
J'^y*     following,  in  confequence  of  intelligence  he  had  with 
^  '*     Jius^  be  entered  and  made  himfelfjBafter  of  l^fn \  ^ 
^^*        which  th^e  Gatbs^  who  were  in  SpoMt  vid  faw  hi$  foldSeiir 
ricbed  by  thefe  predatory  e&peditkwiSf  followed  th^ir 
.5.^     ample»  and  plundered  without  the  loaft  difUn^Uon  the  x 

tories  of  the  Suevi^  and  of  the  Romans  likewUe  v.    /iXL  ^bis 
time  Rcnu/mond  had  embafladors  at  Thcukmfe  and  at  J 
who,  it  is  probable,  a^ted  the  part  of  fpiea  alfo,  aad 
bun  intelligence  of  the  fituatioa  things  were  in,  and  the  on* 
derilanding  that  there  was  between  the  Romans  and  tbe 
Goths 9  that  he  might  t^e  his  meafures  accordin^y,  and  €9c- 
tend  his  territories  on  both  (ides,  while  it  was  not  in  the 
power  of  either  of  thofe  princes  to  fend  a  number  of  fbroes 
into  Spain^  fufficient  to  curb  fhefe  inlblent  and  per$diocis 
breaches  of  peace  '.  It  is  highly  probable,  that,  in  the  courfi: 
of  his  reign, « he  made  very  coouderabk  acquilitions,  and  re* 
duced  hisiubjefts  into  better  order  than  that  in  which  he/odnd 
'   '     them  ^.    But  what  were  the  confequences  of  this,  how  jo(\g 
)^t  reigned,  whether  he  eftabUlhed  the  royal  feat  at  Bn^a, 
when  or  where  he  died,  or  was  buried,  is  out  cf  our  Dowcr 
to  relate,  fince  there  is  an  abfolute  chafin  in  the  hlinxy  of 
ihis  nation  for  upwards  of  fourfcore  years ;  {o  that  .we.  know 
not  fo  much'  as  the  names  of  thofe  kings  who  reined  di|ri]^ 
that  fpace,  at  leaft  with  any  tolerable  degree  pf  certainty  *• 
We  muft  therefore  rely  upon  the  ioduteence  of  the  reader 
for  this  involuntary  omiffion,  and  proceed  to  the  next  prinoej 
of  whom  we  find  any  account,  either  in  the  antient  chronicles 
or  Spanijb  hiftorians '  of  later  date^  who  have  been  very  ia- 
duflrlous  in  their  refearches  (C). 

Car- 

■  Id.  p.  46.        ^  IsiD.  Chroo.  Id.  p.  47.        ■  Joa«.  Isiji. 
Idat.  ^  isiD.  Hill.  Suev.  *  Ferr.  p.  iii.  fc£[.  v. 

*  Mar.  Hift.  deEfpana^lib.  v.  Fbrr.  p.  ill.  ic£i.  V.  Matbrde 

TUR(^1T*  1 

/ 

(C)   Upon  the  irmption  of  part  of  Gaiidai  for  .he  4iuft 

Eurie  into  Spain  with  a  great  not  now  Ibr  jroand  tlie  fide  of 

army  of  Vijigothh  and  extend-  LMjUania^  part  of  whi^  tmu 

ing  his  conquefts  on  every  fide,  kimfelf  fabdaed  2   and,  as  we 

Remlfmond^  withoQt  doubt,  took  have  (hewn  in    the  foregoing 

his  advantag'e,  and  made  him-  ie^iion,  fecured  to  his  fucce^ 

ftlf  mafter  of  the  remaining  fors  the  greattfl  part  of  ^ain. 

la 


iCi^t.  the  Sixwi  in  Spiin.  aS| 

€:a%9luui^;  9t  Theudemer^  was  lung  of  the  Suivi  In  the  Carriaric^ 
9)id«U€  of  tbe  fixth  century,  and  cot^mporary  with  4gila  ^'»g  oftbt 
llftdg  j^  the  yyig^ths*    He  appears  to  hA?€  been  a  prinoe  ^^^h    / 
.  of  a  fliiid  and  pacific  difpefition,  and  under  whom  tfee  Suevi  ^^^^^^d 
Lwfsii^  ^  a  iwry  flonrilhtaig  conditioii,  £q^  k  i$  oianifeft  that  '^  ^^. 
luB  dcvaiiWQS  <M)mpreheiide4  the  tungdoms  of  A'/tttf  4/  and  !^^ 
GmBciOy  ^4  ti»e  )>eft  p<*t,  if  aotali,  of  the  FkkJpatity  of^^t'o. 
j(fttuias  ^.    TMs  SBfoiiarcJi  And  an  Wy  ion,  wibo  fell  ioio  a 
waOkig  ^aageroufi  difi^ife,  whic}i  bofkd  tfaf^^ll  of  the  phy- 
&aAt»  of  thofe  times»  and  inclined  Itns  inther,  abandoning  aM 
oAfer  heips^  to  addrdfs  Inmfelf  whcUy  to  devotion  ^  He  had 
kea^d  of  «firaclds  wro^bt  by  the  inter<^i&on  of  St.  Martin 
biftiOp  of  ^aUrSy  and  tberefort  be  made  a  vow,  that  if,  thro' 
the  ititerpofitlon  <f  this  fidm,  his  fon  recovered,  i^e  would 
mnbni^  tbeTaitih  of  this  hdy  biAiOp ;  that  16,  he  would  be- 
cotae  a  cathoUo.    Having  taiken  /this  Fefoiution,  he  fent  it^ 
paties  to  vifit  the  totnb  of  St.  Martin  on  bis  behalf,  who.c^- 
wd-fSf^ents  to  the  faint  in  gold  and  filver,  equal  in  weight  to 
his  ion  ^.    At  their  return,   they  made  a  large  relation  of 
■vmiders  they  had  heard  and  feen ;  but,  in  the  mean  time, 

^  FiKR.  Hift.de  Hifpan.  p.  iii.  fe£i.  vi.  <  Greg.  Turon. 

'de Msrac.  S.  Mardni  Tarott«  c.  2.  ^  Ft RR.ubi  fap. 

la  the  confbfion  that  liappened  become  Arums^  and,  through 

itfterwards  in  'the  kingdom  of  .^e  fafpicioiis  oiFrumarius^  bad 

iIns  yifi^thst  upon  the  death  foffbcd  a  icng  imprifonmentt 

^  Alaric,  and  again  Cipon  the  wichoat  any  faft  reafon  (14}. 

daaih   of  dmahrit^   we  have  Ffm^arcoms^va  loodly,  and 

little  realbn  to  doubt  that  the  aatwithoatcaitie,  that  none  of 

^srvcndrht enlarge  their eeiii-  the bifiiops  of  Spain  itontinaed 

forSas  a  utde,  becanfe,  as  we  his  chi oaicie.  It  h  indeed  traa, 

IhaU  fee  hereafter,  ikeirkiM-  that,inib>ie.iBaniifcript-hifta. 

.  dom  becsiine  moch  arore  eonu*  ries  of  ihe  chuxches^  of  OtoUdo 

derable  tlian  it^teon  to  have  aad  7^ed^  there  .%&  inention 

been  in  the  days  of  hUdo  bi-  made  of  two  kings  of  theWvri 

ItkM  of  Uamgo^  whofe  ^ro-  hetween  RnnifiMd  and  Thm'^ 

iiieie  ending  here  leaves  us  en-  -i/jia/r,  «w«.  RgehiU  and  ^heuie* 

ttrel/ in  the  dark  as  to  tkis  4ia-  mmdi  bat  as  it.  is  ^evident  that 

tian  (13}.     He  was  a  eatholic  thofe  aamed  are  interpolated, 

bifliop,  and  zealous  for  his  reli-  Fimras  thinks  the^  defervevo 

gion, which  made  htm  lefs  fa-  credit;  and  therefore  has  not 

'VOQtable  to   that  nation,    by  fo  much  as  admitted  them  imo 

whom  he  had  been   ttry  )li-  his  catalogue  of  the  ktag?  of 

tretled,  even  befofe  they  had  this^nsawn  (15). 

>   {13)  drat  cbrcnohgicai  iel  Man^un  dt  Mondijar^  p,  lii,  263.         (14)  tJat* 
Cfoin,^  .39,  40«  (25)  Uifl,  di  Kfffna,  p,  iti.  ftii*  iii,        ' 

the 
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the  yooQg  priiice  was  not  at  all  better.    CahridHc  attribated 
this  to  hb  remainii^  (Hll  an  Arian ;  upon  which  he  thoog^ 
fit  to  embrace  the  catholic  religion  without  delaj,  caufed  the 
plan  of  a  fine  church,  which  he  intended  to  dedicate  to  St. 
Martin,  to  be  drawn,  and  laid  the  foundadon ;  imtnndiatdy 
after  which  he  difpatched  depudes  a  fecond  time  with  richer 
pnefents  than  before,  and  orders  to  obtain  fome  of  the  relicks 
of  that  faint  for  his  new  church  *•    They  fucceeded  in  all 
thdr  requefts,  and  the  prince  perfeftly  recovered;  upoa 
which  he  embraced  the  catholic  reli^on  as  well  as  his  &tber, 
and,  at  his  confirmation,  took  the  name  of  Tbeodomir  '.   We 
know  nothing  fiuther  of' this  monarch ;  and  we  (honld  have 
known  nothing  of  him  at  all,  if  this  tranfaftion  had  not  been 
related  at  large  by  Gregory  o£  Tours.    This  king  died  in  the 
year  559,  and  was  buried  in  the  new  church  he  had  built  to 
the  honour  of  St.  Martin,  which  is  believed  to  be  the  cathe- 
dral of  Orenfe^  a  province  of  Valencia  0  (D). 

Theo- 

^  Gaio.  Turon.  de  Mirac.  '  Ftaa.  Hift.  de  Hifpaiuay 

p.  iii.  fcA.  vi.  s  Ism.  de  Script.  Fber.  ubt  fap. 

tD)  We  have  affi^d  in  the  fcrople,  took  fbtodumr  ibr  the 
text  the  reafoni  which  induced,  king  whofe  fon  was  fo  ftrangdy 
and  indeed  oUiged,  as  to  men-  cored  1  and  this  drew  him  into 
don  thefe  mtrades,  which  we  the  other  miibdce.    We  are  af- 
have  done  as  concifely  as  pof-  fared,  however,    by  Femras, 
fible.      Mariana  and  Firnras  that  all  the  manufcripts   have 
cjcpatiate  lar^y  on  this  head  in  Carriarie  (16),  and  paiticolarly 
their  refpe6bve  hiflories  ;  bot  one  of  800  years  oU,  which  was 
with  this  difference,  that  Jl£c*  inhis  own  pofleflion  (17).    As 
ruma  calls  the  king  of  the  Stu-'  to  the  date,  it  is  agreed  on  all 
vif  whofe  fon  was  miracaloaily  hands,  diat  Martim  biftiop  of 
'    cared,  T^M^mV,  without  men-  Dmmm,  who  went  katoGaScia 
tioning  Carriarie  at  all,    and  from7<9arr/  wich  the  relicks  of 
places  this  event  at  lesift  ten  ^t^  Martin,  was  the  great  con- 
years  later  than  it^ught  to  be.  duAor  of  this  important  affair^ 
Firriras  has  redified  both  thefe  and  St.Gngwy  relates,  that  this 
miftakes,  and  has  alfo  fliewn  prelated  died  A,  D.  580,  when 


us  whence  they  arofe.  It  feems,  he  had  been 'thirty  years  a  hi- 

in  fome  late  editions  of  the  fliop  (18).     On  hit-  authority, 

vrorks  of  St.  Gregtn  of  Tours,  therefore,  the  fad  is  ftated  ia 

the  name  of  ThioMmr  is  in-  the  text ;  and  as  it  renders  (be 

ferted ;  and  as  this  agrees  with  thread  of  the  hiftory  perfedly 

what  another   antient   author  fmooth  and  confiAent,  and  is 

his  written,  Mariana,  without  alfo  confirmed  from  the  records 

• 

(16)  Grtr.  Turw,  di  wrtut,  Of  mirfe,  S.  Martini,  /.  K  r.  ii.  (17}  0i/,  4r 

Btjj^»  f .  ifi.)^.  vi.        (zS}  Gng.  Tmtwl  Hj/f^  FrMuil* t«  c.  37. 

•f 
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Theodomir,  'who f acceeded  his  father,  held^  in  the  3dTheod6« 
^ear  of  his  reign,  a  council  at  Braga^  which  was  his  capital,  toM/uc* 
where  he  made  afolemo  abjuration  of  the  Arian  hcrcfy ;  in  ^'^^  ^'f 
which,  it  feems,  he  was  followed  bymoft  of  the  prelates  ^^™''"'* 
and   clergy  in  his  dominions,  to  the  general  fatisfaSion  of'^**** 
his  fubjefts,  maoy  of  whom  were  catholics  before  K  About  ^'^^l 
Gx  years  after  he  held  another  councU  in  the  city  of  LugOy  in     ^ 
which  it  was  refolved  to  render  that  fee  metropolitan ;  which 
drcQtnilance  we  mention,,  becaufe  it  affords  us  the  faireft  op- 
portunity of  coming  at  a  diftind  knowlege  of  the  provinces 
which  made  up  this  monarchy  ^.     To  the  old  metropolitan 
of  Braga  the  following  bifhops  were  to  remain  fu£5:aganSy 
viz.  PortOy   Lamego,  Coimbra,   VifeUy   Idogna,  and  Dumey 
whereas  the  Hew  metropolitan  of  Lugo  had  for  his  fuffi'agans 
the  bifhops  of  Iria^  Orenfe^  Tuy^  Britortiay  now  call^  Mon* 
dognedoy  and  Afiorga ;  fo  that^  in  the  dcnnmions  of  Theodo* 
mir,  there  were  twelve  diocefes  ^.    This  prince  died  in  the 
latter  end  of  the  year  569  (E). 

Mir, 

^  Cone.  torn.  v.  p.  836.  Card.  d^AcuiR.  Cone.  Hifp.  tom.ii. 
p.  zgz,  '  Ferr.  Hid.  Hifpana,  p.  ui.  fed.  vi.  Cone.  torn. 

▼.  p.  874.  Card.  d'AouiR.  torn.  ii.  p.  299.         ^  Cone.  torn.  Vm 
p.  874. 

of  the  firft  council  held  at  Bra-  in  fome  meafare  parliaments 

ga,  at  which  this  bifhop  afliil-  alfo,  or  afTerobUes  of  theftates  $ 

ed,  there  feems  to  be  not  the  for  the  great  men  fat  in  them, 

\t2i&  colour  of  doubt  that  this  as  well  as  bifhops ;  and  as  they 

tranfaflion   is  rlghdy    placed,  were  called  by  the  authorinr  of 

notwitbftanding  that  the  cele-  the  king,  fo  the  canons  made  in 

brated  Pitauius^  and  other  wri.  them  were  very  often  approved 

ters  of  great  credit,  have  foL  and  confirmed  by  him  alfo  (!)• 

lowed  the  chronology  of  Mart-  It  is  this  that  makes  the  afTem* 

«»ff(i9},without  takingpainsto  bling  of  councils,  where   any 

examine  the  original  authors  records  of  them  remain,  that 

(zO),  who  have  mentioned  this  renders  them  of  fo  mat  nfe  in 

eve^t.  illuftrating  the  civil  hiftory  of 

{%)  We  have  by  no  means  this  country.     In  refped   to; 

the  leaH  intention  to  llray  be-  this  firft  council  of  Braza^  it  is 

yond  our  proper  bounds,  and  to  aereed  that  it  was  held  J,  />• 

invade  the  province  of  ecclefi-  563,  and  in  the  third  year  of 

aftical  hiflorians,  by  dienrioning  7he»tkmiri  and  this  it  was  that   * 

the  time  when   councils  were  induced  Marietta  (2)  to  place 

fcdd;  but  the  councils  held  in  the  converfion  of  the  Sw^i  fo 

^p4dHy  during  this  period,  were  much  lower  than  he  ought  to 

(19)  rUft,  deHil^May  lib,  v.  ^.  9.  (so]  IfiJ^r.  it  Stripe,  Etthjtafi^ 

(x)  Qfddti't  TraQs,  vol,  luf.  ai^  t%,        (s)  Hiftt  de  Effan,  lib,  f.  t.  $• 

Mop.  Hist.  Vol.  XIX.  B  b  have 
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Mir,  or  Ml  R,  or;  as  Mariana  calls  him»  MirOy  fucceeded  his  fa- 
Myroy  ther  Theodomir^  and  was  alfo  a  priDce  of  great  piety.  He 
becomes  feems,  however,  to  have  found  blmfelf  under  a  neceflity  of 
king  of  the  ^^ng  under  the  influence  of  LeovigiJde,  king  of  the  J^iji- 
Snty'i,  and gQ^ffj^  in  conjun£bion  with  whom  he  attacked  the  territories 
unmlhof  which  the  imperialifts  poffcfled  in  Spain^  and  forced  the  i?»- 
theV'\&'  ^g^j  iQ  acknowlcge  him  for  their  fovcrcign*  (F).     It  has 

K572.  ^"^ 

>  J.  BicLAR.    Mariana,  Hiftoria  de  Hifpana,  1.  v.    Fer- 
.  RBRAs,  Hiftoria  Hifpana,  P.  iii.  fed.  6. 


have  done,  as  may  be  proved 
from  the  proceedings  in  that 
coujl^cil ;  for  the  a£U  are  figned 
by  Lucretius,  metropolitan  of 
Braga,  Andrrw,  bifliop  of /r/fl, 
Flanna,  and,  in  the  third  place, 
hy  Martin y  bifhop  and  abbot  of 
DumiOf  after  whom  fubfcribed 
•five  other  prelates  ( 3 ) .  Now  as 
it  was  the  callom  of  thofe  times 
to  fabfcribe  according  to  the  fe- 
liiprity  of  their  coniccrations  ; 
it  is  evident  that  Martin,  bifhop 
of  Dumio,  muft  have  been  fome 
years  a  biOiop,  fince  there  were 
£ve  prelates  in  this  afTembfy 
younger  than  he.  This  agrees 
exad'iy  with  what  was  faid  in 
the  former  note,  on  the  autho- 
rity of  Gregory  of  l^ours  (4), 
who  places  the  date  of  Martina 
becoming  bifliop  of  Dumio  in 
the  year  550  or  551,  which,  as 
the  reader  fees,  is  very  confid- 
ent with  the  records  of  this 
coancil,  in  which,  as  Mariaiia 
himfelfobferves,  there  is  men- 
tion made  of  king  Ariamer  (5}, 
wiiich  he  fuppofes  to  be  a  mif- 
take  for  Ibeodomiry  but  it  is  more 
probable  that  it  (hould  have 
been  Carriaric,     To  put  this 


matter  out  of  all  doubt,  and  to 
convince  the  reader  that  TSeo- 
domir  was  not  the  king,  but  the 
fon  of  that  king,  who  fent  de- 
puties to  the  tomb  of  St.  Mar- 
tin,  let  it  be  coniidered,  that 
this  council  was  held  in  the 
third  year  of  fheodomir^  reign, 
and  that  Martin,  who  came  a 
private  man  to  Braga  with 
thofe  deputies  at  their  return, 
had  been  twelve  years  a  bifhop 
when  this  council  aflembled  (6). 
(F)  The  abbotof  AV/tfr(7) 
xalls  thefe  people,  who  were  at 
this  time  attacked  by  the  Sue*ui, 
Jrragones,  which  is  very  pro- 
bably fuppofed  to  be  an  error 
in  the  print  or  in  the  manafcript 
(8).  Ifidore,  metropolitan  of 
Seville,  ftilos  them  Ruconesy  or 
Rocones,  but  where  to  £nd  them 
is  the  difficulty  (9).  Some  an- 
thors,  and,  amoneft  thefe,  il£a- 
riana,  conceive  them  to  have 
been  the  inhabitants  of  the  little 
nrovince  of  Rioja,  which  indeed 
lay  very  conveniently  on  the 
confines  of  this  monarch's  do* 
minions,  and,  thoueh  it  be  bot 
fmall,  is  nevertheleu  celebrated 
for  having  as  pure  air^  as  rich 


(l)  C9tuiL  fm%r»  P*  S56.      Card,  d*Jiguirrt,  Qtuc,  Hiff,  fMv.  ii.  ^,  2^3. 
f^J  Greg,  1'ur.  de  -virtut,  &  mrac,  S,  Martini ^  lib.  u  t.  li.  (^)  Hift,  4c, . 

Mifpana,  Itb,  v.  e.  9.  (t)  Card,  ifj^guirre,  Condi,  Rifp*  torn,  ii, 

p.  292.  Grc::.  7i/r.  Hiji,  Franc,  lib.  ▼.  f.  37.      "-(l)  In  Cbnn,  (8)  f*r- 

tiiAi,  Hiji,  4£  Bfpana,  P.  liuftH,  6.  <  9;  Jfid,  HiJjpMl,  Uifi,  Smvtr. 

a  foil. 
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been- matter  of  dpubt  who  thefe  people  were,  or  where  their 
country  was  iituated ;  but  there  feems  to  be  no  room  to  quef- 
tiony  that  till  this  time  they  had  been  fubjeA  to  the  Roman 
governors,  and  that  thp  Suevi  made  war  upon  them  as  the 
allies  of  the  Vijigoths  *.  It  was  not  long  after  this  that  the 
king  aflembled  the  fecond  council  of  Braga,  at  which  both 
the  metropolitans,  and  moft  of  their  fuffragans,  aifi{led°. 
He  called,  in  the  following  year,  an  aflembly  of  the  ftates 
of  his  kingdom,  at  Lugo^  where  various  regulations,  chiefly 
refpediuig  the  church,  were  made*'*  In  the  difputes  that 
happened  between  the  king  of  the  Vijigoths  and  his  fon^  Mir^ 

•  J.  BicLAR.  ■  Cone.  torn.  V.  p.  894.    Card.  d'A- 

CUI&B.B,  Conc.Hifp.  torn.  i.  p.  316.  ^  Morales,  lib.  U, 

«ap.  26.    Cone.  coip.  ¥•  p,  902. 

a  foil,  and  as  great  plenty  of  country    lies  (2].     We   have 

corn  and  fruits,  as  any  part  of  therefipre  no  reafon  to  fuppofe, 

Spain  [\),,    If  this  be  the  true  that,  m  former  times,  it  wora 

account  of  the  matter,   then  the  fame  afped  that  it  does  at 

thcie  people  muft  have  been  de-  prefeat ;  or,  if  we  fhould  grant 

prived  ot  their  liberty,  or  fub-  this,  it  will  do  us  but  little  fer^^ 

doed  after  fome  revolt,  fince  vice,  iince,  however  probable  ic 

they  lay  at  a  diftance  from,  and  may  be,  that  at  this  time  the 

quite  out  of  the  way  of,  the  im*  inhabitants  were  fubjed  to  the 

perialifts.  But  others  again  fug-  Gretk  emperor,    yet  how   the 

geft,  that  this  might  have  been  Sue*vi  could  have  any  quarrel 

the  country  of  Alpujarraiy  the  with  them,  or  why  the  lung  of 

inhabitants  of  which,  from  their  ^^  Vijigoths  ^qkA^  fufFer  king 

living  among(^  rocks,  had  the  Mir  to  march  with  an  army 

name  of  Rocons^  or  Rucons,  who  through  his  territories,  to  <;on- 

it  is  thought  might  depend  upon  quer  thefe  people,  is  not  eafily 

the  imperialifts  ;   yet  this  no-  underftood  (3).   .  The  former^ 

tion  is  not  a  litde  embarrafTed  ;  therefore,  feems  to  be  the  more 

lor,  in  the  firft  place,  this  fmall  probable  opinion ;  and,  it  may 

country,  whichy  in  fpite  of  all  be,  where -ever  the  <S^47;7;}^inha« 

the  negligence  of  nature,  is,  if  bitants  could  preferve  or  reco- 

ac^  one  of  the  moft  fruitful,  ver  their  liberty,  they  thought 

yet  one  of  the  b.eil  cultivated  it  an  honour  to  dile  themfelves 

diflrids  in  Spain^  owes  all  this  Romans,  though  they  had  little 

tp  the  induftry  of  its  prefent  in-  or  no  correfpondence  with  the 

habitants,  descendants  from  the  countries  that  were  dill  govern-   * 

Moorsy  formerly  mailers  of  the  ed  by  a   patrician  (ent  from 

kingdom   of  Granada^    within  ConfiantinopU  (4}. 
the  bounds  of  which  diis  litde 

(1)  Prefacion  di  lat  otras  ebrmologicat  det Marques  de  M<mdgar»         (%)  Fer» 
rersi,  Hijforia  dsEfpana,  i*.  iji.  fee,  6.  (3)  M^iaaa,  Tur^uet,  Femras* 

(^)  Prefacion  dt  las  Ufra*  ebnttobgitas  del  Marjuet  At  Mondejar,    • 

B  b  a  cul 
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out  of  his  zeal  for  religion,  was  iaclined  to  favour  'Hermeni- 
gildef  or  at  leaft  to  fupport  the  catholics ;  but  not  having  a 
fbength  fufEcient  to  do  this  by  force  of  arms^  he  fent  em- 
balladors  to  Contran,  one  of  the  monarchs  of  the  Franks^ 
to  engage  his  afliftance  p  in  the  fame  caufe ;  but  bis  ambaf- 
ikdors  unluckily  paffing  through  the  territories  of  Cbilperic, 
king  of  Soiffims,  that  prince  caufed  them  to  be  feized,  and 
kept  in  prifon,  till,  by  another  ambafly  to  him,  kii^  Mir, 
procured  their  releafe  "i.  We  have  {hewn,  in  the  foregoing 
le£lion,  what  (hare  this  monarch  took  when  things  came  to 
extremities  between  king  Leovigilde  and  his  fon  HermerdgiUe^ 
and  how,  after  raifmg  an  army  in  favour  of  the  latter,  he 
was  conftrained  to  employ  it,  or  at  leaA  to  fuffer  it  to  be  em- 
ployed, againft  that  unfortunate  prince,  in  whofe  defence  it 
was  raifed  '.  Whether  this  misfortune  had  an  efFeft  upon 
his  fpirits^  or  whether  the  fatigues  of  the  expedition,  joined 
to  bad  air  and  unwholfome  waters,  proved  injurious  to  hi^ 
health,  fo  it  was,  that,  upon  his  return  to  Braga^  he  was 
feized  with  a  violent  diftemper,  of  which  he  fpeedily  died,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  five  hundred  eighty- two  •• 

He  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon  Eboric,  Evoric,  or  Euricy  who 
was  very  young,  and  who,  before  be  had  wore  the  crown  a 
year,  was  difpoflefled  of  it  by  an  ambitious  nobleman,  whofe 
name  was  Andoca^  contrafled  to  his  filler,  but  who,  to  for- 
tify his  ufurpation,  efpoufed  Segonce^  the  widow  of  king 
ATx^    ^i'^f  and  the  mother-in-law  of  Eboric,  whom  he  thmft  into 
•5  3-  a  monafiery,  and  obliged  to  enter  into  holy  orders,  that  he 
might  be  incapable  of  refuming  the  crown  *. 
Th  Vifi.       Andaca  did  not  long  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  difioyalty,  or 
goths  de^  the  title  of  king  which  he  had  ufurped  ;  for,  as  foon  as  Leo- 
fiat  the     vigUde  had  reduced  the  imperialifts  to  fue  for  peace,  he  fud- 
Hfi^'P'',     denly  turned  his  arms  againft  the  Suevi,  wafting  all  the 
^^  ndutt  country  with  fire  and  fword,  till  he  entered  Braga^  which 
t^  tAthole  was  the  capital,  where  he  depofed  Andaca^  obliged  him  to 
K^^i    ^^^^  ^^^°      y  orders,  and  then  banifhed  Idm  to  Badajoy  ». 
•    •S^4«  Thus  an  end  was  put  to  the  kingdom  of  the  Suevi ;  for  die 
country  was  reduced  to  the  condition  of  a  province,  not- 
withftanding  the  efforts  made  by  one  Afnalaric^  who  afliimed 
the  title  of  king,  but  was  quickly  defeated  by  the  generals  of  * 
Leovigilde,  who  fent  him  prifoner  to  their  mafter :  the  fub- 


Saric  or 
Eboric 
fiuaeds^ 
and  is  de* 

fofidhy 
Andaca. 


V  GRBc.Tur.  1.  V.  cap.  42.  ^  Ferreras,  Hiflo- 

ria  Hifpana,  P.  iii.  fee.  6.  '  J.  Biclar.  '  Greg. 

Tor.  1.  vi.  cap.  43.  *  Isid.  Hift.  Saevor.  Greg.  Tor. 

J.  BiCLAR.  ■  ADOwisChron.  p.  iM.    Isio/Hift.  Suev. 

J.  BiCLAR, 

verfioa 
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verfioQ  of  this  kingdom  happened  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
five  handred  eighty-four  \ 

As  we  have  no  mention  made  at  all  of  the  affairs  of  the 
Biteviy  in  any  other  than  church  chrooicleSy  and  the  writings 
of  other  ecdefiaftics,  as  in  truth  the  learning  of  thofe  times 
was  wholly  among  the  clergy,  fo  we  cannot  reafonably  ex- 
pefl,  that,  from  their  fiiort  memorials,  we  (hould  be  able  to 
coileft  much,  either  as  to  the  manners  or  the  circumlUnces  of 
this  nation ;  yet,  notmthftanding  their  filence,  there  are  fe- 
veral  good  reaioDs  why  we  may  conclude,  that  the  SuevU  at 
the  time  of  thdr  being  fubdued  by  the  Gothy  were  at  leaft  as 
opulent,  if  not  more  fo,  than  the  reft  of  (he  inhabitants  of 
Spain  ^  ;  for  all  the  antient  writers  agree,  that  the  countries 
occupied  by  them  were  very  fertile  in  corn,  abounding  in  rich 
fruits,  and  exceedingly  rich  in  metals,  fo  that  if  it  was  well 
peopled,  /and  thofe  people  induftrlous,  they  muft  have  been 
rich.  Secondly,  they  hadenj<^ed  a  profound  pe^e  for  nea£ 
»  century ;  for,  if  they  had  but  engaged  in  any  wars  either 
ag^inft  the  Vijigoths  or  Romans^  there  could  not  have  been 
foch  a  gap  in  their  hiftory ;  and,  laftly,  having  fo  long  a 
traA  of  coaft,  it  is  not  poffible  that  they  (hould  have  been 
without  commerce.  It  is  true,  that  thefe  are  conjeftures 
only ;  but  it  is  alio  true,  that  they  may  be  fupported  from 
fieiAs,  iince  what  is  reported  of  king  CarriariCy  the  pre* 
fents  fent  by  him  to  the  tomb  of  St.  Martin  at  Tours^  the 
building  and  endowment  of  churches  and  monafteries  in  his 
reign,  Siewhim  to  have  been  rich,  at  leaft  for  thofe  times  ^^ 
The  number  of  biftiops  f^^  in  his  dominions,  which,  though 
in  extent  not  a  third  part  of  Spain,  were  at  leaft  half  the 
number  of  diocefes  in  that  country,  is  an  additional  proof ; 
^nd  the  feizing  fome  (hips  belonging  to  the  Franks ^  on  the 
apprehenfion.  of  a  rupture,  demonftrates,  that  the  afcribing 
fome  dqrree  of  coomierce  to  tbeie  people  is  far  from  bdng  si 
groundlefs  fuppoAtion  '•  ^ 

^  IsiD.Hift.  Suevor.  J.  Biclar.  '  Isid.  Hift.  Suevor. 
Gaso.  Tor.  y  Adonis,  Chron.    Greg.  Tur.     Isip* 

|fi$.  Siievon  '  Mariana,  Fererras, 
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SECT.    III. 

The  Hijiory  of  the  Vifigoths,  from  the  Reign  of  Rec- 
cared  ihe  Firjl^  the  Catholic^  to  the  intire  Subverfion 
0f  their  Monarchy  by  the  Moors. 

fbeaccef-  THE  principal  nobility  of  the  (Je^M^'readily  coficnrred  in 
fion  of  railing  to  the  throne  Reccaredy  the  only,  furviviag  (6a 

Reccared  of  their  deceafed  monarchy  who  had  deferved  fo  well  of  tbe 
the  Firft,  whole  nation  in  his  campaigns  againft  the  Franks «.     His 
miarwith  firft  care,  as  foonas  he  was  feated  on^  the  throne,  was,  to 
/^/Franki»  purfne  the  negotiations  his  father  had  begdn,  in  order  to 
and  vic'    eftablifli  j5eace  with  that  potent  nation.     It  was  with  this 
tofy  at       ^jg^  jjjj^^  j^g  jjjjjj  embafladors   to  Gontran^  king  of  Orleans 
foru^*  "     ^^  °^  i?z/r^tt«^,  who,  notwithftanding  his  late  defeats,  ab- 
folutely  refufed  to  hear  o{  an  accommodation ;  but  at  the 
.  court  of  Childebert,  king  of  Jfirafia^  thefe  minifters  were 
better  received,  and,  on  the  aflurances  they  gave,  that  Jiec- 
cared  was  fo  far  from  having  any  fhare  in  the  death  of  his 
brother  that  he  beheld  it  with  the  utmoft  deteflation,  a 
A.O.5S6.  treaty  of  peace  was  fpeedily  concluded^.    In  the  mean  time 
Si/bert,  by  whofe  hands  Hermenigilde  was  laid  to  be  put  to 
death,  and  who  had  been  captain  of  the  guard  to  the  late 
king,  engaged  in  fome  dangerous  defigns  againft  the  new 
monarch,  which  brought  upon  him  the  punifhment  he  de- 
ferved ^.     This  fummer  tne  forces  of  Contran  made  an  ir- 
ruption, under  the  command  of  Didier  and  Auftrovalde^  in- 
to the  provinces  which  the  Goths  ftill  held  in  Gaul^  and,  be- 
ing very  numerous,  carried  all  before  them  ^.     At  length 
the  army  of  Reccared  endeavoured   to  flop  their  progrds, 
and  were  quickly  routed  ;  but  Didiery  with  that  impetubfity 
natural  to  his  nation,  pufhing  the  ViAory  too  far,  and  ap- 
pearing with  a  fmall  body  of  forces  before  CarcaJJoney  where 
the  Goths  had  taken  flicker,  they  fuddenly  marched  out, 
and,  having  furrounded,  cut  him  and  his  people  to  pieces  j 
which  fo  elevated  their  fpirits,  that  they  proceeded  direftly 
to  the  attack  of  the  reft  of  the  army  under  j^uftrovalde\ 
whom  they  alfo  defeated  with  a  vaft  flaughter  *.     The  news 
of  this  viftory  were  extremely  welcome  at  the  court  of 

*  Mariava,  Hiftor.  de  Efpana,  lib.  v.  c.  14.  Materne 
TuRc^ET,  Hiftoire  generale  d*Efpagne,  lib.  v.  €•  ic.  Fer- 
RBRAs,  Hiftor.  general  de  Efpana,  P.  iii.  fcdk.  6.  *  Greg.- 
Tur.  Hift.  Franc.  1.  ix.  c.  1.  «  Joan.  Biclar  in  Chroii, 

*  (iltEc.Tur»  lib.  viii.  c.  45.        •  Jp an.  Biclar.  in  Chron. 

TQkdQ 
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Tokdo,  and  might  perhaps  contribute  not  a  little  to  facilitate 
the  great  work  the  king  had  then  upon  the  carpet  (A). 

The  cooverfion  of  the  king  had  been  early  brought  about  l^udecU" 
by  Leandery  jnetropolitan  of  Seville ;  but  the  declaring  him-  ^^'»^»  rf 
feif  publiclya  catholic  was  ftill  confidcred  as  a  very  delicate   ^'^**" 
poiac  ^     At  length,  after  the  great  viftory  obtained  over  the  ^^^•. 
Franks^  it  was  refolved  that  the  king  fliould  propofe  to  the  fij^g^^g.  J^' 
graadees  and  prelates  about  his  perfon  introducing  the  ca-  /^  y|g; 
tholic  religion  throughout  his  dominions  ;  which  he  accord-  goths, 
iagly  did,  in  the  month  of  OElober  ;  and  the  motion  was 
received,  as  thofe  things  generally  are,  with  all  the  exterior 
marks  of  approbation  and  applaufe^  (B). 


^  GK;£G.Tar.  lib.  ix.  t.  15.  <  J.  Biclar.  in  Chron* 


(A)  According  to  the  French 
hiilorians,  the  true  caufe  of  that 
extraordinary  and  obllinate 
averfion,  fhewn  by  king  Gon- 
tran  towards  the  monarch  pf 
the  Vifigothsy  was  openly  im- 
puted to  the  intrigues  of  Leofvi- 
gildt  with  that  retUefs  princefs 
Fredeg^nde,  which  were  alleged 
to  have  been  carried  on  in  the 
darkeft  manner,  and  for  the 
word  purpofes  (i).  At  the 
bottom,  however,  it  is  owned, 
that  the  real  fource  of  this  im- 
placable hatred  was  an,  ambi- 
tious defire  of  driving  this  na> 
tion  intirely  outof  Gtf»/,  which 
produced  a  refolution  of  conti- 
noing  the  war,  notwithftanding 
any  proportions  for  putting  an 
end  to  it,  fo  long  as  their  dome- 
ftic  troubles  continued  in  Spain 
(2).  Upon  thefe  principles  it 
was  that  the  king  of  ^urgundf 
would  not  fufFer  Reccared'^  mi* 
nifters  to  come  into  hisprefence, 
but  ordered  them  to  retire  to 
Macottj  from  whence  they  were 
direded  to  fend  bim  an  account 


of  their  conuniifion;  npon  re- 
ceiving which,  he  declared  Iw 
would  have  nothing  farther  to 
do  with  them,  and  prohibited 
all  correfpondence  between  his 
fubjedls  and  the  VifigMhi  (3). 
Soon  after  this  (as  the  Spanijb 
authors  aiHrm)  the  Franks  in- 
vaded Ree  cared"  s  territories,  beat 
the  army  that  was  aiTembled  to 
oppofe  them,  and  advanced  to- 
wards Qarcajfoney  where  Di£er^ 
by  an  imprudent  contempt  of 
an  enemy  once  beaten,  was  cut 
off*  with  a  fmall  body  of  horfe ; 
and  this  unexpedled  blow  inti- 
midated the  Franks  fo  much, 
that  they  made  a  hafty  retreat, 
which  put  an  end  to  the  cam- 
paign (4).  On  the  whole,  it  it 
evident  enough,  that  as  the  hif- 
torians  of  ope  country  are  dif- 
pofed  to  exaggerate,  fo  thofe  of 
the  other  are  inclined  to  exte* 
nuate,  thi^  bufinefs ;  and  it  is 
alfo  worth  obferving,  that  Gre" 
gory  of  foffrj  places  this  event  in. 
the  life* time  of  Leovigilde  (5). 
(6)  On  his  firftacceffionto 


(r)  Grig*  Tnr,  Uh,  Tui.  t,  ^S.  (a)  P,  Damei,  Uift.  de  France^  wL  U 

f,  31a.  (3)  Greg.  Tur,  lih.  U.  «•  I.  (4)  /(/•  lib,  viii,  c,  45^1 

(5)  7^^«  Shlaft  in  ChrM*    Creg^  Tur»  lib,  vm,  r.  45. 
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Several        In  the  very  beginning  of  the  next  year  yfutakcus^  an  jirian 
tonffiru'   bifliopy  and  zealous  for  his  opinion;  caballed  with  two  counts, 
€%€$  ffffmd  Granxfi  and  VUdegem^  who  were  likewife  diflatisfied  with 
h  *f"        the  king's  meafure$,  to  raife  a  general  infurreAion  ^.    lo  this 
^^^^l  h  *^^  fnccceded  fo  far,  that,  at  their  inltance,  a  coniiderable 
?^  *  /  !  body  of  people  took  up  arms>  and  falling  fuddenly  upon 
fouMidi9'  ^^  catholics,  killed  many  of  tbem,  and,  amongft  them,  fe? 
wtnmnt.  Y^^  ecdefiailics ' ;  but  thp  principal  officers  of  the  lung'$ 
A.D.587.  troops,  being  firmly  attached  to  their  duty,  quickly  aflem* 
bled  an  army,  and  p\)t  the  rebels  to  flight,  the  two  counu 
b^ng  killed  upon  the  fpot,  which  put  $n  end  to  this  affair, 
and  to  the  life  of  the  Arian  bifliop,  who  is  faid  to  have  died 
d  difcontent  ^.    This  did  not  hinder  the  formiag  a  new  and 
more  dangerous  confpiracy,  of  which  Sunnat  an  Arian  pre- 
late, who  had  been  metropolitan  of  Merida,  and  in  faigb 
fevour  with  the  late  king,  was  the  author  K    He  drew  to  ht$ 
party  two  counts,  fViteric  and  Siggon  \  and,  after  mature 
detiberatbn,  doubdng  of  their  intereft  in  the  city  of  ToUdo^ 
they  refolved  to  open  their  enterprize  at  Merida  with  the 
murder  of  Maufona^   the  metropolitan,  who,  after  being 
exiled  to  make  way  for  Sunna,  was  now  recalled,  and  ClawUus^ 
who  had  the  chief  comoiand  of  the  forces,  and  was  governor 
'  Qf  the  city  "  (C).    Tlje  fcheme  laid  f^r  bringing  their  defigi^ 

about 

^  Mariava,  Mayeenb  Tvik^et,  Fbri^eras.      '  Greg. 
Tur.  lib.  iTL  c.  15.  ^  Mariana,  &  al.       . '  J.  Biclar 

In  Chrop.  ^  Paul  Diacon.  Efucritenf.  de  yitis  Patrum 

Emeritenfiiun,  cap.  17,  18. 

the  throfie,  wjb  are  afliired,  that  intrigqfrs  the  better,  appeared 

Rtetarid  manifefted   the  moft  very  probably  the  moll  zealous 

npiight  inten^ons.    flia  beha-  converts.    This  might  induce 

^our  towards  Gt/Mmtha^  whpm  the  king  to  believe  the  oonver- 

]xe  treated  as  if  (he  had  been  his  fion  of  Eii  fubjeds  to  the  catho« 

own  mother,  ¥Au  not  only  ad-  lie  faith  a  work  of  greater  faci- 

mired  by  his  own  fubjeds,  but  lity  than  in  truth  it  was,  and  in 

celebrati^i  by  foreigners ;  and  this  opinion  he  might  be  con- 

it  was  by  her  advice,  and  with  firipea   by    arguments    drawn 

her    affiftance,   he    reconpled  froin  political  motives. 
JiimTdf  to  the  court  of  Amfira-        (C)  Th^fe  honours,  which  in 

j^a  (o).      Sl^e  feems  to  have  Latin  t^c  dux  ^d  comjp  in  Spa- 

gained  his  confidence  by  ore-  nijS^  due  or  dm^ui  and  c^mle»  wen" 

fending  to  become  a  catholic ;  finknown  to  the  antient  Romans^ 

in  which  artifice,  no  doubt,  (he  and  firft  introduced  under  die 

yras  imitated  by  mfiny  of  the  Gr^i emperors.     When,there- 

^9Hrtier5,  who,  to  carry  on  theis  fore,  the  kings  of  the  Vifigtih 

(«)  7.  Bi(t4tr  in  Cbm.  Greg,  Titr.  lib,  i^.  c.  15. 

^  .    *       •       »  became 


C,  ft  tbe  Vifigoths  in  Spain. 

about  was  this :  SuTina  propofed  a  conference  with  Mau* 
/bna,  under  the  pretence  of  abjuring  his  herefy ;  this  confer- 
eoce  was  to  be  held  in  the  portico  of  the  cathedral  church, 
and  in  the  prefence  of  Claudius.  fTiteric,  who  was  that  no- 
bleman's great  favourite,  undertook  to  difpatch  him  and  the 
metropolitan  as  he  ftood  behind  their  backs ;  and  count  Sig^ 
gon  was  to  aflembie  a  number  of  Arians  to  fupport  tMs 
aAion  when  it  was  done,  and  to  feize  the  city ".  All  things 
went  to  their  wiih  ;  Witeric  took  his  poft,  at  the  interview, 
behind  the  duke  and  the  prelate ;  while  Sunna  made  a  long 
fpeechy  to  give  him  an  opportunity  of  performing  what  he 
promifed  ;  but  Witeric^%  dagger  ftuck  fo  feft  in  the  fcabbard, 
that  be  was  not  able  to  dra^v  it ""  (D).    Another  plan  was 

then 

"  J.  BicLAR  in  Chron.  ^  Paul.  Oiacon,  Emeritenf. 

tibi  Jupra. 

became  fo  potent,  as  that  they  mint,  whence  that  fpecies  of  mo- 
apprehended  very  little  differ-  ney  called  ducats  (9)  received 
ence  between  them  and  the  em-  its  name.  Count,  aeain,  was 
perors  of  Confiantinoth^  they  not  originally  a  local  honour, 
judged  it  a  manife^atipn  of  but  a  title  of  ofHce  ( 1 )  ;  fome 
their  own  greatnefs  to  incrodnce  were  governors  of  towns ;  others 
the  fame  tides ;  the  rather,  be-  officers  in  the  arfny,  and  deno« 
caufe  the  inhabitants  of  their  minated  from  the  nature  of  the 
dominions,  having  been  fab-  corps  they 'Commanded  ;fo  that 
je£ts  of  the  empire,  w^re  accuf-  there  were  counts  of  the  ^rch- 
tomed  to  thofe  titles,  and  to  give  ers,  counts  of  pioneers,  Cff r, 
fuch  as  were  cloathed  with  Otherswerepfiiceis  in  the  king's 
them  all  the  reverence  they  hoafhold,  and  they  were  dilbn- 
could  expect  (7J.  The  duke  guifhed  in  th^  like  manner ;  fo 
was  in  thofe  days  a  military  ho-  that  there  were  counts  of  the 
noar,  ana  the  perfon  who  bore  butlers,  counts  of  the  liable, 
it  was  commander  in  chief  of  whence  the  title  of  cohftable  is 
the  forces  within  a  certain  pro-  derived;  and  others  were  counts 


%n 


vince,  whence  in  procefs  of  time 
he  was  dlilingaiihed  by  the 
name  of  that  province  (8),  came 
gradually  to  have  a  nearer  rela- 
tion to  it,  and  to  exercife,  in 
the  name  of  the  fovereign,  a 
civil  jurifdiflion  alfo ;  which  in 
Sfain^  if  we  may  credit  Mart' 
ana,  advanced  pretty  early  to 


the  prerogative  of  dire£Ung  the 

(7)  SaiazM  it  Mutdetfa^  Ong.  de  las  DignUaJts,  lih.  i.  e»  7 
Com^d,  Hijhr,  Biff,  lib.  xtr.     (9)  Biji^,  de  Efpano^lib.  ri.  c 


by  their  naipes,  which  was  a 
mere  honorary  title  (2). ,  It  is 
requiiite  farther  to  obferve,  that 
the  fame  perfon  was  often  both 
duke  and  count,  ^ndthat  thefe 
honours  were  in  this  age,  and 
longafter,perfonal  only, and  not 
hereditary. 

(D)    This  ITttericus  was   ^ 
young  nobleman,  who  attended 

(8)  Garihayt 
I.         (i)  Can, 


era*  de  Lnaf^t  ia  Htu.  Toletan,  tern*  viii.  f,  459.    Mrntt*  Lfpex  de  Ifaro,  No^ 
fil.  gen.  lih.  iv.  (2)  Garctot  dt  Lojajfa^  in  CwciU  Tola,  torn,  vul  f»  459, 

MsriMna,  Ferrerau 
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then  kid,  which  was  to  have  taken  place  at  a  publk  procef* 

floQ  ;  but  in  the  mean  time  Witeric^  from  motives  either  of 

piety  or  ambition,  difclofed  the  whole  matter  to  Claudius^ 

who  caafed  the  principal  confpirators  to  be  apprehended, 

gave  the  king  a  diftinft  account  of  all  that  had  happened,  by 

whofe  orders  they  were  fevcrcly  punifhed  **  (E). 

J  plot  of       These  proceedings  taught  the  Arians  to  a^  witbgreartcr 

the  queen   caution,  aOs  they  ftill  perfifted  in  their  defign  of  retricTHig 

dvwager    their  loft  power.     With  this  view  Cojuintha^  the. dowager 

fatal  only  ^f  Athatiagildey  and  Leovigilde,  who  had  embraced  the  ca- 

to  thofe      xhoViQ  religion  in  appearance,  took  her  meafores  privately 

P  .Mariana,  k  aU 

on  the  perfon  of  the  king,  and  na^  fo  much  regard  was  fhewn 

was  in  great  credit  with  him,  to  his  epifcopal  character,  that 

which  in  all  probability  recom-  it  was  ofFerea  to  his  choice,whe« 

mended  him  to  the  favour  of  ther  hp  would  abjure  his  here- 

Claudius i  duke  of  Lufitaniay^YiO  .  fy,  or  quit  the  kingdom.     He 

appears  to  have  been  the  ableft  chofe  the  latter ;  and  was  feat 

man  in  the  fervice  of  thismon-  to  Africa,  where  he  died  (5). 

arch,    and    the    perfon    upon  Count  Vacrila^  who  was  very 

whofe  military  fkill  his  m after  deep  in  this  deteftable  deiign, 

chiefly  depended  ( 3) .    It  is  fug-  fled  to  the  church  of  St.  Eulaiia, 

gelled  that  he  entered  into  this  and  obHinately  refufed  to  fub- 

bafe  deiign,  through  the  per-  mit  himfelf  to  juftice.     Upon 

fuafions  of  an  Arian  bifhop,  and  this,  judgment  was  given  againft 

out  of  his  zeal  for  that  fe6t  {4) ;  him,  that  he  (hould  remain  tho 

but  though  religion  is  the  com-  fervant  or  flave  of  that  church 

mon  pretence  for  mod  confpi-  for  life,  and  be  employed  in 

racies,  they  are  rarely  entered  fuch  kind  of  work  as  the  clergy 

-  into  by  men  of  any  religion,  (hould  think  proper  (6).  Count 

more  efpecially  if  they  have  any  Paul  Siggon  had  both  kis  hands 

parts,  as  Witeric  certainly  had.  cut  off,  and  was  banilhed  into 

(E)    The  dcteaion  of  this  Galicia{j).    Thofe  of  the  bet - 

plot  gave  the  king,  and  his  mi-  ter  fort,  who  had  been  engaged 

niller  duke  Claudius,  an  oppor-  Svith  them,  lofl  their  offices  and 

.  tnnicy,  which  they  did  not  let  eflates,  and  the  meaneft  of  the 

flip,  of  crufning  the  heretics  efr  confpirators  were  fent  into  exile, 

feflually,  by  feizing  ontheper-  In  all  thefe  proceedings  it  is 

fons  of  the  principal  leaders,  evident,  that  the  king  fhewed 

difarming  the  common  people,  his  prudence  rather  than  his  re- 

^  .            and  taking  proper  mealures  to  fentment,  and  made  the  neeef- 

putrefiilance  out  of  their  power,  fity  of  being  fecure  the  only 

As  to  the  chief  confpirator^tf/i-  argument  for  his  feverity  (8). 

(3^  Paul.   DiaeoH,   Emeritenf,  it  wtis  Patram  Ewurittufimm^  t»^  17,  i8« 

(4)  y,  Biclar  in  Cbrfiti,                (5)  Paul,  Diacon.  uhi  fupra,  (6)  Af«- 

riana,  Maferm  Turqitet,  Ferrtrat.           (7]  y,  BicUr  in  Cbrm%  {%)  Ma^ 
riMHa,  Hift»  dt  Efpana^  lik»  v.  c.  14. 

?  witk 
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with  UbUdy  an  ^rian  Infhop,  to  remove  the  king,  whom  they  A.D.588. 
coafidered  as  the  great  obftacle  to  their  defigns ;  bat,  the 
pUt  being  difcovered,  Uhila^  out  of  refpcft  to  his  character, 
was  banifhed  only ;  and,  ^hile  it  was  under  deliberation  whaf 
fhould  be  done  with  Gofuintha^  that  miferable  princefs  died, 
either   through  remorfe  or  defpair  •*.     The  king,  to  give  a 
check  to  this  fpirit  of  herefy,  fo  dangerous  to  himfelf  and  to 
the  public,  ordered  all  the  writings  in  favour  of  Ariantfin  to 
W  brought  in  and  burnt  i*.     He  next  renewed,  or  rather  at- 
tempted  to  renew,  his  negotiation  with  Gmtrariy  king  of 
Orleans  and  ^z/rgi/n^/y,  who  remained,  as  inflexible  as  ever; 
and  iient  a  frefh  army  of  fixty  thoufand  men,  under  the  com* 
mand  of  Boforiy  to  fupport  Aujlrovaldcy  who,  having  recruited 
his  army,  had  taken  Carcaffom^.     The  king  of  the  Vtjtgofhs 
fent  Claudius^  who  was  governor  of  Lii/itania,  to  command 
in  Caul,  where  he  had  the  good  fortune  to  gain  a  furprifing 
viftory,  which  would  have  done  more  honour  to  the  Spanijb 
arms  with  poftcrity,  if  their  authors  had  not  related  it  with 
fuch  circumftances  as  render  it  altogether  incredible  ^  (F)^ 

King 

9  J.  BiCLAa  in  Chron.        ^  Fredecid  Chron.       '  Ga*p. 
Tun  !•  ix.  c.  15.  '  P.  Daniel,  tom.  i.  p.  320. 

*    (F)  The  French  general  Ju*  Vifigotbiy  if  they  bad  had  any 
ftro'valde  entered  the  territories «  army  in  the  field  (9) ;  but,  it 
of  the  Vifigotbs  firft  with  a  nu-  feems,  the  forces  in  the  Spamjb 
merous  body  of  troops^  and,  province  were  fo  much  inferior, 
meeting  with  little  refiftance,  that  they  retired  to  the  very- 
ad  vanced  to  Carr^z^0»^,  of  which  mountains,  and  fatisfied  them - 
he  took  poifeffion.    Soon  after  felves  with  taking  poiTeffion  of 
this  event  arrived  Bofon  with  a  the  paifes,  where  they  waited 
more  confiderable  army,   and  the  arrival  of  dukeC/aa^/tfj  with 
veiled  with  the  chief  command,  the  troops  under  his  command. 
Hewasdifpleafedwiththecon-  After  their  jun^on,   Clau£u$ 
da^  of  Aufirwaldty  and  the  foand    his  army  much  inferi- 
difputes    between  thefe  com-  or  to  the  eiemy,   but  withal 
manders  had  a  very  bad  tStdi  .  found  that  they  wanted  dilci. 
on  their    inferior    o^icers   and  phne,  and  were  without  intelli* 
their  troops,  which,  joined  to  gence(i).     He  caufed,  there- 
the  want    of  ^  any    apparent  rare,  his  army  to  advance  to« 
ftreDffth  to  oppofe  them,  occa-  wards  them  with  as  much  fe- 
iioned  fiich  a  contempt  of  dif«  crefy  as  it  was  poifible ;  and, 
cipline,  and  fuch  general  licen-  having  brought  them  as  near 
tioufnefs,  as  maft  have  render-  the  camp  as   was  practicable 
cd  them  an  eafy  conqueft  to^the  without  a  difcovery,  and  made 

<a)  ^'f •  ^«^«  ^iP*  ^^*^*  ''*•  **•  ^'  3'«       (*)  V^*  ^0?*^» '»  ^^^' 

fuch 


39^ 

^hi  catbo- 
lie  religiom 
€fiabUftni 
in  thifirjt 
launcil  of 
Toledo. 
A.D.589. 


rbeHiftoryof  B.XIX- 

KiN(S  Reccared^  being  very  defirous  to  fettle  the  afiairs  of 
thfichurch  on  fo  firm  a  bafis  that  it  (hould  never  be  (hakea, 
famnx>tted  for  that  parpofe  a  council  at  Toledo^  where  'five 
metropolitans  and  lixty-two  bifhops  aflembled,  and  made 
feveral  canons,  which  were  ftgned  by  the  king,  the  metro* 
politans,  and  the  prelates ;  and  thus  the  oonverfioa  of  the 
Goths  to  the  catholic  ^th  became  a  national  a6l ".  Bac» 
notwithftanding  the  feemii^  unanimity  with  which  this  great 
affiur  was  tran&fted,  Arpmund^  a  nobleman  in  great  credit 
with  the  king,  governor  of  one  of  the  principal  provinces  in 
his  dominions,  and  who  had  free  accefs  to  his  perfon,  framed 
a  treacherous  defign  againft  his  life,  in  which  he  found 

"  Concil.  tom*  v.  p.  997.    CoaclL  Hifp.  torn,  ii.  p.  338. 


fuch  a  dirpofition  as  he  judged 
moil  expedient,  he  then  pat 
himfelf  at  the  head  of  a  fmall 
body  of  his  beft  men,  and  bold- 
ly attacked  their  camp,  where, 
midinff  them  fealUng,  and  in 
confonon,  he  made  a  prodi- 
eioos  daughter  before  they  were 
in  any  condition  to  make  a 
proper  defence.  At  length  ^«- 
Jwt  having  put  part  of  the  ar- 
my into  tolerable  order,  at- 
tacked the  Vijigothi  in  his  tarn ; 
upon  which  aake  ClauHus  made 
at  firft  a  flow,  and  in  a  litde 
time  a  precipitate  retreat.  The 
Fnmh  general  puflied  him  vi* 
goroofly,  the  Whole  army  join- 
ing in  the  purfoit,  till  they  foand 
themfelves  on  a  fadden  at- 
ucked  by  the  VifgQtbs  on  both 
their  flanks,  while  dake  Clau» 
Musf  with  that  handful  of  brave 
men  ander  his  immediate  com- 
mand, made  a  noble  ftand ;  fo 
that  in  a  little  fpace  the  root 
became  general ;  and  theFr/«r^, 
abandomng  the  field  of  batde, 

J  Placed  all  hopes  of  fafety  in  a 
jpeedy  flight  (2).   This,  as  iar 
^  we  are  able  to  collet  from  a 


• 

comparifon  of  different  ac- 
counts, is  an  impartial  repre« 
femadon  of  this  ugnal  vidory, 
A  contemporary  Spanijb  writer 
aflerts,  that  it  was  gained  by 
dake  Claudius  with  mree  hun- 
dred of  his  guards  (3)  ^  which 
fome  treat  as  an  improbability, 
and  others  as  a  miracle.  The 
truth  feems  to  be,  that  he  af- 
cribed  the  viflory  to  thofe  who 
made  the  iirit  accack.  A  Frtneb 
hiftorian,  who  alfo  lived  in 
thofe  times,  acquaints  us,  that 
there  were  five  thouiaild  killed, 
and  three  thoufand  taken  pri- 
foners  (4) ;  but  the  Spatn/b  hif- 
torians  unanimoufly  affirm,  that 
this  was  the  mod  dedfive  vie- 
tory  gained  in  that  age,  and  fo 
it  appears  to  have  l^en  from 
its  confequences,  for  tAi^Fmubt 
who  were  before  altogether  in- 
tradable,  began  to  be  well  in- 
clined to  peace ;  and  Reecarnf, 
who  was  a  prince  remarkable 
for  his  moueration,  made  a 
right  ufe  of  his  viftory ,  by  con- 
cluding an  advantageous  treaty, 
without  tmftine  to  the  uncer- 
tain hopes  of  future  vi£iories. 


I 


(^)  Gref.  ruron.  uhi/Mpra.  (3)  7,  Miflar  in  Ctnfh 

furoM,  Hift,  Frtme,  lib,  if.  C^f*  31, 


'  m(aQ4 


C.  I.  the  Vifigoths  in  Spain.  397 

means. to  embark  a  great  many  perfons  of  dUfereat  ratiks, 
which  very  probably  made  way  for  the  difcx>¥ery  and  pimifii^ 
inent  of  hiritfclf  and  other  offenders  "^^     The  Jrats  pcti- . 
tioned  the  king  to  abrogate  one  of  the  canons  of  the  lata 
conncil^by  which  they  were  rendered  incapable  of  public  offices^ 
of  keeping  ChrifUan  Oaves  or  concubines ;  and^  that  they 
might  induce  him  the  more  readily  to  exert  his  authority, 
they  oiiered  him*  a  very  large  fum  of  money,  which  Recca" 
red^  with  a  magnanimity  worthy  of  fo  great  a  prince^  rgeAed 
with  dUdain  ^.     Upon  the  death  of  his  queen  Bada^  Reccared 
demanded  in  marriage  Clodofinde^  the  daughter  of  Bnmehaudy 
and  the  fifter  of  bigonde^  whom  he  obtained,  notwithAand-  A.D.592.. 
ing  ihe  had  been  promifed  in  marriage  to  the  king  of  the 
Jjombardty  who  was  an  Arian  ;  but  it  is  thought  that  he  in 
fome  meafure  purchafed  this  marriage  by  the  ceifion  of  the 
,  two  fortrefles  of  Jubiniac  and  Comeillan^  part  of  his  domi- 
nions in  Gaul^  to  queen  Brunehaud^  who  entered  immediately 
into  the  pofleffion  of  them  ^ ;  and  it  is  believed  that  Clodo- 
Jinde  was  fent  into  Spain^  notwithftandiog  we  have  no  diftinft 
account  of  the  celebration  of  this  marriage  by  any  of  the 
antienc  hiftorians  '.    Reccared  alfo  feat  embailadors  to  com-    ' 
pliment  pope  Gregory  the  Greats  and  to  carry  him  prefents  A.D.593. 
of  a  confiderable  value,  to  facilitate  a  requeft  he  made  him 
t6  procure  an  extraA  of  the  treaties  between  his  predeceflbr 
Athanagild£  and  the  emperor  JuJUnian^  that  he  might  be 
precifely  acquainted  upon  what  term$  the  imperialifts  held 
the  territories  which  they  ftill  pofTelTed  in  Spain  «  (G). 

The 

w  J.  BiCLAH  in  Chron.  *  S.  Greo.  Epifi.  lib.  vii. 

ep.  228.  ^  Greg.  Tur.  lib.  xix.  c.  16.  25.     Moral. 

lib.  X.  c.  I.     'P.  Daniel,  torn.  t.  p.  328,  329.     ^  S.  Grbc, 
cpift.  lib.  vii. 


(G)  This  count  Argimond^  the 

Srincipal  confpirator^was  cbam* 
erlain  to  the  kinj;,  and  might 
therefore  have  executed  his  de- 
teftable^defign  with  very  litde 
difficulty,  if  the  death  of  his 
mailer  had  been  all  he  foaght ; 
but  he  had  his  own  advance, 
ment  likewife  in  view,  and  pro- 
pofed,  when  the  throne  was  va- 
cant^ to  fill  it  widi  his  own  per- 


fon,  which  obliged  him  to  feek 
ailiflance  among  the  nobility, 
and  this  made  way  for  the  de- 
tection of  his  deiigns  (g).  The 
king,  who  faw  how  much  his 
clemency  had  been  abufed, 
dealt  with  this  nobleman  and 
his  alTociates  much  more  fe- 
verely  than  had  been  pradlifed 
in  regard  to  the  former  coofpi- 
rators ;  for,  in  the  firft  place. 


CsJj,Si:larhCkr9n. 


the 


398  The  Hificry  of  '  B.  XIX. 

Recca-         Tflc  patrician,  who  at  this  time  governed  thofe  cdnntries 
rcd'i  tx-  oa  behalf  of  the  Greek  emperor,  had  fufiered  his  people  to 
€eUentgO'  make  fome  excurfions  into  the  dominions  of  king  Reccared^ 
nf^nmnt.  ^{jq  refoived  to  take  this  occaiion  of  reducing  thefe  people 
^•^•59S*  within  bounds,  which,  by  various  fuccefsful  expeditions,  he 
performed ;  for,  it  feems,  he  was  a  prince  of  fo  great  jiif- 
tice,  that,  notwithftanding  the  provocs^tion  he  had  received, 
and  the  fuperiority  of  his  forces,  he  would  not  attempt  an 
abfolute  conqueft,  but  granted  them  a  peace  upon  equitable 
terms**.     This  war  was  hardly  finifhed,  before  he  found 
himfelf  embarked  in  another  againft  ^^  Gafcons^  who  had 
redred  into  Gaul  in  the  reign  of  his  father,  and,  elevated  by 
their  (uccefs  there,  made  an  irruption  into  the  country  which 
A.D  598.  they  had  formerly  poflefled  in  Spain;  however,  the  forces 
which  Reccared  fent  againft  them  quickly  recovered  the 
places  they  had  taken,  and  compelled  them  to  repafs  the 
Pyrenees^.    Thefe  military  exploits  interrupted,    in  fome 
mcafure,  the  king's  endeavours  to  regulate  the  civil  and  ec- 
clefiaftlcal  affairs  of  his  monarchy,  upon  fuch  a  foot  as  might 
equally  contribute  to  the  glory  of  his  fuccelTbrs,  and  to  the 
welfare  of  his  fubjefts ;  but,  as  foon  as  peace  was  reftored, 
he  refumed  thofe  falutary  projefts :  he  took  care  to  rcvife 
A«D.599.  the  laws  of  the  Goths,  and  to  make  fuch  alterations  as  the 
change  of  cuftoms  and  manners  had  rendered  neceilary<'. 
He  was  employed  in  this  and  other  a£ls  of  a  like  nature, 
when  he  was  feized  with  that  illnefs  which  deprived  Spain 
of  fo  great  and  good  a  prince «,  in  the  month  of  Febniary^  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  fix  hundred  and  one. 
Liava  II.      He  left  behind  him  three  fons,  Uuvay  SuintUay  and  Geila ; 
fttcceeds  his  but  who  were  the  mothers  of  thefe  princes,  is  by  no  means 
father,  is  clear  ^     The  eldeft  is  fuppofed   to  have  been  a  natural 

»»  IsiD.  Hift.  Goth.  «  Vasjei  Chron.  *  Isid» 

de  Script,  cap.  32.  *  Hift.  Goth.  ^  Mariana, 

Hiftoriadc  Hifpana,  lib.  vi.  c.  i.     Mayerne  TuRi^ET^  l.v, 
FfiRRERAS,  Hidoria  Hifpana,  P.  iii.  fed.  7. 


the  counts  head  was  fhaved, 
which,  as  Mariana  remarks, de- 
graded and  rendered  him  in  fa- 
mous, /then  he  was  whipped, 
and  his  right  hand  cue  off; 
after  this,  being  mounted  on  a 
mule,  he  was  led  through  the 
flif  ets  of  the  capital,  and  ex« 


pofad  to  the  derifion  of  the 
people  ;  and,  laflly,  was  be- 
headed ;  all  his  accomplices 
were  likewife  puniflied  with 
death,  which  put  an  end  to 
thofe  confpiracies  that  had  been 
hitherto  fo  frequent  (6). 


(S)  Aiariana^  JUiycrne  Turfuet,   Ttrurgu 


child. 
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duldy  begotten  on  fome  woman  of  mean  conditbn,  five  jears  guscJ^fy  dt^- 
before  his  acceiCon  to  the  crown ;  and  it  is  very  likely  xhtpofed^  and 
othdr  two  were  the  fons  of  Bada,  fince  there  is  no  author)^*  ^fi^ 
that  mentions  his  having  iOue  by  queen  Clodojinde  «.    The  re-  ^^^^irtd, 
ipedt  of  the  nobility,  and  the  affection,  of  the  people  towards  * 

his  memory,  was  fo  ftrong,  that,  notwithilanding  the  blemifti 
in  his  birth,  and  his  being  but  twenty  years  of  age,  Uuva 
was  elefted  and  proclaimed  kipg  without  oppolition  **.  The  A.D.601. 
dawn  and  the  clofe  of  his  reign,  however,  followed  clofe  • 
upon  each  other ;  for,  notwithftanding  he  was  a  young 
prince  of  great  hopes,  and  did  nothing  that  ought  to  have 
4leprived  him  of  the  afieAions  of  his  people,  yet  he  was 
quickly  defpoiled  of  bis  crown,  his  libq-ty,  and  his  life  ^ 
The  inflrument  of  all  this  mifchief  was  Wlteric^  whofe  life 
lus  father  had  fpared.  We  have  but  a  very  dark  account 
how  it  was  brought  about,  and  (hall  therefore  follow  the 
fentimcnts  of  an  eminent  hiftorian,  who  fuggefts,  that  this 
cunnipg  traitor  firft  inveigled  the  young  prince  to  £gnalize 
his  very  acceiSon  to  the  throne  by  the  expulfion  of  the  im- 
perialifls ;  which  having  reprefented  to  him  as  a  very  eafy 
thing,  and  being  intrufted  with  the  army  that  was,  to  per- 
form this  great  adlion,  he  corrupted  the  principal  officers, 
and,  with  their  affiAance,  not  only  depofed  the  king,  but  A.D.603. 
cut  off  his  right  hand,  thrufl  him  into  a  prifon,  and  not  long 
after  put  him  to  death  ^  (H). 

WiTERIC 

<  Mariana.  ^  Isid.  Hill.  Goth.  1  Vasjbx 

Chron.  ^  Ferrer  as,  Hilloria  Hifpana,  P.  iii.  fed.  7. 

(H)  The  deficiency  of  an-  cially  in  fuch  parages  as  do  no 

tient  and  contemporary  hiilo-  honour  to  his  country.    There 

xians  renders  this  part  of  our  is  indeed  a  certain  writer  who 

hiftory  fomewhat  obfcure.  The  pretends  to  fix  the  \txy  day  on  ' 

chronicle  of  ^cm  Juan   de  Val*  which    Liwva  was    murdered, 

ilaroy  as  the  Spaniards  flile  him,  which  he  fays  was  the  fourteenth 

or,  as  he  is  generally  called,  the  ofjpril  fix  hundred  and  four ; 

abbot  of  Biclar,  notwithfland-  and  that  he  was  buried  in  the 

ing  that  he  was  bilhop  of  G/-  church  of  St.  Mary  at  Toledo, 

ronty   ends  under  the    former  with  great  lainentacion ;  but  as 

reign  (7) ;  fo  that  all  the  light  his  authority  is  of  no  credit,  we 

we  have  now  left  is  the  hiflory  cannot  rely  upon  his  informs 

of  St.  Jfidore  of  Se*vi/ie,  an  au-  tion  (8).     Mariana  affures  us, 

thorvery  fuccin^l,  more  efpe-  that  this  young  monarch  ren- 

^7)  DcH  G.  Mayans  in  Pn/adcn  ie  tax  ohras  cbrcnohgUas  del  M,  d§  A^ndt" 
jar,  ^.15,  1 6*  (%)  D*  N.  Antonh  CtnJutM  dt  Hifi.riusfahticjst, 

/•  439" 
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Witeric         WiTERfc  was  immediately  declared  king  by  thofe  'wbo 
ratfed  to     had  affifted  him  in  th^  perpetration  of  thefe  cnielde»  ^  and, 
the  throne^  ^  \f  he  intended  to  have  (hewn  that  he  was  not  altdj|etber 
^^  '*'      unworthy  of  that  dignity  to  Which  he  was  raifed  in  fo  uniiear- 
5^^  /  **  ^  rantable  a  manner,  he  profeeuted  the  war  againft  the  impe- 
*witb  'tb$    ''*^^5fts  with  vigour,  and,  in  a  general  aAion  in  the  neigh- 
Franks,     bourhood  of  Siguenca^  gained  a  complete  viAory,  and  brought 
A.D.604.  their  afFairs  into  the  utmoft  diftrefs  K    This  gained  him  ibme 
reputation,  for  the  populace  are  always  on  the  fide  of  fac- 
cefs.    Soon  after  Theodoric,  king  of  Burgundy ^  demanded  in 
marriage  the  princefs  Hermembergue  his  daughter,  teftif^^ng, 
at  the  famfc  time,  a  defire  that  the  feuds  <which  had  fo  long 
fubfifted  between  the  Franks  and  the  VtJigGths  might,  in  con- 
fequence  of  this  marriage,  be  buried  in  perpetual  obliyion  ™. 
This  flattered  the  vanity  of  Witeric  extremely;    he  was 
doubtful  how  the  neighbouring  princes  would  reliih  the  me- 
,       thod  by  which  he  role  to  fovereignty,  and  was  charmed  with 
this  mark  of  deference  and  efteem  which  he  could  fo  little 
expeft.    He  treated  the  embafladors  with  all  imaginable 
'  kindnefs,  yielded  very  gracioufly  to  their  requeft,  and  (cat 

the  princefs  Hermembergue  back  with  them  into  France^  with 
a  numerous  and  magnificent  equipage.  This  fcene  of  tri- 
umph  was,  however,  quickly  interrupted ;  Theodoric  took 
fome  diftafte  to  HermenAergui^  and  fent  her  back  again  to  her 
A. D.608.  father".  Some  fay,  and  it  is  not  at  all  improbable,  that 
Brunehaud  efTefted  this  by  her  intrigues  ;  but,  however  it 
was  brought  about,  this  fo  exceedingly  ofiended  Witeric^  that 
be  endeavoured  to  form  a  confederacy  with  the  monarchs  of 


'  IsiDoa.  Hift.  Goth.       1  *  Frbobo.  in  Chron. 
Daniel,  Hiftoire  de  France,  tom.  i.  p.  372. 


dered  himfelf  refpe&ed  and  be- 
loved by  his  fweet  and  majeflic 
air,  his  beneficence,  and  other 
royal  virtues,  which  he  inhe- 
rited from  his  father,^  fo  that 
his  lofs  was  bitterly  bewailed 
by  the  whole  Spamjb  nadon. 
He  farther  remarks,  that  feme 
pieces  of  gold  coin,  bearing 
the  imprefiion  of  this  prince,  are 
ftill  extant,  having  on  the  rt" 
r trie  Hi/pali  Pirn ^  tofhewthat 
th^y  were  coined  at  Seville  (9). 


•  P. 


we 


He  farther  obferves,  that 
may  be  certain  thefe  pieces 
ought  to  be  attributed  to  Uuwi 
the  Second,  and  not  to  his  uncle 
Liuva  the  Firft,  becaafe  the 
prince  they  reprefent  has  a 
crown  upon  his  head,  which 
regal  .ornament  was  not  in  uTe 
before  the  reign  of  Leovifiidep 
of  whom,  and  of  Reccared,  there 
are  feveral  pieces  of  gold  coin 
extant  in  the  Frtmh  king's  car- 
binet. 


(9)  H'fi^r.  dt  Ef^sMS,  lih,  vi.  f .  a. 


the 


C.  I,    .  the  Vifigoths  in  SpainV  ^ol^ 

the  Erdnks  and  Lomtards  againft  the  kipg  of  Burgundy ^  in 
tordcr  to  ilrip  him  totally  of  his  dominions,  in  revenge  of  the 
afiroat  offered  to  his  daughter  (I). 

This  negotiation,  which  he  purfued  with  indefatigable -«^  «f5/^x-* 
zeal,  and  at  a  vaft  expence,  fucceeded  to  his  wifti ;  Chtaire,  racy  form* 
king  of  Soijfons^  Theodobert,  king  of  Aujirajia,  together  with  ^d  againft 
Agilulphy  king  of  the  Lombards y  entered  into  the  alliance ;  ^^^•'"'^f* 
land  the  divifion  of  Theodoric\  dominions  was  already  fctded,  ^"^.S"'  ^** 
when,  by  promifing  Theodobert  better  conditions  than  were^?^     - 
allowed  him  by  this  treaty,  Theodorlc  drew  him  to  his  fide,-'      "  * 
and  the  reft  of  the  prince's  growing  diffident  of  each  other. 


(I)  Tbehiftory  of  this  lady's 
marriage,  which  was  very  near 
being  fatal  to  two  of  thegreat- 
cft  nations  in  Europe^  has  in  it 
ibmething  fo  flrange,  that  the 
principa]  circumftances  deferve 
oar  notice  (i).    This  Theo^orict 
king  of  Burgundfi  was  fo  well 
diipofed  to  an  alliance  with  the 
king  of  the  Vifigoths^  that  he 
fent  Aridiusy   bifhop   of  Lions^ 
his  high  conftable  Eborim^  and 
.  count  Rogoitf    a  nobleman   of 
high  rank  at  his  court,  as  his 
^jaba/Tadors  .to  Witeric  at  7o« 
ledo.    The  monarch  of  the  Vi- 
^0/i&/ objected  the  bad  beha- 
viour of  fome  of   the   French 
.  kings  to  their  wives,  and  paiti- 
.cnlarly  the  difiblute  behaviour 
of  iheir  mader,  who  had  fe vera! 
roiftrefles,  and  children  by  them; 
fo  that  he  was  unwilling  to  pro- 
ireed  in  the  negotiation,  unlefs 
thefeminiilers  would  bind  them- 
felves  by   an    oath,    that  the 
princcfs  (hould  be  always  treat- 
ed in  a  manner  fuitable  to  her 
quality,    and    that    the    king 
fiiould  never  remove  her  from 
the  throne,  which  fecurity  they 
accordingly  gave.     When  they 
brought  the  princefs  intoFr^vr^, 
the  king  came  to  meet  her  at 


Chalons  on  the  Saone^  where  he 
feemed  to  be  extremely  well 
pleafed  with  her,  and  behaved 
widi  all  the  refpedl  and  tender- 
nef^  imaginable  (a).  While  this 
marriagCL  was  treating.  Brunt* 
haut  had  rep^efented  to'  the 
king's  fitter  ^heudelancy  that^ 
without  doubt,  her  influence 
would  be  intirely  loft  from  the 
moment  the  queenwas  efpoufed. 
This  put  her  upon  pra^fing 
every  art  of  which  (he  was  mi^ 
trefs,  to  delay  thd  folemnity  ; 
and,  having  carried  this  pointy 
fhe  iuiinuated,  that  the  princeis 
had  fome  perfonal  defeds,  by 
which  the  king  was  gradu- 
ally yiifgufted.  After .  having 
kept  her  about  a  year,  he  re- 
folvcd,  againft  all  th6  rules  of 
honour  and  decency^  to  fend 
her  home  again;  and,  having 
broke  through  th6fe,  he  made 
the  lefs  fcruple  of  being  di(ho- 
neft  Hkewife,  and  detained  a 
large  fum  of  money  which  (he 
brought  with  her  out  of  ^pain» 
In  one  refpe£l  he  feems  to  have 
aded  right ;  he  caft  ifo  afper- 
fions  whatever  upon  the  lady, 
but  fuffered  the  blame  of  this 
adion  to  lie  wholly  where  it 
ought  to  lie,  upon  himfelf  (3). 


(t)  Tredtjar  Cbron»  e.  3«.  (l)  Mariana,  tJifor,  de  Efpana,  lih,  vi, 

tdp.  2.  (3)  Ferreras,  Hijiir,  de  Mjpana^  P.  iii./;^.  6. 
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the  leagtte  wts  diflblved  *.    This  renderic  Witeric  deTpI&d  at 
home,  where  the  ill  u(age  the  daughter 'had  recdved  was 
A.D.609.  ftfcribed  to  the  mckedndEs  of  the  father ;  and  a  rumour  being 
fpread  at  the  fame  tiaie,  that  he  was  privately  an  Arian,  and 
meant  to  reftore  that  herefy,  fuch  a  general  defeftion  enfued, 
fts  prompted  fome,  whom  he  had  difd^Iiged,  to  fall  upon  him 
as  he  fat  at  dioner,  without  theleaft  fuTplcion  of  what  hap- 
pened, and,  having  ftabbed  him,  they  threw  the  body  out  to 
the  people^  who,  after  dragging  it  through  the  flreets,  and 
oiTefing  a  thoufand  infults,  they  at  lad  buried  it  amongft  male* 
faAors  executed  for  their  crimes,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  Gil 
hundred  and  ten  '. 
Gande*        Amongst  thofe  who  direfled  the  refentment  of  the  po- 
inar*j  /iSr^- pulace  againft  the  miknblefViteric^  there  was  one  Gundemar, 
tioHj  and  a  man  or  great  quality,  and  adorned  vdth  many  virtues.     He 
Jbort  reiguhaii  previoufly  formed  fchemes  for  placing  himfelf  upon  the 
9^er  the    throne,  and  they  were  attended  with  fuccefs ;  for,  very  foon 
y*^^^****  after  the  death  of  Witeric,  he  was  elefted  and  declared  king. 
^^'Heftudied  to  maintain  a  condant  correfpondcnce  vn\h  the 
Franks,  which  for  many  ages  was  looked  upon  as  a  mark  of 
prudence  and  good  policy ;  but,  from  fome  papers  which 
have  been  feen  by  Mariana^  and  other  Spanijb  hiftorians,  it 
appears,  that  he  bought  their  fricndfhip  by  annual  peniion, 
which  did  him  no  honour  in  the  fentiments  of  the  Vifigoihs^ 
accuftomed  to  receive  rather  than  pay  fuch  kind  of  tribates 
(K).    Yet  in  his  perfon  he  was  brave ;  and  had  no  fooner 

'  -v    information 

^  Fredeg.  in  Chroi).  f  Isid.  Hift.  Goth.  <  Hifloria 
Hifpana,  1.  vi.  c.  z.  Mayerni  Turquet.  Ferreras,  Hift. 
Hilpana,  P.  ill.  fee.  7. 


(K)  The  fubilance  of  this 
note  will  ttitvr  the  reader  with 
what  difcreuon  public  hiftories 
are  to  be  read;  for  none  of 
thofe  that  have  been  hitherto 
publlfhed  of  the  kingdom  of  the 
Goths  in  Spain,  written  either  by 
contemporary  writers,  or  by 
thofe  who,  lived  near  thefe  times, 
fay  the  lead  word  of  that  con- 
neiftion,  which,  it  feems,  fub- 
fiHed  between  king  Gundemar, 
Theodoric,   king    of  Burgundy, 


Theodolert,  king  of  Juftrafia, 
and  Ciotaire,  king  of  Soiffons ; 
which  laft,  in  t^e  reign  ox  Gun- 
demar, became  the  fole  king  of 
the  franks  (4).  Vet,  in  the  opi- 
nion of  the  beft  modern  hillo- 
rians,  it  inconteiUbly  appears 
from  the  letters  of  coant  Bulgf 
rano,  at  that  dme  governor  of 
the  territories  pofTeffed  by  the 
Vijigoths  in  Spain,  which  papers 
are  ftill  preferved  in  the  aVcmves 
of  the  liniverfity  oi  Aicala,  and 


(^)  P,  DmUI,  Bjfloire  de  France,  tm,  h  ^#  377t 
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nformat^a  that  the  Gqfcons  had  renewed  their  Incndiom, 
than  he  marched  againft  them  with  an  army,  entered  their 
touDtryy  which  he  laid  wafte  with  fire  and  fword,  obli^ng, 
them  to  take  fhelter  in  their  mountains  ^  After  his  return 
to  bis  capital,  he  directed  a  council  to  be  held  at  CarthagenOf 
in  which  feveral  canons  were  made  by  the  prelates*  who  af- 
fifted  therein,  which  he  afterwards  figned  and  confirmed;  a 
plain  proof  that  the  king's  fupremacy  remained  as  yet  unim^ 
peached  in  Spain '.  While  be  was  thus  employed,  the  im-  A«D«6io^ 
perialiAs  committed  hoftilities  againft  his  lubjefts,  which 
<x>nftraiDed  him.  to  turn  his  arms  againft  them;  and  they» 
finding  their  forces  far  inferior  to  the  Goths ^  retired  to  a  ftrong 
camp,  where  they* fortified,  themfelves  in  the  beft  manner  they . 
were  able.  Gundemar,  however^  attacked  and  carried  their 
intrenchments,  gaining  a  fighaLand  a  bloody  viAory,  which 
terribly  diftrefled  their  afiairs,  and  extingnifhed  all  defires  of 
Revenge  for  the  prefent^;    He  then  returned  into  his  own  do« 

'  •      •  • 

.    '  ,Isib.][IiK.  Goth.  .  •  CoQcil.  top,  v.  p.  620.    CanL 

p'AGui&iL£>  Cooc.  HiQ).  torn.  ii.  p.  453.  '  Isio.  Hift* 

Godi. 

in  the  library  belonging  to  the  that ,  he  refufed  to   folFcr  the 

cHarch  of  OvUdo^  that  Guniie-  French  embaiTaiors  fent  toGcnv* 

nuar  paid  thefe  princes  an  an-  dtmar  to  pafs  through  the  pro- 

nual  tribute,  amounting   to  a  vince;  and  even  went  fo  far,  as 

confiderable  fom  for  thofe  days;  to,  declare  war  in  his  mailer's 

and,  as  is  rerv  natural  in  Aich  name,  in  order  to  obtun  fatif- 

cafes,  was  haa  in  great  con-  fii6lion  for  the  indignity  that 

tempt  by  thpfe  to  whom  he  had  been  offered  to  the  crown, 

paid  thispecuniary:  adcnpwlege*.  and  recQivef ed'  the  two  fortreiTea 

meat  (5).     It  feems  that,  to  which  i^/rrann/ had  yielded  to 

cultivate  a  friendfiiip  with  that  Brtmebaudy  that  princefs  beings 

nation,  he  fent  an  embafly  into  dead,  and  none  of  her  defcend-- 

froxrr,  compofedofperfohs  of  ants  remaining  (6).    Thebold* 

diftinflion,  who  were  very  ill  n^fs  of  thi^  proceeding  had  a 

treated ;.  which  he  was  fo  far  good  effedl ;  and,  as  the  count 

from  refenting,    that  he  fent  ftopped  there,  the  French  did 

other  embafladors,  who  were  not  think  fit  to  make  any  at- 

ftiU  worfe  ufed,  and  fent  back  tempts  on  that  fide ;  fo  that  in 

again  without  being  admitted  this  poilure  things  remained  till 

to  an  audience.     Count  Bulge^  the  death  of  Gundemar^  and  a 

ranoy  who  it  is  probable  was  better  underftanding    between 

not  let  into  the  fecret  of  his  the  two  crowns  was  reftoredun- 
mafter's  extraordinary  complai-    der  the  reign  of  his  faceeOTor. 
fance,  was  fo  provoked  at  this, 

« 

(5)  MurUnay  Hift,  4*  Sfj^ana,  lib,  vi.  r.  s*  (6)|  Ttntr^t,  Sifi»  d$ 

M/fanay  P.  iii.  fie.  6*  , 

C  c  2  minions. 


404  rbemfiory^f     •  B.5U». 

A.D.6 1 1 .  aikl<ms»  iftid'h^ld  another  allembly  of  the  clergy ;  fooa  after 
D^hich  he  fell  fick,  aad  died  ia  the  begiaoitig  of  the  year  fix 
hundred  and  twelve,  -when  he  had  governed  but  a  fhort  time^ 
aod  bad  rather  raifed  than  fatisfied  the  expeflations  of  his 
iubje(ls«  who,  tiotwithAandiag,  expreHed  great  concern  for 
his  deathi  on  account  of  the  unqueflionable  proofs  he  had 
^yen  of  his  piety,  courage,  and  zeal  for  .the  public  wel- 
fare ". 
^tfebat         SiSEQUT  was  eleAed  upon  the  demife  of  Cundanar,  with 
suhimced  .the  uoiveHal  approbation  of  the  nobility  and  clergy,  on  ac- 
to  the       count  of  his  many  excellent  qualities,  amongfl  which  his 
throne^     -Jeamtng  'vfras  not  the  leail  confpicuous  ^.     He  was  fcarce 
wjfo  rt'    -feated  on  the  throne,  before  the  public  tranquillity  was  dif- 
folves9M    .^j.b^4  by  i^^Q  infurreAion^,  one  of  the  AJlurians^  and  the 
J^qJ^^- other  of  the  Rucons :  againft  the  former  the  king  fent  a  body 
*of  trcx>ps  commanded  by  RcchiLiy  and  another  againfl  the 
'JtuctmSf  at  the  head  of  which  was  prince  Suintila,  in  the 
fentiments  of  many  the  fon  of  Rcccared;  and  both  thefe  of- 
ficers met  with  all  the  fucccfe  that  could  be  cxpefted,  'ob- 
liging rile- people  to  return  to  th^ir  duty,  after  they  had 
A.D4613. chaftifed  them  for  departing  from  it*.     This  gave  the  king 
great  fatisfaftion,  as  it.did  credit  to  his  arms  at  the  beginning 
•of  his  reign,  and  afforded  him  rational  hopes  of  fuccefs  in 
the  defign  he  had  formed  of  completing,  what  feveral  of  Wa 
.predeccflTors  had  made  fome  trials  toeffeft,  the  intire  reduc- 
!,ion  of  what  the  imperiallfts  poffeffed  in  Spain,  where  at 
.  this  time  they  were  mafters  of  the  whole  coaft,  from  the 
ftraits  of  Gibraltar  to  the  frontiers  of  Valencia^  and  had  alfo 
.  the  little  country  of  .^/^/xrvr,  with  a  line  of  numerous  licde 
A«D.6i4;fortrefres  along  their  frontiers.    .As  he  knew  that  this  would 
be  very  accceptable  to  his  fubjefts,  and  would  deliver  his  fuc- 
*  ceffors  from  many  inconveniencics,  he  made  theneceflary  prfe- 
parations  for  a/Tembling  a  potent  army,  and  for  providing  all 
.things  necefTary  for  their  keeping  the  field  longer  than  was 
'  ufual  in  thofe  days  ;  which  could  not  be  done  without  afford- 
:  ing  tlie  enemy  an  opportunity  of  gueffing  at  leaft  at  his  dc- 
lign,  and  confequently  of  providing  for  their i3wn  defence; 
though  it  docs  not  appear,  from  their  method  of  managiog 
the  war,  that  they  fully  penetrated  the  fcheme  of  king^^- 
"^baty  or  believed  there  was  any  danger  of  his  executing  it  if 
'  they  did  ;  fticc,  if  they  had,  they  would  certainly  hdve  afted 

•  Vas/fi  Chron.  ^'Mariaka,  Hiftoria  Efpana,  X,  vi. 

^.  3.    Maverke  Turquet.     Ferreras,    Hifioria  Hifpana, 
^  P«  iii.  ice.  7.  "  hm.  Hid.  Goth.     Luc.  Tqdena. 

only 
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only  on  the  delbnGve^  and  avaHed  themf^^ives  of.  th^  ftroQg 
pUces  tbey  had  fortified  with  fo  mych  care. 

The  patrician  Cefarius  had  at  this  time  the  dire^Uon  of.Reduces 
the  affairs  of  the  imppriaiifts  iq  Spain  *  and,  as  foOn  as  'he/^'»  ^» , 
was  informed  that  Sifebui  w:as  at  the  bead  of  bis  army,  he  ^'"^  ^ 
inarched  with  his  forces  to  give  him  batde,  in  which  he  was^'^^'  ^ 
totally  defeated  with  great  lofs  ^.^    Sifebut  prolecuted  his  vie-  ^  -^      . . 
tory  like  a  great  captain,  and  one  who  did  not  fight  for  the  .    -^^.^^^ 
hqnour  of'  viftory,  but  for  the  copfcquences  of  it,  atid  aftu-: 
ally  reduced  feveral  great  towns  on  the  frontiers,  whi<:H  none 
of  his  predeceffors  had  ventured  to  attack*     Cefarius,  believ* 
ing  that  the  only  method  left  to  deliver  his  country  from  fo. 
formidable  an  enemy  was  to  bring  on  another  engagement,  ia 
which  he  mighthave  better  fortune;  took  all  imaginable pain& 
to  recruit  his  army,  attributing  the  fuccefs  of  \ht  Goths  in  their 
laft  a^ion  lo  their  fuperiority  in  number.  Experience  convinced 
him  of  that  error  ;  he  fought  again,  and  was  again  defeated.  A, 0.615, 
with  much  greater  lofs  than  before ;  for,  exclufivjp  o^  thofe 
M'ho  were  kUIed  on  the  field  of  battle,  many  tboufands  of  hi^ 
(bldiers  were  tak^n  prifoners  ^.     Sifebut  availed  himfelf  fully 
of  tliis  viftory  like  an  able  general;  and  a  good  prince ;  for 
be  gave  dire£lions  that  the  utmoll  care  (hould  be  taken  o£ 
the  wounded,  paid  the  ranfom'  of  all  the  priibnei:^  to  hi$ . 
own  foldiers,  and  then  releafed  and  fent  them  hom^^  (L), 

*>  IsiD.  Hift.  Qpth.  Luc.  Tudcns.  *  Isip.  ifift.  Gotlu 

YASiEi  Chron.        4  Ijjd.  Hift.  Goth.  ' 

(L)  The  very  high  chara£ler  *'  pcr{on,    he  prevented    any                * 

this  monarch  had  obtalned,both  ''  farther  carnage,  and  {cfcueq 

as  a  ilatefman  and  as  a  general,  "  with,    bis  own  ban 4  man/ 

snigbt  well  induce  us  to  believe,  **  wha  were  on  the  point  of 

that  in  this  there  was  at  leaft  "  being  killed"  (7).  He  might, 

as  much  of  policy,  as  of  gene-  without  ddubt^  hay«  had  thd 

rolity  and  tender nefs  of  heart,  honour  of  dri;ving  the  imperial'* 

An  antient  writer,  however,  af*  ids  out  of  SpauL ;  buly  ^^«pj()ic^ 

fares  us  of  the  contrary  ;  and  from  a  motive  of  ji}li;i^.  9d[pQ^ 

**  that  king  Sifibia,  when    he  lie/  is  uncertain,  he.  chote.to^ 

**  faw  the  great  Haughter  his  leave  thtm  flill  a  fmall  diftrlA, 

V  troops  made  gf  the  enemy,  which  they  held  rather  by  his. 

cried  out  in*  a  tranfport  of  courtefy  than    by    their  own 

paflion.  Unhappy  man,  that  I  power,  or  that  of  the  emperor; 

A/fi,  to  fee  fo  much  blood  fpilt  whofe  affairs  at  that  time  werft. 

**  through  my  means  !    where-  in  a  very  low  cpndition,  anq[ 

^  upon,  at  the  hazard  not  only  likely  to  fall  ftiU  lower  (8)^ 
f*  of  the  vidoiy,  but  of  his 

^7)  f^'^^'  Cbmt     (S}  TauU  Diac,  lib.  xviS.    Cedretu  Sigeitrt, 

C  c  3  Thia 
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This  behaviour  put  it  out  of  the  povirer  of  Cefarius  to  raiie 
another  army,  and  moft  of  the  fortrelles  furrendered  as  foon 
as  he  appeared  before  them.    The  patrician  knew  not  what 
to  do  with  a  prince  whofe  clemency  was  more  fatal  to  hini 
than  his  courage ;  and,  perceiving  that  he  had  conquell  ia 
lieWy  he  very  prudently  refolved  to  make  the  bed  terms  hd 
could  ^.    He  fenty  for  this  purpofe,  an  embaflfador  to  king 
Sifebuti  under  colour  of  doing  honour  to  Cecilius,  a  bifhop 
among  the  Vijigotbs^  who,  deilrous  of  leading  a  quiet  and 
retired  life,  had  quitted  his  fee,  and  taken  (heiter  in  a  men- 
ailery  among  the  itnperialifts,  from  whom  Sifebut  had  de- 
nianded  him  at  the  beginning  of  the  war  ^ .     By  this  embaf- 
fador  Cefarius  fent  a  letter  to  the  king,  defiring  to  know 
what  terms  the  imperlailfts  might  exped,  in  cafe,  for  avoid  • 
Ing  the  eflfufion  of  Chriftian  blood,  they  fhould  be  difpofed 
to  fubmi/Eon.     The  king  received  the  minifter  kindly,  an- 
fwered  the  letter  gracioufly»  acquainting  Cefarius  with  his 
terms ;  who  confented  to  them^  provided  he  might  have 
leave  to  fend  them  to  his  mafier  the  emporor  HeracUus,  for 
his  approbation*. 
Hem-        •  Wb  are  aflured  by  Mariana^  that  king  Sifebut,  having 
clins,  tbe  made  choice  of  Tieodoric,  a  nobleman  much  in  his  confidence, 
Greek  Mr*  to  repair  with  Anfemond,  whom  Cefarius  had  appointed  tor 
firw^  ra-  carry  the  treaty  to  C$nfiahtinople\  the  emperor  readily  ac-« 
'l/^'^^ocpted  it,  adding  only  this  condition,  that  the  king  of  the 
^^^£^  ^fi&^^^  ^^^  "d  his  dominions  of  the  Jev)S ;  for  Hera- 
^^P^/^    f&ix,  who  was  much  given  to  judicial  ailrology,  and  other 
iare9us      fupcrftitions,  was  exceedingly  troubled  about  a  propheq, 
that  the  empire  (hould  be  fpeiedily  fiibverted  by  a  wandering 
and  circumdied  nation,  enemies  to  the  Chriftian  faith,  which 
he  appCed  to  the  Jevifs ;  and,  not  contented  with'perfecuting 
them  in  his  territories,  purfued  them  into  France,  Spain,  and 
other  countifes,   with  implacable  reifentment  \.     However 
this  matter  may  be,  there  are  two  things  equally  certain ;  the 
firft,  that  Sifebut  didaftually  profecutc  the  7ni/j,  compelling 
numbers  to  be  baptized,  and  obliging  the  reft  to  leave  his" 
territories  ^  (M) ;  the  other,  that  the  emperor  Heradius  ra- 
tified 

*  Epift.  Patric.  C^sar.  ad  regem  Sifebutum,  in  biblioth.  fanfL 
•cclef,  Tolet.  ^  Ferriras,  Hilloria  Hifpana,  P.  iii. 

fca.  7.       ~        •  Vasjei  Chron.  ^  Hiftoria  Hifpana, 

J.vi.  c.  3.  *  Paul.  ^mil.  *dc  Gefl.  Franc,  in  Da- 

gob.  f.  p.  21,  ^  IsiD.  Hift.  Goth. 

( M)  Wc  have  ftated  this  mat-    Mariana  (9),  always  a  moft  cle- 
t^r  in  the  text  as  it  is  related  by    gant,  and,  generally  fpeaking, 

•     •  (^J  JiiftQfia  SfffiHa,lih»YUtfZ*  *  ' 

a  care- 
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tified  this  treaty^  and  gave  up  all  the  country  he  poflcfled  in 
Spain,  along  the  coafl  of  the  Mediterranean,  refermg  only 
jilgarve,  as  it  is  now  called.  Upon  the  executioQ  of  this. 
tt€2Ltj,  it  is  believed  that  king  Sifebut  caufed  the  city  of 
Evora  to  be  fortified,  and  feveral  towers  to  bdereAed  on  his 
frontiers,  for  the  prote^ion  of  his  fubje^^s,  in  cafe  the  im- 
perialifts  fhould  ever  grow  fick  of  being  confined  within  fuch 
narrow  bounds '.  Such  was  the  iflue  of  this  war,  which  A.D.6i6. 
did  honour  to  the  courage,  the  clemency,  and  the  capacity, 
of  this  viftorious  monarch,  who  in  fo  fiiort  a  time  atchieved 
a  conqueft  fo  important. 

His  accomplilhing  one  great  defign  was,  with  this  ^^naipmrt- 
and  able  prince,  only  the  firil  flep  to  another ;  for  the  inha-  tf  Mauri« 
bitants  of  the  oppofite  coaft  of  Africa  commitdng  frequent  tania  call'- 
piracies  upon  thofe  who  were  now  become"  his  fubjeAs,  be  ^/Tingi- 
brought  the  whole  naval  force  of  his  kingdom  round  to  that  ^^^  ^^ 
fide ;  and,  as  the  mod  effeflual  method  of  putting  an  end  f^p^  V 
to  thefe  diforders,  he  embarked  the  beft  part  of  his  army  ^*'^^™•^ 
that  had  fubdued  the  imperialifis,  and,  making  a  defceij^t  in 
Mauritania,  reduced  Tangier,  Ceiita,  and  all  the  adjacent 
diftriA,  into  which  he  put  firong  garrifons,  and  fo  freed  hi^ 
people  at  once  and  for  ever  from  the  dangers  they  were  e^-. 
pofed  to  on  that  fide"*.    This  was  the  laft  great  aftlon  o£^  0  gjg^ 
his  life,  except  that  which  fome  would  ^erfttade  us  brought 
upon  him  the  judgment  of  a  fudden  death ",  the  reader  wil^ 
judge  with  what  probability.     The  bifiiop  of  Barcelona  i^T' 
mitted  a  play  to  be  afled  in  his  church,  in  which  were  intro- 

'  Epill.  Palric.  Cjesar,  &c.  Rbsend.  Antiquit.  Lufitaniie. 
^  Alfons.  a  Carthag.  reg.  Hifpan.  Anacephalxofis.,  Rodbr. 
Samti  I  Epiil.  Falenc.         »  Epifl.  R^g.  Sifebut. 

a  careful  and  impartial  hifto-  founded  :  tl^at  king  Sifibut  was 
rian ;  yet  here  he  feems  to  be  fo  far  from  being^  inflttencecl 
miftaken,  and  to  have  been  either  by  the  perfiiafion  or  the 
governed  by  thofe  probabilities  condo^  of  that  eniperoc,  as 
which  we  have  reprefented  in.  Mariana  and  ddi^  hiftoriaps 
their  utmoft  ftrength  in  the  up.  upon. his  credit  have  fappofed, 
per  part  of  the  page.  But  a  that  in  reality  he  puoliihed 
xnoft  jadiciousi  learned,  and  no-  thef<^  edi&  agaii^ft  the  Ji*ws 
Die  Sfaaijb  critic,  has  very  very  early  in  his  reign,  and  be- 
clearly  and  candidly  fliewn,.  fore  hehad  any  correfpondenct . 
that  the  iqipotation  upon  the  wi^  tbc  Qoujt  of  Confiantitipfli 
•mperOT  Heraclius  is  no  better  (i)« 
^an  a  popular  ftory,  very  ill 

^  c  4.  dnccd 
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duced  certain  ^uperftitioas  ceremonies  of  the  pAgan  religion. 
EufcbiuSy  metropolitan  of  Tarragona^  to  whom  that  bidiop 
\vas  a  fuffragan,  gave  an  account  of  this  procefeding  to  the 
king,  who  immediately  wrote  him  a  letter,  which  is  Hill  pre- 
ferved,  direfting  him  to  depofe  that  prelate,  and  to  confecrate 
A,D.620.  another  ia  hisftead,  which  was  accordingly  done®.  In  this 
it  is  pretended  that  the  king  exceeded  the  bounds  of  his  aii-^ 
thority ;  but  thofe  who  fay  fo  plainly  beg  the  queftion,  lince 
the  metropolitan's  application  to  that  monarch  is  fuch  a 
proof  of  the  fupremacy  of  the  kings  of  Spain  in  thofe  times, 
as  will  never  beoverthrown  by  the  furmife  of  the  king's  days 
being  cut  fliort  on  that  account ;  which  is  fo  much  the  more 
impertinent,  as  the  biftiop  was  depofed  before  Eafter  one 
year,  and  the  king  did  not  die  till  the  fpring  of  the  next, 
which  was  the  year  of  our  Lord  fix  hundred  twenty-one'. 
Recca-  The  nobility  amongfl;  the  Goths y  believing  it  incumbent 

rpd  II.      upon  them  to  ihew  how  true  a  fenfe  they  had  of  the  merit 
fucceeds^     of  their  late  fovereign,  fet  his  fon,  though  a  minor,  upon  the 
and  enjoys  throne ;  and  he  was  accordingly  declared  king,  by  the  name 
the  regal    ^f  Reccared  the  Second  'i.    He  was  endowed  with  many  good 
tgm  >  a    qy^ijjjgs  .  ^^^  refembled  his  father  fo  much  in  the  whole 
mmthu      ^"'^^  ^^  ^^  difpofition,  that  the  nation  unanimouHy  approved 
the  fctting  the  crown  ftpon  his  head,  and  promifed  themfdves 
the  grcateft  felicity  under  his  reign  ;   but  the  rejoicings  for 
his  acceflion  were  hardly  over,  before  a  general  fenfe  of  forr 
row  was  awakened  by  his  lofs,  which  happened  when  he 
had  held  the  fceptre  fome  fay  three,  and   fome  fay  four, 
A.D.62I.  mouths  ^  We  are  not  told  where,  or  of  what  diftempcr,  he 
died  ;  but,  it  feems,  he  was  no  fooner  dead,  than  the  eyes  of 
.  the  Vlftgoihs  were  turned  upon  prince  Su'intila ;  which  is  not 

at  all  wonderful,  if  he  really  was,  what  Mariana  and  other 
hiitorians  affirm  him  to  be,  the  fon  of  Heccarcd  the  catholic, 
by  bis  queen  Bada  * ;  which,  however,  Ferreras  very  much 
doubts  ^,  becaufe  the  antienc  hiHorians,  who  could  not  be  ig- 
norant of  the  faft  if  it  was  fo,  are  neverthclefs  filent  upon 
this  fubje{5l  u.  However  that  matter  might  be,  SutHtlla  had 
perfoaal  merit  enough  to  engage  the  attention  of  his  country- 
men, whofe  forces  he  had  conamanded  in  feveral  expeditions, 
and  had  thereby  eftabliflied  a  reputation  both  of  being  ati  • 
able  and  a  fuccefsful  general.  '      ' 

^  Mariana,  Hiftoria  Hifpana,  1.  vi.  c.3.  p  Ferreras, 

Hifl.  Hifpana,  P.  iii.  fc6l.  7.  ^  Ism.  racens.  '  Isid. 

Hid.  Goth,    RoDERid  Santii  Epifc.  Palent.  *  Alfons 

a  Carthag.  Reg.  Hifpan.  Anacephalseofis.  t  Hiiloria  Hif- 

piiia^  ?, iii.  fed.  7.  »  Isxd.  Paccns. 


SuiNTiLA  began  his  reign  by  taking  certsiin  mBaftane^Sointilsi 
which  were  univerially  acceptable  to  his  owafubje^;  {oxisfioMed 
he  direAed  ,that  the  laws  fhould  be  ftri^ly  j)ut  in  esDecutioOy^ff  '^^ 
without  refpefl:  of  pcrfons,  and  thatprqper  care  fiioukl  be^^^^f'   .. 
taken  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  :  that,  on  the  one  hand,  fiicb  '^^^if^l 
as  were  guilty  of  bad  aAiions,  from  the  malignancy  afi  their  ^Tv^  ^ 
hearts,  might  not  efcape  with  impunity ;  and  that  noms  mig^^*^  * 
be  tempted  by  neceffity  to  trefpafs  on  the  laws,  on  the  other. 
By  a  fteady  attention  to  thefb  points,  the  domefiic  tranqpil* 
}ity  of  his  people  was  fecured,  which  however  was  quiddy 
troubled  from  abroad  by  a  formidable  irimption  of  the  Cafi, 
€onSy  whQ  fpread   terror  and   devaftation  where-ever  they       ^ 
qime  ^.     The  !king  had  no  fooner  inteUigence  of  this,  than  A.D.62K* 
he  difpatched  orders  to  the  gorernors^  of  the  adyacene  pro- 
Tinces  to  aflemble  what  forces  they  could,  and  to  fecure  the 
paHages  behind  thefe  barbarous  invaders,  who,  finding  themr 
fclves  for  fome  time  unoppofed,  continued  to  advance,  an4 
tO'live  every-where  at  di£:retion  ^.     But  it  was  not  long  be- 
fore king  Suintila  appeared  in  perfon  at  the  bead  of  a  num&-  ^^ 
rous  and  well-difciplined  army ;  upon  wbkb  the  Gq/cons 
began  a  precipitate  retreat;  but  finding  it  impolTible  to  re- 
pafs  the  mountains,  and  perceiving  themfelves  environed  on 
all  hands,  they  fent  deputies  to  the  royal  camp,  to  implcare 
the  king's  compaiSon,  on  any  terms  that  he  ihoiild  be  pleafed 
to  prefcribe  }^«     Suintila  gave  thefe  deputies  a  favourable  re- 
ception ;  and  liaving  obliged  the  Cajcons  to  reftore  all  the/ 
had  taken,  and  to  build  a  ftrong  fortrels  to  prevent  their  fu- 
ture incurfions,  he  fuffeied  them  to  return  home  fafely,  with 
a  gratuity  for  their  labour.     The  name  of  this  place  was  OK-  A.D.622J 
gitOy  but  modern  writers  are  by  no  means  agreed  by  what 
name  it  is  diftinguifhed  at  prefent  ^*     Some  think  that  it  is 
the  city  of  Olite\  once  the  capital  of  the  kingdom  of  Na^ 
varre  ;  others  imagine  it  to  be  Fontkrabia  **,  on  the  frontiers 
of  France  2iud  Spain ;  and  others  will  have  it  the  city  of 
VaUadolid^.    We  mention   their  feveral  opinions,   becaufe 
where  the  natives  of  a  country,  in  cafes  of  this  nature,  dif- 
agree,  \\  would  by  no  means  become  us  to  decide.  Where-ever 
it  was,  the  king^s  clemency  and  prudence  fuflSciently  appear- 
ed, in  making  To  juft  a  ufe  of  his  fuperiority  to  convert  a 
prefeoit  cal^ity  into,  a  mbans  of  preventing  any  thing  of  the 

^  Luc.Tudcns.  .    *  Isid.  Hill  Goth.  f  Lvfi^ 

Tudens.  >  FEaRBRAs,  Hift.  Hifpana,  P.  tii.  fe^t.  7. 

»  Luc  Tudens.  '^•Mariai^a,  J  MAYiRiHr'*TuR.- 
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like  nature  from  falHng  out  in  times  to  come'.    This  expe« 

^ition  over^  he  returned  to  Tt^do  in  triumph,  his  fubjefts 

being  alike  rejoiced  at  the  iignal  advantages  his  courage  and 

,    conduft  had  gained,  and  the  juA  and  moderate  ufe  he  made 

of  them. 

ne  SuiNTiLA,  defirous  of  atcbieving  all  that  was  Aill  necef- 

Greeks^  fary  to  make  his  fovereignty  independent  and  illuftrious,  con- 

impinal'   Qj^y^  ^  defign  of  driving  the  imperialUls  out  of  that  little 

hd^Ten   ^^^^  ^^^^  *^y  ^'^  poffeffed  about  cape  St.  Vincent  ^  His 

^^  ^r       army  was  more  than  fufficient  for  that  purpofe;  and  therefore 

Spain.      h^  tnade  but  little  doubt  of  carrying  this  country  in  one  or 

two  campaigns.    If  it  be  true,  which  Mariana  fuggefbs^  that 

the  emperor  HeracUus  was  fo  imprudent  as  to  divide  the  go* 

iremment  of  this  litde  territory,  and  to  appoiht  two  patri* 

cians,  contrary  to  the  cuftom  of  his  predecdibrs,  which  gave 

the  king  of  the  Vijigaths  an  opportunity  of  raiCng  jeaiouiies 

between  them,  it  is  no  wonder  that  he  thought  the  con- 

que^  eafy  ^ ;  butit  feems  more  probable,  that  there  was  but 

A»D.62S*  ^°^  patrician  who  ventured*  to  give  the  king  batde'when  he 

entered  this  country,  and  had  the  misfortune  to  fall  in  the 

engagement ;  upon  which  another  afliimed  the  title  and  ad- 

minillration,  tiU  fuch  time  a^  the  court  of  Conftantinople 

thought  proper  to  fend  a  new  governor,  together  with  the 

neceflary  lupplies  %.    But  the  affairs  of  HeracUus  were  at  this 

time  in  fuch  conf uiion,  and  he  found  himfelf  fb  hard  prefled 

at  hoihcy  thatjbe  was  content  to  name  a  governor,  and  leave 

hkn  at  liberty  to  aft  according  to  the  fituation  of  things  at 

his  arrival.     StdntUa  pu(hed  his  conqueil  with  fuch  vivacity, 

that  the  ne^  patrician  faw  little  or  no  hopes  of  preferving 

that  country  to  his  mafter:  he  collefted,  however,  what 

forces  were  flill  left,  and,  with  a  courage,  infpired  by  defpair> 

difpofed  all  things  foe  an  obflinate  reflflance  ^.    The  king, 

unwilling  to  ei^pofe  an  army,  that  had  already  done  him  fo 

much  fervice,  to  the  lofs  that  mud  have  ennied  from  van- 

qui(hing  men  who  had  fcarce  any  thing  to  lofe  but  their  lives, 

and  who  would  therefore  be  fure  to  fell  them  dear,  infinu- 

ated  to  the  patrician,  that  though  he  looked  upon  his  con- 

queft  as  fecure,  yet  he  was  unwilling  to  d^fboy  fo  many 

brave  men,  who  might  be  ufeful  to  their  country,  and  to 

themfeives  elfewbere ;  and  that  therefore,  if  they  would  trai^- 

port  themfeives  but  of  Spain^  he  would  gratify  himfelf,  his 

*  Fekreras,  Hift.  Hifpana,  P.  lii.  fc£l.  6.  «  I«id. 

liift.  Goth.    Fabdeg.  inChron.    Atmon.       '  ^  Hiftoria  Je 

Hifpana,  1.  vi.  0.4.            %  Igio,  Hill.  Goth.  *  FrbdbcI 
.  ift  Chron.    Aimok. 
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officers,  and  even  his  foldiersi  in  fuch  a  manner/  that  they 
(hould  have  no  reafon  to  coniplain^  This  prdpofition^  be- 
ing known,  dlfcouraged  the  tlroops  of  the  enemy  to  fuch'  a 
^gree;  that  the  patrician  found  his  dofing  with  the  king'^ '  « 

offers  was  not  only  the  wifeft,  but  the  fingle  meafure  which 
vas  left  for  hinl  to  take ;  fo  that  the  evacuation  of  the  coun* 
tryivas  fettlM  by  a  kind  of  convention,  and  SuintHa,  as  he  A.p.62A^ 
bad  promifed;  made  the  patrician  and  all  his  dependents' aii 
ample  compenfation  foi'  what  they  left  behind,  cfteeming 
it  a  cheap  purchafe,  fince,  upon  their  departure,  he  became 
fole  monarch  of  all  Spain,  an  honour  which  none  of  the 
kings  of  the-Fi/T^oMj  had  hitherto  reached  ^  *     ^ 

The  reputation  acquired  by  this  conqueft  facilitated  the  -K«^«j: 
only  great  point  Suintila  had  now  in  view,  which  was,  pro-  /^'^wtk* 
curing  the  confent  of  the  nobinty  for  aflbciating  his  fon  Jti-  ^*f  f^*>*^ 
cimer  in  the  government,  which  included  a  tacit  deAion  %ffo  '^. 
upon  his  father's  dtoife*';  a  thing,  however  difiicult  in  its  ciate^s'' 
nature,  that  he  obtained  with  fo  much  cafe,  as  proved  the  Aj^^S^'m. 
means  of  rendering  it  altogether  ineffeftual  (N) :  for  fuch  is  tila  ^. 
the  unhappy  difpofition  of  fome  minds,  that,'  though  p^zl  comes  a 
-unto  every  difficulty  and  danger*,  th6y  are  cafily  feduced  by  tynut* 
profperity.     As  foon  as  this  was  done,  as  if,  the  reward  of 
his  virtues  being  attained,  they  were  (Jf  nb  farther  ufe,  Suin" 
tila  almofl  at  once  threw  off"  the  charader  of  a  gradous 
prince,  to  put  on  that  of  an  oppreffivfc  tyrant «».     Seduced    - 
by  the  evil  counfels  of  his  queen,  and  his  brother  G^WAin,  he  j^D^^iS, 
grew  haughty,  voluptuous,  and  avaricious,  treated  the  nobi* 
Ety  with' contempt,  exercifed  the  moft  unjuftifiable  ails  of 

'  IsiD.  Hid.  Goth. .  ^  Frbdeo.  in  Chroti;     Aimov. 

J  IsiD.  Hid  Gc^th.  f  Mariana,  Mayernb  Turovbt, 

Ferrer  AS.  .    -        / 

(N)  With  this  great  event,  whether  that  be  fo  or  not,  we 

the  learned  and  pfoas  Jjidore^  have  good  reaibn  to  condude, 

metropolitan  of   Ss^jtlUy   con-  that  it  proceeded  from  this  dif* 

eludes  his  hillory  of  the  Goths^  pofition  in  their  favour,  he  de- 

thougH  h^  did  noc  intirely  fiRifh  dined   recording  what  pailed 

and  aij2;ef(  it  in  writing  till  the  from  the  time  of  this  event, 

year  after  (2).    It  is  very  ap-  fince  he  noVonly  furvived  more 

parent,  that  he  had  a  tender  than  ten  years,  but  preilded  al* 

regard,  as  well  as  a  profound  fo  in  the  fourth  council  of  To* 

yelped,  for  king  Suintil^  an4  hdo^  and  was  pbliged  to  take  a 

his. family,  to  whom  fome  think  ihare  in  many  other  public  af- 

that  he  was'  nearly  related;  fairs  during  that  fpace  (3)« 

(»)  Okrat  ebrtnobgfcat  fg  Mf^pin  dt  Mfftdejar,  /•  1^0^  (3)  Ctf«.  ffj/fs 

/•  -'*    •  • .    .  cruelty 


'An  infur 
riShn 
agcunft 
htfUt  in 


'OFIidtyol)  a]!  who  teftified  their  diflike  of  his  progeedings; 
aDd.  levied  fu^h  prpdigiqu^  taxes^  as  dlffuf^d  univerfal  po- 
vicrtf  and  difcoateat  through  all  tbq  provinces  under  his  do- 
mtnioa.  This  ia  a  ihort  time  difpo&d  every  thing  for  that 
revolutioa  which  afterwards  happened ;  fbr  a  prince,  who 
h43.0QC9  loft  the  hearts  of  his  fubj€ds»-is  in  the  power  of 
^,  every  acddeat,  and  the  murmurs  of  the  conlfnons  naturally. 

iofpire  the  graod^s  with  thoughts  of  turning  thea\  to  their 
owa  advaatage,  more  efpeciaUy  in  elcdli^c  monarchieSi  where 
the  voice  of  the  people  conveys  or  confirms  a  tide  °, 

The  provinces  belonging  to  the  Viftgoths  in  Gaul  wore, 
then  governed  by  Sifenand^   a  perfoA  of  great  diftinftion,. 
at^  one  who,  with  confider^ble  talents,  had  an  ambition  that 
"^hauenci  ^^^P^*^  ^  bounds.      He  was  quickly  informed  of  that. 
If 'which   ^^^2iog  change  wUch  had  happened  in  the  behaviour  and 
he  is  di'     temper  of  the  lu$tg  his  mafler,  which  put  him  upon  forming 
iotr^ues:  that  might  condud  him  fafely  to  the  throne''.     He 
had  various  correfpondences  in  Spain ;  but  the  knovvlege  lila 
friends  had  of  the  martial  difpofition  and  great  military  ta- 
lents of  Suintildf  ma.de  them  unwilling  to  hazard  a  revolt, 
unlefe  they  could  be  fecure*  of  fome  fupport.    In  ordec 
t30  procure  this,  Sifenand  applied  himfelf  to  Dcgobert^  king 
oi  France f  a  prince  who,  amongft  other  foibles,  was  ftrangcly 
delighted  with  a  glaring  and  prepofterous  magnificence,  ta 
whom  he  promifed  a  fountain  of  folid  gold,  and  exqniiitely 
wrought,  of  the  weight  of  fifty  pounds,  which  Jetius  thq 
Roman  general  had  prefented  to  Torifmond^  king  of  the  Viji^ 
goths,  as  a  monument  of  gratitude  for  that  fervice  which  h^ 
had  rendered  the  Roman  empire  ^  (O).     Dagobert  liftened  to' 
his  rec[ueft ;  and,  having  ordered  the  troops  he  had  in  Bur- 
gundy y  under  the  command  of  Abondantius,  to  join  thofe 


£9tti 


fo/cd, 


^  TavlvsJEmilivs.    Isid.  Pacens. 
Chron.  p  Aimon, 


Fredec.  ii\ 


(O)  This  foantain,  or  bafbn 
of  gold,  for  it  is  not  very  clear 
which  it  was,  was  the  Tprefenc 
of  that  celebrated  RoTnan  gene, 
ral  Jetius,  to  Tarifmondy  king  of 
the  Vijigothi^  upon  the  fignal 
andd^cilive  viflory  gained  by 
their  afliftance,  and  with  the 
lofs  of  that  monarch's  father, 
over  the  famous  Attila  and  his 


Bum^  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Met%y  Anno  Domini  45X  (4)  ;  fo 
that  it  had  been  above  a  hun- 
dred and  fevency  years  pre- 
ferved  among  the  treafures  of 
the  Goths f  and,  ^xclufive  of  its 
intrinfxc  valae,  was  looked  up- 
on as  a  mafter-piece  in  point  o^ 
workmanfhip^ 


(hat 


€.  ir    '  ibe  V^gfkbs  in  Spain.  ^i^ 

that  were  already  about  Tioulou/e,  under  Venerand^  -he  dit 
rented  them  to  affift  ^Sifenand  in  his  irruption  into  Spain  i*  A.D.63i; 
SuintUa  had  early  intelligence  of  this  revoh;  and,  having 
put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  his  army,  he  arrived  within  a  few 
^ajrs  march  of  Saragoffk,  about  the  time  that  Sifinand  took 
pofleflion  of  the  place.  The  next  morning,  when  he  was 
Aboat  to  make  the  neceflary  difpofitions  for  a  general  engage-  <t 

meat,  he  was  furprifed  to,  hear  Sifenand  proclaimed  king  of 
-the  Vifigoths  in  his  own  camp^  with  the  unanimous  accl^a- 
tions  of  his  foidiers/  and  that  nobody  was  more  aAive  therein 
than  his  brother  Ceilan  \  He  was  convinced  that  refiflance 
was  vain  ;  and  therefore,  giving  his  crown  for  loft,  he  with- 
drew as  privately  as  poiIible9  in  order  to  fave  his  life.  Si^ 
fenaiid  arrived  in  a  few  hours  in  the  camp,  where  he  was 
joyfully  received  ;  and,  having  regaled  Ahondantius  and  Vfi^ 
rterand  with  fplendid  and  coftly  prefents,  they  rcpafled  the 
Pyrenees  with  their  forces,  at  the  fame  time  that  he  profe- 
cuted  his  march  to  Toledo^  where  he  made  his  entry  in  a  kind 
of  triumph,  and  was  publickly  proclaimed  king,  to  the  ge- 
neral fatlsfadlion  of  the  whole  nation  *• 

SisENAND  was  fcarce  feated  on  the  throne,  before  Dago-  Sifenand 
bert  &ni  Amalgarus  and  Venerand,  as  his  ambafGii^ors,  to  raifedt9 
compliment  him  upon  his  acceffion,  and  to  put  him  in  mind  the  throne 
of  the  gold  fountain '.  '  The  king  received  them  with  all  pof-  h*^  ^f- 
fible  marks  of  honour,  and  gave  orders  that  the  fountgin-^^^'  ^f 
ihould  be  delivered  to  them,  agreeable  to  his  promife;  but  pi  ,    . 
thi  Goths ^  who  faw  this  with  inexpreflible  regret,  furprifed  ^  p  g  * 
them  in  their  pailage  home,  and  recovered  this  monument  of    *   *  ^  , 
the' courage  and  generofity  of  their  anceftorsu.     Dagobert 
was  not  flow  in  complainii^,  and  demanding  fatisfaAion  from 
Sifenand^  who  told  them,  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  deliver 
them  the  fountain  a  fecond   time;   but  if  king  Dagobert. 
wcruld  be  content  with  the  value  of  it  in  money,  he  would 
difcharge  the  obligation  he  vtas  under  with  the  greatcfk  punc- 
tuality ;  and,  this  offer  being  accepted,  the  money  was  paid  v. 
While  this  affair  was  upon  the  carpet,  it  created  fome  mur- 
muring, as  is  natural,  amongft  a  free  people,  when  they  con- 
ceive the  public  welfare  facrificed  to  the  particular  interefls 
of  the  prince ;  arid  this  afforded  Geilan  a  frefh  opportunity 
<A'  difcovering  the  bafenefs  of  his  difpofition,  by  endeavouring 
to  raife  «n  infurreftion  againfl  the  prince  whom  he  had 

.    ^  ^aEDCc.'iii  Chron.  '  FvitftBiriis^  Hifteria  deHif- 

pana,  P.  iii.fedl.  7.         *  Frbdec.  in  Chroa.     Aimon.   ;     <  P. 
DamieL,  Hiftoirede  France,  tom«i.  p. 490.  ■  f  acoEO. 

in  Chronic.  ^  P.  Daniel^ 

•    ^  helped 


'414  ^h  HiJI&ry  of  t.  XCp 

helped  to  iet  upon  the  thrane ;  bat  he  was  generally  koown; 

and  as  generally  condemned^  fo  that  his  infinuations  only 

produced  His  own  ruin  ;  for,  being  ftriptof  all  his  employ- 

xnenCs,  and  hb  ellates  confifcated,  he  paiTed  the  remainder 

of  his  life  in  as  low  a  condition  as  his  infamous  bdiaviour 

defef^edi  ecjually  unaffifted  and  unpided  K 

J^ouMcil       Im  the  third  you:  of  his  reign,  Sifendnd  fummoned  the 

ftmmnU  fourth  council  of  Toledo  ^^  in  whidh  IfidorCy  metropolitan  of 

^Toledo,  Seville^  prefidcd,   and  in  which  fixty-nine  prelates  werfe 

ia  confirm   prefent,  cither  by  themfclves  or  by  their  vicars.    In  this 

tbidtpop*  g^j^j  affembly  there  wferc  feventy-five  canons  made,  the  laft 

^^l  ^      of  which  was  very  remarkable,  for  by  it  the  people  were  erf* 

uint.  a.    j^'j^gj  ^Q  ^^^p  ^Yit  faith  they  had  fwom  to  thdr  monarchy 

and  to  defend  his  authority  ^nd  perfon  t6  the  utmoft,  under 
A.D.633.  P^''^  of  excommunication.    It  was  alfo  enaAed,  that,  upon   ' 
the  demife  of  the  king,  the  biftiops  and  great  men  (hould  be 
called  together,  in  order  to  proceed  to  a  ne^  election.     The 
bi(hops  alfo  gave  the  king  a  great  deal  of  good  adviCe,  and 
more  efpecially  defired  that  his  majefly  would  be  pleafed  to 
revife  aU  criminal  fentences  himfeif,  and  not  put  the  partis 
to  death  till  thdr  oijfences  were  thoroughly  proved,  and  the 
nature  of  them  clofely  examined.    In  reference  to  Suintila 
and  his  children,  they  were  declared  incapable  of  any  public 
ofRce,  and  all  their  goods  and  eftates  confifcated,  except  what 
the  king  (hould,  in  his  private  capadty,  be  pleafed  xo  beftow 
upon  them  for  thdr  fubfiftence ;  and  the  traitor  Ceilan  w^ 
put  under  the  like  incapacities ;  fo  that,  notwithftanding  tbt 
lilence  of  ancient  hiftorians,  the  depoling  this  monarch  ap- 
pears to  be  fully  proved  from  public  records.     Perhapis 
the  writers  of  thofe  times  were  unwilling  to  convey  the 
hiftory  of  their  troubles,  and  the  failings  cf  one  who  had 
been  formerly  fo  good  a  prince,  to  pofterity ;  ndther  is  it  at 
all  impoflible  that  perfonal  gratitude  for  favours  recdved 
might  in  fome  meafure  impofe  this  filence,  which  however 
cannot  fumifh  any  argument  againft  what  is  preserved  in  the 
regiilers  of  the  council,  where  it  is  very  likdy  fome  concurred 
in  doing  what  they  had  no  indinarions  fucceeding  times  fhould 
learn,  in  any  other  manner  than  as  it  is  expcdfed  in  the  ca- 
non* (P). 

|We 

"  PBaaBAAl?  T  Cone.  torn.  vj>.  1700.    Card.  d'A- 

•viARB,  torn.  ii.  p.  477.        *  Condi.  1*olet.  IV.  Canoa.  nit. 

(P)  In  this  fourth  cowicii  of    made  in  relation  to  the  ynjost 
TfiUdfdkttc  were  feveral  canoas    by  which,  on  the  One  hand,  it 

was 


C.  il  the  Tifigoths  in  Spain:  41^ 

We  mj  eafily  conceive,  though  nothing  of  that  kind  can  Oflfer  re- 
appear  in  tlieir  proceedings^  that  thera  muft  have  been  fome  markabU 
diicordaace  in  the  fentiments  of  fo  numerous  an  allembly,  tran/ac- 
confidering  more  efpedally  whaf  important  and  tender  affair^  tiomintbis 
fell  under  their  deliberations.     But  we  fhould  not  have''^^* 
troubled  the  reader  with  any  conjecture  on  this  head,  if  it 
was  not  neceflary  to  give  fome  rational   account  of  two 
firange  fa£^s  that  are  faid  to  have  happened  under  this  fhort 
reign  a.     It  is  reported,  that  one  Gerontius^  a  prieft,  pre- 
faming  on  the  favour  in  which  he  flood  with  this  king,  be- 

*  Mariana,  Hiftoria  de  Hifpana,  1.  vi.  c.  5.     Mayernb 
TwRC^BT.    Ferrer AS^  Hiftoria  de  Hifpana,  P.  iii.  fed.  7. 

was  provided,  that  they  fhould  having  intercoarfe  or  comma- 

not  be  compelled  to  embrace  nication  with  thofe  of  their  old 

the  Chriftian  religion ;  and,  on  religion,  were  to  fufFer  death, 

the  other,  fachas  had  embraced  Jenvs  married  to  Chriftian  wb- 

Chriilianitv  were  not  permitted  men  were  to   be  exhorted  to 

to  quit  then:  religion,  tho*they  embrace  Chriftianity,  and,  if 

had  embraced  it  by  force  (c).  not,  they  were  to  be  feparated 

No  perfon  whatover  was  to  give  from  their  wives ;  and,  in  like  V 

protedion  to  the  Jews  in  any  manner,  Jewifi>  women  from 

thing,  contrary  to  the  interefls  their  huihands  $   the    childrefl 

of  £e  Chriftian  religion,   on  already  born  of  fuch  marriages 

pain  of  excommunication.  Such  to  be  brought  up  Chriftians.   A 

Jews  as,  after  receiving  bap-  Jew  that  apoftatifed  was  hica- 

'  tifm,  apoftatifed,  and  circum-  pable  of  giving  evidence  in  any 

cifedothers,weretobepnni(hed  court.    All  Tim;/ were  rendered 

by  the  biihops  ;  and  thofe  they  incapable  of  holding  any  office 

circumcifed,  if  they  were  chil-  or  poft  of  any  kind.     Who- 

dren,  to  be  taken  from  them ;  ever  permitted  or  affifted  them 

and  to  be  fet  ittit^  if  they  were  to  obtain  either,  was  to  be  ex* 

flaves.     All  the    children  of  communicated;  and  the  Jew^ 

Jrwsy  boys  or'girls,  were  to  be  who  found  any  means  of  eind« 

placed  in  monafteries,  or  under  ing  or  breaking  through  this 

the  care  of  pious  perfons,  in  or-  canon.  Was  to  be  punifhed  with 

.  der  to  their  being  brought  up  in  death.     There  were  feventy- 

the  faith,  and  inftru6ted  in  found  five  canons  made  in  all,  and  It 

morals.  The  Chriftian  children  was  by  the  laft  that  Smntila  and 

of  apoftate  Jews  were  not  to  '  his  children  were  excommuni- 

fufiier   by  the  c«nfifcation    of  cated,  and  rendered  incapable 

their  parents  effeds,  but  to  re-  of  any  preferment,  on  account^ 

ceive  out  of  them  fuch  a  (hare,  as  it  is  exprefly  faid,  of  the  ty- 

as,  by  the  laws,   they  would  rannies  exercifed  by  him  during 

have  had.     Converted  Jews,  )iis  reign  (6J. 

(^)  Ceneih  iv.  ToUtam,  can^  lvii.<— lav?*  {i)  CeBtih  tm%  r,p.  1704^ 

Cwicih  Hi/j^M,  tmn,  ii.  ^.  477. 

haved 


^ 


^6  .     .^-HfMiM'n/     -J        ,B.XI3^- 

bavod  .towards  Jtiftus^  metropolitan  of  Toledo^  \vith  inde- 
cency, and  even  with  !iafoIeDce,   y^hlch   the  good  prelate 
bore  for  a  long  time,  with  patience,  till  on  a  fudaen  the  prieft 
^  loft  jiis  fenfes,  and  continued  in  a  ftate  of  idiocy  till' his 

death,  which  in  thofe  days  was  regarded  as  a  judgment  l>. 
The  other  event,  ftill  more  tragical,  regards  the  fame  ine- 
'A.D.636.  tropolitan  of  Toledo^  who,  if  Mariana  \Vas  rightly  informed, 
for  he  has  not  acquainted  us  with  his  authority,  was  an  au- 
Ilere  morofe  man,  and  fo  generally  difagreeable  to  his  clergy, 
that  they  made  bold  to  ftrangle  him  in  his  bed.     Such.tranf- 
aflions  miift  be  referred  to  the  faftious  difturbance^  of  the 
times,  and  the  ftory  of  the  firft  diipnte  ought  to  bfe  regarded 
as  a  key  to  the  fecond  ^,    King  Sifenand  did  not  long  for- 
Vive,  and,  for  aught  that  appears,  died  a  natural  death,  in 
the  month  of  March,  and  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  fiK  hun- 
dred thirty-fix,  when  he  had  rtigned  fomfewhat  more  than 
Jive  years  **. 
Chintlla        Upon^  his  demife,  there  happened  fomc  difputes  which 
hicomes      retarded  the  elcftion  of  hisfucceflor  ;  however,  in  the  en- 
9ionarebof{xxing  months,  Chintlla  was  raifed  to  the  throne,  who  began 
«// Spain,  \{y^  reign  by  calling  a  coundl  at  ^oledoy  for  regulating  affairs 
.J    ^  '^  church  and  ftate.     Re  was  prcfent  himfelf  at  the  opening 
•r'l^d  ^^  ^  ^'**  aflcmbly,  and  recommended  to  them  the  taking  pro-  ^ 
A  D  6^6  '  ^^  meafures  for-  quieting  tlie  minds  of.^hc  people,  defiripg. 
'-alfothatfet  times  of  fafting  and  humiliation  ftiould  be  ap- 

•  pointed,  in  opdcr  to  obtain.  ;hc  blelGng  of  God  on  his  per- 
son and  government*.     This  council  did  not  fit  long,  and 

•  made  bnt  eight  canons,  all  of  which,  except  the  firft,   re- 
\fpe&^  the  civil  government.     They  declared,  that  who- 

.  everrwas  wanting  in  loyalty  and  duty  to  the  king,  fhould  be 

excommunicated  :  that  whoever,  without  requiCtc  talents  for 

.government,  or  being  defcended  of  the  illuftrious.  blood  of 

.  the  CQthSy  ihould  afpire  to  the  crown,  fhould  4ncur  the  fame 

•  penalty  :  that  all  fuch  pcrfons  as,  during  the  life  of  the  king, 
i-ihouM  inquire  after  the  time  of  his  deceafe,   or  (hould  pray 

for  it,  in  hopes  of  fuccccding  him,  ftiould  be  likewife  excom- 
municated :  tliat  thofc  fliould  incur  the  fame  penalty  who 
curfcd  the  king,  or  praclifed  witchcraft  agaiuft  him  :  ^hat 
thofe  on  whom  the  king  bcftowed  recompenccs  of  any  kiqd, 
^  for  tlieir  good  and  faithful  fcrvices,  flioiTld  enjoy,  them  peace- 
■  ably,  as  an  encottragemeat  to  pthers  to  behave  io  the  lijce 

**  I-LDEFONs  de  Script,  in  Praefat.  ^  Ftidoria  Hifpasa, 

1.  vi.  cap.5.     Vas^.i  Chron.  **  IsiD.  Pacens.     Julian. 

•'Chron.  *         *  Cone,  tom.-r.  p.  1735.    Cohc.  Hifp.  torn.  ii« 
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manner: 
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maimer :  that»  in  all  enfuing  cpmicUs,  the  canonf  mad«  in 
the  preceding  council  of  ToUdq^  for  fupporting  the  refpe^ 
due  to  the  royal  authority,  ihould  be  read,  that 'none  might 
pretend  ignorance  of  them :  and,  laftly,  that  the  king  might 
-aiitjgate  or  remit  whatever  featences  were  paflcd  upon  cri- 
minalSy  if  he  thought  proper.  Thefe  laws  will  ferve  to  ffwc 
lis  a  juft  idea  of  the  goyemment  of  the  Vifigtahs^  whieh 
"Was  for  from  being  arbitrary.  On  the  firft  of  July^  in 
the  firft  year  of  his  reign,  the  king  publifhed  an  edift, 
directing  the  public  days  of  humiliation  to  be  ftriflly  ob- 
ferved,  and  for  enforcing  the  other  decrees  made  by  tlie 
council  \ 

The  moft  remarkable  tranfaAioa  in  this  prince's  rjsign  The  'whole 
was' the  expulfioa  of  the  Jews  out  of  his  dominions,  in  vir-  nation  of 
tue  of  an  edift,  by  which  he  declared,  that  his  fubjcfts  and  tbe]tw% 
foldicrs  (hould  be  all  of  them  Chriflians  ;    but  whether  the  ^xpelud 
Jews  gave  any  particular  caufe  for  this  feverity,  or  whetl^er  ^'f  ^^^' 
irarpfe  only  from  the  general  odium  they  lay  under,  and  the**?"'^^ 
defire  the  king  had  to  render  himfelf  popular  by  treating  V^'  ,  g 
them  in  this  manner,  is  uncertain  ^.     In  the  iixth  council  of    *    *  ^  ' 
7V^<^>  which  met  not  long  after  they  were  driven  out  ,  be 
received  the  compliments  of  that  aflembly  upon  this  fubjeft, 
and  laws  were  made  to  fupport  what  he  had  done.  In  this,  as 
in  the  former  council,  many  points,  relating  purely  to  civil 
government,  were  fettled  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  there  re- 
•inaino  no  doubt  of  great  ariimofities  and  heart-burnings  that 
ftlli  fiibfifted  amongft  the  people,  and  which  induced  an  fip* 
preheafion  that  every  future  vacancy  of  the  throne  would  be 
co^fidered  as  a  kind  of  diflblution  of  the  government,  againfit 
which  they  provided  2^1  the  remedies  that  human  prudence 
cou'd  dictate  (QJ.    At  the  glofe  of  the  aiTembly,  they  re- 
turned 


f  Vas/ei  Chron.         «  P.  Mabillon  Anale£b. 
tora.  V.  p.  1740.     Cone.  Hifp.  torn.  ii.  p.  512. 


Conc« 


(  QJ  ^y  ^^^  ^^'**^  canon  of 
this  iixth  council  of  Toledo^  the 
•prelates,  and  other  members  of 
that  venerabte  airembly,  not 
only  approved,  and  rendered' 
thanks  CO  the  king  for  what  he 
had  done  againft  the  Jrws,  but 
Ixkewife  ena6lcd,  with  his  con- 
font,  and  that  of  the  nobles  (a 


clear  proof  that  thefe  aflcmbliea 
were  really  parliamcntb),  that 
no  monarch  thereafter  cledied 
fliould  enter  upon  the  functions 
of  the  regal  office,  before  h* 
promifed,  under  pain  of  excom* 
munication,  to  adhere  inviolably* 
to  the  laws  made  againft  that 
nation  (7;,    They  provided,  in 


(T)  Cone,  torn,  V,  p^  1740/   Ctnc,  Hifp,  hm.  fi.|»,  5x2, 
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tQfned  the  king  thanks  for  his  mild  dnd  juft  admiBiftntrion; 
ttCOnuneoded  Mm  to  the  divine  ptote^tion,  and  made  touts 

for 


this  ftfletnbly,  thdt  perfbiis  ac 
eufed  of  capital  cfimes  ihoald 
not  be  condemoed  till  they  were 
beard  face  to  face  with  their  ac- 
cufets  j  and,  for  want  of  legal 
evidence,  the  party  accufed  to 
be  acquitted,  except  the  matter 
charged  upon  him  touched  the 

'  king's  life.  Snch  as  defgted  to 
the  enemies  of  the  kingdom, 
and  endeavoured  to  ftir  up  war 
againd  their  country^  were  to  be 
excommunicated .  Such  as  broke 
their  alleeiance,  and  afterwards 
fell  into  the  king's  power,  were 
to  be  Ihut  up  in  a  monaftery  for 
life,  if  they  made  it  their  choice, 
Sn  fome  meafore  equivalent  to 
their  claiming  the  benefit  of  the 
clergy  with  us.  The  highefl 
refpe£l  and  veneration  was  to 
be  paid  to  the  nobility  having 
places  at  court*  and  about  the 
king*s  perfon,  fo  long  as  they 
behaved  with  juftice,  modera- 
tion, and  beneficence,  to  their 
inferiors.  Whatever  rewards 
in  lands,  or  otherwife,  the  king 
ihould^  bellow  on  his  faithful 
fubje£ls,  they  were  to  ^enjoy  ; 
and  fuch  as  entered  into  con* 
fpiracies  were  to  forfeit  all  they 
had,  even  though  their  treafons 
fhould  not  be  difcovered  till  af- 
ter the  death  of  their  king.  In 
confideration  of  the  benefits  con- 
ferred by  king  Chintt/a  upon 
his  fubjeds,  the  greateft  refpe£l; 
ihould  be  preferved  towards  his 
children,  and  care  taken  to  de- 
fend  them  in  their  perfbns  and 
in  their  properties,  there  being 
nothing,  fays  this  canon,  more 
equitable,  than  that  the  fame  re- 
gard fhould  be  (hewn  by  the  na* 

,  rion  to  the  pofterity  of  kings, 
that  chofe  kings,  *  while  upon 


the  throde,  maikifeAed  for  the 
nation.  If  any,  polTeilied  either 
of  an  ecclefiaftical  or  fecufar 
dignity,  fhould  enter  into  any 
intrigues  during  the  life- time  of 
the  king,  in  order  to  fecure  the 
eledion  of  fome  other  perfon 
upon  his  demife,  he  was  ex- 
commnnicated.When  the  throne 
was  vacant,none  ihould  tyranni- 
cally ufurp  ity  bttt  wait  the  de* 
cifion  of  a  free  ele£kion ;  and 
none  fhould  be  capable  of  being 
elected  who  had  taken  a  reli- 
gious habit,  and  fuffered  his 
nead  to  be  (haved,  or  who  had 
been  (haved  by  force,  or  who 
ihould  defcend  from  flaves  or 
ilrangets ;  but  the  perfon  fo 
eleded  fhould  be  one  defcended 
from  the  illufbioui  blood  of  the 
Goihjf  and  endowed  with  pru- 
dence, and  the  neceffary  talents 
of  government  Whoever  (hould 
infringe  this  decree,  incurred 
thereby  the  penalty  of  excom- 
munication. All  thatwas  there- 
fore done  for  the  fecurity  of  the 
life  and  augufl  perfon  of  the 
kings  of  ther(/^0M/,was  herel^ 
confirmed  ;  and  the  cenfure  of 
excommunication  pronounced^ 
in  the  prefence  of  God,  his  an- 
gels and  faints,  of  the  church, 
and  of  all  the  faithful,  again  ft 
all  who  fhould  attempt  the  King^s 
life,  endeavour  to  dethrone,  or 
afTemble  troops  to  make  war 
againft  him.  If  any  prince  be 
flain,his  focceflbr  fhould  avenge 
his  death,  as  he  would  do  that 
of  his  father^in  which  he  fhould 
have  the  affiflance  of  all  the  no. 
bilicy,  and  of  perfons  of  every 
rank,  who  would  not  be  held 
and  reputed  infamous  by  the 
whole  nation.    Thefe   canons 

fixed 
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fer  hb'long'Ufe  and  proipericy^  H^contioued  to  govet^ 
mth  the  lame  fptrlt  of  moderation  and  equity  during  the 
Ihort  remainder  of  his  life,  and  deceafed  in  the  beginning  of 
the  year  fix  hundred  and  forty,  univerfally  regretted  by  his 
fabjefts,  who  enjoyed  uninterrupted  peace  at  .home  and 
abroad  during  the  time  that  he  fat  upon  the  throne  ^. 

The  great  reverence  that  was  borne  to  the  memory  of  the  His/on 
deceafed  king,  en^ged  the  nobility,  in  compliance  with  the  Taiga 
unanimous' voice  of  the  people,  to  raife  his  fon  Tu/ga  to  the^^'5^'» 
throne.    Though  he  was  very  young,  he  inherited  from  his  ^!^  "  '"^'I^ 
father  his  piety  and  his  charity,  v/iSi  many  other  virtues  '  ;-^ . 
bm  the  tendernefs  of  his  age,  and  want  of  experience,  ener-  v'q  , 
vafed  his  authority ,  infomiich  that  many,  defpifing  his  youth,     *    *  ^  * 
or  prefuffling  coo  much  upon  his  indulgence  and  good-nature, 
took  fuch  liberties  as  were  inccmMent  with  the  refpedb  due 
to  government ;  and  as  bad  examples  are  naturally  conta- 
gious, fo  in  a  little  time  the  whole  kingdom  was  full  of  dif- 
orders,  notwithftanding  the  young  monarch  was  remai'kably 
ffee  from  vices,  and  had  no  other  failing  than  that  want  oE 
firmnefs  and  fieadineis  which  was  incident  to  a  good-natured 
youth  "*.    The  principal  nobility,  confideriog  this,  and  bekig  ^ 

perfuaded  that  thefe  dangerous  mifchiefs  would  continue  to 
increafe  while  Tu/ga  remained  upon  the  throne,  and  might 
prove  the  ruin  of  the  nation  before  he  acquired  the  talents 
neceflary  to  correft  them,  concluded,  that,  for  the  prelerva- 
tion  of  the  ftate,  he  ought  to  be  depofed.  Having  di« 
gefted  this  icheme  in  their  minds,  they  call  their  eyes  upon 
ChimUfmnthOj  a  perfon  of  great  quality,  much  advanced  in 
years,  but  who  poffefled,  as  they  conceived,  in  a  very  high 
degree,  the  virtues  requifite  to  form  a  great  prince,  as  well 
as  to  put  an  end  to  thofe  diforders  that  otherwife  threatened 
an  extinftlon  of  their  monarchy  ■.  Thefe  are  the  fpecious 
reafons  aifigned  by  fome  hiftorians  in  fupport  of  a  proceed- 
ing that;  otherwife  is  far  from  having  a  fair  afpeft,  and  upon 
>  their  credit  they  muft  reft.     Chindafuintho,  old  as  he  was^ 

*  Concil.  Tolet.  vi.  Can.  iii.  ^  Isid.  Pacens.       ^  Ma- 

«iA»A,  HiHoria  Hifpana,  1.  v.  cap.  8.     MAVEitME  Tur.<^£T. 
FERRcaAs,  Hiftqria  de  Hifpana,  P.  ill.  fed.  7.  «  Fre- 

»KO.  inChron.  «>  Luc  Tudcnf. 

* 

£xed  the  coaftitation3,and  were    as  their  monarchy  in  tkat  coan* 
regarded  as  the  magna  charta    try  fubfilled  (8). 
x>l  the  Viftgotbi  in  Sfum^  fo  long 

(8)  Ifidar^  PtffMi.     Fnd^i.  in  Chrm,    Luc.  TuJenu    R»dtric,  Te/tf.  Frnfm 
Chron* 

D  d  z  made 


L 


420  TbtHifttfryof  B.  XI»- 

made  oo  difficulty  of  accepting  the  propofid  ;  and,  ynxh,  ^he 
afliftaoce  of  his  party,  execated  it  with  very  little  trouble^ 
caufing  the  yoong  king  to  be  conduAed  to  a  moaafbery^  and 
to  have  his  head  ftiaved,  which,  as  the  reador  has  £seA   by 
tbeir  laws,  prevented  its  beii^  ever  covered  again  with   a 
crown  «. 
Chinda-        Chindasuintho  was  declared  king  in  the  montfa  of 
faintbo     May  fix  hundred  forty-two  ^  :  but  was  very  far  from  eOr 
wudntium  jOying  peaceably  that  dignity  which  he  had  rather  feized  by 
iy/orcibtj  iorc^  than  attained  in  a  legal  manner.     A  civil  war  enfued» 
tuJi  t9  t^saxd  revolts  happened  in  ahnoft  all  parts  of  the  kiagdom^. 
<ro.wti  pf  2^^  Chindafuintho  fiiUy  jnftifed  the  fenttments  of  thofe  wfe> 
^"^^      placed  him  on  the  throne ;  he  very  quickly  ndfed  an  amy^ 
mad  purfued  thofe  who  difputed  his  authority  with  foch  vi- 
gour»  that,  before  the  government  was  tolerably  fettled,  two 
hundred  perfons  of  quality,  and  five  hundred  of  meaner 
rank,  loft  their  lives ;  at  length,  however,  he  carried  his 
point,  and  obliged  all  the  inhsibitants  of  S^bi  to  own  and 
refpeA  him  as  their  fovere^  '.     About  this  time  there  ar- 
rived in  Spain  a  young  adventurer  from   the  eaft,  whofe 
A.D  64.C  ^^^^^^  ^"^^  Ardahaftoy  who  was  gracioufly  received,   and 
kindly  entertained,  by  the  king  of  the  Vijigotbs^  rifi&g  at 
length  fo  high  in  his  favour,  that  he  gave  him  in  marri^^ 
hts  couiin  german*.     We  are  not  told  by  the  old  hiftorians^ 
who  mention  this  drcumftance,  who  tins  young  gentleman 
•was,  whofe  pofterity  afterwards  afcended  the. throne;  but 
fome  of  the  ableft  judges  of  Spanijb  hifkxry  have  rendered 
it  highly  probable,  that  be  was  the  fon  of  MhanagUde^  the 
grandfou  of  HerfnenigUde^  and  the  great  grandim  of  Le^ 
«  wgiUc  ^    Whoever  he  was,  he  became  equally  the  favourite 
of  the  king  and  of  the  people,  and  contributed  not  a  little 
•  to  difpofe  the  public  to  a  more  favourable  cooftruction  of 
Chimiitjainiho's  condnd^,  who,   fetdng  afide  the  manner  in 
.  which  he  acquired  the  diadem,  was  very  little  inferior  in 
virtue  or  in  abilities  to  any  who  had  worn  it  before  him  "^^ 
J  (ouftcil       In  the  fixth  year  of  his  reign  he  held  a  council  at  Tokdo  \ 
fl/Toledo,  ill  which  feveral  canons  were  made,  the  lirft  of  which  was 
iKihicbfJ'  irt  fupport  of  the  king's  authority,  and  for  punidiing,  by 
titi'the      excommunication  for  life,  and  forfeiture  of  goods,  fuchas 
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(ho»ld  priKnire  arms  or  aiSftance  from  abroad,  in  fupport  ofceafiitu' 
th«ir  rebellion;  and,  if  they  were  pricfts,  they  were  to  be '«"»» '« 
degraded.  The  king's  adminiftration  from  this  time  was'^''^^ 
Very  peaceable,  and  nolefs  honourable;  for,  after  the  (tvt-^^J^^^^* 
rities  to  which  he  was  obliged  by  the  civil  war,  he  did  not 
difcover  any  thing  harfti  in  his  difpofition,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, (beWed  as  much  mildnefs  as  it  was  poflible  for  him  to 
do  without  relaxing  too  much ;  fo  that  by  degrees  he  be- 
came refpeAed  and  beloved  by  all  ranks  of  people :  as  a 
proof  of  which,  in  the  feventh  year  of  his  reign,  the  nobi- 
lity onanimotfly  c^nfented  that  his  fon  Rece/uintho  fliould 
ftiare  with  him,  in  order  to  leflen  the  weight  of  the  r^al 
authority  *.  This  expedient  had  not  hitherto  been  very 
fortunate  to  the  monarchs  who  had  brought  it  to  bear  ;  but 
the  old  king  confidering  that  his  Ton  was  of  a  jfit  age  to 
afcend  the  throne,  and  that  it  would  be  difficult  for  him  td 
be  fafe.as  a  private  man,  upon  mature  deliberation,  de- 
manded and  obtained  this  a6b  of  complaifance  from  the  no- 
bles ;  in  confeqaence  of  which  Recefttintho  was  placed  with 
bis  father  on  the  throne  ^,  January  the  2 2d,  649  ;  and  from 
that  time  took  upon  him,  in  a  great  nleafure,  the  admini- 
ftration  of  the  government  '. 

The  old  king,  worn  out  with  age  and  infirmities,  was  de-^^f^'igf 
firous  of  paffing  his  laft  days  in  peace,  and  wijtb  a  reafonable'*'''^  '^*''* 
degree  of  Idfure.     He  was  a  great  ftatefaian,  underftood  the  ^^Hf^^» 
x:onftitution  of  the  Viftgaths  perfeftly,  and  took  pains  to  rc-^^^^f 
Aore  and  preferve  its  vigour  *.     He  was,  the  times  in  which  H^^^, 
he  lived  confidered,  a  man  of  .letters,  and  fo  great  a  ^^^^^ ^ nifiratiQn* 
learning  and  learned  men,  that  he  fcnt  one  Tajus^  or  TaJQn, 
bifhop  of  Saragojfa,  to  RoviCy  on  purpofe  lo  bring  from 
thence  certain  works  of  pope  Gregory  the  great,  which  as 
,  yet  had  not  been  fent  into  Spain  ^.     He  was  no  lefs  remark- 
able for  his  piety,   according  to  the  noition  of  thoie  times ; 
aad  is  reported  to  have  built  the  magnificent  monaAery  of 
St.  RomanuSy  now  called  the  monaftery  of  Omifga^  between     645.. 
iToro  and  Tordefxlias^  not  far  from  the  river  Duero^  where  he 
defired  that  his  own  and  his  queen's  corpfe  might  be  laid,  as 
it  is  believed  they  were  c.     He  died  with  great  marks  of  fin- 
cere  repentance,  and  after  Jiaving  caufed  veiy  large  fums  to 
be  diftributed  to  the  poor  *>,  OBober  the  firft,  in  the  year  of 

«  IsiD.  PacenC  t  Fbrr.  Hift.  Hifpan.  p.  iii.  fcA.  vii. 

*  IsiD.  Pacenf.  »  Rod.  Tolctan.  lib.  ii.  *>  Jsii>. 

Pacenf.  «  F£R.abifup.  **  Jul.  Tolet.  Fubdeo.  in 
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QUF  Lord  6^1  y  when  be  \7a?  upMrards  of  90  yea^s  of  age* 

and  in  the  1 1  th  year  of  his  reign  (R). 

Recefuin-      We  have  thrown  together  all  that  regar€lcd  Chindajuinthc^ 

t\^  finds  a  tijat  we  might  not  perplex  the  relation  of  what  was  atchieved 

•^.^'^  ^     by   Recefuinthoy   as  well  in  the  lifettiaie  of  his  father  a» 

thT^^   afterwards.     It  is  believed,  upon  good  foundation,  that,  a 

-^.little  before  his  aflTqpiation  in  the  throne,  he  married  his  coo 


accfJp^ 


ion. 


fprt  Riciffcrgue  {S)y   and  was  much  afliAcd  in  compafling 

that 


(R)  Afnorg  all  the  monarchy 

of  the  Vijigotbst   Chindafuintho 
appeared  ^o  be  moft  thoroughly 
vcrfcd  in  the  fcience  of  go- 
vernment, and  to  have  govern- 
ed by  true  maxims  of  policy, 
inftead  of  foliouing  the  dic- 
tates of  his  paffions.  fie  gave  a 
Ibong  inftance  of  this  in  the 
cafe   of  TbeodifeliSf   who   had 
been  advanced  to  (he  metropo- 
litan fee  ixi  Srvilie^  and  who, 
not    fatisEed     with    fpreading 
dangeit>us  and  heretical  opi- 
nions, endeavoured  to  givf.a 
iandion  to  the  errors  he  taught, 
by  pretending   that  he  found 
them  in  the  writings  of  St,  Jfi' 
dore,  his  predecefTor ;  of  which 
the  king  being  informed^  he 
caii'ed  him  immediately  to  be 
deprived,    and    even    obliged 
him  to  quit    his   dominions ; 
iipon  which  he  went  over  into 
Africa^  where,  after  he  had  di- 
flurbed  the  minds  of  many  peo- 
ple with  his  notions,  he  em- 
braced, or   pretended   to.  ein- 
brace,  the  Mobammedpi  fuper- 
(lition*;  which  fully  jttfUfied  the 
king's   conduA  towards    hifn, 
and  (hewed 'that  he  was  not 
worfe  treated  than  he  deferved 

(9)- 

(S)  Some  of  the  moft  cele- 
brated Spenijh  hillorians  have 
pofitively  arferted,  that  ^ueen 


Ricibirj^u9  wai  the  coolbrc  «f 

king  Cbinda/uinth^ ;  and  this  ia 
grounded  upon  her  epitaph* 
written  by  Eugtnius  metropoli- 
tan of  Tohdot  a  man  of  leari|- 
ing  and  piety,  and  fo  diiinter- 
efted  that  he  fled  from  his  refi- 
dence,  and  took  fan^ary,,  in 
order  to  avoid  the  mitre,  which 
nevenhelefs, at  the king*<coin«- 
mand,  he  was  conftrained  to 
accept  ( I ) .  His  ivorks  in  verie 
^nd  profe  were  publi(bed  by  F^* 
ther  Sirmondf  and  this  epitaph 
ampngft  the  reft  ;  the  fubftan^p 
of  which,  however,  flicws  fur- 
£cient]y  the  miftake  ;  for  there- 
in it  is  faid  that  (he  died  at 
foniew  hat  more  than  22  years  of 
age,  after  having  beei^  married 
feven.  It  is  uot  eafy  to  con- 
ceivCf  that  fo  wife  a  ittonarcb 
as  Cbif/da/utntbo  would  iparry  at 
fpurfcore  and  three  a  young  lady 
of  (ixteen ;  but  it  is  not  at  aU 
improbable  of  the  fon.  On  con- 
fulting,  however,  the  man^- 
fcript  of  this  prelate's  woirks,  in 
the  library  of  the  church  of 
Toledo,  the  name  of  Rec^Jmhtbut 
is  found  inftead  of  CbifuUMk' 
tbuu  which  appeared  in  aU  tl^e 
printed  copies  (2).  This  prin* 
cefs,  who,  as  far  as  we  can 
judge,  was  the  only  wife  of 
king  Retefidntbnst  died  iboa 
after  the  holding  of  the  fiift 


f9)  tuf.  Tudenf.  (t)  lUtfinJ,  4§  Scrifi,  EccUf, 

it il'l&r..  f,  iii. /f/7.  vii. 
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ihat  poinds  by  her  reladoas  «•  But,  notwithftandiiig  all  this, 
there  were  not  a  few  malecontents  who  were  exceedingly  dlf- 
pleafed  with  this  meaTure^^  and  inclined  to  pull  Recefuintho 
down  before  he  was  well  feated  on  the  throne.    The  want  of 
t  free  ejeflion  was  given  out»  with  many  other  pretences,  by 
fuch  as  were  deiiroas  of  dethroning  him ;  bat  the  truth  of 
the  matter  was,  that  the  principal  perfon^  of  the  fadion, 
who  honoured  his  father  with  the  crown,  took  it  extremely 
iU  chat  they  were  difappoiuted  in  their  views,  and  all  their 
hopes  cut  ihort,  by  this  alTociation ;  whereas,  with  them, 
the  chkf  motive  to  the  king's  exaltation  was  his  sreat  age, 
which  gave  them  a  probability  of  furviving  and  lucceeding 
him  in  thdr  turns/.     It  does  not  however  appear,  that  they 
decbred  openly  at  the  time  of  the  eleAion, '  but  waited  for  a 
more  proper  conjunAure,  when  the  difpofition  of  the  com- 
mon people  in  the  more  diflant  provinces  fhould  be  known ; 
for,  having  been  treated  with  feverity  in  the  beginning  of  the 
^Id  king's  reign,  it  was  prefumed  that  they  would  not  be 
unlverfally  pleafed  with  this  meafure  <.     Time  made  it  ap- 
pear they  were  in  their  coojeAures  not  at  all  miAaken. 

Amongst  thefe  malcontents  ^re  was  one  Fr^'a,  ^manThuHpnu 
cf  great  quality  among  the  Coths^  who  was  himfelf  rich  and  intern  nw 
powerful,  and  had  many  relations  and  friends  **•    He  was  ^'^'*«»  (* 
the  firft  who  took  up  arms,  and,  for  the  better  fupportof  his  ^^'T^^ 
party,  l^e  employed  his  money  among  the  Cafcons  to  rmfc  an  ^f'^fy»". 
army.    Thefe  people,  who  had  been  frighted  into  futeiif-  ^^^ 
fion  by  Suintila,  were  very  glad  of  this  opportunity  to  find    '^^ 
their  vray  once  more  into  Spain  >•  As  foon  as  they  had  pafled 
the  Pyrenees  under  his  command,  they  began  to  Aiew  then: 
old  difpofition,  defolating  the  country  with  fire  and  fword, 
ruining  edifices  of  all  kinds,  churches  and  monafteries  not 
excepted,  and  deftroying  without  mercy  perfons  of  all  ratfks, 
(exes,  and  ages.     In  the  midll  of  thd;-  career,  Recefidntbo  fell 
upon  them  with  a  fmall  but  well-difciplined  army ;  and  tho* 
the  viAory  was  not  gained  without  a  confider^ble  lois,  yet 

•  Fer.  ubi  Tap.  ^  Mar.  Hlftv  Hifpan.  1.  vi.  cap.  viii. 

Mayb^ne  TuRquET,  Fer.  ubi  fup.  •  Isio.Pacenf. 

i^  Epid.  Tajon  adQairicum,  apad  Mabillon.        ^  Ism.Pac. 

coancil  of  Tokd»  in  his  reign,  ward  with    hopes   of  fuccef* 

without  leaving  any  ifiuc ;   fo  fion,  as  well  as  the  inheritancQ 

that  the  brothers  of  the  king  of  his  private  fortune  (3). 
flatter^  Aemfelves  thencefor- 

(3)  Luc.  Tudtnf.  R^.  Toitt,  Vaf^i  Chrwism. 
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file  king  pdrfued  it  with  luch  vigotrr,  that  the  rebels  w«-e  in-* 
tirely  defeated  ^.    Fr^d  flc*  with  a  fmaH  party,  and  tfid 
Cafcons  fufFered  fo  much,  that  they  repaid  the  Pyrenees^  and 
thought  themfelves  happy  in  regaining  their  own  country. 
0ut,  notwithftanding  this  blow,  many  cities  and  provitK«« 
difcovered  viflble  figns  of  difcpntent,  and  made  preparations 
for  their  own  defence,  in  cafe  the  new  king  fiiould  endea'^ 
vour  to  reduce  them  with  his  viftorious  army  ^     But  thofe 
^ho  were  not  frighted  with  the  terror  <A  his  arm«,  he  re- 
duced by  his  clemency ;  for  having  declared  that  he  was  wilP- 
ihg,  and  even  defirous,  to  redrdfs  grievances,  and  to  grant 
whatever  could  be  juftiy  expcfted,  they  confented,  upon  his 
publifhing  a  general  amnefty,  to  fubmit,  and  to  acknowtege 
him  for  their  fo^ereign  (T).     But  what  became  of  Frcja  does 
not  appear  from  the  Spanijh  hiftory  «. 
KecefaiB-      Things  were  in  this  fituation  when  the  old  king  died, 
tjio  tri'     ^^  Rece/uinthQ^  than  whom  no  prince  was  more  putiftual  ia 
umpbs       the  performance  of  bis  promifes,  fummoned  a  council  at  To-^ 
^190' bis     Udo^  in  order  to  fettle  the  affairs  of  th^  kingdom,  which  wot 

*  FbH.  abi  fop,        ^  IsiD.  Paccnf.        ^  Feii.itbi  flip. 

Ct')  The  dries  and  diftrt^  as    recei^    hird    meafure  f 

in  ^ftnin  that  gave  (helter  to  the  and  thai,  for  the  future,  arbi* 

jiebeb,  without  taking  dp  ai  ms  trators  (hbold  l>e  appoioted  to 

themfeivet,' made  iko  fcrnple  of  mediate  between  the  king  and 

declaring  what  chey  called  their  the  fubjedt  upon  any  profecu- 

^rievaneeB.  Some  afl'erted,  that  don   by  the  crown  (4},     This 

th  y  were  To  heavily  taxed, that,  gave  fiich  iatisf^ftion,  that,  the 

with  all  their  labour  and  induf'  citic's    ana  diftd6ts  fubmitting 

try,  tliey  could  fcarce  procure  a  immediately,   the  rebels,   th^l 

fubfilleh/ce     Some  alleged,  that  had  tafeen  ihclter  amongft  them, 

the  pnvifoges  and  immunities  were  left  wholly  to  the  king's 

granted  them  by  former  kings|  mercy,  which,  at  the  &me  time 

as  a  reward  for  their  fervices,  it  wa^  out  of  his  power  to  ex- 

]^ad  been  taken  away  npon  fri  -  tend  without  the  confent  of  the 

volous  pretences ;  others,  that  Hates,  the  precifion  with  which 

they  had  beenfine4  and^iunrfh-  the  king  performed  every  tittle 

.    ed  by  an  augmentatujn  of  taxes,  of  this  agreement,  and  his  pro- 

withotat  aoy  juft  caufe.     King  curi:  g  the  pardon  of  the  rebels 

Jtecfjuntbo  allured   them,   that  by  hib  intcrceffion,  gained  him 

all  impoftc  (hould  be  leiiened  ;  the  hearts  of  his  fubjedls,  who 

that  iheir  ^Dtient  rights  ill ould  ackndwleged  themfelves  obliged 

be  rcftorcd ;    that   fatisfaAion  to  him,  and  him  only,  for  all 

ihould  be  made  to  all  who  had  the  benefits  that  they  received 

been  injured,  or  had  (0  much  (5). 

« 

(4)  IJi'l  Paanf.  (0  ConciL  Ti^Ut,  vlii.  %/ui«.  Cfcrwi.  FriJer.  m 

I  -      '    '     '     7k  ppeocd 
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opened  on  the  1 7th  of  Dtcember  653 ,  at  whfeh  affiled  a  mtil-  /«f fflr^Vj  ^ 
ntttde  of  prelates,  and  all  the  chief  {>erfoiM  of  the  kingdom.  «^^>  ^^ 
The  kiag  opened  tlris  aflembly  of  the  ftateg  by  a  ftiort  fpeech,  ^j''  ^^^ 
amcei?ed  only  in  general  tenns,  and  referring  himfelf  for  y  ^w*^^* 
fiu-ther  particoltrs  to  a  memorial  ^hich  he  left  with  them  in'^^^* 
vriting  ".    This  pap6r  contained,  firft,  a  confeffion  of  the 
catholic  faith ;  next,  the  opinion  of  the  aflembly  was  de- 
manded in  refpedt  to  diofe  who  had  mken  up  arms  againft 
the  crown  and  the  flate,  on  account  of  the  oath  ^vhich  the 
whole  nation  had  entered  Into  for  eKclnditig  fuch  ofTenders 
from  all  hopes <rf  pardon;  which,  however,  the  king,  in  the 
prefent  cafe,  was  ^^ii^  to  relax.    In  the  third  place,  he  de- 
fired  that  where  thb  fubje6ts  complained,  with  refpe^t  and 
decency  of  the  foverdgn,  that  arbitrators  might  be  appointed 
by  law  to  decide  equally  between  them.    He  recommended  it 
to  the  nobility  to  concur  m  judgment  with  the  prelates,  and  ^ 
to  esiecute  pnnfhially  the  canons  that  (houtd  be.made,  Laft- 
ly,  he  defired  to  know  their  fentiments  with  refpeft  to  the 
Jrws^  who,  after  baptifm,   had  apoftatized.     This  auguft 
aflembly  not  only  fettled  thefe,  but  feveral  other  points  of 
▼ery  high  importances,  to  tlie  intiric  fatisfa^ion  of  the  kiqg 
and  of  his  fubjefts ;  and  their  canons,  which  were  twelve  in  - 
number,  were  figned  not  only  by  the  biQiops  (ind  abbots,  but 
by  the  great  men  who  were  prefcnt  o  (17).    The  day  after  the 

council 

"  Concil.  torn.  vi.  p.  394.    Cencll,  Hifpan.  tora.ii,  p.  $58. 
^  CoBC»  viii.  Tolet.  can.  alt. 

(U)  MarHtma^  by  a  (light  mif-  terefts,  b  not  perpetually  bind* 
take,  places  this  council  in  iVi».  ing  ;  and  that  nocwichftanding 
wimber  inilead  of  Dfcember  ;  the  pail  laws  againft  ftrch  as 
Which  we  remark,  to  prevent  took  up  arms,  yet,  for  the 
this  dlfierence  citeating  a  fufjpt-  fafety  and  welfare  of  The  Kate, 
cion  of  our  negligence  (  6  ),  the  penalties  inilifled  by  them 
Orbtuitu,  metropolitan  of  Af«-  may  be,  and  ate  by  this  canon, 
riJa^  pre£ded  in  thit  aflembly,  remitted.  By  the  tenth  canon 
sn  which  wereprdent  fifcy-«two  it  is  declared,  that,  for  the  fa- 
prelates,  and  the  flower  of  the  tore,  the  king  (hall  be  ele^led  m 
Gothic  nobtltty,  mere  efpeciaUy  the  place  wheit;  his  predeceilbr 
fuch  as  had  great  employments  dies  by  the  bifhops  and  great 
at  court  {7).  By  the  fecond  lords  of  the  court.  The  king  ' 
canon  of  this  council  it  is  de-  fliall  protedl  the  catholic  faith , 
dared,  that  the  oath  which  doet  and  fliali  be  afltdnous  in  pre* 
sot  reeard  the  fervice  of  God,  venting  all  dangers  that  might 
but  r^edU  only  temporal  in-  arifc  trom  the  wickednefs  of 

r$^  HiJI.  di  EfpoM^  /.  vi.  <4t/.  X,  3(h  (7}  Cmc.  tern;  vL  f,  394.  C  ic. 

the 
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Hit  reign 

mofi  h9' 
nonrabh 
for  him- 
filf,  and 
happy  for 
bisfub" 


oooedl  feptratedt  the  king  pobliflied  an  edtf^^gronaded  npoo 
their  adnce»  by  which  he  declared,  that  whatever  eftates  or 
effeAs  were  acquired  by  monarchs  after  their  acceffion  to  ths 
throDe,  {hould  be  annexed  to  the  crown,  and  belong  to  their 
fncceflbrs ;  but  that,  with  refpeft  to.  their  private  fortunes, 
they  ibould  defcend  to  their  children  ^.  In  this  edi6b  he  fin> 
ther  declared,  that  whereas  he  was  in  poflei&on  of  his  father 
Cbindqfuintho's  eftates,  he  was  ready  to  make  iatisfafHoo  in 
the  moft  ample  manner  to  any  who  could  make  due  proof  of 
their  having  been  opprefl<;d  or  injured  by  that  prince  'i. 

The  reign  of  Reeefuintho^  from  this  time,  was  perfefUy 
cahn  and  undiftnrbed  >*.  His  fubjeAs,  in  general,  bq^  to 
uoderftand  and  be  perfectly  fetiflbleof  their hapinnefsinliv- 
ing  under  a  prince  who  made  that  much  more  his  ftady  than 
his  own  K  The  clergy,  and  with  good  reafon,  were  wholly 
devoted  to  his  fervice,  and,  in  points  of  the  higheft  coafo- 
^uence,  had  reconrfe  to  his  aathoriry,  without  applying 
diemfdves  to  the  biihop  of  Rmiu '  (W).     The  Jews^  who 

were 


P  Fiaa. 
Tolct.  !•  ii. 


9  Vas/bi  Chron. 
*  Fer.  ubi  fup. 


'  Lvc.  Tud. 


Rod. 


the  7«t'/,  bat  (hall  keep  within 
the  bounds  of  moderation,  tak- 
ing at  the  Ijune  time  all  due 
emre  of  the  covemspent.  The 
new  king  ih2l  fucceed  to  what- 
ever his  predeceflbr  held  in 
.right  of  hit  dignity ;  but  he 
fhall  not  be  folemnly  crowned 
till  he  has  fworn  to  comply 
with  this  decree.  By  the  i  |th, 
they  declare,  that  whoever  of- 
fends againft  thedecifionof  any 
council,  Audi  ftand  excomroant- 
'cated  ipfofaSo  \  and  by  the  1 2th 
it  is  decreed,  that,  with  refpeA 
to  the  Jenps^  the  canons  made 
in  the  council  of  ToUio^  held 
by  king  Sifenimd,  (hall  be  ftriaiy 
put  in  force.  After  this  fol- 
lows the  ttfual  condufion,  in^ 
which  the  prelates  return  thanks 
to  God  and  the  king.  We  have 
inentioned  the   nature  of  the 


fubfcription  in  the  text;  and, 
on  the  whole,  there  can  be  no- 
thing clearer  than  that  this  was 
an  auembly  of  the  great  men,  a 
general  council  or  n^eeting  of 
tne  eftates  of  the  kingdom, 
which  was  the  peculiar  chars* 
deriflic  of  die  Gothic  policy,  of 
which  the  reader  can  never  too 
often  b^  piit  in  mind,  as.  it  is 
the  bails  oJF  legal  liberty  and 
.conftitotional  freedom  (8). 

(W)  The  inftance  hinted  in 
the  text  was  this.  In  a  IhoK 
time  after,  at  a  council  hek)  at 
Toltdot  the  preiident  OroMfiusj 
metropolitan  of  MeriiUit  prc^' 
fented  his  petition  to  the  king, 
fetdng  forth,  that  thejnriidic- 
tion  of  his  fee  was  very  ^luch 
diminiihed,  and  a  great  num- 
ber of  his  fufirag^ns  taken 
from  hiqi;    defiring   that  the 


(1)  Mtriawa^  M'jirm  3«r|«if«.i9nrrr#i. 
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were  indeed  the  only  people  the  king  vmi  diipoied  to  treat 
with  ftverity;  pacified  him  by  a  memorial,  in  which  they 
qualified  what  was  ililed  thdr  apoftacy,  by  declaring^  in  the 
moft  folemo  manner^  that  it  confifted  not  in  any  unbeliet,  but 
in  a  aaturai  averlion  to  pork ;  defiring  that  the  king  would 
be  pkafed  to  excufe  them  in  that  refpeft,  fmce  it  proceeded 
pot  from  any  repugnancy  of  their  will;  but  from  the  imbecil* 
'  lity  of  their  ftomacbs,  which  would  not  bear  a  food  they  from 
their  infancy  had  been  taught  to  abhor ;  fubmitting  to  be 
burnt  ify  in  ^y  other  refpedk,  they  behaved  otherwile  than  as 
became  good  Chriftians ;  with  which  this  well-difpofed  mon- 
arch (eems  to  have  beep  contented  ''.  Some  corruptions  hav- 
ing crept  into  the  morals  of  the  people,  and  into  the  difci- 
pUoe  of  the  ecclefiaftlcs,  he  corredted  thefe  by  the  advice  of 
two  councils  held, at  Toleda\  for  which  he  was  highly  ap-6$|;t65<i, 
plaiided  by  the  nobility  and  prelates,  who  found  the  good 
effe^s  of  thefe  frequent  ailemblies,  which  brought  the  king- 
dom in  general  into  very  good  order,  and  took  away  many 
^bufes  that  would  have  been  otherwife  fortified  by  prefcrip- 
tion  *'.    ' 

That  happy  fpirit  of  loyalty  and  general  tranquility  that  ^nds 
reigned  throughout  the  kingdom',  induced  the  brethren  znd  piaaahfy^ 
fiunilyof  th^king,  who  was  now  become  a  widower,  to  in^  and  <with' 

'  FuERO  JyzGo,  1.  xii.  tit.  2. 1.  16.  "^  Cone.  torn.  vi. 

p.  4CT.    Cone,  fjifp.   tom.  ii.  p.  573.    Cone.  torn.  vi.   p.  459. 
Card.  D'AcyxRRE,  Cpnc.  Hifp.  torn.  ii..p.  574. 

king  would '  l?e  plegfed  to  exa-  matter  fl^ould  be  carefully  looked 

mine  the  matter,  and  redore  the  into,  and  the  jurifdiflion  of  the 

metropolitan  fee  of  MerUa  to  metropolitan  fee  of  MerUa  re-  , 

Its  antient  ftatc.     The  true  rea-  inverted  in  its  former  rights ; 

/on  of  this  complaint  was,  that  which  was  accordingly  done, 

us  fail  as  the  kings  of  the  Suevi  and  the  king's  condu^  after- 

made    conqueft^   in   Lufiiania^  wards  approved  and  confirmed 

^hej  fubjeded  thp  diocefe,  of  by  a  council  (9).    This  wife 

which  they  became  mailers,  to  and  good  prelate  Orontius  was,    . 

the  metropolitan  o^Braga,  the  it  feems,    intirely  ignorant  of 

chief  city  of  their  o\yn  domi-  the  prerogatives  claimed  by  the 

nions;  and  this  regulation,  tho^  i?0»^;r  pontiffs,  and  thought  it 

the  reafon  ceafed,  had  flill  fub-  fufHcient  to  apply  himfelf  to  his 

£ftdd    dnder  the  kings  of  the  fovereign,  who  aifo  without  the 

Goths ;    but    Rece/uinthof    who  leaft  fcruple,  and  without  the 
Was  both  a  pious  and  an  eqni-    leait  difpute,  did  him  all  the 

table  prince*  dirc&ed  that  this  jufLice  that  he  could  defire  (i). 

(9)  CikH  EmtriiMfe^  etn,  viii,  Ftrr,  Bifl,  Biff,  p,  iii.  feei.  vii,      (i)  Mdr^ 
fyl,  BiJ^na,  Majtrtu  Tm^nttf^  Ftrr* 

3  jGnuate 
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9ut  an2  ^'  fmvLkte  that  this  was  a  proper  time  to dofemethingfor  them; 
minution    imt  the  kiDg,  it  feems,  was  of  a  dilKrent  opicion,  either  from 
9fits        a  perfuaftoD  that  his  relations  wanted  the  proper  talents  for 
l^^O'        government,  or  that  he  was  unwilling  to  difoblige  the  whole 
body  of  the  nobility,  by  depriving  them  of  that  privilege 
which  they  had  moft  at  heart  ».     He  had,  however,  in  the 
midft  of  this  repofe  at  home,  a  melancholy,  and  even  an 
alarming,  profpd^t  abroad;  for  the  Saracens  began  to  ex- 
tend their  conquefts  in  Africa ;  and  count  Gregory ^^ho  was 
governor  of  the  province  of  Carthage^  having  endeavonred 
to  give  a  check  to  this  progrefs  with  the  beft  army  it  was  in 
his  power  to  raife,  was  not  only  defeated,  with  the  lofs  of  a 
great  part  of  his  forces,  but  likewife  fell  himfelf  in  battle  f. 
Some  carry  this  farther,  and  aflert,  that  the  infidels  pufhed 
their  incurfions  as  far  as  Mauritania^  then  in  the  hands  of  the 
G^ths,  which  obliged  king  Recefidntho  to  arm  in  its  defence; 
but  the  beft  writers  are  fiknt  upon  this  fubjeft,  and  therefore 
the  fiift  ought  to  be  concluded  doubtful,  if  not  fialfc  *.    How- 
ever, tiie  king  could  not  be  without  apprehenfions  from  xht 
vicinity  of  fuch  neighbours,  which,  with  the  weight  of  his 
other  affairs,  brought  him  into  a  bad  ftate  of  health ;  in 
hopes  of  recovering  fron^  which,  he  made  a  journey  to  a 
place  called  Gerticos,  in  the  territory  of  Salamanca,  at  thedi* 
ftance  of  forty  leagues  from  Toledo  a,  which  was  his  private 
patrimony,  and  perhaps  the  town  where  he  ivas  bom  ;  and 
there,  his  difteropcr  being  too  hard  for  the  (kill  of  the  phy« 
flcians,  he  died  Stptemher  the  firft,  672,  in  the  24th  year  of 
his  reign,  to  the  great  and  juft  forrow  of  his  fubjefts  **. 
Wamba         As  foon  as  king  Recefiiintho  had  breathed  his  laft,  the  bi^ 
Succeeds  hy  (hops  and  great  lords  of  the  court  afletnbled  ;  and  being  fcn- 
^^L^'iH  "  ^^^^^  ^^^  much  the  nation  might  fufFer  through  the  want  of 
fhV    ^'^^^5»  *f  thatfliould  happen  in  the  fucceflbrof  fo  great  and 
^oths  ^'  tP^^  *  prince,  unanimoufly  caft  their  eyes  upon  Wamba,  a 
^      '     nobleman  wbofe  years,  whofe  virtues,  and  whofe  great  ex* 
pcrience  in  the  moft  arduous  pubHc  employments,  left  them 
nothing  in  that  rcfpeft  to  fear  «.  A  new  difficulty  arofe,  how- 
ever, which  they  had  not  forefeen;  for  he  not  only  laboured  to 
decline  the  honour,  but,  when  he  found  that  this  was  in  vain, 
declared  pofiiivcly,  that  Ke  knew  himfelf  beft,  and  therefore 

would  not  accept  the  crown  ^.     This  threw  the  afleinbly  ia* 

»  < 

*  Mak.  Hift.  Hifpana,  1  vi.  cap.  visi.     Matekke  Tvk<^ 
Fcft.  «bt &p.  y  Isu>.  laoeiiC  *  Roi>.  Toletao. 

»  Luc.  Tndenf.  *  Rod  Tolctan.  Vasjei  Chron.  «  Ma- 
«f  AN.  Hift.  HKpana,  1.  vi.  cap.  xii.  Ma YBime  Tu&q^  Fia.  obi 
fop.        *  Jvi.ia1i.  Hift.  dcWambs  Expedk. 

to 
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to  much  perplexity,  till  o&e  of  the  lords  ladd  his  hand  apotf 
his  fwordy  and,  addreiling  hio^eii  to  Wamba^  told  bim^that, 
ia  their  choice  of  him,  they  were  gBided  by  no  private  mo* 
tivcs^  but  aimed  folely  at  the  public  good ;  that  his  beha- 
viour w&s  of  a  very  difierent  nature,  fiuce  it  (hewed  that  he 
preferred  his  own  quiet,  and  the  pleaiiires  of  an  independent 
life,  to  the  welfare  of  his  country ;  that  he,  who  would  not 
contribote,  as  far  as  in  him  lay,  to  the  preiervation  of  the 
(bite,  was  as  guilty  as  he  who  contrived  its  ruin ;  and  there- 
fore,  if  be  continued  to  prefer  an  indolent  fecurity  to  ^the 
cares  of  a  crown,  which  the  public  intereft,  and  the  legal  caU 
oi  thofe  prefent,  required  him  to  wear,  he  would  facrifice 
hem  upon  the  fpot.  The  menaces  of  this  nobleman,  and 
the  tears  of  all  who  Were  prefent,  overcame  the  conftancy  of 
M^mhoy  who  coniented  to  be  declared  king,  but  dtfired  they 
would  remember  he  never  ibught  it ;  that  it  was  a  dignity 
forced  upon  him,  in  which  his  apibition  had  no  (hare.  He 
iurtlier  defired  that  his  coronation  might  be  refpited,  till  k 
ihould  appear  that  their  choice  was  the  fenfe  of  the  whole 
nation  ^.  On  his  return  to  Toledo^  he  was  folemnly  anointed 
and  crowned  on  the  i9Ch  September  672,  in  the  dkurch  of 
^/.  Peter  and  St,  Paul,  with  the  univerfal  acclamatiops  of  the 
nobility  and  people,  and,  as  many  hidorians  aflert,  with  a 
very  miraculous  inftance  of  the  divine  favour  ^ 

The  Gafcons^  according  to  their  ufual  cuftom,  made  an  Infumc" 
irruption,  under  pretence  that  they  were  too  heavily  taxed  j  tionofthe 
and  their  neighbours,  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  oiAftw  Gafcont 
rias^  made  an  infurreftion  under  the  like  pretence.  The  king  ««<^  Gallic 
was  no  fooner  informed  of  this  than  he  difpofed  every  thing  pr^^<^ 
for  the  immediate  reduftion  of  the  rebels  ;  but  his  army  was 
fcarce  in  motion  before  he  had  intelligence  of  a  more  formid- 
able revolt  %.     ffilderic,  count  of  Mmes,  apprehended  he  had 
a  fair  opportunity  of  rendering  himfelf  independent,  and 
inafter  of  all  the  territories  the  Goths  pofleflcd  in  France  \ 
He  was  confirmed  in  thefe  notions  by  two  of  the  moft  po- 
pular cccle&3i([ic$,  Guirniide  bilhop  of  Maquehne^  and  the  ab- 
bot Ranmir^  by  whofe  affiftance  he  foon  drew  over  the  po- 
pulace, and  found  afterwards  no  great  difficulty  in  corrupt* 
ing  the  troops  *.     But,  m  this  defeftion,  Areges,  biftiop  of 
Nimesy  remained  inflexible,  and  gave  the  confpirators  fo  much 
trouble,  that  they  fent  him  into  France  loaded  with  chains  ; 

and,  that  they  might  not  be  without  a  bifliop,  Ranimir  wa» 

» 

•  Luc.  Tudcnf.  ^  Julian,  Hift.  deWambae  Expedit. 

f  Va5Mi  Chron.        ^  Jyx.  ubi  fup.  '  Luc.Tudenf. 

put 
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pat  in  polTeffion  of  tfaat  fee  ^.  The  king  being  Infenned  tbar* 
tiie  whole  province  was  departed  from  its  duty;  made  <J)oi€e 
of  count  Paid^  an  old  and  experienced  officer,  and  fent  him  ai 
the  head  of  the  beft  part  of  his  troops  agaioft  tbefe  ne^  re- 
bels.   When  this  general  was  advanced  into  the  province.  o£ 
I  Tarragona^  he.conl'alted  with  doke  Rano/inde  and  the  wai^ 
den  HiLlii^i/d,  who  were  iatrufled  with  the  government  therr^ 
whether  it  would  not  be  better  for  him  to  fet  up  for  himietf, 
aud  CO  aifume  the  title  of  king,  as  foon  as  he  was  mafter  of 
Nat  bonne ;  in  which  wicked  defign^  upon  the  promife  of 
great  advantages  and  preferment  for  themfelves,  they  coa- 
finned  him  by  many  arguments,  and  raifed,  to  augment  hSs 
army,  the  whole  foice  of  the  pcomce,  under  colonr  of  the 
kiag's^oi'ders'^  (X). 
Gmrml         ^^  ^^  approach  to  Narbonne^  tho'  be*  kept  his  defiga  a» 
Paul  re'    fecret  as  poiSble,  yirgebaud^  bifhop  of  that  city,  had  f<Mne 
njolis^  and  fufpicion  of  his  intentions,  and  gave  orders  for  (hutting  the 
gndtavgurs  g^ies  againft  him;  but  thefe  orders  were  not  obeyed  ;  and 
tomaki      count  Paiil^  after  he  was  admitted  into  the  place,  repri- 

^  Julian.  Hift.  de  Wambae  Expedit*        '  Lvc.  Todenf. 

(X)  The  reader  will  eafily  tient  S>«fiir/>chroDide,  wfaickia. 

difcern  that  there  is  no  pan  of  ofually  cited  uuder  the  tide  of 

tbishiflory  fo  clearly,  focircum*  Vui/a^  but  in  the  manufcript  is 

flantially,  and   with   (o   much  intitled  Jul/e^  which  is  no  mors 

certainty,  related  as  this,  upon  than  a  cypher,    or  contrafled 

which   we   are  now  entering,  way  of  ^Tidng  Juliana  SanSi 

The  reafon  is,  that  a  complete  Efifiofi  ;  that  is,  the  chronicle 

narrative  of  this  remarkable  re-  dif  the  holy  bifhop  JuHan^  as 

bcliion  was  written  by  the  pre-  the  Romanifts  call  him  ()).  This 

late  mentioned  in  the  laft  note,  chronicle,  which  is  remarkably 

who  is  fometimes  called  in  La-^  correct  in  the  dates,  and  de- 

tin  Julianuiy    fometimes  FonU'  fcands  only  to  the  coronation 

,lusy  who,  ^.  D.  680,  fucceeded  of  king  Egifa^  is  printed  in  the 

t^iricus  in  the  metropolitan  fee  fecond  volume  of  the  iearned 

ot  foMo,  and  whofe  teftimony  cardinal   J^Aguirri%    Councils 

therefore  is,  in  this  refpef^,  be-  held  in  ^fain,    Thefe  circum- 

yond  exception,  as  he  was  per-  ftances  it  is  neceflary  the  reader 

fe£tly  capable  of  treating  this  ihould  know,  that  he  may  nac 

iubjed  as  it  ought  to  be,  and  apprehend  we  have  beAowed 

wrote  of  nothing  but  what  fell  more  care  or  colouring  on  this 

under  his  own  immediate  pb-  than  on  other  parts  of  oar  hi* 

fervation  (2).    He  is  alfo,  with  ftory;  whereas,  in  troth,   the 

>  great  probability,  fnppofed  to  difference  arifes  only  from  our 

be  the  real  author  of  that  an-  having  better  materiab. 

I 

J  (2)  Cmf,  Dm  PiUf  Hifl.  BetUf..  W,  f  i.   f,  49.    Fahr,  BiU.  med.  &  infm. 

1  ^  hASinit,  U  UL,voitiv,  f.^iz,  (3)  Ferr,  Jlift,  HiJ^an.  uki  f^f, 

manded 


•  • 


oMulded  him  for  glviog  them  very  fevcrely  <».  The  tnfhdp  hhm/i// 
fubmttced,  beeaufe  it  was  oot  in  his  power  to  do  otherwife ;  ^»i* 
bat  gave  the  king  privately  the  beft  acoount  that  he  could  of 
all  that  had  happeoed.  Coast  Paul  aAed  with  great  fub  * 
tlety  and  addrefs ;  he  reprefented  Wan^a  as  old,  peevifh, 
cniely  and  altogether  unworthy  the  title  he  aflumed.  He 
pretended  to  be  extremely  afFeOed  at  the  miferies  that  were 
fallen  upon  his  country^  and,  in  a  great  ailembly  of  the  offi* 
ccsrs  and  prindpal  inhabitants,  he  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that 
nothing  could  contribute  fo  much  to  reftore  the  public  tran- 
qiuUity  as  their  making  choice  of  fome  proper  perfon  to  be 
king ;  with  which  he  had  reafon  to  believe  that  count  HiUe" 
ric  would  be  very  well  pleated  ».  Ranofindc  and  Hildigife^ 
by  whofe  advice  he  took  this  ftep,  iafinuated,  in  the  mean 
time,  to  thde  who  were  near  them,  that  Paul  himfelf,  on 
account  of  his  birth,  his  wealth,  and  his  great  military  ex* 
pcrience,  was  the  only  perfon  worthy  of  the  crown ;  upon 
which  they  (aluted  him  king,  and  foon  after  placed  on  his 
bead  a  crown,  which  king  Reccared  the  Catholic  had  dedi- 
cated In  one  of  the  churches  <>.  In  this  ftrange  ele^^ion  HU" 
deric  thought  fit  to  acquiefce ;'  and  the  Franks^  as  their  in- 
tereft  direAed  them,  not  only  fufFered  Paul  to  raife  what  men 
be  pleafed  amongiV  them,  but  promifed  likewife  to  be  his 
faithful  allies,  and  to  furnifh  him  with  auxiliaries  whenever  ' 

he  thought  it  neceflary  ^,  The  inhabitants  of  the  country 
of  Cafahnia  likewife  embraced  his  party ;  upon  which  he 
gave  orders  for  fortifying  feveral  places  that  were  important 
from  their  fituation,  and  to  occupy  the  chief  pailes  of  the 
mountains,  while  he  laboured  to  aflemble  a  regular  army» 
capable  of  (upporting  him  in  his  ufurpation  9  (Y). 

Kino 

n  Julian.  Hilfc.  de  Wambas Expedit.  a  Roo.ToIetan. 

1.  ill.  »  Jul.  obifup,  i"  Luc.Tadenf.  f  Rod« 

Toletan.  1.  ill. 

(Y)  As  coont  Piiv/had,  ^jTom  Ranofinde  ddke  of  Varrag§naf 

the  vety  moment  he  was  in-  and  his  coadjator,  the  founda- 

trafted  with  the  command  of  tion  was  laid  of  Paid%  ufnrpa- 

ike  troopf^lbrined  the  projeft  tion,  who,  befides  the  perfonal 

oC  hk  remt,  fo  he  began  to  ill  qualides  he   attribated   to 

hold  fecretcorrefpondence  with  Wamba,  pretended  that  he  was 

Hildiric  count  of  Nimesy  and,  fet  ap  onlv  by  a  flender  faction, 

by  thefhortneft  aadflownefsof  who,  under  thefhadow  of  an 

bis  marches,  afforded  him  lei*  old  infirm  king,  meant  to  op- 

futv  to  complete  all  that  he  de-  prei's  the  people,  more  efpeci« 

figned.     By  the  defedion  of  ally  thofe  in  the  remoter  pro- 
vinces, 
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Wambt        CiiT«  IFdmtaf  on  tbe  other  hand,  halted  on  tiie  frontier 

reduces      vl  Navarre,  znd,  having  called  a  ooancil  of  his  chief  offir 

Nararre   ^91^^  {gH  bkbre  them  die  accoants  that  he  had  received,  and 

WCa-    <ieiii^Qd£d  their  advice.     This  produced  various  coondls; 

c^onia;    fome  wene for  proceeding  with  tiie  troops;  others  thoagte 

I^T^  ^    it  better  for  the  king  to  return  to  Tobcb,  in  order  to  aflemUe 

pajis  the  ^^^^Y  fuitabie  to  the  danger,  and  to  the  great  force  of  his 

Pyrenees,  ci^^inies  '.    IVambA,  who  was  an  old  general,  had  probably 

taken  his  reiblution  before  he  told  them,  that  when  he  ac« 

cepted  the  crown,  he  refolved  to  aft  as  became  a  ki^g  ;  and 

that  he  conid  not  tfaiak  it  confiftent  with  his  dignity  to  torn 

his  back  to  tratlors ;  that  therefore  he  would  firft  reduce  the 

C^fcms,  and  then  pais  ih^  Pyrenees  '•    At  the  fame  time  he 

gave  orders  that  all  the  forces  in  the  adjacent  provinces  fhould 

fliarch  to  the  pofts  he  afCgned,  and  direfted  his  fleet  to  repair 

to  thecoaftof  ^r^m:/,  inord^  to  wak  the  arrival  of  him^ 

and  his  army.     When  He  had  done  this,  he  entered  iV^tiiirrr, 

kid  the  country  wafte  on  emery  fide,  and  ftruck  fnch  terror 

into  the  inhabitants,  that,  abandoning  all  fort  of  defence, 

they  threw  themfelves  upon  his  clemency  '.    U^amia  told 

them,  that  the  devaftation  he  bad  made  was  the  projier  re- 

foaipence  of  rebellion;  and  that,  fince  they  had  altered 

their  conduA,  tKey  had  nothing  farther  to  fear  from  himr; 

b^K  diat,  fince  they  were  in  arms,  he  woald  take  them  into 

*  LscTttdeaf.        *  Jsri.nbi  fiapra.        *  Luc.  Tude&f. 

vinpe^*    aod    theidby   /eniicb  pega(ed  among  the  vnlgar,  that 

the»(elves  (4).     The  ciown  be  was  a  perfon  of  a  mean  ex- 

that  wsls  fet  upoa  bis  head  h^d  tradUon,  a^d  one  wbo^    from 

been  ^i^red  by  king  Recand  in  holding  the  plough,  was  by  hi^ 

the  church  of  St.  Felix  the  Mar-  party  fet  to  manage  the  helm 

tyr  at  Gjrone^  ftom  whence  it  of  theftate  (c).     All  of  which 

was  fetched  upon  this  laudable  was  potoriouny  falfe,  Iiis  fiiimiiy 

occafion.     As  foon  as  it  en-  being  very  illuftrious,  his  pri- 

circjed  his  brows,  PW  had  the  vatc  fortune- conliderable,  and 

infolence  not  only  to  ufe  tbe  re-  himfelf  employed  an^confided 

^al  Sile  in  all  the  orders  that  he  in  during  «)ie  laft  three  reigns. 

liTaed,  but  even  to  write  with  We  need  aot  wonder,  thefe  cif* 

an  aif  of  faucy  impeninenqe  to  cumftances    conCdered,     that, 

Wamba  himfelf;    a   ftep   that  when  Paul  found    bis  for^ 

thofe  about  him  tiiought  necef-  cruflied,  he  had  fo«UttIe  expec^ 

fary  to  caife  the  fpirits  of  his  tation    of    meeting  with  an/ 

ailoctates,  and  to  coanteoance  ipiercy  (6J. 
the  {lories  they  liod  ^eady  pro* 

(4)  tut.  rndenf.  Rod.  T^/etan,  (5)  y^Itaw.  tfi/i,  di  WmJ^a  Ejepedit. 

Lmc,  rudtnf^  (6;  Roei,  roUun,  Jul,  uii  fy^,  ^€>  Ttuitn/, 

'his 


.C*f.  /£e  Vifigoths /« Spaim  433 

,  his  fervlce.  His  armyy  thus  recruited,  he  obliged  to  obferto 
the  moA  exaA  difcipliaey  and  nuurched  with  fuch  diligence, 
that  he  appeared  before  Barcelona  when  he  was  littla  expcA- 
ed  u.  The  bifhop  of  Giromie  caufed  the  gates  of  that.ilrong 
.city  alfo  to  be  thrown  open,  and  prefented  the  king  with  the 
keys^  and  with  a  letter  from  Paul  to  himfelf,  direfling  him 
to  give  pofleflion  of  the  city  to  which  king  appeared  iirfl^;  at 
Vihkh  Wamba  fmiled  ^. 

His  forces  and  his  fleet  having  exactly  obeyed  his  orders.  Having 
«  he  found  himfelf  in  a  condition  to  profecute  that  war  {otP'^^^^li 
which  the  rebels  thought. him  only  preparing.     After  three '^'-^^ 
days  repofe,  he  divided  his  army  into  four  bodies,  and  di-  ^i">*^* 
refted  them  to  pafs  the  Pyrenees  by  three  different  routes,  C^-^^^'*''^ 
.  himfelf,  at  the  head  of  the  fourth  divifion,  following  that  n^' 
which  marched  along  the  coaft  *.     His  generals  eifiecuted  his  bonnt. 
commands  pundually  and  fuccefsfully,.  without  meeting  with 
much  refinance.    In  one  place  only  tbe]^  found  a  good  fort, 
and  a  ftrong  garrifon,  which  they  attacked,  and,  after  a  vi- 
gorous defence,  took  by  ftorm,  and  in  it  duke  Ranofinde  and 
the  wardetx  Hildigife^  whom  they  fent  to  the  king  with  their 
hands  tied  behind  tl^eu-  backs  r.     They  advanced  th^  to 
.  Sardonia,  where  IVithnir,  whom  J^aul  had  made  general  of 
his  forces,  had  a  numerous  garifon,  and  every  thing  requi- 
ilte  for  a  good  defence ;  but  as  he  judged  it  more  adyifeaUe 
to  retire  in  the  iiight,  to  carry  his  mafter  an  account  of  the 
•condition  things  were  in,  his  troops  prefently  fubmitted  '. 
The  king,  finding  his  army  had  intirely  pafled  the  moun* 
Cains,  alTembled  all  his  forces,  halted  for  two  days,  ^nd, 
having  made  the  fame  divifion  as  before,  directed  his  gene« 
rals  to  march  with  the  utmoft  diligence  loNarbonne^  himfelf 
^ollawing  with  a  fmall  guard  ^     They  purfued  his  inllruc* 
.tioQS,  and  quickly  invefted^the  place,  from  which  Paul  was 
retired  to  Nhnesy  leaving  the  command  of  all  the  troops  to 
Witimir^  who,  being  fummoned  to  open  the  gates,  returned 
a  rude  and  infolent  aniwer  ^.    The  generals  of  IVamba^  pro* 
voked  at  this  behaviour,  and  perceiving  that  it  had  irritated 
the  army  to  a  degree  of  madnds,  refolved  to  try  if  it  was  not 
poiOble  to  take  the  place  by  ftorm;  and  ha^ng  propof«l 
thb.to  the  army,  they  offered  with  joy  tobegin*the  attack 
wmediately.     The  generals  then  made  the  neoeflary  difpofi* 
-tioDS,  and  the  royal  army  advanced  on  every  fide  to  the  af- 
(kolt  '• 

«  Rod.  Tolct.  l.iii.  ^  Jul.  ubi  fupra.  »  Luc.  Tudenf. 
r  Rop.  Tolctan.  1.  iii.  »  Jul.  ubi  fupra.  »  RoD.Tftlet. 
^  Jul.  ubi  fupra.        ^  Luc.Tadenf. 
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That  city       WiTiMiR,  With  the  rebels  under  his  command,  having 
taken  by     no  hopes  left  but  in  viflory,  Ance  all  expe<5lation$  either 
ftorfHy        of  meixy  or  efcape  were  equally  vain,  defended  themfeives 
m/ith  many  y^\x)x  a  degree  of  obflinacy  that  hajl  been  rarely  feen,  for 
Yf^f/V  about  three  hours;  but  at  length  the  king's  forces  having 
bf I  chiefs^  burnt  fomc  of  the  gates,  and  undermined  a  part  of  the  walls, 
entered  the  city  on  every  fide,  and  made  a  dreadful  flaugb- 
ter  *.     Wf//Viw>„giving  all  for  loft,  withdrew  with  a  handful 
of  men  into  a  church,  in  which  they  made  a  defperate  re- 
fiftance.     One  of  the  king*!s  foldiers  having  ftunned  him  with 
a  beam,  he  was  at  laft  taken  alive,  with  moft  of  his  principal 
officers;  and,  .after  whipping  them  through  the  ftrects,  the 
next  day  they  were  fent  prifoners  to  the  king.     After  the  re- 
duction of  Narbonne^  the  king,   without  muc^  difficulty, 
obliged  other  cities  and  great  towns  to  return  to  their  obe- 
dience; thofe  who  commanded  in  them  retiring  with  their 
garrifons  to  Nimes,  where  the  ufurper  P/iuJ  did  every  thing 
that  an  able  officer  could  do  to  render  the  place  ftrong,  and 
to  infpire  his  troops  with  refolution  ' ;  fometimes  compli- 
menting them  on  the  fine  appearance  they  made  (for,  in  ef- 
feft,  he  had  the  whole  flower  of  the  province  with  him) ; 
fometimes  putting  them  in  mind  that  the  king's  army  was 
exceedingly  weakened  and  fatigued ;  and  fometimes  aiFuring 
them,  that  prodigious  fuccours  were  in  full  march  to  their 
relief  from  France  and  Germany.     By  thefe  and  other  arts 
he  kept  up  their  fpirits  fo  well,  that  they  prepared  chear- 
fully  for  their  defence,  and  difpofed  every  thing  to  keep  the 
royal  forces  as  long  at  a  diftance  from  the  centre  of  the  place 
as  it  was  poffible,  at  the  fame  time  that  they  fortified  all  the 
interior  force,  and  more  efpecially  the  arenas  of  the  old  R(h 
man  amphitheatres  with  the  utmofl  diligence.    In  fhort, 
their  induflry  was  fuch  as  would  have  deferved  praife  in  a 
better  caufe  ^ 
Paul  dif'       The  king's  forces,  after  the  repofe  of  a  few  days»  ap- 
fofes  all    peared  before  the  place  in  iqxxv  diftinft  corps,  each  con> 
things  for  manded  by  an  experienced  general,  making  in  all  about 
the  df/ence  20 yooo  men,  and,  in  a  few  hours,  had  completely  inveflod 
eTNimes,  ^j^^  pj^^^^^     r^^iQ  befieged  confidered  and  defpifed  them,  as 
/  Ira   being  themfeives  much  more  numerous,  better  armed,  aid 
'*  ^^  '  better  provided  ;.fo  that  they  propofed  marching  out,  wi 
giving  them  batde  ;  but  Paul  fufpeCting  an  ambufcade,  per- 
fuaded  them  to  aft  on  the  defcnfive  «.     The  king  s  generals, 
animated  by  their  paft  fuccefs,  thought  to  carry  die  plac^ 

^  JuL.Hift.  de  Wambae  Expedite         «  Rod.  Tolctan.  1,  vik 
^  Luc.  Tudcuf.        <  JvL.  ubi  fupra. 
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by  ftonSy  m  the  fame  manner  as  at  Narbonne^  and  attacked 
it  therrforc  with  great  fury,  but  were  repulfed  with  fomuch 
lofs,  that  they  fent  the  king  intelligence,  that,  without  an 
immediate  fupply  of  French  troops,  they  muft  be  obliged  to 
raife  the  fiege.     IVamba^  who  forefaw  what  might  happen, 
had  provided  a  body  of  ten  thoufand  men,  ready  to  march 
on  the  firft  notice ;  who,  as  foon  as  they  received  his  orders, 
began  to  move,  and,  continuing  their  route  all  night,  arrived 
the  next  day  as  the  army  was  about  to  renew  the  aflault  *>. 
The  ccntinels  on  the  towers  of  the  city  gave  notice  to  PaiU 
of  this  reinforcement,  which  intimidated  the  garrifon  not  a 
little.     That  ufurper  heard  the  news  not  only  without  emo" 
tion,  but  with  a  feeming  air  of  fatisfaAion;  and,  as  he 
palled  from  poft  to  poft,  encouraged  his  adherents,  by  tell-* 
ing  them,  that  this  was^m^a's  laft  effort;  that  they  were 
now  to  fight  with  all  their  enemies  at  once,  and  that  thefe 
being  defeated,  they  had  nothing  farther  to  fear.     Having 
thus  revived  their  courage,  the  aAion  began  with  great  noife 
and  fury.     The  difpute  lafted  long ;  but  at  length  the  French 
mercenaries  in  Paul's  pay  began  to  mutiny:  they  faid,  that 
defence  was  in  vain ;  that  the  place  once  taken  they  fhould 
be  all  put  to  the  fword ;  and  that  there  was  no  reafon  fb 
many  brave  men  fhould  die  in  the  caufe  of  a  bafe  ufurper  K 
This  created  a  great  confu/ion ;  and  the  royal  army  laying 
hold  of  that  advantage,  mounted  the  walls  with  ladders, 
and  began  to  enter  the  place  on  all  fides  :  the  rebels  took  it 
into  their  heads  that  they  were  betrayed  by  the  Spaniards 
that  were  about  Paui^  whom  they  killed  without  mercy,  and 
particularly  two  of  the  officers  in  whom  he  mofl  confided, 
clofe  by  his  fide.     In  this  fituation  Paul  thought  proper  to 
lay  afide  his  crown  and  his  purple  robe,  and  retired  with 
'fuch  forces  as  yet  remained  firm  into  one  of  the  anttent  am- 

{>hitheatres,  where  it  was  impofOble  they  fhould  be  eafily 
breed.  The  night  brought  on  a  ceffation  of  arms,  and  the 
rojal  army  contented  themfelves  with  taking  quarters  in  all 
parts  of  the  city,  where  they  celebrated  their  viftory,  and 
*  the  anniverfary  of  the  king's  acceilion  to  the  throne,  which 
happened  to  be  the  fame  day.  Things  continued  in  this 
fbite  for  two  days ;  and,  on  the  third,  they. had  notice  of 
the  king's  approach  with  the  reft  of  the  army  ^. 

Paul  and  his  aflbciates,  after  mature  deliberation,  dc^  Sendt  Ar^ 
puted  Argebdud,  metropolitan  of  Narbonne^  to  implore  ^m-  gebaud, 
ba'^  mercy.    He  met  the  king  at  fome  diftance  from  the  orcbbijhop 

^Luc.  Tsdenf.         >  Rod.  Toletui.  Liii.'         '' Jouak, 
ubi  fapra. 
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^Nar-     city^  an<l  executed  his  commiffion  in  fo  pathetic  a  manner. 
'  bonne,  to  that  the  king  readily  pardoned  the  whole  body  of  malecon- 
implore  ^    rents,  but  would  not  hear  of  extending  his  clemency  to 
wamba^  Paul^  and  the  chiefs  of  this  dangerous  rebellion  ^     When 
mircy.       j^^  came  in  fight  of  the  city,  he  found  the  army  diawn  up  in 
order  of  battle,  which  having  thanked  for  their  fervices,  he 
divided  them  into  feveral  corps,  and  ordered   them  to  take 
poft  on  the  hills  round  the  town,  that  they  might  be  ready  to 
oppofe  the  Franks y  in  cafe  they  fliould  attempt  any  thing  in 
favour  of  their  allies.     But  while  the  army  were  yet  under 
arm$,  he  ordered  Paul  and  his  companions  to  be  fummoned 
to  come  before  him  ".     They  came  accordingly,  but  in  a 
difmal  equipage.     Paul  was  on  foot,  his  cloaths  torn,  and 
his  feet  bare ;  a  captain  of  the  king's  trdopson  each  fide,  hold- 
ing a  lock  of  his  hair.     As  foon  as  he  faw  the  king,  he  went 
and  knelt  at  his  feet,  at  the  fame  time  cutting  the  military 
belt  he  wore,  inflifting  on  himfelf  that  mark  of  degradation 
as  a  traitor.     IVamba  ordered  him  and  his  friends  to  be  put 
under  a  ftrong  guard,  but  difmifled  the  Franks,  and  other 
ftrangers  that  were  with  him,  freely  and  without  ranfom. 
The  fpoils  that  were  taken  he  caufed  to  be  ^-eftorcd  to  the 
churches  and  private  perfons  from  whom  they  had  beea  plun- 
dered, and  direAed  alio  the  breaches  to  be  carefully  repaired, 
and  the  dead  bodies  to  be  interred  ». 
Brought        The  public  tranquillity  being  fettled,  the  king,  on  the  third 
ouu  triedf  day,  ordered  the  whole  army  to  be  drawn  out,  and  ranged 
undfen-     on  both  fides  of  a  tribunal,  on  which  himfelf  and  the  prin- 
tenctd'f       cipal  nobility  of  the  Goths  were  feated ;  after  which  he  coni- 
bitt  his  life  manded  Paul  and  his  adherents  to  be  brought  before  him  *. 
J^rtd.       ^g  foQjj  ^5  jjg  appeared,  the  king  flood  up,  and  afked  him 
whether  he  had  ever  given  him  any  ofience^  ever  done  him 
any  injury,  or  (hewn  him  any  mark  of  difpleafure  ?  To  this 
Paul  anfwered,  that  the  very  contrary  was  true ;  that  he 
had  always  treated  him  with  peculiar  marks  of  favour ;  that 
he  owed  to  his  confidence  the  power  of  raifing  this  rebellion ; 
and  that  he  had  nothing  to  allege  in  excufc.     Thofe  who 
came  with  him  faid  the  fame  thing,  and  mentioned  feveraliy 
the  obligations  they  wef  e  under  to  the  king  P.     On  this  thdr 
oaths  of  allegiance  were  read,  their  fubfcriptions  fhewn,  and 
then  the  laws  againft  treafon ;  lafVly,  the  judges  flood  up,  and 
pronounced  fentence  of  death ;  but  the  king,  a  few  minutes 
after,  changed  that  fentence  into  their  being  fhaved,  and  fcot 
to  feveral  monafleries,  where  they  might  have  lime  to  repeat 

1  Luc.  Tudcnf.  »  RoD.Tolctan.         .«  Jul.  uba  fiipra. 

•  Rod,  Tolctan.  1.  in.         f  Luc.  Tudcnf. 
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of  their  offences  q.  This  was  the  iflbe  of  a  rebellion  tliat 
had  endangered  the  monarchy  of  the  Vijigoths^  and  which 
had  been  very  probably  fatal  to  a  monarch  of  lefs  prudence 
and  lefs  fortitude  than  IVamba^  whom  they  provoked  by  the 
incuriions  of  one  Lupus ^  a  French  general,  who  made  an  ir-»  • 
ruption  for  the  fake  of  plunder.  Ifamba  contented  himfelf 
with  obliging  them  to  make  a  precipitate  retreat,  and,  after  the 
miferies  to  which  they  had  been  already  fubjefted,  would  not 
cxpofe  his  people  to  the  danger  of  a  foreign  war  '. 

He  appointed  new  officers  and  new  governors  throughout  Wamba 
the  whole  province,  put  ftrong  garrifons  into  all  thefortrefles,  ^»'^'  hh 
rewarding  his  foldiers  amply,  and  recompenfing  the  merit  of  ^*/''^'* 
every  officer  by  preferment.     With  tlje  reft  of  his  troops  he  ^^"^^* 
repafled  the  Pyrenees,  and  continued  his  march  direftly  to-       '  ^' 
wards  Toledo,  into  which  he  made  a  pompous  and  triumphant 
entry,  .all  the  foldiers  being  new-cloathed,  and  their  arms  in 
perfeft  order ".     In  the  centre  of  the  troops  were  feveral 
waggons,  in  which  were  feated  Paul  and  his  captains  and 
couniellors,  all  of  them  clofe-fhaved,  with  ragged  cloaths 
and  naked  feet,  and  their  chief  with  a  dirty  leathern  crown 
upon  his  head.     The  king  clofed  the  proceffion,  furrounded 
by  the  nobility,  from  whom  he  was  diftinguifhed  by  thema- 
jefty  of  his  appearance,  his  filver  hair  flowing  on  his  Jfhoul- 
ders,.and  his  brow  bound  with  a  diadem.     The  whole  city 
rang  with  acclamations  ' ;  and  the  king  having  returned    ' 
thanks  to  God  for  having  reflored  peace  to  his  people,  dif- 
mifled  his  troops,  and  applied  himfelf  to  the  regulation  of 
fuch  diforders  as  time,  accident,, or  corruption,  had  brought 
into  church  or  ftate ;  for  which  he  was  excellently  qualified, 
being  perfectly  verfed  in  their  laws,  and  having  nothing  fo 
much  ar  heart  as  the  interefts  of  the  kingdom  u.     His  firft 
care  was  for  the  capital: of  his  dominions;  and  as  Toledo,  fince 
it  became  fuch,  was  very  much  increafed,  he  ordered  the  old 
city  walls  to  be  well  repaired,  and  circumfcribed  even  the 
fuburbs  with  a  new  one,  which  he  adorned  with  the  images 
of  faints,  and  placed  alfo  certain  infcriptions,  which  are  ftill  re- 
membered, and  are  faid  to  have  been  repaired  and  reftored  out 
of  refpeft  to  their  royal  founder  by  king  Philipll,  ^  (Z). 

The 

1  Julian,  ubi  fupra.  '  Rod.  Tolct,  •  Luc.  Tudenf. 
*  Jul.  ubi  fupra,  «  RoD.Tolet.  1.  iii.  ^  Luc.  Tudenf. 

Rod.  Toletan.  lib.  iii.  Jul.  ubi  fupra. 

(Z)  In  order  to  fuppty  floncs  cas,  which  had  been  raifed  at  a 
for  this  building,  it  was  judged  vail  expence  by  the  Romtms^ 
A^ceilary  to  deltroy  a  noble  cir-    which  is  the  reafon  that,  in  the 
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Summons  The  king  fummoned  two  councils  in  the  year  675,  ooc, 
tnvo  court'  of  which  was  held  at  Braga  *,  the  other  at  Tokcb  7,  ia 
eilst  one  at  which  many  canons  were  made,  chiefly  with  a  view  to  rc^ 
^™8*»  ^*^ftore  the  difcipline  of  the  church,  and  to  reprefs  tjie  luxury, 

Ir/ To.     .P"^^*  ^^^  fuperftition,  of  the  clergy.     At  firft  fight  this 

J^j^  "      may  feem  a  refledion  upon  that  body ;  but,  if  duly  oonfi^ 

674 '67c.  fi^cred,  we  fhall  find  it  quite  the  contrary;  for  if  the  bulk 

pf  them  had  not  reuined  a  juft  refpeA  for  the  eflential  duties 

of  their  fundion,  thefe  laws  could  not  have  been  made ;  for 

luxury  would  then  have  been  ftiled  decent  fplendor,  pride 

the  fupport  of  ecclefiaftical  dignity,  and  fuperftitious  ccrc- 

•  monies  elevated  devotion  »  (A).    It  is,  however,  worthy  of 

our 


'  ConcU.  torn.  vi.  p.  $61.    Card.  d'AouiaRE  Conc^  Hifpan. 
tom.ii.  p-673.  y  Cone.  torn.  vi.  p.  601.  Cone.  Hifp.  torn, 

ii.  p.  i6o.  *  Luc.Tudenf. 


ivalls  of  Toledo^  there  appear 
frequendv  large  and  beautiful 
pieces  of  marble,  and  becaufe 
upon  many  of  chefe  the  figures 
of  a  rofe  and  a  wheel  are  very 
elegantly  expreiTed,  an  opinion 
prevails  amongft  the  vulgar, 
that  thefe  were  the  arms  of 
hing  fTamBa;'  whereas,  to  a  ju- 
dicious eyCf  it  is  evident  from 
(heir  being  placed  here  and 
there,  without  any  order  or 
fymmetry,  that  there  is  not 
the  leaft  colour  for  any  fuch 
notion.  It  is  reported  that  the 
outer  wall  was  fortified  with  no 
lefs  than  1 50  fquare  and  femi* 
circular  towers,  according  to 
the  mode  of  thofe  times.  Up- 
on fome  of  thefe  the  following 
(satin  dlRi^h  was  engraved  (4]. 

Erixit  fautore  Deo  rex  inclytus 

urlem 
Wamha  fya  cekhrem  prcfenr 

iUns  gentis  bonorem. 


On  the  principal  towers  flood 
the  ilatues  of  feveral  faints  then 
mod  in  eileem,  in  white  marb'e, 
and  on  their  pedeftals  were  en« 
graven  the  following  Lai  in 
lines,  which,  in  thofe  days^  it 
feems,  were  accounted  poetry 

(5)- 

Vos  Domini  fanBi  quorum  Mc 

fr/eft  ntia  fulgft, 
Hanc  urbem  ^  flehem  folito^ 

/er<vate  favore* 

(A)  The  firft  of  thefe,  which 
is  commonly  filled  the  third 
council  of  Braga  (6),  provided, 
that,  in  the  celebration  of  the 
holy  myfteries,  priefls  ihould 
not  make  ufe  either  of  milk  or 
of  raifin  wine,  but  (hould  ufc 
only  bread  and  wine,  mingled 
wiih  a  few  drops  of  water. 
Prieils  were  reflrained  from  i)av^ 
ing  any  other  woman  than  their 
mothers  In  their  houfi^s,  to  pre- 


(4)  M^fiJ  Wn.  JeHfpanif  J.  wf,  tap,  xiv.  hue.  Tudttif.  {^\  Jidem 

i>/V.  (6J  CmiU  '«*t  vi.  f  •  561,  C^rd*  4"yfguirri,  Qwc,  H^ifp.  tcm.  ii, 
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OUF    notice,  that  we  find  in  neither  of  thcfe  councils  flic 
Icaft  footfteps  of  an  affair  of  very  great  importance  with  re- 
fpeft  to  ecclefiaftical  government,   which  was  neverthelefs. 
fettled  at  this  time  *.     The  bifhops,  it  feems,  were  fome  of 
them  apt  to  encroach  upon  their  neighbours  diocefes,  which 
occa Honed  much  jealoufy,  ftrife,  and  difturbance  ;  an  appli- 
cation was  therefore  made  to  the  king  for  the  remedy  of  this 
grievance,  which  was  effe6led  by  defcribing  and  fetting  out 
tfie  limits  of  all  rtie  diocefes  in  Spain,  which  feems  to  have 
been  done  by  a  royal  commiffion  b.     This  fufficiently  fhews 
his  attention  to  one  efTential  point  of  government.    We  fhall 
fee  that  this  did  not,  however,  fo  wholly  occupy  his  mind, 
as  to  hinder  him  from  providing  for  the  fafety  of  his  fub- 
jcifts,  and  fupporting  the  glory  of  his  crown,  in  another  re- 
{pe&,  of  which  we  find  little  notice  taken  in  the  reign  of  his 
predeceflbrs<:  (B). 

The 

•  Ferr.  Hift.  Hifpajia,  p.iii.  fc6l.  vii.  *  Luc.  Tadenf. 

^  Vas.  Chron. 

vent  an  indecent  refort  of  fc-  ivitb  the  utmoft  modeftyy  andffeak 

males  to  vifit  their    fibers  or  •  fwith  the greateft  decency^  obfer*V' 

oiher  relations, who  were  hither-  ing  at  other  times  a  ferfe^fiUnce^. 

to  permitted  to  refide  with  them,  andy  by  a  ftriS  attention,  tefiify 

Redraint  w!(s  laid  on  the  hi-  their  rejpe£t  to  the  plate  they  ar€ 

ihops,  that  they  (hould  not,  for  in.     Whene^ver  they  are  called 

the  future,  be  carried  in  a  chair  upon  to  fpeaki  they  Jhall  deli<uer 

to  church  by  four  deacons,  but  themfel'ves  wth  much  circumfpec* 

that  they  fhould  walk  to  church,  tion,  ^without  any  variation  from         ' 

attended  by  the  clergy  and  pco-  truths  ivithout  any  ftrokes  of  ill" 

pie.     They   were  likewife  for-  nature,  ^without  unnecejfary  taw 

bid   to   order   priefts,    abbots,  tologies,  that  create  confujton,  and 

and   other  ecclefiaftics,  to    be  tuithout    offering  to  be  luitty, 

whipped  for   every  flight    of-  luhere  the  bufinefs  'wasfolid  and 

fence  ;  and,  if  they  did,  were  grave.    The  reft  of  the  canons 

to  be  excommunicated  and  ex-  relate  to  ecclefiaftical  difcipline, 

iled.      The   latter,    which    is  and  contain  nothing  carious,  or 

ftiled  the  eleventh  council  of  of  any  great  importance. 
Toledo  (7),  was  opened  No<vem'»        (B)  The  regulating  exadly 

her  the  7th,  675.     There  were  ecclefiaftical  difcipline  in  Sj^aitep 

made  in  this  council  fifteen  ca-  by  a  diftind  description  of  the 

Dons ;  the  firft  of  which  is  very  bifhopricks,  and  placing  them 

remarkable,  and  to  this  e(Fe^ :  under  their  refpeftive  metropo- 

Sucb  as  are  mewiers  of  this,  or  Htans,  to  viYiom,  Mariana  always 

of  any  other  council,  fhall  behave  gives  the  tide  of  archbifhops, 

(7)  Cm(.  fojM.  ▼!.  p.  601.  Q^nc.  Hifp,  tm.  u.  ^  66o* 

£04  wa% 


lacens* 


440  TbeHi/iofycf  B.XIX. 

J  dectjinji      The  Saroonsi  at  that  time,  not  only  diAurbed  4be  ccm- 
'viaory      tincnt  with  their  armies,  but  harraflcd  likewifc  the  whole 
gained  by   Mediterranean  with  their  fleets,  and  were  particularly  trou- 
hufeet     biefQine  q^  jh^  coafts  of  Spain  ^.     The  king,  who  had  a 
^^^h  ^*  good  naval  force,  difpofed  of  it  in  fo  judicious  a  manner, 
rlc«ns    '  ^^'^  ^^  infidel§  found  thcmfelves  very  much  curlbcd  thereby, 
which  induced  them  to  afTemble  their  whole  force,  that  tl^y 
might  at  once  crufli  that  of  Spain  ^.     When  they  came  to 
make  the  experiment,  however,  they  found  themfelves  mifla* 
ken ;  the  Ikill  of  the  Goths  defending  them  from  being  op- 
pref^d  by  fuperior  numbers,  infomuch  that,  after  a  long  and 
obflinate  engagement,  the  Saracens  were  totally  defeated, 
and,  befides  a  number  of 'ilaves  that  were  taken,  loft  270 
veflels  of  all  fizes  ^.     Some  have  thought  this  number  cxccf» 
five  ;  but  if  we  confider  that  they  had  no  fliips  of  great  bur- 
then, and  reflefl  on  the  great  number  of  men  they  fometiroes 
tranfported,  we  need  not  be  furprifed  at  hearing  of  fleets  of 
feveral  hundred  fail,  becaufe,  in  thofe  days,  they  had  not 
fliips  of  war,  properly  fpeakingv  but  employed  in  fuch  eX'^ 
peditions  almoft  every  veflcl  that  was  fit  to  put  to  fca  «.  This 
,  was  a  point  of  vei^  great  confcquence,  and  very  probably  de^- 
layed  for  fome  time  the  diforders  and  diftrefs  to.  which  the 
people  of  Spain  were  afterwards  reduced,  and  from  which 
they  might  always  have  been  defended,  if  the  fucceflbrs  of 

^  Ma  It  I  SOT  Orbis  Mar.  1.  ii.  cap.  3.  •  Vas.  Chron. 

'  Alphoks.  MagD.  Chron.,        <  Marisot,  ubifup. 


was  one  of  the  mod  remark- 
able adis  of  IVatnbd'i  ad  mi  ni- 
tration ;  and  an  extract  of  this 
regulation  may  be  foand  in 
the  hidorian  before-n^entioned, 
who  compares  it  with  another 
made  in  thf  time  of  C^nfiantine 
the  Great  (ft).  It  may  be  fufii- 
cient  here  to  obferve,  that  the 
fix  metropolitan  fees  were  TqU^ 
do,  $c*vfi/e,  Merida^  Braga,  Tar- 
ragona,  and  Narho/nte,  the  ca- 
pita! of  that  province  which  the 
Gothj  flill  retained  on  the  other 
fide  or  the  Pyrenees,  What  is 
principally  to  be  obferved  in 
refpedl  to  this  affair  is,  that  the 


whole  was  done  by  the  king^s 
authority,  without  the  leaft  inti- 
mation to,  or  comniunication 
with,  the  pope,  or  even  the  in- 
tervention or  approbation  of  a 
council  of  Sfantjh  E)t(hops  \  fo 
that  it  is  clear,  in  things  tem- 
poral, which  the  linitation  of 
epifcopal  jurifdi^ion  is  allowed 
to  be,  the  fupremacy  was  ac* 
kaowleged  in  the  Gothic  kings 
in  as  large  an  extent  as  it  hath 
been  any- where  enjoyed,  iinct 
the  propagation  of  theChriflian 
faith  has  been  promoted  and 
fupported  by  civil  authority. 


(S)  Marhna  Hifi.  H'fp,  /.  vi.  e^f.  XV,  xw,    Majtrm  Turfuette,  I.  v.     Fer» 
rtrAS,  H'fi*  ii'fpAn,  f ,  iii.  JtB.  vii. 

-  Wamba 


C.I.  /i&^  Vifigoths  ^  Sptin.  441. 

fVandfa  had  m   any  things   except   the    title,  refemUed 
him  ^. 

While  the  thoughts  of  this  great  monarch  were  intirely  Deprived 
taken  up  with  arduous  affairs  of  Hate,  there  was  one  near  of  his  king* 
him,  who,  not  out  of  pity  to  that  indefatigable  prinCe»  but  ^"^h  '^* 
purely  to  gratify  his  own  ambition,  was  ftudying  how  to  re-  fT'^'^'  ^ 
move  him  out  of  the  throne,  ahd  to  feat' )iimfelf  id  ^Sr^^j^?!^ 
place.     This  was  Erviga,  the  fon  of  ArdabqfiuSy  and,  as  is        ^  ' 
generally  fuppofed,   the  great  grandfon  of  Hermenigilde  K 
He  ikw  with  difpleafure,  that,  through  his  temperance  and    ' 
conilanc  exercife,  Wamba^  notwithftanding  his  great  age,  en- 
joyed a  firm  ftate  of  health ;  and  he  was  not  thoroughly 
alTured,  if  he  had   patience  even  to  his  death,  that,  upon  a 
full  and  free  election,  he  fhould  be  chofen  his  fucceflbr.     He  A.D.686. 
framed,  therefore,  to  carry  his  point,  a  plot  very  ingenious^ 
though  at  the  fame  time  very  bafe ;  for  he  gave  a  kind  of 
intoxicating  potion  to  the  king^  by  which  he  was  thrown  into 
a  fenfelefs  and  Aupefied  condition,,  and,  while  he  was  in  this  < 

ftate,  he  caufed  him,  according  to  the  cuflom  of  thofe  times, 
to  be  fhaved,  and  put  into  a  habit  of  penitence^.  The  king, 
wh^n  he  came  to  himfelf,  difTembled  his  furprize,  and  the 
fufpicion  he  entertained  of  the  ufage  which  he  had  received. 
He  knew  it  was  impo/Gble,  according  to  the  laws,  to  refume 
his  digriity ;  and,  preferring  the  peace  of  his  fubjefts  to  fcvery 
other  confideration,  he  recommended,  by  a  writing  under  his 
hand,  Erviga  for  his  fucceflbr,  to  preyent,  what  he  faw 
plafnly  would  otherwife  have  happened,  a  civil  war  l.  After 
this  he  retired  peaceably  to  a  monaftery,  where  he  fpent  feve- 
ral  years  in  a  life  of  the  flriftefl  devotion;  and,  after  hav- 
iog  fhewn  that  he  was  not  ambitious  of  a  crown,  and  that 
none  was  more  worthy  to  wear  it,  he  left  to  pofterity  a  glo 
rious  demonflration,  that  he  could  part  with  it  likewife  with- 
out lofmg  <that  peace  of  mind  which  fo  much  furpafles  the 
regal  title,  and  all  the  prerogatives  annexed  to  it"*  (C). 

Erviga 

*  Ferreras,  Hift,  Hifpaha,  P.  iii.  feft.  7.  *  Isio, 

Pacens.  ^  Alpuons.  Magn.  Chron.     Luc.  Tudenf. 

RoDER.  Tolet.  1.  iii.  ^  Isid.  Pacens.  "  Mariana, 

Hill.  Hifpana,  I.  vi.  c.  14.    MayernbTvrquet.    ^erre&^s, 
Hift.  Hifpana,  P,  iii.*  fedl.  7. 

(C)  Some  writers  afTure  us,  trary,  he  had  been  before  prac 
that  this  treafon  of  Er<viga  was  tifing  fchemes  lefs  faccefsful  in- 
very  far  from  being  an  hafty  deed,  butnot  lefs  villaiDous  (9). 
thought  i  and  that,  on  the  con-  la  ihort,  they  afcribe  to  him 


(9)  Juiian,  Cbr^tt,  J/id,  Facens,  AlpbmJ,  Magn, 
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•  Erviga  was  declared  king  in  virtue  of  Wambd's  nomina^ 
don,  approved  by  the  Gothic  nobility  Monday  06lober  the 
fixtcenth,  in  the  year  fix  hundred  and  eighty,  and  was 
anointed  and  crowned  on  Sunday  the  twenty-fecond  of  the 
fame  month,  by  Julian,  metropolitan  of  Toledo.  As,  thro* 
the  care  of  his  predeceflqr,  he  found  the  affairs  of  Spain  in 
very  good  order,  fo  his  acceflion  was  in  every  refpe^  more 
peaceable,  and  more  generally  acquiefced  in,  than  he  could 
well  have  hoped ;  yet  either  fome  murmurings  there  were  of 
the  artifice  by  which  IVamba  had  been"removed,  or  the  king's 
fufpicions  made  him  fo  uneafy,  that  he  refolved  to  call  a 
council  to  fanftify  his  title,  and  to  make  fome  laws  which  he 
thought  might  be  beneficial  to  the  ftate ".  This  aflembly 
was  opened  on  the  ninth  of  January  in  the  fucceeditig  year, 
and  continued  fitting  till  the  rwrenty-fifth  of  the  fame  month, 
in  which  fpace  they  made  feveral  canons  or  laws  relative  to 
civil  as  well  as  ecclefiaftical  affairs,  very  prop)cr  to  quiet  the 
minds  of  people,  and  to  make  the  crown  fit  light  on  tRe'^ead 

*  Cone.  tom.Ti.  p.  1221.     Cone.  Hifp.  torn.  ii.  p.  6Si. 


the  attempt  made  by  the  Moon, 
whom  he  rolicited  co  come  into 
Spaifit  in  hopes  of  being  pat  at 
the  head  of  an  army  to  oppofe 
them,  which  might  have  faci- 
litated his  defign  upon  the 
crown  (1).  After  this  mifcar- 
ried,'  he  perceived  that  prince 
^heodofred,  the  younger  brother 
of  the  late  king  Recefuintho, 
was  now  of  a  proper  agetogo- 
•vern  the  kingdom,  and  had  an 
intereft  amongft  the  nobility,  at 
lead  equal,  if  not  fuperior,  to 
his  own,  which  put  him  under 
infurmountable  difficulties  (2). 
It  is  aficrted,  that  it  was  a  piece 
of  poifonous  cane,  foaked  in 
the  water  he  drank,  that  had 
this  fad  effecl ;  and  that  Julian, 
metropoiiian  of  Toledo,  was 
made  the  indrument  of  depoiing 
king  Wamba,  without  being  ac 
all  privy   to  the  dcfign  ;    for. 


finding  him,  after  the  admini* 
Oration  of  the  facramant»  to- 
tally without  fenfe  or  voice,  he 
confented  to  the  (having*  and 
dreifing  him  in  a  religious  ha- 
bit^ as  chinking  it  impoHible  hie  ' 
fhould  recover  (3).  The  whole 
of  this  tranfadion  happened  on  ' 
Sunday  the  fourteenth  of  Odo- 
ber,  and  the  very  next  day  Er* 
viga  was  declared  king  (4). 
IVamba  recovered  bis  fenfes  in 
little  more  than  twenty-foor 
hours;  and.  looking  apon  this 
as  an  admonition  from  heaven 
to  bend  his  thoughts  for  the  fu- 
ture to  the  concerns  of  another 
life,  caufed  himfelf  to  be  re- 
moved to  the  monaflery  of 
Pampliega,  and  lefl  his  fuccef- 
for  to  enjoy  the  fplendor»  and 
to  ftruggle  with  the  cares,  of  a 
crown  15). 


(1)  Mariana,  Wfi,  Hifpam,  I.  yj.  cap.  X^  (•»/  Lueai  Tudanf ,  VjfM 

Cbmn.  (3)  ^fidiw.  Pactm,  (a)  C  wL   TtJit.  liL  Csm.  j. 

(5)  Lu,  Tudcpf. 

of 


C I  •  the  Vifigoths  in  Spain  J  ^^  ^ 

of  the  new  monarch  •  (D).  To  render  their  cndeavorirs  ftiU 
more  efieflual,  and  to  remove^  if  poflible,  the  heart-bnrnings 
of  JVamba'^  family^  he  gave  his  daughter  Cixilona  in  mar- 
riage to  pgiza^  his  nephew  and  heir ;  but,  notwithAanding 
ail  thefe  precautions,  and  one  cannot  eafily  conceive  how 
more  could  well  be  taken,  a  war  broke  out ;  but  whether  this  A»D.685. 
happened  through  an  irruption  of  the  Cafconsy  by  an  infur- 
re£lion  in  the  Gallic  province,  or  through  an  invaiion  of  the 
Modrs,  we  cannot  determine  P.  But  this  we  know  from  the 
moft  authentic  tellimony,  the  pofitive  declaration  of  the  pre- 
lates and  grandees  in  the  next  general  council,  th^t  fome 
great  convuliion  there  was,  and  that  the  king  Erviga  had 
behaved  therein  with  great  courage  and  conduA,  by  which 

^  RoDERic  Tolet.  1.  iii.  p  l8u>.  Pacenf.  Alphons.' 

Magn.  Chron.  Luc.  Tvoens. 

(D)  This  twelfth  council  of  mony  of  his   coronation.     By  , 
Toledo  was  opened  by  a  ihort  the  fecond  canon,  they  forbad 
fpeech  made  by  the  king,  in  abfolving  from  the  vow  of  pe- 
wbich  he  told  them,  that  his  nicence,    upon    any    pretence 
deiign  of  calling  them  together  whatever,  thofe,  who,  during 
was,  to  engage  them  to  con-  ficknefs,  and  even  though'  de- 
firm  his  title,  and  to  make  fuch  prived  of  their  fenfes,  had  taken 
othercanonsas  they  fhould  think  a  religious  habit ;  but  enjoined   ' 
expedient,    on  the  perufal  of  them    to    fatisfy  precifely  the 
certain    papers  which  he  left  vowd  which   in  that  condition 
with  them  (6).    According  to  they    had  made.     They  fup- 
the  king's  defire,  the  firft  canon  prefled  the  biflioprick  of  Jeuis, 
declared  him  the  lawful  mon-  which  had  been  ereded  by  King 
arch  of  the  Goth,  and,  in  fup-  Wamba ;  they  gave  the  metrp- 
port  of  his  title,   offered  three  politan  of  7*0/^^0  leave  to  name, 
reafons :    The  firft,  that  king  with  the  confent  of  the  king,  to 
JVamba  was  fhaved,    and  had  the  vacant  biflioprick s  in  S/tt/ff^ 
taken  the  habit  of  a  religious  or  rather  to  confecrate  fuch  as 
man  during  his  ficknefs,  fo  that  were  eleded ;  they  reflored  fuch 
he  was  incapable  of  refuming  as  had  been  declared  infamous, 
the  crown ;  the  fecond,  that,  in  for  not  attending  king  Wamba 
the  prefence  of  the  great  lords  in    his  expedition  againfl  the 
of  the  court,   and  with  their  rebels  in  France  ;  and  they  con- 
confent,  Wamba  had  declared  firmed,  renewed,   and  directed 
him  his  fuccefTor  ;  and,  laftly,  to  be  flridlly  put  in  force,  all 
becaafe  Julian^  metropolitan  of  the  laws  made  againfl  the  Jenjjs^ 
ToleJoy  had  made  a  flrid  inquiry  with  feveral  other  canons   re- 
into  the  legality  of  his  ele^ion,  lating    to    ecclefiaflical   difci* 
before  he  proceeded  to  the  cere-  pline. 

(6)  C«ffr.  torn,  vt.  f^j%%t.    CoiUt  U'fp*  tern,  ii.  f,  68 !•    Mariana,  Majtrm 
^ur^uet,  Firrerau 

hig 
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Spirit. 
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ne  Uifiwy  of  B.  XIX. 

\M  fttlycfh  were  again  reftored  to  peace,  for  which  they  of* 
fered  htm  the  tribute  of  their  moft  grateful  acknowlege- 
meats  9. 

As  Efviga  had  a  numerous  family  by  his  queen  LaHigo* 
t$na,  and  as  he  was  very  apprehenfive  of  their  fafety  in  cafe 
of  his  demife,  he  laboured  all  that  was  in  his  power  to  gain 
the  affeAions  of  his  fubjefts.  It  was  with  this  view  that  he 
meditated  within  himfelf  on  every  thing  that  could  give  the 
people  difquiet  or  fatisfaAion,  and  ftudied  all  the  means  pof- 
fible  by  which  the  one  might  be  removed^  and  the  other  pro* 
cured;  believing,  that  whatever  difli)ce  or  prejudice  they 
might  at  firft  have  conceived  againft  him,  they  muft  be  gra* 
dudly  moved  by  this  condud,  and  wi(h  well  to  a  prince 
who  made  their  happinefs  more  his  ftudy  than  almoft  any  of 
his  predeceflbrs  ;  and,  to  carry  thefe  his  good  intentions  into 
execution,  he  held  two  other  general  councils  in  'the  ^courie 
of  his  reign  i^  (£}•  By  a  fteady  perfeverance  in  this  laud- 
able 


^  ConciI.To1et.xiii.  Can.  4;  '  Roderic  Tolet.  1.  iiL 

Cone.  com.  vi.  p.  1293.    Cone.  Hifp.  torn.  ii.  p«  694.    Cone. 
torn.  vi.  p.  1279.     Cone.  Hifp.  torn.  ii.  p-  717^ 


{  E  )  In  the  next  general 
council,  the  five  firft  canons  out 
of  thirteen  relate  intirely  to  ci- 
vil alFairs  (7).  By  the  firft,  the 
accomplices  in  the  revolt  to 
PW,  who  had  been  declared 
infamous,  and  deprived  of  their 
eftatcs,  are  reftored  to  both, 
throurh  the  king's  clemency  ; 
and  n-om  the  fame  motive  the 
like  favour  is  granted  to  all 
fuch  as  were  punifhed  in  the 
time  of  king  Cbintila  for  the 
like  offence.  In  the  fecond,  it 
is  recited,  that  whereas  in  times 
paft  kings  had  deprived  fome 
great  lords  of  the  dienity  of 
palatines,  in  right  of  which 
they  voted  at  elections ;  had 
condemned  them  to  death  and 
perpetual  infamy, without  hear- 
.  mg  their  juftification ;  the  coun- 


cil, therefore,  to  prevent  fuch 
crying  ads  of  oppreflion,  pro- 
hibited any  palatine  or  biftiop 
to  be  degraded,  deprived  of  his 
goods,  or  CO n(f  earned  to  be  whip- 
ped, before  the  bifhops,  grea^ 
lords,  and  wardens,  ihall  have 
taken  knowlege  of  his  ofience^ 
who,  in  cafe  they  find  him 
guilty,  (hall  punifti  him  accord- 
mg  to  law.  As  the  people  were 
indebted  great  fums  to  the  pub- 
lic treafury  for  the  arrears  of 
taxes,  in  the  third  canon  the 
king's  remiffion  of  all  that  was 
due  before  his  acceflion  is  con- 
firmed. In  their  fourth  canon, 
after  acknowleging  the  great 
obligations  they  have  to  the 
king,  they  forbid,  ifnder  pain 
of  excommunication,  any  per- 
fon,  of  what  rank  foever,  to  dp 


(7)  Cone,  torn,  v\.  p^  ^%S3»    Cotu^  Hifp.  /•«•  ii.  p.  694*    AUrimaa^  Ma* 
y$rne  Turjuet,  Fcrrtras. 

any 
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.aUe  courfe,  he  fo  far  carried  his  point,  that  whatever  dif- 
tafte  fome  great  perfons  might  have,  th^  were  obliged  to 
cooceai  them,  the.  clergy  and  greateft  part  of  the  nobility^ 
and  the  common  people  in  general,  being  well  afieded  to  his 
government..  In  his  time,  however,  there  happened  a  griev- 
ous famine,  which  was  followed  by  an  epidemic  diflemper 
that  carried  off  great  numbers  of  people  '.  The  Jtwj  alfo^ 
encouraged  by  the  Jenity  of  this  reign,  b^an  to  behave 
\vith  ibme  degree  of  infolence,  and  to  multiply  exceedingly,  A,D.6S6, 
fo  as  to  give  the  clergy  great  apprehenfions  ;  but  the  mode- 
ration of  the  king  was  fo  great,  that  it  does  not  appear  he 
was  ever  moved  to  treat  them  with  any  extraordinary  degree 
of  rigour  ^ 

•    At  length,  after  having  worn  a  crown  rather  for  the  ier-  StizeJ 
vice  of  others  than  himfelf,  and  having  evcry-whcre  pro-  w//^  a 
cured  more  tranquillity  than  in  bis  own  breaft,  the  king  f^^'gnanf 
found  himfelf  attaked  by  a  difeafe  that  left  him  very  little  ^V"^fiiomd 
room  to  hope  for  recovery  "^    This  induced  him  to  fet  his  ^'fiP^^^j^ 
affairs  in  order  while  there  was  yet  time.    He  began  with  ap-  ^^.   ,.^  * 
pointing  Egiza,  the  nephew  and  heir  of  king  JFamha,  his  ^^^^     " 
fucccflbr,  on  the  fourteenth  of  Augujl  fix  hundred  eighty- 
feven,  having  obliged  him  to  fwear  he  would  do  juftice  to 
all  whom  he  might  have  inadvertently  wronged.    This'  doae^ 
he  fent  for  the  nobility  into  his  prefence,  rdeafed  themfrom 
their  oath  of  allegiance,  ordered  himfelf  to  be  fhaved,  and 
drelled  in  a  habit  of  penitence,  by  which  Egiza  entered  into 
the  poffeffion  of  the  government,  and  foon  after  Erviga 
breathed  his  laft,  in  the  eighth  year  of  his  reign  ^.     His  ' 

predeceflbr  IVamba,  being  ftill  living  in  his  convent,  and  hav- 
ing the  fatisfaftion  of  feeing  this  prince  obliged  to  take  for 
his  own  fecurity  that  ftep  into  which  he  had  betrayed  him, 
and  to  place  the  crown,  while  he  was  yet  living,  upon  the 
head  of  thai  very  perfon  for  whom  it  Jiad  been  designed  by 
himfelf;  and  which  was  perhaps  another  point  of  happinefs^, 
he  did  not  live  long  enough  to  fee  the  untoward  confequences      68S« 

•  IsiD.Pacens.  *  Ferrbras.  ■  Julian,  in 

Chron.  ^  Alphons.  Magn.  Chron.  «  Isid. 

Pacens.  Alphons.  Magn.  Chron.  v 

•any  evil  to  his  wife,  his  chil-  in  an  infamous  familiarity  with 

dren,  his  ^ns  or  daughrers-in-  her ;  and  whoever,  fay  tfiecoun- 

law,  in  their  perfons,  dignities,  cil,  (hall  dare  fo  to  do,  even 

or  efiates.    1  he  fifth  canon  for-  tho*  it  (hould  be  the  king  him- 

bids  any  perfon  to  efpoufe  the  felf,    his  name  fhall  be  j:aied 

widow  of  the  king,  or  to  live  out  of  the  book  of  life. 

that 
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that  followed  from  this  difpofuion  of  the  crown,  from  the 

implacable  refentment  which  the  new  king  preferved  againft 

all  who  had  the  leaft  fhare  in  that  ill  nfage  which  the  old 

monarch  had  met  with  y.     But  how  long  lie  furvived  his  foc- 

ccflbr,  and  whether  he  gave  his  nephew  any  advice  as  to  the 

management  of  public  affairs,  though  mentioned  by  Maria- 

na  *,  is  notwithflanding  very  uncertain.     But  fo  great  was 

his  reputation  for  wifdom  and  piety  in  fucceeding  times,  that 

a  potent  Spanijb  monarch  cauied  his  body  to  be  removed, 

and  reinterred  with  honour  (F). 

^g***  We  find  no  difficulty  or  difturbance  made  on  the  acceffion 

afienas  tbe  ^p  Egiza,  who  without  doubt  was  very  acceptable  to  a  great 

'  '^"'f  f     part  of  the  nation,  on  account  of  the  great  reverence  he  ai- 

j«  virtui   ^^y^  P^^^  ^^  ^^^  uncle  JVdmba,  notwithftanding  the  alliance 

of  this  re-  ^^  ^^^  contrafted  with  the  family  of  the  prince  then  upon 

fignathn,    the  throne  ;  but  it  is  not  at  all  probable,  that,  by  the  advice 

of  the  old  monarch,  he  parted  with  his  queen  as  foon  as  he 

found  himfelf  fettled  in  the  regal  dignity  »,  becaufe  there  is 

no  authentic  proof  of  this ;  and  becaufe,  in  the  canons  made 

'   by  the  councils  held  in   his  reign,  there  are  manyxircum- 

r  Ferr.  Hift.  de  Hifpana,  P.  iii.  fca.  7.  «  Hiftori* 

Hifpana,  I.  vi.  cap.  18.  '  Mariana,.  Hlftoria  Hifpanay 

ia  loc.  fup.  citat. 


(P)  This  wife  and  religious 
monarch,  after  fpending  very 
near  as  much  time  in  the  pri- 
vacy of  a  convent  as  in  the 
pleafures  of  a  palace,  deceafed 
at  length,  full  of  years  and 
glory,  and  with  a  high  reputa- 
tion for  his  virtue  and  fandity, 
at  Fampliegay  the  place  of  his 
retreat,  and  was  buried  in  the 
church  of  that  monaftery.  But 
Don  Alfhonfo  the  Wife  diredled 
^lis  body,  as  well  as  his  prede- 
ceiTor  king  Rece/uintho,  to  be 
taken  up,  and  brought  to  To* 
hJo(%).  Father  John  Marti- 
nez, of  the  order  of  francifcanst 
and  hi  (hop  oiGuadix^  who  was 
charged  wifh  this  order,  per- 
formed it  with  all  the  decency 


and^refped imaginable;  fothat 
his  remains  being  depofited  in 
the  church  of  St,  Leocadia^  a 
fumptuous  tomb  was  erefted 
over  them,  on  the  left  hand  of 
the  high  altar,  overagainft  the 
tomb  of  king  Recefuinth^,  whofe 
bones  were  interred  on  the 
right  fide  of  the  altar,  where 
they  have  remained  in  peace 
ever  fince  (9)  5  except  that  Phi- 
lip the  fecond,  in  the  year  one 
thoufand  five  hundred  feventy- 
five,  caufed  thefe  tombs  to  be 
opened,  and  found  the  bones 
of  both  kings  wrapped  in  cot- 
ton, and  depofited  in  chefts  of 
wood,  without  any  infcription 
whatever  (I ). 


(8)  Ifid,  Pmns,  Luc.  Tudtns,  Rodtnc,  Tolit,  Vsf^i  Cbron. 
'  rerst,  Htfi,  dt  HtJ^ans,  P.  iii,  fga,  7.  (ij 

ftna,  iii,  vt«  r.  14. 


itf  dt  Hif' 

ftances 
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fiances  which  render  this  fuggeftion  very  improbable,  to 
■which  we  may  add  his  aflbcjating  the  only  foo  he  ever  had 
by  her  in  the  government  !>.  But  it  ia  neverthelefs  very  cer- 
tain, that  he  was  far  enough  from  approving  the  meafuics 
of  the  laft  reign,  and  of  this  we  have  authentic  evidence  is 
the  fcruples  he  propofed  to  the  firft  council  which  was  held 
at  Toledo  after  his  accelGon  to  the  throne,  and  which  indeed 
feems  to  have  been  alTembled  chiefly  on  this  account.  The 
number  of  the  prelates  and  of  the  great  lords  th»t  fat  therein 
was  very  con fiderablc,  tho'  not  fo  numeroas  as  in  Tome  coun- 
cils ;  but  as  there  had  been  ieveral  lately  held,  it  was  not 
likely  that  many  things  of  importance  would  be  brought  be- 
fore them  •^. 

This  alTembly  met  on  the  eleventh  of  May  fix  hondred  Ctl/j  tht 
eighty-eight.     King  Egiza,    at  bis  firft  entrance,  fainted  y&^"»'* 
them,  atS,  without  defiring  any  confirmation  of  his"  title,  """"^  "f 
faid,  that  he  had  fome  fcruples  upon  his  mind  which  re-  T*",    ?'** 
gardcd  the  government  of  the  kingdom,  and  which  he  had^      .'  '  - 
called  ""them  together  .to  decide  ^.     Thefe  fcruples  regarded  Tl^'^^ 
the  oaths  he  had  taken,  which  appeared  to  him  coniradic-  „;,„■„, 
tory.     On  the  marriage  of  his  queen,  he  had  fworn,  agree- oaj^. 
able  to  a  canon,  to  proteft  the  widow  of, his  predeceflbr, 
his  children,    his  fons-in-Iaw,   and  his  datightcrs-in-law  *. 
At  the  time  of  his  coronation  he  had  fworn  to  do  jultice  to 
all  his  fubje^s ;  and  as  he  was  informed  that  the  late  king 
had  degraded  feveral  of  the  nobility  who  were  moll  attached 
to  king  IVamba,  and  had  deprived  them  of  their  eliates  ille- 
gally which  he  had  bellowed  upon  his  ftimily,  he  was  at  a 
lofs  to  know  how  far  he  was  bound  by  his  firit  oath  to  pro^' 
teft  the  family  of  the-  deceafed  king  againft  thofe  who,  in 
virtue  of  the  fecond,  demanded  juftice,  and  the  refliiutioa 
of  thofe  eftates  that  had  been  iniquitonfly  taken  from  them. 
He  alTured  them,  that  he  was  defirous  of  keeping  both  thefc 
oaths  as  far  as  it  was  poflible,  and  dcfirei 
upon  this  head,  that  fome  rule  might  be  el 
any  thing  of  the  like  nature  happened  for 

After  mature  deliberation,  .the  fathe 
clared,  that  the  firfl  oath  could  not  oblige 
far  as  it  was  not  contrary  to  juftice  ;  that 
,done  to  all  the  world,  and  that  therefore 
fupport  his  mother-in-law  and  his  brothers-in-law  againft"*'^'" 

^  Alhhohs.  Magn.  Chron.  *  Cone.  torn.  vi.  p.  1194.^"^-  '. 

Cone  Hifp.  torn.  ji.  p.  7*1.  *  Aft.  Concil.  Tolet,  xt. 

nbi  fupra.  •  Ferrera),  Hift.  Hifpana.  P.  iii.  feft.  7. 

5  Ai.FHOBS.  Magn.  Chron. 

any 
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any  others  th^  thofe  who  fet  up  ill-founded  claims  and  un-* 
juft  demands*     They  added,  that  theoath,  if  taken  in  ^- 
¥our  of  his  fubje£ls»  could  not  oblige  them  any  £mher  than 
jnftice  required,  and  that  the  extent  of  this  was  to  be  deter** 
mined  by  the  judges  S.     This  great  point  fettled,  the  coaa- 
cil  feparated ;  nor  was  there  any  thing  of  importance  done, 
.except  vindicating  their  prefident  Julian^  metropolitan  of 
Toledoy  againA  the  pope,  who  pretended  to  queftion  the  €x- 
.thodoxy  of  certain  expreflions  that  had  been  ufed  in  explaia* 
ing  myfteries  of  a  high  nature;    and,  in  doing  this,    the 
.council  afted  very  roundly,  not  only  .without  (hewing  the 
leafl  fubmiflion  to  him,  but  even  with  a  vifible  air  of  diftafte 
at  his  conduA ;  yet  at  Rome  they  were  fo  far  from  refenting 
this,  as  in  later  times,  that  the  decifion  of  the  council  was 
received  as  fatisfaflory,  and  the  difpute  thenceforward  bu- 
ried in  oblivion  K     The  good  archbi(hop  did  not   furVivc 
two  years,  and  then  left  behind  him  a  chara^r  for  learning 
and  piety,  which  has  rendered  his  name  venerable  ever  lince, 
not  only  amongft  his  own  Jiation,  but  throughout  the  wfiole 
literary  world ». 
Sifeb^,       His  fucceiTor  in  the  fee  of  Toledo  Vfas  Si/ebert,  who.  is 
metrapo/i'  fuppofed  to  have  been  a  perfon  of  very  high  rank  and  qua* 
tano/To'  lity  amongft  the  Goths^  but  he  was  withal  a  man  infolentJy 
Icdo,  cctt'  proud  and  extravagantly  ambitious,  which  put  him,  withm 
-^"*^^         two  years  after  he  had  received  this  extraordinary  favour, 
f'?^''-^ '  'upon  one  of  the  boldeft  afts  of  ingradtude,  as  well  as  one 
wf//5i-   ^^  ^  ranked  confpiracies,  that  ever  entered  into  the  heart 
f^/y/       of  maa^.     In  a  wojd,  the  fcheme  he  had  formed  was,  to 
cut  off  the  king,  the  queen,  and  all  their  children ;  and  his 
intereft  was  fo  extenfive,  his  addrefs  fo  great,  and  his  in* 
trigues  fo  well  laid,  that  he  had  gained  a  multitude  of  people 
of  all  ranks  to  abet  even  fo  wicked  and  traiterous  a  defign  '« 
Yet  he  could  not  man^e  his  affairs  fo  cunningly,  but  that 
the  king  had  notice  of  his  fchemes,  which  he  defeated  by 
xaufing  his  perfon  to  be  fecured ;  and,  tho'  fome  of  his  par- 
tifans  actually  broke  out  into  rebellion,  yet  the  king,  by  his 
prudent  management,  and  by  attending  in  time  to  the  fup* 
preffion  of  their  attempts,  quickly  reflored  the  tranquillity 
of  the  kingdom ;  and  then  fummoned  a  council  of  Toledo, 
to  judge  of  the  puniihment  prop^  to  be  inflifled  on  this 
turbulent  prelate.    His  caufe  was  accordingly  heard ;  and  he 

s  Ada  Concil.  praedi£t.  ^  Fbrreras,  Hiftoria  Hif- 

pana,  P.  iii.  fedi.  7.  '  Caw,  Hift.  Literaria,  torn.  i. 

E.  596.  ^  Vasmi  Chron.  ^  Adl.  Concil.  To- 

t<  xvi. 
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vfB3  depoled,  tot  hayiag  confpired  againft  the  life  of  the 
kiog,  the  queen,  and  their  children  m  •  which  was  as  far  aft 
they  cduld  go,  for  he  was  ftili  left  to  the  king's  profecutioli 
in  the  ordinary  courfe  of  juftice,  who,  out  of  refpeft  to  hift 
dignity  and  charafter,  was  content,  nocwithftanding  hii 
^norAiotis  offence,  to  bamih  him  out  of  his  dominions  '^ 

Bbforc  the  clofe  of  the  year,  the  difeov^y  of  a  new  cop-^^  Jews 
fpiracy  conftrained  the  king  to  aflemble  another  council.  This^**^ ''«^ 
fcheme  was  as  deep-laid  and  as  dangerous  as  the  former ;  f^r  ^  'z^' 
rile  y^wx,  who  were  fcattered  throughout  all  the  proviUGce,**^'?**  . 
had  concerted  a  general  infurredion,  and,  in  confequetice  of^/J[j,^ 
their  inteiligeOGe  with  others  c^  thdr  own  nation  in  4f^i^^yjviji^ 
Were  itv  hop^s  of  being  ftpong  enough,  with  the  help  or 
thefe  foreign  auxiliaries,  to  fliake  ofi*  the  yoke.    The  kin^. 
by  his  vigilance,  prevented  this  rebellion  from  breaking  oat ; 
and  the  council,  which  met  on  the  ninth  of  November  ftc 
haadred  ninety-four,  decreed,    that  all  JewSy  who,   after 
baptifm,  ihould  cither  return  to  their  old  religion,  or  con* 
fpire  againft  the  king,  (kould  be  made  flaves,  aikl  lofe  dil 
thdr  ^eSi%  ^.    They  farther  prohibited  the  permitting  th^e 
people  for  the  future  the  public  exerctfe  of  their  religion ; 
and  direfted  their  chjldren  ihould  be  taken  from  them  At 
fevea  years  of  age,  in  order  to  be  brought  upChrifllans  ^» 
it  is  very  probaUe  that  this  might  cotttribute  to  prevent  t4ieir 
breaking  out  into  rebeilion  ;  but  certainly  it  could  have  no 
gpeat  etfeA  towards  i«emoving  their  dKaffeAion  to  a  govern- 
ment that  treated  them  with  fo  much  feverlty.     We  have 
not,  however,  any  diftinft  account  of  the  manner  in'  which 
this  law  was  carried  into  execotton,  or  of  any  farther  fteps 
taken  by  the  king  to  keep  them-  in  fubjeftion ;  tho'  we  may 
naturally  conclude,  from  the  difpofition  of  this  prince,  and 
from  the  clrcumftattces  of  the  na^on,  that  this  was  not 
omitted  <I. 

The  Saracens  in  Africa  having. conquered  the  beft  part^w^''  h 
of  Mauritania^  and  -having  a  good  fleet  upon  the  coaft  to.^^  ^^'^ 
4ittend  the  motions  of  then:  army  on  (hore,  Egiza  thought '^'^*f*' 
it  a  point  of  prudence \o  fit  out  a  navy  for  the  defence  of  his  ^^^l^'/Ta- 
dominions.     This  was  accordingly  done,  under  the  command  Qq<^^  ^^ 
of  Theodomiry  who  is  on  probable  grounds  believed  to  have  q;i^onQuj. 
been  either  the  fon  or  the  fon-in-law  of  this  monarch,  being 
one  of  the  perfons  devoted  to  deftruftion  by  Sifeberfs  con- 

■*  Cone.  torn.  v.  p.  1327.    Cone.  Hifpana,  torn.  ii.  p.  735. 

»  VASitii  Chron.  <>  Ad.  Concil.  Tolet.  xvii.           »  Cone. 

com.  vi.   p.  1361.  Cone.  Hifp.  torn.  xi.  p-  752.          ^  VASiei 
Chron.. 

•  .Mw).  Hist.  Vol.  XIX.  F  f  fpiracy. 
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fpiracy  '•     The  young  pi^iace  had  not  been  long  at  fea,  be- 
fore the  infidels,  confident  of  their  own  (Ireugihy  and  de- 
ipifing  the  youth  and  inexperience  of  the  young  admiral,  at« 
tacked  the  Gotit,  which  brought  on  a  .general  engagement^ 
and  this,  after  an  obftinate  difpute,  ended  in  a  decifive  vic- 
tory in  favour  of  the  latter,  by  which  Theodomr  delivered 
S^in  from  its  prefent  apprehenfions,  and  difappdnted  the 
hopes  of  thofe  who  wiihed  for  a  foreign  invafion,  to  givi£ 
weight  to  their  fecret  .confpiracies,  from  which  Egiza,  tliro' 
the  whole  courfe  of  his  reign,  was  feldom  or  never  free ;  yet 
it  was  not  long  before  the  expe^ations  of  the  malecontents 
were  revived  by  a  war  that  broke  out  with  the  French  '. 
Rupntrtm     It  is  not  very  clear  what  the  motives  were  to  this  rupture, 
thtfidtof  oc  indeed  with  whom  it  happened ;  for  at  this  junAui^  the 
France      kings  of  France  had  fo  little  real  power,  that  they  could  not 
tikmuife^    much  diAurb  their  neighbours ;  fo  that  it  is  generally  fup- 
^f^^^     .  pofed,  und  in  regard  to  this  war  we  have  no  better  light 
hwni^trts  ^^^  conjeftures,  that  the  dukes  of  A^uiiain  and  Gqfctmyy 
jQon  vtur.  jjj^yj^jg  jjj  ^  great  meafure  rendered  themfelves  independent, 
m^de  an  irruption  into  Spain^  or  rather  into  the  CaUu:  fXQ^ 
vince  that  belonged  to  Spainj  which  obliged  Egiza  to  fend 
a  confiderable  army  into  thofe  parts  ^     In  the  courfe  of  this 
war  there  were  no  lefs  than  three  battles  fought,  in  which 
the  Goths  had  no  advantage,  and  the  French  were  alfo  no 
great  gainers,  which  made  both  parties  fo  weary  of  the  war, 
that,  as  it  rofe,  fo  it  ceafed  gradually  ;  and  Egiza,  by  keep- 
ing good  garrifons  on  his  frontiers,  difcouraged  thoie  ir- 
vaders  from  repeating  their  vifits;  with  which  he  was  fo 
well  fatisfied,  that  it  does  not  appear  he  ever  aded  ofien- 
fively  againfl  chefe  enemies ".     It  is  probable,  that  one  prin- 
cipal caufe  of  his  moderation  was,  his  being  grown  far  into 
years,  and  the  firong  defire  he  had  of  feeing  the  tranqutility 
of  his  dominions  thoroughly  ellablilhed  before  bis  death. 
%         With  this  view  he  propofed  to  the  nobility  afibciating  his 
fon  JVit'iza  with  him  in  the  government,  that,  amidfl;  fo  many 
perils,  the  kingdom  might  run  no  unnecefikry  ha^rd  by  thofe 
diforders  which  almoft  conilantly  happened  ,upon  a  vacancy 
of  the  throne.     His  arguments  had  fo  much  weight  with 
them,  that  they  readily  yielded  to  his  requeft ;  and  the  old 
king  thereupon  fent  his  fon  into  Galicia,  where  he  kept  his 
court  in  the  city  of  Tuy,  that,  having  the  adminiftration  of 
a   province  in  his  own  hands,  he  might  be  accuflomed  to 
.bufinef^,  and  be  more  capable  of  ruling  the  Goths  when  he 

'  IsiD.  Pacens.        *  Acphons.  Magn.  Chron.        <  Fsaft. 
Hift.  Hifpana*  P.  ill.  fe6t.  7.  *  Vasai  Chron. 
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became  the  fole  monarch  of  fo  potent  a  nation^  and  of  (b  etr 
tenfive  a  dominion  as  they  at  this  time  enjoyed  ^.  The  de* 
fign  was  certainly  Worthy  the  5vifdora  of  Egiza*,  and,  If  it 
had  not  all  the  confeqilences  that  he  expeAed,  it  was  no 
greater  a  difappointment  than  might  attend  whatever  plan  a 
finite  underftanding  coUld  devi(*e>  as  being  more  efpecially  im- 
peded by  accidents  he  cotlld  Hot  forefee,  and  which  he  could 
not  have  prevented  if  he  had  foreffeCn  *. 

*  The  king,  as  it  became  a  wife  prince,  whtfn  he  perceived  Tit  ^- 
that  his  fon's  great  abilities  and  many  amiable  qualides  had  cUh'on  of 
gained  him  the  affeftions  of  the  people,  refolded  to  fanftifjr  Witlaa 
what  had  been  already  done  With  the  coilfent  of  the  nobilitjr  ^^'tw' 
by  the  approbation  of  a  council,  which  he  caufed  to  be   ^  ^^Sf* 
fammoned  for  that  purpofe  at  Toledo,  in  which  Felix,  me-  ^^^     ^' 
trppolitan  of  that  city,   pf efided  Y,  but  the  afts  of  it  are 
unfortunately  loft.     We  fhould  have  had  no  memorial  of 
this  aflembly  at  all,  but  for  the  care  of  fome  ancient  hifto* 
rians,  who  have  barely  mentioned  the  place  where  it  wad 
held,  and  glVcn  us  fome  light  aS  to  the  reafon  the  king  had 
for  holding  it,  which,  it  feems,  it  effeftually  anfwered ;  but 
whether  any  thing  more  of  moment  was  done  therein,  or  of 
what  nature,  they  are  filent  who  could  have  informed  us, 
and  have  put  us  under  a  necefRty  of  being  filent  likewife  •. 
This  was  one  of  the  laft  public  afts  of  Egiza's  reign,  and 
muft  in  all  probability  have  afforded  him  very  high  fatisfac- 
tidn,  as  it  gave  him  a  fair  profpeft  of  fecuring  to  his  fon  a 
peaceable  entrance  into  the  government,  and  to  his  fubjefts 
the  quiet  enjoyment  of  that  felicity  which  it  had  been  his 
ftndy  to  procure  for  them  during  tlie  continuance  of  a  long 
and  profpcrous  reign  », 

The  weight  of  years,  and  the  load  of  thofe  infirmities  BgizaV 
\vhich  accompany  them,  brought  Bgiza  to  his  grave  in  a  very  4ieath,  and  , 
(hdrt  time  after,  that  is  to  fay,  in  the  month  of  OEfober  in  ajuftificm* 
the  year  fcven  hundred  *,  or,  as  others  aflert,  and  perhaps  tionofbit 
with  reafon,  in  the  preceding  year  <=.     Some,  but  thefe  arc '^^^^''*'' 
for  the  moft  part  modern  writers,  accufe  this  monarch  of 
cruelty,  efpecially  at  the  entrance  of  his  reign  ;  which  can- 
not, however,  be  eafily  reconciled  to  the  high  commenda- 
tions for  his  clemency,  beftowed  upon  him  by  feveral  coun- 
cils, which,  if  they  had  been  contrary  to  truth,  muft  have 

"^  l9iD»  Pacens.    Alphons.  Magn.  Chron.  *  Roderic. 
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|)ee!l  equally  injurious  to  them  and  to  him  ^«    Bcfides,  it  is 
pettaia,  that,  not  loilg  after  his  acceiTion,  jie  pardoned,  and 
jreflbred  to  the  rank  pf  a  lord  of  the  palace,  Theudermnd^  a 
pobkman,  ^vhoin  his  uncle  Wamha  had  banifhed  and  de-^ 
^aded.*^.    It  is  alfo  yhiverfally  allowed,  that  he  was  a  princf 
pf  great  piety,,  that  he  leir<4aed  the  weight  of  taxes,  and  that 
he  was  very  ftrift  in  the  adminiHratipn  of  juflice.     The  no* 
tion  that  has  pre\^iled  of  his  having  repudiated  his  queen  at 
his  firft  conning  to  the  crown.  Teems  to  have  no  other  foun- 
dation than  the  mill^ihg  the  true  fen(e  of  a  canon  made  by 
one  of  the  cpuncils  at  TffUdo  ; .  and,  tho'  it  is  countenanced 
i>y  fo  great  a  .writer  as  Mfinahd,  is  very  juftly  rejefted  by 
Ferrerat.    .Upon  the  whole,  he  was  a  vigilant  and  vij^orious 
monarch,  laboured  incellantly  to  bring  things  into  good  or- 
4er9  and^  as  far  as  it  was  poflible,  to  provide  the  beft  reme- 
^dies  for  tbofc  evils  which  he  CQuld  npt  eradicate  ^    His  repu- 
diation and  his  power  prcfervcd  his  Icirigdom  in  peace,  an  A 
the  people  of  iS/<jm.  mfuch  wealth  and  plenty,  that  the  lu- 
jcury  this  produced^  proved  very  foon  after  fatal  to  their 
iafety,  but  ought  not  to  prove  fo  to  liis  reputation.     H4 
without  queftion  hoped  they  would  have  made  a  better  ufc 
of  that  abundance  whicli  they  acciimulated  from  the  happy 
^tuation  and  rich  produce  'o£  their  qountry,  and  from  Oxc 
wifilom  and  lenity  of  his  admtnlftration,  which  did  not  fall 
in  any.  degree  ihort  of  thgt  of  his  predeceflbr  g, 
Witiza*/        WiTiz^A  was  no  fooricr  informed  of  his  father's  deafii, 
tuiioms^at  ^^»  leaving  Twy,  he  rehired  to  Toledo^  where  he.began  his 
the  StgtM'  reign  with.luch.cxtraordmary  a^s  of  gpodnefe  and  clemiency, 
mimg  of  bit  as  gained  him  the  affe^iohs  of  liis  Jubje^s  to  a  degree  of 
r«£WrX«y  adoration.    He  granted,  in  .the  firA  pfacc,  an  aft  of  general . 
tbt  hearts  amncfty,  recalled  all  that  had  been  baniflxed  by  his  father 
vf  hisjub'  qh  the  fcQi-e  of  tjieir  infidelity  tp  f^amha^  or  having  had  a 
jeai,        ihare  in  the  confpiracy  of  5^irr/.,  metropolitan  pf  Toted9, 
He  not  poly  recalled  them,  at^d  reftored  them  to  their  eftates, 
but  likewife  reverfcd  every  thing  that  had  been  done  againft 
^them,  which  put  them  into  full  pofTeiEon  of  their  former 
'  .honours,**.     He  was  not  content  'with  doing  this,  but,  being 
defirous  that  all  jranks  and  degrees  of  his  people  (hould  feel 
the  eflefts  of  his  generous  difpofitipri,  he  caufed  all  the  re- 
giUers  and  books  of  account,  in  which  there  were  any  eh-  \ 

I 
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tries  of  fines,  impofitions,  or  taxes,  remainiDg  due  to  tbc 
crown,  to  be  thrown  into  tjie  fire,  and  To  releafed  them  all  at 
once  K  We  need  not  wonder  that  Aich  a  prince  as  this  was. 
exceflively  commended  ;  nor  is  it  at  all  ftrange  that  thefe  ex- 
ceffive  commendations  had  a  bad  efFed  upon  a  young  man  of 
a  gentle,  generous,  and  debonair  difpofition*  Yet  we  cannot 
imagine  it  happened  all  at  once,  or  that,  from  bis  behaving 
With  the  greateft  moderation,  kindnefs,  and  tendernefs,  to- 
wards his  people,  he  (hould  imm^diatdy  become  vicious  and 
profligate  in  the  moft  extreme  degree  ^.  This  mnft  certain)^ 
appear  very  improbable ;  and,*  as  no  authority  is  bropght  tp 
fupport  this  charge,  there  is  the  greatefl:  reafon  to  believe 
that  it  is  ill  founded  ;  and  that,  if  Witiza  became  in  reality 
fuch  a  monfter  as  he  is  reporteil,  he  funk  gra4uaUy  into  vice$ 
and  debaucheries  as  other  men  do. 

.  In  the  firft  veor  of  his  reign,  he  held  a  general  council  4t  The  fife's 
Toledo  \  in  wnich  Cumkric^  metropolitan  of  that  fee,  prc-.Af'***^ 
iided  ;  a  prelate  uniycrfally  extolled  for  his  piety,  and,  which  *V^^!^ 
is  ftill  more  remarkable,  for  his  zeal  and  fortituck  in  oppofing  '*'  '7*15. 
the  king  in  his  ill  cqjarfes,  and  remonArating  to  him  the  bad  ^pJoSl^ 
effeAs  his  vices  would  have  in  weakening  Jiis  gbvernioiient, 
and  corrupting  his  fubje<fls  ™.     Such  a  man  could  not  b6  fuf* 
peAed  of  countenanciing  wicked  actions,  .and. much  leis  of 
giving  them  credit  by  the  decrees  qf  fucH  an  aflembly,  tbe 
afts  of  which 'are  long  ago  deftroyed  ;  but  if,,  in  this  coua- 
cil,  an  attempt  made, by  .the  pope  to  fettle  his  jurUdiflion  in 
Spain  was  reje(5led  with  contempt,  and  treated  as  a  ufurpa- 
tion,  we  may  eafily  find  a  reafon  why  the  aifls  of  this  coun- 
cil were  either  deftroyed,  or  w\th-held  from  the  lights.    If, 
in  the  fame  altembly,  any  canon  was  made  for  allowing  (ecu- 
lar  priefts  to  marry,  we  may  eafdy  apprehend  that  this  did 
not  arife  from  any  intention  of  indulgmg,  but  rather  frooisa 
defire  of  reprefling,  the  corruption  of  the  clergy.    We  cisk 
likewife  eafily  fee,  that>  as  things  now  ftand,  and  have  lonjg 
ftood,  in  Spain,  it  is  by  no  means  fit  that  any  fuch  ciooa 
(hould  appear ;  and  this  will  account,  to  any  uoprejudicra 
mind,  for  the  methods  in  which  thefe  fads  are  related  ia 
the  Spanijb  hiitories  ®. 

We  muft,  however,  admit,  if  we  will  give  credit  to  the  Wtii* 
unanimous  voice  of  the  Spanijb  hiftorians  la  thefe  and  in  fuc-^***** 
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Mfoluii  in  eeedtng  dmcs,  that,  within  a  ftiort  time  after  the  deceafe  of 
tb$  m9fi     his  father,  mtika  fuffcred  himfelf  to  be  feduced  by  his  na- 
gjftrmidi'  tural  propeufity  to  plcafure,  by  the  bafc  infmuations  of  flat* 
/r«,  tfni/V  Bering  courtiers,  md  by  that  ftniling  profpeft  ofprofperity 
Miralfy    jjjjjj  jjjj  attended  his  father's  virtues  and  his  own,  to  digreis 
^^'^'       from  that  path  which  he  had  hitherto  trod,  and  to  make  ex- 
curfions  unwortliy  of  a  wife  man  and  a  great  prince.^    lo 
ihort,  he  gradually  gave  way  to  fenfual  inclinations,  till  at 
laft  he  abandoned  himfelf  wholly  to  women,  which  in  him 
bad  its  ufual  efFefts,  that  is;it  increafcd  his  defire  of  com* 
manding,  in  proportion  as  it  weakened  his  underftanding  \ 
From  being  diflblutc  only,  he  quickly  became  unjuft  ;  and, 
having  dcfertcd  his  queen's  t«d,  he  invaded  the  beds  of 
other  men ;  a  crime,  which,  however  common  among  jprinces, 
is  ootwithftanding.  the  moft  compendious  method  ot  filling 
op  their  iniquities,  and  condufls  them  by  the  very  fhortcft 
pit  from  general  efteem  to  univerfal  execration.    Cunderk 
tpld  him  this  early ;  but  IVitiza  was  not  to  be  rcftrained  ;  ho 
was  mifled  by  thofe  tranfports  of  loyalty  which  he  had  be- 
Jield  in  his  people,  fimply  imagined  they  would  keep  their 
duty  when  he  forgot  his  own,  and  that  the  fervour  which 
his  virtues  had  ralfed  would  not  be  extingui(hed  even  by  his 
vices «,    But  jn  the  fpace  of  a  few  years  he  found  his  mif- 
take,  and  that  a  perfuafion  of  his  having  lod  his  people's 
hearts  encouraged  fome  to  think  of  arming  their  hands  againft 
him  ;  which  difcovery,  inftead  of  convincing  him  of  the  nc- 
ceflity  pf  reining  their  good  opinions,  by  taking  a  contrary 
courle,  prompted  him  to  another  vice,  more  hateful  than  the 
former,  which  wa3  cruelty  ;  a  ftep,  which,  as  it  made  him 
.  It  much  worfe  n^an,  made  hini  fo  much  the  more  hated  ^. 
In  all  countries,  jfooner  or  later,  like  caufes  will  produce  the 
^me  efledls,  but  their  operations  are  /oonefl  perceived  amongft 
a  free  people :  flav(>s  have  indeed  refentmeht,  and  a  danger* 
ous  relentment,  but  then  it  is  fUent ;  whereas  amongA  a  free 
peoplie,  thofe  who  are  injured  pomplain. 
fiUfinfi        In  the  train  of  his  debauches,  be  came  at  length  to  have 
ff  *^i      as  little  regard  for  decency  or  honour  as  for  the  diftates  pf 
V!^i^     l^^  confpience,  or  the  laws  of  his  country ;  fo  that  the  dacgh- 
/    ^  ten  and  wives  of  the  moft  diAinguifiied  perfons  abdut  his 
JEwf/Cw    ^^^^  ^^tpppd  as  frequently  into  the  pumbcr  of  h}s  concu^ 

*  ALPHoifs.  Magn.  Chroi^,    Lyp.  Tod^n^    RoDEaicTo* 

let.  I.  iii.  V  IsiD.  Pacens.     Alpmons.  Magn.  Cliroii. 

'  Vas^i  Chr<>n»  ▼  f  j^np^SRAi  Hift.  (}e  Hifpana,  P.  iii, 

luaa 


C.  1.  ibi  Yifigoths  tH  Spain.  455 

1>iQes,  ai^  the  irregularity  of  his  pailions  led  him  to  caft  his 
eyes  upon  them  preferably  to  others  \  By  thi$  imprudent 
as  well  as  impudent  procedure,  he  provoked  thofe  who  were 
moft  able  to  hurt  hun ;  but,  liaving  intelligence  of  the  firft 
confpiracies  that  were  raifed  againft  him,  he  delivered  him- 
feif  by  exiting  fuch  as  he  had  moft  reafon  to  fufpeAn  Ao^OQgft 
thefe  were  fome  princes  of  the  royal  family,  particularly 
Theodofred^  the  brother  of  king  Recefmntho^  whom  he  fent 
to  Cordova^  where  fome  fay  he  can  fed  his  eyes  to  be  put  out, 
that  he  might  be  in  no  condition  of  mounting  the  throne, 
which  however  is  not  to  be  depended  Upon  \  with  him  went 
his  fon  RoderiCf  who  adually  fucceeded  IVitiza  r.  At  this 
time  alfo  it  ^  believed  he  banifhed  Pelagius,  who  is  gene« 
rally  held  to  be  the  fon  of  Favila,  who  was  likewife  brother 
to  king  Rece/idnthp,  If  we  fpeak  doubtfully  of  thefe  genea- 
logies, it  is  that  we  may  avoid  mifleading  the  reader ;  for 
we  make  no  queftion  at  all  that  thefe  were  princes,  that  is, 
defcended  from  crowned  heads  among  the  yijigoths^  but 
from  whom,  and  in  what  degree,  is  very  uncertain,  and  fo 
it  ought  to  be  underftood.  Mariana  would  have  us  believe, 
that,  while  Witiza  refided  at  Tuy^  he  killed  Favila^  the  fa- 
ther of  Don  Pelagius,  with  a  blow  of  a  batoon,  or  com- 
manding ftafF,  at  the  time  this  prince  was  captain  of  his 
guard,  which,  as  we  have  elfewhere  obferved,  does  by  no 
means  agree  with  thofe  high  and  univerfal  praifes  beftowed 
upon  JVitiza  at  his  accefEon  to  the  throne  *• 

He  is  alfo  fald  to  have  done  other  ftrange,  wicked,  and  ^id  to  h 
even  wild  anions,  which  are  many  of  them  improbable,  and  guilty  of 
fome  of  them  impofEble.    Among  the  firft  may  be  reckoned  Hforicus 
a  law  he  is  faid  to  have  made,  permitting  his  fubjeds  to  fo9lip  «»d 
have  as  many  wives  as  they  pleafed ;  and  another  for  break-  "^<**»^ 
ing  to  pieces  and  dcftroying  arms  of  every  kind,  under  pre-     j'^t* 
tence  that  he  would  render  them  needlefs,  by  maintaining  his  ^y/,-^. 
people  in  conftant  peace ;  tgwards  which*  this  would  have  l^^lg^ 
been  a  very  fooiifh  ftep  *.   Amongft  the  latter,  we  may  juiUy 
range  another  law,  (aid  to  be  of  his  making,  for  difman* 
tling  every  town  in  his  dominions,  except  the  cities  of  To* 
ledo,  Tuy,  and  AJiorga^   which  could  not  be  true,  becaufe 
the  Moors  found  many  of  them  very  well  fortified,  and  were 
put  to  a  great  deal  of  trouble  in  reducing  them.     We  have 
no  intention  to  extenuate  his  vices,  or  apologize  for  his  con* 
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dttft ;  bat»  with  the  wifer  aad  more  judidons  of  the  ^pani/b 
liiftorians,  to  expofe  thofe  eaaggeratioos  which  are  unworthy 
of  belief.  W%u%a  might  be  a  wicked,  and,  in  that  fenle,  a 
weak  prince,  without  bdng  a  madman  or  an  idtf^t  ^.  His 
vices  grew  npon  him  daily,  more  efpecially  after  the  death  of 
Cunderk^  who  was  fucceeded  by  hindered  in  the  fee  of  TV 
fedo )  a  man  who  is  (kid  to  have  complied  with  his  prince,  af 
the  expence  of  his  confcieoce  aad  his  function ;  and  it  ts 
Jikewife  aflerted,  with  great  probability^  that,  mifguided  by 
the  bfid  esiample  of  the  court,  the  people  in  general  became 
}axurious,  indolent,  and  vicious,  which,  as  it  was  very  na* 
tural,  leflened  them  in  the  efteem  of  thdr  neighbours,  and 
prepared  the  way  for  that  ruin  in  which  they  were  quickly 
After  fwaUowed  up.  We  mnft  now  turn  our  ef es  upon  thc^ 
whom  Providence  made  the  fcourges  of  a  diflblute  monarch 
imd  a  d^g^oerate  people^  and  take  notice  of  the  firft  flepS 
that  were  made  towards  their  deftruition  ^  (G). 

Walid 

^  FsRs-EEAs^  ^  Isinoi..  Paceas*    Alphoni.  Magn^ 

8hron.   Luc.  Tadsn«» 

<G)  We  are  told  by  Marian^  his  ceeature  in  aaotfaer,  than  to 

and,  upon  his  credit,  by  m^y  croud  them  both  into  one  fee, 

later  writers,  that.^;W<pr#^/,  n>c-  As  to  this  hindered ^  he  has  a 

tropolitan  of  Tcltdo^  admitted  very  indifferent  charafter  given 

Oppast  the  brother  of  kingJfir-  him  on  all  fides,  and  therefore 

h'xtf,  or,  as  fome  fay,  hift  fon,  we  prefume  he  deferved  it  ( 1 ). 

as  his  coUegite  in  that  fee(S)  1  Bot  what  feems  to  fhew  him  in 

fo«it  for  chit  there  is  no  fdfi^  the  wnrft  light,  is  hit  flying  to 

cientauthority  alleged,  nor  is  it  to^^me,  whentheMrorj  bccaoiA 

eafy  to  difcern  why  the  king  mailers  a(  Sfaiu^  where  he  fup* 

ihould  pi^t  Sindered  under  fuch  vived  many  years,  for  we  £nd 

k  diJfHcuUy,  who  is  £aid  to  have  him,  in  the  ytax  feven  hundred 

beea  fo  complaifant  to  him  as  to  twentv-one,  aMing  at  a  coon- 

feftrain,    and  even  to  puni^t  til  held  there  by  pope  Gregory 

fack  of  Ihe  il^gy  at  would  the  fecond  (2],  who  no  doabt 

ita«s  admoniftcd  him  of  his  coafideredhim  as  archbifliopof 

vfcei*      The  aacient  writers  Toledo  •  which  however  was  not 

tf^^k  of  Ofpits  9d  aneo^poliun  te  cafe  in  Spiavh  where,  upon 

of  SrvUlif  not  of  7ol^  (9) ;  hit  abdicanng  his  fee,  the  cler- 

^d  it^  feems  more  agreeable  to  gy   choTe  Ihhamu  to  fucceed 

the  king's  interell  to  have  his  him  (3),  which  is  a  proof,  that, 

brother  at  the  head  of  a  large  to  the  vety  laft  moment,  the 

juirifdidion  in  one  place,  and  Sfat^fi  church  maintained  her 

t%).  W'fi^or.  dt  JSfptfiat.  If*„fi^f.  19,  (ft)  ffi^  Bacent.  Chnn.  gifp. 

ij)  Itfiftrrc  r^iftr.  !tby}»,  {%)  Bmih  &ai,  (3)  ^,  i»#c«ri 

indepeiideiic|« 
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Walid  was  at  thk  dpie  khalif  of  the  Siaraeens,  taii  MiiM  Maza  ^« 
liraa  tl^e  general  who  coflamanded  his  forces  ia  the  maritime  Af^f*^' 
pgrts  of  Africa,    He  had  already^  by  order  of  hU  maAer,  ^*»  w^'r^ 
rednced  the  reft  of  Mauritania  under  his  obedience,  and  re-  "  ^ff^J'j 
fblvcd  to  finifti  his  conqueft  by  driving  the  Goths  ont  of  the  V  '^''^ 
(sr^  part  of  that  country  of  which  they  were  poilefled  *•.  j^k^ 
)t  was  with  this  view  that  he  marched  dire£tly  with  ft  avme^  ^ 
roHs  ^rmy  to  form  the  ii^e  of  Ceuta^  in  whijefa  count  Julian 
commanded,  who.  is  faid  to  have  efpoufed  the  After  of  O^ioi 
aod  of  king  IVitiza,    He  was  certainly  a  man  of  great  quar 
lity,  and  an  excellent  c^Ecer,  of  which  he  gSfVe  a  noble  inr 
fiance,  by  defending  this  place  with  fuch  (kill  and  mtrepidity; 
that,  after  confiderable  lofs  before  it,  Muza  was  obligad  to 
raife  the  iiege,  stnd,  as  a  proc^  of  his  relib&tment  for  want 
of  fuccefs,  he  ravaged  and  deftroyed  all  the  adjacent  xaoiia* 
try  without  mercy  ^.    Some  time  after  this,  hearing  ftiU  in 
'  his  mind  the  anger  kindled  by  t;his  defeat,  he  caufed  a  poiw^ 
^ful  fleet  to  be  fitted  out,  diat  he  might  try  whether  the 
Goths  were  as  able  to  defend  themfelves  at  fea  as  on  flipre. 
Witiza  had  no  fooner  intelligence  of  this,  than  he  lifcewife 
equipped  a  powerful  navy,  under  the  command  of  prince 
Theodomir^  who  had  been  before  viftorious  Over  this  enemy, 
aad' was  fo  fortunate  as  to  defeat  them  again  ;  Which  oUigod 
Muzaio  ponfider  his  future  attempts  better,  though  at  thd 
fame  time  it  ferved  to  augment  that  indignation  he  had  con* 
ccived  againft  the  Goths^  and  which  was  evpr  after  implar 
cabled 

This,  as  Tome  jodiclous  ,Spani/h  writq^  bbferve,  onght  Witiz^t 
to  have  opened  the  eyes  of  the  monaroh  cf  the  Goths,  and  comtinuis 
eHcited  in  him  an  aALve  and  diligent  zeal  for  putting  hb  do*  '*  a^^te 
jcnkiions,  more  efpeciaUy  their  fea  coaftSi  into  the  beft  ftate  ^ff*^^^* 
of  defence  pc^iblc.     But  when  men,  and  mord  efpecially  *V^^^^ 
princes,  devote  themfelves  intirely  to  pleafure,  it  fo  enervates  ^* 
then-  faculties,  and  clouds  their  underftandings,  that  thoy 
remam  in  a  kind  of  dead  ileep,  in  which  deftrudlion  gene-* 

'  RoDERic  Tqlet.  Hift.  Arab.  ^  Fear.  Hifi.  Ulfpana, 

P,  iv,  fee.  8.  '  UiD.  Pacens, 

independency.    It  is  so  impro«  lafi  conncil  at  TohtUf  and,  ont 

bable  coDje£lure,  and  we  men**  of  complaifance  to  his  neur 

tion  it  barely  as  a  conj^ore,  matter,  Jiifier  them  to  be  de- 

that  this  Sindtndf,  who  was  {q  ftroyed  at  R^me,  where,  ftoni 

compkifant  to  Witiza  in  the  the  nature  of  their  contents,  it 

worft  part  of  his  reign,  might  J^ooctobeezpedodtheyftouhl 

carry  away  the  refio^  .of.  .tf)^   meet  with  aagr  quarter. ; 

rally 
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rally  finds  diem  <•  But,  befides  this  negleft  oF  fFitiza, 
to  take  tke  meafures  neoeiTary  in  focricicara  coojuafture, 
there  was  another  circnmftance  that  could  not  fail  of  retard* 
ing  his  progrefs  in  that  refpeA,  though  he  might  have  been 
fo  inclined  ;  and  this  was,  the  fufpicions  he  had  of  the  fide* 
lity  of  many  of  his  fubje%,  which  rendered  it  extremely 
dangerous  for  him  to  raife  forces  in  different  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  who,  inflead  of  refilling  foreign  enemies,  might 
have  turned  dieir  arms  againft  himfeif  ^  We  may  from 
hence  difcera,  that  the  condition  of  Spain  at  this  time  was 
(bch  as  really  invited  the  Moors ^  a  refllefs  and  martial  nation, 
to  attempt  an  invafion,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  difabled  the 
Geihi  from  exerting  themfelves  in  a  manner  otherwife  natu- 
ral to  a  people  who  had  efiablifhed  themfelves  in  Spain  by 
oonquefV,  and  who  had  hitherto  defended  their  territories  by 
the  fame  courage  and  difcipline,  through  the  exerdfe  ci 
which  they  had  been  acquired  i  (H). 

All 

f  Alphoks.  Magn.  Chron.    Luc.  Tndens.    Rodbric  To- 
Ict.  1.  iii.        ^  Vasjei  Chron.        ^  Luc.  Tudens. 

(H)  There  is  no  part  of  ilftf-  dently  were  in  wealth  and  la-> 

rittnat   hiftory     written    with  xury.     We  may  alfo  remark 

frester  folidity  of  thought,  or  (the  rather,  becaufe  hitherto  it 

eaaty  of  expreffion,  than  where  has  efcaped  obfervation),  that 

he  defcribes  the  ftrange  dege-  in  thefe  times  all  who  had  any 

neracy  of  the  Vifigoths^  and  that  deji^ee  of  property  were  waited 

oniveHal  comlption  by  which  upon  by  (laves,  than  which  lio- 

they  might  be  faid  to  qualify  thing  contributes  fo  much  to 

themfelves  for  deftrufiion.  By  enervate  the  fbreof^h  of  a  conn- 

their  conqoeft  of  the  Sun;i^  by  try ;  for,  by  a  fervile  fubmiium, 

the  expnlfion  of  the  Greeks^zini  thev  lo'e  all  fenfe  of  honour, 

from  the  confu&on  into  which  and  confequently  all  fpirit  and 

the  Trtnch  monarchy  fell  under  courage,  at  the  fame  time  that 

their  lad  kings  of  the  firft  race,  they  render  thofe  they  ferve  ex* 

the  Goths  had  no  enemies  left  ceffively  indolent,  and  infpire 

to  ftruggle  with  ;  and  this  long  them  with    an    infupportable 

peace  produeiag  vaft  riches,  to  haughtitters,  that  renders  them 

which  may  be  added  the  difpe-  utterly  unfit  for  difcipline  ;  fo 

fition  of  the  t)iree  preceding  that,  however  tomoltqoas  and 

kings  to  court  the  good-will  or  feditious  in  time  of  peace,  they 

their  fubjeAi,  by  ftudying  what  ean  never  be  brought  to  andcar* 

might  be  moft  acceptable,  ab-  go  the  hardfhips  and  fatigues  of 

folntely  turned  their  heads,  and  war.    iFitixa't  great  fault  was, 

made  them   believe  that  they  that  he  foothed  his  fubjeas  in 

were  as  much  fuperior  in  power  this  manner  of  living,  at  the 

to  other  ni^tioqs  as  they  evi*  fooie  time  that  he  encouraged 

theoi 
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All  the  arts  that  Witiza  could  ufe,  aad  all  the  precautions  Aci*vil 
that  his  diffidence  could  infpire^  proved  in  the  end  inefiec*  t^ar  at 
tual  for  pr^vcndng  the  defeftion  of  his  fubjcfts,  who,  taking  ^«f '^ 
the  advantage  of  the  diftrafted  ftate  of  his  affairs,  began  to  ^J^^'  ••'• 
fhake  off  all  refjpeft  for  his  government  in  feveral  diftant  J*'-^' 
provinces.      koderiCy  the  fon  of  Theodofredy  availing  him-  ^!l/^L 
felf  of  this  general  difpofition,  was  quickly  in  fuch  a  ftate,  a^W**. 
as  to  form  pretenfions  to  the  regal  dignity  ;  fo  that  a  dvil 
war  began,  and  confufion  ferved,  as  it  commonly  does  in  all 
countries,  as   the  prelude  to  univeral  deftruftion*^.    The 
king's  thoughts,  being  taken  off  from  the  care  of  the  public, 
were  from  this   time   intirely  turned  to  the  prefervatioa 
of  himfelf  and  of  his  family :  on  the  other  hand,  the  re- 
bels  and  malecontcnts,  having  their  own  fafety  chiefly  ia 
view,  were  afliduous  only  in» bringing  that  revolution  to  bear 
which  might  free  them  from  all  fear  of  puniihment  from 
Witiza  ;  fo  that  the  apprehenfions  of  prefent  and  immediate 
danger  on  both  fides,  hindered  rither  party  from  di(cerning 
the  peril  they  were  in  of  being  totally  overthrown  by  an  en- 
terprifing  and  vigilant  enemy,  that  kept  an  eye  continu^y 
upon  their  divifions,  and  expelled  with  impatience  when  a 
proper  opportunity  would  offer  for  renewing  their  endeavours 
to  extend  that  empire  which  they  had  lately  eftablifhed  in 
Jfrtca  over  the  oppofite  country  in  Europe^  whichlthey  knew 
to  be  rich  and  flouriihing,  and  which  thefe  hungry  and  ra- 
pacious conquerors  had  a  longing  defire  to  plunder  ^   Of  thia 
they  very  fpeedily  gave  another  pregnant  ioftance,  even  be** 
fore  things  were  altogether  ripe  for  making  a  general  inva- 
iion ;  but  by  what  means  they  were  led  to  this  expedition, 
.is  not  eafy  to  determine  ^^^  though  we  concette  the  followiiu; 
at  leaft  a  probable  account, 

k  AtPHOKs.  Magn.  Chron.    Lvc.  Tudens.    Vasjei  Cliroii. 
<  RoDBRic  Tolet.  Hift.  Arab,  *  Mariana,  Matbrvs 

TuaquET,  Ferreeas. 

them  in  it  by  his  own  example,  conne^on,  which  Diviiie  Pro- 

withoat  ever  refleding,  that,  to  vidence  has  eilablilhed  between 

difable  a  nation  from  making  enormous  vices  and  their  *iade- 

war,^   maft  inevitably  deprive  qoate  punifhmen^,  may  foffi- 

them  of  the  power  of  maintain-  ciently  fatisfy;  and  in  this  fenfa 

Ing  peace.    There  is  no  need,  their  aef!ru6Uon  was  a  judgment 

therefore,  of  prying  into  the  from  heaven,  which  they  might 

tolls  of  deftiny,  in  order  to  ae-  have  averted  by  a  timely  ehanga 

count  for  the  fodden  ruin  of  this  of  ma9ner$. 

great  people^  fince  that  fettled 

Tift 
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^hefrfi         The  pernor  c^  Mauritania  for  thekhalif,  Muza^  ^ter 
4^fn/       long  meditatipQy  judged  the  moft  probable  means  of  fubdn* 
m/tdf  hy     ing  Spain^  yras,  tp  gain  a  foQting  therein,  by  (eizing  either 
t^  Moor*  ("Qn^g  ftrong  place,  or  foine  fmall  diftrift  that  might  l)e  eafily 
'*•  AA9       fortified  ;  and,  having  this  projeft  once  in  his  mind,  it  was 
^^  /'*'  not  long  before  he  perceived,  that  the  peninfiila  fronting 
Gibraitar.  4f^i^>  ^^^  within  four  leagues  of  his  owq  province,  was  the 
'  fitted  that  he  ^guld  deAre  for  (uch  a  purpofe.     He  made 
*choice,  therefore,  of  Tarick  or  Tarif  Jbuzara  to  command  a 
fn^  body  of  troops,  which  he  caufed  to  be  embarked  for 
the  execution  of  this  deUgn,  about  the  fuccefs  of  which  au- 
thors differ  extremely ".     '^he  Spanifb  writers  fay,  that  he 
landed  with  fo  fmall  a  £orce,  that  be  was  fpeedily  repulfed, 
and  obliged  .to  return  to  4frica ;  whereas  fome  of  the  Ara* 
htans  afTert,  that,  findipg  the  Goths  engaged  in  a  civil  war, 
he  ravaged  all  the  co^fb,  and  returned  to  Muza  with  an  ac- 
count that  hjis  enterf^rize  >irould  be  found  a  great  deal  more 
eaCjT  than  himfelf  had  imagined  ^.     Others  maintain,  that  he 
went  yet  farther,  and  that  he  eftablifhcd  himfelf  here,  be- 
ilowing  the  name  of  Gclzlra  Haladra,  i-  e.  ^he  Gre^n  //land, 
afterwards  contra<H;ed  into  Algeicira^  on  the  whole  tra^,  and 
that  oi GebelTarick^  which  by  degrees  has  been  foftened  intp 
Gib^dUar^  on  ,the  promontory  and  fortrefs  which  he  erefte^ 
there  ^  (I).     This,  in  the  ientimeat  of  the  moft  judicious 
\  c£ 

*  Alphohs.  Magn.  Chron.    Luc.  Tudcns.    Rodehic  To- 
^t  0  Chroh.  de  Albayd.  Mohammed  Ebnalgocia* 

•?  SBAaiFOL  Snaisi,  five  Geog.  Nob. 

(I)  In  QbBlsence.to  his  maf.  an  old  oficer  who  bad  bnt  oae 

ter's  commands,  it  is  faid,  that  eye,  yet  in  great  efteem  with 

ilfifxa  acquainted  conntju/imi^  his  mafter,  and  held  the  fitteft 

he.was  yvilUng,  in  purfqance  of  amongft  all  under  his  i^mmand 

jijs  ^dvice,  tp  make  an  attempt  to  form  a  right  jadgment  6( 

upon  Spain ';  but  that  the  fitua-  what  might  be  expeded  from 

tion  of  affairs  in  jf/ric  was  fach  count  J^am%  intrigues  and  in- 

at  «hia^me,  ,chat  ,it  jvoald  not  tereft  (0.    We  have Tet  down 

permit  him  to  fpare  any  great  the  >^rtf^iV  names,  as  beAowed 

|n  umber  of  men  ;  and  on  this  on  the  ifland  a^d  promontory, 

account  dnl^  one  jiuj^pd  horle  in  this  ratiier  than  in  the  next 

and  four  bnndred  foot  were  em-  .e^p^ition,  in  which  we  ^i£er 

^^rk^  on  hoard  four  trading  from  f'erreras  (2),   though  we 

^(htps, .  and  ^t  .i^ver  o^der  the  xely  ^pon  the  (ame  authority  (3). 

'    ^cond«£l  of  f«rM  EJmiiacmr;  h^c^pC^  it  Appears  mach  mora 

(i)  MsTfHts  if  Mtndijar,  Exsmfn  ebntififofiet  del  mio  in  pu  catrare*  Ut  Afr- 
fM  M  /r/>«M,  Pmt.  xxu  (a)  Uifidfia  dtSfpoMd,  P,  if.  /«f.  S;  {i^^SU* 
rtfklj^iiriji  i«  Gtsfrtf^ 

'  natoial 
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of  the  ip^yh  critics,  is  actotinted  the .  firft  cAttanit^  df  thb 
Moors^  the  ftcp  by  which  they  pt^pared  for  a  geheral  con- 
q\jidft ;  and,  from  a  nice  and  judicious  dcHtaparifon  of  fiiAs 
aod  dates,  they  Hxed  this  itttrodndory  etpedition  of  Tar^ 
Ahuzdra  to  the  year  of  our  Lord  feveii  htthdbed  and  nine  ^ ; 
und  %  In  this,  diey  have  not  hltthe  exaifl  truth,  wemaybb 
)ic  leacft  certain,  that  they  come  as  near  it  ai,  at  this  difiance 
of  time,  and  with  the  few  lights  which  can  be  derived  frdh 
antieot  writers,  it  is  poffibte ;  and  therefore  widi  this  wb 
mufl  be  content ;  for,  thoifgh  nothitig  is  of  greater  import- 
ance to  the  hiftory  of  Spain  than  the  fiJcing  of  this  period, 
yet  too  much  nicety  therein  would  ferve  obly  to  deceive  us. 

While  Muza  was  contnytng  in  what  m^n^er  he  migh^ ^0m# ^«/^ 
moft  effeftiially  avail  his  msAer  of  what  had  been  akeady  '^'^^  ^ 
done  and  difcovercd  in  Spain^  the  civil  war  went  on  between  f''  '/•* 
king  Witiza  and  Don  Rodtric,  tifl  Ac  death  rf  the  former )^^y  a^ 
put  tlie  latter  in  poffeffion  of  the  kingdom,  but  without  put-  ^f^JJ^^ 
ting  an  end  to  the  war ;  for  Evan  and  Sifebut,  the  fons  of  juiiaa. 
Witiza^  having  been  long  accnftomed  to  be  ftilcd  princes, 
could  not  thiide  of  being  degraded  into  the  rank  of  private  ' 
p^fpns.  with  patience,  and  therefore  took  every  method  that 
could  be  devlfcd  to  mafke  theutmoft  ufe  of  their  father's 
creatures,  \t  order  to  fet  one  of  them  upon  the  throiae  *". 
It  was  to  compafs  this  end,  that  they  bqgan  to  intrigue  with 
the  Saracens',  and,  as  if  the  miferies  of  their  country  were 
not  already  tpo  many,  to  propofe  to  thcfm  fending  an  knny 
into  Spain^  which,  tlu*ough  the  intrigues  of  count  Julian^ 
they  were  more  than  enough  inclined  to  do '.    It  mufl  ap- 
pear ftrange  to  an  attentive  readier,  that  this  noble  perfonage, 
who  but  a  fhort  time  before  had  done  his  country  fiich  a 
'remarkable  fervice  by  the'^iiefence  of  Cfw/a  againft  this  very 
man  and  fliiis  very  nation,  (hould  how  go  over  to  their  inter- 
efis,  and  labour  to  tlirow  his  country  into  the  moft  miferable 
condition  that  can  pofiibly  be  conceived  ^    It  muft  be  ima- 
gined, that  he  was  drawn  to  .this  either  by  the  promife  of 
a  prodigious  recompence,  or,  which  is  rather  to  be  expefted 
in  a  maa  of  his  birth  or  quality,  by  too  deep  refentment  of 

9  MoNDEjAH,  Eit^menChronologico..  '  L^uc.  Tadcns. 

RoiDEmc  ToJet  Vas^i  Chron.  •  Roderic  Tolct.  Hift. 

Arab.  ^  Mariana,  Maysrne  Tur<^et,  Ferrerai. 

'  natural  that  hew  names  fhould  'ever,    being  apprifed  of  this, 

"be  given  tb  places'at  firft 'light,  'will  decide  as  to  him  ihall  fcem 

than  when  they  become  more  reafonable. 
'£imiliar.     The  reader,  how- 

3  .       fomc 
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feme  pcribnal  iiijary.  This  taft  i%  adopted  by  moft  hiAof 
riaos,  aady  in  fome^  w6  find  a  copious  and  circtunftaada} 
account  of  the  manner  in  which  king  Roderic  ravifhed  his 
daughter  Cava^  with  a  long  train  of  particulars  that  viit? 
bly  betray  the  romance.  Thofe  who  are  more  defirous 
of  finding  truth,  are  very  far  from  being  pofitive  whether 
it  was  the  daughter  or  the  wife  of  count  JuUan  that 
was  thus  injured  ;  and  fome  modern  critics,  after  enterii^ 
clofely  and  deeply  into  this  inquiry,  inftead  of  foking  thote 
doubts,  have  introduced  a  new  and  greater  difficulty  with 
TefpeA  to  the  king  by  whom  this  injury  was  done,  and  who 
they  think  it  very  probable  was  not  Roderic^  but  Witiza  \ 
Others  again,  reflecting  upon  thefe  uncertainties,  and  that 
none  of  the  ancient  SpAniJb  chronicles  afford  the  leafl  him 
of  this  matter,  conclude  the  whole  to  be  a  fable,  which 
therefore  theyrejeft  intirely  ^  (K). 

But, 

"  RoDBR.  S ANT II  Epifc.  Palcot.    Alpons.  a  Carthag.  Regi 
Vk^mi  Chron,  ^  Mamtuak,  Pollicer. 


(K)  It  is  certainly  not  a  litde  ' 
unfortunate  for  the  credit  of  this 
ftory,  that  IfiJort  of  Badajoz, 
Don  AlphortJothtGxtzx^  and  the 
aathor  of  the  Chronicle  of  Ai' 
iajda,  the  three  moft  ancient  at 
well  as  moft  aathentic  writers 
concerning  thefe  times,  (honld 
not  mention  or  take  the  leaft 
notice  of  it;  fo  that  till  the 
archbiftiop  Don  Roderic  of  To' 
iido  brought  it  to  light  from 
the  memoirs*  and  on  the  faith, 
of  the  Arabians  (4),  it  was 
fcarce  known  in  Spain  i  yet  it 
might  for  all  that  be  very  true, 
and  the  doubts  raifed  concern- 
ing it  are  not  fo  much  founded 
in  die  fa£t,  as  in  the  circum- 
ftances  with  which  it  is  related. 
For  it  is  faid  that  Roderic,  king 
of  the  Goths,  accidentally  difco- 
vcrine  from  a  window  Cava, 
the  daughter  of  Don  Julian, 
who   then  attended  upon  the 

* 

(4)  De  rebus  HiJpUHis,  /.  iii.  i^p,  19* 


queen  Sgilona,  half  naked,  be« 
came  in  love  with  her  to  fuch  a 
degree,  that,  findiftg  every  me- 
thod he  could  take  to  corrupt 
her  virtue,  vain,  he  at  leogtfa 
employed  force.  Upon  this, 
file  wrote  to  her  father ;  and 
Mariana  has  given  us  her  letter 
at  large,  v4uch  is  one  of  the 
ornaments  of  his  hi  ftory,  and 
Don  Juliana  anfwer,  who  af* 
ter wards  returned  into  Spain^ 
and,  diflembling  the  injury  he 
had  received,  prevailed  upon 
the  king  to  fend  him  ambaflSu 
dor  to  Mnxa,  anJ  to  permit 
him  to  carry  his  daughter  with 
htm,  which  opportunity  he  took 
to  perfnade  the  Saracens  to  un- 
dertake Che  conqueft  of  Sftaim 
(5).  Now  moft  of  thefe  fa£b 
may  very  probably  be  true,  ff, 
inlUadof  kingi?0^V,  wefub* 
ftitute  Witisca,  in  who(e  time, 
as  we  have  already  (hewn,  count 

(5)  MsrieuMf  Bifi.  Wfpmnm^ 

Juiian^ 
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But  without  carrying  the  matter  fo  far,  W9  mrf  9HICIW Byhiifer^ 
the  Arabian  writers  ',  who  in  thi$  refpedl  had  as  good  titky^^^** 
to  be  well  informed  as  the  Spanifb^  may  be  in  the  right  as  to  Muza 
the  affiflance  given  Mu%a  by  Doi^  Julian^  moved  to  this  in-  "^"^j 
excufeable  and  barbarous  conduA  by  refenting  fome  flagrant y^*"" 
injury  done  to  him  at  home,  while  he  was  defending  ^'^l^^^ 
conquefts  of  the  Goths  abroad,  not  only  againit  the  prince 
v^ho  committed  the  offence,  but  agalnft  his  innocent  fubjedls, 
and  Don.  Julianas  own  countrymen  X.     This  was  no  more 
than  Witiza's  Tons  likewifc  did,  and  their  uncle  Oppas^  who 
was  metropolitan  of  Seville^  who,  to  preferve  a  precarious 
principality^  were  content  to  abandon  a  part,  and  thereby 
hazard  the  whole  of  Spain^  through  the  bringing  in  of  thefe 
infidel  auxiliaries  *.    By  the  perfuaiion  of  count  Julian,  as 
their  own  writers  fay,  Muza  made  a  fecond  and  much  more 
confiderable  embarkation,  under  the  command  of  a  new'  ge- 
neral, whofe  name  was  Tarick  Abdalahi,  who,  with  upwards 
of  feven  thoufand  men,  accompanied  by  count  Julian^  landed 
near  Gibraltar,  and  from  thence  made  inroads  into  the  ad- 
jacent country  2.     The  Saracen  general,  being  thoroughly- 
informed  of  the  divifjons  of  the  Goths^  and  how  little  king  - 
Roderic  was  In  a  condition  to  oppofe  them,  refolved,  even 
with  fo  inconfiderable  a  force,  to  attempt  the  reduAion  of 
the  whole  kingdom ;  and,  that  this  de/ign  of  his  might  not 
be  difappointed  by  his  foldlers  endeavouring  to  return  with 
their  fpoils  into  Africa^  he  caufed  his  fleet  to  be  fet  on  fire 

"  RoDER.  Tolet.  y  MoifDEjAR»  Examen  Chrono- 

logico.  *  VASiKi  Chron.  •  Geograph.  Nubi- 

en/1  RoDiRic  Tolet. 


Julian  began  his  intrigues  with 
the  Moon*  The  great,  indeed 
the  only,  objedion  to  tllis  is, 
that,  in  the  facceeding  part  of 
the  hiftory,  we  find  count  Ju- 
lian a^ng  in  concert  with  the 
fons  of  Witixa^  which  feems  to 
be  inconiiftent  with  the  refent- 
snent  fhewn  againft  their  father. 
7  he  anfwer  to  this,  howevet,  is 
both  eafy  and  natural,  fince 
Marmol,  who  was  an  inqoifidve 
and  intelligent  writer,  pofitive- 
ly  ailiires  us,  thathe  found  it 
recorded  in  an  ancient  hiilory 


of  thofe  times,  that  this  trai- 
tor was  the  brother-in-law  of 
the  king  he  betrayed,  and 
we  may  believe  the  wife  of 
count  Julian  was  Witizat 
After  (6),  and,  confeqoendy, 
thofe  yoang  princes  were  his 
nephews.  We  may  add  to  this^ 
that  the  reign  of  Roderic  was  (b 
ihort  and  fo  fall  of  troubles, 
and  his  own  perfonal  charad^r 
in  othei:  refpe^U  fo  fair,  that  no- 
thing can  be  more  improbable 
with  refpe^t  to  him,  than  this 
imputation. 


{fiyMtniei^r,  ExamtB  Cbrwicgiee,  Par,  zxii. 
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tsfote  hU  intentions  were  generally  known ;  but  it  is  to  be 
fttppbfed  that  h^  gave  propel*  notice^  as  well  of  what  he  de- 
iigned  to  do,  as  df  What  he  had  already  done,  to  Musui, 
firoin  whom  he  derived  hl^  authority  K    This  is  confldered 
^  the  fecond  tnvafion  oF  the  Moors,  and  is  by  many  writers 
confounded  with  the  firft,  becaufe  the  forces  landed  at  the 
fume  pkce ';  but  the  beft  authorities  place  this  in  the  year 
ifeveh  nutidred  aiidte&c. 
j^.     n^.      Tiift  ^ife  govern6r  of  Mauritania,  who  had  rendered 
dcr^  oA  Wmfeif  accountable  to  the  khalif  his  mafter  for  the  fucceis 
femhlit      '<>f  ^^  ^^^  he  hild  Undertaken,  intirely  approved  this  mea* 
'witb  ifijffi'{^Tt,  as  thinking  the  force  already  fent  over  by  no  means 
aJiy  an     proportionable  to  fuch  a  de/ign,  though  he  was  at  the  famfi 
mrmtfriai^}Xi^t  Ycrf  well  pleiifed  that  his  general  was  in  po(Ie£ioB  of 
i0  refifi     '2,  fdrtrefs  and  port  where  for  the  future  he  might  fend  reln- 
toem.        iforcements,  as  occafion  required  *.     But  believing  it  necet* 
fary,  in  the  fi^ift  pWe,  to  have  a  fuperior  army  in  the  field, 
he  got  toigetheir  as  many  veflH^  as  was  poflible,  and  drew  out 
of  his  army  twelve  flfioufand  men  more,  moftly  natives  of 
Mauritania,  from  whence  the  conqueft  of  Spain  is  attri* 
^utbd  to  the  Ifloors,  kad  fent  them  over  under  the  command 
of  Tdrick  Abincier,  whom  he  declared  general  and  com- 
Diizitider  In  chief,  and  who  had  mnrudions  to  extend  his 
conquetts  as  far  as  he  was  able,   without  hazarding  his 
troops  too  much  by  marching  into  the  heart  of  the  country  *"• 
tVe  muft  tla'turally  conclude,  that  the  contrivance,  providing 
neceflaries,  and  carrybg  this  fcheme  into  execution,  mull 
}uvebeen  attended  With  various  delays,  and  occafioned,  on 
the  whdle,  a  great  confumption  of*  time,  infomnch  that  we 
cannot  ealily  conceive  this  new  general  could  take  the  field 
b^rethe  lumm€r  (ff  fevta  htmdrod  and  efeven,  at  whith 
*time  he  found  'king  Roderio,  who  had  already  brought  his 
af&irs  into  fome  order,  at  the  head  of  a  fmall  army,  ready 
to  i^pofe  him,  and  at  the'&me  dme  to  cover,  as  far  as  he 
was  able,  all  the  open  country  behind  liim  from  the  incur- 
'fiotis  of  the  Moors,  who,  as  they  had  a  corifiderable  body 
'61  horfe,  made  where-ever  they  came  a  ,moft  dreadful,  de* 
vacation,  and  exerciicd^  by  the  advice  of  Don  Julian^  and 
with  a  view  to  ilrike  a  taror  that  might  render  refiAance 
•vain,  the  moft  inhuoHm  cruelties  upon  the  unarmed  and  de- 
fencdela  idhabitanttf. 

^  Isii>.  fflcens.    Chron.  Albayd.  «  FsmaAs,  Hilt 

Hifpana,  P.  iii.  fea.  8.  *  RoDBaic  Tolct.  •  Fsia. 

HiHoria  Hifpana,  P.  iv.  fed.  8»  ^  Isin.  Pacent. 
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The  reader  will  difcern  that  hitherto  we  have  had  but  zReafinj/of* 
very  indiftinft  account  of  this  laft  monarch  of  the  Vifigoths^  the  great 
and  for  this  plain  and  fliort  reafon,  that  there  is  no  better  to^V'^^^^yff 
be  had.    We  have  no  anthcntic  relation  of  the  place  or  man-  '^"  ^^"?f 
ner  of  Witiza's  death,  or  of  the  folemn  eleftion,  or  at  leaft^/fP^*""* 
recognition,  of  Roderic  afterwards ;  for  things  were  now  in   '■^^'^' 
fuch  diforder  and  confafion,  fo  many  evils  were  felt,  fuch 
Dumberlcfs  dangers  threatened,  and  this  calamitous  fcene  was 
of  fo  long  a  coQtinuan<^e,  that  very  few  people  had  any  incli- 
nation to  put  the  tranlaftions  of  thefe  times  into  writings 
till  it  became  impoffible  to  fpeak  of  them  with  that  correft- 
nefs  and  accuracy  that;  pofterity  might  wifli  or  expeft  *.     It 
is  indeed  true,  that  fome  hiftorians  afterwards  ftepped  in, 
and  in  a  good  meafure  filled  up  this  chafm  with  incongruous 
and  fuperftitious  ftories,  below  the  dignity  of  hiftory ;  and 
which  have  fo  obfcured  any  traces  of  truth  that  may  remain 
aoiongft  them,  as  to  prevent  the  bringing  them  together  in 
a  Way  that  might  afford  the  reader  any  tolerable  fatis&dlion ; 
and  therefore  it  is  much  better  to  content  ourfelves  with  a 
few  fafts,  that  are  tolerably  well  fupported,  as  being  drawn 
from  the  fliort  chronicles  of  ancient  writers,  than  to  have  re- 
courfe  to  thefe  fabulous  fupplements,  which,  tho'  they  might 
entertain  and  amufe,  could  not  either  inform  or  ihftruA  ^  (L). 

Thb 

<  Mariana,  Mayerns  Tvrc^et,  Fbrrbras,  Hiftoriad* 
Hifpana,  P.  iv.  fed.  8.  ^  Roder.  Santii  Epifc.  Paient« 

A L PONS,  a  Carthag.  reg.  Hifpan.  Anacephalaeoiis. 

(L)  The  reports  concerning  time  in  a  miferable  condition 

the  death  of  iFitizM  (for  what  (7).     Some  again  affirm,  that 

we  have  in  modern  hiftorians  he  died  of  ficknefs  at  Toledo, 

inuii  beefteemed  as  taken  front  and  was  baried  in  the  church 

tradition,  iince  the  ancient  wri-  of  St.  Leocadia^  on  the  twentieth 

ters   before-mentioned  contain  of  December  feveil  handred  and  / 

nothing  upon  that  fubjedl)  were  ten,  fays  a  certain  writer,  upon 

not  only  various  and  uncertain,  whofe  credit,  however,  we  can<* 

but  at  the  fame  time  inconfiftenc  not  rely  (8).     Yet  in  this  re«< 

I  and  contradictory.     According  fped  he  cannot  be  very  far  in 

,  to  fome,  he  was  killed  in  battle  the  wrong,  for  towards  the  lat« 

by  fach  a&  adhered  to  Don  ^0-  ter  end  of  this  year  happened 

deric ;  Others,  that  he  was  not  '  his  deceafe,  if  the  abled  among 

killed)  bat  taJcen,  fent  prifoner  the  Spanijb  critics  are  not  mil* 

to   Cardoofa^   and,  having  his  t«ken  in  their  judgments.   To 

eyes  put  oat,  lived  there  fome  juftify  farther  what  is  faid  in 

{7)  Roder,  Santii  Epifc.  Paitnt,    j1l/,rf,  s  Carthage  rifr-  ftijfant  Anactfheh' 
Ueiifii,  (%)  Maxim,  Chrou* 

Mod.  Hist.  Vol.  XIX.  G  g  the 
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Both  par'       The  king  of  the  Vifigoths^  perceiving  plainly  that  this 
ties  deter'  kind  of  defenfive  war  would  by  degrees  wafte  his  army,  and 
mine  to  put  i^y^  his  fubjefls,  and  being  at  the  fame  time  confcious  that 
theijffke  o/]^Q  was  in  no  condition  to  adl  ofTenfively,  laboured  witji  all 
tbtngsupen  imaginabie  induftry  to  heal  the  divifions  that  had  been  fo 
u  battle*     fatal  to  his  country ;  and,  with  this  view,  made  fome  pro* 
politions  to  the  fons  of  IVitiza,  yrho  had  flill  a  confiderable 
party  at  their  devotion.     Whether  thefe  young  princes  re- 
pented of  their  paft  conduA,  and  entered  into  the  king's 
reafons,  or  whether  they  refolved  to  poftpone  their  refent* 
ments  for  the  prefent,  and  to  refume  them  when  a  more  ft- 
vourable  opportunity  ofier^,  is  very  uncertain ;  yet,  what- 
ever their  intentions  were,  it  is  generally  agreed  that  they  al- 
tered, their  behaviour,  accepted  the  terms  offered  them  by 
the  king,  and  joined  his  army  with  their  forces  K     The 
Moorijb  general  Tarick^  being  informed  of  this,    and  that 
Roderic  was  putting  himfelf  at  the  head  of  all  the  troops  he 
could  raife,  in  order  to  afl  ofFenfively,  fent  an  exaA  account 
of  every  thing  to' Muza,  demanding  a  reinforcement,  that 

'  Fbrreras,  Hiltoria  Hifpana,  P  iv.  ftdt  S. 


the  text^  it  may  not  be  amifs  to 
reprefent  fuccinAly  a  dory 
which  Mariana  tells  os  from  an 
Jrahian  author  of  Don  Roderic^ 
which,  as  they  have  placed  it, 
muil  have  happened  early  in 
his  reign  (9).  There  was,  it  is 
laid,  a  certain  flradure  in  Tole- 
do^ iHIed  the  enchanted  palace, 
which  was  very  carefully  lock'd 
up  ;  and  the  current  tradition 
was,  that  whenever  this  place 
ihould  be  opened,  the  monarchy 
of  the  Goths  would  be  qaickly 
overthrown.  Don  Roderic,  it 
feems,  took  it  into  his  head, 
that  this  was  only  a  political  in- 
vention of  his  predecefTors  to 
fecure  their  wealth,  which  he 
fanfied  mull  be  depofited  in  this 
hoafe,  under  fuch  a  variety  of 
bars  and  locks,  all  of  which  he 
caufed  to  be  broken,  and,  hav- 
ing thub  forced  an  entrance,  he 


found  the  place  altogether 
empty,  except  that  there  was  an 
iron  chell,  which  he  aifo  direc- 
ted to  be  forced  open,  and 
therein  a  piece  of  cloth,  with 
armed  men  painted  thereon, 
and  an  infcription,  fignifying, 
that,  very  foon  after  this  fhoaid 
be  brought  to  light,  Spain  would 
be  fubdued  by  men  refembling 
thofe  that  were  there  painted  ; 
a  piece  of  intelligence  that 
made  him  quickly  repent  his 
ill-timed  curiofity.  Mariana ^ 
to  excufe  himfelf  for  inferting 
this  idle  tale,  alleges  he  was. 
unwilling  his  readers  fhould  be 
unacquainted  with  an  cven( 
tranfmitted  by  tj  adicion  ;  and[ 
it  is  inferted  here  to  jullify  ouc 
remark  on  the  fabulous  circum- 
fiances  interwoven  by  certain;, 
writers,  for  want  of  fafts  wor-! 
thy  of  hiilory. 


(9}  RoJer,  Tolet,  de  nbut  H'fpdn,  /•  iii,  r«  l;. 
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he  might  be  In  a  condition  to  difpute  matters  with  the  enemy, 
in  cafe,  after  this  alteration  of  their  affairs,  it  fhould  come 
to .  his  turn  to  aft  on  the  defenfive  '^.  Muza  no  fooner  re- 
ceived this  Intelligence,  than  he  caufed  a  body  of  five  thou- 
fand  men  to  embark,  and  fent  frefti  inftruftions  with  this  re- 
inforcement to  his  general,  who  now  thought  himfelf  in  a 
condition  to  keep  the  field,  and  even  to  give  them  battle  i^ 
he  was  forced  to  it '.  This  was  indeed  the  only  method 
Roderic  had  to  take ;  his  army  was  more  numerous,  he  had 
the  flower  of  his  nobility  about  him,  and  he  (aw  that  things 
could  not  remain  long  in  the  fituation  they  were  in,  unlefs  ic 
was  in  his  power  to  give  the  Modrs  fuch  a  check  as  might 
oblige  them  to  return  again  to  Africa  ;  he  therefore  difpofed 
every  thing  in  the  beft  manner,  he  was  able  for  a  general  en- 
gagement, which  he  knew  muft  be  decifive ;  and  omitted 
nothing  that  was  in  his  power  to  infpire  his  troops  with  the 
hopes  of  viftory,  by  reviving  the  ancient  fpirit  of  valour, 
and  regard  for  the  )>ublic  welfare,  which  had  rendered  them 
invincible  in  former  times  °>.  His  prefence,  his  eloquence, 
and  his  aftivity,  had,  as  bight  be  well  expefted,  a  great  in- 
fluence over  his  army,  infomuch  that  they  received  this 
propofition  with  applaufe.  Though  the  feafon  of  the 
year'  was  far  advanced,  and  themfelves  much  fatigued  by 
their  frequent  endeavours  to  cover  the  country,  yet  they 
ihe  wed  themfelves  willing  to  exert  their  utmoft  power  to  rid 
themfelves  once  for  all  of  fuch  dangerous  ^nd  troublefome 
neighbours  ;  and  Roderic^  upon  this,  without  fuifering  their 
courage  to  cool,  alTigned  all  his  geperals  their  proper  pofts, 
and  marched  dircftly  towards  the  forces  of  the  MoorSi  ^^  de* 
termine  the  fate  of  Spain  by  a  fingle  aftion  ^  (M). 

The 
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(M)  We  find  in  feme  hifto- 
rians  a  loog  detail  of  this  war, 
in  which  the  troops  of  king 
Roderic  zx^  faid  to  have  been 
commanded  by  a  general  named 
Sancho  ;  but  as  we  find  nothing 
of  this  in  authors  of  indubitable 
authority,  we  fay  notiiing  of 
him  in  the  text.  There  feems 
to  be  as  little  regard  due  to  the 
fine   fpeeches  of  king  Roderic 


'  Ferreras. 


in 


Ron,' 


and  the  Moorijh  general  Tarick^ 
which,  it  is  eafy  enough  to  dif- 
cern,  were  framed  on  the  model 
of  ancient  hiftorians,  and  may 
perhaps  be  not  only  elegant  but 
ufeful  in  the  general  hiflory  of 
Spain,  though  quite  without  the 
compafs  of  our  plan  (i).  We 
wi|r  content  ourfelves,  there- 
fore, with  obferving,  that  the 
river,  on  the  banks  of  which 


(i]  Mariana^  Hifiori'a  ^  Efpana,  tib,  vu 
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7be  total      The  Moors,  on  their  fide,  were  vciry  far  from  decliaing 
Je/eat  of    the  engagement,  an4  fought  only  to  avoid  fighting  with  anj 
/^/Spaniih  manifeft  difadvantage  of  ground.     At  length  the*  two  armies 
/T?'  r     ^^^  *^  ^  plain  near  the  town  of  Xeres  de  la  Froniera,  on  the 
fLc^  banks  of  the  river  CuadcUte,  about  three  leagues  from  y/r- 
thicflv    -"^^^»  ^^  ^^^  kingdom  of  Jndalujia,  as  it  is  now  called.     The 
mrch'        Goths  charged  with  all  the  fury  that  is  commonly  infpiredby 
-     defpair  ;  but  the  Aloors,  wh©  were  old  feafoned  troops,  re* 
.    ccivcd.  them  with  fuch  firmnefs  and  intrepidity  as  quickly 
diminifhed  their  fire.     They  made,  however,  feveral  brilk 
efforts  to "  penetrate  through  the  infidels,  but  in  vain ;   for 
the  number  of  experienced  officers  amongft  them  kept  the  * 
{bldiers   to  their  duty,  and  hindered  them  from  rendering 
viftory  precarious  by  too  early  a  purfuit  **.     At  laft,  how- 
ever, the  O'oihs  being  intirely  broken*  the  Moorijb  cavalry 
.  fell  in  amongft  them,  and  made  prodigious  flaughter,  ren- 
dering their  viifVory  as  complete  as  they  could  defire  ;  for 
the  Goths  flying  without  any  order,  or  fo  much  as  knowing 
where  to  feek  for  fafety,  more  were  killed  in  running  away 
than  had  fallen  in   the  a<^tion ;  and  the  fcattered  remains 
difpcrfed  in  fuch  a  n^anner,  that,  if  their  generals  had  at- 
tempted, it  would  have  been  very  difficult  to  have  brought 

®  Elmacxn,  Epit.  Ilift.  Saracen.  1.  i. 

this  fatal  battle  was  fought,  rs-  ccflary,  it  is,  to  have  recourfe 

ceived  its  name  from  diis  very  to  the  Jrabic  writers,  in  order 

action,  and  that  too  not  in  the  thoroughly  to   underfland   the 

fcnfc  that  fome interpret  it,  as  if  hiftory  of  Spain  l^i),     !Bot  then 

CuadtUti  implied  Rio  H^l  Olin-  it  requires  a  stty  nice  judgment, 

.   i/<7,or  Ri'ver  of  Ohli'vicn^  where-  and  very  great  caation,  to  mak« 

as  the  ArMans  called  it  Guadel  a  right  ufe  of  what  afilllance 

L^det^  which  in  Spar.ijh  is  Rio  they  offer,  fince  their  afredioa 

del  Del  he ^  that  is^  the  Riier  of  for  the  marvellous   leads  them 

Dfli^-hf,  in  honour  of  the  glory  frequently   into  fuch   excefies, 

t!iey  acquired  by  deciding  the  as  fenders  it  extremely  difficult 

{:<ic  of  a  kingdom  in  a  fmgle  to  dilHnguifii  how  much  or  bow 

batfle   (2).      This  method  of  little  there  is  of  truth  in  what 

dian^ing  and  impofing  names  they  write.     The  fame  hnmoor 

was  ever  cultomary  amongll  the  alio  prevails  amongll  many  of 

CuiLcm  uai:ion.s,  as  appearb  fiom  the    Spanijh  authors  who  have 

fevi;ral  paila^es  in  the  Scrip-  publiCied    hiftorics     of    thofc 

trres,  and,   like  moll  pf  their  times,  of  which  we  ihall  firc- 

ctiitcms,    continues   ifi    ufe  to  quently  have  occaiion  to  tak^ 

this  day.    This  remark  fhews-  notice  in  the  coorfeof  our  fab- 

ui  how  expedient,  and  even  ne-  fequent  fedions. 

^  njutnjtit/Srtihicsi,    MariBUj^  tTgrtirau 
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even  a  fmall  body  of  them  together.     We  are  not  told  what 
the  numbers  were  that  fell  in  this  bloody^  difpute,  but  with-  ^\ 

out  queftion  the  lofs  on  the  fide  of  the  Goths  muft  have  been 
very  great ;  and  yet  this  was  not  their  utmoft  misfortune,  but 
their  having  no   place  of  retreat,  no  other  army  to  which 
they  might  retire,  nor  any  perfon  of  note  with  them  to  give 
the  leaft  direftions  in  fo  dreadful  a  conjunfture.     Such  was 
this  fatal  battle,  by  which  the  monarchy  of  the  Goths 'w^s 
intirely  fiibverted  ;  and  though  there  feems  to  be  very  little 
or  no  difpute  about  the  day,  which  was  the  eleventh  of  No^ 
v^mber,  the  feftival  of  the  popifh  faint  Martin  bifliop  of 
'Tours,  yet  it  is  not  eafy  to  fay  whether  it  was  in  the  year 
(GStvi  hundred  and  eleven  P  or  feven  hundred  and  twelve  ^^ 
the  majority  of  writers  declaring  in  favour  of  the  latter,  tho* 
the  former  is  maintained  to  be  the  true  date  by  the  moft  ju- 
dicious of  the  Spanijh  critics  r. 

Some  of  the  Spanijb  hiftorians,  and  even  Mariana,  afcribe  Various 
this-  defeat  in  a  great  meafure  to  the  treachery  of  the  two  ^^^^ts  . 
princes,  fons  to  JVitiza,  who,  by  the  advice  of  their  uncle  ''J''^'f*'*<ff 
Oppasj  metropolitan  of  Seville,  went  over  to  the  Moors  in'  ^'7* 
the  heat  of  the  a6lion,  and  charged  with   them  upon  the  ^^l^j^^ 
flanks  of  their  countrymen ;  but  as  this  is  n^t  mentioned  by  ^\^^  ^^. 
any  jincient  author,  it  cannot  be  depended  upon  >.     As  for  fulfil 
the  king  Roderic,  he  made  his  efcape,  and,  as  many  writers 
fay,  retired  firft  to  a  convent  near  Merida,  and  from  thence, 
with  a  monk  whofc  name  was  Romanus,  to  a  hermitage  not 
for  from  the  city  of  Vifeo  in  Portugal,  where  it  is  reported 
he  lived  fome  time,  and  then  died  in  obfcurity  ^     King  JI- 
phonfo  the  Great  affures  us,  that  in  his  time  the  tomb  of  this 
unfortunate  monarch  was  difcovered  in  a  church  in  that  neigh- 
bourhood ;  but,  2i\Ferreras  juftly  obferves,  it  is  much  more 
probable,  that,  being  wounded  in  the  battle,  he  fled  thither 
with  the    utmoft  expedition,  and  died  quickly  after  of  fii- 
tiguc,  of  his  wounds,  or  of  defpair,  becaufe  it  is  not  cafy  to 
conceive  how  he  fliolild  cgntinue  for  any  fpace  of  time,  mych 
lefs  for  two  or  three  years,  undiicovered,  in  a  country  over- 
run by  the  enemy  ;  or  that  a  prince,  fo  pcrfonalj  v  brave  as 
all  hiftorians  report  him  to  have  been,  fhciud  abanc^on  his 
fubjefts  to  the   rage  of    fuch  barbarous  eneiiiies,  vrhout 
making  the  leaft  attempt  to  kflemble,  in  fome  diftanr  p  irt  of 
his  dominions,  another  army,  that  might  have  done  iome- 

P  IsiD.  Pacenf.  Annal.  Compoftell.  Roderic  Tolct.  1.  iii. 
<  Cbron.  dc  Albayd.  Annal.  Comp'utens.  Annal.  Tolctan. 
»  Marca,  Pbllic£R,  Abarca,  Perez,  Mondejar.  •  Ro- 
PIRlc  Tolet.  *  PELL1.CSR.  Annal.  Li. 
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thing  towards  their  deliverance".     The  danger  of  leading 
that  retired  life  was  not  at  all  lefs ;  and  the  glory  of  aiming 
at  the  relief  of  his  fubjefts,  whatever  the  confequence  might 
have  been,  would  have  done  'more  honour  to  his  memory 
than  thofe  legendary  ftories  that  have  been  publi/hed  of  his 
feverc  penance  in  the  place  which  he  chofc  for  his  retreat  '^. 
As  a  king,  it  was  his  duty  to  have  expofed  himfclf  for  the 
fake  of  his  people ;  and,  as  the  fate  of  war  is  uncertain,  he 
might  at  leaft  have  faved  a  part  of  his  dominions,  and  have 
left  the  recovery  of  the  reft  to  his  fucceflbrs;  whereas,  by 
this  abdication,  fuppofing  the  faft  true,  he  deprived  the  na- 
tion of  the  Vtfigothi  of  all  appearance  of  government,  which 
was  no  lefs  fatal  in  its  confequences  than  the  battle,  he  had 
.    loft. 
TbiMoon   '  The  Moorijb  general  Tarickf  as  foon  as  he  perceived  that 
invite        hc  was  not  only  mafter  of  the  field  of  battle,  and  the  enemy 
Mqc4  into  intirely  defeated,  but  that  there  was  not  fo  much  as  the  ap« 
Spain,  in  pesgrance  of  an  army  in  the  field,  and  that  the  inhabitants  of 
order  to      ^  ^^  adjacent  cities  and  country  were  in  the  utmoft  diftrac- 
€oiHp  ete  ^   ^.^^  ^^j  confternatioo,    refolvcd,  like  an  experienced  gcne- 
muefi         ral,  to  leave  them  no  time  to  recover  their  fpirits,  but  im- 
.'  '^ '         mediately  attacked  and  reduced  Seville^  Cordova ,  and  other 
cities  that  were  in  no  condition  to  make  refiftance.     That 
this  univerfal  terror  might  not  abate,  he  fuffered  his  army  to 
commit  moft  horrid  outrages,  without  rcftriftion  or  punifli- 
mcnt,  fo  that  perfons  of  all  ranks,  fexes,  and  ages,  fell  by 
the  fword,  unarmed,  and  without  the  leaft  provocation ;  which 
had  the  efFeft  he  forefaw,  and  filled  the  people  every-whcre 
with  fuch  amazement  and  fright,  that  they  loft  all  power  of 
refiftance,  and  fubmitted  to  whatever  terms  he  thought  fit 
to  prefcribe  ^,     After  making   the  heft  provifion  he.,  could 
for  the  fecurity  of  the  country  he  had  'conquered,  he  fent 
an  cxaA  account  of  all  that  had  pafled  to  Muza^  under  whofc 
authority,  and  by  whofe  orders,  he  had  undertaken  and  exe- 
cuted this  fortunate  expedition.     He  ftiewcd  that  general,  at 
the  fame  time  that  he  informed  him  that  the  king  had  difap- 
pcared,  that  the  people  were  fo  terrified  as  not  to  think  of  a 
new  eleftion ;  and  that  this,  of  all  others,  feemed  the  moft 
,  proper  time  for  making  a  complete  conqueft  :  that  it  was  nc- 
ceflkry  for  him  to  come  over  in  perfon  ;  that  he  ftiould  bring 
vath  him  a  competent  fupply  of  troops ;  and  that,  before 
the  Coibs  had  time  to  recoiled  themfelv^,  he  might  then  be 

»  Ferr.  Hift.Hifpana,  P.  iv.  fca.  8.  '^  Mjiriana, 
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able  to  penetrate  even  to  themoft  diftanr  provinces  of  the 
kingdom  ;  whei'eas  the  troops  under  his  command  were  but 
barely  fufficient  to  garrifonthe  towns,  and  proteft  the  coun- 
try he  had  already  conquereil,  fo  that  it  was  impofSble  for 
him  to  improve  this  important  and  decifive  viftory  any  far- 
ther y(N). 

There  wanted  not  many  arguments  to  convince  Muza  ^^«»  /«'«^ 
of  the  expediency  of  his  paflage  mio  Spaitiy  neither  was  he*^'' ^^'[0'" 
at  all  retarded  in  his  expedition  through  the  want  of  thofe  '^-^    'J 
fuppUes  that  Tarick  had  demanded:  for,  having  caufed  a^'^^^.  ^* 
report  to  be  fpread  through  j^fric  of  the  immenfe  wealth  "^^^"^^^ 
of  the  Spaniards^  and  that  the  plunder  of  every  place  that 
made   the  leaft   refiftance  was  given  to  the  foldiers,    his 
army  was  quickly  completed,  fo  that  it  was  much  more 
difficult  to  find  fhipping  to  embark  them,  than  men>  who 
were  ready  to  embark  z;    On  his  arrival  in  Spain  with  this 
multitude,  which  were  all  lahded  at  or  in  the  neighbour-    ~ 
hood  of  Gibraltar^  he  held  a  council  of  war,  at  which  7i* 
rick  and  all  the  general  officers  under  him  aflifted ;  and  in 
this  council  it  was  refolved,  that,  as  nothing  more  was  to  be 
apprehended  from  the  Gothsy  whofe  inteftine  feuds  furvived 
their  government,  and  prevented  any.ftop  from  being  put 
to  that  conflagration  which  it  had  kindled,  the  wifeft  meafure 

"f  RoDERic  Tolet  1.  iii.  &  Hfft.  Arab.  Luc.  Tudens.    Va- 
6JEI  Chron.  '  Ferrer  as,  Hiftori^  de  Hifpatna,  P.^iv. 

idSi.  8. 

(N)  According  to  Mariana,  that  the  project  of  making  an 

and  Tome  other  hiilorians,  great  intire  conqueft  of  Spain ^  by  em- 

9umbers  of  the  flying  army  of  ploying  diiFerent  armies  in  dif- 

the  Goth  took  Ihelter  in  Ecija,  ferent  provinces  at  once,  that 

not  far  from  the  £eld  of  battle,  the  confternation  might  be  ge- 

where  they  endeavoured  to  for-  neral,  and  the  Goths  no -where 

tify  themfelves  as  well  as  they  have  leifure  enough  left  them  to 

coald,  but  were  attacked  before  recoiled  themfelves,  fo  as  to 

they  were  in  any  date  of  de*  provide  for  their  own  defence, 

fence*  fo  that  they  had  no  re-  was  given  to  Tarici  by  count 

foarce  but  that  of  their  cojurage,  Julian  ;  and  that  one  Magufd^ 

or  rather  that  of  their  defpair,  a  renegado,  had  a  confiderable 

which  taught  them  to  fell  their  pofl  in  the  army,  and  procured 

lives  dear,  but  fubjefled  the  in-  ieveral  places,  by  means  of  fe- 

habitants  to  be  alfo  put  to  the  cret  intelligence  and  bribes,  to 

fword,  and  the  place,  when  ta-  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the 

ken,  to  be  fir  ft  plundered,  and  Moors  (5). 
then  ruined  (4),     Some   fay, 

(^)  Hjfior,  di  Bffana,  Ub,  yj,  r.  14.  ($)  Roitrie  "Xoltt,  Bifi,  Arab. 

F  f  4  that 


^7*  ^be  Hifiprj  of  B.XIX* 

that  could  be  purfued,  as  they  had  a  competent  force,  wa3 
to  embrace  the  conqueft  of  this  great  country  at  once**    In 
orjler  to  this,  Muza  divided  his  forces  iato  three  armies  ;  the 
firft,  commaDded  by  his  ion  Ahdalaziz^  had  orders  to  oonquer 
all  the  country  lying  on  the  Mediterranean ;  another  general 
was  charged  with  the  like  commiifion  in  refpeft  to  the  pro* 
vinces  lying  upon  the  ocean ;  but  the  largeA  of  the  three 
corps,  under  Muza  hlmfelf,  with  whom  Tarick  went  as  bis 
lieutenant-general,    undertook   the  reducing   the   midland 
countries ;  and  this  plan  of  conqueft,  being  once  fettled, 
was  immediately  carried  into  execution  ^ ;  to  facilitate  which, 
it  was  refolved,  that  good   terms  ihould  be  given,    or  at 
leaft  promifed,  to  every  place  that  fubmitted ;    and  that 
where-ever  they  met  with  any  refjftance,  all  (hould  be  left 
to  the  difcretion  of  the  foldiers,  or,  in  other  words,  the  ef- 
feAs  of  the  inhabitants  given  up  to  be  pillaged,  and  their 
perfons  to  flaughter  without  mercy. 
.  i^  ^hat        Muza,  with  the  main  army  under  his  coma^and,  advanced 
fnanner,     without  any  refiftance  as  far  as  Merida^  which  being  a  place 
and  in       of  fome*  ftrength,  the  inhabitants  ftood  upon  their  defence ; 
nvbat        but  at  length  judged  it  beft  to  furrender,  on  promife  that 
ftf^^  ^f     they  (hould  be  permitted  the  free  exercife  of  ^heir  reli^on,' 
//«r/,  this   ^jjj  jjyg  under  their  own  laws  c.     The  general  of  the  Mccn 
y^  J        then  advanced  with  his  viftorious  forces  towards  the  capital, 
^^^  ^  *       and  in  a  ftiort  time  after  appeared  before  Toledo*    Sindered, 
metropolitan  of  that  city,,  had  retired  before  this  time  to 
Rdfne,  abandoning  his  flock  to  their  misfortunes.     Many  of 
the  ecclefiaftics  had  likewife  withdrawn  with  the  trcafurc  of 
their  refpeftive  churches  into  the  mountains  of  Leon  and  (fid 
Cqftilcj  where  they  were  covered  and'protefted  by  thofe  who 
preferred  liberty  in  a  dcfert  to  the  fineft  country  where  that 
was  wanting  «*.      The  great  lords  of  the;  court,  who  had 
done  fo  little  cither  for  themfelves  or  for  their  country,  were 
defirous  of  making  their  efcape  before  the  place  was  in- 
vefted.      OppaSy  metropolitan  of  Seville^  who  accompanied 
Muza^  purfued  them  with  a  body  of  Moorijb  cavalry,  and, 
cxxning  up  with  them,  cut  them  off,  in  revenge  for  the  dif- 
like  they  had  j(hewn  to  his  family  «.     The  people,  delivered 
from  thefe  incumbrances,  defended  themfelves  with  great  re- 
folution,  and  furrendered  at  laft  upon  honourable  terms ; 
in  which,  amongft  other  things,  it  was  ftipulated,  that  feven 
of  their  churches  ihould  remain  to  the  ufe  of  the  Chriiliaos, 

•  IsiD.  Pacenf.  Rouiarc  Tolet.  •»  FEaaERAi,  Hift, 
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and  that  the  people  fhoold  be  governed  by  their  own  kw9.  f 

In  the  courfe  of  this  capitulation,  there  was  fome  mentioft 
«iade  of  the  fecurity  the  inhabitants  might  e^tpeft  for  the 
due  performance  of  articles  ;  upon  which  thofe  who  treated 
for  the  town,  declared,  that  they  did  not  expeft  or  defire 
any  other  fecurity  than  the  faith  of  Muza  ;  by' which  it  is 
certain  there  were  no  fufferers ;  and  from  heflce  ^Ferrefas 
thinks  they  were  ftiled  Muzarabians,  or  Mozarabians,  tho* 
as  to  this  there  are  tery  different  reafons  given  by  fome  of 
the  moft  learned  amongft  the  Spanifh  antiquaries  ^  (O). 

WHiLETWazfl  was  thus  employed,  he  fent  a  ftrcmg  i^^'Wbathap^ 
tachment,  under  the  command  of  a  general  officer,  into  th^tpene^iinthe 
country  which  is  now  called  Portiigaly  where  the  towns  6i  courfe  of 
Egitariia  and  Ofmoba,  having  made  fome  rcfif^ance,   vfcct  their over*-^ 
plundered  and  demolifhed  ;  which  fo  terrified  the  inhabitants  running 
of  Evora,  Lifhon,  Vifeo^  and  Ldmego^  that  each  of  them  fub-  Portug^* 
roitted  upon  the  beft  capitulation  that  could  be  obtained  ;    • 
but  the  people  of  Coimbre,  or  Conimbra,  making  an  obftinate 
defence,  that  city  was  almoft  intirely  deftroyed.     Some  /^ra- 
Han  hiftorians,  who'  are  followed  by  many  Spanifh  writers, 
place  the  reduction  of  lyferida  here,  and  enter  into  a  long 
detail  of  the  fiege,  which,  to  leflen  the  horrors  of  fo  me- 
lancholy a  ftwy,  they  have  decorated  with  fome  marvellous 
circumllances  S  (P).   After  all  thefe  conquers,  Muza  thought 

it 

^  Aldrettb,  Mondejar.  t  Mariana^  Hidotia  HiP- 

pana,  1.  vi.  cap.  25. 

(O)  Thefe  adjedives,  Moxa*  ed  by  the  fame  title,  and  for 

rahian  and  MozarabtCt  occar  (o  the  fame  reafon. 
frequeody  in  all  the  Spanifh  hi-         (P)    Amongft    the    circam- 

ftories,  that  we  need  not  won-  (lances  of  this  fiege  of  Merida^ 

dep  authors  differ  about  their  which   are  recorded  by  fome 

origin  and  figniiication.    The  hiftorians,     the    principal    ar6 

derivation  given  in  the  text  is  thefe  (6).    There  was,  it  feems^ 

»    from  Ferrerai,  and  as  probable  in  the   neighbourhood  of  ih\i 

as  any.     Tlie  famous  Moxara^  city,  a  very  Jarge  quarry,  and 

tic  liturgy,  faid  to  be  revifed,  the  roads  leading  to  and  from 

at  Icaft,  if  notcompofedinpart,  it  were  very  broad  and   deep, 

by  St.  Ifidore  of  Seville^  is  io  Muza  had  intelligence  that  the 

called  from  its  having  been  in  beneged  intended  to  make  a 

ufe  among  the  Chriftians  who  general  (ally  on  that  iide,  which 

remained  ^xToUdo,  and  remains  induced  him   to  order  a   v^rjr  ^   ^ 

a  notable  proof  of  the  true  fen-  ftrong  detachment  oi  cavalry  to 

tamenisofthe,old<S'/i7»?>;&  church,  take  pofleftion  of  thefe  hollot;<r 

There  is  alfo  a  chapej  in  the  ca-  roads  in  which  they  were  con* 

thedral  of  that  city,  dillinguifli-  cealed,  and  to  charge  the  ene-* 

(5)  Rajii^  yarfras,  Mariana* 
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it  proper  to  give  his  troops  fome  repofe,  that  he  might  have 
leifure  to  provide  for  the  civil  government  of  his  new  fub- 
jefts,  of  whom  at  prcfent  no  higher  tributes  were  demanded 
than  they  had  paid  to  their  own  monarchs.     But  let  us  now 
fay  fomewhat  of  what  was  performed  by  the  other  gene* 
rais,  who  did  their  bufmefs  as  effeftually  *. 
Theodo-       Abdalaziz,  with  his  forces,  entered  thofe  countries  that 
mir  MMi^ihave  been  fince  known  under  the  titles  of  the  kingdoms  of 
terms  for   jaen,  Granada^  Murcia,  and  Valencia^  the  beft  part  of  which 
him/elf      ^^^  ravaged  by  his  cavalry  K    Yet  he  met  with  more  rcfift- 
*^"      ance  than  his  father  had  done  5  for  prince  Theodomin  who 
^^^^^*'  had  afted  with  fo  much  reputation  at  the  head  of  the  naval 
forces  of  the  Goths,  aflembled  a  fmall  body  of  troops  on  the 
frontiers  of  the  kingdom  of  Valencia,  with  which  he  gave 
the  Moors  fo  much  trouble,  that  they  were  obliged  to  lend 
advice  of  the  iituation  they  were  in  to  Mxiza,  whofe  troops 
were  quickly  in  motion  ;   fo  that  Theodomir  muft  have  been 
furrounded,  if  'he  had  not  very  wifely  demanded  conditions 
from  Abdalaziz,   a  young  man  of  a  noble  and  generous  - 
difpofition,  who  granted  him  a  fair  capitulation,  the  articles  • 
of  which  werq  put  into  writing,  and  figned  on  both  fides  ; 
by  which  the  cbuntry  he  protcfted  reaped  great  advantages, 
and  Theodomir  himfelf  was  intruftcd  with  the  government  of 
it  as  in  time  paft.    The  other  general,  meeting  with  little  or 

^  RoDERic  Tolct.  1.  iii.  '  Vasjei  Chron. 

my  in  th9  rear  as  foonas  their  audience    to     their  •  deputies, 

iitaation  gave  them  an  opportu-  caafed  his  beard  and  his  eye- 

nity.     In  confequence  of  thefe  brows  to  be  painted  black  %  on 

inftradions,  this  ially,  though  which  they  reported  to   their 

managed  with  great  prudence,  fellow- ciuzens,  that  the  ^arar/i» 

and  fupported  with  much  intre-  general  was  grown  young  again, 

pidity,  proved  very  fatal  to  the  and  that  it  was  to  no  purpofe  to 

befieged,  who  loft  the  beft  part  refift  a  man  who  had  .even  na- 

of  their   braveft  men.     Being  ture  at  his  command.    At  their 

compelled  to  treat,  tho*  Muxa  perfuafion,  therefore,  the  inha- 

rejcAed  their  proportions  with  bitants    fubmitted,  upon  fach 

contempt,,  they  continued  not-  terms  as  he  thought  fit  to  pre- 

witbftanding  to  make  an  obfti-  fcribe,  tho",  amongft  others,  this 

nate  defence,  upon  the  report  was  one,  that  thev  fliduld  deli- 

of  their  deputies,  that  the  Moor*  ver  up  to  him  all  the  gold  and 

ijh  general  was  of  a  great  ag»  filver  in  their  churches.    But  in 

and  \zxy  infirm,  in  hopes  that  all  this  there  is  fuch  an  air  of 

bis  death  might  occaAon  the  fable  as  renders  it  very  joftly 

raifing  of  the  iiege.  But  Muza,  fufpeded,  which  was  the  reafbn 

being  informed  of  this,  enc4u-  we  did  not  give  it  a  place  in  the 

raged  them  to  ren^w  their  ne-  text« 


gotiation,  and,  before  he  gave 
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no  oppofition,  but  marJcing  his  progreft  every-wherc  with 
blood  and  devaftation,  pu(hed  his  couqueft  10  the  very  ex- 
tremities of  Galicia  k. 

The  next  yenr  Muza  with  his  army  entered  early  into  the  Maza 
field,  and  feems  to  have  divided  his  forces  in  two  columns  ;  proceeds  f 
for  it  appears,  that,  while  he  marched  with  one  part  of  them  ^^^  reduc- 
to  form  the  fiege  of  Saragojfa,  the  reft  entered  into  Old  f'^*  ^*^ 
Cqftile  an4  Leon^  where  it  is  probable  they  met  with  more  '*'^"^ 
than  ordinary  refiftance,  fince  they  difmantled  and  deftroyed  ^l'^^1-     ' 
almoft  all  the  cities  and  towns  in  thofe  countries,  to  the  very  ^/^  '^"^* 
foot  of  the  mountains  ^     Ahdalazix^  on  his  fide,  brought 
partly  by  force,  and  partly  by  perfuafion,  the  provinces  on 
the  coaft  <^  the  Mediterranean  under  his  fubjeftion    as  far 
as  Tarragona^  a  city  in  thofe  days  ftrong,  rich,  and  very 
populous,  the  inhabitants  of  which  defended  themfelves  for 
fome  time  with  great  courage ;  but  at  length,  perceiving 
that  on  one  fide  they  had  nothing  to  expert  but  utter  de- 
ftruftion,  and  that  there  was  no  kind  of  fuccour  to  be  looked 
for  on  the  other,  they  made  theif  peace  on  the  beft  terms 
poflible,  which  left  the  young  Moor  at  leifure  to  carry  his 
viftorious  arms  throughout  Catalonia^  to  the  foot  of  the 
Pyrenees,     By  this  means  the  reader  will  perceive,  that  the 
poor  remains  of  the  Goths  were  ihut  up  in  the  mountains  of 
AfiuriaSy  Burgos,  and  Bifcayy  where  they  were  not  eafily  to 
be  forced.     As  for  the  inhabitants  of  Arragon,  Catalonia^ 
and  Navarr^y  who,  in  conjunftion  with  them,  might  have 
made  a  confiderabk  ftand  againft  the  common  enemy,  they 
chofe  for  the  moft  part  to  rerire  into  France ,  better  pleafed 
to  enjoy  quiet  in  a  foreign  country,  than  to  live  in  a  mifer- 
able  or  precarious  ftate  in  their  own  ™. 

As  the  bufinefs  of  war  was  now  over,  and  the  inhabit*  Hisdiffer^ 
ants  of  Spain  had  their  fpirits  ib  weakened  and  broke,  that  encen»itb 
they  feemed  to  have  loft  equally  the  will  and  the  power  to  Tanck 
revolj,  Muza  found  himfelif  obliged  to  yield  obedience  to   }'^\ 
the  khal  if  ^rt/irf's  order,  which  required  him  to  repair  \jxi-^      . 
mediately  to  Damafcusy  to  anfwer  fuch  demands  as  the  em-  ^^^ 
peror  had  to  make.     Thjs  w^s  drawn  upon  hini  by  the  mif-   ^ 
nnderftanding  that  arofe  between  him  and  Taricky  almoft  as 
foon  as  he  fet  his  foot  in  Spain ;  for  that  general  attributed 
ldl  the  fucccfs  they  had  met  with  to  his  own  abilities  and 
good  fortune,  and  could  not  bear  with  patience  that  Muza, 
with  his  fuperior  title,  fliould  run  away  with  the  reward  ". 
On  the  other  hand,  Muza,  having  amafled  in  this  and  in  Ms 
other  conquefts  a  prodigious  treafure,  and  having  the  moft 

'  IsiD.  Pacenf.       '  Rod.  Tolet.        »  Luc.  Todcnf.  koD. 
Tol^t,       9  IsiD.  Paq^,    EiMAciN.  Epit.  Hift.  Saracen. 

con* 
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confiderablc  officers  of  the  army  at  his  devotion,  behaved  in 
Spain  rather  as  a  fovereign  prince  than  as  the  lieutenant  of 
the  khalif,  and  more  efpeciaily  towards  Tarick,  with  whom 
he  profeflfed  himfelf  difpieafed,  and  would  have  made  him 
very  willingly  feel  the  weight  of  his  refentmcnt.     When  he 
came  to  depart,  he  caufed  a  vaft  quantity  of  precious  ftones, 
\      rich  plate,  and  other  valuable  effedls,  together  with  the  moll 
beautiful  flaves  of  both  fexes,  to  be  put  on  board  his  fleet 
for  the  khaliPs  ufe  :    he   carried  likewife  Tarick  with  him, 
and  prince  Theodomir^  that  he  might  hinder  the  former  from 
doing  mifchief  in  Spain^  and  procure  for  the  latter  the  rati- 
fication of  that  treaty  which  he  had  made  with  his  fon,  be- 
ing extremely  pleafed  with  the  noble  franknefs  and  great 
candour  of  that  worthy  perfon.     On  their  arrival  at  the 
court  of  the  khalif,  Muza^  after  all  his  fervices,  found  but 
a  very  indifferent  reception  ;  but  Theodomir  obtained  all  that 
he  fought,  and  was   treated  with  the  utmoft  refpeft  and 
kindnefe  by  the  khalif  JValid  as  long  as  he  lived,  and  had  the 
like  attention  (hewn  him  after  his  deceafc  by  his  brother  Zw- 
limahi  or  Solyman,  who  fucceeded  him  in  the  khalifat  P. 
fbe  go-         The  government  of  Spain  remained  all  this  timfc  in  the 
vemmint^  hands  of  Jbdalaziz,  whofc  authority  was  confirmed  by  the 
gpan  tbist  khalif  Zuliman^  and  from  him  it  is  fuppofed  that  he  received 
Jt*uol<vet    orders  to  make  an  aftual  furvey  of  the  whole  kingdom ; 
•»  Abda-   that  the  adminiftration  of  juftice  might  be  put  into  a  regular 
^**m''^''  mediod,  the  revenue  more  eafily  collefted,  and  the  value  of 
U  Maza.  ^jg  impQrtant  conqueft  be  with  more  certainty  known.     At 
leaft  in  this  all  hiftorians  agree,  that  Ahdalaziz  undertook  to 
have  fuch  a  defcription  made,  and  this  under  his  own  in- 
fp€<5lion,  which  obliged  him  to  enter  on  a  tour  through  moft 
of  the  provinces  of  the  kingdom,  in  which  it  is  afTerted,  that, 
if  he  was  afliduous  in  doing  the  khaliPs  bufinefs,  he  was 
not  negligent  in  his  o\vnq.     He  made  himfelf  by  this  means 
perfeftly  acquainted  with  the  true  flate  of  things,  and  the  con- 
dition the  people  were  in  ;  their  laws,  cuftoms,  and  tributes, 
which  he  regulated  at  his  pleafure ;  and,  from  whatever  mo- 
.tive  it  pi^oceeded,  he  was  certainly  very  gracious  and  very 
kind  to  the  inhabitants,  to  whom,  he  made  magnificent  pro- 
mifes,  and  upon  whom  he  beftowed  many  favours.     The 
Moorijb  officers  and  governors  of  great  cities  had  orders  to 
cleanfe  and  repair  them,  new  fbrtreiTes  were  erefted  in  pro- 
per places,  and  the  neceflary  orders  ilTued  for  reftoring  a  free 
mtercourfe  between  the  feveral  provinces,  that  the  people 

'  Elmacin,  Epit  Hid.  Saracen.  Isid.  Pacenf.  4  Ma- 

niANA,  Hiftoriade  Hifpana,  1,  vi.  cap.  27.    May£1ln£  Tua- 
qjriT,    pERRERAa,  Hift.  Hifpana,  Y,\\\  fee. 8. 


C  I.  the  Vifigoths  in  Spain  J  477 

in  general  might  enjoy  the  bleffings  of  peace,  and  have  rea- 
fon  to  be  pleafed  with  his  mild  admioiflratioa ;  methods 
that  there,  is  little  reafon  to  doubt  produced,  at  leaft  in  a 
great  meafure,  the  defired  efieft '  { QJ, 

But,  with  all  this  prudence,  economy,  and  moderatioo>  R^firm^ 
jibdalaziz  hsid  his  foibles  as  well  as  other  men  ;  he  loved  to  ^^^^  ^ 
acquire  money,  as  a  thing  neceflary  to  fupport  that  magiiifi-  7^f7f^ 
cence  in  which  he  lived  ;  he  had  a  ftrong  paffion  for  the  fair  J^^^ 
fex,  and  wa3  not  without  a  tinftore  of  ambition,^ which  even 
the  high  poft  that  he  poflefTed  could  not;  fa^isfy  to  the  full : 
with  all  his  failings,  he  was  a  perfon  of  great  abilities,  and 
had  addrefs  enough  not  only  to  cover  his  vices,  but  alfo  to 
render  them  ufeful   to*  his  fecret  and  important  defigns  *• 
AmongA  the  ladies  that  were  brought  into  his  feraglio  waa 
Egilonoy  the  widow  of  king  Rdderic,  for  whom  he  had  a  pe- 
culiar tendernefs,  and  treated  her  with  all  imaginable  marks 
of  deference  and  refpeft.     He  fixed  upon  Seville  for  the  feat 
of  his  government ;  and,  after  he  returned  thither  from  the 
progreis  he  had  made,  it  is  faid  that  he  efpoufed  Egiltma, 
and,  under  pretence  of  her  former  quality,  caufed  her  to  be  . 
treated  with  all  the  marks  of  duty  and  fubmiiCon  that  cOuld 
have  been  paid  her  if  (he  had  been  ftill  a  queen.     She  was 
a  princefs  of  exquifite  beauty,   majeftic  prefence,  and  of  a 
high  fpirit,  though'  accompanied  with  an  affability  and  eafi- 
De&  of  deportment  which  gained  her  a  great  afcendancy 
over  all  who  approached  her.     It  was  fufpe£led  that  {he  in- 
fpired  him  with  an  inclination  to  render  himfelf  independent;^ 
and  {bme  writers  go  fo  far  as  to  aflert,  that,  at  her  perfua* 
Hon,  he  in  private  alFumed  the  diadem,  and  took,  thio'  with 

'  RoDER.  Tolet.  '  Mariana,  Ferrer  as. 

(Q)  It  mufl  have  been  under  true  eftimate  of  his  own  ill  con« 

this  government,  if  what  the  dud,  as  participating  in  his  per*  . 

Sfanf/h  hiftorians  write  from  the  fon  and  fortune  in  that  nniver- 

tradition  of  their  ancefiors  be  fal  fcene  of  tyrannical  oppref- 

true,  that  count  j^uiian  met  with  iion  he  had  been  fo  infbrunvental 

the  juft  reward  of  his  treafon  in  bringing  upon  his  own  na^ 

againft*  his  country  (7).     For,  tion,  through  the  refentment  of 

the  war  being  over,   and  his  an  injury  in  which  that  nation 

intrigues  no  longer  of  any  fer-  had  not  the  lead  ihare.  In  thefe 

vice,   his  advice    was  treated  melancholy  circumfiances,  with 

i)uith  contempt ;  and,  upon  his  •  little  eafe  of  body,  and  lefs  of 

ihewing  fome    refentment    of  mind,  he  wore  out  his  mifcrable 

what  he  took  to  be  ill  ufage,  life,  as  much  defpifed  by  the* 

they  threw  him  into  a  dungeon^  Moors  as  he  was  hated  and  ab«. 

and  confifcaced  his  large  eftates.  horred  by  the  Goths, 
-  There  he  had  leifure  to  make  a 

(7)  Liir«  TuitnJ,  Roderie  Tokt,  Va[ai  ChroH,  Marian* 

4  all 
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all  the  fecrccy  imaginable,  the  moft  eflfeftual  mcafures  he 
,       was  able  to  pave  the  way  to  abfolute  fovereignty^ 
f*Ar  This  fcheme,  tho*  managed  with  the  utmoft  dexterity, 

, Moors  could  not  be  carried  on  without  creating  fome  fnfpicions. 
'  JuJ^eS  The  principal  officers  among  tHe  Moors,  who  envied  his  great- 
ihis^'and  ^^fg^  ^^j  thought  he  kept  them  at  too  great  a  dift«ince,  be- 
f '"" '*'^  gan  to  have  a  ftrift  eye  on  all  the  motions  of  JMalaziz,  and 
a  conjft^  ^^  length  penetrated,  or  at  leaft  pretended  to  penetrate,  into 
Wittft  ^^^  fcheme  of  revolting,  in  which,  as  they  did  not  perceive 
bim.  '^^^  ^'^^y  ^'^^^  any- ways  to  find  their  account,  they  refolved 

to  prevent  him .    For  that  pu  rpofe,  they  formed  a  projeft  of  af- 
faffinating  him,  as  the  only  method  that  could  effeftually  an- 
fwer  their  intent,  his  credit  with  the  army  being  fo  great,  . 
and  his  influence  over  the  people  being  fo  ftrong,  as  left  them 
'  nothing  to  hope  if  their  confpiracy  was  dete^led,  and  them- 
felves  compelled  to  have  recourfe  to  arms.     This  refolution 
once  fixed,  they  waited  only  for  a  favourable  opportunity  to 
ftrike  their  blow  ;  and  it  was  not  long  before  they  met  with 
an  occafion  every  way  fuitable  to  their  wifli «. 
Abdala*         ^'^  was  nccefT-iry  for  JbJalaziz,  in  order  to  preferve  the 
ziz  affa/-  affcftion  of  the  Moors,  to  maintain  a  great  (hew  of  zeal  for 
finaudat  Hat  Mohammedan  Y^\^oii\  and  therefore  he  went  regularly 
a  mofqui,   at  the  proper  hour  to  make  his  prayer  at  a  certain  mofque, 
nvhiU  at    ^hich  gave  Jyitd,  an  antient  general,  who  wns  at  the  head 
hit  druo-   of -this  plot,  an  opportunity  ot  obferving  that  he  went  thi- 
^^^'         rher  one  day  almoft  alone ;  of  which  having  given  notice  to  . 
the  reft  of  the  confpirators,  they  prefently  repaired  thither, 
and,  while  he  was  occupied  with  his  devotion,  furrounded 
and  difpatched  him  with  their  daggers  v.     They  had  no 
fooner  perpetrated  this  fad,  than  they  caufed  public  procla- 
mation to  be  made,  that  he  was  a  traitor  to  the  khalif,  and 
that  they  had  put  him  to  death  only  to  prevent  the  defign  he 
had  formed  of  ufurping  SpMn  to  the  prejudice  of  his  mafter ; 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  to  prevent  the  dreadful  efFefts  of  an- 
archy in  a  ftatfe  fo  lately  fettled,  they  declared  Ayud  governor 
fro  interim^  till  the  pleafure  of  their  fovereign  fhould  be 
known*.     This  revolution  was  attended  "vjfith  little  or  no 
diforder ;  for  the  Moorifb  army,  feeing  this  ftroke  abetted  and 
approved  by  their  principal  officers,  were  filent ;  and  as  for 
the  Goths   ahd  Spaniards^  they  conceived  themfelves  very 
little  interefted  in  this  change  of  matters,     ^yud  was  a  man 
of  courage  and  experience,  and,  for  the  few  months  that  he 
held  the  adminiftration,  behaved  with  vigilance  and  drfcrc- 
tion ;  notwithftanding  which  the  Moorijb  governors,  in  many 

«  Isio.  Pacenf.  Luc.  Tudcnf.     Roder.  Tolet.  ■  Isid. 

Pacenf.         *  Rod.  Tolct.       *  Uii>.  Pacenf. 
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places,  exercifed  great  bppreflioDy  and  acquired  immenfe 
riches,  in  fome  meafare  at  the  expence  of  the  khalif,  whofe 
revenues  they  embezzled,  but  chiefly  bj  pillaging  the  Chri- 
ftians,  being  never  at  a  lofs  in  imputing  crimes  to  fuch  as, 
after  the  deftruftion  of  their  country,  were  yet  in  pofleffion 
of  any  thing  that  wds  worth  taking  from  them  y. 

The  reins  of  government  were  taken  out  of  his  hands  by  Alahor 
AlahoTy  upon  whom  the  khalif  bellowed  that  employment.  7^^  h  '*' 
He  began  immediately  to  look  into  the  conduft  of  his  prede-  ^''^^/^^ 
ceflbrs ;  and  having  clearly  diftinguifhed  the  errors  and  ini-  ^^    *^* 
quities  that  had  been  conlmitted,  he  made  the  firft  eflay  <^J^^^ 
his  authority  in  doing  ftrift  juftice  to  the  khalif  and  to  the^^  ^ 
people.     He  fixed  the  feat  of  his  government  ^t- Cordova,  spiln. 
and  from  thence  ifliied  his  orders  for  the  principal  officers  to 
attend  him.     When  he  had  them  thus  in  his  power,  he  laid 
open  all  their  afts  of  fraud  and  oppreffion,  caufed  drift  re- 
fHtution  to  be  made  to  the  Chriftians  of  what  had  been  ta- 
,ken  from  them ;  and,  when^  this  was  done,  took  what  he 
could  find  towards  reimburfing  the  khalif;  and,  where  fa- 
tis£iftion  could  not  be  had,  he  caufed  the  offenders  to  be 
p;Liblickly  chaftifed  with  rods  '.  -  This  inquifition  once  over, 
he  ordei^  a  general  review  of  the  army,  and,  under  that 
pretence,  aflem^led  a  great  body  of  forces  for  an  expedition, 
which  he  had  meditated  for  fome  time.     He  had  received 
orders  from  the  khalif  Omar  II.  who  fucceeded  his  nephew 
Zuliman,  to  make  himfelf  mafter  of  all  that  the  Goths  had 
poflefled  la  France ;  and  the  firft  intelligence  the  public  had 
of  this  order  was  by  his  making  an  irruption  into  that  coun- 
try with  the  flower  of  ih&MooriJh  troops.     He  opeped  the 
campaign,  after  their  ufual  manner,  with  wafting  all  the 
country  before  him  with  fire  and  fword,  which  fpread  fuch 
a  terror  amongft  the  inhabitants,  that  he  reduced  Elruiy  Car* 
cajpme,  Ayde^  Narbonne,  Beziers,  and  Nimes,  as  foon  as  he 
came  before  them,  and  the  reft  of  the  province  in  the  fpace 
of  a  few  weeks ,».    There  were  two  things  that  greatly  faci- 
litated this  expedition ;  the  firft,  that  the  people  had  not  hi- 
therto fo  far  recovered  of  their  confternation,  as  to  veftin  any 
of  their  nobility  the  fupreme  command  ;  the  fecond,  that  the 
Frankly  who  might  have  protefted  them,  were  fo  involved  in 
their  inteftine  difputes,  that  they  were  not  at  Idfure  to  look    ' 
after  any  body's  affairs  but  th6ir  own^. 

As  this  expedition  completed  the  conqueft  of  the  Moors ,  He  ccm^^ 
and  left  the  Vifigoths  nothing  of  their  antient  monarchy  bv^xpUtes  tbi 

f  ALPHON8.,Magn.  Luc.  Tudenf.  Vas.  Chron.  ■  El- 
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fubnjerfiott  ihola.  rough  and  mountainous  countries  which  nature  had 
of  the        fortified  againft  all  invaders,  the  proper  bufinefs  of  the  fee- 
kingdom  tf/*tioft  ends  here  :    but,  notwithftanding  this,   the  judicious 
tbi  Vm-    reader  might  very  probably  conclude  we  had  handled  this 
gotlis.       fomething  imperfe^ly,  if,  after  purfuing  the  hiftory  of  the 
Vifigoths  eftabliflied  in  Spainy  from  the  time  it  became  their 
.  feat  of  empire  to  the  ruin  of  the  monarchy,   we  ihould,   to 
fave  ourfelves  the  labour  of  a  ftrifl  and  troublefome  inquiry^ 
fay  nothing  at  the  clofe  of  that  polity  by  which  this  glorious 
nation  was  ruled  during  the  fpace  of  aimoA  350  years,  that 
they  remained  in  pofTeflion  of  fuch  extenfive  dominions,  and 
were  juftly  refpeftedas  one  of  the  greateft  and  moft  formid- 
able powers  in  Europe  ^ ;  the  rather  becaufe  this  inquiry  will 
throw  light  upon  the  other  Gothic  conA^tutions,  in  demon- 
ftrating  the  means  by  which  they  conciliated  dominion  and 
liberty,  fecured  independency  in  church  and  ftate,  and,  with* 
out  weakening  the  power  of  the  crowd,  maintained  the  au« 
thority  and  vigour  of  the  laws,  which  proteded  the  fubjeft 
in  the  enjoyment  of  his  property,  and  fettled  the  privileges 
of  all  ranks  and  degrees  of  people,  ib  as  to  hinder  their 
claihing  with  each  other,  at  leafl  as  far  as  could  be  expeAed 
from  any  frame  of  rule  contrived  by  finite  underftanding. 
This,  indeed,  is  a  talk  incumbered  with  many  difficulties ; 
but  which,  firom  a  clofe  attention  tofaAs,  and  theai&ftance 
of  the  candid  reader's  attention,  we  flatter  ourfelves  may  be 
in  a  good  meafure  overcome. 
nireii-        l^  reference  to  religion,  the  Vifigoths  were  Arians  at  the 
liom  of      time  they  became  mailers  of  Spainy  and  fo  continued  during 
thai  nation  the  fpace  of  above  123  years;  that  is,  till  Reccartd  the  Ca» 
.    during       tholic,  with  the  pi^ncipal  nobility  of  the  nation,  returned  to 
their  do"    tijg  profeffion  of  the  Chriftian  faith  at  the  third  general  coaocil 
immon  in   ^  JqI^^     As  the  faith  which  they  then  embraced  was  that 
^  *"'       of  the  old  5^ani/S.  church,  which,  under  various  difficulties 
and  haidlhips,  had  conilantly  fubfiAed  there  amongft  the 
natives  in  general,  fo  it  was  in  a  great  meaAire  pure  and  un- 
corrupt,  very  little  tinctured  with  thofe  innovations  that  had 
crept  into  other  churches,  and  as  near  the  primitive  integrity 
as  any  that  was  then  in  being ;  and  fo  it  continued  to  the 
very  time  of  its  fufaverfion,  when,  though  the  morals  of  the 
i  people  wei^e  corrupted,  yet  the  dodrines  of  their  church  were 

found,  at  leaft  if  we  may  judge  from  the  canons  made  inr 
^eir  councils,  from  their  liturgy,  and  from  the  writings  of 
4ipfe  gneat  luminaries  of  the  Spanijh  church,  whom  they  ftilt 
hgap^r  with  tlie  titles  of  faints.     It  is  true  the  Spanijb  ec* 


deHaflical 


H 


C  i»    ^  the  Vifigoths  in  Spiifli; 

clefiaflical  hiftorians  deliver,  with  great  confidence,  many 
things  as  fafts,  which  are  not  very  compatible  with  this  ac- 
count, and  fome  that  are  direftly  inconfiftent  with  it.  But 
the  reader  will  confider,  that  this  is  done  to  jiiftify  the  prc- 
fcnt  fituation  of  things,  and  to  prevent  the  Spanijb  nation 
from  difcerning,  that,  after  the  deftruftion  of  their  church 
and  ilate  by  the  Moors ^  which  conftrained  the  poor  remains 
of  the  Goths  in  the  mountains  to  have  clofer  communication 
with  Rfme  than  theh*  anCeftdrs  had  maintained,  the  doftrine 
and  difcipline  of  their  church  was  gradually  changed ;  for, 
notwithftanding  this,  even  their  lateft  and  their  ableft  writer^ 
clearly  acknowlege,  that,  through  this  whole  period,  the  na- 
tion of  the  Vifigoths  were  remarkable  for  their  zealous  at- 
tachment to  the  catholic  faith.  What  that  faith  was  we 
may  certainly  learn  with  much  greater  fecurity  from  their  own 
writers  than  from  modern  commentators;  and  upon  this 
ground  we  maintain,  tha^  the  Chriftian  church  here  very 
much  refembled  that  of  our  Britijh  anceflors  before  the  com* 
lOg  <rf  the  monk  Auguftine  from  Rome,  and  was  confequently 
free  from  all  grofs  fuperftitions.  A  point  of  very  high  im- 
pcH-tance,  and  which  deferVes  the  moft  ferious  attention 
(R). 

As 
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(R)  In  order  to  make  this 
matter  more  perfpicuous,  it  may 
be  expedient  to  enter  into  a  few 
particulars.  The  Sfanijb  hifto- 
rians, for  mkny  ages  pafl,  fpeak 
very  confidently  of  images  as 
commonly  in  ofe  in  thofe  times, 
and  aflign  it  as  a  caufe  why  fo 
many  have  been  difcovered  or 
dug  up  in  different  places.  But 
thofe  who  know  what  flraoge 
arti6ces  have  be^n  pra£lifed  m 
Spaing  to  give  an  air  of  anti- 
quity to  things  of  a  very  recent 
date,  will  not  be  much  moved 
by  this  argument,  which,  at  the 
very  beft,  is  conje^vral  only, 
and  not  conclufive;  (i).  On  the 
other  hand,  amongil  the  canons 
made  by  near  forty  councils,  the 
moft  piercing  eyes  of  thofe  who 
are  patrons  of  image  worfhip. 


have  not  been  abk  to  produce 
a  fingle  pafTage  that  favours 
this  opinion ;  and  as  the  Spa^ 
nijh  prelates  were  fo  ill-natured 
in  this  refpedt,  when  afTembled 
in  councils,  fo  their  antient  do- 
ctors have  been  to  the  full  as 
obftinate  in  their  writings  ; 
and  this,  notwithfhmding  their 
fubjcAs  muft  have  led  them  to 
have  fpoke  in  another  ftile,  if 
their  fentiments  had  been  really 
fuch  as  fome  have  rcprefented 
them  J 2).  A  negative  argument , 
indeca  is  not  of  the  weightieft 
fort ;  and  therefore  let  us  fet  it 
againft  the  copjeftural  reafon 
before-mentioned,  which  will 
bring  the  fcale  even.  We  may 
then  urge  againft  images  the 
canons  made  againft  idolatry, 
penned  in  fuch  very  flrong  termi 


(i)  Cenfura  4t  Hiftorias  fahulafas^  Ohra  poftuma  de  Don  Nicolas  Anter.io. 
2)  Dr.  Gfddei*t  TraSis,  vol.  Hi.  p,  17.    ' 
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Afchtmt  k%  to  the  dvU  govertuneat,  it  was  certainly  an  elective  and 
•f  tbiir  limited  monarchy ;  for  tho*,  at  their  firft  entrance  into  Spain, 
ciwlgo'  ihe  fucceffion  feamed  to  be  hereditary  in  the  line  of  Euric^  or 
virnmefu  gy^ric^  fiace  the  crown  dcfcended  even  to  a  child,  yet  tbb 
tn  ttsfg*  ^j^  ^jjjj  ^^  zS&it  of  the  nobility ;  fo  that  ihey  never  quit- 
Vwuhij. '  ^^  '^^^^  ^^^  ^^  eleftion,  which  was  natural  and  inhereot 

as  would  have  recoiled  upon  inviting  topics  furely  to  have 

themfeWes,   if  they  had  ufed  dedar^  his  notioas    on   thia 

smaeef  ^3].    This  is  a  very  per-  head,  if  thev  had  been  his  no- 

fuafivc  argument,  and  muft  in-  tions  {5).    It  is  indeed  troe^ 

cline  the  negative  fcale  not  a  that,  in  the  printed  M^zcrabic 

litde.     To  bring  it  quite  down,  liturgy,  fome  faints  are  prayed 

let  us  obfcrve,  that,  in  one  of  to,  and,  among  the  reft.  Saint 

their  antient  canons,  we  find  y««rfx ;  bat  this  proves  nothing, 

thefe  words,  h  is  decreed  tiutt  at  leaft  nothing  more  than  this, 

fibres  ought  not  to  it  fit  up  in  that  the  pi;ayer  was  noc  of  St. 

thurcb^i  I  that  nihat  U  ^orftfip'  lfiiart\  compofiog,  hecavfe  the 

p^ii  and  tkiwtd  be  not  fainted  on  legend  of  St.  Jamtt  of  Cgm/gf' 

mio/U  ^4)«  Can  it  be  imagined,  flelia  did  not  obtain  credit  im 

that  thofe  ^ho  were  fo  cautious  Spuin  till  fome  centuries  after 

as  not  to  admit  piAures,  (hould  his  deceafe ;  fo  that  though  this 

have  a  more  favourable  opinion  may-be  an  old  prayer,  and  per- 

of  images  ?     A  candid  inquirer  haps  the  firft  of  its  kind  intro> 

will  never  helkve  this.    It  may  duced  into  their  Ktorgy,  yet  not 

not  be  amiis  to  add,  (hat  all  the  fo  old  as  hia  time*     Porgatoiy 

accounts  of  the  ftatues  fet  up  by  was  alfo  a  do&rine  unknownie 

king  ^'^zff[^<7  are  fupported  only  this  church.    They  did  eoaiv 

by  uadiuon ;  and  if  even  th^t  memorate  in  their  worfliip  ap* 

tradition  were  inconteftable,  it  wards  of   fifty  faiata,  that  s% 

will  not  overturn  what  has  been  holy  men^  of  whofe  felicity  in 

faid ;  for  they  ftood  not  in  the  another  life  4if y  had  the  ftroog- 

church,  but  upon  the  city- walls,  eft  aiTuraoce }  and,  which  is 


and  are  celebrated  not  by  any  a  little  ftrang9,thm  is  not  a  bs> 

canon  but  b^  a  poet     The  ibop  ofRomt  aaiongft  theoii 

praying  to  faints  and  angels  is  but  they  did  not  oSpr  for  fools 

a  do&rine  under  the  verv  fame  departed,  or  intimate  th^  b^ 

circumftances,  the  lawfumefs  of  lief  that  the  prayers  of   the 

which  cannot  be  proved  from  faithful  could  alter  their  condi- 

the  canons  of  the  Spanijh  coun-  tion.    Yet,  not  to  diilemUis  ths 

cils,  or  from    the  writings  o^  truth,  they  did  in  fome  feala 

their  antient  prelates.    St.  /!?•  pray  for  the  dead,  but  in  a  fenlii 

don,  bi/hop  of  SenjilU^  in  his  that  clearly  excludes  pargator]^ 

Btok  ofSiHtencest  has  a  chapter  They  believed  that  the  lonlsof 

upon  prayer,  and  another  on  pious  men  were   at  reft  frooi 

the  honour  due  to  the  faints;  their  labours,  and  had  peace  in 

(3)  dncii,  Ttiet,  xii«  (««.  xi*         (4)  ComiL  Elibtr,  Mv.aian*        (5)  4UL 

z  *  *• 
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to  them  in  their  military  capacity,  by  >x^hich  they  feecaniefcon- 
qnerors  and  lords  of  Spain  ^  In  procefs  of  time,  this  pre- 
rogative of  elcftion  feems  to  have  been  confined  to  a  Jtind  of 
fenate^  or  privy  council  of  the  nobility  and  preLites  attending 
on  the  perfon  of  the  king,  and  thence  lliled  palatines,  who 
might,  it  feems,  be  chofen,  but  could  not  be  legally  re- 
moved from  that  authority  by  the  prince  upon  the  rhrofae  ^ 
By  their  aflTent  alfo  the  king  might  aflbciatfe  another  perfort 
.with  him  in  the  government,  who  thenceforward  was  coafi- 
dered  as  the  apparent  fucceflbr,  tho',  on  the  dewMfe  of  A 
reigning  prince,  his  title  was  again  recognizees,  and  fome^ 
times  even  after  the  folemnity  of  his  coronation  confirmed  ia 
a  general  council,  which  was  in  faft  an  aflembly  of  the  ftates^ 
where  the  palatines  fat  together  with  the  prelates,  and  whof^ 
aHent  was  neceilary  to  the  deoMs  or  canons  which  wer^  mad9 
in  them  ^  (S). 

*  Mariaha,  Hifl.  Hifpana,  I.vi.  ^  Saavspra  Coroiia 

Gothica.  >  Lovasa,  Moralei,  Mariama. 

the  ^Lord,  bat  that  they  toald  (S)  All  the  goverments  in^ 

not  enter  into  thejoys  of  heaven  iUtated  amongft  thofe  warlike 

till    the   general  reforredion;  nationsyby  whom  the  domifiioiii 

and,  for  this  reafon,  they  pray-  of  the  RoMan  empire  were  erec- 

ed  that  God  woald  fpe<edily  ac-  ted  into  kingdoms,  had  much 

eomplifii  the  number  of  his  eledt,  /efemblance  one  to    another^ 

that  the  foals  of  pious  men  de-  tho'  hardly  any  two  Of  thenl 

parted  might  the  fooner  enter  were  perfe^fcly  alike.    It  was 

Into  the  fruition  of  eternal  hap«  tmpoffible  that  a  perfon,  wbd 

pinels.     That    they  gave   the  had  not  military  virtues   and 

holy  communion  in  both  kinds,  experience,  fhould  have  the  fa- 

atid  that  they  ftiled  the  elements  preme  command  of  a  nation  al- 

itfts^T  coniecration    bread  and  ways  in  motion,  and  in  the  field; 

wine,  is  evident  from  the  ca-  and,  for  this  reafon,  their  mon- 

AOAf  of  their    councils,     and  archs  weree!edive(7).  Among 

their  antienc  liturgies.  We  may  the  Goths  as  well  as  among  thd 

affirm  the  like  with  regard  to  Franks^  they  at  firfl  had  atten- 

sttricuiareonfeffion,  andfeveral  tiqn  to  certain  great  families, 

cdier  things;  but  we  content  out  of  which  they  conftantly 

onrfelves    with    referring    the  chofe  their  kings,  which  might 

reader  to  a  treatife  in  which  be  an  ad  of  great  political  pru« 

thcie  fubjefts  arc  very  candidly  dence,  as  it  confined  the  num- 

explained,    and  the  truth    of  her  of  candidates,  and  did  not 

them  as  fully  evinced  (6).  leave  that  room  for  intrigue  and    ^ 

(6)  Vsf^iChtGH,  Oiddts'x  Miftillantaut  TrtOs,  vol,  UL/.  21.  (7)  Jor' 

amdttg  liLtiut,  Procep*  Greg*  laron,  JjUdar* 

H  h  2  faflioti 


484 

rogative 
of  the 

tbougb 

nftry  eX' 
tenfivi. 


ne  Hipry  of  B.  XIX. 

The  prerogative,  or  royal  power  of  the  kings  of  the  Vifi- 
gothSf  was  very  eKtcnfivc  and  confidcrablc,  notwithftanding 
they  derived  their  title  from  eledlion.  They  had  an  ablblute 
power  over  the  army,  which  they  commanded  in  perfon,  or 
intruded  with  any  oflScer  of  experience  as  they  thought  pro- 
per. They  called  general  councils,  or  aflemblies  of  the  ftates, 
at  their  pleafure,  propofed,  at  the  opening  of  the  feflions, 
all  points  which  they  were  to  deliberate  upon,  and,  at  the 
clofe,  gave  a  fanAion  to  their  proceedings,  by  fubfcribing 
their  decrees.  They  damped  money  with  their  own  effigies, 
and  fettled  its  value.  They  beftowed  all  places  of  truft  and 
profit,  and  they  exercifed,  as  we  have  fully  proved,  an  ec- 


faflion  which  was  afterwards 
found.  In  procefs  of  time,  this 
humour  wore  out  in  Spain,  and 
the  regal  eleflion  came  to  have 
no  other  reftridion  than  that 
the  perfon  chofen  (hould  be  of 
theilluArious  blood  of  the  Goths  ' 
(8).  By  degrees  alfo  this  power 
of  eleding,  under  colour  of  the 
public  good,  was  transferred,  at 
leail  in  refped  to  the  laity,  from 
the  nobility  in  general  to  the 
great  cfRcers  of  the  crown,  or 
fords  waiting  upon  the  king  in 
his  palace.  There  is  ft  ill  an 
appearat)ce  of  this  in  the  em- 
pire, where  it  is  not  his  domi- 
nions that  conilitute  an  eledor, 
but  fome  great  office  in  the 
cmperor*shou(hoId,  which  now, 
except  upon  fome  very  par- 
ticular occaiion,  is  merely  no- 
minal, that  intitles  him  to  his 
lands  and  to  his  voice  in  the 
eledion.  In  France  they  had 
their  mayors  of  tlie  palace,who, 
for  a  long  time,  fet  up  and  de 
throne^  kings  at  their  pleafure 
(9).  In  Poland  they  have  the 
title  of  palatines  at  this  day  ; 
but  they  have  no  power  of  ex- 
cluding the  reft  of  the  nobility 
from  the  choice  of  a  king ;  and 


the  mifchiefs  to  which  fuch  ^ 
conftitution  is  liable  are  vifible 
enough  on  every  vacancy  of  the 
throne,  which  fuiiiciently  de>> 
monftrates  the  wifdom  of  con- 
fining this  great  truft  to  a  few. 
We  have  before  mentioned, 
that,  in  the  fubfcriptions  ftili 
extant  to  the  decrees  of  feveral 
Councils,  we  may,  in  fome  mea- 
fure,  colledl  the  offices  to  which 
this  high  privilege  was  annexed 
(i).  Some  hiftorians  alfo  ob- 
ferve,  that  thefe  great  lords 
were  admitted  only  into  thofe 
councils,  in  which  civil  as  well 
as  religious  concerns  were  to  be 
brought  under  coniideration ; 
,  for  where  nothing  was  to  be 
done  but  what  regarded  ecde- 
iiaftics,  or  eccleliaftical  affairs, 
their  prefence  was  not  either 
required  or  permitted.  Per9 
comg  era  cencilio  para  foio  et/as  it 
la  /v,  J  no  para  negociot  figiares^ 
no  intenvino  en  el  algu»9  dt  U$ 
Palathtos  (2),  fays  a  very  learn- 
ed and  judicious  hiftoriaUfWhofe 
fentiment  is  highly  rational  and 
probable ;  and  yet  perhaps  the 
point  is  incapable  of  Arid 
proof. 


(8)    FtrrrraU 
(Ij  Uidtn  i  Titles  if  HfWhr, 


(9)  G^^'  TuroH,  Frede^.  in  Cbren.  Psml,  JRmU, 

(2)  i^aaveurj  Crana  Gotbica* 

cleiiaffical 
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clefiaflical  fupremacy,  which  was  not  only  fubmitted  to  by 
the  clergy  feparately,  but  owned  and  acknowleged  by  them 
colleftively  in  their  provincial  and  general  councils.  They 
had  alfo  the  power  of  making  laws,  as  appears  by  that  an- 
tient  body  of  their  laws,  intituled,  Fuero  Juzgo,  which 
fometimes  were  revifed,  confirmed,  and  publiflied  in  their 
councils  or  aflemblies  of  the  ftates  ^. 

The  adminiftration  of  juftice  was  provided  for  in  every  Of  f^'^ 
diftrift  of  the  kingdom,  where  the  Conde,  the  biftiop,  and  ^}^fi^^' 
the  Guardingay  ox  warden,  feem  to  have  had  a  conjunft  au-^'^.^  * 
thority,  as  in  other  Gothic  governments ;  nay,  fuch  a  reve--^^^^^^^ 
rence  was  paid  to  laws,  that  we  fee  that  king  R^cefuintho  p^  ^^  fj^ 
dcfired  that  judges  might  be  appointed  to  decide  between  laws.  , 
him  and  his  fubje<fls;  and  where  princes>  exceeded  their  au- 
thority, or  where,  in  compliance  with  their  commands,  any 
illegal  afts  were  done,  they  were  cenfured  and  declared  void 
in  the  ne^t  council,  and  the  beft  remedies  applied  that  the 
wifdom  of  the  nation  could  devife.  ^y  this  a  noble  and 
generous  fpirit  of  freedom  was  kept  up,  which,  without  in- 
trenching on  the  power  of  the  king,  a  circumftance  equally 
honourable  and  ufeful,  fecured  the  people  from  feeling  any 
bad  efTcfts  from  it ;  fo  that  as  the  dignity  of  the  monarch 
procured  duty  and  fubmiflion  from  his  fubjcfts,  his  fenfe  of 
the  importance  of  preferving  their  aiFeftions  obliged  him  to 
a  reciprocal  reverence  for  the  nobility  and  the  whole  nation «. 
This  is  not  a  notion  taken  up  at  pleafure,  or  from  prepof- 
feffion,  and  which  we  endeavour  to  impofe  upon  the  reader, 
but  an  obfervation  refulting  from  fa£ls,  of  which  the  reader 
himfelf  muft  be  fenfible.  The  motive  to  our  making  this 
obfervation  was  to  fhcw,  that  as  this  principle  was,  through 
the  courfe  of  feveral  reigns,  the  caufe  of  happinefs  to  the 
Vifigoths^  from  that  royal  condefcenfion  which  was  the  capi- 
tal maxim  of  their  wifeft  and  beft  princes,  yet  it  became,  in 
the  end,  the  fourcft  of  their  deftruftion.  The  mutual  com- 
plaifance  of  Witiza^  and  the  bulk  of  his  fubje6ls  making 
an  ill  ufe  of  that  anlazing  profperity  which  a  long  peace» 
and  a  fucceflion  of  wife  adminiltrations,  had  poured  upon 
them,  and  which  corrupted, both  prince  and  people,  and, 
opening  the  flood-gates  of  luxury,  refolved  all  their  wiflies, 
and  foftcned'all  their  paflions,  into  a  love  of  eafe  and  pleafure, 
were  alike  incompatible  with  the  true  principles  of  piety  and 
public  .fpirit,  and  brought  along  with  them  all  thofe  evils 
that  are  the  conftant  attendants  of  a  prepofterous  defire  of 

^  Hifpana  IlluArata,  torn,  iii*  *  Moralss. 
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bring  perfcftiy  happy  here,  which  is  the  never-failing  prelude 
of  extreme  arid  univerfal  mifery  ^. 
^hi  great      We  may  with  certainty  infer,  from  the  number  of  biftiop- 
numltr  of  rlcks,  in  the  regulation  fettled  by  IVamba,  from  the  nnpber- 
feoflef     ,  lefs  towns  mentioned  in  the  old  hlflgrians,  from  the  ruins  of 
jplindoff    places  of  conflderable  extent,  which  yet  appear,  f^:om  the  va- 
^"^  . ,    ^rious  other  circumftances,  and  more  efpecially  from  the  con- 
*J^^y J^^  currence  of  Chriftian  znd  Mohammedan  authors  in  their  rc- 
eoths*  "   Utlons  of  the  ftate  of  things  at  the  clofe  of  this  period,  that 
•        *       the  Moors  found  SJ>ain  thoroughly  peopled,  excellently  im- 
proved, full  of  cities,  boroughs,  and  villages,  and  many  of 
thefe  adorned  with  fine  ftruftures,  fome  of  which,  in  fpitc 
of  the  Injuries  of  time,  and  of  barbarous  enemies,  are  not 
wholly  decayed.     Now,  though  much  might  be  due  to  the 
induftry  of  the  natives,'  to  the  frugality  of  their  anceftors  in 
former  ages,  and  to  other  incidents,  of  which  it  may  be  we 
have  received  little  notice,  yet  we  can  fcarce  conceive  that  this 
jfhould  be  brought  about  without  an  extenfive  and  beneficial 
commerce.      For,   firft,   this  has  rarely  happened  in   any 
country;  fecondly,  It  is  unnatural  to  believe  it  of  this,  which 
lay  then  the  moft  convenient  of  any  part  of  Europe  for  carry- 
ing on  foreign  trade;    thirdly,  and  which  is  indeed  the 
ftroogeft  argument  of  all,  on  account  of  the  puiflant  naval 
force  which  It  is  evident  they  had,  and  which  never  can  be 
had  \yhere  commerce  does,  not  flourift.     This  is  fo  much  the 
more  apparent,  as  it  is  out  of  difpute  that,  even  at  the  time 
they  were  undone,  their  fleet  was  fuperior  to  that  of  the  Sa* 
facens,  notwithftanding  they  found  means   to  embark  fo 
piany  thoufand  men.     It  likewife  merits  attention,  that  their 
fcamen  kept  up  their  courage  to  the  laft,  which  was  owing 
to  their  a^ive  and  hardy  kind  of  life  ;  fo  that  if  this  had 
been  attended  to  as  it  deferved,  their  enemies  might  have 
been  prevented  from  undertaking  and  executing  fuch  an  in* 
vafion.     But  their  fusions  and   domcdic  difcontents  pre* 
rented  them  at  leafi  from  ufing,  it  may  be  hindered  them 
from  difcerning  where  their  remaining  ftrength  lay,  and  of 
what  importance  it  was  to  their  prelervation.     But  this  is 
deaf  and  undeniable,  that  their  viftorious  admiral  Theodomir 
was  the  only  nobleman  hi  Spain  that  behaved  in  a  becon^ng 
aiaiiner,  and  made  any  ftruggle  worth  recording  in  defence 
of  his  country ;  which  juftifies  the  foregoing  obfervations, 
and,  in  the  midft  of  this  obfcuriiy,  furnifties  U3  with  a  ray 
of  light  fufficlent  to  difcover  that  great  part  of  that  immenfc 
l^ealth,  which  proved  the  bane  of  this  once  H^arlike  nation, 

snd 
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and  that  fo  much  inriched  th^ir  plandererSi  was  derired  ffom 
auritime  traffick '  (T). 

IH 
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{T)  It  is  an  omiffion  jaflly  to 
he  regretted  9  that  the  hiflorians 
living;  in  and  neareft  thefe  times 
are  io  very  fuccin6l  in  all  they 
fav  concerning  the  naval  ftrength 
of  the  Goths;  fo  that  when  we 
fp^ak  of  it  with  any  degree  of 
confidence,  many  may  be  in- 
clined to  treat  it  as  a  mere  con- 
jeflare;  whereas,  in  reality, 
tho*  we  can  Hate  bat  very  few 
fafls,  yet  the  dedadions  made 
from  thefe  are  fo  plain  and  na- 
toralf  and  withal  (b  certain, 
that  whoever  attends  to  the 
<hain  of  reaibning  cannot  en- 
tertain any  doubts  about  them. 
The  GotHfs  and'  Vtmdals  were 
famous  for  their  power  at  fea 
before  they  fettled  there.  The 
former  nation,  if  a  Gretk  htfto- 
rian  is  to  be  believed,  once  co- 
vered the  Mediterranean  with 
6000  (hips,  which,  let  them  be 
of  what  iize  they  would,  was 
.  a  very  great  naval  force  (3). 
The  Vaniah  again  had  fuch  a 
ftrength  of  (hipping  as  enabled 
them  to  tranfport  their  whole 
oation  tnto^n'oz*  from  whence 
they  invaded  holy  in  favour  of 
Attalus  with  a  fleet  of  3000  fail. 
Tkeie  nations  cannot  be  fup^ 
pofed  to  have  lofl  their  atten- 
tion to,  or*  their  ikill  in,  mari«- 
time  affairs  in  coontriesabound- 
io|;  with  ports,  and  happily 
£tuated  fof  the  command  of 
commerce  and  of  the  fea«  On 
the  contrary,  tho*  we  feldom 
read  of  their  fleets,  yet  when. 
^er  chey  are  mentioped,  we 


find  them  defcribed  as  nnma* 
rous  and  powerful  (4}.  It  waa 
by  being  fuperior  at  fea,  tha( 
the  Vifigothi  eftablifhed  them- 
felves  on  the  coaft  ofMaurita'^ 
ma,  which  they  held  long  afte^ 
the  Saracens  became  powerful 
on  that  element,  as  well  as  at 
land,  as  appears  from  their 
firaggles  with  the  Gr##i(  empe* 
rors,  and  from  the  conquefts 
they  made  in  the  Jrchipeiago. 
Vet,  before  the  conqueft  of 
Spain,  we  do  not  find  that  they 
ever  defeated  the  Goths  by  fea ; 
which  is  a  dired  teftimony  that 
they  muft  have  been  very 
powerful  on  that  element  $  and 
this  necefifarily  implies  their 
having  a  great  number  of  fhips 
and  feamen  fn*confta&t  employ^ 
which  is  a  clear  proof  that  their 
had  a  great  trade,  or  otherwife 
how  (hould  they  have  eijiployed 
them  (5)..  We  cannot  indeed 
fdppofe  that  their  veflels  were 
comparable  in  any  rerpe£l  t6 
thofe  now  in  aic;  but,  notwith- 
ftanding  this,  there  is  good  rea- 
fon  to  believe  that  the  (hipping 
of  thefe  times  was  far  from  be- 
ing fo  defpicable  as  fome  have 
imagined,  fince,  in  the  fidl  ex- 
peditionf  made  by  the  diredioa 
ofMnza,  we  are  exprefsly  in- 
formed, that  he  embarked  foo 
horfe  and  400  foot  on  board 
three  merchant-men,which  maft 
therefore  have  been  ihips  of 
fome  burthen ;  and  it  is  farther 
obferved,  that  he  took  this  me- 
thod of  embarking  them,  that 


{i)'Zo/lmtH,i,'u        (4)  Greg.'furyn,  FredegJn  Ctrtn.  Jfi4»  (5)  AI$f>. 

Ida^a.  Sad,  Tolit.  f^jfai  Ciwcn, 
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In  the  writings  of  Ifidorus  Pacenfuy  whom  fome  ftile  bi« 
{hop* of  Beja^  and  others  of  Badajoz,  we  have  an  ample  and 
affecting  detail  of  that  dreadful  devaftation  which  the  Aloors 
every-where  committed  at  their  firft  entrance  into  Spain,  as 

but 


lon^ 


A  A  *^  ^^^^^  buCnefs  had  not  been  to  conquer  and  to  poflefs, 

jiory^  an  ^^  diffipate  and  deftroy ;  fo  that  as  this  feftbn  began  with 
^of  their  reprefenting  the  grandeur  of  the  monarchy,  and  proceeded 
to  ftiew  how  the  country  was  gradually  Improved,  and  its  in^ 
habitants  rendered  opulent,  it  ends  with  the  fubverfion  of  the 
one  and  the  ruin  of  the  other,  leaving  all  things  in  a  ftate  of 
horror  and  confufion,  till,  out  of  this  chaos,  both  the  Chri- 
ftians  and  the  Moors  returning  to  their  fenfes,  began  to  form 
themfelves  into  regular  governments,  and  to  bend  all  their 
endeavours,  which  fucceeded,  however,  but  flowly,  to  repair^ 
ing  and  reftoring  what  had  been  fo  fuddenly  and  furprifingly 
reduced  into  a  ftate  of  defolation,  to  which  hiftory  fcarcc  af- 
fords us  a  parallel  ".  The  hiftory  of  thefe  changes  of  the 
revival  of  the  Gothic  power,  the  revolutions  in  the  Mwrijh 
adminiftration,  the  principalities  efta|!>ir{hed  by  the  fonner> 
the  kingdoms  that  grew  out  of  the  latter,  their  perpetual  con- 
tentions, which,  with  various  turns  of  fortune,  fometimes 
flattered  one  nation,  and  fometimes  the  other,  till,  by  the  joint 
efforts  of  force  and  policy,  and  through  the  over-ruling  dif- 
pofition  of  Providence,  the  Chriftians  recovered  their  ancient 
dominions,  and,  after  a  long  fcries  of  years,  many  crnel 
battles,  and  a  vaft  efFufion  of  human  blood,  at  length  forced 
the  Moors  utterly  to  abandon  Spaifiy  will  be  the  buflnefs  of 
fucceeding  feftions,  in  which  it  ftiall  be  our  ftudy  to  reprefent 
a  variety  of  great  events  as  clearly  and  as  concifi^y  as  pofJtble, 
and  at  the  fame  iimp  with  candour  and  impartiality,  that  this 

^  Saavedra, Corona  Gothica,  PfiLLic£R,  Mondbjar* 


the  Goths  might  conceive  no 
utfkbrage  upon  his  afTembling 
armed  veiTels;  which  feems  to 
imply  that  thefe  were  of  a  large 
fize  (6).  That  the  naval  power 
of  the  Goths^  or  rather  of  the 
Spaniards,  was  afterwards  very 
inconfiderable,  is  no  juft  excep- 
tion to  what  has  been  faid,  be- 
caufe  almoft  all  the  maritime 
CO  aft  of  Spain  was  for  a  long 
time  in  the  hands  of  x\ke  Moors, 
^hp  l;ept  them  pent  up  in  a 


mountainous  inland  country,  b^ 
which  no  doubt  they  loft  the 
fpirit  and  ikill  of  their  ances- 
tors in  maritime  affairs,  and,  as 
th,eir  fortunes  mended,  were  to 
begin  afrcfti  in  refpecl  to  things 
of  this  nature ;  and  we  very 
well  know  that  all  fnch  begin- 
nings  muft  be  weak,  and  the 
progrefs,  generally  fpeaking, 
uncertain  and  flow,  more  espe- 
cially where  their  deftgns  are 
oppofed  by  potent  neighboor^. 


(6)  ^,  Tok^an.  d9  Tfhi  Bijpa^^ 
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part  of  the  Modern  Hiflory,  than  which  there  is  none  more 
inftruftive  or  more  pleafant,  may,  as  fa(r  as  our  abilities  will 
permit,  nnfwer  the  reader's  expeftation,  and  fhew  him  all  the 
ftcps  by*  which  fo  many  kingdoms,  partly  by  alliances,  but 
chiefly  by  conqucft,  came '  to  be  united  in  the  Spatiifb  mon- 
archy, which  once  threatened  to  extend  its  influence  at  leaft, 
if  not  its  power,  over  the  greateftpart  of  Europe* 


,5  E  C  T.    IV. 

The  Revival  of  the  Cbrijiian  Power  in  the  Afturm, 
with  the  Foundation  and  Progrefs  of  the  Kingdom  of 
Ovicdo  and  Leon,  through  that  Succ^n  of  Princes 
who  governed  this  as  a  diJiinSl  Monarchy. 

nrmS  period  of  the  Spanijh  hiftory,  as  the  critics  of  that^^^  £Ji' 
^    nation  joftly  obferve  *,  may,  with  great  reafon,  be  ftiled  ^^^its 
perplexed,  fince  as  many  paflages  in  the  former  feftions  re-  ^^^«*f 
main,  through  want  of  proper  information,  not  a  little  ob-  ft^^l- 
fcure ;  io^  in  this,  the  variation,  confufion,  and  contfadic-  ?.   '   '^ 
tion,vifible  in  writers  of  different  nations,  oppofitc  religions,  y^^^^^ 
flouriftiing  in  diflPerent  ^ges,  many  of  them  pl^Iy  partial,  /,  ^^^^^ 
none  free  from  prejudices,  and  all  of  them  prone  to  fable /i^Mi. 
and  fu perdition,  account  fufficiently  for  that  embarraflment 
into  which  moft  who  have  treated  this  hiftory  have  fallen  b  ; 
and  others,  to  avoid  their  misfortune,  have  tripped  fo  lightly 
over  it,  that  we  can  fcarce  difcern  any  marks  of  their  paf- 
fage  *.     We  will  follow  better  guides,  and,  by  (eparating  the 
threads  which  hitherto,  for  the  fake  of  concifenefs,  more  efpe- 
cially  in  general  hiftories,  have  been  wrought  up  together,  we 
will  exhibit  to  the  reader's  view  each  of  the  Chriftian  king- 
doms in  Spain^  in  the  fame  order  in  which  they  rofe  <* ;  and 
referring  whatever  might  perplex  the  narration  to  the  notes, 
we  hope  to  reader  our  relation  fuccind  without  prejudice  to 
its  perfpicuity  *, 

•  See  Fbrrbras^s  Preface  to  the  Fourth  Part  of  his  Hiftory. 
^  See  Remarks  of  P.  Crarenton  and  Mr.  Hermilly  on  their 
FefpeAive  Tranflations  of  Mariana  and  Ferreras.  ^  Puffen- 
PORFF,  P.  n*ORLEANs,  Vanel,  &c.  '  See  Grime- 

sTONE^s  Hift.  Dr.  Howell,  and  Dr.  Hbvlin.  ^  Whbarb's 
Method  aW  Order  of  reading  Civil  and  Ecclefiaftical  Hiftory, 
p.  209, 
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Dqu  Pe-        We  have^  in  th^l^ft  feftion,  (hewn  how  fach  of  the  Cbri- 

layo  rr-    fiians  in  Spain^  includiDg  under  that  general  name  the  de- 

fiorestbe    fcendants  of  the  ancient  Spanijb  nations  of  the  Romans  and 

^P*"*^   SuevianSf  as  well  as  the  Goths^  who  preferred  liberty  and 

moHMTcty  ^^  unreftrained  cxercife  of  their  religion  to  the  precarious 

AA^       pofleffion  of  their  properties  of  every  kind,  fled  into  the 

^ig   '   mountains,  and,  forgetting  every  other  care,  fought  only  to 

provide  for  their  fatety  and  freedom  ^    We  have  Ukeivife 

ihewn,  as  far  as  the  diiference  of  opinions  would  permit,  who 

that  Don  Pelayo  was,  that,  by  the  nobility  of  his  birth,  di* 

iUnguifhed  courage,   and  fnperior  capacity,   recommended 

himfelf,  in  this  diftrefled  ftate  of  things,  to  the  choice  of  his 

countrymen,  who,  according  to  their  antient  conftitotion, 

elected. him  for  their  prince  S,  and  by  that  deftion  laid  die 

fottftdation  of  a  new  government  in  a  country  fo  well  fortified 

by  nature,  that  it  afforded  them  leifure.to  take  thofe  fteps, 

which,  if  it  had  not  done,  the  Chriftian  power  in  Spain  muft 

have  been  abfolutely  fupprefled,  and  diat  country  have  re* 

i^ained  perhaps  tUl  this  time  in  the  hands  of  the  Moiamme' 

dans.     At  what  time,  or  in  what  manner,  this  deftion  wm 

made,  the  reader  will  eafily  perceive  it  is  impoffible  we  fhonld 

6jl  with  any  degree  of  certainty  (A).    Let  it  fuffice  then  to 

fay, 

^  Mari  AN  A  Hiflona  Genera!  de  Efpana,  lib.  vii.  FsaiiBKAi 
.Hift.  deEfpana,  p.  iv.  Maybrnb  Turqust  Hifloire  Generak 
d^fpagne,  lib.  vi.  a  Chron.  Var.  Anciq. 

(A)    There  art  ibme  very  dmes ;  and  who  can  {zy  what 

leajmcd  writers  who  refafe  the  might  be  contained    in  diem 

title  of  king  to  Don  Pelaj^  (i ),  concerning  this  great  man  (a)  ? 

becaufe  they  find  no  menuon  In  the  next  plact»  he  is  as  filent 

made  of  him  by  I/uiart  bifhop  in  relation  to  Don  J^tviJ^wbofe 

6f  Badafesf  who  is  itedeed  the  monument  is  ftill  remaining  ia 

oideft  andmoft  authentic  writer  the  church  of  Santa  Crmx^  and 

extanlin  relation  to  thofe  times;  jf/ofifi  the  Catholic*  who  fuc- 

bat,  notwithftanding  this,  fach  ceeded  him ;  fo  that  if  the  ob- 

an  exception  i»  very  nnreafon'  jeftion  taken  from  his  iilence 

able,  for  many   reafons,   but  will  prove  any  thing,  it  will 

more  efpecially  becaufe,  in  the  overturn  all  that  the  beft  writers 

£rft  place,  befides  that  work  of  in  the  liext  age  have  wiitten ; 

the  author  which  h«s  been  pub-  and  we  mnft  bdieve  that  Del 

liihed,  he  wrote  two  others  chat  JUmJi  the  Great  was  not  at* 

are  loft;   One.  concerning  the  qoainted  with  his  own  defcent« 

wars  of  the  h'obammidiams  in  tiiat  the  Chronicle  oi  Jiha^da^ 

SfaiM^  and  the  other  of  hisowp  that  of  the  monk  ofSibs,  and 

• 

(i)  FtiUuTp  jfnnslif  dt  la  Menarfuia  dt  Efpan.   p€f»  dt  hUnt,  Umrit  Hif- 

the 
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fay,  after  one  of  the  moft  methodical  of»  the  Spanijb  hiilo- 
rians,  that  it  is  highly  probable  this  great  event  happened  to- 
wards the  dofe  of  the  morith  of  September^  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  718  h(B). 

The 

^  Fbrreias  Hift.  de Efpana,  p.  iv. 
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the  Annals  of  ComfofieUa^  hi- 
th^lto  regarded  as  unexception- 
able voBchers,'  are  foil  of  no- 
thing hot  falfcfhoods  (}).  Bat 
a  certain  ingenious  wiiter»  Don 
y^tph  Ptlltct€rt  who  maintains 
this  notion,  and  who,  with  in- 
credible learning  and  a  great 
fund  of  good  fenfe,  had  never- 
thelefs  a  ft  range  turn  for  para- 
doxes,  fapported  another  opi-' 
ipon  (till  more  fingular,  which 
was  that  Thepdomit  and  Pelagius^ 
oiPeU^o,  were  the  fame  per- 
fM«  in  which  he  has  been  fol- 
lowed by  Father  Or  leant  (4). 
Yet  whoever  confiders  atten- 
tively the  exploits  performed 
by  the  one,  and  the  great  ac- 
tiioBS  done  by  the  other,  the 
times  when,  and  the  places 
where,  they  were  done,  will 
ea£Iy  perceive  that  this  notion 
c^jinot  fubfift. 

(B)  It  is  a  point  of  fome  im- 
portance to  have  a  right  notion 
of  the  beginnings  of  Don  Pe* 
layo*^  kingdom,  which,  tboush 
we  can  no  ocherwife  deicribe 
t&an  by  mentioning  the  pro- 
vinces under  their  prefent 
names,  yet  we  muft  at  the  fame 
time  remember  that  they  were 
not  circumfc^bed  exa^ftly  then 
by  the  (amt  bounds  that  tbev 
are  now.  We  are  told  in  all 
tb^  Spanijb  hiftories,  and  very 
truly,  that  Don  Pr/o^tf  was  ficft 


ackttowleged  for  a  foverdgn  ia 
the  JJftirias-  (5).  Yet  we  can<* 
not  imagine  that  he  became  at 
firft  mai&r  of  that  whole  coon* 
try,  nor  ooght  we  to  believe 
that  in  procefs  of  time,  and  af- 
ter he  had  gained  many  vide* 
ries  over  the  Moors,  his  territo* 
ries  extended  no  farther ;  nei- 
ther of  which  are  fadls.  But 
the  place  where  he  laid  the 
foundation  of  his  government 
was  the  little  province  of  £/#«« 
bona,  which  is  about  nin/ 
leagues  in  length,  and  four  in 
breadth,  the  moft  inland  part  of 
the  country,  full  of  mountains 
of  moft  enormous  height,  and, 
in  a  word,  a  place  fo  fortified  by 
nature,  that  its  inhabitants  are  at 
all  times  capable  of  reiifting 
almoA  any  number  of  invaden 
(6).  It  was  from  hence  that,  in 
procefs  of  time,  under  the  fpe- 
cial  prote&ion  of  God,  and  by 
the  valour  of  his  generous  fttb« 
jeds,  for  he  reigned  oyer  none 
but  thofe  who,  defpifing  both 
property  and  ea(e,  preferred 
their  own  freedom,  and  the  li* 
berty  of  their  pofterity,  like  wife- 
and  good  men,  to  all  other  con- 
fiderations.  By  their  aiiiftance» 
then,  he  defcended  into  the 
lower  and  better  part  of  the 
country,  where  he  made  hio^ 
feli^mafter  of  the  ftrong  town 
otGijoiff  feated  in  a  peainfula» 


(%)  Don  Grefori9  Mmytm  y  Si f tar  tn  la  Phfaciw  it  las  Ohrat  Chnuohgiest 
dtlMifoisdtAfjfidtjar.  {4,)  Rfv&hlUmsd'Efpagne.  ($)  Ci(»w« 

AiUfmf.  M^gn,  Imc.  TMdevf.   £«/.  Toijtan.  (6)  Lodtwd  N^nii  Bif^ 

pmmm^  cap*tXm*  Ims  DtUca  derBj^ain*^  psr  jOm  Juan  do  4/vtrtM  Jo  Mho" 

which 
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Alcha-  The  news  of  thig  cleftion  was  oq  r(x>ner  carried  to  Ala* 

man,  «>    hor,  thc7>f<9orj/J  governor-general  ofSpaiJi^  who,  at  thisjua- 

the  bead    fture,  bad  taken  up  his  winter-quarters  in  Gaul,  than,  forc- 

9j  a  *vaft  feeing  at  once  the  confequences  that  muft  necef&rily  follow, 

fjyy  V     if  this  new  power  had  any  time  allowed  for  its  efbblifhmenty 

'  ^^*     ^  direfted  an  army  to  be  drawn  out  of  the  garrifons  in  Spain^ 

tbatuuu'  ^^*  ^  ^'^^  ^  ^^^  feafon  would  permit,  caufed  a  great  part 

^^  of  his  own  to  repafs  the  mountains,  giving  the  command  of 

all  thefe  forces,  which  were  very  numerous,  to  Akhaman,  a 

Moorijb  officer  of  great  experience,  and  who  had  ferved  in 

.    Sptnn  from  the  beginning  of  the  war  K    On  the  other  hand, 

Don  Pelayo,  perceiving  clearly  that  the  lofs  of  a  battle  muft 

be  attended  with  the  lofs  of  all,  exhorted  his  fubjeAs  firll  to 

addrefs  themfelves  to  God  for  proteAion,  and  next  to  apply 

themfelves  with  all  imaginable  precaution  to  defend  their 

country  againft  thefe  implacable  enemies  to  their  faith  and 

their  freedom  ^.    In  order  to  do  this  more  effcflually,  he  di- 

flributed  his  troops,  which  were  fufficiently  numerous,  every 

fubjefl  at  man's  cftate  being  a  foldier,  along  the  fides  of  the 

precipices,  with  ftrift  injunftions  to  conceal  themfelves  with 

'  RoD.Toletan.  Hiftoria  Arabum.  Luc.  Tudenf.  Chromcon. 
^  Chron.  Var.  Antiq. 

which  was  his  firft  capital,  and  lies  in  that  extenfive  monarchy 

from  which  he  borrowed   his  acknowlege,    or   rather  boafl, 

original  title  of  king  t>f  Gij9n  themfelves  to  have  proceeded 

(7).      Afterwards  he  became  originally  from   that    coantiy 

mailerof  all  the  ^iir/tf/,  which  (9);  but.the  dominions  ofPr- 

word  is  a  plural  in  the  Sfanifi  iayo  flretched  themfelves  eaft  as 

language,  becaufe  it  is  divided  well  as  wed,  and  comprehend- 

into  two  parts,  Santillane  and  ed  the  heft  part  o^Bifcay,  or  the 

Oviedo ;  but  the  name  common  antient  Cantabria^  from  whence 

to  both  Afiurias  is  taken  from  came  his  fon-in-law  Aionfn  the 

the  river  Aftura^  which  runs  by  Catholic,  and,  as  the  reader 

the  walls,  and  bellows  an  appel-  will  perceive  in  the  text,  com* 

lation  likewife  on  the  city  of  prehended     gradually      Other 

AJiorga{fi),   The  inhabitants  of  countries  likewife,  in  propor. 

tnis  principality,  which  is  al-  tion  as  the  fuccefs  of  his  arms 

ways  the  title  of  the  heir  appa-  made  room  for  multitodes  of 

rent  to  the  crown  of  Sfain,  diftrefled    Chriftians  to    como 

value  themfelves  at   this  day  and   fettle   under  his  protee* 

on  the  purity  of  their  blood;  ti6n(i). 
and  fome  of  the   bed   fami- 

(7)  Ahbt  dt  Vayrte,  Etat  ftifeitt  de  PEfpagne^  fm,  ii.  (8)  I>m  ymjm 

AivsreK  dt  Co/menar,  ubi  fuprd,  (9)  Mtm^rUl  al  Rij  D.  Phfh'^  IV.  df 

U  grtn  Ceiidad  y   Seroicm  dtl  Linage  antigQ  di  Ajturiai^  fw  R^rige  Ordm 
Al^areK  d»  lai  Muriau  (I)  Qhrmkw  A^^9nJ%  Maglf,  L9t*  fmdtwf* 

LuMffvui  Nonii  Hijftnia^  cap*  xliVt 

the 


C  T.         thi  Kingdm  ef  Ovkdo  and  Jjcon.  495 

the  greateft  care,  and  not  to  give  the  enemy  the  leaft  anaoy- 
ance  in  their  paflagc,  but  to  referve  themfeives  for  one  great 
general  effort,  when  he  (hould  be  attacked  by  the  Moor^  in 
his  head-quarters.  Thefe  he  placed  in  the  cavern  of  Santa 
Maria  de  Cavadonga^  on  the  fide  of  a  mountain  prodigioufly 
high,  and  overlooking  a  long  valley  edged  with  precipices  on 
both  fides,  and  into  which  there  was.  no  other  paffage  than 
over  the  mountain  Aufeba  \  Alchaman  having  provided  his 
army  with  all  neceffaries,  pafled  the  Rio  Buegna^^  and  began 
to  advance  flowly  through  the  vallies,  taking  with  him  the 
famous  faife  prelate  Dpn  Oppas^  at  the  head  of  a  body  of 
Gothic  cavalry  in^  the  fervice  of  the  Moors.  At  firfl  they 
moved  with  great  caution;  but  meeting  with  no  refinance, 
they  marched  more  brifkly,  till  having  traverfed  the  moua« 
tain  Aufeba  with  fome  difficulty,  they  poured  their  numerous 
forces  into  the  valley,  where  they  had  very  foon  intelligence 
that  they  were  not  far  from  Don, Pelayo  ^,  Upon  this,  arch- 
bifhop  Oppas  was  fent  to  offer  him  terms.  We  will  not 
trouble  the  reader  with  th^  fpeeches  on  both  fides,  tho'  no- 
thing can  be  more  elegant  than  thofe  inferted  in  his  hiftory 
by  Mariana.  For  our  purpofe  it  is  fufficient  to  fay,  that 
they  were  rejefted  with  contempt;  and  that  Don  Pelayo  de- 
clared plainly  that  he  and  his  fubjefbs  would  live  or  die 
free  ". 

The  preparations  for  a  general  attack  were  quickly  made^  Theglo^ 
and  the  Moors  began  the  onfet  with  great  fury  ;  but  by  a  rious  nfic- 
miracle,  as  all  the  Spanijb  hiftorians  fay,  perhaps  through  '^  «^- 
the  fpecial  providence  of  God  in  bringing  this  important '^'^'^  ^J' 
point  to  be  decided  in  fuch  a  place,  the  darts  and  javelins  of  ^'  Citric 
the  Moors  rebounding  from  the  rocks  fell  back  upon  them--cl^^^- 
felves,  which  threw  them  into  fome  confufion,  out  of  which  dc  Cava- 
Don  Pelayo  did  not  fuffer  them  to  recover ;  but  perfuading  donga, 
his  troops  that  God  fought  for  them,  ifTued  from  his  poft     719'. 
with  fuch  impetuous  valour,  that  the  MohammedanSy  unable 
to  fuftain  the  charge,  began  to  recoil ;  upon  which  the  troops 
placed  ill  ambufcade  on  each  fide  of  the  valley  rolled  down 
the  fragments  of  the  rocks  upon  their  heads;  and  the  flaugh- 
ter  enfuing  upon  this  viftory  flrewed  the  valley,  where  it  was 
gained,  with  the  dead  bodies  of  1 24,000  infidds  ».  Alchaman 
himfelf  fell  amongfl  the  firfl,  and  Don  OppaSy  taken  pri* 
foner,  met  with  a  death  which  would  have  been  cruel,  if  he 
who  fuflered  it  had  not  been  a  traitor  to  his  country.     The 
poor  remains  of  this  army  repaflcd  the  mountain  Aufeba  as 

*  Vasjei  Hifpanis  Chronlcon.  «  Chron.  Var.  Andq. 

»  Lv<;.  Tudenf.  Chron.  •  Chron.  ALFONs.Magn. 

faft 
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fiift  as  they  were  able,  and  defccnding  likewife  the  narroiAr 
paflkges  of  Amofa^  entered  the  territory  of  Liebana^  and,  be- 
ginning to  coafi  the  riVer  Z}^t;a,  thought  themfelves  fafe  from 
the  arms  of  the  Chriftians ;  but  here  they  met  wiiH  a  new 
tnisfbrtune,  which  might  be  juftly  ftiled  miraculous ;  for  part 
of  the  mountain  overlooking  that  river  fell  down  ut>on  them, 
and  partly  overwhelming,  partly  flopping  the  chanel,  raifed 
the  waters  fo  high  that  the  reft  were  drowned  P. 
Don  Pc-        The  news  of  this  dreadful  defeat  being  carried  to  Mu- 
layo'i       muza^  who  commanded  the  next  Moorijb  garrifon  eftabliflied 
fecond'oic'  ^t  GijoH^  he  judged  that  the  wifeft  ftep  he  could  take  was  to 
Ury  over   0iarch  out  with  his  forces,  and  endeavour  to  recover  fomc 
/A*  Moors  p^  ^f  greater  ftrength ;  but  before  he  was  able  to  do  this, 
'*  y.^    ^  Don  Pelayoy  with  his  viftorious  army,  fell  upon  him  in  the 
otailci      valley  of  ^^/'^J*  three  leagues  below  the  place  where  the  city 
'     of  Oviedo  now  (lands,  and  cut  the  grea^feft  part  of  thefe  troops 
to  pieces  ^.     By  this  viftory,  and  the  right  ufe  he  made  of  it, 
Don  Pelayo  cleared  the  Jfturins  efTeftually  from  all  Moors, 
whom  he  did  not  reduce  into  a  (late  of  (lavery,  and  eflabli(hed 
fuch  a  reputation  as(  during  the  remainder  of  his  reign» 
fared  him  inftead  of  an  army.     He  did  not,  however,  as  too 
tunny  conquerors  do,  become  dther  infolent  or  indolent  in 
coofequence  of  his  victories ;  on  the  contrary,  he  employed 
the  leifure  they  procured  him  to  great  and  glorious  pur  poles : 
he  built  fomc  towns  in  convenient  places ;  he  reftored  others 
fhat  were  almoft  ruined ;  he  repaired  many  that  were  but 
inclining  to  decay,  and  founded  and  rebuilt  churches  in  them 
all  ^     But  if  thefe  are  inflances  of  his  being  a  good  prince, 
we  (hall  produce  an  omiffion  that  will  demonftrate  his  re* 
fined  (kill  in  poKcy :  he  walled  none  of  his  towns,  he  forti* 
fied  no  paAfe,  he  did  not  ereft  a  caftle  throughout  his  do- 
minions; for  he  knew  that  while  his  people  were  brave,  theii 
country  would  be  fafe,  and  he  was  unwilling  to  pave  the 
way  for  the  lofs  of  virtue,  by  providing  for  their  fecurity », 
Tbt  man-      Theue  was  indeed  another  circnmftance  that  contributed 
**r  in        ftot  a  little  to  the  tranquillity  of  his  territories.   The  Moorijb 
which       governors  perceived  the  great  rifk  they  ran  in  leading  nnme- 
that  great  fous  armics  into  fo  rough  a  country ;  and  being  alfolatisficd 
^7T»J'^'  *^*  there  was  nothing  to  be  got  if  it  was  conquered  but  rocks 
Ir     J  hi*  ^^  mountains,  a  few  homely  hamlets  and  paultry  villages^ 
d^ni<ms.  '^^^  thought  it  better  to  employ  their  arms  againft  Caulx 
'  Which  humour  continued,  or  rather  was  augmented,  by  the 

P  liUc.  Tudcnf.  Chfon.  ^  Chfon.  Var.  Antiq.  '  Rod. 
Toktan.  de  Rebus  Hiljpan.  I.  iv.  Lvc.  Tadenf.  Chron.  Vasjei 
liifpan.Chrofl.        ■  Chron.  Var.  Antiq. 

repeated 
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fepeated  checks  they  received  in  thofe  attempts;  the  provid* 
ing  for  which  obliged  them  to  levy  fuch  heavy  taxes  in  Spain 
zs  proved  the  caule  <^  frequent  infurreAions  ^,  and  at  length 
of  civU^  wars  amongft  themfelves.  All  thefe  contributed 
to  leave  Don  Pelayo  in  quiet ;  and  he  improved  this  feafon  b 
ivell  in  the  reftitution  of  the  antient  government  in  all  its 
branches,  that  great  numbers  of  Chrifiians  retired  privately 
out  of  the  Moorijb  provinces,  in  order  to  put  themfelves  un- 
der his  proteAion ;  by  which  his  new  towns  were  quickly 
peopled,  and  this  too  by  perfons  of  the  better  fort,  becaufe 
they  were  moft  expofed  to  bardfhips  and  ill  ufage  from  the 
Tices,  caprices,  and  mifunderftanaings,  of  the  Moori/b  go- 
vernors, who,  as  they  knew  they  were  not  to  remain  long, 
were  always  in  great  hafte  to  be  rich  «. 

Don  Pelayo  alfo  difcovered  great  prudence  in  the  fettle-  Hhfam* 
meat  of  his  family.   He  had  by  his  queen  CTaudiofa  two  chil-  h^  dttah^ 
dren,  the  prince  Favila  and  the  princefs  Ormijinda  w.     He  «*^/'«» 
procyred  the  former  to  be  aflbciated  with  him  in  the  govern-  ^^  '*'*'" 
ment  by  the  confcnt  of  the  nobility,   and  gave  the  latter  in  *'*'• 
m^riage  to  Don  Alonfo^  the  fon  of  Pedro  duke  of  Cantairia, 
defcended,  as  the  Spanijb  writers  aiErm,  from  king  Rec^ 
cared  ^.    However  that  matter  may  be  (for  indeed  there 
ought  to  be  no  great  weight  laid' upon  their  genealogies  in 
thefe  times),  he  is  universally  allowed  to  have  been  a  perfoa 
of  great  accomplifhments,  and  to  Jiave  merited  the  honour 
done  him  by  Don  Pelayo  by  his  fervices  both  in  peace  and 
in  war.     That  monarch  having  attained  to  a  good  old  age^ 
and  having  governed  the  remains  of  the  Chriilians  in  Spain^ 
with  uninterrupted  profpepty,  for  nineteen  years,  deceafedf 
as  the  Spanijb'wv\xjt\%  fay,  September  the  i8th,  737,  a&d  was 
buried  in  the  church  of  Santa  Olalla  de  Felana  ^,  in  the  ter-< 
ritory  of  Cangas,  which  was  of  his  own  foundation,  and  had     ^ 
die  fatisfa^on  of  leaving  his  people  in  as  happy  and  flouri/h-' 
ing  a  condition  as,  the  ftate  conlidered  in  which  he  fomitl 
them,  he  had  any  reafon  to  expeA  or  defire,  leaving  behind 
Km  a  reputation  that  wUl  laft  at  leafl  as  long  as  that  vafl: 
monarchy,  the  bafis  of  which  was  laid  by  his  valour  and 
virtues  »  (C). 

DOH 

<  Rod.  Tokt.  Hift.  Arabnm.  "  Luc^Tadenf.  Chi-oa* 

▼  Rod.  Tdet.  de  Rebus  Hirpan.  1.  iv.  «  Lvc.  Tudcnf* 

ChiDoa.      y  Chron*  Var.  Aaciq.     .  *  VASJBiChron. 

(C)  This  rcftorer  of  the  Chri-    emtnent  for  his 'virtue,  wifdo^, 
teia  monarchy  in  Sfaw  was  to    and  r  et/,  that  we  find  h  m 

ftiijd  • 
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•  Don  Fdvitat  who  had  for  fome  time  (hared  the  admmiftra'^ 
tloQ  with  his  father,  fucceeded  him  without  the  leaft  oppofi* 
tioQ,  and  held  the  reins  of  government  but  a  very  little  time. 
He  has  a  very  different  charafler  given  him  by  the  Spanijb 
hiflorians,  particularly  Mariana  and  Ferreras  '.  The  former 
{ays  he  was  a  light,  indolent,  and  luKurious  prince,  having 
no  refemblance  to  Don  Pelayo^  and  who  kept  his  dominions 
through  the  ill  management  and  ina^ivity  of  the  Moors,  ra-* 
ther  than  through  any  prudence  or  other  great  qualities  of 
his  own.  The  latter  afturcs  us,  that  his  courage  was  great, 
and  his  conduct  equal  to  it ;  that  he  was  the  worthy  fucceflbr 
of  his  noble  father ;  that  he  defended  his  dominions  gallantly 
againft  the  Moors,  and  governed  his  fubjeAs  with  mildnefs 
and  difcretion.  The  plain  truth  of  the  matter  is,  that  wc 
have  no  juft  foundation  either  for  thefc  or  for  any  other  cha- 
raflerof  this  prince;  all  we. know  of  him  is,  that  he  lies  ba« 

*■  Hifloire  Gen.  de  Efpana,  l.vii.    Hlftoire  de  Efpana,  p.  iv« 
MAYERNETuRquET  Hid.  Gen.  d'Efpagne,  1.  vii. 


ftiled  a  faint  by  fome  very  an- 
tient  writers.'  Mariana  fpeaks 
of  his  will,  by  which  the  fuc 
ceffioQ  was  limited  to  his  fon- 
in-law  Don  Almj99  and  his 
daughter  Ormifindaf  in  cafe  his 
fon  Doti  Fa<vila  died  without 
iiTue;  but  for  this  he  cites  no 
antient  author  :  and  as  it  is  di- 
rectly contrary  to  the  antient 
conftitution  of  the  Goth^  which, 
as  it  appears  clearly  from  the 
current  of  the  hiftory,  dill  pre- 
Tailed,  we  ought  to  regard  it  as 
a  fidUon.  The  Frettcb  tranflator 
oi Mariana  cenfures  him,  how- 
ever  unjullly,  for  a/Terting  pofi- 
tively,  that  Don  Alonfo  was  the 
fon  of  Don  Pedro  dake  of  Can- 
tabria,  as  if  he  had  advanced 
this  of  himfelfy  and  a  litd^  in- 
eoniiderately ;  yet,  whatever 
becomes  of  the  fadl,  oar  hif- 
torian  deferves  no  blame  in  that 
refpedl«becaufe  we  find  it  in  the 
chronicle  of  Alonfo,  the  Great, 
from  whom  it  is  derived  to  other 
hiftorians*    We  may,  however, 

3 


colled  from  the  manner  of  his 
coming  into  the  fervice  of  Don 
Pelayon  and  the  rcfpCift  paid 
him,  that  he  had  been  before  at 
the  head  of  a  body  of  indepen- 
dent Spaniards  in  the  mountains 
of  Bifcay,  and  united  his  terri- 
tory and  people  to  thofe  under 
his  father-in-law,  who  feems 
alfo  much  flrengthened  by  this 
acceflion,  (ince  we  find  him  from 
that  time  defcending  into  the 
plain,  and  making  excuriions 
on  one  fide  into  what  was  after- 
wards called  the  kingdom  of 
Leon,  and  into  the  fruitful  coun- 
try of  Gaiicia  on  the  other.  It 
may  be  thefe  excurfions  were 
chiefly  made  under  the  com- 
mand of  Don  Ftrvila  and  Don 
Alonfo  I  and  that  Don  Pelayo^ 
being  old  and  infirm,  referved 
to  himfelf  chiefly  the  civil  ad- 
miniftration,  and  the  care  of 
reviving  the  antient  form  of 
government ;  for  which  reaibn 
he  refided  chiefly  in  the  Jftu- 
rias* 

ried 


^ 
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ried  in  the  church  of  Santa  Cn^,  in  the  territory  ofCangaSy 
of  which  he  was  founder,  and  where  there  is  an  old  infcrip- 
tion  remaining  that  tells  pofterity  thus  much;  and  farther, 
that  his  wife's  name  was  Froleva,  by  whom  he  had  feveral 
children  ^ ;  but  either  they  died  before  him,  or  Mariana  was 
miftaken  in  faying  that  he  left  no  tfTue.  His  end  was  very 
unfdrttinate ;  for  while  he  was  hunting,  a  bear  rufhed  upon 
him,  and  gave  him  a  mortal  wound,  before  any  of  his  at* 
tendants  could  come  up  to  his  ai&ftance.  This  melancholy 
event  happened  in  the  year.of  our  Lord  739  <=.  His  corpfe  was 
interred  in  the  church  before-mentioned;  and  the  peafants 
have  put  up  a  crofs  on,  or  at  leall  near,  the  place  where  he 
received  his  wound. 

The  nobility,  upon  his  deuiife,  made  choice  of  Don  Ahn/b,  J^^n 
the  brother-in-law  of  the  deceafed  monarch,  aqd  the  fon-in-  Alonfo 
law  of  Don  Pelayo^  a  prince  of  an  heroic  fpirit,  and  born  to  *^*,9**^ 
repair  the  lofles  of  his  country  ^.     In  the  third  year  of  his  J?^"^  V^ 
reign,  perceiving  that  the  Moors  were  extremely  weakened  by*''***^ 
their  civil  wars,  which  had  continued  long,  and  were  not  like  ^^^^  ^^^ 
to  ceafe  in  hafte,  he  aflembled  an  army,  and,  with  his  brother  cMfint  of 
Froila^  palTed  the  mountains,  and  fell  into  the  northern  part  tbi  noU* 
of  Galicia,  where  Ending  no  confiderable  reiiftance,  he  carried  Zf/;. 
all  before  him  till  he  came  to  Lugo,  where  the  infidels  made     742. 
fome  defence ;  notwithftanding  which  he  foon  made  himfelf 
mafter  of  the  j^ace,  and,  in  this  fingle  campaign,  recovered 
the  beft  part  of  Galicia  *•     The  next  year  he  fdl  with  his  , 

army  into  the  plains  of  Leon  and  Cqftile ;  and,  before  the 
Moors  could  aflemble  a  force  capable  of  looking  him  in  the 
face,  he  reduced  AJlorgas^  Leon,  Saldagna,  MonUs  ds  Oca^ 
Amaya,  Alava,  and  all  the  country  at  the  foot  of  the  moun^ 
tains ;  in  which  expedition  his  army  amafled  a  prodigious 
booty.  The  year  following  he  was  in  the  field  again,  and 
pufhed  his  conquefts  as  far  as  the  frontiers  of  the  country 
now  filled  Portugal  \  and,  in  his  next  campaign,  he  ravaged 
all  the  country  as  far  as  the  mountains  that  feparate  the  two 
Ca/liks  ^  If  his  aftivity  and  fuccefs  in  war  procured  him 
juflly  the  title  of  a  great  captain,  he  had  an  equal  claim  to 
that  of  a  confummate  politician,  from  the  manner  in  which 
he  improved  his  viftories. 

*>  Chron.  Var.  Antiq.  ^  Luc.  Tudenf.  Chron.  Vas^i 

Hifpanis  Chronicon.  (^  Mariana  Hiftoha  General  de 

Efpana,  1.  vii.  Ferreras  HifioriadeEfpana,  p.  iv.   Mayernb 
TuRQUET  Hifloire  Gencralc  d'Efpagne,  1.  vi.  •  Luc. 

Tudenf.  Chron.  Rod.  Tolet.  de  Rebus  Hifp.  1.  iv.         ^  Chron. 
Var.  Antiq. 

Mod.  Hist.  Vol.  XIX.  I  i  H» 


He  greatly     Hi  was  {enflble  that  he  wanted  ftreogth  fufficiCTt  to  pre- 
ixu»Jsf     fcrve  the  flat  country,  and  therefore  he  ruined  and  dcftroyed 
amdwon-   }t,  obliging  all  the  Chriftian?  that  were  fettled  there  tofetirc 
djrfuUy      j^j^q  j^jg  dominions,  into  which  he  carried  many  thoufandsof 
^i?^T"**  Moors,  whom  he  made  flaves,  and  leaving  behind  him  a 
j^^^     '    country  unpeopled  and  deftroyed,  theharvcft  failed,  and  the 
infidels  found  enough  to  do  to  defend  themfelves  againfi  fa- 
mine at  home,  without  attempting  to  follow  him  into  his  do- 
.  minions  ^.     But  when  he  had  availed  himfelf  fufSciently  of 
thefe  maxims,  and  found  his  country  thoroughly  peopled, 
and  his  fubjefls  in  a  condition  to  occupy  and  defend  part  of 
the  flat  country,  which  he  had  reduced,  he  fuffered  them  to 
extend  themfelves  pretty  far  into  Calicia,  and  alfo  to  rebuild 
Leon,  JJiorga,  and  fome  other  places ;  fo  that,  at  the  time  of 
his  demife,  ne  left  his  territories  much  extended,  and  his  fub- 
jefts  in  a  far  better  ftate  than  at  his  acceflion  to  the  throne  *•. 
Hedeceafed  in  the  year  757,  and  was  btiried  near  his  queen 
Ormifinda,  in  the  monaftery  of  Santa  Maria  de  Cangas,  leav- 
ing behind  him  two  fons  by  that  princefs,   Don  Frotla  and 
Don  Bimarano,  and  a  natural  fon  by  aM(!7dr//&woman,who, 
for  that  reafon,  was  called  Mauregato.     This  monarch,  for 
his  great  zeal  exprcITed  in  building  Chriftian  churches  and 
deftroying  mofqucs,  obtained  the  furname  of  CathoRc,  which^ 
from  the  iinic oi  Rcccared,  had  not  been  ufed  by  any  of  his 
predccefTors  ». 
His  fin  ^       The  nobility  held  themfelves  fo  much  obliged  to  their  late 
Don  Froi-  king,  that   they  made  no  difficulty  of  raifing  his  fon  Don 
JU'*  ^'^^      ^^  ^^  throne,  who,  at  the  beginning  of  his  reign,  is 
^d obliges ^^^^  to  have  diftinguiflicd  himfelf  by  his  zeal  for  religion,  tho* 
torelh^  his  future  conduft  fhewcd  that  he  had  lefs  of  that  than  any 
eutjh  tbeir^^  ^^  three  princes  who  had  reigned  befor,e  him.     It  feems 
w/w/,      ^^  w^s  fcandali7.cd  at  tlie  thoughts  of  having  any  to  ferve  in 
his  churches  but  married  clergymen ;  and  therefore,  whether 
with  or  without  the  confcnt  of  his  bifhops  docs  not  clearly 
appear,  he  compelled  thofe  who  were  married  to  feparate 
from  their  wives,  and  forbid  ihcir  entering  into  the  ftate  of 
matrimony  for  the  future  under  fevere  penalties.   This  edift, 
Ferreras  afTures  us,  procured  him*  tlie  bleffihgs  of , all  honefl 
people,  and  the  hatred  of  the  far  greater  part  of  the  clergy  k. 
But  while  he  was  thus  employed,  and  perhaps  becanfe  he\vas 
thus  employed,  the  inhabitants  of  Alava  and  part  of  Na^ 

«  Luc.  Tudenf.  Chron.  Rod.  Tolctan.  dc  Rebus  Hifp.  1.  iv. 
•  Chron.  Var.  Antiq.  *  Vas.  Annal.  ^  MAaiANA.Hift. 
General  de  Efpana,  1.  vii.  Fbrreras  Hill,  de  Efpana,  p.  iv. 
Mayerne  TuK^t'cT  HiH.  Gen.  d*Efpagnc,  1. vi. 
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varre,  vhidi  his  fiither  had  fubdued,  took  up  arms ;  but  he 
quickly  reduced  them,  and  puoUhed  the  ringleaders.  Among 
the  prifoners  he  found  a  young  lady  exquiiGtely  beautiful^ 
whom  Mariana  calls  Moninay  and  makes  her  the  daughter  of 
•  the  duke  oiJquitainey  which  is  not  very  agreeable  to  hiftory ; 
but  other  writers  content  themfelves  with  commending  her 
perfon,  without  acquainting  us  of  her  family  omame '  (D). 
This  Iady»  whoever  (he  was,  the  king  married,  and  had  by 
her  Don  Alonfo^  of  whom  we  fhall  have  much  to  iky.  About 
this  time  the  difputes  that  had  fo  long  difturbed  the  Moors 
were  compofed,  or  rather  removed,  by  Abderrahman's  efhi« 
blifiiing  himfelf  as  an  independent  mcMiarch,  and  fixing  the 
jfeat  of  his  government  zx  Cordova  \  which  event  could  not 
but  prove  very  prejudicial  to  the  Chriftians. 

This  prince  aiTuned  the  title  oiAlmir  Amumininif  which  Gains  d 
the  Spaniards  commonly,  tho'  corruptly,  call  Miramamolin,  compUti 
the  feqfe  of  which  is  commander  of  the  faithful ;  a  title  im-  '^i^^ 
plymg  his  claim  lo  the  khalifat,  or  ikToi^^anfita/^slieutenanti^^'^ 
by  which  he  pretended  not  only  to  the  fole  and  abfolutc  do*  ^^^"  ^' 
minion  over  all  the  Mohammedans  in  ySpain,  but  expeded  a 
Jike  fubmifllon  from  the  Chriftians,  whom  he  confidered  only 
as  rebels,  that  had  hitherto  maintained  themfelves  in  a  ftate 
oE  independency  through  the  diviiions  that  reigned  amongft    - 
their  mafters  "*.  He  caufed  therefore  a  great  army  to  aflemble 
in  that  part  of  Portugal  which  was  under  his  obedience ;  and 
having  given  the  command  of  it  to  Haumar,  direAed  him  to 
reduce  Don  Froilai  with  which  view  he  invaded  his  territo- 
ries  that  lay  neareft  to  him  ■>.     The  Chriftian  monarch  had 
not  been  a  fupine  fpeAator  of  the  great  military  preparations 
amongft  the  infidels ;  on  the  contrary,  he  had  drawn  together 

1  Chron.  Var/ Antiq.  »  Rod.  Tolctan.  Hilt.  Arabam« 

■  JLvc.  Todenf.  Chron.  Vasjei  Chron. 

(D)  When  we  find  fo  accurate  have  therefore  a  right  to  fay^ 
and  cautioas  a  writer  as  F^rrt'  that  the  clergy  of  old  in  Spain 
f-tf J  telling  as  that  we  ought  to  had  the  legal  authority  of  a 
prefame  the  kine  Don  Froi/a  king  and  general  council  in  fa- 
took  the  advice  of  the  few  pre-  voor  of  their  marriages;  where- 
latet  then  in  his  dominions,  be-  as  they  were  deprived  of  that 
.fn«  he  pnbliflied  his  edid  liberty  by  the  arbitrary  adl  of  a 
agaittft  married  priefts,  we  may  tyrannical  prince,  who,  in  this 
be  fiire  that,  notwithftanding  his  inftance,  fet  up  his  will  againft 
general  knowlege  in  the  anti*  the  common  voice  of  his  fub* 
ifoities  and  hillory  of  this  coon-  je&,  as  we  ihaU  profently 
try,  he  conid  fipd  no  pofitive  prove, 
authority  to  fnppoxt  it.     We 
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the  force  of  his  dominioas,  aad  having  fufTered  the  enemy  to 
advance  into  Galicia  as  far  as  a  place  called  PontumOy  he  thore 
attacked  them  with  fuch  vigour  and  judgment;  that  he  gained 
a  complete  viAory,  killed  54,000  men  opon  the  fpot,  and, 
having  taken  thdr  general  prifoner,  cattfed  him  to  be  put  to 
death  o. 
jF(Mrm£r  thi     This  victory  was  as  wifely  improved  as  it  was  conrage- 
^^,^f       onfly  obtained ;  for  the  king  employed  the  greateft  part  of 
^!/  A  '    that  wealth  which  was  found  in  the  enemy's  camp,  and  raiied 
.  '^*      in  contributions  after  the  defeat,  in  building  the  city  of  Ovi- 
fhrtbtr      ^'  ^'^'^  ^  refolved  to  make  the  capital  of  his  domiiuoiiSy 
\iiyam'      *^  order  to  be  in  a  better  condition  to  defimd  the  flat  conn- 
tages0^er  ^t  which  he  now  determined  to  peopl^  P  (E).    He  there 
fb4  rebels.  ere£led  alfo  a  bi/hop's  iee,  and  covered  thib  place  till  it  was  ia 
a  ftate  of  defence  with  fuch  a  force  as  prevented  the  Moors 
from  giving  him  any  dxfturbance.  Abderrahman^  in  the  mean 
time,  turned  hb  arms  againft  thofe  Moarifb  proiiiices  that 
had  revolted  upon  the  defeat  which  his  forces  had  received 
from  the  Chriftians,  and  is  the  coutfe  ci  feverai  years,  not 
without  a  great  effufion  of  blood  on  both  fides,  reduced 
them  at  length  under  his  bbedienc&.  /  After  this,  having  a 
numerous  and  viAorious  army  und^^s  command,  he  made 
an  irrnptbn  in  perfo&yon  the  fide  (^MJiftiley  into  the  territo^ 
ries  of  Don  Froila^  who  fuffered  him  to  advance  till  he  began 
to  enter  the  rough  country,  and  then  gave  him  fo  fevere  a 
check,  that  Abderrahman  was  inclined  to  conclude  a  truce 
with  him,  being  thoroughly  convinced  that  it  was  to  no  pur* 
,       pofe  to  attempt  the  conqueft  of  a  country  fortified  by  nature^ 
aad  defended  by  a  numerous  and  martial  people.     Upoa  the 
firft  appearance  of  this  invafion,  Don  Froiia  had  fununoned 
the  Galiciansy  amongft  the  reft  of  his  fubje£bs,  to  march  to 
his  afliftance,  which  they  negle^ed ;  ai^d  having  nov^  Idfure 
to  make  them  feel  the  weight  of  his  refentment,  he  direded 
his  march,  into  that  country,  defeated  and  difperfed  the  re- 
bels, and  afterwards  made  fo  many  and  fo  fevere  examples, 
as  not  only  frighted  the  inhabitants  of  that  province,  H)ut 

^  Cliron.  Var.  Antia.        p  Luc.  Tudcnf.  Chron.  Rod.  To- 
ktan.  de  Rebus  Hifp.  lib.  iv.        <i  Lvc.  Tudcnf*  Chron. 

(£)  It  is  generally  believed  fantly,  five  leagues  10  tha  ibutb 

that  this  city  was  raifed  upon  of  G/;0jr,    between    the  fivers 

the  ruins  of  places  known  in  O^e  and  Dcva ;  from  whence 

the  time  of  the  Rommns  by  the  its  modern  Lath  nzmcO^ehtm^ 

names  of  J/iurutn,  Lucut  and  as  Weil  as  its  ^/oir^,  Ovf/iA. 
Brigacium^   It  Hands  \txy  plea- 
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raifed  an-  oniverfal  difcoDteat  amongft  his  fubjeds ;  fo  that 
nothing  was  more  vifible  than  that  they  obeyed  him  net  thro' 
reverence  or  affe^ion,  but  merely  frpm  fear  ^ 

At  his  return  to  Oviedo,  Don  Froila  could  not  help  per-  Becomes  ' 
ceiving  to  how  great  a  degree  he  had  loft  the  hearts  of  his  ^ranni- 
people ;  and  as  this  increafed  the  natural  fiercenefs  of  his  ^^h^^^^^t 
temper,  fo  he  could  not  help  feeing  with  regret  the  different  ^-^T^' 
condu^  gf  his  brother  Don  Bimaranoy  and  the  univerfal  fpi-  ^^^^  '^^^ 
rit  of  afiefUon  which  it  produced.     This  by  degrees  raifed  ithlmfilf 
foch  a  tempeft  in  his  bofom,  that,  forgetting  bis  own  i^-  fitibtd. 
nity,  the  ties  of  nature,  and  the  diflates  of  religion,  he  went 
Co  the  palace  of  that  young  prince,  and,  under  pretence  of 
conferring  with  him  upon  matters  of  importance,  ftabbed 
him  to  the  heart  with  his  dagger,  and  left  him  dead  upon 
the  place  '•     This  unnatural  and  brutal  aA  alarmed  the  no- 
bility to  fuch  a  degree^  that,  behering  none  could  be  fafe 
under  a  prince  of  fuch  a  fufpicious  and  fanguinary  temper, 
they  refolved,  for  their  own  fecurity,  to  remove  him  out  of 
the  way  ;  and,  having  concerted  this  defign  with  the  utmoft 
{ecrecy,  it  was  not  Ibnff  before  they  found  an  opportunity 
of  eKecutmg  it.     As  1^  had  ftabbed  bis  brother,  fo  fome 
bold  aflaffin  ftabbed  htK  at  a  private  audience,  and  the  people, 
Inftead  of  avenging  their  fovereign,  congratulated  each  other 
upon  their  being  delivered  from  a  blood-thirfty  tyrant.  Thus 
fell  Don  Troila  in  the  prime  of  his  life,  when  he  had  held  the 
reins  of  government  fomewhat  more  than  eleven  years,  and 
was  buried  in  the  church  of  Oviedo^  which  he  founded  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  768  ^     All  the  Spantjb  hiftorians  agree 
-that  he  was  a  prince  of  invincible  courage,  very  zealous  againft 
the  MoharmrudanSy  and  endowed  with  many  excellent  quali-    . 
ties ;  but  Mariana  goes  beyond  them  much  in  extoUing  his 
piety ;  in  proof  of  which  he  infifts  chiefly  upon  his  inflexi- 
bility with  regard  to  the  mairied  clergy,  his  feverity  in  exter- 
minating the  Moors ",  as  far  as  it  lay  in  his  pow^r,  and  his 
many  religious  foundations,  which,  with  him,  fufEciently  ex- 
cufes  all  his  other  failings,  and  even  that  fpirit  of  cruelty  and 
refentment,  which  certainly  could  notbe  pleafing  ifi  the  fight 
of  God;  for  it  rendered  him  univerfally  odious  amongft 
men,  and,  as  we  fhall  fee  hereafter,  excited  fuch  an  appre- 
faenfion  of  a  like  difpofition  in  his  fon,   as  hindered  that 
prince,  tho*,  in  reality,  one  of  the  beft  and  moft  amiable  of 
any  that  flourifhed  in  his  time,  from  afcending  the  throne  fo 

'  Chron.  Var.  Antiq.  •  Luc,  Tudenf.  Cliron.  Rod.  To- 
letan.  de  Rebus  Hifpan.  Liv.  <  ChroD*  Var.  Ant.  *  Hifl. 
General  de  Efpana,  lib,  vii. 
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foon  as-otherwife  he  might  have  done.    It  expofed  the  whole 
nation  to  thofe  lofTes  and  inconveniencies  which  are  com- 
monly the  lot  of  people  divided  into  faAions,  and  who,  in 
reality,  purfue  private  intereft  under  the  plaufible  pretence 
of  a  zealous  regard  for  the  public  good.    This  can  never  be 
fo  effe^ually  fecured  as  by  a  reciprocal  affeAion  between  a 
legal  fovereigQ  and  his  fubjeAs,  the  one  jealous  only  of  his 
people's  happinefs,  and  the  other  regarding  from  thence  the 
glory  and  profperity  of  the  crown  as  an  advantage  accruing 
to  themfelves,  from  a  perfuafion  that  the  extenfion  of  the 
royal  authority  muft  contribute  to  augment  their  felicity. 
I>9n  Au-       The  nobility,  upon  this  vacancy  of  the  throne,  placed 
relic,  bis   thereon  Don  Jurelio,  whom  fome  hiftoiians  make  the  brother 
coufittjuc  Qf  tjjg  deceafed  prince,  but  who,  with  greater  probability,  is 
tiedsbim   j^^y  ^^  ^  ^^  nearer  related  to  him  than  being  the  fon  of  his 
^kin  do       ^^^l^c'^'s  brother  FroUa  w.     Some  likewife  fay  that  he  was  at 
^      '    the  head  of  the  confpiracy,  as  to  which  others  are  filent.  H9 
appears  to  have  been  a  prince  either  naturally  of  a  mild  and 
fweet  temper,  or  prudent  enough  to  take  warning  from  his 
predeceflbr*s  misfortune.    His  HrA  care  was  to  renew  the 
peace  with  the  Miramamalln^  in  which  he  found  no  great 
diiHculty,  for  this  meafure  was  as  necefTary  to  that  monarch's 
affairs  as  to  his  own ;  and  this  once  done,  he  addrefled  him* 
felf  with  great  application  to  regulate  the  interior  of  his  do- 
minions '.     But  while  he  was  thus  emplo^'ed,  himfelf  and 
his  fubje^s  fell  fuddcnly  into  the  moft  imminent  danger,  from 
a  caufe  that  had  never  provoked  fo  much  as  a  fufpicion.  The 
Moorijb  Haves,  with  which  their  viAories  had  furnifhed  then) 
in  great  numbers,  and  who  had  been  hitherto  very  kindly 
treated,   revolted  all  at  once,   and  aflembled   together   in 
arms.     This  rebellion  had  certainly  been  attended  with  fatal 
confequences,  if  it  had  been  delayed  till  the  martial  temper  of 
the  Chriflians  bad  been  a  little  foftened  through  profperity 
and  peace;  but  falling  out  at  this  time,  when^there  was  a, 
pcrfcft  underftanding  between  th'*,  fovereign  and  his  fubjeft$, 
they  were  quickly  defeated  and  fubdued ;  fo  that  it  proved 
moft  fatal  to  themfelves,   as  they  were  deprived  by  law  of 
thofe  indulgencies  which  hitherto  they  had  enjoyed,/ and 
which  they  had  fo  ungratefully  abufed  ^.     This  was  the  only 
remarkable  event  of  the  reign ;  for  Don  Jurelio  having  no 
children  of  his  own,andhis  brother  Doujff^rmttdb  having  taken 

"^  Marian.  Hift.  Hifpana,  lib.  vii.  Ferreras  Hifl.  deEfpan. 
p.  iv.  Mayerne  Tur(^et  Hift.  Generale  d'Efpagne,  lib.  vi. 
?  CJiron.  Var.Andq.  7  Luc.Tudent  Chron.  RoD.Tolct. 
#9  Rtb^9  tiifjpaa.  lib,  iv, 
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<!leacx>n's  orders^  tl\e  chief  object  he  had  in  view  was  to  pafs 
his  days  quietly ;  ia  order  to  which  he  ch(1  his  eyes  upon 
Sih,  the  wealthieft  and  moll  potent  of  the  Gothic  nobility,  to 
whom  he  gave  his  coufin  Jdofinda  in  marriage,  and  admitted 
him  to  a  large  ihare  in  the  adminiftmtion,  which  had,  tho^ 
that  feldom  happens,  the  defired.  effeft,  and  kept  him  free 
from  difturbance  during  the  remaining  part  of  his  reign.  He 
breathed  his  laft  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  774,  in  the  feventh 
year  of  his  reign,  and  was  buried  in  the  church  of  St,  Mar* 
tin\  about  fifteen  miles  from  Oviedo,  which  was  of  his  own 
foundation  '. 

According  to  his  own  plan,  th^  late  king  was  fucceededZ>Mr  Stla 
in  the  throne'  by  Don  Siloj  who  had  married  his  relation,  mounts  tbt 
This  prince  is  thought  to  have  defcended  from  the  Moors y*^'^'*^^' 
becaufe  of  a  remark  in  an  old  chronicle,  that,  on  the  fcoreof^fi*'/** 
his  mother,  the  peace  with  the  king  of  Cordova  was  without^-^^*^*'^' 
difficulty  renewed  *.     He  profecuted  the  fame  fcheme  of  go- 
vernment that  had  been  introduced  by  Don  Aurelio ;  while 
qiieen  Jdofindur  with  a  laudable  vigilance,  fupcrintended  the 
education  of  Don  Jlonfo,  her  coufin,  whom  fhe  regarded  as  a 
prince  that  ought  one  day  to  wear  the  crown,  and  whom  (he 
therefore  endeavoured  to  render  worthy  of  it,  by  appointing 
him  proper  mafters,  and  by  giving  him  very  good  inftruc-  ~ 
tions  herfelf  ^.     But  while  all  was  qtiiet  at  court,  the  Gali* 
ciansy  for  what  caufe  is  not  recorded,  took  up  arms;  upon 
.which  Don  Siio  marched  againft  them  with  a  numerous 
army,  and  tho*  they  had  taken  care  to  entrench  themfelves 
ftrongly  on  the  top  of  a  high  mountain,  yet  he  attacked  and 
forced  their  camp,  difiipated  theirarmy,  made  them  put  a  few 
of  their  chiefs  to  death,  and  returned  in  triumph  to  Praviai 
which  he  had  made  the  capital  of  his  dominions.    He  pafled     779* 
the  remainder  of  his  days  in  quiet,  if  we  except  fome  herefl^ 
that  fprung  up  in  the  church,  with  which,  notwithftanding 
the  bad  example  of  fome  bifliops,  the  court  remaiqed  unin-. 
fefted.     He  founded  the  church  of  St.  John  de  Pravia,  in 
which,  after  having  worn  the  crown  for  nine  ye^rs,  he  was» 
at  his  deceafe,  interred  in  the  beginning  of  tl>e  yesyr  783, 
without  leaving  any  ifTue  «  (F), 

OU 

*  Luc.  Tndenf.  Chron.  VASJErHifpaniaeChron.  •  Ma-. 
EI  ANA  Hift.  Gen.  deEfpan.  Ferrer  as,  MArtRNETuRqusT* 
^  Chron.  Var.  Antiq.        *  Rod.  Toletan.  Vasai  Chron. 

(F)  What  we  have  faid  in  d^nce  apd.  interment,  is  fup- 
the  text  of  his  place  of  red*    ported  by  good  authorities,  and 
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DtfirMatt-  On  the  deccafe  of  her  bulband,  qaecn  Adofinda^  with  the 
regatOj  confeat  of  fome  of  the  pruKipal  nobility,  caufed  her  nephew 
tbihafiarii^^  Jlonfo,  now  in  the  i8th  or  19th  year  of  his  age,  to  be 
e^ Alonfo  declared  king.  But,  notwithftanding  the  pcribnal  good  qua- 
thfafi^  Uties  of  that  young  prince,  it  very  foon  Appeared  that  the 
^fi^*  *  '  people  in  general  had  an  averfion  to  him  from  the  dread  they 
from  hh  ^^^  under  that  he  might  one  day  prove  of  the  fame  difpofi- 
pqmikn.  ^^  ^^^^  ^'^^  father ;  which  was  fo  artfully  heightened  by  his 
uncle  Mauregato^  that,  with  very  little  diiEculty,  he  fup* 

Jlanted  him  in  the  throne,  Don  Alonfo  himfelf  declaring  that 
le  would  never  reign  over  an  unwilling  people ;  and  retiring 
to  his  own  eftate  in  Bifcay^  the  populace,  who  had  rejected 
Iiim  for  their  king,  infiftcd  that  he  (hould  be  left  there  in 
fafety  and  in  peace ;  neither  does  it  appear  that  his  uncle, 
tho'  he  was  not  either  a  good  man  or  a  good  king,  ever  at- 
tempted any  thiog  to  his  prejudice,  but  rather  wiflied  he 
might  proye  his  mcceflbr  "*•  The  new  king,  in  fupport  of 
bis  title,  had  brought  an  army  of  Moors  into  his  country, 
tnd  lived  always  in  fuch  intelligence  with  the  MiramamoHn, 
gs  rendered  him  fufpe£led  and  defpifed  by  his  fubjeAs.  Some 
hiftorians  aflert,  that  he  became  tributary  to  him,  and  yielded 
the  Miramamolin  annually  one  hundred  beautiful  virgins  for 
his  feraglio,  which,  as  it  has  very  much  the  air  of  a  fable,  fo 
the  moft  judicious  critics  are  of  opinion  that  it  was  really 
fuch,  and  had  no  other  foundation  than  his  encouragii^ 
marriages  between  Moors  and  Chriilians,  of  which,  if  we  con* 
fider  his  own  birth,  we  may  eafily  difcern  the  fpring^.  How 
much  foever  they  difliked,  his  fubjeAs  were  afraid  to  dif- 
obey  him,  becaufe  of  his  clofe  alliance  with  the  Miramamo* 
iin;  and  therefore  he  remained  in  quiet  pofieifion  of  the 

..  f  RoD»ToIeUn.  de  Rebus  Hifp.  lib.  iv«  «  Maxiavia 

Hift.  Gen.  de  Efpana,  lib.  vii. 

yet  the  current  of  hiftorians  implies,  BUpus  ifi  Sito.    Sii 

agree,  that  he  built  the  fplen-  Jihi  Terra  le^is ;  that  is,  Htrg 

did  church  of  San  Salvador  in  Silo  lies ;  let  earth  lie  ufoH  him 

Ovieio  I    and  that    hit    tomb  light.     It  feems,  as  he  made  do 

ftands  at  the  entrance  near  the  figare  ift  his  life-time,  he  was 

frcat  ^ate,    with    thefc  three  defirous  of  diftingaifliing  him* 

words  infcribed  tberenpon,  wix.  felf  at  his  death  by  this  tomb 

9Jh  Pnimceps  fuit^  in  lb  whim*  and  iafcriptioos  and  yet  it  is 

iical  a  manner  th^  it  may  be  probable  he  changed  his  miod, 

read  two  hundred  and  feventy  and  direi^ed  his  corpfe  to  bo 

ways.     At  the  bottom  of  this  buried   iff  the  church  of  St, 

tomb  Hand  the  following  eapi.  J^bn  at  Prewiot   which    was 

tals,  H,  S.  E.  S,S.  S,  r.  I.  which  fikewife  of  his  foundation. 
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tbrorvp  to  the  time  of  his  deceafe,  which  wad  in  the  oiOQth 
of  July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  feven  hundred  ej^hty-eight, 
in  the  fixth  year  of  his  reign,  much  lefs  regretted  than  any 
of  his  predeceflbrs  ^. 

Up.on  this  vacancy  of  the  throne,  the  nobility,  who  doubted  Dm  Ber* 
what  the  coofequence  might  have  been  of  reftoiing  Akm^^  mudo  «— 
made  choice  of  Don  Bermudo,  who,  though  he  had  receii^  ceptt  tbg 
deacon's  orders,  was  married,  and  had  children  S.  It  is  how*/wwj*- 
cver  highly  probable,  that  this  ftep  was  taken  with  the  ap-  £»  *wAiVA 
probation,  it  may  be  at  the  defire,  of  Don  Ahnfo ;  for,  as  ^^^^^ 
foon  as  Don  Bermudo  was  featcd  on  the  throne,  ,hc  feat  for  ■^•'^*^*^ 
that  prince,  brought  him  into  his  councils,  and,  when  he 
faw  the  diftafte  of  the  jpeople  gradually  fubfide,  intrufted 
him  with  the  conunand  of  the  troops.    It  was  not  long  be- 
fore an  occaCon  offered  to  (hew  the  virtues  of  that  young 
prince 'in  a  proper  point  of  light.     Iffem,  king  of  CairdavAi 
either  prompted  by  ambition,  or  difpleafed  at  finding  in  the 
new  king  much  lefs  complaifance  than  in  his  predeceflbr,  in« 
vaded  his  territories  with  a  numerous  army  of  Moors,  againft 
whom  the  king  Don  Bermudo  marched  in  perfon,  accompa*- 
nied  by  his  coufin  Don  Ahnfo.    The  armies  met  at  a  town 
called  Bureba,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Burgos ;  and  stn  ob** 
fiinate  engagement  enfued,  in  which  at  length  theChriftians 
were  vidlorious,  and  the  Moors  defeated  with  great  {laugh- 
ter >>.,   As  the  prince  Don  Ahnfo  diftinguiihed  himfelf  ex«  A.D.79I. 
tremely  upon  this  occafion,  he  was  not  only  complimented 
at  his  return  by  the  nobility,  who  were  ever  well  inclined 
to  hkn,  but  received  with  univerfal  acdamations  by  the 
people ;  which  the  king  no  fooner  perceived,  than  he  de- 
clared his  refolution  to  abdicate  in  his  favour ;  and,  the  no- 
bility having  approved  this  meafure,  he  publicly  refigne<F 
the  crown ;  but  his  fucceflbr  would  never  permit  him  to 
leave  the  palace,  where  he  lived  as  a  private  man,  but  ia 
the  ftri^eft  f riendihip  with  the  king  Don  Ahnjb,  to  the  time 
of  his  death '. 

Don  Ahnfo,  the  fecond  of  th$it  name^  who,  from  the  AlonfoII; 
great  purity  of  his  life  and  manners,  was  furnamed  El-cMfto^/^f'^'^d^ 
or  the  Chafte,  was  declared  king  by  eledlion,  on  the  vokin-  El-cafto, 
tary  abdication  of  his  predecefTor^  Septw^er  the  fo^>i^teendi,  ^.  ^ 

^  Lire.  Tadenf*  Chron.  Vasai  AnnaL  %  MAaUir'A, 

Hift.  general  de  Efpana,.  1.  vii.  Fzrerras,  Hift.  de  Hifpana, 
P.  iv.  Mayerne  TvRqvET,  Hiftoirc  general  d'Efpasne,  1.  vi« 
^  Lvc.  Tadenfis  Chron.  Roderic  Tolet.  dc  rebut  Hi^an.  1.  iv. 
^  Chron.  var.  anti^. 
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r{Jl§rtdto  ^no  Domini  feven  hundred  ainety-one^,  and  in  a  fhort  time 
tb0  ngal   after  transferred  the  court  to  Oviedoy  where  he  repaired  and 
dignity,     beautified  the  church  which  his  father  had  founded,  apply- 
ing hixnielf  with  great  diligence  to  correA  the  errors  that 
bad  in  procefs.of  time  crept  into  the  government,  and  la- 
bouring to  the  utmoft  of  his  power  to  make  his  fubjefls  of 
«U  ranks  and  conditions  live  quietly  and  happily,  in  a  man- 
ner agreeable  to  their  ftation.  In  the  third  year  of  his  reign, 
I£hmj  king  of  Cordova^  thinking  his  friendfhip  negleAed, 
and  hoping  that  his  veteran  and  victorious  army  might  en- 
able him  to  recover  part  at  leaft  of  the  flat  country  from  the 
Chriftians^  ordered  a  numerous  army  to  aifemble  in  PortU' 
golf  with  inftmdions  to  march  at  a  proper  feafon  of  the  year 
into  the  territories  of  Don  Alon/o  ^.     Accordingly,  ynder  the 
command  of  Macheit,  an  experienced  general,  they  entered 
CaUcia,  as  they  thought  by  furprife,  becaufe  they  met  with 
no  Chrlftian  troops  to  oppofe  them.     But  when  they  had 
nached^lMht^  and  found  themfelves  entangled  in  a  morafs, 
they  were  quickly  attacked  by  king  Jlon/o  and  his  troops, 
who,  by  their  perfect  knowlege  of  the  ground,  as  well  as  by 
A.D.794.  their  fuperior  valour,  gained  a  complete  viftory,  in  which 
there  were  fixty  thoufand  either  killed  upon  the  field  of 
battle,  or  drowned  or  choked  in  the  bogs°*,  which  gave 
fuch  a  damp  to  the  fpirit  of  the  infidels,  as  prevented  them 
from  giving  Don  Jiofj/o  any  trouble  tor  fcveral  years  after- 
wards, which  enabled  him  to  fini(h  intirely  thofe  regnladons 
which  he  had  fo  happily  begun,  and  which  contributed  not 
a  little  to  the  welfare  and  profperity  of  his  fubjefts. 
His  viS^'      Upon  the  demife  of  Iffem,  king  of  Cordova,  a  new  civil 
ryo^ertbe  war  breaking  out  among  the  Moors,  the  fucccffion  of  his  foa 
Moors,      "j^lhacan  being  contefled  by  his  two  uncles,  Don  Alonfo  did 
kndmag-    not  let  flip  fo  favourable  aft  opportunity,  but  employed  it 
^^^  ^  in  repeopling  the  city  of  Braga.     While  thofe  he  brought 
^ibt  emp9-    *^  inhabit  it  were  occupied  in  rebuilding  it,  he  made  an  in- 
fwChar-  curfion  with  his  forces  into  the  territory  of  the  Moors,  and, 
Jemagoe.   having  beat  their  forces,  advanced  as  far  as  Li/boriy  which 
be  took  by  ftorm,  and  then  returned  to  Braga  with  a  vei-y 
rich  booty,   and  a  great  multitude  of  flaves  n.     The  very 
fame  year  he  feat  a  moft  fplendid  embafTy  to  the  emperor 

*  Mariaka,  Hiftoria  general  de  Efpana,  1.  vii.  F£rrera$« 
HiiK  de  Hifpana,  P.  iv.  Mayerne  Turq^  Hiftoire  general* 
d'£rpa|;ne,  1.  vi.  *  Luc.  Tudenf.  Chron.    Roderic  To- 

,  let.  HiHr.  A^abum.  "^  Chron.  var.  antiq.  "  Luc.. 

Tudenf.  Ckron.   Roder.  Tokt,  Hift.  Arabum. 
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.  Cbarkmagne  with  very  rich  prefents,  amongft  the  reft  a  mag-- 
nificent  tent^  eight  mules  very  richly  barndled  and  adorned, 
and  eight  (laves,  who  were  appointed  to  condu'A  them.  The 
embafladors  were  moft  honourably  entertained,  and  the  pre* 
ients  they  brought  very  kindly  received,  the  emperor  pro-  • 
mifing  to  give  their  mailer  upon  all  occafions  marks  of  his 
efieem  and  confidence  ;  which  aflurances  were  fo  much  the 
more  welcome,  as  this  monarch  had  made  great  conquefts 
upon  the  Moors ,  and  was  at  that  time  mafter  of  feveral  very 
important  fortrefles  in  Spain  ^.  As  a  farther  mark  of  his 
piety  and  generoiity,  Don  Jlon/o  ereA^d,  in  the  great  church 
of  OviedOf  a  noble  crofs  of  gold,  and  thereupon  infcribed 
the  date  of  the  year,  which,  as  it  is  ftill  remaining,  is  con* 
fidcred  as  a  venerable  monument  of  antiquity  by  fuch  learn* 
cd  Spaniards  as  are  addifted  to  that  ftudy  ^ .  Fsrreras,  amongft 
others,  afTures  us,  that  he  went  thither  bn  purpofe  to  fee 
it,  and  that  he  found  the  date  of  the  Spani/b  sra  to  be 
D.CCC.XXXVI.  though  it  had  been  otherwiife  reported  by 
Morales  1. 

An  obftinate  and  bloody  war  breaking  out  between  2>wix,  Alonfo 
king  of  Aquitain^  fon  to  the  emperor  Charlemagne y  and  the  gains  an* 
UdoorSy  dn  which  the  former  attacked  Barcelona^  which  was  other  <vic'- 
not  only  gallandy  defended,  but  a  powerful  army  fent  to  its  '<'0'»  w-  ' 
» relief  by  Alhacan^  though  without  efFeft;  to  repair  which  ?*''''^^^*^" 
difgrace,  thofe  forces,  paffing  up  the  Ebro  by  Saragoffa,  fell  ^^^^^^ 
fuddenly  into  the  dominions  of  Don  Alonfo^  and  committed  //v    ' j 

^  •     f»  V  J  •      -L  /•  c    n  po/ed  and 

great  ravages  m  Bifcay^  and  in  the  mountains  ot  Burgos ;  i^prifoned 

\  upon  this  the  king  marched  againft  them  with  a  confiderable 
army,  and,  having  forced  the  Moors  to  a  general  engage- 
ment, obtained  a  complete  vi<^ory.;  but  as  human  profperity  A.D«8oi« 
is  ever  deceitful,  fo  this  gleam  of  good  fortune  proved  but 
the  prelude  to  an  unexpedled  calamity  ^.  There  ftill  re- 
mained in  his  dominions  a  large  number  of  malecontents, 
who,  upon  this  occafion,  had  taken  arms,  and  made  the 
greater  part  of  the  king's  forces  :  thefe,. immediately  after, 
the  viAory,  turned  upon  their  fovereign,  and  endeavour- 
ed to  feize  his  perfon,  in  which,  by  their  fuperiority  to 
thofe  who  were  well  affedled,  they  fucceeded,  and,  having 
depofed  the  king,  carried  him  to  the  monaftery  of  AbeHa^ 
into  which  they  thruft  him  as  a  prifoner.  This  account 
is  indeed  dark  and  perplexed,  which  muft  be  excufed,  fince 

^  VASiEi  Hifpaniae  Chronicon.  ^  Hiftoria  de  Efpana, 

P.  iv.         f  Ambrosia  MoaALE8»  Chronica  genp-at  de  £(pana« 
p.  355.  '  Luc.  Tudenf.  Chronicoa.  Rod^ric  Tolet« 
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there  is  no  better  to  be  had,  becaufe  the  S^am/b  hifloriaiu 
are,  <A  all  others,  the  kaft  indioed  to  perpetuate  the  mc^ 
mory  of  rebellioos  K 
lttfiwrtit9     This  defe^tioa,  however  great,  ^iras  not  general;  and 
his  dam-   though  the  rebels,  by  managing  their  defign  with  great  ie^ 
miwu^  hi   creTy,  and  being  firft  in  arms,  appeared  very  fbrimdable ; 
hcQmis      yet  when  thofe,  who  were  loyal  to  their  prince,  came  to  re* 
iwia  wc'  cdU^  themfelves,  and  faw  pbunly,  that;  tho'  the  people  &b- 
^^'^^Ag     ^^^  ^f  ^7  ^^^^  ^^  pleafure  ia,  this  revobition,  it  indoced 
^QQg^^      them  to  contrive  in  their  own  minds  a  new  change  of  afiaks. 
Amongf):  thofe  who  were  in  thefe  honeft  and  honourable 
fentiments  S  was  one  Theudis,  a  man  of  great  quality,  whofe 
numerous  alliances  created  him  a  general  influence  over  his 
relations  and  neighbours.    He  made  aie  of  this  to  per* 
(bade  them,  that  it  would  be  no  difficult  thing  to  take  the 
lung  out  of  the  monaftery  where  the  rebels  had  placed  him^ 
and  to  fet  him  again  upon  the  throne.    As  they  concur* 
red  upon  the  firft  motion,  the  thing  was  executed  almoft  as 
foon  as  concerted ;  and  the  people  rifing  ia  multitudes,  as 
foon  as  they  appeared  in  arms,  they  brought  the  kiag  °  out 
of  the  monaftery,  and  carried  him  in  triumph  to  Ovieda, 
where  he  refomed  the  r^l  dignity,  and,  by  his  demency 
towards  the  confpirators,  exttnguillwd  at  once  a  fafHon  that 
might  have  proved  very  troublefome,  if  he  had  treated  them 
A.D.802*  with  feverity.    The  war  continuing  between  the  French  and 
the  ihfideb,  .by  fea  as  well  as  land,  Don  Ahnfo  took  occafion 
from  thence  to  execute  all  the  defigns  he  had  before  formed 
in  their  utmoft  extent,  by  which  his  dominions  were  very 
much  improved,  and  the  force  of  the  monarchy  rendered 
much  greater  than  at  the  time  of  his  accef&on.     But  a  peace 
being  at  length  made  between  the  two  nations  before-men- 
tioned  v,  Awacan  took  that  opportunity  of  raifing  a  great 
army,  whi«h,  under  the  command  of  Almacan^  pafled  the 
JkisrOf  and  fell  into  the  territories  of  Don  Alanfa^  whofe' 
policy  now  fuf&red  fome  alteration  ;  for  he  no  longer  per? 
nutted  the  Moors  to  ravage  a  country  which  he  had  been  at 
fo  much  pains  to  people,  but  gave  tliem  batde  as  foon  as 
pofTtble,  in  which  he  gained  a  glorious  and  moft  important 
vidory  «.    The  very  next  year  another  army,  under  the  com- 
mand <^  Omar^  again  entered  his  dominions,  and  were  again 

'  Chron.  var.  antiq.  '  Roobric  Tolet  de  reb.  Hifpan. 
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beacea;  upon  which  a  truce  enfucdy  which  gave  Don 
zM9fffi>  IdfnrB  to  purfue  his  wife  and  pi6us  deilgns  for  the 
iecuring  his  domiQiOfis,  and  gaining  new  advantages  to  his 
fobjefts. 

Thb  trne  delign  of  this  ceflation,  on  the  part  of  the  in-  TheinfidiU 
Bdels,  was  only  to'  gain  an  opportunity  of  fnrprifing  the  i^'viuk  hi$^ 
Cbriitiansy  as  appeared' plainly  by  an  irruption  of  theirs  un-  ^^ritmrin 
der  the  command  of  Abd&kariny  in  the  year  enfuing.   After  H^^^^ 
wailing  the  adjacent  country,  he  formed  the  fiege  of  6^/-  ^^  ^ 
horra^  a  place  of  great  confequence,  and  of  which  he  was  l^^^wj* 
in  hc^s  of  becoming  mafter  before  Don  Ahnfo  was  in  a  con- 
dition to  give  him  any  diftuirbance ;  but  in  this   he  found 
himfelf  miAaken;  fof  the  place  made  a  vigorous  defence, 
which  gave  the  king  fufficient  time  to  march  to  its  relief; 
and,  upon  this,  Ahdalcarin^  not  caring  to  tmft  the  ifliie  of  a 
battle,  raifed  the  fiege  and  retired.     All  thefe  repeated  dif-  A.I>.8i6. 
appointments  dlfcouraged  Alhacan^  king  of  Cordova^  fo  much, 
that  he  remained  quiet  for  feveral  years.     At  length  he  re- 
ftinaed  Ms  defign  of  recovering  at  leaft  fome  part  of  the  coun- 
tries which  had  been  taken  from  him.     To  facilitate  this 
defign,  he  divided  his  forces  into  two  conlid^raUe  armies, 
one  under  the  command  of  Alabez,  the  other  under  that  of 
Melicy  both  his  near  relations  \     They  entered  Galicia  by 
dtfTerent  routes,    defboying  the  country  without  mercy. 
Thefe  diforders,  however,  did  not  lail  long,  for  the  king,  at 
the  head  of  one  army,  and  his  coufin  Don  Ramro,  at  the 
head  of  another,  quickly  gave  a  check  to  the  infidels,  and  « 

gained  two  fignal  viAories^  on  the  fame  day,  which  foon  de-  A«D.8ai« 
fivered  that  province  from  the  fury  of  the  infidels,  and  lefb 
the  king  at  liberty  to  proceed  in  his  care  of  civil  and  eocle- 
Aaftical  concerns,  and  to  provide  for  die  cultivation  and  fet- 
tlen\ent  of  thofe  diftrifts  which  he  had  (o  gallantly  and  fuc- 
tefsfuUy  defended. 

•  A  NEW  civil  war  broke  out  amongfV  the  Moors  upon  the  DonMeth 
death  of  AUacan,  king  of  Cordova^  and,  amongft  others  who  ^^  rtiiews 
revolted  ffcmi  his  fon  Abderrahman  the  Second,  was  Maha-  !lff m""* 
mut^y  governor  of  Merida,  an  officer  of  great  valour  and  expe-  f^  ■*•<*- 
f ience,  who,  having  a  numerous  garrifon,  believed  it  poflible  V.  fj^j^* 
for  hiffl  to  render  himfelf  independent.     Abderrahman,  either  ^j^^  ^j^ 
noved  by  the  importance  of  the  place,  or  defirous  of  making  ^trajs 
a  particular  example  of  Mabamut,  marched  againft  him  im-  bim. 
mediatdly  with  a  very  formidable  army,    and,  though  he 
defended  himfelf  with  great  (kUl  and  courage,  atid  fome- 

•  RotfiRic  Tofct.  Hift.  Arab.  *  Chron.  var.  antiq. 
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times  alfo  with  confiderable  advantage,  yet,  peroeivii^  faa 
tr  jops  gradually  diminUh,  and  knowing  that  he  had  no  xe-  ^ 
ib Jrce  if  the  place  was  once  invefted,  he  threw  himfelf  widi 
all  his  adherents  into  the  dominions  of  Don  Alonfo^  and  det 
manded  his  protection  <i;  which  that  moaarch,  knowing  him 
to  be  a  brave  man  and  an  able  officer,  readily  granted  hia^ 
and  appointed  him  and  his  troops  to  defend  the  froatiers  of 
Portugal ^9  without  taking  any  umbrage  at  their  remainiog 
A.D.S24.  M^ammedans.  After  he  had  acquitted  himfelf  with  great 
honour  for  near  feven  years  in  the  difchargc  of  this  tnift» 
Mahamut  fet  on  foot  fome  intrigues  for  reconciling  himfdf 
to  Jbderrahman ;  fuggefting,  that,  if  he  would  fami(h  him 
with  a  fufficient  number  of  troops,  he  would  infallibly  pot 
into  his  hands  the  whole  province  of  Galicia  ^.  This  pro- 
pofal  was  too  advantageous  to  be  rejeAed ;  and  the  troops 
being  furnifhed  that  he  defired,  Mahamut  put  himfelf  ac  tfat 
head  of  them  as  well  as  his  own,  and  marched  direAly  to 
the  cadle  of  St.  Chriflina^  which  is  within  a  very  fmall  dif* 
tance  of  LugOy  by  which  all  the  adjacent  country  was  put 
under  contribution. 

Vaninnjhts  ^^  ^^  ^''^  ^^^^  of  f<>  extraordinary  an  event,  the  king 
#i»Moors,  difpatched  his  orders  to  the  prince  Don  Rcamro  %  to  throw 
rtfigns  the  himrdf  immediately  into  Lugo  with  all  the  troops  under  his 
rr^wir.irW  command,  which  he  accordingly  performed.  The  king 
f99H  after  foon  after  joined  him  with  a  much  more  confiderable  body 
«V/.  ^f  ^Q^  .  ^Q(]^  immediately  after  this  junction  was  made,  they 

marched  with  their  whole  army  againft  the  infidels^.  Maba* 
mut  was  much  fuperior  in  number,  made  a  fine  difpofitioa 
of  his  troops,  and  received  the  Chriftians  with  great  firmne& 
and  intrepidity ;  but  being  Ilain  ^  in  the  very  begianiog  of 
the  action,  and  his  head  prefented  on  the  point  of  a  lance  to 
the  king,  the  infidels  fopn  fell  into  confufion,  fo  that  in  the 
battle,  and  in  the  purfuit,  they  loil  fifty  thoufand  men.  Tb^ 
caftle  alio  was  immediately  furrendered,  in  which  they  found 
(poils  to  an  immenfe  value.  The  king  was  alfo  viftdrious  in 
(ome  other  engagements,  which  ef&(tually  quelled  the  fpirit 
A.D.tip.  of  the  infidels.  But  Don  Alonfo^  finding  himfelf  weak  and 
infirm  through  age,  and  the  great  fatigues  he  had  endured, 
fummoned  an  aflembly  of  the  ilates  \  to  whom  he  recom- 
mended his  coufin  Don  Ramiro  for  his  fucceflbr,  and,  upon 

'  Luc.  Tudeniis  Chron.    Vasjei  Hifpanie  Chron.      *  Rod. 
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kis  eleAion,  refigaed  to  him  the  adminiftration,  when  be  had 

Sreigned,  after  his  laid  acceffion  to  the  throne,  near  £»rty-foar 

years.     He  furvived,  after  this,  to  the  year  of  onr  Lord 

'ght  hundred  forty- two,  and  then  cxphed^,  at  the  age  of 

:venty-fevcn>  univerfally  regretted  by  his  fubjefts,  and  with 

^e  higheft  reputation  of  any  monarch  of  his  time. 

At  the  time  of  the  old  monarch's  deceafe,  Don  Ramrp  Don  Ra-. 
xvas  in  the  country  of  Jlavay  which  afforded  an  opportunity  miro/Kr- 
^o  count  Nepotian,  an  artful  and  ambitious  nobleman™,  to^^'^*  <« 
perfuade  feveral  perfons  of  high  difUn£tion,  to  whom  lic^'''€^** 
xnade  large  promifes,  that,  with  their  ailiilance,  he  could '?^*'T^''" 
maintain  himfelf  upon  the  throne,  and   thereby  defeat  thc^^'*/^ 
former  eleftion  of  Don  Ramiro,  and  the  late  difpoiition  in  NeDol^m. 
Iiis  favour  by  king -^/(w/&.     They,  being  (educed  by  his  £»tr 
Speeches,  gave  him  the  title  of  king,  and  raifed  an  army 
^with  an  intention  to  fupport  his  title ;  but  Don  Xamiro,  as 
ibon  as  he  had  intelligence  of  this  defeAion,  haftened  into 
Calicia,  and  aflembled  a  good  body  of  forces  at  Lugo,  and 
from   thence  marched  towards  the  frontiers  of  the  y^«p 
rias  ".     Count  Nepotian,  having,  partly  by  naoney,  partly  A.D.845* 
by  violence,  drawn  together  a  great  number  of  troops  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Oviedo^  began^  to  move  very  readily,  in 
order  to  give  the  king  batde,  at  as  great  a  diftance  as  ought 
be  from  the  capital.     When  the  two  armies  were  in  fight, 
he  quickly  difcerned  how  much  he  had  deceived  himfelf  with 
refpeA  to  his  intereft  in  the  army ;  for  the  troops  delerted 
to  Don  Ramiro  ^  in  fuch  numbers,  that,  feeing  himfelf  on 
the  point  of  being  abandoned,  he  placed  all  his  hopes  of 
iafety  in  his  flight ;  on  which  two  of  the  great  lords,  who 
had  been  deepeft  in  his  treafon,  purfued,  made  him  prifoner  ^, 
and  brought  him  in  that  condition  to  the  king,  who  ordered 
that,  his  eyes  being  firft  put  our,  he  fbould  be  confined  be 
life  in  a  monaftery  ;  and  thus,  the  rebellion  being  imirdy 
cruflied,  Don  Ramiro  entered  in  triumph  into  Oviedo, 

Don  Ramiro  found  himfelf  obliged  to  b^in  his  reign  ^  ^^/ Ner* 
with  fome  neceflary  afts  of  feverity  ;  for,  on  the  one  hand,  °^*n« 
the  roads  were  difturbedby  robbers,  and  on  the  other,  many  '^^  *, 
in  the  villages,  through  anexccflive  fuperlHtion,  abandoned  /  ^f  f 
themfelvcs  to  forcery .  As  to  the  former,  as  faft  as  they  could^^j[^^^" 
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Coraima,  be  taken,  he  condemned  them  to  lofe  their  eyer;  and  the 
mndart     latter^  ft  they  fell  into  the  hands  of  jnftice^  were  coaunitted 
rifulfid.    to  the  flames.    Thefe  inteftme  troubles  were  fncceeded  by 
an  nnexpefted  foreign  invafion.     The  Normans^  ^vho  At 
that  time  infefted  all  the  maritime  provinces  of  Europe^  made 
a  defcent  at  Corurma^  and  began,  according  to  their  ufual 
cnftom/  to  wafte  all  the  adjacent  country  with  fire  and 
Iword.    But  Don  Ramiro  %  marching  againft  tijem  with  a 
potent  army,  took  his  meafures  with  to  much  prudence,  that 
lie  itmted'thefe  barbarous  invaders  with  a  prodigious  flaagh* 
ter,  took  great  numbers  of  them  prifoners,  and  burnt  the 
A.D.844.beft  part  of  thetr  fleet;  which  reception  fo  frighted  thefe 
barbarians,  that,  though  they  long  troubled  thofe  parts  dE 
Spain  that  were  under  the  dominion  of  the  Moors,  they 
never  ventured  to  make  any  defcent  on  the  territories  of  Don 
Ramiro f   which  gained  him  great  reputation  and  refpeft 
amongft  his  neighbours  :  yet  this  could  not  fecure  him  quiet 
at  home,  where  two  great  lords »,  honoured  wtth  employ- 
ments of  high  importance,  and  who  had  daily  accefs  to  the 
knig%  perfon,  formed  a  confpiracy  againft  him,  and,  upon 
A.D. 845.^^5  being  difcovered,  broke  out  into  an  open  revolt.     How- 
ever, through  the  courage  and  conduft  of  the  king,  they 
were  qtiickly  reduced,  the  former  bdng  puniftied  with  the 
to&  of  his  fight,  and  the  latter,  with  his  feven  fons,  a!l  fnf- 
fered  death,  not  by  the  fole  will  and  pleafure  of  the  king, 
but  by  the  iblemn  judgment  of  the  flates  ^ 
^  Urious      Abderrahman  the  fecond,  long  of  Cordova^  believing, 
m^ory  oh-  ^^  Pretending  to  bclie\*e,  that  Don  Ramiro  had  excited  the 
tSnedovir  'Norntdnt  to  thofc  frequent  defcents  on  his  dominions,  hav- 
i^/Moors,  ing  intell^ence  of  the  troubles  that  had  broke  out  in  the 
tmueming  j^urias^  invaded  the  dominions  of  Don  Ramiro  wi£h   his 
nahicb       whole  force*.     The  king,  who  had  jufl  vanquiftied   his 
ibire  art    his  rebels,  and  had  a  numerous  body  of  forces  in  the  fidd, 
2^ A'   not  allow  the  enemy  much  time  to  make  conquefls,  but; 
marching  dire&Iy  towards  them,  engaged  and  defeated  them 
with  prodigious  effufion  of  blood.     In  this  glorious  action 
hb^  brother   Don  Garciai,  and  his  fon  Don  Ordogno^  were 
prefent,    and  dlftinguifhed  themfelves  exceedingly,    which 
gave  the  king  an  opportunity  of  recommending  the  latter  ^ 
to  the  favour  of  the  nobility,  who,  to  reward  his  courage, 
and  to  give  the  king  the  higheft  proof  of  their  affeftion  and 

'  Chron.  var.  antiq.  •  Luc,  Tudenf.  Chron.         *  Rod. 

Tolet.  de  rebus  Hifpan.  I,  iv.     Vasai  Chron.  "  Rodbric 

Tolct.  Hift.  Arabum.  ^  Luc.  Tudenf,  Chroa.   Vas/ei 

Chron. 

"  efieem, 


C*  r*  ilbe  Kingdom  of  Leon  and  Oviedd.'  S^i^ 

efieem,  eleAed  that  young  prince  bis  coadjmor  and  fucceflbr* 
Ferreras  ^*  places  the  confpiracy  of  count  Pimolo  after  this 
deftion,  which  he  fuppofes  to  have  been  his  chief  motive  ; 
aad^  if  this  be  admitted,  it  will  account  for  that  difTereoce  ia 
peniihinent  which  this  unhappy  man  and  his  family  fuflained^ 
ioaimach  as  the  king's  clemency  was  now  quite  warn  out. 
It  was  not  king  after  this  that  JbderrahmanH  made  another 
irruption  into  the  territories  of  Don  RamirOy  in  which  T*rar 
that  iiluftrioas  monarch  gained  the  moft  iignal  victory  in  hid 
vrhole  reign,  and  this,  as  fome  modern  hiilorians  ^  aflert,  in  A.I>.d49) 
the  plains  of  Clavijo,  with  the  aiGTiftance  of  3t.  James,  the 
great  patron  of  Spain,  who  net  only  encouraged  the  king  ia 
a  dream  before  the  fight,  but  was  likewife  pr«fent  in  perfoa 
on  a  white  horfe  ;  and  they  likewife  pretend,  that  the  king 
made  a  vow  upon  this  occafion,  by  which  he  charged  all 
the  la^ds  in  Spain  with  an  annual  tribute  to  the  church  of 
that  affile  at  Compq/iella  ;  but  wifer  writers  ^  of  that  na* 
tioQ  have  not  fcrupled  to  acknowlege,  that  all  this  is  merd 
romance,  and  that  it  may  be  proved  fo  from  thofe  very 
chatters  and  records  to  which  the  patrons  of  this  tale  refei* 
us  for  the  moft  authentic  proofs  of  its  veracity.     The  reader 
will  excufe  our  omitting  paffages  of  this  fort  fometimes ;  but 
this  was  fo  remarkable,  and  has  occafioned  fo  many  and  fo 
high  difputes,  that  it  would  not  have  been  pardonable,  to 
have  palled  it  over  in  iilence. 

The  king,   now  far  advanced  in  years,    was  attentive  The  hng 
chiefly  to  his   domeftic  concerns,   eftabliftiing  ecclefiaftical«j/<^J^/j«'- 
and  charitable  foundations,  conciliating  thereby  the  affcc-**?^'*^**- 
ttons  of  the  clergy,  nobility,  and  people,  in  order  to  pave  '^^''/'^  '^^ 
the  way  for  Don  Ordogho's  quiet  pofTeffion  of  the  )siTigiom/p    J, 
when,  in  the  midft  of  th^e  labours,   death  relieved  hun     /f^'* 
from  his  iatigues  b,  on  the  firft  of  February,  in  the  year  of  6ur  j^^^^ 
Lord  eight  hundred  and  fifty.    His  body  was  interred  in  the 
church  of  Santa  Maria  in  Oviedo,  together  with  t^ofe  of  his* 
queens  Paterna  and  Urraca,  and  his  brother  Don  Garcias, 
siter  having  governed  with  great  glory  to  himfelf,  and  no' 
lefs  advantage  to  his  fubjedls,  feven  years  complete,  leaving 
them  in  a  ftate  of  perfeA  tranqulUity,  as  well  as  in  a  condi- 
tioo  that  left  them  little  or  nothing  to  fear  from  any  of  their 
neighbours.     He  had  therefore  juft  reafon  to  expeA,  that, 
in  gratitude  for  thefe  fervices,  as  well  as  out  of  refpeft  to 
his  ion's  merit  and  thdr  own  late  aft,  they  would  admit  him 
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to  the  peaceable  enjoyment  of  the  kingdom,  though,  from 
what  had  pafled  in  his  own  reign,  he  was  fully  fenfible  that 
there  was  a  very  ftrong  party  who  difliked  hereditary  fiic- 
'  ceffion,  though  it  took  place  in  confequence  of  an  efeftion, 
and  who  waited  only  for  a  favourable  opportunity  to  fet  it 
afide,  by  placing  one  of  their  own  fa^ion  upon  the  throne, 
in  hopes  fuch  an  example  might  bring  in  a  new  r^;nia- 
tion.. 
juj.  -  'Don  Ordagno  continued  the  adminiftration  of  the  regal- 

Den  OX'  dignity  *  after  his  father's  death,  in  his  own  right,  and  the 
doeno       nobility  feemed  to  be  very  well  fatisficd  with  his  acceffion ; 
fucctids^     fome  of  them,  however,  excited  the  Gafcons  in  the  province 
andquajhesoi  Alava  to  take  up  arms,  and,  which  was  ftill  worfe,  to 
au  infur'  call  in  the  Moors  to  their  afliftance.    The  king  was  no  fooner 
rection  in   iaformed  that  they  were  in  motion,  than  he  marched  againft 
Alava.      x\\iZTCi ""  with  a  fmall  body  of  choice   troops,  and,  arriving 
fooner  than  they  expedled,  eafily  defeated  them.     But  when 
he  was  upon  his  march  back  to  his  capital,  he  had  intelli- 
gence that  the  Moors,  who  had  promifcd  them  their  aflift- 
ance, had   entered   the  province,   and  were  about  to  take 
polTeffion  of  it ;  upon  which  he  marched  back  with  fo  much 
fwiftnefs  and  fecrecy,  that,  furprifing  them  in  their  camp, 
he  cut  off  great  numbers,  and  forced  the  remainder  to  make 
A.D.?50.  a  precipitate  retreat  ^    At  his  return  to  Oviedo,  he  found 
that  a  new  civil  war  was  broke  out  in  the  kingdom  of  Cor^ 
dova ;  and  that  Muza,  an  officer  of  great  courage  and  ex- 
perience,  but  of  ftill  greater  ambition,  had  revolted,  and 
was  endeavouring  to  make  himfelf  an  independent  prince  8. 
As  this  war  was  favourable  to  his  interefts,  he,  as  a  polltt« 
cian,  took  care  to  keep  it  alive,  and  fent  alfo  a  confiderable 
body  of  troops  to  the  afliftance  of  the  people  of  Toledo,  who 
had  likewife  taken  up  arms  againft  Mahamut,  king  of  Cor^ 
dova,  who,  by  a  ftratagem,  drew  them  out  of  their  city, 
and  not  only  beat  their  forces,  but  alfo  thofe  fent  by  Don 
Ordogno,  of  whom  there  were  eight  thoufand  killed,    and 
twelve  thoufand  of  the  people  of  Toledo,  which  enabled  the 
A.D.8C4.  conqueror  to  raife  feveral  pillars  of  heads,  as  a  triumphant 
though  barbarous  manner  of  celebrating  his  viftory  ** ;    a 
cruel  and  indecent  cuftom  pra6lifed  long  before  amongft 
thefe  people,  and  which  in  Africa  is  fbll  in  ufe. 

'  Mariana,  Hiftoria  general  de  Efpana,  1.  vii.  Ferreras, 
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This  misfortune  did  not  hinder  Don  Ordogno  from  con-  He  is  de- 
tinning  his  afliftance  to  the  people  of  Toledo^  who  ftill  per-  cei'ved^ 
lifted  in  their  revolt ;  and  while,  by  this  method,  he  pro-  *^^^  ^ 
i^ded  full  employment  for  the  Moors^  he  fortified  the  chief /^^  ^^f^' 
Cities  in  his  own  dominions.     He  particularly  walled  thofe  of^"^*^***'*^ 
Leon  i  and  AJiorga^  and  eftabliftied  an  epifcopal  fee  in  each.  ^/^ 
But,  while  he  was  thus  occupied  in  thefe  cares,  he  received  avainfi  a 
information  that  Jthaulfo^  bifhop  of  Compoftella^  was  guilty  hijhop. 
of  a  moft  heinous  fin,  equally  contrary  to  his  nature  as  a  man,  A.D.857. 
and  to  his  duty  as  a  Chriftian ;  and,  without  confidering  that 
this  was  charged  on  him  only  by  flaves,  he  fufFered  his  paf-   ' , 
fion  to  rife  fo  high  on  that  prelate's  appearing  in  his  pre- 
fence,  that  he  turned  loofe  upon  him  a  bull  which  happened 
to  be   then  baiting ;  but  the  beaft,  inftead  of  deftroying 
Athaulfoj  approached  him  gently,  and  without  doing  him 
any  hurt,  which  the  kii^  and  the  nobility  about  him  looked 
upon  as  a  certain  proof  of  his  innocence 'f.     The  bifhop, 
however,  took  this  imputation  fo  heavily,  that  he  quitted  his 
charge,  ^d  fpent  the  remaining  part  of  a  long  life  in  a  her- 
mitage, as  if,  after  fuch  an  efcape,  he  thought  it  fafer  to 
pafs  his  days  amongft  beafts  than  men.     Soon  after  the  king 
received  intelligence,  that  Muza,  whom  we  have  before  men- 
tioned, who,  though  defcended  from  the  Coths,  profefTed 
the  Mohammedan  religion,  and  had  chofen  Saragqffk  for  his 
capital,  had  begun  to  fortify  the  town  of  Albayda ',  upon 
the  frontiers  of  king  Ordogno's  territories,  with  a  view  to 
cover  himfelf  from  any  incurfions  on  that  fide;  but  the  king, 
who  had  given  him  no  occafion  for  this  precaution,    took  it 
in  another  light,  believing  that  he  meant  thereby  to  have  a 
door  open  to  make  inroads  at  his  pleafure  into  the  adjacent 
country.     Don  Ordogno,  therefore,  refolved  to  demolifti  this 
new  fortrefs,  and  marched  with  a  numerous  army  for  that 
purpofe ;  of  which  as  foon  as  Muza  had  intelligence,  he 
put  himfelf  in  motion  with  all  his  forces,  in  order  to  cover 
the  place ".  .  This  brought  on  a  battle,  which  was  obfti* 
nately  fought ;  but  in  the  end  the  king  gained  a  complete 
▼iftory,  CarciUy  the  fon-in-law  of  Muza,  with  ten  thoufand 
men,  being  killed  upon  the  place,  and  Muza  himfelf,  be- 
ing much  wounded,  narrowly  efcaped  being  made  prifoner, 
to  die  of  thofe  wounds  a  few  days  after  in  SaragoJJ'a ".     As 
for  the  fortrefs  of  Albayda,  it  fubmitted  to  the  king,  who 
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difmontlfld  It  as  he  iBteuded  ;  but,  for  all  thefe  advants^es, 
he  faw,  when  it  was  too  late,  that  the  king  of  Cordova^  with- 
out (haling  at  all  in  the  danger,  had  gained  more  by  the 
defeat  of  uMuza  than  himfelf,  oioft  of  the  places  which  that 
rebel  held  having  fubmitted  to  that  king  upoA  his  death. 

Ma^amut,  king  of  Cordova^  being  thus  delivered  by  one 
eneoay  from  another,  raifed  a  formidable  army,  in  order  to 
great  ai-   j-g^^^g  'j'okdo  ;  and,  notwltliftanding  they  received  fame  fuc- 
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cours  from.  Don  Ordcgno,  yet,  in  confequence  of  a  long 
blockade,  they  were  forced  to  fubmlt  upon  the  beft  terms 
they  could  obtain,  after  Mcnlope^  who  was  at  the  head  of 
the  revolt,  had  dcferted  the  place,  with  fuch  as  followed  his 
fortunes  "*.  In  all  probability  Don  Ordogno  was  hindered 
from  fupporting  him  as  he  intended,  by  the  appearance  of 
the  Norrnam  upon  the  coafts  of  his  dominions,  which  ob- 
liged him  to  fend  moft  of  his  forces  to  Don  Pedro^  who  com- 
manded In  Galicia^  and  who  was  thereby  enabled  to  defeat 
thofe  plunderers,  and  to  burn  a  part  of  their  fleet  p.  Yet 
fuch  was  the  refentment  of  the  king  of  Cordova  for  the  (hare 
his  aelghbour  had  taken  In  the  defence  of  Toledo^  that  he  fent 
oi\e  of  .his  fons  with  a  numerous  army  to  invade  his  domi- 
nions, which  however  turned  more  to  his  prejudice  than  to 
that  of  the  Chriilians,  fince  Don  Ordogno  obliged  them  to 
retire  with  great  lofs<l%  The  inhabitants  of  Toledo  were  no 
Iboner  informed  of  this,  than  they  recalled  Jbenlop^,  and  re- 
volted again  with  a  fettled  refolution  to  fhake  off  the  yoke 
of  ilie  Alcors  ;  and,  on  the  the  other  fide,  Don  Ordogna 
gave  them  repeated  airurances  of  affording  them  better  aiCft*^ 
ance  than  he  had  done  heretofore  ^.  He  likewife  intended 
to  have  fuccoured  Mcrida,  which,  "after  the  example  of  7i* 
bdo^  had  revolted  agalnft  Mohammed  ^  but  that  monarch  was 
too  quick  for  them,  and,  having  reduced  the  place,  built  a 
citadel  to  rcflrain  the  inhabitants  within  the  bounds  of  their 
A;D.  862.  duty  in  time  to  come.  However,  Don  Ordogno  took  Sakt" 
manca  and  Coria^  the  former  by  florm,  which  he  demolKhed, 
the  latter  by  compofition,  and  then  returned  into  his  own 
dominions  with  a  prodigious  booty,  and  a  large  number  of 
flaves,  which  procured  him  a  joyful  reception  b;  lus  fubje£ls 
of  all  ranks  *. 
Takes  this  fHE  king  took  advantage  of  this  difpofition  in  his  people, 
fturtmtty  ^^^  propofed  the  affociation  of  his  fon  Don  Aknfo  ^,  who 
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had  diftingnilhed  himfelf  highly  §n  thefe  wars,  and  they  0/ pro- 
came  inp  it  with  a  very  good  grace.    It  was  not  long  be-  curing  his 
fore  he  had  a  farther  opportunity  of  raifiog  the  prince's^«'j  ^^^- 
credit  and  his  own ;   for  the  king  of  Cordova  making  an  ef-  ^'^^*  ^' 
fort  with  the  whole  force  of  his  dominions  for  the  reduftion^.^*  ^fi^ , 
of  Toledo,  Don  Ordogno  difappointed  that  deiign ;  and  when»    ''' 
in  revenge  of  this  oppofition,  he  invaded  his  dominions  on 
the  fide  of  PortugaU  he  alfo  defeated  the  forces  of  Maha- 
mut  in  feveral  aftions,  fo  that  this  war  ended  highly  to  his 
advantage  «  ;  and   though  fome  writers  tell  us,  that  a  great 
ll^et,  equipped  by  the  Moors,  in  order  to  make  a  ddcent 
vpon  Galiciay  was  diffipated  and  deftroyed  by  tempefts,  yet 
an  ancient  chronicle  w,   written  in  thofe  times,  aflerts,  that 
they  were  beaten  by  the  Chriflian^  ;  and  therefore  we  have 
reafon  to  believe  that  Don  Ordogno  not  only  extended  his  do- 
minions upon  the  continent,  but  raifed  a  maritime*  power 
likewife,  which  never  had  been  attempted  by  his  predeceflbrs.  A.D.S6j, 
Thus,  co\'ercd  with  glory,  and  fomewhat  advanced  in  years, 
Don  Ordogno,  to  the  univerfal  regret  of  his  fubjcfts,  died  <^ 
the  gouty,  with  which  he  was  much  afBifted,  May  the  fe- 
venteenth,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  eight  hundred  fixty-fix, 
and  was  buried  in  the  royal  fcpulchre  of  the  kings  of  Oviedo, 
With  his  reign  ends  the  chronicle  of  his  fon  Don  Alonfo,  or, 
as  he  is  coramonnly  called,  Don  Alphonfo  the  Great,  a  work, 
which,  in  point  of  fafts  and  of  dates,  we  have  hithert,o 
chiefly  followed,  as  that  which  in  all  refpefts  deferved  the 
greateft  credit. 

The  nobility,  who  had  fworn  allegiance  to  the  prince  D^^  Alon- 
Don  Alonfo  atythe  age  of  fourteen,  received  him  now  in  his  fo  III. 
eighteenth  year  for  their  fovereign  *  with  great  alacrity  ;  and  fumamed 
the  young  monarch,  who  had  not  the  le^ft  doubt  of  their  the  Great, 
fidelity,  gave  moft  of  them  perfonal  marks  of  efteem  s^nd-^^'^ .    * 
aiFeftion,    fo  that  all  things  feemed  to  wear  the  face  of  the  f?      jI" 
moft  perfeft  harmony ;  yet  on  a  fudden  they  had  intelligence  jy^Yvot- 
at  Oviedo  of  the  march  of  Don  Froila,  who  was  at  the  head  j^. 
of  the  army  in  Galicia,  towards  that  capital,   with  an  intent 
to  dethrone  the  king.     Some  of  the  lords «,  who  were  neareft 
his  perfon,  advifed  him  to  retire  into  Cafiile,  as  he  had  no 
troops  about  him  to  oppofe  the  ufurper,  and  offered,  as  an 
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indobitable  proof  of  their  loyalty,  to  (hare  in  his  difgrace. 
The  young  prince  yielded  to  this/ and  it  had  a  good  efleft  ; 
for  the  ufurper,  irritated  at  the  cold  reception  he  met  wth, 
began  to  aft  the  tyrant,  and  behaved  fo  ill  towards  thofc 
with  whom  he  had  been  formerly  familiar,  that,  by  a  con- 
*  fpiracy  fuddenly  formed  againfl  him,  he  was  aflamnated  io 
A.D.866.  his  palace  almoft  as  foon  as  he  bad  feated  himfelf  on  the 

throne  ^. 
Reco<vers        DoN  Ahnfe^  as  foon  as  he  received  the  news  of  this  event, 
his  dom-    returned  with  his  friends  to  Oviedo,  and  was  received  with 
nionsy  «»^the  general  acclamations  even  of  the  ufurper's  army*^.     His 
foon  after  gj.j[^  ^^^^  ^^5  ^^  p^  j^jg  dominions  into  a  proper  ftate  of 
fupprej/es    defence,  and,  with  this  view,  he  built,  in  the  neighbourhood 
^» /^  ^  "  of  the  city  of  Leon^  the  caftle  of  Subknciay  which  is  the 
place?  now  called  Sollanco,  in  order  to  cover  the  JJturias 
from  the  irruption  of  any  enemies  ;  at  the  fame  time  he 
peopled  the  town  of  Cea^  and  built  there  t  very  ftrong  cita- 
del with  the  very  fame  view**.     While  he  was  thus  em- 
ployed, he  was  informed  of  the  revolt  of  count  Eylon^  in 
the  province  of  Jlava}   upon  which  he  marched  thither 
with  a  numerous  army ;  but,  upon  his  approach,  the  rebels 
laid  down  their  arms,  threw  the  fault  upon  their  chief,  whom 
they  brought  prifoner  to  the  king,  who,  granting  them  a  ge- 
neral pardon,  returned  with  his  forces  to  Oviedo  ^ ;  yet  he 
was  fcarce  arrived  in  his  capital,  before  he  received  intelli- 
•  gence  that  they  were  in  arms  again ;  which  obliged  him  to 
march  into  that  province  a  fecond  time,  where,  having  eafily 
reduced  ihefe  mutinous  people,  he  was,  notwithftanding  the 
natural  clemency  of  his  nature,  in  a  manner  compelled  to 
make  feme  examples  f,  to  prevent  future  difturbances,  and 
that  he  might  have  leifure  to  purfue  thofe  important  de- 
A.D.868.  f^P["s  he  had    formed  for  the  benefit  of  his  fubjefts.     He 
alfo,  at  his   return   to  Oviedo,  made  a  prefent  of  a  noble 
flitiae  of  filver  to  the  cathedral  church,  for  the  more  con- 
venient holding  of  their  relics,  which  is  ftill  preferved,  and, 
by  an  infcription  thereon,    the^  time  of  his  acceflion  to  the  ^ 
throne  is  clearly  aflerted  °. 
Cai/ts  invo      As  foon  as  Mahamut,  king  of  Cordova,  had  intellig^ce  of 
fgnal^jic-  the  great  affiduity  with  which  Don  Alonfo  fortified  the  chief 
tortes  c<ver  places  oa  his   frontier,  and  the  methods  he  employed  for 
■        '    •  keeping  up  a  regular  militia  in  every  pare  of  his  territories, 
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even  iQ  time  of  peace,  he  concluded,  that,  as  foon  as  thefe  mut,  king 
deHgos  were  atcbieved,  he  might  be  in  danger  from  fo  aftivc  of  Cordo- 
and  io  potent  a  neighbour,  and  therefore  he  held  it  policy  to  ^^ 
begia  firft,  and.  to  endeavour,  while  part  of  the  country  was 
ftill  open,  to  make  fome  impreilion  upon  the  Chrijftians.    He 
had  at  that  time  a  very  numerous  army  on  foot,  to  which 
notwithftanding  he  added  fome  new  levies;   and,  having 
divided  the  whole  into  two  bodies  V  gave  the  command  of 
one  to  his  brother  Jbulmundar,  and  the  other  to  an  officer       ' 
of  great  reputation,  whofe  name  was  Jlcanatel,  with  in- 
Ilru^tions  to  penetrate  into  the  dominions  of  Don  ^lon/o  at 
the  fame  time,  one  on  the  fide  of  Leon,  and  the  other  thro' 
CaliciaK     The  news  of  this   double  invafion  reached  the 
king's  ears  while  he  lay  at  no  great  diftance  from  Leon^  with 
a  fmall  army,  but  compofed  chiefly  of  troops  that  had  ferved 
long  under  his  father.     He  took  his  meafure?  direftly,  and, 
inarching  with  the  utmoft  expedition  to  Leon,  he  attacked 
u4bidmundar  unexpeftedly,  and,  after  a  fhort  though  very 
bloody  difpute,  defeated  his  forces  ^  with  great  flaughter.  .  -^    ^ 
He  marched  next  againft  Alcanatel,  over  whom  he  obtained  A.D.809.. 
a  more  complete  viftory,  the  far  greater  part  of  his  troops 
being  killed  on  the  field  of  battle,  or  in  the  purfuit,  his 
camp   taken  and  plundered,  and  the  poor  remains  erf  his 
army  fo  thoroughly  diifipated,  that  Don  Alonfo  ravaged  the 
provinces  of  Tierra  de  Campos,  and  the  diArifts  of  SimencaSj 
TorOy  and  Zaynora,  in  all  which  he  left  not  a  Mohatrtmedan, 
but  carried  into  flavery  dl  that  he  found  there  K 

The  very  fame  year  he  efpoufed   the  celebrated  Ximene,  Conquers 
Ximcna,  or  Chimene «»,  defcended  from  the  illuflrious  houfey^^«^ 
of  Navarre,  and,,  in  confequence  of  that  marriage,  entered  ^^^Jj/^^^ 
into  a  league  ofFenfive  and  defenfive  againft  the  Moors,  which,  '^^^^"f 
as  foon  as  the  rejoicings  for  the  marriage  were  over,  was  fol-  ^j/r^^'"f 
lowed  by  another  campaign,  in  which  he  wafted  the  tcrrito-  i^ggpjZf 
ries  of  the  infidels  through  a  vaft  extent,  brought  away  an  fy^jg  con* 
incredible  multitude  of  flaves,  and  a  booty  of  immenfe  va-  quefls% 
lue  n.     The  winter  he  fpept  in  his  own  territories,  and  in 
examining  how  far  the  defigns  which  he  had  propofed  for 
the  beneht  of  his' fabjefls  were  carried  irito  execution.     At 
the  return  of  the  fprirfg  he  was  again  in  motion  ;  and,  hav- 
ing pafled  the  Duero.,  he  advanced  as   far  as  Lamego  and 
Vifeo,  and,  finding  them  ftill  in  the  fame  fituation  they  had 
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been  left  in  by  his  predcceflbr  Jlonfo  the  Catholic^  conciaocd 
his  progrefs  to  Comhr.ay  which  he  took  and  difmantled* 
His  viftorious  army  having  as  much  plunder  as  they  were 
able  to  tranfport»  and  as  many  flaves  as  it  was  poffible  for 
them  to  bring  away  with  fafety,  he  returned  to  Oviedo^  where 
he  gave  audience  to  the  embalTadors  of  the  king  of  Cordova^ 
A.D.871.  and  granted  them  a  truce  *"  upon  very  advantageous  terms. 
His  next  carfe  was  to  reftore  and  rcpeople  the  cities  of  Au- 
renfa  in  Galiciay  and  of  Braga  and  Porto  between  the  Duera 
,  and  the  Minho,  dividing  all  the  adjacent  lands  amongft  thofe 

whom  he  fent  thither.     The  followjng  year  he  repaired  La- 
mego  and  Vifeo  in  the  fame  manner ;  and  upon  this  occadoa 
it  was  that  the, tomb,  in  which  lay  the  remains  of  Don  Ro^ 
dericy  the  laft  king  of  the  Gothsy  was  difcovered.    He  caufed 
likewife  Coimbra,  or  Cofiimhra,  to  be  re-edified  in  the  fame 
manner,  direfting  it  to  be  flrongly  fortified,  as  intending  to 
make  it  his  frontier  on  that  fide  P.     By  this  prudent  method 
he  fecured  the  interior  of  his  territory  from  the  ravages  of 
the  infidels. 
D<feati         '^^  ^  ^^°S  ^  Cordcva,  as  foon  as  the  term  for  which  he 
the  Moor-  had  concluded  the  truce  was  expired,  renewed  his  hoftilities, 
ifli  armies  >vlth  an  intent   to  diflurb  Don  j^lon/o  in  his  projeft  of  re- 
emphyed  to  peopling  the  flat  country  which  he  had  fubdued.     But  this 
fre^enthis  was  attended  with  no  better  fnccefs  than  in  his  former  war, 
ixecutmg   Don  Alonfo  being  conftantly  viftorious  in  every  adlion,  and 
tmsdejign,  tarrying  his  arms  in  this  campaign  as  far  as  the  city  of  Me- 
rida^.     The  king  of  Cordova^  having  recruited  his  forces, 
and  having  obtained  feme  fiipplies  from  the  moft  diAant 
,  parts  of  his  dominions,  aflembled  a  much  better  army  than 
he  had  the  year  before,  under  the  command  of  Abuhalef^  a 
very  gallant  officer,  and  of  eftablifhed  reputation  ;  but  tho* 
it  was  in  the  power  of  this  monarch  to  change  his  captains, 
it  was  not  within  the  reach  either  of  him  or  them  to  change 
the  fortune  of  the  war  ;  for,  coming  to  an  engagement,  on 
the  frontiers,  with  feme  of  Don  Jlonfo'^  generals,  who  com- 
manded his  army  in  his  ablence,  the  Moors  were  defeated ; 
.  and  Abuhalet,  being  taken  prifoner,  was  fcnt  to  the  king  at 
Oviedoy  who  agreed  with  him  for  his  ranfom,  and  confcnted 
to  take  one  of  his  fons,  tv\o  brothers,  and  a  nephew,  as 
hoftages  for  the  payment  of  it  ^     This  laft  defeat  ferved 
only  10  enrage  the  king  of  Cordova,  who,  withdrawing  moft 
•f  ihe  forces  he  had  iu  Andalufia^  and  having  promifed 
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great  priinleges  to  thofe  diftrifts  who  had  furnifhed  him 
widi  men,  aflembled  early  in  the  fpring  a  greater  army  than  ' 
he  had  the  year  before,  which  he  put  under  the  command 
of  his  fon  Almundar^  joining  with  him  one  ot  his  oldeft  ger 
nerals,  whofe  name  was  Tbengamin,  promiiing  them  great 
fnpplies  which  ftiould  join  them  on  their  march '.  Thefe 
forces,  having  advanced  into  the  neighbourhood  of  Leon^ 
began  to  think  it  neceflary  to  wait  there  for  the  reinforce- 
ments that  were  promifed  j  but  Don  Alonfo^  having  likewife 
intelligence  of  the  march  of  thofe  fuccours  by  the  river 
OrbigOi  marched  with  a  ftrong  detachment  from  his  own 
army,  and  took  poffeffion  of  an  eminence  which  overlooked 
the  narrow  country  between  the  rivers  Orbigo  and  Ezla,  and, 
as  (bon  as  the  fuccours,  which  confifted  of  about  fourteen 
thoufand  men,  had  pafled  Polvorofoj  he  attacked  them  in 
front  and  on  the  flank  with  fuch  fuccefs,  that  the  greateft 
part  of  them  were  killed  upon  the  fpot,  or  drowned  in  the 
rivers,  and  the  reft  took  the  beft  meafilres  they  could  to 
reach  home  in  fafety  ^  The  viftorious  monarch,  defiring  A.D.878. 
to  add  one  conqueft  to  another,  marched  with  all  poilible 
expedition  to  attack  Ahnundar  ;  but  the  young  prince,  hav- 
ing intelligence  of  his  friend's  defeat,  decamped  in  the  night, 
and  with  much  fpeed  and  filence  recovered  his  father's  do- 
minions, from  whence  he  fent  a  polite  me/Tage  to  Don  Alonfo^ 
to  defire  a  truce,  which,  at  his  requeft,  the  king  granted  for 
three  years  ".  At  his  return  from  this  campaign,  he  fet  up 
a  crofs  of  gold,  as  the  monument  of  his  viftory,  in  the  ca- 
thedral church  of  Oviedo^  as,  the  year  before,  he  had  fent 
a  crofs  of  the  fame  metal  to  the  church  at  Compqftella,  that 
his  piety  might  not  feem  inferior  to  his  courage  ^. 

While  the  truce  fubfifted,  Abenlopc  Jbdalla,  the  fon  of  Sufforfi 
Muza,  revolted  from  the  king  of  Cordova,  and  found  means  '^^  rt'volt 
to  make,  himfelf  mailer  of  Saragojfa,  in  which  his  father  ^^°5^" 
had  given  that  monarch  fo  much  trouble  before,  not  without  ?^ 
the  participation  of  Don  Alonfo,  who,  as  foon  as  the  truce       ■  *  ^^ 
was  expired,  made  an  irruption  into  the  territories  of  Ma-  ^^^  \,f 
hamut,  pafled  the  Tagus,  and  afterwards  the  river  Ana,^  not  Cordova, 
far  from  which  he  defeated  the  Moorijh  army,  and  killed  fome 
fay  five,  fome  fay  ten,  others  fifteen  thoufand  men ''.    While  A. D. 88^2. 
he  was   thus  employed  abroad,  the  city  of  Oviedo,  by  his 
order,  was  walled  and  fortified,  and  a  palace  built  for  his 
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reccptk>n  at  home«  to  which,  after  his  glorious  campaigHy 
he  returned  ia  triumph.  The  next  year  the  war  continued 
hot  between  Mahamut  and  Abdalla.  The  latter  had  once 
broke  his  faith  to  Don  Alonfoy  and  attempted  to  reconcile 
himfelf  to  his  old  mailer ;  from  whom  he  revolted  again,  and 
laboured  to  conclude  a  new  treaty  with  Don  Alot^Oy  who 
was  unwilling  to  truft  him  anymore,  and  who,  notwithftand- 
iog  the  Moorijb  prince  Almundar  had  made  an  incuiTion  into 
his  country,  fent  Dulcidius,  a  prieA>  ^t  the  requcft  of  king 
Mahamut,  to  Cordova,  where  he  negotiated  a  tf  uce  for  fix 
years  T,  upon  terms  equally  honourable  and  advantageous 
for  his  maftcr. 

Th  h  king,  now  grown  in  years,  was  inclined  to  repofe, 
''^  »     and  to  fpend  the  remainder  of  his  days  in  embeliifliing  and 
eari  alter-  i^^P^ovi^g  ^is  dominions.     With  this  view  he  fent  inftruc- 
^tiofis  in     tions  to  Don  Diego^  count  o(  Cq/lile,  to  repair  and, fortify 
tht/rame    Burgos,  which  he  performed  fo  effeclually,  that  it  afterwards 
efdnjil^O'  became  the  capital  of  that  country  *.     The  next  objcft  of 
m$rumentu  Don  Alonfos  attention  was  to.  reilore  the  fees  of  i?r^^a,  Por- 
to, Lamego,  Vifeo,  and  Coimbra,  in  Portugal^  and  thoie  of 
A.D.834.  Orcnfii  and  Mundognedo  in  Calicia,     He  was  not  lefs  provi- 
dent with  refpeft  to  the  civil  government,  whiqh  he  redqced 
into  fo  good  order,    and  gave  the  common  people  fuch 
marks  of  his  attention  and  alFeftion,  as  highly  difobliged  fomc* 
of  the  nobility,  who^could  by  no  means  digeft  the  limitatioa 
of  that  authority  which  hitherto  they  had  executed  without 
coDtrouI ;  xind  this  feems  to  be  the  moft  probable  cauie  of 
thofe  feditions  which  dlAurbcd  and  diflrefled  the  remaining 
part  of  this  great  monarches  reign,  notwithftanding  all  that 
he  had  done,  and  all  that  he  was  willing  to  dp,  for  the  com* 
mon  benefit  of  his  fubjefts  *. 
Suppr:J[ss       The  firil  that  broke  out  were  in  Galicia,  where  a  great 
tmdpunijh-  lord,  whofc  name  was  Ano,  had  entered  into  fome  dark  de- 
esfrveral  figns  ;  which  being  difcovered,  he  was  punlfhed  by  the  con- 
i'furriC'     fii'cation  of  his  eftate ^,     Another  nobleman,  whofe  name 
''f'?.'^       was  Hdrmegild,  by  theaffiftance  of  his  wife  Iberia,  a  woman 
AC  a.    ^^  ^^  adtive  and  intriguing  temper,  raifed  great  difturbances 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Coruniia  ;  but  the  king,  fending  a 
.formidable  army  into  thofc  parts,  quickly  difperled  ihem  and 
their  adherents  ;  and  the  chiefs,  being  foon  after  taken,  were 
put  to  death,  and  part  of  their  eftates  given  to  the  church 
A  D  88^  ^^  ^^'  James  ^.     The  king,  having  now  fome  refpit^  from 

y  Chron.  var.  antiq.  *  Roder.  Sahtii.  Hift.  Hif- 

pan.'P.  iii.  ■  Luc.  Tiidenf.  Chron.    Vasjei  Qhroo. 

^  RoDEa.  Santii  Hid.  Hifpan.  P.  iii.       «  Chron.  var,  antiq. 

foreiga 


C.-I.  the  Kingdom  of  Leon  and  Ovicdo.  523 

foreiga  wars  and  domeftic  diforders,  completed  his  pious 
and  charkable  foundations,  and  particularly  the  pompous 
church  of  Saint  James,  which  he  caufed  to  be  confecrated 
with  great  folemnity  <i.  Soon  after  a  new  rebellion  broke  out 
in  (/olicia,  under  one  Witizay  more  formidable  than  any  of 
the  former  ;  which  however  was  quickly  fupprefled,  and  that 
traitor  feat  prifoner  to  the  k\ng.  This  was  followed  by  an* 
other,  to  which  an  end  was  put  in  the  fame  manner ;  but  of 
thefe  there  is  no  notice  to.  be  found  in  any  hiftory  of  thofo 
times ;  and  they  would  have  been  totally  unknown  to  pofte- 
rity,  but  for  the  records  of  the  conviAions  and  confifcations 
that  attended  them,  which  records,  however,  afcertain  the 
faAs,  and  the  times  in  which  they  happened,  and  may  be  of 
▼ery  great  ufe,  in  cafe  any  more  of  the  chronicles  in  cathe- 
drals or  convents  (hould  be  made  public. 

All  the  feditions  and  revolts  that  had  hitherto  happened  finds  mortt 
in  Galicia  were  but  trivial  in  comparifon  of  that  raifed  by  difficulty  in 
Froila  and  his  brethren  Nugnez^  Veremond^  and  Odoair,  whomA^^^*^  « 
Mariana^  will  have  to  be  brothers  alfo  to  the  king  ;  which  '■'^'^-^'"•« 
is  direftly  contrary  to  what  is  aflerted  by  a  coutemporary-^^^''''T 
hiftorian^,  who  aflures  us,  that  Don  Alphonfo  was  ^conly^^' 
fon  of  Don  Ordogno.     However,  it  was  quickly  fupprefled, 
and'  FrQila,  aijd  his  brother  fled  towards  CaftiUy  but  were 
overtaken  by  fome  of  the  king's  troops,  and  brought  back 
prifoners  to  Oviedoy  where  they  were  condemned  to  have 
their  eyes  put  out,  and  to  remain  in  a  dungeon  for  life  i. 
Veremond,  however,  foon  after  made  his  efcape,  took  (belter 
in  Aftorga^  and  not  only  raifed  all  that  part  of  the  country 
in  his  favour,  but  obtained  alfo  a  body  of  troops  from  Ab- 
dalla^    the  grand  fon  of  Mahamut,  king  of  Cordova.     Don 
%/llphonfo  purfued  him   in  perfon,    and  invefted  the  city  of 
AJiorga,  which  he  defended  obflinately,  in  hopes  of  being  " 

fuccoured  by  an  army  that  king  Ahdalla  fent  to  his  relief; 
upon  the  approach  of  which  he  boldly  marched  out  t6  join 
them,  and,  in  conjunftion  with  the  infidels,. offered  his  mat- 
ter battle*^.  Don  Aiphonfo^  grown  old  in  arms,  and  followed  A, 0.897. 
by  troops  that  had  been  ever  viftorious  under  his  command, 
attacked  the  rebels  and  their  infidel  allies  with  fuch  vigour 
\n  the  plain  of  Craja  de  Ribera,  which  is  watered  by  the  ri- 
ver Ezia,  that  they  were  quickly  routed,  and  the  greateil 

*•  Luc.  Tadcnf.  Chron.   Vasai  Chron.  «  Hiftoria  ge«    ^ 

neral  de  Efpana,  lib.  vii.  ^  £l  Monge  de  Silos,  Fkr- 

RERAS,  Hift.  de  Efpana,  P.  iv.  fe£t.  9.  s  Roderic  San- 

T 1 1  Hifi.  Hifpao.  ?.  i^.  ^  Roderic  Toletan.  Hift. 

V^rab. 

part 


ptrt  rf  tfwm  nam  or  drowned,  the  few  that  remained  fled 
with  hirttA  Feremmd  into  the  dominions  of  the  king  of  Cor* 
dtvaj  who  foon  after  fent  an  embafly  to  Don  Alonfo^  to  per- 
foade  him  to  renew  the  truce,  which  with  fome  diflSculty 
was  granted  *. 
HM  a         Th  e  public  tranquillity  thns  reftored,  the  king  returned, 
general      a^  ufuftl,  to  the  cares  of  domeftic  government,  and  more 
€OMnaUt  Specially  to  works  of  piety,  and  fuch  as  might  contribute 
Ovicdo,    ^  ^j^^  ^^^y  ^f  j^jg  kingdom,  and  the  hpnour  and  happinefs 
'^  vT**^  of  his  lubjefts.    It  was  with  this  view  that  he  fummoned  a 
there  are   6^^^  council  of  his  clergy,  and  a  great  aflembly  of  the 
Ame  mi/'   (^^^^  ^^  Oviech,  with  the  confent,  as  the  generality  of  the 
gaits-       -Spanijb  writers  fay,  of  the  pope  ^ ;  but  however,  their  beft 
.  critics*  allow,  that  the  afts  of  this  aflembly »  as  they  are  pub- 
liihed  in  the  general  aflembly  of  the  Spanifb  councils  by  car- 
dinal Jguirre,  arc  forgeries  ;  and,  if  we  take  our  notions  of 
what  paflcd  here  from  the  hiflorians  neareft  the  time,  we 
(hall  find  it  not  to  have  differed  much  from  the  like  aflem- 
A.D.900.  blics  in  the  times  of  the  Gothic  kings  «>.     In  a  word,  the 
monapch  opened  to  the  members  of  this  venerable  aflembly 
the  tnorives  upon  which  they  had  been  called  together,  in 
confequcnce  of  which  they  elefted  the  bifliop  of  Oviedo^,  as 
the  court  biftiop,  metropolitan,  ordered  the  ancient  canons 
to  be  ftriftly  obferved,  and,  for  the  greater  eafe  of  holding 
regular  fynods  at  Oviedo,  each  of  the  bifhops  had  certain 
rents  or  revenues  afligned  him  there,  fufiicient  to  defray 
his  cxpcnces   while  he  attended,    to   difcharge   the   du- 
ties of  his  facred  funflion  ^.     This  (though  many  others 
have  been  afligned)  feems  to  be  true  reafon  why  this  was 
called  the  city  of  bifhops. 
Dt feats         As  the  king  faw  with  plcafure  the  good  effefts  that  had 
/i&/Moors,  already  followed  from  rebuilding  and  fortifying  fuch  places 
tho'  fup-    of  confequencc  as  he  had  recovered  from  the  Moors ^  and  was 
'%!?'       determined  to  adhere  fteadily  to  that  falutary  maxim,   he 
^^^"^'    undertook  to  prefide  in  perfon  at  the  reparation  of  Zamora, 
Mdliam-  ^Qciently  called  Scitnfica,  while  the  care  of  rebuilding  7br» 
jnedans  in^^^^  committed  to  his  fon  Don  GarciaSy  and  that  of  reltoring 
Afric.       Simencas  and  Duenas  to  two  great  lords  of  the  court,  with 
a  vieAv  that  the  river  Duero  might,  by  the  help  of  thefc 
ftrong  places,  be  rendered  an  impenetrable  barrier  againft 

*  Chron.  var,   antiq.  *  Mariana,  Hiftoria  general 
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the  infidels  p.  AbdaUa^  kiog  of  Cordova^  mv^s  Sex  macb  diftorb^d 
at  the  news  of  thefe  proceedings,^  fcurfecing  th^t  theie  new 
cities  would  be  all  foQu  peopled  at  his  coft»  that  he  &Qt  ovfr  / 

feverai  minifters  to  folicit  the  princes  of  his  reUgkoi  in  J^rioa 
for  fuccours,  reprefenting  the  intereft  of  ^t-Mohamv^dans 
in  Spain  to  be  in  danger  from  the  deiign^  of  Don  Alon^% 
by  which  he  obtained  fuch  large  fupplies,  as  enabled  him 
to  march  a  numerous  army  directly  towards  ZajwirOy  and, 
"with  the  general  who  commanded  it,  he  fent  Jlcaman,  a 
plauCble  enthufiaft,  who  endeavoured  to  raife  the  courage 
of  the  foldiers  by  his  vehement  harangues.  But  Don  Monfit 
who  covered  the  works  he  was  about,  with  a  confiderable 
army,  did  not  fufier  them  to  approach  near  enough  to  dif- 
turbhhn;  but,  having  made  a  proper  choice  of  the  ground, 
advanced,  attacked,  and  defeated  them,  with  prodigious 
lofs,  and  amongfl  the  (lain  was  their  preacher,  who  had  pro-  A.D.904^ 
mifed  them  fuch  mighty  things  in  the  name  of  his  prophet  4. 
This  blow  kept  the  infidels  quiet  for  two  years.  Thea  Don/ 
Alonfo^  having  intelligence  that  they  began  to  be  in  motion^ 
marched  with  a  numerous  army  into  the  kingdom  of  Toledo, 
and,  fetching  a  compafs  under  the  mountains  that  divide  the 
two  kingdoms  of  Cafiiky  burnt  and  demolifbed  fome  of  the 
beft  towns,  and,  having  taken  and  difinantled  a  fortr«& 
which  the  Mo^rs  had  bailt  to  cover  their  territories,  he  re- 
turned in  triumph  to  his  own  with  immenfe  riches.  It  wv 
at  the  end  of  this  campaign  that  a  new  conTpiracy  was  de- 
tefled,  into  which  one  Adalpin  and  his  fons  had  entered^  for 
which  they  were  jufUy  punifhed  with  death  ^ 

The  next  year,  after  gaining  fo  much  fame  abroad,  and  Oppreffed 
being  delivered  from  fuch  danger  at  home,  the  good  o\AhydiJhir^ 
monarch  found  himfelf  in  a  fituation  fo  much  the  more  ntx^iuuuinbis 
fortunate,  as  it  was  both  unnatural  and  unexpected.    His^'^^iA*"' 
fon  Don  Garcias,  who  had  married  the  daughter  of  Nugnez  ^*  ^  ^ 
FdrrumdeZy  one  of  the  greateft  noblemen  in  his  dominions, -^^P*'' 
formed  the  cruel  defign  of  depofing  his  father  *,  and  feating  ^,-^/^[>^ 
him&lf  upon  the  throne ;  which  however  could  not  be  car-  Gaicias« 
ried  fo  fecretly,  but  that  it  came  to  the  old  kii^*s  ears,  who, 
inarching  with  a  ftrooa  detachment  of  forces   to  Zamora^ 
feized  upon  his  fon's  perion,  and  fent  him  prifoner  to  the  caftic 
of  Gecuzon^.     How  juft,    how  neceHary  foever  this  ftep 
might  bt,  Don  Jhn/o  found  that  it  gave  great  offence  to 
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thofe  to  whom  it  ought  only  to  have  given  forro's*'.  In  fliort, 
the  que^  Chimene^  who  was  excefEveiy  fond  of  her  fon, 
forgettiDg  the  caufe  of  his  confinement,  fpoke  of  it  as  an 
a£l  of  exceffive  feverity,  and  folicited  the  king  for  his  releafe, 
which  he  in  plain  terms  refnfed ;  then  the  father-in-Uw  di 
the  young  prince  became  firft  importunate,  and  then  undati* 
ful  u.     However,  Don  Aknfo  was  not  to  be  moved  either  by 
A.D.908.  perfuafions  or  threats ;  at  length,  in  the  third  year  of  the 
prince's  confinement,  his  brother  Don  OrdognOy  governor  of 
Calicia^  joining  With  the  queen  and  Nugnez  Fernandez^  be- 
gan to  difpofe  the  minds  of  people  every-where  to  revolt, 
alleging,  that  while  the  king  gave  them  fair  words,  and  pro- 
mifed  to  confider  their  petitions,  the  prince  was  growing  old 
in  a  prifon.     The  wife  and  brave  old  king,  peitreiving  that 
a  civil  war  was  on  the  point  of  breaking  out,  fummoned  an 
aflembly  of  the  ftates,  which  was  held  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  nine  hundred  and  ten,  in  which  the  majority  endea- 
voured to  engage  the  king  to  fet  his  fon  at  liberty,  as  a  ftep 
neceflary  to  his  own  fafety,  and  which  would  be  highly  ob* 
liging  to  his  fubjefts  *'.     The  king  thereupon  fummoned  all 
the  grandees  to  his  country  palace  at  hordes^  now  called 
Bedesy  in  Jfturias,  and,  having  produced  both  his  fons  be- 
fore them,  he  made  a  fliort  fpeech,  in  which  he  obferved, 
that  having  ftudied  through  a  long  life,  and  a  long  reign, 
to  do  always  what  might  be  beft  for  his  people,  he  would 
not  alter  his  conduA  at  the  end  of  it ;   and  was  therefore 
content  to  gratify  their  wifties,  by  refigning  the  crown  to 
Don  Garcias  *,  and  the  province  of  Galicia  to  Don  Ordogno, 
The  two  princes,  who  were  for  from  expefting  fuch  a  refo- 
lution,  threw  themfelves  on  their  knees  at  their  father's  feet, 
and  intreated  his  pardon  for  what  was  parted,  which  he  rea- 
dily granted  ;  and  immediately  after,  by  the  confent  of  the 
ftates,  Don  Camas  was  declaied  king^  (G).     This  tranfac- 

tioi^ 
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(G)  Wc  have  fome  circum-  projefled  fchcmc  of  adorning 

fiances,  relating  to  the  abdica-  the  chief  places  in  his^  domi- 

cation  of  Don  jfUfffi  the  Gnat^  nions  with  public  (Irttftures,  re- 

from  Mariana^  that  deferve  the  building  decayed   towns,    and 

read6r*s  notice.     He  afliirei  us,  fortifying  his  frontiers,  he  found 

that,    in  order  to  execute  hii  bimfelf  under  aneccffity  of  im- 
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tion,  as  far  as  can  be  colleAed  from  the  beft  hiftorians,  hap* 
pened  ia  the  month  of  December,  in  the  year  before^men- 
tioned. 

Th^  new  king  was  fdidtons  to  begin  his  adminiftration 
with  certain  adions  that  might  appear  both  popular  and 
praifeworthy ;  and  accordingly  he  firft  founded  and  endowed 
a  monaftery,  and  then  aflembled  a  numerous  army,  in  order 
to  march  agalnft  the  MoorSy  who  had  been  free  from  incur- 
lions  during  the  laft  three  years.  The  king  of  Cord&va^ 
having  inteliigeace  of  his  motions,  made  the  beft  provifion 
he  could  for  his  reception,  and  put  at  the  head  of  his  forces 
jfyola,  an  officer  of  great  repute  for  condu A  as  well  as  cou- 
rage. He  kerns,  however,  to  have  aAed  this  campaign  upon 
the  defenfive,  and  to  have  aimed  only  at  preventing  Don 
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pofing  new  taxes  open  his  fab' 
jeds,  which,  as  he  obfervesy  is 
always  to  be  avoided  as  much 
as  pofilble,  becaufe  it  never 
fails,  unlefs  the  nece£itybe  vexy 
glaring,  to  make  thofe  who  are 
to  pay  them  uneafy.  In  the 
prelent  cafe,  it  ftems,  it  had 
that  efFe£l  to  a  great  degree, 
notwithflanding  the  many  glo- 
rious adions  this  monarch  had 
performed,  and  though  it  was 
evident,  that  what  he  took  from 
his  fubjecls  was  expended  for 
their  fervice,  and  not  in  the 
gratification  of  any  paffion  of 
his,  unlefs  his  zeal  for  their 
welfare  could  be  fo, called.  The 
fame  hidorian  adds  farther,  that 
queen  HGmena  began  to  grow 
weary  of  a  hulband  old  and  in- 
firm, and  therefore  fuggefled 
to  the  prince  Don  Garcias^  that 
it  was  time  for  him  to  reign, 
and  that  he  ought  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  popular  difcon- 
tent.  But,  as  great  a  miftrefs 
as  Ihe  thought  herfelf  in  poli- 
tics, it  feem^  ihe  had  not  con* 
fidered  the  affection  of  the  ar- 
my, which  intcrpofed,  and  pre. 
vented  the  revolution  which 
would  otherwife  have  happen'd. 
But,  afur  her  fon's  imprifon- 


ment,  ihe  cohfnlted  with  the 
count  of  Caftile  the  'means  of  . 
repairing  this  miAake,  and  en- 
couraged him  to  raife  a  civil 
war,  which  laded  two  years :  it 
was  this  circum (lance  that  de- 
termined the  old  king  to  a  re- 
iignation.  He  abhorred,  6r  ra- 
ther he  difdained,  reigning  by 
force ;  he  could  not  bear  to  fee 
the  effufion  of  Chrilhan  blood 
in  fuch  a  quarrel ;  and  above 
all,  he  was  unwilling  to  have 
that  great  fcheme  of  government 
he  had  formed,  defeated  and 
fubverted  by  this  unlucky  dis- 
pute. He  chofe,  therefore,  to 
place  the  crown  upon  his  fon's 
head ;  and  having,  by  that 
xneans,  regained  his  afFcdions» 
he  foon  made  him  comprehend 
fo  clearly  the  nature  and  im- 
portance of  his  plan,  tha^t  Don 
Garcias  heartily  embraced  it  ; 
and,  if  Providence  had  fpared 
him  a  longer  life,  would  in  all 
probability  have  (hewn,  that» 
except  the  ftiort  interval  in 
which  he  was  miiled  by  femi- 
nine and  factious  counfels,  he 
was  not  the  unworthy  fon  of 
one  of  the  bed  and  wifefl  of 
princes. 

the 


Carctof  from  penetrating  into  C^U ;  but  the  king^  wbo 
was  eager  and  adtive^  as  well  as  perfbnaUy  brave,  forced  the 
A'loors  to  a  battle,  in  which  he  not  only  gained  a  complete 
viAory  *,  but  alfo  cook  their  general  jfyola  prifoaer^  who,  in 
the  return  of  the  army  into  JJturias^  had  the  good  fortune 
A.D.Qi  I  <  to  make  his  efcape.     This  victory,  and  the  vaft  riches  which 
the  foldiers  obtained,  raifed  the  charaAer  of  Don  Garcias 
extremely  with  his  fubjedls. 
ne  old        ^'^  ^^  return  from  this  expedition,  his  &ther  ^  met  his 
kini^  ivif^  *'  4fi^''S^*  where  they  conferred  together  on  the  operations 
the  confent  of  the  next  year  ;  and  Don  Alonfo  took  a  great  deal  of  pains 
9f  lis  /on,  to  ftiew  him,  that  incuriions  and  conqa^As  fignified  little, 
makes  the  if  they  were  made  with  no  otjjier  view  thaa  to  enrich  the 
next  cam-  foldiers,  and  to  gain  applade.     He  therefore  advifed  him  to 
^^ir'wir^  afTeinble  a  numerous  army  the  next  year,  of  which  he  would 
much  ri'   j^jy^feif  take  the  command  ^,  at  leaft  of  the  vanguard ;  and 
futatton.    ^j^^^  jj^  ^j^g  mean  time  due  care  (hould  be  taken  to  repair  and 
repcople  the  places  that  yet  lay  open  and  in  ruins  along  the 
river  Ditero,  particularly  Rucd.i^  Ofina^  Corunna^  and  Cocca. 
Don  Garcias  thanked  his  father  for  his  advice,  and  promifei 
to  follow  it  exaftly.     Accordingly,  having  charged  two  of 
his  principal  nobility  with  the  care  of  reftoring  the  places 
before-mentioned,  he  allembled  his  army  in  the  fpring,  of 
which  Don  /^lonfo  taking  the  command,  fvept  all  the  coun- 
.  jj  Q  J  jj  try  beyond  the  Duero ;  and,  having  made  a  glorious  campaign, 
with  very  little  refiftance  on  the  part  of  the  Moors^  he  re- 
turned with  his  army  laden  with  ipoils,  in  the  winter,  to 
Zaviora  ^, 
Death  of       ^^  «^  ^ort  time  after  he  came  to  that  city,  he  found  him- 
Z>(?»Alon-felf  much  indifpofed,  and,  perceiving  that  his  end  drew  on, 
foy  his  le-   he  fent  for  his  old  friend  the  bi(hop  of  4fiorga  to  aflift 
gacy  to  the  him  in  his  lail  moments.     Having  beftowed  all  the  money 
church  of  he  had,  >yhich  Ferreras^  fays  amounted  to  about  five  hnn- 
Compof.  ^jrcd  piftoles,  on  the  church  of  St.  James,  he  breathed  his 
tella,  forn  ^^^  December  the  twentieth,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  nine 
Xis^cbro'    '^^^^^^^  ^"^^  twelve,  t^o  years  after  his  abdication,  forty- 
^1^  nine  years  from  the  time  of  his  being  aflbciated  in  the  go- 

vernment with  his  father,  and  when  he  was  about  the  ^ 
of  fixty-lluee ^.  In  recording  the  principal  events  of  his 
reign,  we  have  fufficiently  drawn  the  charafter  of  this  eas- 
cellent  prince,  than  whom  none  of  thofe  who  bore  it  better 
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deierved  the  title  of  Great.  He  was  not  only  unafSifledly 
piouSy  and  a  great  patron  of  learning,  but,  for  the  times  in 
which  h&  Uvedy  a  prince  of  great  learning  himfeif;  for, 
having  been  intreated  by  Sebqftiarij  biihop  of  Orrnifa^  who 
had  been  either  Uis  chaplain  or  his  preceptor^  to  confIder,o^ 
feme  means  for  preferving  the  memorials  of  times  pa£t^  of 
which,  from  thejreign  of  king  Wamba^  there  were  fcarce  any 
records  worth  reading,  he  undertook  and  compofed  that 
chronicle  ^  which  has  been  mentioned  more  than  once«  be* 
ginning  at  the  death  of  king  Rtcefuintho^  and  ending  with 
that  of  Don  Ordogno^  his  own  fa^er,  which,  after  having 
been  long  covered  with  duft  and  oblivion,  was  publiflied  to 
the  world  under  the  name  of  the  bifhop  at  whofe  requeft  it 
was  compofed ;  but  the  moft  learned  and  judicious  of  the 
Spanijh.  critics  %  have  long  agp  <leclared.  themfelves  fatisfied 
that  it  belonged  to  the  king  himfelf;  and  indeed  thisisevi* 
dent  from  the  performance,  though  very  incorreftly  pub- 
liflied by  Sandovaly  and  not  fo  perfeft  as  could  be  wUhed  in 
later  editions. 

The  fame  year,  but  fome  months  before  Don  j^kn/o,  died  H'^ff^ 
zaothtr  Spanijh  moQSiTch,  viz.  AbdaUah^  king  oi' Cordova^fi^^^^^' 
and  was  fucceeded  by  Ahderrahman  the  third,  the  fon  of  king  ^^  V  .. 
Mohammed,  againft  whom  Don  Garcias  prepared  to  aft  ^i*//!/ V^ 
goroufly ;  but  this  expedition  was  retarded  by  fomclinifter^^j^^^ 
defigns  that  he  formed  againft  his  brother  Pon  Ordogno,  '^Uttbu* 
being  not  at  all  well  pleafed  that  he  fhould  hold  in  his  own  gr$ttuU 
right  fo  confiderable  a  province  as  that  of  Gaticia,  of  which 
therefore  he  was  inclined  to  deprive  him  ^ ;  but  as  his  brother 
was  a  very  brave  prince,  much  beloved  by  his  foldiers,  and 
who  prepared  to  meet  him  with  a  gallant  army,  Don  Gar* 
cias  was  content  to  admit  of  the  interpofidon  of  the  queen 
his  mother,  and  fome  of  the  nobility,  by  whofe  endeavours 
their  quarrel  was  compofed,  and  they  afted  joindy,  and  with 
great  cordiality,  in  their  expedition  againft  the  Moors,  which      ' 
was  begun  and  ended  with  ^U  the  fpccefs  they  could  defirek. 
While  they  were  in  the  field.  Donna  Ximena,  or  Chimme  l, 
ended  her  days,  and,  according  to  her  defire,  was  interred  A.p.9 13. 
at  AJlorga  by  her  huft>and.    At  the  (:lofe  of  the  campaign, 
pon  Garcias  repaired  to  Leon^  in  order  to  enjoy  fome  recefs 
after  his  fatigue,  and  to  confer  with  his  nobility ;  and,  be* 
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fore  the  winter  vn%  ended,  he  fell  into  a  difeafe  that  proved 
fetal  to  hiih,  when  he  had  worn  the  erofwn,  which  he  took 
bom  his  father'^  head,  fomewhat  lefs  than  three  years  «,  the 
lefs  regretted  by  his  fubje6ls,  upon  account  of  a  certain 
fternnels  in  his  difpofitioh,  fo  much  the  more  remarkable,  as 
it  was  the  very  rcverfe  of  the  affability  of  Don  Alonfo^  and 
6f  the  open  and  chearful  temper  of  his  brother,,  who  was 
generally  beloved  and  efteemed. 
i).Ordog<r     Don  Ordogno  was  in  his  own  province  at  the  time  of  his 
fgbllJhii  brother's  deceafe  ;  of  which  however  he  was  no  fooner  in- 
brother^     formed,  than  he  repaired  with  all  the  expedition  poi&ble  to 
fueceeds^     tepsiy  from  whence  the  body  of  his  brother  had  been  tranf- 
^ifi^'^^t    P^^^^  *^  OvUdo,  where  it  was  interred  in  the  tomb  with  his 
Jrifi      predcceflbrs.     The  bilhops  and  nobles  made  no  fcruple  of 
^^j^    *'    admitting  him  to  the  throne,  and,  in  confequence  of  their 
aottufi  the  ^^^^o"*  ^^  was  declared  king  in  the  month  of  February 
Moors.      ^^^^  hundred  and  fourteen  **.  His  firfl  care  was  to  imitate  his 
predcceflbrs,  in  making  an  expedition  againil  the  iofidels. 
Having  accordingly   made  an  incurfion  into    the  territo- 
ries or  the  king  of  Cordova,  he  found  his  progrefs  flopped 
by  the  town  of  Talavera  de  la  Reyna^  the  governor  of  which, 
,    contrary  to  his  expeftations,  abfolutely  refufed  to  furrendcr^ 
upon  which  he  invcfted  the  place  *^,  and  made  feveral  vigo-^ 
rous  attacks ;  but  it  was  fo  well  fortified,  and  the  Moor 
who  commanded  therein  defended  himfelf  with  fuch  fpirit 
and  refolution,    that,  notwithftanding  the  bravery  of  his 
troops,  and  his  own  prefence,  he  made  but  a  flow  presets 
in  the  fiege.     While  he  was  thus  employed,  Abderrahman, 
who  was  very  defirous  of  giving  a  check  to  this  martial  mon- 
arch at  the  beginning  of  his  reign,  fent  a  good  corps  of 
troops,  under  the  command  of  one  of  his  moH  renowned 
officers,  to  the  relief  of  the  place.P,     Don  Ordogno  was  no 
ft>oner  informed  of  this,  than,  leaving  a  fmall  corps  before 
Talavera^  he  marched  with  the  reft  of  his  army,  and  gave 
battle  to  the  enemy,  who  defended  themfelves  gallantly  till 
'  their  general  was  killed,  and  then  fled  9.     After  this  viftory^ 
he  took  Talavera  by  ftorm,  put  the  garrifon  to  the  fword, 
and,  having  difmantled  the  place,  returned  in  triumph  to 
A.p.9r4.  Leon  \    There  he  found  the  bi/hop  of  JJiorga^  who  had 
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l)cen  prevented  by  the  late  king  from  paying  Don  Ahnfo'k 
legacy,  who  informed  him,  that  he  Was  then  going  with  it  to 
Compqftellan  It  feems  that  at  thefe  times  was  fo  confiderable  a 
fnm  as  to  be  worthy  even  of  a  monarch's  notice,  and  there- 
fore Don  Ordogno  propofed  to  the  bifhop  of  'AJlorga^  and  to 
the  bifhop  of  CompoJlellAt  that  they  (hould  give  him  the  mo- 
ney ;  inftead  of  which,  he  offered  to  grant  to  the  church  of 
St,  James  the  town  of  Cornelina,  on  the  river  Lima  ;  which 
Was  accepted,  and  it  is  from  this  conceflion,  which  is  ftill 
prefenred,  that  the  date  of  this  monarch's  acceflion  is  put 
ont  of  all  donbt  K 

The  very  next  fpring  we  find  Don  Ordogno  again  in  the  Carries  dfl 
field,  and  again  viftorious  over  the  infidels.  Whom  he  routed  '^fwar,^ 
With  great  flanghter  near  die  caflle  of  Alhanges,  which  place  y'l^f^- 
he  tOOT  by  ftorm,  and  put  the  garrlfoa  to  the  fword ;  which  ^\  ^ 
Induced  many  of  the  neighbouring  towns  to  furrcnder,  and  '^^   . 
others  to  ranfom  themfelves  at  the  expence  of  very  ^^g^/uccifi!^ 
fiuns,  fo  that  this  campaign  was  equally  glorious  and  gainrai 
to  the  Chriftians  *^     But  thefe  lofles  funk  fo  deep  into  the 
.breaft  of  the  king  of  Cordova^  that  he  had  again  recourfc  to 
the  princes  in  Africa  of  his  own  religion.     He  reprefented 
the  difhrefs  he  was  in,  and  the  ambitions  views  of  Don  Or* 
dognoy  in  fo  ftrong  aC  light,  that  they  chearfuliy  contributed, 
according  to  the  refpcftive  force  of  their  dominions,  to  fend 
liim  a  great  ftrpply ;  and  Mohammed  Almotaraf^  then  lord  of 
Ceuta^  Went  in  perfon  to  his  affiftance  '*.     Ahderrahman  af- 
fembled  alfo  as  good  an  army  as  he  was  able,  and  re* 
cdved  fuccours  likewife  from  the  Moorijb  prince  of  Sara^ 
goffa^  tinder  the  command  of  Ablapaz.     This  united  zrmy 
of  the  mfidels  amounted  in  the  whole  to  eighty  thoufand 
men,  and,  marching  direftly  towards  the  frontier  of  Don, 
Ordogno*^  territories,  began  to  make  difpofitions  for  paffing 
the  river  Duero,  bdng  already  arrived  within  fight  of  St. 
iSiephen  de  Gormaz.     There  Don  Ordogno  flopped  their  ca- 
reer, and,  though  his  army  was  inferior  in  number,  he  made 
tia  Icmple  of  engaging  the  enemy,  and,  after  a  moft  obfti- 
nsttc  and  bloody  aftion,  defeated  them,  their  generals  Aila^ 
faz  and  "Mohammed  being  both  killed  upon  the  fpot  w.    At 
ier  thiB  glorious  viftory,  he  returned  with  prodigious  fpoils 
to  Leon^  where  he  built  a  noble  cathedral,  as  a  monument 
of  his  piety  and  gratitude  for  the  divine  favour ;  and,  hav-  A.D.9t/* 
tog  thu6  made  it  a  bifhop's  fee,  he  next,  in  regard  to  the 
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beauty  and  convenient  fituation  of  the  place,  made  choice 
of  it  for  the  capital  of  his  dominions,  and,  as  his  prede- 
cellbrs  had  been  ftiled  firft  kings  of  j4fiurias,  then  of  OvUdoj 
fo  himfelf  and  his  fuccefTors  took  from  this  time  the  title  of 
kings  of  Lam  '• 
SUrcbis        Thb  war  was  ftill  carried  on  between  the  Moors   and 
io  tbi  rt-  Chriftians  \rith  equal  eagernefs  and  obftinacy  on  both  fides, 
liefoftbi  but  with  lefs  inequality  than  before;  for,  in  the  next  en- 
I^Z  ^f      gagement,  Don  Ordogno  was  glad  to  continue  the  battle  tili 
ihr^rrc,  .^  ^^^^^  iaLv\iy  and  then  to  make  a  retreat  without  boafting  of 
'  ^gbaHli  ^^^^^  f  f<>on  after  which  he  concluded  a  truce  with  the 
c/Jun-      ^S  ^f  Cordova^  who  ftill  meditated  revenge  againft  the 
qnen.       Chriftians.    In  order  to  eHeft  this,  he,  not  without  great 
difficulty,  aflembled  a  more  numerous  army  than  he  had 
hitherto  brought  into  the  field,  compofed  in  a  great  mea* 
fure  of  new  fupplies  from  Africa^  which  he  fent  under  the 
comm^d  of  one  of  his  generals,  into  the  territories  of  the 
king  of  -Navarre  ^,     Don  Sanchez^  who  then  governed  that 
country,  demanded  the  afliftance  of  his  nephew  Don  Ordogno^ 
who,  with  a  body  of  choice  troops,  marched  to  his  re- 
lief.    Having  joined  his  army  under  the  command  of  prince 
Carcias,  the  allied  army  engaged  the  Moors  in  the  valley 
of  Junfuera,  where,  after  a  long  and  bloody  difpute,  they 
were  beaten  *,  and  Don  Ordogno  returned  with  the  remainder 
A.D.92i.of  his  forces,  not  without  fome  difficulty,  to  Leon.     The 
Moors,  elevated  with  this  vi£lory,  and  the  conqueft  that  at- 
tended it,  committed  an  unaccountable  aft  of  indifixetioo, 
and,  inftead  of  profecudng  their  advantages  as  they  might 
have  done,  made  an  irruption  into  France^  where  they  were 
able    to  do   nothing.     In  the  mean  time  Don   Ordogno, 
having  recovered  his  fpirits,  and  recruited  his  army,  made 
fe\'eral  fuccefsful  incurffons  into  the  dominions  of  the  king 
of  Cordova  "*. 
Unhappy        At  his  return  from  this  campaign,  the  king  received  the 
**  ^V  ^fl    ^ews  of  the  death  of  his  queen  Donna  Elvira,  whofe  body 
fain      i  ^^  ^^"'^^  '^  ^  interred  in  the  royal  fepulchre  at  Ovieda  % 
'vmfe^     and  the  year  following  efpoufcd  Jrgonta,  who  was  defcended 
we  in  hit  ^^^^  °°^  ^^  *^  principal  families  in  Galicia  ;  but  foon  after, 
public  ad'  "^ovcd  by  fome  wicked  calumny,  or  ill-grounded  fufpidoa, 
t/inijita'    he  repudiated  his  new  queen,  who  retired  to  a  monaftery,; 
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and  there  fpent  the  remainder  of  her  days  in  devotion  ^ ;  and 

the  king  too,  being  convinced  of  his  fault,  is  faid  to  have 

become  iincerely  penitent.     At  this  jun^lure,  having  fome 

fufpicion  of  the  fidelity '  of  the  counts  of  Cqftile,  he  went 

thither  flenderly  attended,  and  fummoned  them  to  meet  him ; 

which  they  n^lefting,  he  returned  without  feeming  to  take 

any  offence,  and,  having  raifed  a  very  powerful  army,  went 

once  more  into  Ca/iilc,  and  fummoned  them  a  fecond  time, 

when,  through  fear  of  his  deftroying  their  country,   they 

appeared ;   upon  which  the  king  feized  and- carried  them  to 

Lesm,  where  lome  time  after  he  caufed  them  to  be  ftrangled 

in  prifoa  «.    We  find  this  aft  reprefented  by  moft  hiftorians  A.D.9»2. 

as  a  piece  of  iojuftice  and  cruelty ;  whereas  others  affirm, 

that  thefe  lords  had  been  in  rebellion,  and  fuHered  no  more 

than  they  defer ved  ;  but  this  is  an  event  which  we^fliall  be 

obliged  to  mention  more  than  once  in  the  courfe  of  the  hif- 

tory  (H). 

The 


<  Luc.  Tudenf.  Chron.        «  Chrgn.  var.  antiq; 


(H)  We  have  no  diftinft  ac- 
coant  of  the  reafons,  or  rather 
of  the  calumnies,   which  in- 
duced the  king  Don  Ordogne  to 
pajrt  with  his  Tecond  wife,  who 
lurvived  l^im  many  years.  Ma* 
riana    obferves,    that  till  this 
time  there  was  nothing  in  his 
reign  that  deferved  cenfure ;  but 
he  condemns  with  great  vehe- 
mence his  behaviour  towards 
the  coants  of  Cqftile^  which  he 
ftiles  a  perfidious  cruelty.    We 
have  hinted   in  the  text,  that 
Sampiro^  bifhop  of  Afiorga^yn^DSi 
inuft  have  been  very  well  ac- 
quainted with  thefe  tranfadlions, 
is  far  from  thinking  in  the  fame 
manner;  for  this  prelate,  not 
in  the  lead  complaifant  to  the 
errors  of  Qon  Ordsfnot  blames 
the  repudiation  pf  his  wife  as 
an  a6l  pf  fqmdalous  injullice ; 
and  ye^,  with  r^peft  to  the 
coants  of  Ctf/ZZr,  he  vindicates 
bim  clearly,    and  fays,    they 
were  punimed  as  rebels.     We 
jCfiaU  hav?  occafipn  in  another 


place  to  mention  this  matter 
again ;  but  it  may  not  be  amifs 
to  obferve  here,    that  though* 
Mariana  takes  this  opportunity 
of  entering  into  the  hiftory  of 
CafiiUy  that  he  may  the  better 
apprife  the  reader  of '  the  true 
nature  of  this  tranfadlion,  yet' 
his  dedn£lion  does  not  by  any 
means  agree  with  his  conclu- 
iion  ;  for  he  makes  it  plainly 
appear,  that  the  counts  of  Ca/- 
/i/^  were  feudatories  to  the  kings 
of  Leoftf  *  and    certainly  owed 
their  power  and  greatnefs  to  the 
protection  of  thefe  princes ;  and 
therefore,  till  fuch  time  as  they 
were  releafed  from  this    hQ- 
mage,  they  were  bound  to  ful- 
fil the  obligations    they  were 
under  from  it.    It  is  not  con- 
fequently  a  thing  fo  evident  as 
he  would  make  it,  that  thefe  no- 
blemen were  unjuflly  put  to 
death;  and  the  only  circum- 
ftance  favourable  to  his  cenfure 
is,  that  no  mention  is  made  of 
^eir  being  condemned  by  the 
t  1  \  Italics  ; 
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Ws  death f      The  kiog  of  Navarre  and  his  (on  Don  G^rcias  haviag 
nuhicb  did  demanded  the  afCftance  of  Don  Ordogrw^  in  order  to  recover 
not  much    fome   places  that  were  yet  in  the  hands  of  the  Moors^  he 
mffUa  his   oarched  accordingly  into  their  dominions  with  his  forces,  did^ 
A^'^^»     for  them  what  they  dcfircd,  and,  at^  the  dofe  of  the  expe* 
'^r^lf'      dition,  married  Donna  Santiva^  the  daughter  of  Don  Car* 
hildten     ^'^»  *°^  ^^^  grand-daughter  of  the  king,  with  whom  he 
A.P.Q23,  returned  into  his  own  territories,  where  he  died  '  very  fooa 
*  after,  and  was  buried  in  the  cathedral  of  Leon^  leaving  by 
his  firfl  queen,  two  fons,  Don  Ahnfo  and  Don  Ramiro^  after 
he  had  reigned  feventeen  years  and  fome  months,  and  was  pot 
exceedingly  regretted  by  his  fubjeAs.     As  for  his  new-marr 
ried  queen,  (he  returned  again  into  Navarre.     The  princes 
his  fons,  being  too  young  to  form  any  pretenfions  to  the 
crown  in  an  eleftive  monarchy,  his  brother  Don  Froila  re- 
paired immediately  to  Leorif  and,  by  the  confent  of  the  bi- 
(hops  and  great  lords,  was  without  difficulty  received  as  his 
fucceflbr  in  the  throne  % 
pon  Frox-      Don  Froila  the  fecond,  king  of  Oviedo  and  Iron,  is  repre* 
la  II.  his   fented  as  a  prince  of  great  fiercenefs  and  cruelty.     He  under- 
brother^     ftopd  that  the  fons  of  one  Ohnfind,  a  great  lord,  had  endea- 
^l!^'iS^     vourcd  to  hinder  his  eleftion ;  and  the  crown  was  hardly 
nd£^'  P^^^^^  "P°°   ^^  ^^^^  before  he  put  them  to  death  ^  :  his 
^^^^  '^     brother  FronimOy  biftiop  of  Leon^   having  intimated,  that, 
fljort^nta-  notwithftanding  his  youth,  Don  Alphonfo^  the  eldeft  fon  of 
(y  riign.      ^e  deceafed  king,  might  be  enabled  to  govern  with  the  af-* 
iiftance  of  a  regency,  he  caufed  him  to  be  baniihed  ^ ;  which 
alarmed  his  fnbjefts  to  the  higheA  degree  ;  and  in  all  proba- 
bility his  reign  would  have  been  attended  with  continual 
troubles,  as  it  opened  fo  unhappily,  if,  in  the  judgment  of 
the  writers  of  thofe  times,  Providence  had  not  interpoied ;  a 
thing  indeed  not  raQily  to  be  credited.     However,  in  this 
they  all  agree,  that,  being  ftruck  with  a  leprofy,  he  in  the 
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jlates }    which  however   diey  £ace,  if  hehadbeen  fach  a  ty- 

niight  be,    for  any  tt)ing  we  rant  as  Maritma    makes  him, 

know  to  the  contrary,  fince  no  and  had  put  them  to  death  only 

good  account  can  be  otherwife  from  reaions  of  ftate,  he  might 

given  why  the   icing  brought  have  done  that  with  a  better 

them  to  Leon^  and  kept  them  grace  whcQ  h^  $rft  feized  them. 


prifoners  there  for  fome  time^ 
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fpace  of  a  few  months  was  brought  with  much  fortow  an^  * 
pain  CO  his  grave,  when  he  had  borne  the  title  of  king  ^  only 
a  year  and  one  monthf  His  body  was  interred'in  the  cathe- 
dral church  of  Lfon,  near  that  of  his  brother  Don  Ordogm 
the  fecond  K  It  has  been  generally  believed,  that  the  peopk 
oi  Cajiile^  provoked  by  Don  Ordogno^  cutting  off  their  A.D.924> 
counts,  and  being  apprehenAve  of  fliU  worfe  u?age  from  a 
prince  of  Don  Froila  the  fccond's  temper,  revolted  in  his 
time  frofp  their  obedience  to  the  crown  ot  Leon ;  and  ap- 
pointed two  judges,  ooe  of  whom  they  intruded  with  the 
adminiAration  of  the  civil  government,  and  the  other  was 
to  have  the  command  of  their  forces.  But  this,  as  will  be 
Ihewn  in  another  place,  feems  to  be  very  uncertain  at  leaft, 
and  improbable,  if  not  altogether  groundlefs.  However,  it 
mud  be  acknowleged,  that  in  fo  fhort  a  fpace  as  twenty  years, 
froip  the  reiignation  of  Don  jihnfo  the  Greats  his  dominions 
had  very  much  altered  their  afpeft,  and  his  fubjefts  had  juft 
reafon  to  regret  their  impatience  and  ingratitude  to  that  wife 
mid  prudent  monarch,  who,  ihey  now  plainly  faw,  was  much 
better  acquainted  with  the  difpoficion  of  has  children  than 
tl)ofe  who  were  fo  defirous  to  raife  them  to  the  throne  in  his 
life-time ;  the  nobility  alfo,  remembering  the  propofition  that 
had  been  made  by  the  bUhop  of  Leon,  upon  the  lail  vacancy 
of  the  throne,  refolved  to  embrace  his  fcheme,  and  rather 
truft  the  public  affairs  in  the  hands  of  a  young  prince,  of  a 
mild  temper  and  virtuous  difpofition,  tnan  run  the  hazard 
of  placing  upon  the  throne  a  prince  of  the  fame  difpofitioa 
with  him  they  had  lately  lofl,  or  rather  from  whom  they 
were  fo  happily  delivered. 

Don  Alonfoy  or  Don  Alpbonfoy  thefon  oiDonOrdogno  theD^AIon* 
fecond "",  fucceeded  his  unck  upon  the  principles  before-  fo  IV. 
mentioned,  and,  immediately  after  his  acceflion,  cecailed /«cr^^y/ 
Fronimo,  bifhop  of  Leon,  by  whofe  advice  he  was  chiefly  di-  ^''  tincle, 
reAed  during  the  (hort  time  he  fat  upon  the  throne.     He  and /n^ 
was,  as  we  obferved  before,  a  prince  of  a  fvv  eet  and  mode-  himfiifin^ 
rate  temper,  which,  it  muft  however  be  acknowleged,  did  ^^P^'^^^^^f 
DOt  fo  well  qualify  him  for  a  throne ;  and,  therefore,  on  the^^*"^"'''*^' 
demife  of  his  queen  Donna  Vrracay  he  formed  a  refolution 
of  abdicating  in  favour  of  his  brother  Don  Ramiro,  who  at 
that  time  commanded  on  .the  frontiers  of  Po^tugaly  and  was 
a  young  priiice  of  great  ipxix,  an4  capacity ;  which  refblu* 

k  Chron.  var.  gntiq.  '  Luc.  Tudcnf.  Chron.  -  Va- 

s^i  Hifpani^  Chroa  "^  Mariana,  Hiiioria  general  de 

^fpana,  lib.  yii.    Ferrbras,  Hiftoria  de  Efpaoa,  P.iv.    Ma- 
YERNE  TuRQUET^  Hiftoirc  generale  d'Efpagne,  lib.  vii. 

L  1  4  tioa 
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doD  hts  1)eeil  thought  the  more  extraordmary  in  Don  Jhnfo, 
OS  he  had  a  fon  livuig  by  hid  beloved  queeOy  vihok  name 
vms  Ordogno  "•    However,  he  was  either  fo  much  incllDed 
to  a  private  life,  or  fo  fSnfible  of  his  want  of  talents  for  the 
right  adminiftradon  of  dvil  and  military  affairs,  that,  per- 
fifting  in  his  refolution,  he  fent  for  his  brother  from  Vif€9 
to  21amoraf  where  he  then  was,  and,  in  the  prefehce  of  the 
principal  nobility,  having  made  a  full  and  fenfible  oration  on 
.    the  qualities  requifite  in  a  great  and  good  king,  and  freely 
acknowleging  that  fome  of  thefe  were  wanting  to  him  from 
nature,   he  voluntarily  refigned  his  crown  %  and  advifed 
them  to  place  it  on  the  head  of  his  brother.  This  happened, 
according  to  the  chronology  of  Ferreras  P,  in  the  year  of 
oor  .Lord  nine  hundred  twenty-feven,  though  fome  hiuorians 
place  it  four  years  later. 
Vf^n  bit        poN  Ramiro  the  (econd  was  no  fooner  placed  upon  the 
Srotbers    tjjjone  *>,  than  he  rcfolved  to  fignalize  his  courage  by  an  cx- 
^ifii^     pedition  againft  the  Moors  %  which  was  what  his  brother 
Ramir^I  ^^^^^^^  ^^  '^  ^^^  intended,  and  to  have  appointed  with 
is  dicUrid^^  ^^^  ^^  nobility  to.  have  met  him  at  Zamora^  upon  the 
Ii*«^^         fitmtiers.     But  while  he  was  bufy  in  his  military  prepara- 
tions, he  was  ftrangely  alarmed  with  the  news  that  his  bro* 
ther  Don  Al^hwfo  had  quitted  his  monaftery,  returned  to 
the  city  of  Leon^  and  refumed  the  ftate  and  funftions  of  a 
king^  to  which  it  feems  he  was  excited  by  thofe  who  were 
better  pleafed  \nth  a  king  who  left  the  government  to  them, 
than  with  him  by  whom  they  faw  plainly  they  muft  be  go- 
verned.    The  nobility,  however,  that  were  about  Don  Ra^ 
ntirOf  having  given  him  pofitive  afTurances  of  their  fidelity, 
he  marched  immediately  with  the  army  that  (hould  have  been 
A.D.gtS.  employed  againft  the  Moors  to  invcft  the  city  of  Leon,  and, 
being  unwilling  to  have  recourfe  to  extremities,  laboured  to 
engage  his  brother,  and  thofe  who  adhered  to  him,  in  a 
ntgo^zAon ;  but  Don  Alphmfo  refufed  to  liften  to  any  terms, 
and  <hewed,  now  he  was  in  the  wrbng,  and  when  it  was  to 
no  purpofe,  a  degree  of  fpirit  and  prudence,  that,  if  it  had 
been  exerted  in  time,  might  have  prevented  thofe  calamities 
which  his  unfteady  and  flu^ating  temper  had  brought  upon 
his  people  as  well  as  himfelf  % 

^  RoDBa.  Santii  Hift.  Hifpanic,  P.  iii.  *  Chron.  var. 

antiq.  P  Hifbria  de  Elpana,  P.  iv.  ^  MAaiANA, 

lliftoria  general  de  Efpana,  lib.  vli.  FEak.    Hiiloria  de  £fpa&a> 
.  P.  iv.    MAYsajiE  TuRQUET,  HiftoiregeDeraled*Efpa«ie,  l.vii. 
r  Rod.  Toleun.  Hift.  Arabam.  •  Luc.  TmseS.  Chroa. 

Was  Ml  Chfon.  <  Ciiron,  var.  an^q. 
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But  whilc/Tten  Ramiro  was  engaged  in  the  ficge  ofDwrAlon-' 
Leofif  and  in  reduAion  of  fome  places  that  had  declared  for  fo  ««^«- 
his  brother,  he  had  intelligence  that  Don  Alphonfi,  Pon  Ra-  '^^^'  ^* 


ncovtr 


ndro;  and  Don  Ordogno,  the  fons  of  king  FroUa^  had  taken  ^'f^ 
up  arms  in  Afturias^  and  that  the  eldeft  had  aflumed  the  title  J^^^* 
of  king«.     This  put  it  out  of  his  power  to  proceed  in  the  /^,.Aloa- 
(low  manner  he  had  hitherto  done ;  and  yet,  being  unwilling  {q  claims 
to  reduce  the  capital  of  his  dominions  by  ftorm,  he  turned  iV/iib«y^; 
the  fiege  into  a  clofe  blockade  ;  and  the  inhabitants  of  Ltmy 
ibon  finding  themfelves  pre/Ted  by  famine,  fignified  to  Don 
Alphonfo^  that  they  were  unable  to  fupport  him  any  longer, 
and  that  therefore  he  muft  endeavour  to  accommodate  mat- 
ters with  his  brother  as  well  as  he  could.     In  this  fituation 
he  refolved,  having  indeed  no  other  meafure  to  take,  to  throw 
hlmfelf  ^  on  the  clemency  of  Don  Ramiro ;  and,  upon  his 
going  out  and  fubmitting  himfelf,  that  monarch  entered  the 
city  of  Leon^  and  granted  a  general  pardon  to  all  who  had 
hitherto  taken  part  with  his  brother ;  by  which  this  political 
fchifm  was  extinguUhed,  and  Don  Ramiro  left  at  liberty  to  A.D.93a4 
purfue  the  meafures  neceflary  for  the  redudtion .  of  the  Aft^'^ 
rias.    But  the  people  of  this  country,  as  foon  as  they  were 
acquainted  with  the  iiTue  of  the  fiege  of  Leon,  fent  to  inform 
Don  Ramiro,  that,  if  he  would  come  thither  with  a  fmalt 
train,  they  would  deliver  up  the  fons  ^  of  the  late  king. 
Froila,  and  acknowlege  him  for  their  fovereign,  to  prevent 
the  continuance  of  a  civil  war,  and  the  eflFufion  of'Chriftiaa 
blood;  a  propoiltion  plaufible  in  Jtfclf,  but  not  acceptable 
to  the  king,  who  fufpefted  their  fmcerity. 

H£  chole  therefore  to  march  towards  the  Afiurias  with  his  Botb  in- 
viftoiious  army,  as  the  beil  argument  of  his  right  to  (uhje&s/urreSHnu 
that  were  in  arms ;  and  yet,  halting  on  the  frontiers,  he  fent  anfup- 
them  a  meflage,  thgt  he  expedted  they  fhould  perform  their /''<!^^^^ 
promife.     This  had  the  defired  effcft ;  and,  whatever  their  ^^'  t^- 
firft  intention  might  be,  they  found  themfelves  obliged  to  ^^^     mf 
aft  as  if  it  had  been  fincere ;  and  accordingly,  having  feized  2^^  Ra- 
the three  princes  before-mentioned,  they  delivered  them  up  ^jj^^    - 
to  the  king,  who  fent  them  and  his  brother  to  a  pkce  of 
llrength,  where  they  were  kept  clofe  prifoners,  and  deprived 
of  their  eyefight  X ;  but  the  king  being  fome  time  after  in- 
formed, that  thofe  who  were  about  thefe  unhappy  ptinces 

•  V  RoDERic  Sahtii  Hift.  Hifpan.  P.  iii.  ^  Lxrc. 

Tddenf.  Chronicon.  *  Roderic  Toletan.  de  rebus 

liifp^a.  lib.  iv.    Vabjei  Chron.  r  Rqdbric  Santii 

J^Iift.  Hifpan.  P.  iii. 

treated 
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^t^tfid  them  with  great  indigaity,  he  qiufed  tfaem  to  be 
removed  to  the  monaftery  of  St.  Julian  di  Rui/brco,  vfhkh 
he  had  lately  built,  where,  by  his  exprcfs  direftion,  tfacy 
'^yere  ufed  with  all  pofSble  lenity,  as  well  as  with  all  the 
JLB.qy ^  rcCptd  due  to  their  high  births  About  this  time  died 
guecn  Urraca,  the  confort  of  Don  Ramiro,  and  by  whoiy 
he  had  a  fon  Don  Ordogno,  which  it  becomes  aeceflary  to 
mark,  that  the  reader  may  not  confound  them  with  the 
queen  and  fon  of  his  brother,  who  were  both  of  the  fame 
pomes ;  and  becaufe  the  epitaph  of  this  princefs,  remaining 
en  her  tomb  in  the  royal  chapel  of  Oviedo,  fixes  that  chro- 
nology \yhich  we  have  followed,  and  iadeed  puts  it  beyond 
^U  difputea  (I). 

>  Luc.  Tudenf.  Chren.  Vas^  Chron.  *  Chroa.  tit. 

aotig. 

( I )  There  axe  fercral  cir-  he  had  his  fon  Don  Ordogno, 

cmnftances,    relatme   to    this  fomamed  the  Wicked,    As  for 

prioce  and  his  family,  that,  as  the  queen  of  Don  Ramiro^  her 

lar  as  our  autkorities  will  per- .  name  was  likewife  Donna  Ur^ 

sak^OQght  to  he  explained.  Ma^  raca ;  and  (he  died,  as  appears 

rima  informs  us,  that  the  learn-  by  her  epitaph,  printed  at  large 

ed  bifliop  of  T'lpr  makes  this  by  l^oraiett  June  the  twenty-^ 

Jcing  to  be  the  fon  of  his  pre-  foarth.  Anno  Domini  nine  hun- 

4cceflbr  Troila ;   yet  whoever  dred  thirty^one,  and  was  buried 

confults  that  author  will  find  ziOnjiidoy  in  the  chapel  of  Don 

that  Mariana  was  mi  (lake  n.  Se-  Alonfi  the  Cbafte^  by  whom  he 

▼eral  Spamjh  hiflorians,  how-  had  his  fon  and  fncceilbr  Don 

ever,  have  been  of  that  opi-  On/i^^m  the  third,  and  the  prin- 

jsion  s  but  what  clearly  refutes  c^fs  Donna  Slvira,  who  became 

it  is,  that,  amongft  the  children  a  nun.     It  may  not  be  amifs  to 

of  ^that  prince  whofe  ey^s  were  add  here,  that  both  thefe  Or^ 

put  out  by  Don  Ramiro,  one  of  dognos  married  a  priucefs  named 

ihem  was  named  Jlon/o  or  ^A  Urraca,  indeed  the  fame  Wo- 

flfcnf/o,  fo  that  the  miftake  arofe  man ;   for,  as  the  reader  will 

partly  from  Don  Froila^s  hav-  fee  in  the  text,    fhe  was  the 

SDg  a  fon  of  the  fame  name,  daughter  of  the  count  of  Ca/^ 

and  partly   from  his  children '  ///<,  married  Don  Ordogno^  the 

taking  the  fide  of  Don  JUn/o  fon  of  Don  kamiro,  in  the  life- 

the  fourth.    In  the  next  place,  time  of  his  father,  by  whom, 

many  writers  call  the  contort' of  after  his  accefllon  to  the  throne, 

Don  JJ09/0  the  fourth  Ximena ;  fhe  was  repudiated,  and,  after 

but  Ferreras  afTures  us,  that  her  his  deceafe,  efpoufed  Don  Or' 

x^ame  was  Urraca^  and  that  ic  doguo  the  ff^i^M,  when  he  ufurp- 

wai  grief  for  her  death  which  ed  the  kingdom  of  Leon  from 

induced  Don  Jlon/o  to  think  of  her  firft  hufband's  brother,  Don 

libdicating.    It  was  by  her  that  Sanchez  tht  Gro/s. 

As 
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As  foon  a^  Don  Ramiro  found  himielf  in  peaceable  pof-  Wbomakn 
feifion  of  his  domiiiiionS;  he  executed  with  great  fpirit  and  tixjofuc- 
idgour  that  expedition  which  he  had  fo  long  meditated  againft  ^^fjfi^  in- 
the  MoorSy  penetrated  as  far  as  Madrid^  which  was  then  for-^*"^^ 
tifiedy  and,  after  taking  it  by  ftorm,  proceeded  to  infult  7b-  "^^"    -  - 
Udo,  one  of  the  ftrongeft  and  greateft  cities  in  the  hands  of    ^^"* 
the  Moors ;  after  which   he  returned  in  triumph  with  his 
army  loaded  with  fpoils,  and  bringing  with  them '  a  ipulti- 
tnde  of  flaves^.     At  bis  return,  he  fo,und  his  brother  Ppq  A»D.93S. 
Mphonfo  the  fourth,  furnamed,  from  his  misfortunes,  the 
Monk  and  the  Blind,  dead  in  the  monaAery  of  St,  Julian,  tp 
whofe  remains  he  caufed  all  thofe  honours  to  be  paid  tha^ 
were  due  to  his  dignity  ^.     The  king,  however,  had  very 
little  leifure  to  repofe  5  for  Ahderrahnan,  king  of  Cordova^ 
yncenfed  at  the  incur/ion  he  had  made  into  his  dominion^, 
raifed  forces  in  every  province  of  his  kingdom,  and  feat  to 
Aben  Ahaya,  who  governed- in  iS^zr^^^,  but  was  hi£  vaflal, 
tp  march  with  all  the  forces  that  he  could  raife,  and  tp  take 
die  coa>mand.     Thefe  preparations  being  known  to  Doq 
Ferdinand  Gonzalez,  count  of  Caftile,  he  gave  immediate  no- 
tice of  them  tp  the  king,  who  kept  his  army  together  in  the 
n^ghbourhood  of  Leon,  and,  as  the  feafon  of  the  year  ad- 
vanced, caufed  them  to  be  reinforced  with  feveral  corps  of 
frefh  troops,  and,  as  foon  as  he  had  intelligence  that  the  ene- 
my were  in  motion,  marched  dire£^ly  towards  his  frontier ^, 
He  found  the  Moors  encamped  in  good  order  within  iigbt  ^ 
Qfma,  on  a  fpacious  plain,  which  gave  them  an  opportunity 
of  ranging  themfelves  to  the  beft  advantage.     Don  Ramiro^  A.D.^|,V 
though  inferior  in  numbers,  charged  them  with  great  vigour 
and  refolution,  and,  notwithftanding  they  behaved  with  great 
courage,  and  rallied  feveral  times,  yet  in  the  end  i\xty  were 
totally  defeated  with  a  prodigious  (laughter''.     At  bis  r^Sr 
turn  from  this  viAory,  the  king  was  welcomed  by  the  uni- 
verfal  acclamations  of  all  his  fubjeAs,  and,  as  a  marj^  cf  h^     ' 
piety,  confirmed  the  privileges  and  donations  granted  by  bis 
predpceflbrs  to  the  church  pf  St.  James  of  QmpoJUUa  *  (K). 

19 

*  Rode*.  Tolet.  Hi*.  Arabum.  •  Luc.  Tudenf.  Chrbm 
Vas-ei  Chron,  *  RodeiiiC  Tolct.  Hift.  Aral?*  •  ^hioa, 
yar.  antiq. 

(K)  It  is  very  Sr ange  tha^  of  Caftile,  ]>aid  him  extraordir 
Mariana  flioald  conceive,  tha^  nary  rabmiiTions,  who  -  but  a 
upon  the  fcore  of  the  afliftance  little  before  bad  triumphed  over 
given  him  by  the  king  of  Lemt,  apd  killed  in  battle  J)  m  Sancbae 
Don  Ferdinand  Gon»ak»9  .cpunt    Abarta^  king  of  Navarre  i  and 

it 
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Riduces         In  the  beginning  of  the  next  year,  the  king  held  an  af* 
Abett        fembly  of  his  eftates  at  Aftorga^  at  which  time  the  bifiiop  of 
Ahajra,     that  fee  demanded  tiiat  certain  places  (hould  be  annexed  to 
fri»€i  of   iji5  diocefc,  that  hac^.  been  conquered  from  the  Moon^  be- 
Arragon»  ^^(^  ^^^  mzA^  a  part  of  it  before  they  came  into  Spiun ;  of 
*L      /Ll  '^^^^^^^  proof  being  made,  the  biftiop's  demand  was  com- 
i  ^ajf  .   jj^  ^.^  ^  which  we  mention  as  a.  proof  that  the  king  re- 
tained in  part  the  ecclefiaAicai  fupremacy  that  had  been  in 
his  predeceilbrs  ^.    At  the  riling  of  this  aflembly,  the  king 
formed  a  coniiderable  army,  with  which  he  made  an  irrup- 
tion into  yirragon^  in  order  to  punifh  Aben  Ahaya  for  the 
(hare  he  haid  in  the  laft  campaign,  and,  by  the  rapid  progrefs 
he  made  in  the  conqneft  of  that  country,  alarmed  him  to 
fuch  a  degree,  that  he  offered  to  become  his  feudatory  alfb, 
and  to  pay  him  the  fame  tribute  that  he  did  to  Jbderrahman^ 
which  he  readily  accepted  ;  and  fome  ftrong  places  having 
rev<dted,  in  refentment  of  this  {ubmiflion,  he  reduced  them, 
and,  together  with  thofe  he  had  before  conquered,  rqftored 
934*     to  his  new  vaf&l  <•    Before  his  return  from  this  expedition, 
he  concluded  a  marriage  with  Donna  There/a^  fiAer  to  Den 

'  Rod.  ToletaB.  de  Rebus  Hifpan.  libc  17.        &  Chron.  Var. 
Antiq. 

it  is  ftill  more  ftrange  that  Fa-  the  reign  of  this  very  monarch, 

ther  Charenton^  who  tranflated  who  hambled  and  made  him 

hit  book  into  Frtnch^  fhould  prifoner.     He  took   up  arms 

think  of  correcting  his  author,  aeainft  king  Onbgne^  the  fon 

by  faying,  that  very  probably  of  this   king,  .though  he  had 

the  counts  oiCafiiUt  from  this  married  his  own  daughter ;  but 

dme,  became  feudatories  to  the  was  reduced  to  a  date  of  pern- 


js  of  Lioui  all  which  is  ap-  tence  and  humility,  which  laft^ 

parendy  falfe,  and  irreconcile-  ed  only  till  he  had  an  opportu« 

able  to  true  hiftory.     As  for  nity  of  breaking  out  again,  and 

IdmriMma^t  tale  of  the  grandeur  completing  his  projeA,  under 

of  Don  Ferdinand  at  tms  time,  the  reign  of  Don  Sawcbez,  tho* 

it  is  amerce  dream,  as  we  (hall  not   without    incurring  much 

ihew  in  its  proper  place.    With  danger  and  difgrace  befodre  it 

refpeCt  to  his  tranfIator*s  re-  could  be  effeded.    It  was  after 

marks,  Don  FfrSnand  Gon^a^  this  glorious  viAory  zt  Ofam 

7iz  was  indeed  feudatory  to  the  that  Son  Ramiro  confirmed  tk^ 

king  of  Lean  in  virtue  of  the  privileges  granted  by  his  pre- 

lands  he  held  in  Cafii/e ;  but  he  deceflbrs  to  the  church  of  Saitti 

was  fo  far  from  being  the  firft  J^imes  at  CompofielU^  ^d,£:om 

of  thofe  counts  who  became  fo,  this  time,  it  is  faid  that  he  msi- 

that  he  was  in  reality  the  laft  nifefted  a  particular  refped  amjL 

who  continued  fo.     He  pro-  devotion  to  this  holy  apollle.     .* 
jcfted  and  attempted  a  revolt  in  "^  \ 

Carcid 


\ 
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Garcia  king  of  Navarre^  and,  returning  into  his  own  domi- 
ziionsy  paiTed  the  next  year  with  bis  new  queen  in  quiet  \ 
The  year  following,  Aben  Ahaya  fent  deputies  to  Abderrah^ 
man,  king  of  Cordova,  to  inform  him  that  he  had  fubmitted 
to  the  Chriflians  only  through  fear ;  and  that  if  he  would 
aflemble  a  new  army,  fuiEcient  to  deliver  him  from  any  fu* 
ture  apprehenfi^ns  of  Don  Ramiro,  he  would  join  it  with  all 
his  forces;  to  which  the  king  of  Cordova  readily  aflented; 
and  having  drawn  together  a  fufficient  body  of  troops,  made 
an  irruption  on  the  territories  of  Leorif  and  reduced  the  tdwa 
of  SotocuvaSt  fuppofed  to  be  that  now  called  ^7;^rn<^i^2/, , 
where  he  made  a  great  flaughter  of  the  Chriflians « ;  but 
whether  this  was  in  confequence  of  any  viftory  gained  does' 
not  appear,  tho'>  from  what  follows,  it  may  feem  more  than 
probable,  iince  we  hear  nothing  of  Don  Ramtro's  being  in  ' 

the  field  ;  and  yet  we  can  hardly  fuppofe  that  he  was  a  tame 
ipedlator  of  his  fubjeAs  fofFerings. 

The  king  of  Cordova  was  very  far  from  being  fatisfied  Ohtaiia 
with  this  fmall  advantage ;  but,  having  made  ufe  of  all  the'*^^^^^; 
reputation  it  gave  him,  increafed  the  number  of  his  forces,  "^f**  *^^' 
and  having  procured  confiderable  fupplies  from  Africa,  and  ^^^^'  a 
giving  Aben  Ahaya  notice  to  join  him  likewife  with  all  that  /f^!^^/, 
he  could  raife,  he  drew  together  an  army  of  1 50,000  men  ^•fara  oftbi 
Don  Ramiro,  perceiving  that  his  enemy  had  no  lefs  in  idew  Moors, 
than  the  conqueft  of  the  kingdoms  of  Leon  and  Oviedo,  and 
driving  him  back  to  the  AJiurias,  aflemblcd  all  the  forces 
that  he  could  coUeA  in  his  own  dominions,  or  procure  from 
his  allies  ;  but  as  this  required  time,  and  the  Moors  were  in 
the  field  in  the  month  of  May,  they  had  time  to  reduce  all 
the  country  beyond  the  Duero,  fince  it  was  the  beginning  of 
Augiijl  before  the  Chriftian  army  was  in  a  condition  to  look 
them  in  the  face.     At  length  the  king,  having  firft  made  a 
vow  at  the  altar  of  St.  James  oi  Compojlella  \  put  himfelf  at 
tfie  head  of  Kis  forces,  and  marched  direftly  againfl  the  ene- 
ipy,  whom  he  found  encamped  in  the  plains  of  Simancas,  at 
tlie  confluence  of  the  Pui/erga  and  the  Duero.    In  this  fltu- 
ation  he  attacked  them  on  the  (5th  of  Auguji,  notwithftand*     93^* 
ing  they  received  him  with  great  courage,  and  made  a 
moft  obftinate  refiftance,  yet  they  were  defeated  early  in  the 
afternoon,  and   the  king  continued  the  purfuit  with  vaft 
flaughter  till  it  was  quite  dark ;  and,  as  all  the  hiftorians 
agre6,  the  infidels  loft  In  this  defeat  no  fewer  than  fourfcore    . 
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thourand  m*n  «.     After  thiS  gtorious  viftory,  by  which  hb 
army  was  prodigioufly  enriched,  the  king  was  on  the  point 
of  returning  to  his  own  dominions^  when  he  was  informed 
that  j4b4errahman  had  bej^n  to  colleft  the  remains  of  his 
broken  army,  and  had  CKablifhed  his  head-quarters  a  little 
beyond  Salamanca ;  upon  which  he  marched  with  great  ce- 
lerity, and  attacked  the  Moors  fo  unexpeftediy,  that  he  gained 
another  vi^ory  as  complete  as  the  former,  and  at  a  much 
cheaper  rate  °.    At  his  return  to  Uortj  he  caufed  the  traitor 
Jben  Ahaya^  who  had  been  taken  in  the  firft  battle,  to  be 
fhut  up  in  a  tower,  and  threatened  to  punifh  him  as  a  rebel  % 
and,  as  foon  as  he  had  refreflied  his  troops,  difpofed  them 
Into  quarters  in  the  country  beyond  the  Duero,  having  taken 
a  refolution  to  extend  his  dominions  as  far  as  that  chain  of 
mountains  which  divides  the  two  Cqftiles,  intending  to  form 
a  double  frontier,  one  along  the  territories  ftill  poffefled  by 
the  Moorsy  and  the  other  or  the  great  towns  fituated  upoi^ 
the  Duero  ^, 
Cau/estwo     The  principal  fource  of  that  conijant  profpcrity  which 
^erypo'     hitherto  had  attended  thefe  monarchs  was,  in  a  great  mea* 
'**r>^M^   fure,  derived  from  their  great  abilities,  as  well  in  the  cabinet 
^  aT /•      ^  ^  ^^^  ^^"^^^  ^^*  ^^^^^  fteady  purfuit  of  the  true  intercity 
tobefent   ^j-  ^^^  fubjefts.     But  notwithuanding  this  was  rewarded 
fcordon  *  ^*^^  repeated  viftories,  and  in  a  manner  attended  with  per- 
^^^j^ujjji  petual  fuccefs,    yet  the  indefatigable  difpofition  of  thefe 
*  princes,  and  that  vigilance  and  aftivity  with  which  they  afted 
in  times  of  peace  as  well  as  war,  as  the  motives  of  their  con- 
duft  were  not  explained,  proved  by  no  means  agreeable  ta 
many  of  thdr  fubjefts.     Thus  when  the  king,  in  order  to 
form  the  interior  barrier  before-mentioned,  fent  his  orders  ^ 
939*      to  fome  of  the  principal  nobility,  fuch  as  count  Num  Nunez^ 
to  repair  Ofma^  count  Ferdinand  Gonzales  to  reftore  Sepul* 
veda^  Don  Gongalez  Fernandez  to  put  Clunia^  now  Corognaiw^ 
in  a  ftate  of  defence,  as  alfo  St.  Stephen  de  Gormaz  and  /Pi- 
aza^  all  of  which  feem  to  have  been  ruined  by  Abderfab' 
man,  perhaps  in  the  beginning  of  the  laft  campaign ;  they 
performed  thefe  orders  indeed,  but  they  did  it  with  regret. 
When,  therefore,  frefti  orders  came  from  that  monarch  tOr 
thefe  lords  to  raife  their  refpeftive  forces,  and  to  be  ready  «> 
take  the  field  with  him  againft  the  Moors^  they  declined  thai 
fcrvice^j  by  which,  for  the  prefent,  the  kiiig^s  intefttions 
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^KTcre  defeated ;  which  he  took  fo  ill,  that,  with  the  army  he 
had  aflembled  tp  acl  ag»inft  the  common  enemy,  he  fell  upoa 
them>  and,  having  eafily  fubdued,  brovght  coant  Ferdinand 
Cdnfaks  and  count  Diego  Nunez  piifoners  to  jL^/7,  and  from ' 
thence  fent  the  former  to  the  caftle  of  Gordon^  and  the  other 
to  thatofLw/zfl^ 

It  appears  very  evidently  from  hence,  that  however  potent  The  true 
thefe  counts  might  be,  yet  they  were  not  hitherto  independent  ^mtin^  0/ 
of  the  crown  of  Leon,  and  ferved  with  Don  Ramiro  in  his  '^'^  f» »•• 
expedition  as  allies,  and  not  as  fubjefts  *,  a$  Mariana^  ajid  ^J^''  f  ^°*' 
moft  of  the  Spanijh  hiftorians,  would  pcrfuade  us ;  but,  at  '* 
the  fame  time,  it  muft  be  confefled,  that  from  hence  it  is  no  2^^ 
lefs  apparent  they  were  inclined  fo  to  be.  We  cannot  omit 
obferving  in  this  place,  in  order  to  the  reader's  forming  a 
true  notion  of  the  policy  of  Don  RamirOy  and  of  other 
princes  of  his  fpirit,  that,  exclufive  of  their  notions  of  piety 
in  making  war  upon  the  infidels,  or  of  their  ambition  to  ex- 
tend their  dominions,  they  had  very  juft  motives  to  aft  as 
they  did ;  which  is  the  reafon  that  we  commend  their  beha- 
viour, and  condemn  the  conduft  of  thofe  who  oppofed  them. 
For  if  we  confider  attentively  the  fituation  they  were  in,  and 
the  great  power  of  the  Moors,  we  cannot  help  perceivings 
that,  notwithftanding  all  their  viftories,  and  in  fpite  of  aU 
their  fuccefs,  the  pofleffion  of  their  dominions  remained  ftitt 
precarious,  and  it  was  fimply  impoffible  for  them  to  render 
their  fubjefts  fecure  by  any  other  methods  than  thofe  they 
employed.  As  they  were  now  matters  of  a  flat  and  fruitful 
country,  thofe  maxims  that  were  highly  reafonable,  and  very 
conducive  to  their  interefts,  while  their  fubjefts  were  con- 
fined to  a  mountainous  and  inacceffible  country,  were  intirely 
fuperfeded,  and  walling  and  fortifying  the  great  towns  they 
had  recovered  was  become  as  neceflary,  and  to  the  full  as  re- 
quifite,  as,  in  refpeft  to  the  hamlets  and  villages  in  the  Jftu-^ 
riaSy  it  would  have  been  needlefs.  On  the  other  hand,  there 
was  no  trufting^to  a  peace  with  the  Moors,  which  was  what 
the  king  o{  Cordova  fought,  and  to  which  thofe  counts  of 
Cqftite  before-mentioned  were  inclined ;  for  that,  as  experi- 
ence ftiewed,  was  only  giving  them  time  to  compofe  their  dif- 
ferences, to  form  alliances,  to  procure  fuccours  from  Africa^ 
and  to  put  the  very  being  of  theChriftian  principalities,  that 
were  now  eftablifhed,  to  the  rifque  of  a  fmgle  battle,  when- 
ever they  were  in  a  condition  19  break,  as  they  never  failed 
to  do  when  they  were^n  a  condition,  thefe  inlidious  truces, 
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and  to  march  with  fuch  prodigious  armies,  as,  by  thefe  me- 
thods, they  had  time  given  them  to  colleA,  in  order,  by  one 
decifive  blow,  to  bring  the  Chriftians  in  Spain  inta  the  fame 
wretched  ftate  in  which  they  found  themfelves  after  the  de- 
feat of  Don  Roderic.    Whereas,  by  employing  part  of  their 
fubjeAs  in  fortifying  their  frontiers,  while  the  king  was  at  the 
head  of  an  army  in  the  enemy's  country,  thete  mifchkfs 
were  evidently  avoided;  and  however  tirefome  and  fatigue* 
ing  this  plan  of  power  might  be,  it  was  fenfible,  it  was  pru- 
dent, becaufe  it  was  the  only  method  pradlicable  for  their 
prefervation  againft  the  common  enemy. 
Hi  fits  thi     The  reader,  it  is  very  likely,  will  confider  this  as  a  long 
tnviCitmtJ  digreffion  from  the  proper  bufmefs  of  this  hiftory ;  and  yet 
mt  hhirijf  \i  is  highly  probable  that  it  is,  in  faft,  the  profecution  of  it ; 
and  mat'   foj.  ^Jjq»  ^jje  fuccinA  chronicles  of  thefe  times  leave  no  traces 
rttt  hts      ^f  f^^^  difcourfes,  yet  nothing  can  have  more  the  appear- 
•ftbiir'  ^^^^  ^^  truth  than  fuppofmg  th^t,  during  their  confinement, 
iauzbters.  ^^^  ^*^8  caufed  remonftrances  of  this  fort  to  be  made  to  thefe 
noblemen ;  and,  upon  their  acquiefclng  in  his  reafons,  and 
promifing  obedience  for  the  future  to  his  commands,  fet 
them  at  liberty,  and  which  is  more,  reftored  them  to  his  fa- 
vour.    That  he  did  this,  is  very  certain,  from  a  general  con- 
currence of  great  authorities  t,  and  very  foon  after  married 
his  fon  Don  Ordogno  to  Donna  Urraca  ",  the  daughter  of 
count  Ferdinand  Gonfakz  by  Donna  Sancha  infanta  of  Na^^ 
varre;  than  which  there  could  not  be  a  more  conducing  te- 
ftlmony  that  all  former  difputes  were  abfolutely  buried  in 
941-      oblivion.     It  is  alfo  probable  that  the  king  confented  to  a 
truce  ^  with  the  Moors  for  fcven  years,  during  which  time 
he  caufed  fe\'eral  monafteries  to  be  ereAed,  repaired  the 
fortifications  of  moft  of  the  great  towns  in  his  dominions, 
and  held  a  general  council  «  of  the  clergy  at  j^Jlorga^  for  re- 
forming diforders  that  were  crept  into  the  difdpline  of  the 
church,  which  was  opened  on  the  firft  of  September  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  946;  at  which  he  affifted  in  perfbn;  bu^ 
the  a^s  of  which  are  long  fince  lofl. 
hmaies         As  foon  as  the  truce  was  expired,  the  king,  with  thjC  con« 
tbtterri-   currence,  in  all  probability,  of  his  nobility,  immediately  cn- 
Tm  ^    tered  the  dominions  of  the  Moors  ^,  and,  having  pafled  the 
/^rMoors,  mountains  of  Avila^  advanced  as  far  as  Talavera^  near  which 
gMns  a     j^^  ^^^  ^'^^  ^  numerous  army  fept  againft  him  by  the  king  of 
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Cordova ;  upon  which  a  very  warmr  aftion  enfued,  and  tiicgreat  i//V- 
king,  tho'  not  without  fome  difficulty,  at  length  obtained  SL^ory,  and 
complete  viftory,  12,000  Moors  being  killed  upon  the  fpct/^<«  ^*'^'* 
and  7000  taken  prifoners,  with  whom,  and  a  vaft  booty,  he 
returned  with  his  army  to  Leon  *.     There  he  repofed  him- 
felf  for  fome  days,  and  then  went  to  Oviedo^  where,  finding 
himfelf  indifpofed,  he  returned  prefently  to  Leoriy  and  there^ 
perceiving  that  his  end  approached,  he  refigned  his  crown  ^j 
and  foon  after  expired  **,  univerfally  regretted,  January  th€l 
^5th,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  950,  after  he  h^  reigned  ig 
years  and  very  near  three  months,  leaving  by  his  firft  queert 
the  prince  Don  Ordogno,  and  the  princefs  Donna  Elvira^  and^ 
by  his  fecoad,  the  jprince  Don  Sanchez.     His  body  was  inter- 
red in  a  monaflery  of  his  own  foundation,  and  where  the 
princefs  Elvira  was  a  nun. 

Don  Ordogno  III.  fucceeded  his  father  «  by  the  unanimous -^'^^  ^- 
confent  of  the  nobility,  and  appears  to  have  been,  in  every  ~^S"°^^^* 
refpeft,  a  princ«  of  great  fortitude  of  mind,  and  of  coiofum*^/^^^ 
mate  prudence,  which  as  they  difplaycd  themfelves  in  the  firft  "j^-J^* 
afts  of  his  feign,  fe  they  were  equally  confpiciiOus  in  thelaft  garh  te- 
actions  of  his  life.     He  was  no  fooner  feted  on  the  xhxontfiijnony  c/ 
than  his  brother  Don  Sanchiz  made  a  very  unr^fonabie  re-  his  vif^ 
queft  ^,     He  pretended  that  they  were  joint  heirs  of  their  fa-  tua 
ther ;  and  that  therefore  he  ought  to  have  fome  part  of  his 
dominions  affigned  him^  to  which  Don  Ordogno  Would  not 
agree,  concluding,  that>  as  the  confent  of  the  nobility  was 
necelHiry  to  his  eledlioQ,  he  could  have  no  right  to  divide  do- 
minions that  were  confided  to  him  entire  for  the  common  be- 
nefit of  his  fubjefts.     Don  Sanchez,  however,  was  fujjported 
by  the  king  of  Navarre,  his  uncle,  who  had  a  defire  to  fet  a 
crown  upon  his  head ;  and,  which  was  very  extraordinary, 
by  count  Ferdinand  Congales,  whofe  daughter  the  king  had 
married,  and  who,  notwithftanding,  defired  to  fee  his  power 
4eflened,  that  he  might  be  more  on  a  level  with  him,  and  iii 
lefs  danger  upon  a  revolt,     Don  Ordogno  having  no  regard 
either  to  plaufible  arguments  or  to  menaces,  Don  Sanchez  ^ 

retired  to  his  uncle;  and  his  proteftors,  having  levied  a  grea^ 
army®,  refolved'to  execute  the  fcheme  they  had  formed  by 
ibrce;  but,  upon  approaching  the  territories  of  Don  Or-> 
dogno,  they  found  his  frontiers  fo  well  fecured,  and  his  forces 
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fo  judicioudy  difpofed,  that,  being  unwilling  to  rifk  their 
own  countries  by  an  unfuccefsful  attempt,  they  very  wifely 
thought  proper  to  retire  ^,  without  committing  any  hoIHU- 
ties  at  ail ;  and  thus  the  excellence  oi  his  father's  maxims, 
and  the  rcAitude  of  his  own  condu6l  in  purfuiog  them,  ap- 
951.      pcared  to  his  new  fubjedts  in  their  true  light.     Yet,  as  the 
very  beft  kings  are  ftill  but  men,  this  fuccefs  was  foiloyred  by 
an  a6lion  that  Tpoke  more  refentment  than  one  could  have  ex- 
pelled (hould  refide  in  the  breail  of  fo  wife  and  fo  magnani- 
mous a  prince. 
Sends  back     Tm  b  confederates  had  no  fooner  withdrawn  their  troops 
tbe  count    from  the  frontiers  of  his  dominions,  and,  as  fome  writers  ^  fay, 
•/  Ca'      in  confequence  of  their   inglorious  campaign,   fallen    ouc 
iHlc  /        amongft  themfelves,  than  king  Ordogno  •»  repudiated  his  wife  * 
daughter^  Donna  Urracay  the  daughter  of  count  Ferdinand  GongaleZy 
^  n'     and  fent  her  back  to  him  ;  adding  another  circumfiance  to 
infurrec^  this  affront,  ftill  more  provoking,  which  was,  that  he  imme- 
tion  in       diately  married  *  Donna  Eivira^  the  daughter  of  fome  man  of 
Galicia.    great  qtiality  in  Calicia,  by  whom,  the  year  fcdlowing,  he  be- 
953,     came  the  father  of  a  prince  whom  he  called  Don  Bermudo  ^» 
As  his  divorce  was  the  fequcl  of  a  foreign,  fb  his  new  mar- 
riage was  the  caufe  of  a  civil  war ;  the  relations  of  the  new 
queen  prefuming  fo  much  upon  that  honour,  as  to  behave  in 
fuch  a  manner  to  their  neighbours,  that  it  produced  an  infur- 
rcftion.     Don  Ordogno  laboured  all  he  could  to  pacify  his  re- 
volted fubjcfts  by  fair  means;  but  finding  thefe  endeavours 
unfuccefsful,  he  '  advanced  to  the  frontiers  of  Calicia  with  a 
confiderable  body  of  troops ;  but,  boforc  he  proceeded  to 
a^ion,  proclaimed  a  free  pardon,  and  promifed  to  redrefs  al! 
their  grievances  :  upon  which  thofe  who  were  in  arms  imme- 
diately marched  towards  him  in  order  of  battle,  and  their 
chiefs  having  firll  waited  upon  the  king,  who  received  them 
very  gracioufly,  ranged  themfelves  under  the  royal  (kndard, 
and,  entering  the  territories  of  the  Moors,  penetrated  as  far  as 
Lifhony  which  they  took  and  demolifhed,  and  then  returned 
with  immenfe  riches  and  a  prodigious  multitude  of  flaves  m. 
Invades         At  the  Very  lime  that  Don  Ordogno  threw  himfelf  into  the 
/A/Moors,  enemy's  country,  count  Ferdinand  Gonf ales ,  with  the  forces 
and  obliges  oi  Cajlilc,  made  a  like  irruption  into  the  kingdoai  of  Ccr- 
tke  c§u7st   Jq^^  on  the  other  fide,  which,  with  refpeft  to  the  event  of 
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the  war,  had  the  fame  eifeft  as  if  he  bad  done  it  by  the  0/  CaftiJe 
king's  command  "<     However,  on  his  return  into  his  .own '^  ^uhmit 
dominions,  Don  Ordogno,  at  the  head  of  hl^  vlftorious  forces,  ^^'*" 
marched  towards  the  frontiers  of  Caftile ;  but  count Ferdinand^''^'^* 
Con f ales  prevented  things  from  coming  to  extremities,   by 
presenting  himfelf  before  the  king,  intreating  his  pardon  ^ 
for  what  was  paft,  infifting  upon  his  late  fervice,  and  aflur- 
ing  Don  Ordogno  that  the  Moors  were  preparing  to  invade  Ca- 
ftile.    The  king  was  fo  well  fatisfied  with  this  fubmiffion, 
that  he  not  only  laid  afide  all  his  rancour  agaiiift  that  noble- 
man, but  likewife  promifed  him  fupjilies,  in  cafe  the  king  of 
Cordova  perfifted  in  his  intendons ;  and  it  5Vas  with  thdr  af- 
firtance  that  count  Ferdinand  Gonzalez  acquired  foon  after  a 
gloriqus  vidlory  «*  over  the  common  enemy.  About  the  middle  AV^ 
of  the  fummer,  the  king  making  a  journey  from  Leon  to  Za* 
mora^  found  himfelf  very  much  indifpofed,  and  fliortly  aftet' 
died  'J,  about  the  middle  of  the  year  955,  when  he  had  dif- 
charged  the  regal  funftiott  with  univerfal  applaufe  for  five 
years  and  near  a  half.     Upon  his  demife,  the  queen  ^  and 
her  young  fon  retired  to  fomc  of  her  relations  in  Galiciay  be* 
ing  fenfible  that  fhe  had  no  intereft  amongft  the  nobility  ca 
pable  of  raifirig  her  infint  to  the'  throne. 

Don  SancheZy  quitting  his  tetreat  at  the  court  of  A^-*  Z)^  San- 
varre,  haftcned  immediately  to  Leon^  on  the  news  of  his  bro-  chczyifi 
tiler's  death  ;  and  notWithftatlding  his  long  abfence,  and  the  ceeds  his 
circamftances  that  attended  it,  the  nobility,  forefeeirig  lefs  in-  ^^o*^^* 
convenience  from  that  than  from  any  other  ftcp  they  could  f*^'.^'^^ 
take,  proclaimed  him  king  ■.     He  is  commonly  called  Sanchez  ^^l^P^* 
the  Grofs  by  fome,  apd  by  others,  though  very  improperly,^ *^^'     ^ 
Sanchez  the  Fat;    this  furname  being  given   him  on  theQ^ftiic 
fcore  of  a  dropfy.     He  was  a  prince  of  no  great  parts,  ^^A  is  expelled. 
of  lefs  aftivity ;    however,  he  might  probably  have  ruled 
quietly  enough,  if  fome  fmifter  methods  had  not  been  taken 
to  difturb  the  peace  of  his  government,  which  was  intirely 
owing  to  the  artifices  of  count  Ferdinand  Gonzalez ^  who,  ftill 
aiming  at  independency,  took  his  meafures  fo  fecretly  and  fo 
cfFeftually  for  inflaming  the  difputes  between  the  king  and  his 
lubjefts,  that  at  length  he  raifed  them  fo  high  as  frighted 
Don  Sanchez  into  a  fecond  retreat  to  the  court  of  his  uncle     95^- 

n  Luc.  Tudenf.  Chron.  VAs.Chroft.  ^  Rod.  Santii, 

ubi  fupra.  Chron.  Var.  Antiq.  p  Rod.  Toletan.  Hift^ 

Arabum.  ^  Chron.  Var.  Antiq-  '  -Luc.  Tudenf. 
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the  king  ol  Navarre^  by  which  the  kingdom  oiLeon  was  left 
in  a  kind  of  anarchy,  and  confequently  count  Ferdinand  Con- 
foles  without  a  mafter,  which,  in  fome  meafure,  anfwered  his 
purpofe.     But,  however,  this  did  not  fktisfy  his  ambition ; 
for,  not  content  with  bdng  releafed  from  vaflalage,  he  now 
aimed  at  nothing  lefs  than  becoming  protestor  of  the  king- 
dom of  Leon^  by  fubftkuting  a  new  king  in  the  room  of  Don 
Sanchez, 
l^c^'^tn        '^^^  prince  upon  whom  he  fixed  his  eyes  was  Don  Or- 
r     bD    ^S^^  *»  ^^'^  ^^^  ^^ ^^^  Alphonfo IV.  fumamed  the Monk^ or 
•^^  ^^*  the  j?//W>  and,  as  the  price  of  promoting  his  eledtion,  he 
and  make]  ^^'^Jigcd  him  to  marry  Donna  Urraca  his  daughter,  who,  by 
ins  daugh'  ^"^  means,  had  a  fecond  time  the  title  of  queen  of  hetm  f. 
fer  fueen    The  nobility  were  by  no  means  willing  to  venture  upon  a 
e/hton.    meafure,  the  ill  confequences  of  which  werefo  apparent ;  and 
957.    '  tho*  by  his  intereft  it  was  at  laft  accompliOied,  yet  it  was  not 
with  a  good  grace ;  and  the  new  king  b^;an  in  a  little  time 
to  a^  in  a  manner  fo  inconfiAent  with  his  dignity,  that  they 
fixed  upon  him  the  furname  of  Don  Ordogno  the  Wicked^.  As 
for  Don  Sanchez^  finding  himfelf  grow  worfe  and  worfe  with 
the  dropfy,  he  reiblved,  by  the  advice  of  his  uncle  the  kii^ 
of  Navarre^  to  go  to  Cordova^  in  hopes  of  receiving  that  re- 
lief from  the  Meorijh  phyficians,  which  the  moft  ikilful  in 
the   court  of  Navarre  were  unable  to  afibrd.      Thither 
accordingly  he  went.     Ahderrahman,  proud  as  he    might 
well  be  of  feeing  a  king  of'Lean  take  Chelter  under  his  pro^ 
teAion,  received  him  with  great  kindnefs,  and  the  MBhamrne- 
dan  doflors,  whether  by  ikill  or  by  lucky  chance,  freed  him 
Trom  his  malady  intirely  *.     As  inftances  of  good  or  ill  for- 
tune feldom  come  alone,  fo  he  was  fcarce  recovered  from  his 
difeafe,  before  it  was  infinuated  to  him  by  fome  emifiaries 
from  heon^  that  his  fubjeAs  were  heartily  tired  of  the  tyranny 
of  Don  Ordogno ;  and  that  if  he  could  appear  widi  but  a 
fmall  force  on  the  frontier,  he  might  be  alTured  he  would 
meet  with  no  refiftance.     Don  Sanchez^  relying  on  the  gene- 
fofity  of  his  protcftor,  communicated  this  news  to  Abder- 
rarnhan  ^,  who  very  kindly  offered  him  his  aififlance,  but  at 
the  fame  time  advifed  him  to  demand  that  likewife  of  his 
nncle  the  king  of  Navarre ;  and  this  be  no  fooner  did  than 

"  it  was  promifed  him  wlienever  be  fliould  have  occafion  for 
itc. 

"  Mar.  FiRaER.  Maybrmb  TuR<^iibi  Aipra.  f  Luc. 
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Th|&  proper  -meafures  being  concerted  betweea  the  two  Don  San- 
courtSy  the  Moorijb  army,  under  the  command  of  Don  San-  chez  r^- 
€heZy  marched  towards  the  frontiers  of  I.^c?«,  at  the  fame  time /^''^J' 
that  the  king  oi  Navarre,  with  the  whole.force  of  his  domi-  ^^^  ^^^T 
luoasy  approached  thofe  of  Caftile,     As  for  Don  Ordogno^  anceoftbg 
fining  himfelf  JForfaken  by  all  his  fubje(fls,  who  reviled  him  Navaro 
for  his  cruelties,  he  fled  into  the  remoteft  parts  of  the  Jftu^  ^^^  Qo^^ 
rias  ^ ;  fo  that  Don  Sanchez  was  reftored  *  without  any  diifi-  dora, 
•culty ;  and,  having  gratified  the  chief  officers  of  the  Moorijb  - 
army,  difinifled  them  perfectly  fatisfied.     On  the  other  hand« 
Don  Garcia^  Idng  oi  Nanarre,  having  defeated  cawnt  Ferdi^ 
nand  Gorifales^  and  made  him  prifoner^  carried  him  with  hini 
into  his  own  dominions.     Ordognoy  underAanding  that  the 
people  of  AJlurias  intended  to  feize  and  deliver  him  up,  fled 
from  thence  to  Burgos  with  his  queen,  where  that  princefs 
iiras  received  with  all  imaginable  refpe^l,  but  they  would  have 
nothing  to  do  with  Ordogno%  who  thereupon  retired  to  the 
Moors  in  Arragon^  where,  ddTpifed  by  the  infidels,  and  hated 
1>y  the  Chriftians,  he  foon  after  died  in  a  miierable  manner^. 
Don  Sanchez,  thus  delivered  from  apprehenfioas,  as  well  as 
enemies,  thought  proper   to  marry,  and  very  wifely  made 
choice  of  Donna  Terefa  g,  the  daughter  of  one  of  the  moft 
confiderable  of  his  own'  nobility,  which  gave  his  fubjefts  in 
general  great  fatisfa^lion.     The  rejoicings  for  this  marriage  Defcent  tf 
were  hardly  over,  when  the  king  received  fomc  mortifying  in-  the  Nor- 
telligence  from  Galicia,  where  the  Normans  had  landed  un-  mans, 
^exp^fledly,  ravaged  the  country,  and  carried  many  of  the  in-     9^ii* 
iiabitants  into  fiav^ry  (L).    Tliis  gave  a  pretence  to  Sijenand, 

biihop 

"  Chron.  Var.  Antiq*  «  Mar.  Ferrer.  Mayern^ 

TuR<^  ubi  fupra.  ^  Luc.  T^dcnf.    Vas.  Hifp.  Chroiv 

c  Rod.  Toletan.  de  Rebus  Hifp. 

(L)  The  whole  of  this  reign  that  he  afcribes  to  him  the  tak- 

of  Don  Sanchez  is  related  but  ing  away  of  Donna  [/rr^r^ifroin 

<very  confufe  jly  in  Mariana.  It  Don  Ordozno  the  Wicked,    and 

is  true  he  complains  of  want  of  obliging  nim  to    take  (helter 

lights;  bat  it  is  alfo  true  that  among  the  Mo^rj,  at  the  fame 

ht  has  not  made  the  beft  ufe  he  time  that  he  fays  not  a  fingle 

might  have  done  of  thofe  that  word  of  the  Icing  of  Navarre't 

v/ere  in  his  power^     Don  Fer-  aiBiling  his  nephew  in  the  reco- 

dinand  Goncalex  was  his  hero,  very  of  their  dominions,  of  hi# 

and  he  finas  nothing  but  what  defeadng  the  count  o^ Caftile,  or 

is  commendable  in  his  beha-  ,of  his  carrying  him  prisoner  to 

viour  towards  Don  Softchez.    It  Pampekna,  which  was  the  true 

/alls  out  in  ^on&^uence  of  this,  reafon  that  the  Caftilians  would 
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biftiop  o{ CompofteHa^  to  defire  leave  to  wall  and  fortify  that 
city,  tor  the  fecurity  of  the  cathedral,  which,  for  thofe  times, 
was  already  become  exceedingly  rich ;  and  this  permiiEon, 
which  was  readily  granted,  he  quickly  abufed,  by  levying 
large  fums  upon  the  people  for  the  expence  of  thefe  v^orks, 
and  various  other  afts  of  oppreffion  and  extortion,  of  whick 
complaint  was  made  to  the  Idng  ^. 

All  things  being  now  in  a  tolerable  ftate  of  quiet,  the  king 
of  I^lavarre  releafed  count  Ferdinand  Gonzalez  ^  at  the  in  treaty 
of  his  wife,  who  was  that  monarch's  ijfter  V  About  this 
time  alfo  died  Ahderrahman  king  of  Cordova^  and  was  fuc- 
ceeded  by  his  fon  Alhacan^  to  whom  Don  Sanchez  ioimedi- 
^tely  fent  ambafTadors,  to  congratulate  him  upon  his  fuccef- 
fion,  and  to  renew  the  treaties  of  peace  fubfifting  between 
the  two  kingdoms  ^.  He  then  made  a  tour  into  Ca/icia,  to 
inquire  into  the  conduft  of  biftiop  Si/cnand,  which  came  in 
very  good  time ;  for  that  prelate,  offended  with  a  meflage 
that  the  king  had  fent  him,  was  meditating  a  rebellion ;  but, 
upon  the  approach  of  Don  Sanchez,  the  people  every- where 
rofc  to  execute  the  royal  commands ;  fo  that  the  bifhop  be- 
ing made  prifoner,  the  king  depofed  him,  and  placed  one  Ro- 
fenindo  at  the  head  of  that  church,  who,  when  the  Normam 
made  another  defcent  in  that  neighbourhood,  put  himfelf  at 
the  head  of  his  people,  and,  falling  upon  thefe  pirates  fword 
in  hand,  made  fuch  a  flaughter  that  they  vifited  the  coafts  of 
Calicia  no  more  in  his  time.  This  prelate,  for  his  virtue  and 
his  valour,  has  been  finc6  his  death  revered  as  a  faint  \ 
Count  Gonzalez,  who  was  nearly  related  to  biftiop  Sifenand, 
being  intrufted  with  the  government  of  the  frontiers,  bafely 
betrayed  his  truft,  and  revolted  againft  his  fovereign ;  upon 


'^  Luc.  Tudcnf.  Chron.   VAS.Chron.  *Rod.Sant^i, 

ubi  fupra,  *  Chron.  Var.  Antiq.  Rod.ToIcc.  Hift.  Ara- 

buin.  '  Ciiron.  Var.  Antiq. 


not  receive  the  tyrant  of  Leon, 
but  obliged  him  to  feek  a  re- 
treat among  the  infidels.  He 
gives  us  the  ftrange  ftory  of  the 
horfe  and  the  t^awk,  by  which 
Don  Ferdinand  bought  off  the 
homage  of  Cafiiie  from  Don 
Sancbex ;  which  is  indeed  to  be 
found  in  fome  antient  writers, 
and  is  fteadily  adhered  to  by 
inoft  of  the  moderns,  tho'  there 
^an  be  nothing  qiore  imperti- 


nent, more  incredible,  or  more 
abfurd .  It  is,  however,  a  proof 
that  the  count  of  CafiUe,  after 
a  long  and  hard  ilruggle»  car- 
ried the  great  point  of  his  inde* 
pendency  in  this  reign,  which 
was  the  only  reafon  we  men- 
tioned it  here.  As  to  the  man* 
ner  in  which  it  was  obtained, 
we  (hall  have  occafion  to  give 
the  reader  fome  farther  account 
of  it  in  another  place. 

whiclj 


C.  I.        the  Kingdom  of  Leon  and  Oviedo,  gg^ 

"which  Don  Sanchez  marched  towards  him  with  aft  army,  and  Jons  a  r#- 
the  rebel,  finding  himfclf  abandoned,  came  and  threw  him-  ^f^y'wh§ 
felf  at  his  feet ;  upon  which  the  king  pardoned  him,  and  thcP^'fi^^  him 
traitoi^  foon  after  took  an  opportunity  to  poifon  him,  of  which'*'  ^^j^f»* 
lie  died  the  third  day  after  "»,  extremely  regretted  by  the     ^^'     • 
better  part  of  4iis  fubjefts  for  his  mildnefs,  moderation,  and 
clemency  (M).  '  no 

The  nobility  were  no  fooner  informed  of  the  king's  death    f^  j*,' 
than  they  aflembled  in  order  to  a  new  eleftion,  a*nd,  after  ma-^       ,  ,". 
ture  deliberation,  they  declared  hisfon  Don  Ram'tro  III. "  ^^^^i father    " 
tho'  but  five  years  old,  and  appointed  his  mother  the  queen  ^^^»  ^^ 
dowager,  and  his  aunt  Donna  Elvira,  regents  **,  who  imme-^«i;^  y^^,.^ 
idiately  difpatchecf  inftruftions  to  the  ambaflTador  then  rcfident  oU. 
at  the  court  of  Cordova^  to  renew  the  treaty  of  peace  with 

"•  Ltjc.  Tudenfis  Chron.  Rod.  Sanctxi  Hift.  Hifp^  "  Mar. 
Hiit  General  de  Efpana,  lib.  viil.  Ferrer.  Hift.  de  Efpana, 
P.  iv.    Mayer NE  TuRQ^  HiHoire  General  d'Efpagne,  lib.  viiL  * 

■**  Rod.  Santii  Hill.  Hifpan.  P.iii. 


(M)  In  thefe  early  ages  very 
^reat  regard  was  paid  to  the 
appearance  and  bebavioar,  as 
well  as  to  the  temper  and  ad- 
minifh-ation  of  princes.  As  Don 
Sanchez  had  the  misfortune  to 
foe  dropfical,  it  made  him,  in 
the  former  part  of  his  reign,  in- 
'dolent  and  inadive,  which  in- 
duced his  fubjedsin  general  to 
conceive  a  mean  opinion,  of 
.him;  infomuch  that  they  de- 
rided his  person,  and  defpifed 
his  anderuandine.  But  finding 
the  prince  who  lupplanted  him 
a£iive  only  in  mifchief,  and 
making  no  other  ufe  of  his 
power  than  to  torment  thofe 
who  were  fubjeft  to  it,  they  re- 
joiced at  Don  Sanchetis  return, 
who,  tho*  now  free  from  the 
drppfy,  and  in  a  condition  to 
jtake  the  field  whenever  occa- 
fioA  required,  was  Hill  the  fame 
humane,  affable,  debonnaire 
prince,  which  rendered  him  in- 
finitely beloved.  Yet,  from  a 
foible  incident  to  all  men  'of 
that  chara^er,  he  was  too  eafy 


to.  be  reconciled,  and  wanted 
that  degree  of  fufpicton,  which 
is  ufeful  to  every  man,  and 
which  is  neceiTary  to  princes. 
Gonzalez  had  been  his  favou- 
rite, and,  out  of  a  perfonal 
efleem,  he  raifed  him  to  the  go- 
vernment of  Portugal,  Pro- 
voked at  this  rebellion,  he 
marched  with  an  army  to  re- 
duce him;  but  he  no  fooner 
faw  him  at  his  feec  than  he  for- 
gave him,  which  was  great,  but 
he  reftored  him  likewife  to  his 
former  familiarity,  which  was 
not  becoming  a  wife  prince. 
It  was  this  that  gave  that  per- 
fidious man  an  opp(»tunity  of 
prefencing  Kim  fome  fine  fruit, 
amongil  which  was  a  poifoned 
apple,  which  the  king,  who 
thought  gratitude  mud  be-  the 
efFe£ls  of  mercy,  ate  without 
fear,  and  paid  for  it  with  his 
life;  having  probably  nevor 
heard  that  wHe  obfervation, 
that,  though  religion  enjoins  us 
to  forgive  our. enemies,  it  does 
not  require  us  to  trull  them. 
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Alhacan ;  in  which  he  met  with  no  difficulty  P.     Sifenamd, 
the  depofed  bi(hop  of  Com^Jiella^  finding  means  to  make  his 
(dfcape  out  of  the  tower  in  which  he  was  confined,  returned 
to  that  city^  and,  by  force  of  arms,  reinftated  himlelf  in  the 
bi(hoprick ;  Rofenindoy  who  had  fought  fo  bravely  againft  the 
Normans^  qeclining  any  refiftance  in  his  own  caufe.     But  not 
long  after,  thofe  barbarous  invaders,  having  intelligence  on 
the  coaft  of  what  had  happened,  landed  in  great  numbers^ 
and  marched  dlre£lly  to  Compojiella.     Sifenand^  confiding  in 
the  numbers  that  he  had  about  him,  and  defirous  of  equal- 
ling his  predeceflbr  in  reputation,  drew  out  the  inhabitants 
CO  give  them  battle  9  \   but,  being  killed  in  the  beginning 
of  the  aftion,  his  people  were  fo  difpirited,  that  they  were 
quickly  routed,  and  pqt  to  pieces.     The  NormaaSy  elated 
by  their  viftory,  ravaged  all  the  country  as  far  as*  the  moun- 
tains of  CaftUe  ;  and,  having  by  this  means  amafied  immenfe 
wealth,  began  to  retire  towards  their  fleet ;  but,  in  thdr 
^70.      paflage,  were  met  by  Don  Congalez  Sanchez^  whom  the  re* 
gents  had  fent  with  a  confiderable  body  of  troops  to  repel 
thefe  bold  invaders.     The  difpute  was  very  obOinate  and 
bloody,  but  at  length  Don  Gonfolez  gained  a  complete  vic- 
tory r ;    upon  which  the  people  role  every- where  in  the 
neighbourhood,  and  killed  or  made  flaves  of  all  that  were 
left,  whil^  Don  GongaUz^  -by  a  ftratagem,  burnt  their  fleet. 
Upon  his        When  Don  Ramiro  entered  his  17th  year,  he  married  •, 
marriage   with  thc  confent  of  the  regents,  a  lady  of  a  great  family, 
becomes      whofe  name  was  Donna  Urraca,  and  foon  after  afliimed  the 
odious  tQ     j-gjjjs  qf  government.     This  young  prince,  in  a  (hort  time, 
his  fub^     became  fo  uxorious,  that,  flighting  the  advice  of  his  mother 
/  and  his  aunt,  he  confided  intirely  in  the  relations  of  his  new 

queen,  which  highly  difobliged  the  nobility,  and  particularly 
thofe  of  Galicia  ;  who,  lying  fartheft  from  the  feat  of  go- 
vernment, were,  in  all  probability,  the  worft  treated.  The 
confeqiience  was,  that,  or>  conferring  amongft  themfelves, 
and  obferving  that  the  prince  Don  Befmudo^  fon  to  king^r- 
dogno  III.  who  had  been  bred  up  amongA  them,  had  all  the 
qualities  requifiie  to  form  a  great  and  a  good  prince,  they  un- 
anin^oudy  declared  him  king  ^  This  was  io  well  received 
by  the  people  in  general,  that  they  found  no  difficulty  b  raii^ 
ing  an  army  numerous  enough  to  fupport  their  choice ;  nei- 

P  Oiron.  Var.  Antiq.  Rod.  Tolet.  Hid.  Arab.  ^  Luc- 
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ther  did  they  (hew  themfdves  dtfpirited  at  all  upon  die  ap- 
proach of  Don  Ramiro,  who  came  with  a  great  army  to  re* 
duce  them.  Their  forces  met  upon  the  frontiers^  and  the 
difputawas  fo  obftinate  and  bloody,  that  more  were  loft  in 
this  battle  '^  than  in  any  againft  the  Moors  \  and  yet  they  were 
parted  by  the  night;  fo  that  neither  fide  claimed  the  viflory. 
However,  Don  Ramiro  thought  it  beft  to  return  to  Leouy  in 
order  to  recruit  his  forces ;  and,  while  he  was  thus  employed, 
he  died  v  fuddenly  in  the  latter  end  of  the  year  982,  in  the 
1 5th  year  of  his  reigu,  and  when  he  was  about  twenty  years 
of  age.  He  was  buried  near  his  grandfather  Don  Ramiro  H. 
From  whence,  by  the  command  di  Don  Ferdinand  II.  it  was  ^ 

removed  to  Afiorga. 

Don  Bmrmudo  II.  was  immediately  acknowl^cd  <  upon  the  Don  Ber- 
deceaie  of  his  competitor,  and  b^an  his  reign  With  very  nxodo  II. 
favourable  circumftances.    He  obferved  that  all  ranks  and  ^**".'*''^*' 
d^rees  of  his'  fubjefts  were  exceedingly  degenerated ;  that  '^^^ "  ^^ 
the  nobility  were  luxurious,  haughty,  and  oppreffive ;  that  ^^^'f^ 
the  common  people  copied  their  betters ;  and  that  the  clergy,  o4edo 
inflead  of  reproving  the  vices  of  the  laity,  were  become  ^^^  Leon, 
equally  vicious  tbemfeives.    He  began  his  reformation  with 
them,  becaufe  he  found  that  feveral  of  the  bUhops  were  men 
of  ftridt  morals,  and  wanted  only  to  be  fupported  by  autho- 
rity in  correAing  their  inferiors,  and  becaufe  hefawthat  this 
was  acceptable  to  the  people,  as  the  laity,  however  vicious, 
have  an  abhorrence  for  all  excefles  among  the  clergy ;  and    . 
beiides  he  made  no  doubt  that  a  thorough  reformation  in 
the  church  woald  have  a  great  efleft  upon  the  morals  of  the 
people  in  general.     But  while  he  was  thus  occupied,  the 
Moarsy  who  con/idered  themfelves  as  difengaged  from  all 
treaties  by  the  death  of  Don  Ramiro^  under  the  command  of 
Mohammed  Abnanfor^  Alhagib^  or  prime  minifter,  to  Hijfem 
king  of  Cordova^  made  an  irruption  into  his  domlaions,  and 
formed  the  fiege  of  Simencas,  a  place  well  fortified ;  the     9^4* 
inhabitants  of  which  made  a  gallant  defence,  which  might 
have  preferved  it,  if  the  king  had  been  in  any  condition  to 
relieve  them ;  but  fo  many  had  fallen  in  the  fatal  battle  at  his 
acceffion,  that  he  found  it  abfolntely  impoflible  to  bring  an 
army  into  the  field ;  fo  that,  after  a  long  fiege,  the  Aloorr 
became  matters  of  SimencasT,  and  carried  all  the  people  who 
were  left  therdn  into  flavery,  and  acquired  alfo  a  prodigious 
booty. 

*  Rod.  Tolet.  de  Rebos  Hifpan.  lib.iv.   Chron.  Var.  Antiq. 
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Finds  bh        Theae  is  DO  doubt  but  the  king  oiuft  have  been  grieve- 
kingdom  fi  ouAj  affliAed  with  the  confideration  of  a  difgrace  beyond 
ixbaufted   any  that  bad  happened  to  his  predeceflbrs ;  but  as  the  Moors 
as  not  to     turned  their  arms  againft  other  Chriftian  prindpalitie^,  with- 
^'y*''*  out  profecuting  the  war  .againft  him,  he  contented  himfelf 
'^^    '^,   with  the  purfuit  of  his  former  meafurcs,  labouring  as  much 
J^^s     '-^  ^^  ^*"*  ^^y  *^  make  his  fubjefts  comprehend  the  neceffity 
of  refuming  the  frugal  and  induftrious  manner  of  life  for 
which  their  anceftors  had  been  diftingnifhed.     He  took  care 
likewife  to  fecond  his  exhortations  by  his  example,  and  was 
always  more  indulgent  to  the  meaner  than  the  better  fort  of 
people.     Don  Pelayo^  who  was  of  the  fame  faction  with  Don 
Si/enand,  .and  who  fucceeded  him  in  the  bifhoprick  of  Com^ 
pqftella,  having  flighted  the  king's  admonitions  t'  relinqnifli 
his  vices,  and  to  behave  with  more  moderation  to  the  people, 
Don  Bermuda  went  thither  in  perfon,  and  depofed  '  him  % 
upon  which  that  falfe  prelate,  with  many  of  his  adherents, 
retired  to  the  Moors^  who  had  a  little  before  taken  the  city  of 
Zamora  ^,  and  treated  the  inhabitants  with  as  little  mercy  as 
they  had  done  thofe  of  Simencas.    If  the  king  had  not  been 
a  prince  of  true  piety,  and  of  the  moft  fteady  refolution, 
thefe  misfortunes  muft  have  induced  an  alteration  in  his  con- 
duft ;  for  the  Moors  were  continually  victorious,  himfelf  in 
no  condition  to  oppofe  them,  and  the  numbers  of  his  fnb- 
jedts,  who  preferred  eafe  and  a  diflblute  life  to  all  confidera- 
tions  of  honour  and  religion,  daily  deferted  him,  and  fought 
proteftion  from  the  infidels. 
AtUngth      Mohammed  Almanzor,  perceiving  that  the  frontiers  of 
ventures  a  Leon  lay  now  open,  ailembled  a  very  numerous  army,  took 
bof^l^        the  field  early  with  a  fettled  intention  to  penetrate  into  the 
i^atnfi      heart  of  the  country.     Don  Bermudo  forelaw  this,  and  had 
Md '  P^P^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^  manner  he  was  able  for  his  reception. 
Mal/v  de-  ^^  army,  however,  was  much  inferior  to  that  of  the  infi- 
feated.       ^A'^%  but  the  king  confiding  in  providence  and  the  courage 
of  his  troops,  ventured  to  give  them  battle  on  the  banks  of 
the  river  Ezla^  and,   after  a   briflc  difpute,  put   them  to 
flight  l>.     But  Mohammed  Almanpr^  when  he  faw  his  aroiy 
in  confufion,  difmounted  from  bis  horie,  fat  himfelf  down  in 
the  field,  threw  his  turban  upon  the  ground,  and,  laying  hts 
arms  acrofs  his  breaft,  declared  he  v/ould  remain  there, 
fince  he  was  abandoned  by  his  troops.     This  had  the  ef{e6t 
he  expedl'ed ;  his  forces  returned  to  the  charge,  and  th« 
Chriftians,   being  difordered  in  their  purfuit,  were  in  their 
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turn  beat  ^.     But  the  viftory,  if  it  was  one,  coft  the  Moors 
fo  dear,  that  it  put  it  out  of  their  power  to  do  any  thing 
more  that  campaign ;  fo  that  Mohammed  Mman^or  fatisfied 
himfelf  with  fwearing,  that,  the  next  year,  he  would  not  fail 
to  come  and  plunder  Leon.     The  king,  knowing  the  temper  » 
of  the  mart,  and  the  fuperiority  of  his  forces,  ordered  what- 
ever was  valuable  either  in  the  city  or  in  the  churches  to  be 
removed.     He  likewlfe  caufed  the  bodies  of  the  kings  to  be 
tranfported  into  the  Afiurias ;  and  having  repaired  the  forti- 
fications, and  placed  a  ftrong  garifon  in  L«?w,  he  retired 
with  his  family,  and  moft  of  the  prelates  and  nobility,  into 
i  the  fame  country  ^, 

Mohammed  AlManxor,  in  the  beginning  of  the  fprii^g,  TheMwxn 
nvefted  Leon  with  a  more  numerous  army  than  the  Moors  ^'<ome 
had  ever  brought  into  the  field ;  and,  having  carried  on  the  ^^''^^f 
fiege  in  form  till  a  large  breach  was  made,  he  caufed  it  to  be  ^^]^  ^ 
attacked,  and  carried  by  affault ;  after  which,  he  demoliftied  ^^nd^afie 
it  fo  erfeaually,  that,  except  a  tower  which  he  left  to  mark  Galicia. 
the  place  where  it  flood,  there  did  not  remain  one  ftone  upon 
another  9.     He  proceeded  next  to  Aflorga,  which  immedi- 
ately capitulated.  '  Suppofing  he  fhould  have  the  fame  good 
fortune  where-ever  he  came,  he  entered  the  Jjiuriasy  and 
attacked  the  csMes  of  Gordomnd  Luna;  but  as  they  were 
well  fortified,  and  had  good  garrifons,  he  was  repulfed  with 
lofs ;  upon 'Which  he^returned  to  Cordova  f.     'the  next  year 
he  entered  Portugal,*  mside  himfelf  mafter  of  Coimbra,  Vifeo, 
and  Lafnego:  into  which  he  put  good  garrifons,  and  from 
thence  proceeded  to  Braga^  which  making  fome  refiftance 
he  demoliftied  after  it  fell  into  his  hands,  and  fent  the  people 
into  flavery.     He  pufhed  this  torrent  of  fuccefs  fo  far  as  to 
ravage  Gaiicia  alfo  ;  and,  by  the  afliflance  of  that  perfidious 
prelate  Don  Pelayo,  and  his  father  count  Roderiguez  Vela/- 
quez,  he  entered  into  Compojiella  g,  which  he  likewife  de- 
ftroyed ;  and  would  have  proceeded  flill  farther,  if  the  flux 
had  not  prevailed  among  his  troops,  which  obliged  him  to 
retreat.     The  king  Don  Bermudo  ordered  bis  generals  to  fol-     997* 
low  him,  who  made  a  dreadful  flaughter  amongfl  his  people, 
which  provoked  him  to  fuch  a  degree  \  that,  with  dreadlFul 
blafphemies  and  imprecations,  he  threatened  to  come  the  next 
■  Year,  and  complete  the  ruin  of  Gaiicia  (N).     In  order  to  this, 
•  he 
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(N)  According  to  M?r;>»a's     the  fevcral  irrcptions  into  the 
pianp^r  pf  relating  this  biftory,     territories  of  the  Chriilians  by 

Mohammed 


he  not  only  drew  together  the  whole  forces  of  his  mafter's 
kingdom,  but  procured  likewife  great  fupplies  from  jtfrica ; 


Mohammed  AlmftHKor  happened 
in  the  life  of  Don  RamirOf  and 
ivhils  Don  Bermuda  was  pof- 
feffed  only  of  the  kingdom  of 
Calicia ;  and  which  is  itill  more 
extraordinary,    he   places  alfo 
within  this  period  the  devafta* 
tion    of  Cemfoftellai    and,    to 
complete  all,  not  only  afcribes 
,    to  tne  apoftle  St.  James  the 
fluxes  and  other  diftempers  with 
which  the  Meorijb  army  was  af» 
flifled  after  the  fpoiling  of  the 
church  dedicated  to  his  memo- 
ry, but  likewife  the  death  of 
that  famous  infidel  the  general 
himfetf.  He  therefore  believes, 
or  at  leaft  would  make  his  read- 
ers believe,  that  MobammedtwYio 
afterwards  commanded  the  ar- 
my of  Cordova^  and  who  took 
his  defeat  fo  heavily,  that  he 
died  of  hunger,  rage,  and  de- 
fpair,  at  Medina  Cell,  was  not 
*      Mohammed  Almanxor,  but  an- 
other Mohammed,  who  fucceed- 
cd  him  in  the  poft  oiAlhagih  at 
Cordonta,     Where  or   how   he 
colleded  this,  is   diiEci^t  to 
know ;  for  here  he  plamly  de- 
ferts  his  old  guide,  archbifiiop 
Roderic,  who  Aates  thefe  mat- 
ters briefly,  but  pretty  much  in 
the  lame  manner  that  we  do^ 
and  this  variation  is  made  for 
no  other  reafon  that  we  can  dif- 
cern,  than  purely  to  afcribe  the 
deadi  of  that  fatal  and  impla- 
cable enemy  of  the  Chriftian 
name  in  a  fpecial  manner  to  the 
indignation  oiSt.James\  which, 
bow  confiftent  it  is  ^ith  com- 
mon fenfe,   with  the  principles 
of  the  Chrifiian  religion,  or  the 
reft  and  ppace  afcribed  to  the 
faints  who  have  departed  this 
life,  is  left  to  the  decifioa  of  the 


reader.  Bot  certainly  the  clear- 
nefs    and    confiftency  of    the 
whole  current  of  events,  as  they 
are  ilated  in  the  text  from  the 
authority  of  feveral  antient  wri- 
ters, and  the  concurring  judg- 
ment of  Ferreras,  makes  it  pro- 
bable that  they  are  digefted  im 
their  right  order,  fince  it  is  the 
nature  of  truth  to  be  eafy,  per- 
fpicnoas,  and  uniform,  as,  upon 
a  clofe  infpedion,  our  dates  will 
be  found  ;    whereas   they  lie 
in  fuch  a  manner  in  the  hiftory 
oi  Mariana,  that  the  year  in 
which  any  particular  fad  hap- 
pened cannot  be  certainly  dif- 
tinguiflied ;  which  feems  to  im- 
ply that  this  ereat  man  himfelf . 
was  not  fatis&d  as  to  the  man- 
ner in  which  he  ranged  thefe 
important  events;   and  as  he 
does  not  cite  the  authorities  up- 
on the  credit  of  which  he  relax- 
ed them  in  the  manner  he  has 
done,  we  are  conflrained,  tho* 
unwillingly,  to  lay  (he  blame 
wholly  upon  himfelf;  and  this 
the  rather,  becaufe  he  feems  to 
have  been  convinced  of  his  own 
miftake,  and,  to  cover  it,  intro- 
duces a  fecond  deftrudion  of 
Compoftella  by  die  Moore,  under 
the  command  of  this  other  Mt?- 
hammed,  of  whom  he  gives  a 
very  high  character,  and,  among 
other  circumftancest  mentions 
this,  that  he  governed  the  king- 
dom ^i  Cordova  for  twenty- five 
years.    If  fo,  how  could  ilf»- 
hammed  Aimanxor  have  the  f«- 
preme  command  in  the  Came 
kingdom  at  the  fame  time ;  or^ 
rather,   how  is  it    pdfiible  to 
doubt  that  this  very  charader 
belongs  XoMahammidJJmemseor  f 

and 
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and  as  all  this  cbuld  not  be  done  without  the  knowlege  of 
the  ChrifiianSy  fo  the  very  terror  that  he  took  fo  much  pains 
to  fpready  was  that  which  turned  moil  to  their  advantage ; 
for  Don  Bermuda,  coming  in  perfon  into  Galicia,  laboured  all 
he  could  to  revive  the  fpirits  of  his  fubjeAs,  at  the  fame 
time  that  he  fent  fcnne  of  the  moll  venerabfe  prelates  in  hts 
kingdom  to  follcit  Don  Gareias  king -of  Navarre,  aildtfae 
Cqftilians,  notwithftanding  they  had  thrown  off  all  ajlegi^be 
to  the  crown  of  Leon,  not  to  defert  the  common  caufe  of  the 
Chriilian  fslth,  at  a  time  when  it  was  in  fuch  apparent  dan- 
ger J  and  tfiefe  negotiations  were  hapjrily  condufled  with  as 
much  fuccefs  as  he  could  'Wifh,  and  very  probably  with  more 
than  he  expefted  K 

This  triple  alliance  ^  thus  concluded,  all  the  princes  uicd  Don  Bcr- 
their  utmoft  efforts  to  render  their  troops  as  complete  as  pof-  mudo,  of- 
fible,  and  refolved,  as  the  only  efieflnal  means  to  make  znjJ^A^h 
reiiftance  againft  fo  formidable  an  enemy,  to  unite  and  bring  {^'  ^^i  */ 
but  one  army  into  the  field,  «nd  this  upon  the  frontiers  erf"  Gz-  ^*^*^^c 
Jlik,  where  the  count  Don  Gareias  Fernandez  encamped  f^^^n^arf 
with  his  troops,  and  was  fpeedily  joined  by  the  king  Don^,-^^^^^^^* 
Bermudo,  tho*  he  was  fo  infirm  that  he  was  carried  into  the  SattU  of 
field  in  a  chair.     Don  Gareias,  king  of  Navarre,  brought  a  Ofma. 
confiderable  army  to  the  aififtance  oFhis  allies  * ;  and  their 
troops  were  fcarce  united,  before  the  Moors,  under  Mohant" 
tned  Mmangor,  advanced  towards  them,  and  took  poft  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  OJma  «.     The  confederate  princes  re- 
viewed their  troops,  and,  after  putting  up  folcmn  prayers  to 
God,  made  no  fcruple  of  acquainting  them  with  the  true 
iituation  of  things,,  and  that  the  being  of  their  refpeftive 
gdvernmeijts,  the  freedom  of  the  Chriftians  in  Spain,  and,  in 
fhort,  all  that  was  dear  to  them  either  in  regard  to  honour 
or  to  their  faith,  depended  oft  their  valour.     The  reafon  of 
this  declaration  was  to  difcern  the  temper  of  the  troops,  and 
from  thence  to  determine  on  the  meafures  that  were  to  be  ta- 
ken.    After  a  fhort  filence,  the  army  unanimoufly  demanded 
to  be  led  to  battle ;  and  the  princes,  who  had  made  the  nc- 
cefTary  difpofitions,  inftantly  began  their  march  ".     They  en- 
camped within  fight  of  the  enemy,  and  Mohammed  Alman^or,    ' 
prefenting  himfelf  next  day  in  order  of  battle,  the  Chriflians 
gallantly  received,  and  vigoroufly  returned,  the  charge.  The 
difpute  lafted  the  whole  day  with  fuch  refolution,  that  both 
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armies  feemed  invincible  ;  but,  as  night  came  on,  the  Moors 
retired  to  their  camp  ** ;  but  the  confederates  remained  upon 
the  field  in  the  nxidil  of  dead  and  dying  men,  their  princes 
ufing  their  utmoft  endeavours  to  colleft  and  difpofe  the  re- 
mains of  their  troops  (for  they  were,  in  comparifon  of  what 
they  had  been,  but  very  few),  in  thebeft  order  poffible;  and 
then  recommending  themfelves  to  Providence,  and  befeeching 
God  either  to  render  them  his  inflruments  in  the  protef^ion 
998.      of  the  Chridian  faith,  or  to  grant  them  mercy  for  the  fake 
ot  their  endeavours  '.     As  the  day  began  to  break,  they 
were  amazed  to  fee  nothing  of  the  Moors ;  and,  having  or- 
dered fome  fquadrons  to  reconnoitre  their  camp,  they  were 
ftill  more  amazed  that  all  things  were  as  filent  there.     After 
remaining  fome  time  in  fufpenfe,  they  advanced  in  good  or- 
der, and  found  it  totally  abandoned;  for,  upon  his  retreat^ 
Mmofi^or  found  his  lofs  fo  great,  that  he  ordered  thofe  who 
were  left  to  ftiift  for  themfelves,  and,  retiring  himfelf  to  Mc- 
dina  Celi,  obftinately  refufed  food,  and  died  for  want  of  fuf- 
tenance  4  ;  which,  conddering  his  implacable  enmity  to  the 
Chriftians,  was  a  confequence  as  favourable  as  the  viftory. 
Sdw^fttr      This  viftory,  however,  was  as  glorious  as  it  was  deciiive. 
this  vic'    It  is  affirmed,  how  incredible  foever  it  may  appear,  that  the 
ury  dies^   infidels  loA  an  hundred  thoufand  men  '  upon  the  fpot ;  the 
and  lean;es  plunder  of  their  camp  enriched  all  the  Chriftian  armies ;  and, 
ifis  king'   feparating  foon  after,  they  returned  to  their  refpeftive  coun- 
dom  in  a   tries  *.     Don  Bermudo  being  in  a  very  precarious  ftate  of 
dijh-efea    healthy  a  great  nobleman  in  the  Afturias^  flattering  himfelf 
muHjuion,   ^.^j^  yjjjy^  hopes,  endeavoured  to  murder  the  infant  Don  M- 
phonjb^  this  monarch*s  only  fon ;  for  which  he  was  puniihed 
as  he  deferved,  and  his  eftale  given  to  the  church  of  Oviedo; 
which  grant  ^  is  the  fole  memorial  of  this  extraordinary  faA. 
A  very  Ihort  time  after,  Don  Bermudo,  who,  froni  his  being 
grievouQy  affliAed  with  that  diflemper,  was  furnamed  the 
Gouty,  departed  this  life  «,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  999,  in 
Calicia,  and  was  buried  at  a  place  called  Vatbtiena,    Don  Pe^ 
layoy  bifliop  of  Oviedo,  whoflourifhed  in  the  twelfth  century, 
and  wrote  a  hiftory  of  his  reign,  has  extremely  blackened  his 
charafter,  with  what  view  it  is  impoflible  to  difcover ;  but 
that  this  is  the  faft,  appears  by  the  comparifon  of  his  writings 
with  thofe  authors  who  were  cotemporaries  with  this  mon- 
arch, as  well  as  from  certain  circumAanccs  he  relates,  and 
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urhich  cannot  poffibly  be  true ;  and  yet  from  this  chronicle 
many  things'  have  been  inadvertently  borrowed  by  other  hi- 
Ilorians. 

The  nobility  aflembled  foon  after  the  king's  death,  and  D^n  Al- 
elefted  the  infant  Don  Alphonfo  i,  tho'  a  child,  appointing  his  phonfo  V« 
mother  Donna  Elvira  regent  »,  and  continuing  the  care  of '^f^'^ 
his  perfon  to  Don  Melendo  GongaleZy  with  whom  the  king  *''*'?»  jf^ 
had  hitherto  intrufted  him.     ylbdcilmelech^  who  fucceeded  his  '»»jV^«'» 
father  Mohammed  Jlmangor^  as  Jlbagiby  or  prime  miniller,  to  " 

the  king  of  Cordova,  took  the  field  with  a  confiderable  army,  f^g^gj^ 
in  order  to  hy  wafle  the  kingdom  of  Leon;  but  the  queen 
dowager  demanding  the  affiftance  of  Garcias  count  oiCqftile,  999- 
to  whom  fhe  likewife  fent  a  body  of  troops,  he  fell  upon 
the  Moors  ^  and  defeated  them.  The  difputes  and  civil 
wars,  that  afterwards  broke  out  in  the  kingdom  of  Cordova^ 
proved  very  favourable  to  this  minority  ;  during  which  the- 
regency  not  only  governed  wifely  at  home,  but  negotiated 
the  reftitution  of  the  little  country  of  Alava,  which  the 
count  of  Cajlik  had  taken  from  the  family  oi  La  Vela  <^,  who, 
by  (heltering  themfelves,  with  their  adherents,  in  the  terri- 
tories of  Cordova^  had  been  the  chief  promoters  of  thefe 
wars,  and  had  furnifhed  Mohammed  Almangor  with  feveral 
ChriAian  corps,  from  whom  he  had  received  great  fervice. 
But,  upon  this  reftitution  of  tbeu*  patrimony,  they  quitted 
the  infidels,  and,  returning  home,  quickly  drew  after  them 
their  adherents,  which  proved  of  great  advantage  to  the 
Chriftian  caufe. 

There  have  been  few  inftances  of  a  regency  better  con-  Marries^ 
dufted  than  this,  during  the  minority  of  Don  Alphonfo  V.  ajjumittbt 
of  Leon,  who  was  educated  with  fuch  care,  that  he  became  ff^^^' 
one  of  the  N^ifeft  and  beft  princes  of  his  time ;  and,   as  a  ^**  ^ 
proof  of  his  gratitude  to  Don  Melenda  Gonzalez,  his  go-  ^     ^-r^ 
vernor,  he  married,  with  the  confent  of  the  queen  his  mo-  and  gnat 
ther,  and  of  the  principal  nobility,  his  daughter  Donna  El-  prince, 
vira  ^y  a  princefs  whofe  great  virtues,  and  more  efpecially    1014. 
her  humility,  made  her  univerfally  beloved.     Upon  her  fon's 
marriage,  the  queen  dowager  retired,  with  her  two  daugh- 
ters, into  the  monaftery  of  St.  Pelayo  at  Oviedo;  and  Ferre- 
ras  •  has  very  clearly  proved,  that  the  ftrange  flory  told  by 

'  Mariana  Hiftori a  General  deEfpana,  lib.  viii.  Fe.rrbras 
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PeUghis  bifhop  of  Oviedo^  whom  vre  hare  before  menuoned, 
of  Don  Jlphonfo'%  forcing  his  filler  Donna  7%^r^/2i  to  efponfe 
againft  her  will  a  Moorijb  prince  of  Toledo,  is  an  abfointe 
falihood,  notwithftanding  the  credit  given  to  it  by  many 
eminent  writers.  From  the  time  of  his  marriage  the  king 
governed  his  dominions  vdthout  af&ftance,  and  gave  fuch 
encouragement  for  rebuilding  the  towns  that  had  been  de- 
ftroyed,  and  repeopling  the  country  that  had  been  abandon* 
ed,  as  had  all  the  efFeA  he  could  defire,  at  the  fame  time 
that  it  prompted  the  nobility  to  follow  his  example,  and  pro- 
cured him  the  efteem  and  affedion  of  all  his  fubje^ls.  It  is 
true,  that  the  civil  wars  amongft  the  Moors  afforded  him  the 
leifure  to  do  all  this ;  and  the  flight  of  the  Chriftlans  out 
of  their  dominions,  who,  in  fuch  times  of  confufion,  were 
plundered  by  all  parties,  furntfhed  him  with  this  means  (Z). 
RehdUs  ^"^  length  his  dominioos  havii^,  in  a  great  meafure, 
tbi  city  of  changed  their  appearance,  the  king  folicited  his  nobility  b  to 

^  Rod.  Santii  Hift.  Hifpan.  P.ili. 


(Z)  We  find  in  Mariana  the 
ftory  mentioned'in  the  text,  of 
Don  Jlpbon/o*s  forcing  his  fifter 
the  infanta  Donna  Ttrefa  to 
marry  Abdalla  the  Moenfib  king 
of  Toledo^  with  the  pathetic 
fpeech  made  by  that  prinoefs  at 
the  time  that  Mdalla  would 
have  confummated  his  marri- 
age,  in  which  fhe  exhorted  him 
to  become  a  Cfariftian,  and 
threatened  him  with  the  divine 
vengeance^  in  cafe  he  perilled 
in  his  defien  of  gratifying  his 
pafiion.  But  whereas  Don  P^- 
/^  aiTerta,  that  this  monarch 
violated  the  princefs  by  force, 
and  fell  foon  after  into  a  mor- 
tal  difeafe,  upon  which  he  fent 
back  the  infanta  with  prodi- 
gious rich  prefents,  who  re- 
tired immediately  into  a  mona- 
iliery,  where  (he  paft  the  re- 
mainder of  her  days;  Mariana 
fuggefts  that  he  recovered,  be- 
c»u?e  he  found  that  this  Ab^ 
dttila,  king  of  Toledo ^  was  ta» 
ken  priloner,  and  put  to  death. 


by  HiJ/em  king  of  Cordova. 
However,  a  litde  attention  to 
the  hB.^  mentioned  in  thtf  pa* 
ragraph  above,  will  pat  it  be- 
yond all  doubt,  that  .this  ftory 
is  not  true  in  any  particular  cir* 
cum  dance,  but  in  the  whole  a 
groundlefs  ii^on,  becaufe  Ab^ 
dalla  was  taken,  and  killed. 
Anno  Domini  one  thoafand  and 
thirteen;  whereas  "Don Alpbonjb 
did  not  afTume  the  government 
of  his  dominions  till  the  year 
after.  There  is  the  more  rea- 
fon  to  corred  this  error,  be- 
caufe as  Mariana  followed  the 
biiliop  of  Oviedo  in  this  ftrange 
tale,  fo  a  celebrated  Fremtb 
writer  has  made  no  fcrople  of 
foUowing  Mariana ;  fo  that, 
unlefs  it  be  prevented  by  the 
timely  expofition  of  fo  bate  and 
injurious  a  fal(hood,it  may,  out 
of  deference  to  fuch  authorities, 
be  tranfcribed  and  propagated 
through  other  nations,  as  has 
been  the  cafe 'of  other  fabulous 
narrations. 

affift 
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affift  film  in  the  rebuilding  of  Leon,  which  they  readily  prO-  Leon,  i«- 
mii'ed,  and.  as  chearfully  accompli ftied,  the  king  \n   perfon  *^^^/  ^^f 
prefiding  over  that  important  work.     When  it  was  in  fome  ^frritortes 
meafure  finifhed,  the  king  fmnmoned   an  aflembly  of  the^^^^ 
ftates  *,  which  was  opened  on  the  ift  of  Aitguji  1020;  at^^^.  • 
which,  time  the  cathedral  church  was  confecrated,  and  many  ^//y^^^^  ^ 
new  regulations   made  for  reftoring  the  difcipline  of  thcy^^^, 
church,  and  for  promoting  induftry  and  frugality  among  the      1016. 
people.     Four  years  afterwards  he  caufed  the  city  of  Zamo-      loao^ 
ra  ^  to  be  repaired ;  to  tirhich  he  alfo  gave  particular  atten<< 
tion,  on   acpount  of  his  defign  to  render  it  the  llrongeft 
place  on  his  fronriers ;  and  when  he  once  faw  it  in  a  ftate  of 
defence,  he  thought  it  time  to  accuftom  his  fubjefts  to  make 
incurfions  into  the  territories  of  the  infidels.    The  next  year 
he  pafled  the  Duero  with  a  confiderable  army,  and  marched      1026; 
to  P'i/tfo,  where,  the  Moors  having  a  good  garrifon,  the  place 
made  fome  defence ;  fo  that  he  was  conftrained  to  befiege 
it  in  form.     The  weather  being  very  hot,  the  king  rode 
without  his  cuirafs,  in  order  to  determine  the  place  where  a 
breach  (hould  be  made,  and,  by  this  imprudence,  he  was 
mortally  wounded  by  an  arrow  from  the  walls,  jind  died  *  in 
his  tent.  May  the  5th,  1027,  in  the  28th  year  of  his  reign, 
and  the  34th  of  his  life.     His  body  being  removed  to  Leon, 
was  interred  in  the  church  of  St,  John  the  Baptiji,  fincerely 
regretted  by  his  fubjefts,  by  whom,  for  his  piety,  liberality, 
and  courage,  he  was  univerfally  beloved.     He  left  by  his 
queen  two  children,  the  prince  Don  Bermudoy  and  the  infanta 
Donna  Sancha^ 

The  nobility  made  no  fcruple  of  declaring  Don  Bermudo  Don  Ber* 
king  ™,  in  the  room  of  his  father  ;  and  the  difturbances  con-  mudo  III. 
tinuing,  and  even  increafing,  among  the  Moors ^  afforded  the^^^''^' 
queen  dowager,  and  the  principal  lords  intrufted  with  the  re-  ^'^J*'^^. 
gency,  time  to  eftablifh  the  tranquility  of  the  king4om,  nota^     ''^ 
little  difturbed  by  the  unexpefted  death  of  the-late  monarch.  ^^^^^^^ 
The  king  of  Navarre  ",  who  had  the  principal  care  of  Don 
Car  das  count  of  Cajlile,  gave  the  cleared  aflurances  to  the 
young  king  of  Leon  of  his  efteem  and  refpeft,  as  well  as  of 
his  refolntion  to  perform  punctually  the  engagements  into 
■which  he  had  entered  with  the  king  his  father ;  all  which 
gave  great  facisfa<5tion  to  the  nobility,  who  likewife  faw  with 
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pl^fure  a  fedamnefs  aad  an  adlivity  ia  their  yoang  mcbarch^ 
not  to  be  expefted  at  his  years.  Doa  Sanchez  king  of  A<t- 
varrty  conceivmg  it  high  time  to  marr j  his  ward,  applied 
himfelf  to  the  court  of  £«9n»  (tnd  reprefented  the  great  ad- 
vantages that  would  refult  to  the  common  caufe  of  the  Chrl- 
(Uaofi  ia  Spain^  aad  to  the  kii^om  of  Lttm  in  particular,  by 
the  marriage  of  the  young  count  Don  Garcias  of  Cqftile  with. 
the  iafanta  Donoa  S(mcha\  which  being  indeed  apparent, 
the  king,  the  queen  motha*,  and  the  nobility,  were  equally 
^oij,      Tcsidy  ia  embracing  the  propofal  ^;    A  little  before  the  time 

Eelixed  for  this  marriage,  fome  affairs  of  importance  obliged 
on  Brrmudo  to  repair  into  the  Jfiurias ;  but  he  promifcd  to 
return  v&JUon  againft  the  day  aippointed  for  the  marriage. 
Jn  the  At  this  jmifture,  Rodericy  DiegOy  and  InigCj   the  fens  of 

i/4^V  ^h'  the  count  de  U  Veln^  were  meditating,  from  a  principle  of 
finceDon  revenge,  the  death  of  the  innocent  Don  Garcias  count  of  ^^ 
Garcias    jm^  j  and  concluding  that  the  abfcnoe  of  Don  Bermudo  might 
Sanchez,  facilitate  this,  they  refolved  to  put  their  wicked  defign  ia  cxe- 
c"ftM^    cution  at  Legn.     Accordingly  having  conveyed  themfelves  in- 
affoJBnat*  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  night  that  Don  Garcias  arriwd,  they 
tdat      *  *^*^^  ^  opportunity,  as  he  went  the  next  day  to  chtiech,.  te 
Leon.       ft^^  ^^^  P  "^  ^^  ftreet ;  and  tho'  they  were  imtiiedlatdy  at- 
ro28.      tacked  by  the  nobility  of  CaftiU  and  Lean^  who  were  about 
him,  yet,  being  well  attended  and  well  provided  with  arms». 
they  carried  their  point  in  making  their  efcape  q.     They 
found  means  afterwards  to  furprife  the  town  of  Moncoit,  m 
the  neighbourhood  of  PaUuiia,  where  they  doubted  not  but 
to  be  able  to  defend  themfelves  till  they  could  be  relieved  by 
the  Moors,     But  in  this  they  were  niLftaken ;  for  Don  San^ 
chez,  king  of  Navarre,  followed  them  with  fuch  expeditkm,. 
and  profecutcd  the  flege  with  fuch  vigour,  that  the  place  vnt& 
very  quickly  taken  by  ftorm,  and  all  the  garrifm  put  to  the 
fword,  except  the  three  anaffins,nvho,  by  order  of  the  kii^^ 
were  defervedly  burnt  alive  *•. 
Do/f  Ber^       This  monarch  was  become  now  exceeding  powerfol,  as 
mado  de-  having  added  many  fair  provinces  to  his  hereditary  kingdom 
/r/aw  the  ^(  Navarre,  to  which  he  now  annexed  the  county  <rf  €ii- 
Com  6'  -^'^"^  ''     ^^*^  BennuJo  therefore  applied  himfelf  to  this  gi«at 
ilella         ^^^S*  '^^  order  to  obtain  the  daughter  of  coubt  Sanchez  of 
nvid'out    ^'fA*'^*  whofe  name  was  Donna  Urraca  iTferefa.    That  mon- 
arch, deflrous  of  uniting  him  to  his  interefts,  yielded  very 
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readily  to  his  requeft,  ^d  the  xnarriage  w^  fi^leymi^ed  '  ta«  «ffjr  «///i- 
\i^rds.the  clofe  of  the  year  wUh great  fpleador  apd  uiagnifi- <'tf^/ff»  /^ 
*c«oce.    Tt^  next  year  there  happened  fome  iUfs  in  GaUcia,  \*^'t»t^* 
and  the  <|ueea  was  delivei^ed  cf  a  fon  u,  baptized  by  the 
oaioe  of  Ah^fOf  who  did  not  live  maoy  days.    The  <Qm« 
fxiotioQS  ia  Galicia  beiQg  agaio  'renewed,^  and  th^  malecon- 
tenti,  undqr  aoot^r  chief,  haviog  broke  out  into  qpen  rc- 
t)elHQn»  Don  Bertmukt  who  was  a  prince  of  great  vivacity^ 
marched  thither  fo  fpeedily  with  a  body  of  forces,  thftt  thefi^ 
j}luaderer8  abaadooed  their  country,  to  prevwt  falling  into 
the  king*s  hands,  who  'conGfcated  their  eftat^  w^  ^4  g^^  * 

them  to  the  church  of  St.  Janus  at  Cotm^ofieU^.  About  th« 
fame  time,  he  depc^ed  and  amprifoned  the  bi/hop  of  that 
fee  for  his  bad  behaviour  and  immoral  life  ^ ;,  a  clear  proof 
not  only  of  the  virtue  and  fpirit  of  this  young  prlqce,  but, 
likewife  of  bis  preferving  that  prerogative  which  had  be^|i 
•exercifed  by  his  predeoeifors  the  antient  kings  of,the  GQthsl^i 
ibr,  notwithftandiog  the  popes  before  this  time  h^d  b^gu^i 
to  extend  their  authority  over  the  clergy  in  Spaln^  yet  it » 
^lain  they  had  not  begun  to  queftion  the  rioyal  power  i<^  rp* 
forming  ecclefiaAical  as  well  as  teo^poral  abufes,  becaufe^  ia 
all  probability,  they  had  not  hitherto  a  fair  opportunity. 

Don  Sanchez  king  oiNavarre^  having  given  ord^r^  for  re-  Adifputt 
pairing  the  cathedral  and  city  of  PaUntia,  which  he  conii-  ari/es  &&- 
^ered  as  a  place  belonging  to  his  county  of  CqfiiU,  Poa  Bsr^  tnueen  him 
4nudo  expreffed  great  refentment  thereat,  aflertiog  that  it  be-  ^^*hi 
longed  to  his  kingdom/ of  Leon ;  and,  notwithftanding  all  the  ^^  ^^ 
reaions  that  could  be  offered  to  diffuade  him  from  it,  de-     V^^J^^* 
•clared  war  againft  him ;  upon  which  Don  Sanchez^  at  the  cafilned^M 
Jiead  of  a  numerous  army,  made  an  irruption  into  his  AotxArA^^ 
Aions,  and  in  a  (hort  time  became  mailer  of  all  the  ^uiitrie$  ^war. 
between  the  rivers  of  Puiferga  and  Cea,  and,  before  the  clofe      xq^z^ 
of  the  campaign,  befi^ed  and  took  the  city  of  4fiprga  '• 
Dob  Bermudo  iaw  this  with  grief  and  refeutmeiit,  as  &pt 
iiaving  an  army  fuf&cient  to  hinder  it ;  and  therefore  r^tijriag 
into  GaHcioy  he  fpcnt  the  winter  in  recruiting  his  forces,  an^ 
la  the  fpring,  marched  with  a  numerous  army  to  recover 
what  he  had  loA  ^.     But  Don  Sanchez^  being  determined  tp 
preferve  his  conqueft,  had  likewife  ailembled  the  forces  oJF 
^qftile,  and  prepared  to  give  him  battle,  which  was  prevented 
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Antiq.  *  Alfomsi  a  C^aTHAC^NA  Regt  Hifp.  Anace*- 
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by  the  interpofition  of  the  prelates  who  attended  them  both. 
Thefc  reprefented  the  coafequences  of  this  difpate  in  fo 
ftrong  a  lights  that  a  peace  ^  was  at  length  concluded ;  by 
which  Don  Birmudo  made  a  ceflton  of  the  country  betweea 
the  two  rivers,  as  the  portion  of  his  filler  Donna  Sancha, 
and  the  king  of  Navarre  gave  Cajlile  to  his  fecond  fon  Don 
Ferdinand,  who,  it  was  agreed,  upon  efpoufing  the  infanta, 
fliould  afTumc  the  title  of  king «.     This  marriage  was  ac- 
cordingly celebrated  at  the  time  prefixed  at  Leon  ,  and  Don 
Bermuda,  to  ftiew  the  fincerity  of  this  reconciliation,  or  ra- 
ther to  diflemble  the  infincerity  of  it,  put  himfeif  to  fuch  an 
expence^as  in  thofe  days  amazed  ail  the  beholders,  and  in  that 
refpcft  very  probably  anfwered  his  purpofe  ''. 
The  king        This  conjnnftion  of  interefts  was  equally  acceptable  to 
•/*Na-       the  people  ol  Navarre,  Caftile,  and  Leon,  who  faw  themfelves 
varrc  di-    from  thence  protcfted  aga'nft  all  apprehenfions  of  the  Moors ^ 
mides  his    who  were  at  this  jundlure  involved  in  numbcrlcfs  quarrels 
dominions,  among  themfelves,  and  fplit  into  fo  many  principalities,  that 
wid makes  they  were  far  lefb  tenible  to  theChriftians  than  in  times  paft. 
Wa"    a  ^^  would  have  imagined  that,  having  this  example  before 
Ain   '/**"    ^**  ^^»  ^^^  being,  as  he  really  was,  a  very  wife  and  penc- 
Cs&ie.      ^rating,  as  well  as  great  and  good  king,  Don  Sanchez  would 
not  have  been  guilty  of  the  fame  error,  or  have  taken,  at  the 
end  of  his  days,  a  refolution  of  putting,  as  far  as  was  in  his 
power,  the  Chriftians  on  a  level  with  the  Moors  in  this  re- 
fpeft  ;  but  his  paternal  aiFeftion  for  his  four  fons  overcame 
all  other  confiderations ;  fo  that,  at  his  deceafe,  which  hap- 
pened in  the  fucceeding  year,  that  is,  in  1035  *»  ^^  divided 
his  extenfive  dominions  amongft  them,  and  fo  made  them  all 
kings.     Don  Garcias  had  Navarre,  Bifcay^  and  the  province 
of  Rioja^',    Don  Ferdinand  kept   the  kingdom  of  Caftile^ 
which  had  been  beftowed  upon  him  in  his  father's  life-time* ; 
I>OQ  Gonzales  had  the  counties  of  Scbrarwa  and  Ribargorce, 
with  the  title  of  king  ^ ;  and  Don  Ramiro,  Arragon  i.     This 
power,  which  had  been  fo  formidable  in  the  hands  of  one, 
became  far  Icfs  fo  by  this  divifion ;  and  as  at  firft  fight  the 
confequence  might  be  apprehended  by  reafon,  fo  it  was  im- 
mediately afterwards  juftified  from  experience  in  many  in- 
ftances,  of  which  we  (hall  have  occafion  to  fpeak  in  their 

^  LucTudenf.  Chron.  «  Rod.  Santii  Hift.  Hifpan. 
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turns ;  but  at  prefent  oilr  bufmefs  lies  only  with  the  firft,  the 
confequences  ot  which  were  very  confiderable. 

Don  Bermudo  had  yielded  very  unwillingly  a  confiderable  Don  Bcr- 
diftrlA,  for  the  fake  of  peace,  and  becaufe  he  found  his  fub-  mudo  /»• 
jefts  were  very  unwilling  to  fupport  him  in  a  war  againA  the  ''^f  <^«  Ca- 
king of  Navarre ;  and  tho*  at  laft  he  fcemed  to  come  into  ^^^®»  ^*^ 
this  with  a  good  grace,  by  that  magnificence  with  which  he  ^^frjf^f 
celebrated  his  fifter's  wedding,  yet  he  retained  the  refent-  ^       y 
ment  of  this  difgrace,  and  the  defire  of  wiping  it  away,  y^-^/^^ 
whenever  a  favourable  opportunity  offered ;  fo  that  we  need 
not  at. all  wonder  he  took  the  advantage  of  Don  Sancbf z's 
death,  and  the  divifion  he  had  made  of  his  territories,  to  re- 
cover the  country  he  had  loil.     It  is  certain  that  he  ufed  but 
little  ceremony  on  this  occafion  ;  for  marching  iaunediately 
with  a  confiderable  body  of  troops  into  the  territories  of  his 
brother-in-law,  he  beiieged  and  took  the  city  of  Palentia, 
which  had  given  rife  to  the  firft  difpute.     As  the  inhabit- 
ants of  *the  adjacent  places  were  willing  to  return  to  their 
old  mafter,  and  as  Don  Ferdinand  did  not  think  fit  to  take 
the  field  in  their  defence,  the  king  of  Leon  did  his  bufinefs 
in  a  fiQgle  campaign,  and  then  returned  in  triumph  to  liis  ca- 
pital ^y  without  attempting  any  thing  farther;  and  it  might  be 
with   an  opinion  that  a  negotiation  might  fecure  what  by 
force  of  arms  had  been  acquired ;  yet  in  this,  as  it  often  hap- 
pens to  princes  of  greater  experience  than  Don  Bermudo,  he 
found  himfelf  abfolutely  miftaken,  and   that  the  meafures 
which  he  had  afcribed  to  timidity,  or  a  fenfe  of  former  injuf- 
tice,  were  in  reality  the  effefts  of  policy  and  a  fuperior  un- 
derflanding  (A).  Don 

^  Alfonsi  a  Carthacena  Reg.  Hifp.  Anacephalaeofis. 

(A)  We  find  in  Mariana  a  temper  of  that  young  prince,and 

^reat  difpofition   to    reprefenc  from  the  nature  of  the  fadts. 

this  laft  monarch  of  Ovieao  and  Don  Bermudo  was  very  far  from 

Leon  as  a  prince  of  a  very  mild  being  either  a  weak  or  a  tame 

and    pacific    difpofition ;    one  prince :    he   knew    very   well 

whom  the  misfortunes  of  his  fa-  when  bis  juft  rights  were  in- 

ther,  killed  at  a  iiege,  made  ex-  vaded,   and  had  fpirit  enough 

'  tremely  cautious,  and  who  was  to  refent  fuch  an  injury,     fiat 

theref>jre  opprefied  and  ill-treat-  Don  Sanchez,  believed,  or  pre* 

ted  by  Don  Sanchsx  the  Greats  tended  to  believe,  that  Paientii^ 

through    the  invafion    of  his  belonged  to  CaftiUy  and  confe- 

country  unexpededly, and  with*  quently  devolved  to  him  with 

out    caufe.      This,    however,  the  reft  of  that  country .  He  ap- 

from  a  comparifon  of  what  is  prehended  that  his  great  intereft 

faid  by  our  old  hiilorians,  feeros  with  the  <;lergy  would  be  of 

9 .  litde  remote  from  she  real  high  ufe  to  him  upon  this  occa- 
fion I 
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Don  Ferdinand  had  raifed  a  coofidenble  force,  ia  order  t9 
cover  his  country,  if  the  luog  of  Leon  had  4ttempfeed  to  pufli 
Ills cooquefts  any  further;  but,  inAead  of  feoduig  to  intreat 
a  peace,  as  was  expected,  be  applied  hiia&If  tp  bis  brother 
I>on  Garcias^  and  deaianded  fupplies  froan  hioi»  upon  a  pre- 
fumptlon  that  Don  Bermuda  meant  to  annex  his  kingdom  to 
his  own.  Don  Garcias,  dther  out  of  fraternal  af&ftion,  or 
from  a  juilapprehenilon  that  Don  Bermuda  "would  become  too 
formidable  a  neighbour  if  he  (hould  re-aancx  Cqfitle  to  Lecn, 
marched  with  a  ftrong  body  of  his  father's  vetenm  troops  to 


fion ;  and  he  judged  that  a  di- 
flri^l  of  country  woold  be  to  the 
full  is  afefol  as  the  poilbiion  of 
the  city  he  was  now  about  to  re- 
build.    Dob  Bermuda  feems  to 
have  underdood  this  perfedly 
well,  and  to  have  aded  wfd&  all 
the'fpirit  and  caution  that  fo 
criiical  a  conjun^lure  demand- 
ed.   But  when  he  came  to  adt, 
the  clergy,  who  had  alfo  a  great 
influence  over  the  nobility,  re- 
llrained  him  from  going  to  ex- 
tremities, and  projeded  a  peace 
upon  vtry  pUafible,  if  not  upon 
very  equal  terms.     For  though 
king  Bermuda  did  not  recover 
what  he  judged  to  be  taken  from 
him,  yet  his  right  feems  to  have 
been  acknowleged  by  its  being 
accepted  as  the  portion  of  his 
fifter.     We  may  alfo,  without 
difficulty,  perceive  that  fuch  as 
invented  this  expedient  might 
very  poflibly  have  a  good  in- 
tention,  and  believe  that  they 
did  none  of  thefe  princes  wrong. 
As  for  Don  Samehex,  he  was  an 
old  fhrewd  politician, and  a^very 
potent  king;  fo  that  it  might  be 
cHeemed  a  point  of  right  poli- 
cy rather  to  gratify  his  ambi- 
tion for  the  prefent  than  to  di- 
vert the  infidels  with  fo  fad  a 
fpedlacle  as  Chriftians  deftroy- 
ing  Chriftians  in  a  quarrel  about 
little  or  nothing,  if  compared 
with  the  confequences  refnlting 
fram  fuch  a  war.    In  the  next 


place,  it  redored  the  ecjuaUty  of 
thefe  princes,  and,  in  that  light, 
might  ferve  to  take  away  the 
apprehenfions  that   Don   Ber- 
mudo  might  be  under  from  the 
rapid  growth  of  his  neighbour's 
power ;  and,  laftly,  it  was  well 
contrived  to    umte  Uie    three 
crowns  againA  the  common  ene- 
my.    Upon  thefe  principles  the 
prelates  and  nobility  a^ted  a  pare 
confiftent  with  their  charaAers, 
inafmuch  as  they  feemed    to 
prefer  the  general  intereft  to  the 
perfonal  quarrels    of   princes. 
We  may  add  to  all  this,  that, 
according  to  their  conflituiion 
of  government,  if  they  were 
difpofed  to  make  foch  a  ceffioa 
for  the  fake  of  peace,  the  king 
had  no  right  to  oppofe  it ;  and 
it  is  very  far  from  being  impro- 
bable that  he  fubmitted  totheie 
reafons,  tho*  there  is  nothing 
clearer  than  that  he  fubmitted 
againft  his  will,  and  with  a  view 
only  to  gain  time ;  which  is  an- 
other mark  that  he  was  by  no 
means  of  fo  gentle  and  com- 
pliant a  temper  as  Mariaa^  re- 
prefents  him;  but  whether  this 
detra^s  from  or  raifes  his  cha- 
rafter,-  we  (hall  not  decide;  all 
we  aim  at  is  to  give  the  reader 
a  thorough  and  complete  view 
of  a  tranlaftion^  upon  which  it 
is  indifpuuble  that  the  fate  of 
this   king  and   kingdom    de- 
pended. 

join 
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joki  tbofe^of  Don  Feriinani  that  v^^e  incai[)Qped  in  ttfe 
ne^hboBrlKKxl  of  Burgos  K  Tbe  king  of  Leon  bad  bo  fooHer 
ihtdUigesce  of  tbe  niotioiis  of  the  two  brothers  ^han  he  dretv 
tGgetlwr  tbe  force  of  his  tbree  kingdoms,'  Aftw-i&s^  Leon,  ^tai 
-Galicin,  ztA,  ^atb  am  army  far  ftiperior  to  that  of  the  kings  of 
Navarrt  atid  Cafiili,  entered  into  the  laftHmentioned  kingdoiii, 
and  advanced  as  far  as  thevaUej  of  Teimaray  near  Fromifla  ". 
The  two  btothers,  feeiog  that  nothing  ^as  to  be  expcfted 
bnc  iirom  fbrce,  put  their  troops  Ukewiie  in  motion,  which 
-brought  ott  a  AoABavt  battle  near  Carriou.  The  great  i«npe- 
tuofity  of  Ber7imdo*s  temper  engaged  him  to  charge  with  the 
cavalry  tbtt  were  abdut  his  perfonimo  tht  very  centre  of  the ' 
cHeimy's  troops^  %3ierey  while  be  looked  abobt  for  either  6f 
the  twp  kings,'  be  was  tbraft  into  the  bteaft  by  a  fpear»  and 
itnaaediateiy  funk  down  iron  bis  horfe  \  Such  as  attended 
him^  bctitiixug  he  w^Wovaded,  fought  defpefately  on  ^I 
£d£s,  that  they  migbt  have  room  to  remount  and  carry  hiib 
off;  btitwhea  they  camfe  to  take  himnp,  they  perceived  Adt 
he  was  dead ;  and  this  funk  their  fpiriitsio  mnch  that  th^  fell 
an  eafy  prey  to  tbe  enemy  o, 

Thb  knoirlege  of  diis  «vent  was  no  fboner  fpread  tbfoB^  ^«  ^'«  '^*' 
the  army  tban  every  thing  fell  into  confbfion,  and  that  martial  '^  ^'"^ 
ipirit,  far  wbrch  they  had  been  fo  long  famons,  defisrted  theAi  ^    "^  j 
^t  oqcb;  fo  that,  in  jdi  yrobabMity,  a  dreadftil  carnage  had  j/^^^l^^ 
been  oiade  anoagft  people  fo  aftoniihed,   that  they  wanted  guijhtd. 
prefence  of  mind  ^aJefend  themfdvtes;  bat  Don  Ferdinand^ 
who  was  a  prince  of  great  penetradon  and  magnanimity,  in- 
terpofed,  and,  with  tome  peril  tohimfclf,  put  an  end  to  the 
difpute  P.  He  then  ordered  the  body  of  the  king  his  brother- 
in-law  to  be  taken  up,  and  fent  back  to  Leon,  with  orders  that 
it  (honld  be  interred  with  all  imaginable  marks  of  eileem  and 
deference  ">,  which  had  a  good  efleA  upon  the  minds  of  the 
people,  and  difpofed  them  to  afford  him  a  quiet,  if  not  a 
chearful  reception.   For,  as  foon  as  that  melancholy  folemnity 
was  over,  Don  Ferdinand  made  his  public  entry  imo  Leon^  and 
reprefenting  to  the  nobility,  that  the  male  line  oiReccared  the 
Catholic  by  Don  Pedro  duke  of  Cantabria^  was  extind  in  their 
late  fovereign,  and  putting  them  in  mind  that  he  had  married 
his  fifter,  they  readily  acknowleged  him  for  their  king  >*,  and^ 
he  was  accordingly  crowned  on  the  22d  day  of  June  1 03  7,  in 

'  Rod.  Tolet.  Hid.  Arabam.  «  Luc.Tudenf.  Chron. 

"  Fran.  Taraphje  de  Reg.  Hifpan.  ^  Chron.  Var.  Antiq. 
9  Rod.  Santii  Hift.  Hifpan.  P.  iii.  t  Rod.  Tolet.  de  Rebus 
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lib.  viii.  Ferreras  Hifl.  deEfpana,  p,  4v.  Mayerne  Tur(^ 
Hiftoire  Generale  d'Efpagne,  lib.  vii. 
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the  cathedral,  by  the  then  bifhop  of  Leon.  Th?  fubjefts  of 
that  monarchy  ia  general  acquiefced  under  this  revolution, 
the  Galicians  only  excepted,  who  began  to  take  up  arms  in 
maintenance  of  their  liberty ;  upon  which  Don  Ferdinand 
marched  with  his  forces  to  the  frontiers  of  that  province,  and 
partly  by  perfuafioa,  partly  by  menaces,  prevailed  upon  them 
to  be  quiet ;  only  ibme  who,  from  their  old  hatred  to  the 
CaflUians,  were  determined  never  to  fubmit  to  him,  retired 
under  Don  Si/enand,  a  powerful  and  high-fpirited  nobleman, 
into  the  territories  of  a  Mborijb  king,  whofe  capital  was  Se- 
vilUy  and  put  themfeives  under  his  protection  '. 
CoMcluJion.  Thus  this  monarchy,,  after  it  had  fubfifted  almoft  320 
years,  under  twenty-three  princes,  from  Don  Pelayo  and  his 
race,  came  at  length,  partly  by  marriage,  and  partly  by  con- 
queA,  to  betunited  to  that  of  Cafiik ;  yet  not  fo  thoroughly 
but  that  it  was  afterwards  disjoined  and  governed  by  its  par- 
ticular princes,  but  all  of  the  houfe  of  this  Don  Ferdinand^ 
till  by  degrees,  and  ,af ter  repeated  convulfions,  thefe  ftates 
were  fo  thoroughly  moulded  and  incorporated  with  each 
other,  as  not  to  admit  of  any  future  feparation.  But  before 
we  fwOcccd  to  the  detail  of  thefe  events,  it  will  be  neccflary, 
for  the  fake  of  perfpicuity^  and  a  Aeady  adherence  to  the  me- 
thod which  we  have  hitherto  purAied,  to  give  the  reader  a  fuc- 
ciQ^  account  of  the  princes  of  Ce^Ue.t  from  the  time  of  its 
being  recovered  out;  of  the  hands  of  the  Moors  to  this  con* 
Jundtion  with  the  kingdom  of  ^«i^(9  andiron.   * 

•  Rod.*  Toletan.  Hill.  Arabam.  -*   '  '"^ 
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